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The Class of 2024 by the numbers
     Not even a pandemic could prevent this year’s incoming �rst-years from 

becoming the second largest class in Xavier history. 
Take a moment to learn more about this Class of 2024 in the following 

fast facts provided by the O�ce of Admissions.

The Class of 2024 is the third 
to begin classes during a pan-
demic. They follow the lead of 
Classes of 1922 and 1923, who 
endured the Spanish Flu.

55%
of students 

are from 
outside 
of Ohio

Most Popular Majors: 
1. Nursing 
2. Business 
Undecided
3. Biomedical 
Sciences
4. Exploratory
5. Psychology
6. Exercise 
Science

7. Biology
8. Sport 
Management
9. Marketing
10. Philosophy, 
Politics and 
the Public 
11. Computer 
Science

Top 8 
Hometown 

Cities: 

1. Chicago

2. Louisville

3. Indianapolis

4. Detroit

5. Milwaukee

6. Philadelphia

7. New York

8. Boston
17

Religions represented 

1,300
Total incoming 

students

14,761
students applied to join the 

Class of 2024, setting a 
university record

24%
identify as 
minority 
students

17%
identify as 

�rst-generation 
students

46%
have one or fewer

 fully remote 
courses



EngageXU seems to have 
been well received on campus 
since its roll out for the begin-
ning of  fall semester. 

The software is the new 
digital home of  student clubs 
and organizations, which al-
lows them to manage events, 
track engagement and orga-
nize necessary files such as 
application forms and online 
waivers. 

These tasks were previ-
ously performed using the 
OrgSync platform which was 
adopted in 2011.

EngageXU is also being 
used as a distribution mecha-
nism for campus newsletters 
such as the Student Govern-
ment Association’s (SGA) 
Student Weekly as well as 
content published by the 
Newswire.   

Junior Philosophy, Poli-
tics and the Public and Eco-
nomics double major Andrew 
Geraghty finds himself  us-
ing EngageXU a lot to set up 
Resident Life events and track 
engagement as a Buenger RA. 

He stated that the software 
felt more intuitive to him than 
OrgSync. 

“I think it is a much needed 
update and it’s a good facelift 
for the university,” Geraghty 
said. “Students seem to be re-
sponding well, especially the 
first-years I’ve been interact-
ing with.”

Junior marketing major and 
president of  Xavier’s chapter 
of  the American Marketing 
Association Lauren Jacobs 
echoed Geraghty’s sentiment 
that the software is much easi-
er to use than OrgSync. 

“I like that I can take care 

of  things in one place,” said 
Jacobs. “All the forms and in-
formation I need from the Of-
fice of  Student Involvement 
are in one place.”

Geraghty also pointed to 
the new touchless features that 
are helping people on campus 
stay safe given COVID-19 
guidelines. 

“This year it’s important to 
be as paperless and touchfree 
as possible,” Geraghty noted. 
“We can have students sign-
in (to events) by simply using 
their barcode instead of  grab-
bing everyone’s ALLCard and 
scanning them individually.”

Both Geraghty and Jacobs 
agreed that EngageXU feels 

equally as intuitive from the 
user end. 

“With all the different 
groups you can see, it’s easy to 
navigate different calendars, 
see other members and make 
connections there,” Geraghty 
said. “The software is cleaner, 
nicer and easier to use. ”

“(EngageXU) has a much 
more social feel. It has a so-
cial media element to it which 
makes it easier to see what 
others are doing and what’s 
happening on campus,” Jacobs 
stated. 

Jacobs expressed that she 
believed that the new Cam-
pusGroups app is one of  the 
more exciting features that 

the new platform offers. 
“(The app) is going to be 

really helpful as we are on the 
go or need to check something 
quickly,” Jacobs noted. “The 
way (the app) is laid out is so 
much better than OrgSync. 
You can even add events di-
rectly to your iPhone calendar 
which is really convenient.” 

First-year exercise science 
major Joshua Johnson used 
EngageXU to join Club Box-
ing, Pershing Rifles as well as 
the Ranger Club. He had pos-
itive things to say about the 
platform. 

“It’s really useful with get-
ting information from clubs 
and other stuff  happening on-

campus,” Johnson said. “As a 
new student, it’s quite easy to 
navigate through.”

The name EngageXU was 
decided on after a student vote 
late last spring semester since 
CampusGroups, the software 
provider for EngageXU, al-
lows schools to choose the 
name of  their platform.

The previous platform, 
OrgSync was discontinued by 
CampusLabs in 2016. Xavi-
er opted to continue to use 
OrgSync until its contract 
with CampusLabs expired. 
After the contract expired, 
Xavier signed on with Cam-
pusGroups to use  its plat-
form.

Aug. 24 SGA Meeting 
Recap

-
tation, addressed the Senate in regards 
to the university’s re-accreditation 
process. She asked for ideas on how to 
drive engagement for a student opin-
ion survey. Sen. Joyce is continuing his 
ad-hoc committee to oversee the reac-
creditation process.

give an update on his project that aims 
to require pronouns to be displayed in 
the housing selection process. 

-
tential event similar to “Your School, 
Your Questions” forum that would 
allow students to ask administrators 
about concerns they have with the uni-
versity’s handling of  COVID-19.  

-
es to racial and bias incidences on-cam-
pus and in the rest of  the country.  

We have space on our 
pages.

Newswire Opportunities 
for the new school year

Head copy-editor needed 
- If  you are interested in lead-
ing our team of  copy-editors, 
apply on our EngageXU page. 
responsibilities include attend-
ing weekly production nights 
to review articles for consis-
tency, accuracy and AP style 
alongside seasoned editors. 

Apply for our paid first-year 
newsroom intership 
- Over the course of  our paid 
fall semester intership, first-
year interns will develop an 
understanding of  what con-
stitutes quality journalism and 
the role of  news media within a 
community while refining their 
writing and communication 
skills. All majors encouraged 
to apply. 

Email newswire@xavier.edu 
for more information 

The reaccreditation process, potential townhall 
event and student pronoun policies. You have an event that 

you want people to 
come to.

The solution is simple:
advertise with us. 

Everyone is happy.

Lowered rates for print, 
radio, social media ads 
and a student discount 

now avaliable.

Contact us at:
newswire@xavier.edu
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EngageXU met with warm reception 
The university’s new community software begins its innaugural semester 

BY JOSEPH COTTON
Campus News Editor
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A Chicago nun ran a treadmill marathon, raising $108,000 for charity. 

Nun on the run, chocolate rain, Call-A-Karen

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

U.S. & World News xaviernewswire.comAugust 27, 2020 3

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Newswire -

Biden, Harris speak at virtual DNC
Biden nominated by all 50 states, Dems and Republicans advocate for unity

BY JOSEPH COTTON
Campus News Editor
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Let’s talk about sex, Muskie
Opinion Editor Charlie 

Gstalder recommended last 
week that we take a safe and 
healthy course of  action to 
prevent our school from 
falling victim to COVID-19 
closure. For the first time 
as a writer on his page, I’m 
prepared to say that he was 
completely right.

However, one crucial as-
pect of  his writing caught 
my eye. Sex!

Sex — a COVID-19 co-
nundrum strangely omitted 
from Xavier’s Community 
Commitment — has be-
come even more awkward 
than before for students 
striving to pop their uni-
versity cherries. Most of  
us, myself  included, didn’t 
think that was even possi-
ble.

But, as we learn to han-
dle this pandemic together, 
we aren’t talking about this 
one thing that quite a few 
Muskies are doing.

Safe sex is taking on a 
new meaning beyond what 
we learned in health class. I, 
a 19-year-old who success-
fully completed sex educa-

You do not believe in 
God. Yes, you. Even if  you 
think you’ve been a good, 
God-fearing child of  the 
most high. Even if  you’ve 
gone to church every Sun-
day, you’re still probably 
wrong. Even if  you claim 
to believe in God, what do 
your actions say?  

I, like most of  my peers, 
have grown up with a Ju-
deo-Christian view of  the 
world influenced by the 
stories and belief  systems 
that have animated west-
ern culture for thousands 
of  years. 

So as far as I am con-
cerned, the only concrete 
take away you can have 
from a book as densely 
packed as the Bible is that 
all humans are inherently 
divine and deserve uncon-
ditional dignity and re-
spect. 

Right from the opening, 
the Bible explicitly states 
that all men are created 
in the image and likeness 
of  God. Even throughout 
the rest of  the Bible, the 

idea of  humanity sharing 
in the divine nature of  
God is a motif  that cuts 
through its most iconic 
stories. 

This idea of  the di-
vine individual might be 
the best idea that anyone 
has ever come up with. It 
is an idea that sits at the 
top of  the Declaration 
of  Independence in the 
phrase “All men are creat-
ed equal,” and it’s the idea 
that has driven some of  
humanity’s greatest col-
lective achievements. 

Without that idea, 
mathematicians from 
America could never work 
with Japanese engineers 
to make the International 
Space Station a reality. 

That said, I can see 
the deep irony in that the 
same people who used that 
phrase excluded from that 
promise those who didn’t 
share their skin color or 
gender. Nonetheless, the 
deep wisdom of  that state-
ment cannot be denied. 

The “created equal” 

ideal has become so en-
trenched in our thinking, 
but for a majority of  hu-
man history it would have 
been seen as a radical idea. 
Humans are inherently 
tribal creatures who like 
to create groups to sep-
arate themselves from 
others and to dehumanize 
outsiders. But as a nation, 
America has made a lot of  
progress to include more 
and more people in her 
fabric despite our tribal 
human nature. 

That’s not to say that 
we don’t have a long road 
ahead of  us. Recent events 
such as COVID-19 and 
Black Lives Matter pro-
tests show us as much. 
But it has always been my 
belief  that we are slowly 
working our way toward 
the inclusion of  every hu-
man person in spite of  our 
most primitive instincts.  

But my optimism has 
been undercut in recent 
years.  I’ve found my-
self  grappling with the 
thought that us citizens 

of  the United States never 
fully understood our core 
founding principles. We 
seem to be abandoning the 
idea while simultaneously 
using its very source as a 
justification. 

If  you think your God 
tells you that any human 
person deserves anything 
other than the utmost re-
spect and dignity, then 
they are no god at all. The 
idea that the God of  Abra-
ham would exclude people 
in any way is the height of  
hypocrisy. 

Nonetheless, all denom-
inations of  Christianity 
are guilty of  this type of  
thinking to some extent. 
Certain Protestants have 
been dismissive of  im-
migrants and their dig-
nity. Evangelicals hate 
everyone and everything 
that isn’t White. And fi-
nally, almost the entirety 
of  Christianity, includ-
ing and most notably the 
Catholics, has been and 
still is incredibly hostile 
to our LGBTQ+ brothers 

and sisters.  
I am tired of  Christen-

dom using God as a justifi-
cation to deny people their 
humanity. Stop perverting 
the message of  God. Spit-
ting on another person’s 
face is akin to spitting on 
God himself. 

So don’t believe in the 
God of  the clouds, for he 
is not there. Believe in the 
God that lives in the spirit 
of  all people, because that 
actually exists. 

tion courses in the eighth 
grade, no longer know the 
proper steps to fornicate 
conscientiously.

That lack of  knowledge 
is terrifying to me, but it’s 
also natural. We learn about 
condoms, birth control and 
other methods of  safe-
sex practice once for three 
weeks when we’re 13. The 
rest we’re expected to get 
from our parents — which 
might be effective for some, 
but is often overwhelming-
ly awkward and incomplete 
— or figure out on the job.

In itself, our sex ed is al-
ways incomplete. We learn 
about biology and bodily 
functions in our classes, but 
for the sexually-active indi-
vidual, the learning experi-
ence lasts a lifetime.

According to colleges-
tats.org, students reported 
having an average of  five 
sexual partners during their 
time in college. Imagine 
finding a prospective part-
ner, against all odds while 
following the COVID-19 
guidelines against going to 
bars, parties, restaurants or 

social gatherings. You don’t 
feel an emotional connec-
tion, but you are interested 
in having consensual sex 
with another adult.

A year ago, the only 
health questions involved 
were about responsible sex 
— do you have a condom? 
Are you comfortable with 
the amount of  previous 
partners they have had and 
the level of  sexually trans-
mitted infection testing 
they have had?

At its core, we are simply 
asking ourselves a question 
about responsibility: Do 
you feel you have adequate 
tools and information to 
prevent yourself  from re-
ceiving an STD or becom-
ing pregnant if  applicable?

If  you answer yes, and 
you and your partner are 
still interested, you can 
have “safe sex.” It was that 
easy.

Now, there is an addition-
al checklist. Not only must 
we follow these responsible 
sex guidelines, but we must 
follow an unclear, unspoken 
set of  rules which dictate 

both our own health and 
the health of  every person 
we come into contact with.

We have to ask ourselves: 
Do you have a mask? Do 
you know how many peo-
ple your partner has been 
in contact with, and if  any 
of  those people have test-
ed positive in the past 14 
days? Does your partner 
wear a mask when you’re 
not around? Do they attend 
bars, parties or gatherings, 
and do they socially dis-
tance?

We have to evaluate our 
comfort with our partners’ 
adherence to COVID-19 
guidelines as well as our 
comfort with their respon-
sible sex practices. We have 
to judge how much we trust 
the people we’re interested 
in hooking up with, often 
after knowing them for a 
short period of  time.

These aren’t the only 
questions we need to ask of  
ourselves and of  our part-
ners. But there is so much 
uncertainty surrounding 
this new form of  safety that 
it’s often difficult to discern 

which questions matter.
As college students, we 

must be accountable for ev-
ery element of  our social 
interactions during this 
pandemic. That’s why we 
must sexually reeducate 
ourselves about safe and 
healthy encounters.

I urge you to research 
your state’s guidelines for 
safe sex practices, research 
your school’s statements 
of  sexual health during the 
pandemic and research the 
people you’re interested in 
having sex with to ensure 
that your decisions are re-
sponsible and safe for the 
community that surrounds 
you.

Mo Juenger is the World 
News Editor for the News-
wire. She is a Sophmore 
history and Spanish major 
from Cincinnati, Ohio

Joseph Cotton is the Cam-
pus News editor for the 
Newswire from Deerborne 
Mich. Joseph is a junior 
Philosophy, Politics and the  
Public and Economics ma-
jor.
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EngageXU seems to have 
been well received on campus 
since its roll out for the begin-
ning of  fall semester. 

The software is the new 
digital home of  student clubs 
and organizations, which al-
lows them to manage events, 
track engagement and orga-
nize necessary files such as 
application forms and online 
waivers. 

These tasks were previ-
ously performed using the 
OrgSync platform which was 
adopted in 2011.

EngageXU is also being 
used as a distribution mecha-
nism for campus newsletters 
such as the Student Govern-
ment Association’s (SGA) 
Student Weekly as well as 
content published by the 
Newswire.   

Junior Philosophy, Poli-
tics and the Public and Eco-
nomics double major Andrew 
Geraghty finds himself  us-
ing EngageXU a lot to set up 
Resident Life events and track 
engagement as a Buenger RA. 

He stated that the software 
felt more intuitive to him than 
OrgSync. 

“I think it is a much needed 
update and it’s a good facelift 
for the university,” Geraghty 
said. “Students seem to be re-
sponding well, especially the 
first-years I’ve been interact-
ing with.”

Junior marketing major and 
president of  Xavier’s chapter 
of  the American Marketing 
Association Lauren Jacobs 
echoed Geraghty’s sentiment 
that the software is much easi-
er to use than OrgSync. 

“I like that I can take care 

of  things in one place,” said 
Jacobs. “All the forms and in-
formation I need from the Of-
fice of  Student Involvement 
are in one place.”

Geraghty also pointed to 
the new touchless features that 
are helping people on campus 
stay safe given COVID-19 
guidelines. 

“This year it’s important to 
be as paperless and touchfree 
as possible,” Geraghty noted. 
“We can have students sign-
in (to events) by simply using 
their barcode instead of  grab-
bing everyone’s ALLCard and 
scanning them individually.”

Both Geraghty and Jacobs 
agreed that EngageXU feels 

equally as intuitive from the 
user end. 

“With all the different 
groups you can see, it’s easy to 
navigate different calendars, 
see other members and make 
connections there,” Geraghty 
said. “The software is cleaner, 
nicer and easier to use. ”

“(EngageXU) has a much 
more social feel. It has a so-
cial media element to it which 
makes it easier to see what 
others are doing and what’s 
happening on campus,” Jacobs 
stated. 

Jacobs expressed that she 
believed that the new Cam-
pusGroups app is one of  the 
more exciting features that 

the new platform offers. 
“(The app) is going to be 

really helpful as we are on the 
go or need to check something 
quickly,” Jacobs noted. “The 
way (the app) is laid out is so 
much better than OrgSync. 
You can even add events di-
rectly to your iPhone calendar 
which is really convenient.” 

First-year exercise science 
major Joshua Johnson used 
EngageXU to join Club Box-
ing, Pershing Rifles as well as 
the Ranger Club. He had pos-
itive things to say about the 
platform. 

“It’s really useful with get-
ting information from clubs 
and other stuff  happening on-

campus,” Johnson said. “As a 
new student, it’s quite easy to 
navigate through.”

The name EngageXU was 
decided on after a student vote 
late last spring semester since 
CampusGroups, the software 
provider for EngageXU, al-
lows schools to choose the 
name of  their platform.

The previous platform, 
OrgSync was discontinued by 
CampusLabs in 2016. Xavi-
er opted to continue to use 
OrgSync until its contract 
with CampusLabs expired. 
After the contract expired, 
Xavier signed on with Cam-
pusGroups to use  its plat-
form.

Aug. 24 SGA Meeting 
Recap

-
tation, addressed the Senate in regards 
to the university’s re-accreditation 
process. She asked for ideas on how to 
drive engagement for a student opin-
ion survey. Sen. Joyce is continuing his 
ad-hoc committee to oversee the reac-
creditation process.

give an update on his project that aims 
to require pronouns to be displayed in 
the housing selection process. 

-
tential event similar to “Your School, 
Your Questions” forum that would 
allow students to ask administrators 
about concerns they have with the uni-
versity’s handling of  COVID-19.  

-
es to racial and bias incidences on-cam-
pus and in the rest of  the country.  

We have space on our 
pages.

Newswire Opportunities 
for the new school year

Head copy-editor needed 
- If  you are interested in lead-
ing our team of  copy-editors, 
apply on our EngageXU page. 
responsibilities include attend-
ing weekly production nights 
to review articles for consis-
tency, accuracy and AP style 
alongside seasoned editors. 

Apply for our paid first-year 
newsroom intership 
- Over the course of  our paid 
fall semester intership, first-
year interns will develop an 
understanding of  what con-
stitutes quality journalism and 
the role of  news media within a 
community while refining their 
writing and communication 
skills. All majors encouraged 
to apply. 

Email newswire@xavier.edu 
for more information 

The reaccreditation process, potential townhall 
event and student pronoun policies. You have an event that 

you want people to 
come to.

The solution is simple:
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Dashing to XU students is always X-citing, but not everyone treats me 
like a saint as Father B does when I bring him his favorite McFlurry. 
Here are the top four worst dashes I’ve done on Xavier’s campus.

1. Order: Wendy’s vanilla Frosty
 Turns out that this first-year didn’t change her location from her parents’ house 
in Covington. I didn’t figure that out until her parents informed me that I’d have to re-
turn to campus to give it to her. When I finally got to her room in Kuhlman, the Frosty 
was completely melted and running down my arms. She rolled her eyes, took the cup and 
closed the door. The Frosty stained my shoes and she gave me one star.
2. Order: Frisch’s Big Boy kids’ mac & cheese
 As I entered the Xavier University President’s Office, I handed the meal to the 
anonymous priest. He looked in the bag and frowned. He asked me where the swirly 
straw was for his drink. I responded that he didn’t ask for a swirly straw and he pouted 
saying he thought it was implied. I left for my next dash, but the next morning I found 
out that I had somehow been removed from the Dean’s List.
3. Order: Outback Steakhouse ribeye (rare)
Special Request: Please squeeze all of  the blood juice out of  the steak into a cup. Bring me the cup.
 Upon entering the Buenger suite, I asked the students on the couch if  any of  
them ordered Outback. They shook their heads and pointed to the left bedroom. The 
room was very dark and had all the blinds drawn. Instead of  a mattress, there was a 
wooden box on the ground. I didn’t see anyone so I was about to leave. Suddenly, a pale 
student rose from the coffin and the door behind me shut. ‘Oh, he’s a vampire’, I thought. 
He came at me, ready to suck my blood, but luckily I was doing a double order. I pulled 
out the Domino’s garlic bread from my DoorDash bag and made my escape.
4. Order: 50 count of  Hooters smoked wings
Special Request: Leave it by the door to the Pit
 I was skeptical about delivering a party-sized order in a pandemic. As I got to 
the door to Brockman’s pit, I overheard some commotion downstairs. My curiosity got 
the best of  me, and I went to check it out. I found myself  watching a COVID-19 regu-
lation-following fight club. Two people battled it out while fewer than eight spectators 
watched. Everyone was wearing masks, and after each punch made contact they would 
stop to sanitize before starting the fight again.
  “Hey, you were supposed to leave the wings at the door!” I heard one Brockman 
barbarian yell. “He’s gonna narc!” Although I promised I wouldn’t, the only way to prove 
I was chill was to participate in their brutal yet socially distant sport. After two hours 
and tons of  hand sanitizer, I won the fight and left with a couple bruises and a black eye. 
I know I’m breaking the first rule of  Fight Club, but they broke the first rule of  Door-
Dash: always give a damn tip.

Aries: Be nicer this week. Actually 
say goodbye to the people in your 
Zoom breakout room — don’t be a 
goon and immediately leave when 

given the chance. 

Gemini: This week you will receive 
divine wisdom from that guy you’ve 
never seen sober. Unless you are that 

guy who no one ever sees sober, in 
which case go spout some nonsense 

to other geminis. 

Cancer: There was a perfect half-
moon Tuesday, meaning this will be 

a week of halves! You’ll have half  
the homework, half the quizzes and 
you’ll be half the man you used to 

be. 

Leo: The sun isn’t happy with you, 
so this week every hand sanitizing 
station you pass will be the white 

ones with the slimy stuff that smells 
like tequila. 

Virgo: Don’t let society lie to you: 
Burger 513 says it’s closed on the 
app, but if  you go there you’ll see 

they are indeed still serving their 10 
items to the masses. 

Taurus: Jaywalk this week! 
Cincinatti drivers don’t even care 
if you’re on a crosswalk, so why 

even bother? 

Scorpio: No matter how “cute” you 
think your mask is, it still pales in 

comparison to the Chad N95. People 
who wear N95s f  ck. 

Aquarius: Watch out, you’re going 
to fall into a rabbit hole this week! 
And not some Alice in Wonderland 

situation. We’re talking a literal 
rabbit hole. You are going to crush a 

baby rabbit. 

Capricorn: Club day is in three 
parts this year. Now you have two     

extra chances not to go to it! 

Sagittarius: If  you see a guy 
skateboarding through campus, do 
us all a favor and trip them. Make 

sure they’re not a longboarder 
though — those guys are cool. 

Libra: Sometimes you don’t know 
what you’ve got till it’s gone. Like 
how you don’t notice the lack of  
napkins in the caf  until you spill 

sour cream all over yourself. 

Pisces: Go back and fully read the 
rest of  the Newswire. I know you 

skimmed it! You can skip the Op-Ed 
page though — that page blows. 

Fictionary

Fancer (FAAN-ser): Sickness that a recipient gains through over-enthusiastic 
supporters on Twitter. 
Ex: All these K-Pop fancams give me fancer.
 
Awkcent (awh-/K/-sehn-t): A particular feeling one gets upon meeting a person 
with an unidenti�able way of speaking. 
 
Pestimisstick (pest-A-miss-tick): Sorrow over the accidental murder of a bug.
 
Maskne (MASK-nee): Pimples caused by a face covering.

“On-white”: A color so blindingly bleached bright it fries the entirety of your 
cornea.

BY TESS BREWER

Your weekly well of wacky words™

BY JACOB SMITH 

Xavier: A
Driver’s Hell
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It’s easy to make fun of girls online 

Social media isn’t going 
away, but it feels like we’ve 
had the same conversation 
around it for years. We owe 
it to ourselves to do more 
in our conversations on so-
cial media and its impacts 
on our generation and the 
world around us. Whether 
we’re creating or consum-
ing, user-driven media puts 
more re-
s p o n s i -
bility on 
us as the 
audience   
As most 
students 
on cam-
pus, I 
came of  
age right 
a l o n g -
side social networking sites. 
I’ve heard the criticism 
of  “those kids and their 
phones” since the original 
iPhone was released. 

Conversations around 
social media have in the 
past been led by care pro-
viders, by the concerned 
teachers and parents who 
observe how we’ve expe-
rienced social media from 
the outside, but have never 
lived it themselves. 

As such, these discussions 
have been reduced to lazy 
dialogues on mental health, 
loneliness and perfection-
ism. Such “symptoms” can 
easily be  self-identified 
by teens or recognized by 
caregivers, but lack nuance. 

Rather than focusing on 
whether people should use 
social media or to what ex-
tent they spend their time 
devoted to it,, but how they 
can interact with content in 
a way that minimizes harm 
to themselves and oth-
er. 

What I really want to see 
people talk about is the dou-

ble-edged 
sword of  
user-driv-
en media, 
p a r t i c u -
larly as it 
relates to 
trends and 
i m p l i c i t 
biases. Us-
er-driven 
m e d i a ’ s 

existence is the epitome of  
pushed down barriers. 

Contrary to established 
media such as TV broad-
casts or 
H o l l y -
w o o d 
f i l m s , 
apps like 
Twitter 
and Tik-
Tok are 
rife with 
opportu-
nities for 
anyone’s 
trend to catch on. 

As opposed to bud-
get-draining and labor-in-
tensive production, a viral 
TikTok can come from 
practically any device with 

Re�ections on inherent bias in user driven media 

Conversations around 
social media have in the 
past been led by care 
providers... who observe 
how we’ve experienced 
social media from the 
outside, but have never 
lived it themselves. 

To put it simply, it’s way 
easier for the audience to 
slip into trends that are 
sexist, racist, homophobic, 
Islamophobic and other 
-itsts and -phobic to grab 
our attention.

Heather Gast is the Editor 
in Chief  of  the Newswire. 
She is a senior Philosophy, 
Politics, and the Public ma-
jor from Cincinnati Ohio

Photo courtesy of @heir.of.atticus on Instagram

a camera that connects to 
the internet. This is fan-
tastic as we’re able to pro-
vide platforms for people 
and connect them to others 
more than ever before.

Simultaneously, without 
these barriers, there are 
thousands more hours of  
user-driven media floating 
around. This saturation 
creates ample competition 
for views and engagement. 
As such, trends often ap-
peal to the parts of  our 
psyche reached within five 
to 60 seconds. 

On TikTok and Twit-
ter I’ll scroll past and like 
a handful of  snippets of  
Tweets or videos every few 
minutes. There’s no way I 
actually considered the im-
pact of  this entertainment 
in that time.

This fast-tracked enter-
tainment plays on our fears, 

insecu-
r i t i e s 
and in-
t e r n a l 
b i a s e s 
t h a t 
we are 
c o n d i -
t i o n e d 
to be-
l i e v e . 
T o 

put it simply, it’s way eas-
ier for the audience to slip 
into trends that are sexist, 
racist, homophobic, Islam-
ophobic and other -ists and 
-phobic to grab our atten-
tion. 

This can be extraordi-
narily subtle, so much so 
that it requires the user, 
who is looking for a distrac-
tion from the world that 
they don’t have to use their 
brain for, to train them-
selves to act against these 
biases. 

For instance, in the last 
year I have seen trends dis-
paraging women who fit in 
these categories:

Millennial mothers
Teenage girls who go 
on missions trips
Pick me girls (reject 
femininity and strive to 
fit the ideals of  men)
Chavs (a subculture of  
Northern British teen-
age girls who dress in 
sportswear and write 
diss tracks about each 
other)
Girls who sell clothes 
on the thrifting app De-
pop
“Christian Girl Au-
tumn” (young white 
Christian women that 
wear sweaters, scarves 
and riding boots, often 
found with a travel cof-

fee mug and Bible)
Hot Cheeto girls (snack 
on Hot Cheetos with 
long, acrylic fingernails 
-- implied to be Black or 
Latina)
Girls who use the photo 
editing app VSCO 
Sorority sisters
Horse girls

Meanwhile, here is the 
list of  strictly masculine 
stereotypes it was cool for 
anyone to mock in the last 
year:

Lightskins (f*ckboys 
that are Black or mixed 
guys with lighter com-
plexions, often overdra-
matic)
Kevin Nguyens (f*ck-
boys that are Asian)
Indie/skater boys (skin-
ny boys who gaslight 
women)
Eboys (a subculture in-
spired by skater, goth 
and gamer culture)
Incels (“involuntary 
celibates” who spend 
their time degrading 
women on Reddit)
POV guys (Act out 
“point of  view” scenar-
ios where the audience 
is another character in 
a scene. Scenes are of-
ten outlandish and at 
least vaguely sexual or 
violent)
Frat bros

Notice that the list of  
feminine subcultures that 
were belittled is nearly 
twice as long as masculine 
subcultures. Additional-

ly, lightskins, indie/skater 
boys, Eboys, and POV guys 
alike were all admired at 
some point, if  not at the 
same time that they were 
mocked. 

I will also note that 
these are specifically trends 
where those from outside 
are belittling those par-
ticipating in a subculture. 
There’s plenty of  trends 
poking fun at one’s own 
community as well, such 
as gay users claiming they 
can’t drive or do math. 

By not engaging in these 
conversations about the im-
pact of  social media we’re 
accepting the immaturity 
placed on us and only push-
ing these problems deeper. 
We need to grow up and 
take on these challenges 
ourselves. Allow this arti-
cle to be a wake-up call to 
remember the biases with-
in yourself  you’re working 
to challenge as you veg out 
on your phone. Decide what 
you truly want your “likes” 
to support.

An example of an Eboy.

An example of the Hot Cheeto girl trend.
Photo courtesy of @thesalstyles on TikTok
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A Chicago nun ran a treadmill marathon, raising $108,000 for charity. 

Nun on the run, chocolate rain, Call-A-Karen
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Newswire -

Biden, Harris speak at virtual DNC
Biden nominated by all 50 states, Dems and Republicans advocate for unity

BY JOSEPH COTTON
Campus News Editor
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Brennaman suspended by Reds

Brennaman has been with 
the Reds since 2006 and was 
widely respected in the sports 
world before his homophobic 
comment. 

His father is legendary 
Reds radio voice Marty Bren-
naman, who retired after last 
season. The younger Bren-
naman is well known for his 

work calling professional 
and collegiate football, most-
ly with Fox. He also called 
the 2011 NFL Pro Bowl and 
numerous college football 

Timberwolves win draft lottery, looking at guard

primetime games, such as the 
2008 Sugar Bowl, 2009 Or-
ange Bowl and was the voice 
of  the Cotton Bowl from 
2000 to 2006. 

He was also a member of  
on the No.2 baseball broad-
cast team on Fox Sports 
from 1996 to 2015, and was 
a member of  the no. 2 NFL 
broadcasting crew, up until 
his removal prior to this sea-
son due to the scandal.

Many broadcasters have a 
history of  coming back from 
public scandal and embarras-
ment. Cyd Ziegler, a writer 
for Outsports. a website that 
covers LGBTQ+ topics in 
sports, believes Brennaman 
should also have the same op-
portunity.

Ziegler wrote in an article 
following Brennaman’s com-
ment that Brennaman should 
be handed a lengthy suspen-
sion and the opportunity to 
learn about LGBTQ+ issues. 

Ziegler cited past exam-
ples of  athletes who had sim-
ilar incidents and were able to 
become LGBTQ+ allies. 

Ziegler admitted that isn’t 
always the case though. For-
mer MLB pitcher Curt Schil-
ling was fired from ESPN in 
2016 after repeatedly making 
transphobic remarks. 

After the NBA Draft lot-
tery last Thursday, the order 
for the 2020 NBA Draft is 
now official.

The Minnesota Timber-
wolves select first, the Gold-
en State Warriors choose 
second and the Charlotte 
Hornets third. The only re-
maining question is who will 
choose whom.

Xavier could see some rep-
resentation in the draft as 
well, with Tyrique Jones and 
Naji Marshall both draft-eli-
gible.

This year’s draft class is 
rather weak compared to oth-
er draft classes. It is much 
more similar to the 2017 draft 
class where there was no clear 
number one pick. 

Because there is no one 
standout, teams will look 
to add to their roster with 
promising players they’re 
looking to develop later down 
the road. 

For the Timberwolves, the 
pick seems obvious: Georgia’s 
Anthony Edwards.

Again, it’s not that he is 
a better player than the rest 
of  the pack, but that he is the 
best fit for the Timberwolves.

Edwards is a 6’8” shooting 
guard who has a knack for 
putting the ball in the basket.

 He embodies a “float like 
a butterfly, sting like a bee” 

playstyle. For his size, he 
moves with exceptional grace 
and has a strong grasp on the 
fundamentals of  basketball.

That being said, he strug-
gles from behind the three 
point line, as he shot 29.1% 
from behind the arc in col-
lege. He also struggles with 
shot selection. As the prima-

ry scorer on a barely above 
average Georgia team, he 
was prone to tossing up bad 
shots instead of  setting up 
his teammates.

For me the next pick is 
also obvious. The Warriors 
are selecting center James 
Wiseman with the No.2  pick. 
Wiseman gives them hope for 

Longtime Cincinnati Reds 
and NFL broadcaster Thom 
Brennaman has been sus-
pended indefinitely after us-
ing an anti-LGBTQ+ slur 
during a Fox Sports Ohio 
broadcast of  the Cincinnati 
Reds versus the Kansas City 
Royals on August 19th. 

Brennaman’s broadcast-
ing future is now in question 
after his slur. He was caught 
making the anti-LGBTQ+ 
statement on a hot mic after 
the broadcast returned from 
commercial during the sev-
enth inning of  the first game 
of  a day-night doubleheader. 

During the broadcast, 
Brennanman learned that his 
comment was heard on air via 
a hot mic. In the fourth in-
ning of  the second game, as 
Brennaman was issuing his 
apology, Reds outfielder Nick 
Castellanos hit a solo home 
run. In between his apology, 
Brennaman made note of  
Castellanos’s home run to ex-
tend the Reds lead to 4-0. 

Some people on social me-
dia were harsh on Brennaman 
and said that he could have 
made his apology in between 
innings, not during an at-bat. 

an elite center in the future if  
they are able to properly de-
velop and integrate him into 
the offense.

This pick would make 
them a scary team as Stephen 
Curry and Klay Thompson 
come back from injury. 

Even during their famed 
NBA championship runs the 

Warriors never had a good 
center, so the selection of  
Wiseman would set them 
up for another few seasons 
of  NBA Finals contention. 
For the third pick, I expect 
the Hornets to choose guard 
LaMelo Ball. They are a team 
willing to take risks and Ball 
definitely qualifies as one. He 
could be one of  the next elite 
point guards, or he could be 
completely blown out by the 
tougher competition of  the 
NBA.

LaMelo’s biggest flaw is 
that he is a terrible shooter 
and needs the ball to be suc-
cessful.

His release is slow, incon-
sistent and looks amatuer. 
But with a few tweaks to his 
shot, he should be able to fit 
into a modern NBA offense.

On the other hand, he 
could be unproductive with 
the ball and not have the bas-
ketball IQ to adjust his game 
to a more off-ball approach.

Two Xavier players have 
the opportunity to be selected 
in this year’s draft. Power for-
ward Tyrique Jones has excit-
ed scouts with his strength, 
defensive ability and rebound-
ing sense. He hovers between 
the 62nd and the 58th spot in  
pre-draft rankings

Forward Naji Marshall 
could also be picked in the 
draft. He could be a potential 
target of  the Pelicans due to 
his playstyle. 

BY JOSEPH COTTON
Campus News Editor

Anthony Edwards and LaMelo Ball are potential options at top of the draft

BY JAKE GEIGER

The longtime broadcaster used a homophobic slur during a broadcast
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For the foreseeable future, 
Xavier Theatre has modi-
fied the majority of  its plans 
to accommodate Xavier’s 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

The most impactful of  
these changes is the post-
ponement of  the depart-
ment’s eight mainstage pro-
ductions. Headlining this 
season were supposed to be 
Twelfth Night, Mamma Mia 
and American Idiot, all of  
which have been delayed un-
til further notice.   

In place of  these perfor-
mances, the program is de-
signing a fringe festival enti-
tled “A Xavier Theatre New 
Works Festival.” It will fea-
ture 10 original performanc-
es entirely developed, writ-
ten, directed, produced and 
filmed by students.

The 80-person depart-
ment has been split up into 
mini troupes of  actors, pro-
ducers, stage managers and 
directors who are being men-
tored by a professional in the 
theater industry. With a mix-
ture of  online and in-person 
rehearsals, each group will 
work collaboratively to cre-
ate its original piece that will 
be showcased at the end of  
the semester.   

This decision was reached 
by the Xavier Theatre Steer-
ing Committee. Comprised 
of  students and theatre pro-
fessionals, this group has met 
weekly since April in order to 
guide the program through 
these difficult conversations. 

Theatre Program Direc-

Theatre �nds ways to survive  

tor Stephen Skiles, who head-
ed the Steering Committee, is 
optimistic about the opportu-
nity these projects offer and 
the potential for these perfor-
mances. 

“Although I believe all of  
our students would rather be 
working on the shows we had 
planned, this project is giving 
us the chance to look at things 
differently and to learn some 
new skills,” he said. “I also 
think it’s important to let our 
students tell their stories, es-
pecially in this moment… and 
I’m excited for what they cre-
ate.”

Another place the depart-
ment is adapting is in the 
classroom. While certain lec-
ture-based courses such as 
Directing or Theatre History 
are easily transferable to an 
online format, others could 
not as easily be transferred to 
the digital world. 

Senior theatre major 
Kelsey Schwarber praised the 
innovative ways her hands-

on classes have been adapted 
thus far.

For her Stagecraft class  
— a course that typically re-
quires students to build set 
pieces and navigate a show 
behind the scenes — she re-
called how her instructor, Joe 
Leonard, used his phone as a 
makeshift GoPro. With his 
phone positioned on his fore-
head, he was able to show the 
class what he was doing in the 
scene shop and walk across 
the catwalks to point out cer-
tain features of  the theater.  

Schwarber went on to ap-
plaud the ingenuity and mal-
leability of  the department 
and its students during this 
time. 

“The beauty of  studying 
theatre has taught me and 
all my colleagues the gift of  
adaptability,” she said. “For 
anybody who works in per-
forming arts… the gig is be-
ing adaptable.” 

Junior theater major Liz 
Apollonio explained how she 

BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI 

Managing Editor 

has begun looking into alter-
native avenues for her skillset,  
since most professional the-
aters are currently shut down.

“Beyond academia, it’s be-
ing able to think of  what else 
can I do with this degree,” she 
said. “(Stephen and Joe) are 
preparing us for a Zoom-dom-
inated entertainment industry 
(and) giving us the skills we 
need to work collaboratively 
in a remote world.” 

Skiles also explained how it 
is heartbreaking to see what’s 
happening to the performing 
arts community.

“We are in somewhat of  
a holding pattern when it 
comes to producing ‘normal’ 
theatrical productions. And 
that is difficult on us all in the 
program, especially the stu-
dents,” Skiles said. 

Junior theatre major Pey-
ton Wright has begun explor-
ing alternatives to a career in 
theatre, but also talked about 
how the arts is a part of  her 
identity that she is determined 

to keep that alive. 
“I don’t think I’ll ever stop 

performing,” Wright said. “I 
don’t think I’ll ever stop look-
ing for an outlet to be cre-
ative.” 

Despite the disappoint-
ments elicited by COVID-19, 
Skiles also sensed resiliency 
within his students.   

“I think they are sad be-
cause they love something so 
much that they aren’t able to 
do right now,” he explained 
“And even though that pain 
is tough, it’s a blessing… It 
means we care. It means that 
we love something.”

With the hopes of  return-
ing to a sense of  normalcy, 
Apollonio explained how stu-
dents in the department are 
more determined than ever to 
stop the spread. 

“We’re all invested in wear-
ing masks and not getting to-
gether and practicing social 
distancing because our indus-
try relies on crowds of  peo-
ple,” she said.

 With the same sentiment, 
Skiles described how there 
is an underlying need for the 
performing arts more than 
ever before.

“We are facing some diffi-
cult situations in our world,” 
he said. “We need understand-
ing and entertainment now, 
maybe more than we have in a 
long time.”

Wright added a unique his-
torical perspective to the same 
conversation. 

“If  Elizabethan theatre 
didn’t go down during the 
bubonic plague, then I think 
modern theater  can hold its 
own amongst the coronavi-
rus,” she commented. 

Total score:

Genre-bending artist fails to move beyond singles  
BY CHARLIE GSTALDER

Opinions and Editorials 
Editor 

Dominic Fike — the Apple 
logo tatted, shadowy, blond 
musician — released his debut 
album on the final day of  July. 

I, like many people familiar 
with Dominic Fike, first heard 
him through his platinum cer-
tified track, “3 nights.” Blown 
away, I began frantically 
searching for more music and 
any information on the artist. 

I found a demo tape and, 
ironically, numerous articles 
about the mysteries surround-
ing a kid signed to a multi-mil-
lion dollar deal with Sony Re-
cords off  of  a six track demo.

In the months following, 
Fike released a number of  
singles and collaborated with 
BROCKHAMPTON. Fike’s 
work with the band’s front 
man Kevin Abstract resulted 
in one of  the best songs of  
2019, “Peach.”

 Suffice to say, I was incred-
ibly excited for this album and 
held high expectations. The 
results were somewhat disap-
pointing.

What Could Possibly Go 
Wrong is 33 minutes long and 
spread across a whopping 14 
tracks.

 Fike combines elements 
of  alt-rock, indie-pop, boun-
cy yet conversational hip-hop 
and rap to highlight the dis-
comfort and uncertainty that 
came with his fame and mete-
oric rise.

 Unfortunately, outside of  
themes, the album is horrif-
ically incohesive. Each song 
ends with three to four sec-
onds of  silence, turning each 
track into a bite sized single. 

The spacing between songs 
signifies that the goal might 
have been radio and stream-
ing success rather than the 
creation of  a debut album.

 This is not to say the songs 
are bad; many are excellent.

“Come Here,” is a brief, 
overdriven and guitar-focused 
track that, while good, fails to 
set the album’s mood and feels 
largely out of  place. 

Track two, “Double Neg-
ative (Skeleton Milkshake)” 
is classic Fike: effects-heavy 
rhythm guitar with strong 
drum work provide a back-

drop for him to alternate be-
tween beautiful and catchy 
choruses and rhythmic sing-
ing that blurs the line between 
alt vocals and spoken rap. 

Track 3, “Cancel Me,” 
contains some of  the most 
interesting lyrics on the en-
tire project. A thematic oppo-
site to “Yikes” off  of  Kanye 
West’s 2018 Ye, Fike begs to 
be canceled so he can spend 
more time with his family, at 
one point rapping “I hope they 
crucify me, I hope they put 
me down, I hope they eutha-
nize me… motherf*cker, Jim-
my Kimmel does not want to 
meet me.”

 The track’s chorus in-
cludes the line, “So I can quit 
wearing this mask, dawg,” 
which feels incredibly perti-
nent to our current situation, 
despite being a reference to 
fame’s tendency to turn a per-
son into a caricature of  them-
selves.

One of  the only examples 
of  inter-album references 
comes on track six, “Why,” 
in which Fike sings about the 
“lady with the long legs” and 
says “I write about her thighs 

in my latest lines.” 
On the following track, 

“Chicken Tenders,” the chorus 
includes the lines, “When she 
hit the remote with her legs 
shakin.”’ Such is likely a ref-
erence to the love interest of  
“Why.”

Track 11, “Politics & Vio-
lence,” is the highlight of  the 
album. On it, Fike combines 
atmospheric, autotuned vo-
cals with synth work before a 
beat switch at the 1:50 mark, 
ushering in a strong rap verse 

in which Fike hazily floats be-
tween the snare hits.

Was this album bad, or 
were my expectations impos-
sibly high? Probably the lat-
ter. Nonetheless, I expected 
better from a kid who has the 
potential to be a dominant, 
genre-pushing voice for years 
to come.

Photo courtesy of Commons.wikimedia.org
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Let’s talk about sex, Muskie
Opinion Editor Charlie 

Gstalder recommended last 
week that we take a safe and 
healthy course of  action to 
prevent our school from 
falling victim to COVID-19 
closure. For the first time 
as a writer on his page, I’m 
prepared to say that he was 
completely right.

However, one crucial as-
pect of  his writing caught 
my eye. Sex!

Sex — a COVID-19 co-
nundrum strangely omitted 
from Xavier’s Community 
Commitment — has be-
come even more awkward 
than before for students 
striving to pop their uni-
versity cherries. Most of  
us, myself  included, didn’t 
think that was even possi-
ble.

But, as we learn to han-
dle this pandemic together, 
we aren’t talking about this 
one thing that quite a few 
Muskies are doing.

Safe sex is taking on a 
new meaning beyond what 
we learned in health class. I, 
a 19-year-old who success-
fully completed sex educa-

You do not believe in 
God. Yes, you. Even if  you 
think you’ve been a good, 
God-fearing child of  the 
most high. Even if  you’ve 
gone to church every Sun-
day, you’re still probably 
wrong. Even if  you claim 
to believe in God, what do 
your actions say?  

I, like most of  my peers, 
have grown up with a Ju-
deo-Christian view of  the 
world influenced by the 
stories and belief  systems 
that have animated west-
ern culture for thousands 
of  years. 

So as far as I am con-
cerned, the only concrete 
take away you can have 
from a book as densely 
packed as the Bible is that 
all humans are inherently 
divine and deserve uncon-
ditional dignity and re-
spect. 

Right from the opening, 
the Bible explicitly states 
that all men are created 
in the image and likeness 
of  God. Even throughout 
the rest of  the Bible, the 

idea of  humanity sharing 
in the divine nature of  
God is a motif  that cuts 
through its most iconic 
stories. 

This idea of  the di-
vine individual might be 
the best idea that anyone 
has ever come up with. It 
is an idea that sits at the 
top of  the Declaration 
of  Independence in the 
phrase “All men are creat-
ed equal,” and it’s the idea 
that has driven some of  
humanity’s greatest col-
lective achievements. 

Without that idea, 
mathematicians from 
America could never work 
with Japanese engineers 
to make the International 
Space Station a reality. 

That said, I can see 
the deep irony in that the 
same people who used that 
phrase excluded from that 
promise those who didn’t 
share their skin color or 
gender. Nonetheless, the 
deep wisdom of  that state-
ment cannot be denied. 

The “created equal” 

ideal has become so en-
trenched in our thinking, 
but for a majority of  hu-
man history it would have 
been seen as a radical idea. 
Humans are inherently 
tribal creatures who like 
to create groups to sep-
arate themselves from 
others and to dehumanize 
outsiders. But as a nation, 
America has made a lot of  
progress to include more 
and more people in her 
fabric despite our tribal 
human nature. 

That’s not to say that 
we don’t have a long road 
ahead of  us. Recent events 
such as COVID-19 and 
Black Lives Matter pro-
tests show us as much. 
But it has always been my 
belief  that we are slowly 
working our way toward 
the inclusion of  every hu-
man person in spite of  our 
most primitive instincts.  

But my optimism has 
been undercut in recent 
years.  I’ve found my-
self  grappling with the 
thought that us citizens 

of  the United States never 
fully understood our core 
founding principles. We 
seem to be abandoning the 
idea while simultaneously 
using its very source as a 
justification. 

If  you think your God 
tells you that any human 
person deserves anything 
other than the utmost re-
spect and dignity, then 
they are no god at all. The 
idea that the God of  Abra-
ham would exclude people 
in any way is the height of  
hypocrisy. 

Nonetheless, all denom-
inations of  Christianity 
are guilty of  this type of  
thinking to some extent. 
Certain Protestants have 
been dismissive of  im-
migrants and their dig-
nity. Evangelicals hate 
everyone and everything 
that isn’t White. And fi-
nally, almost the entirety 
of  Christianity, includ-
ing and most notably the 
Catholics, has been and 
still is incredibly hostile 
to our LGBTQ+ brothers 

and sisters.  
I am tired of  Christen-

dom using God as a justifi-
cation to deny people their 
humanity. Stop perverting 
the message of  God. Spit-
ting on another person’s 
face is akin to spitting on 
God himself. 

So don’t believe in the 
God of  the clouds, for he 
is not there. Believe in the 
God that lives in the spirit 
of  all people, because that 
actually exists. 

tion courses in the eighth 
grade, no longer know the 
proper steps to fornicate 
conscientiously.

That lack of  knowledge 
is terrifying to me, but it’s 
also natural. We learn about 
condoms, birth control and 
other methods of  safe-
sex practice once for three 
weeks when we’re 13. The 
rest we’re expected to get 
from our parents — which 
might be effective for some, 
but is often overwhelming-
ly awkward and incomplete 
— or figure out on the job.

In itself, our sex ed is al-
ways incomplete. We learn 
about biology and bodily 
functions in our classes, but 
for the sexually-active indi-
vidual, the learning experi-
ence lasts a lifetime.

According to colleges-
tats.org, students reported 
having an average of  five 
sexual partners during their 
time in college. Imagine 
finding a prospective part-
ner, against all odds while 
following the COVID-19 
guidelines against going to 
bars, parties, restaurants or 

social gatherings. You don’t 
feel an emotional connec-
tion, but you are interested 
in having consensual sex 
with another adult.

A year ago, the only 
health questions involved 
were about responsible sex 
— do you have a condom? 
Are you comfortable with 
the amount of  previous 
partners they have had and 
the level of  sexually trans-
mitted infection testing 
they have had?

At its core, we are simply 
asking ourselves a question 
about responsibility: Do 
you feel you have adequate 
tools and information to 
prevent yourself  from re-
ceiving an STD or becom-
ing pregnant if  applicable?

If  you answer yes, and 
you and your partner are 
still interested, you can 
have “safe sex.” It was that 
easy.

Now, there is an addition-
al checklist. Not only must 
we follow these responsible 
sex guidelines, but we must 
follow an unclear, unspoken 
set of  rules which dictate 

both our own health and 
the health of  every person 
we come into contact with.

We have to ask ourselves: 
Do you have a mask? Do 
you know how many peo-
ple your partner has been 
in contact with, and if  any 
of  those people have test-
ed positive in the past 14 
days? Does your partner 
wear a mask when you’re 
not around? Do they attend 
bars, parties or gatherings, 
and do they socially dis-
tance?

We have to evaluate our 
comfort with our partners’ 
adherence to COVID-19 
guidelines as well as our 
comfort with their respon-
sible sex practices. We have 
to judge how much we trust 
the people we’re interested 
in hooking up with, often 
after knowing them for a 
short period of  time.

These aren’t the only 
questions we need to ask of  
ourselves and of  our part-
ners. But there is so much 
uncertainty surrounding 
this new form of  safety that 
it’s often difficult to discern 

which questions matter.
As college students, we 

must be accountable for ev-
ery element of  our social 
interactions during this 
pandemic. That’s why we 
must sexually reeducate 
ourselves about safe and 
healthy encounters.

I urge you to research 
your state’s guidelines for 
safe sex practices, research 
your school’s statements 
of  sexual health during the 
pandemic and research the 
people you’re interested in 
having sex with to ensure 
that your decisions are re-
sponsible and safe for the 
community that surrounds 
you.

Mo Juenger is the World 
News Editor for the News-
wire. She is a Sophmore 
history and Spanish major 
from Cincinnati, Ohio

Joseph Cotton is the Cam-
pus News editor for the 
Newswire from Deerborne 
Mich. Joseph is a junior 
Philosophy, Politics and the  
Public and Economics ma-
jor.
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Dashing to XU students is always X-citing, but not everyone treats me 
like a saint as Father B does when I bring him his favorite McFlurry. 
Here are the top four worst dashes I’ve done on Xavier’s campus.

1. Order: Wendy’s vanilla Frosty
 Turns out that this first-year didn’t change her location from her parents’ house 
in Covington. I didn’t figure that out until her parents informed me that I’d have to re-
turn to campus to give it to her. When I finally got to her room in Kuhlman, the Frosty 
was completely melted and running down my arms. She rolled her eyes, took the cup and 
closed the door. The Frosty stained my shoes and she gave me one star.
2. Order: Frisch’s Big Boy kids’ mac & cheese
 As I entered the Xavier University President’s Office, I handed the meal to the 
anonymous priest. He looked in the bag and frowned. He asked me where the swirly 
straw was for his drink. I responded that he didn’t ask for a swirly straw and he pouted 
saying he thought it was implied. I left for my next dash, but the next morning I found 
out that I had somehow been removed from the Dean’s List.
3. Order: Outback Steakhouse ribeye (rare)
Special Request: Please squeeze all of  the blood juice out of  the steak into a cup. Bring me the cup.
 Upon entering the Buenger suite, I asked the students on the couch if  any of  
them ordered Outback. They shook their heads and pointed to the left bedroom. The 
room was very dark and had all the blinds drawn. Instead of  a mattress, there was a 
wooden box on the ground. I didn’t see anyone so I was about to leave. Suddenly, a pale 
student rose from the coffin and the door behind me shut. ‘Oh, he’s a vampire’, I thought. 
He came at me, ready to suck my blood, but luckily I was doing a double order. I pulled 
out the Domino’s garlic bread from my DoorDash bag and made my escape.
4. Order: 50 count of  Hooters smoked wings
Special Request: Leave it by the door to the Pit
 I was skeptical about delivering a party-sized order in a pandemic. As I got to 
the door to Brockman’s pit, I overheard some commotion downstairs. My curiosity got 
the best of  me, and I went to check it out. I found myself  watching a COVID-19 regu-
lation-following fight club. Two people battled it out while fewer than eight spectators 
watched. Everyone was wearing masks, and after each punch made contact they would 
stop to sanitize before starting the fight again.
  “Hey, you were supposed to leave the wings at the door!” I heard one Brockman 
barbarian yell. “He’s gonna narc!” Although I promised I wouldn’t, the only way to prove 
I was chill was to participate in their brutal yet socially distant sport. After two hours 
and tons of  hand sanitizer, I won the fight and left with a couple bruises and a black eye. 
I know I’m breaking the first rule of  Fight Club, but they broke the first rule of  Door-
Dash: always give a damn tip.

Aries: Be nicer this week. Actually 
say goodbye to the people in your 
Zoom breakout room — don’t be a 
goon and immediately leave when 

given the chance. 

Gemini: This week you will receive 
divine wisdom from that guy you’ve 
never seen sober. Unless you are that 

guy who no one ever sees sober, in 
which case go spout some nonsense 

to other geminis. 

Cancer: There was a perfect half-
moon Tuesday, meaning this will be 

a week of halves! You’ll have half  
the homework, half the quizzes and 
you’ll be half the man you used to 

be. 

Leo: The sun isn’t happy with you, 
so this week every hand sanitizing 
station you pass will be the white 

ones with the slimy stuff that smells 
like tequila. 

Virgo: Don’t let society lie to you: 
Burger 513 says it’s closed on the 
app, but if  you go there you’ll see 

they are indeed still serving their 10 
items to the masses. 

Taurus: Jaywalk this week! 
Cincinatti drivers don’t even care 
if you’re on a crosswalk, so why 

even bother? 

Scorpio: No matter how “cute” you 
think your mask is, it still pales in 

comparison to the Chad N95. People 
who wear N95s f  ck. 

Aquarius: Watch out, you’re going 
to fall into a rabbit hole this week! 
And not some Alice in Wonderland 

situation. We’re talking a literal 
rabbit hole. You are going to crush a 

baby rabbit. 

Capricorn: Club day is in three 
parts this year. Now you have two     

extra chances not to go to it! 

Sagittarius: If  you see a guy 
skateboarding through campus, do 
us all a favor and trip them. Make 

sure they’re not a longboarder 
though — those guys are cool. 

Libra: Sometimes you don’t know 
what you’ve got till it’s gone. Like 
how you don’t notice the lack of  
napkins in the caf  until you spill 

sour cream all over yourself. 

Pisces: Go back and fully read the 
rest of  the Newswire. I know you 

skimmed it! You can skip the Op-Ed 
page though — that page blows. 

Fictionary

Fancer (FAAN-ser): Sickness that a recipient gains through over-enthusiastic 
supporters on Twitter. 
Ex: All these K-Pop fancams give me fancer.
 
Awkcent (awh-/K/-sehn-t): A particular feeling one gets upon meeting a person 
with an unidenti�able way of speaking. 
 
Pestimisstick (pest-A-miss-tick): Sorrow over the accidental murder of a bug.
 
Maskne (MASK-nee): Pimples caused by a face covering.

“On-white”: A color so blindingly bleached bright it fries the entirety of your 
cornea.

BY TESS BREWER

Your weekly well of wacky words™

BY JACOB SMITH 

Xavier: A
Driver’s Hell
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It’s easy to make fun of girls online 

Social media isn’t going 
away, but it feels like we’ve 
had the same conversation 
around it for years. We owe 
it to ourselves to do more 
in our conversations on so-
cial media and its impacts 
on our generation and the 
world around us. Whether 
we’re creating or consum-
ing, user-driven media puts 
more re-
s p o n s i -
bility on 
us as the 
audience   
As most 
students 
on cam-
pus, I 
came of  
age right 
a l o n g -
side social networking sites. 
I’ve heard the criticism 
of  “those kids and their 
phones” since the original 
iPhone was released. 

Conversations around 
social media have in the 
past been led by care pro-
viders, by the concerned 
teachers and parents who 
observe how we’ve expe-
rienced social media from 
the outside, but have never 
lived it themselves. 

As such, these discussions 
have been reduced to lazy 
dialogues on mental health, 
loneliness and perfection-
ism. Such “symptoms” can 
easily be  self-identified 
by teens or recognized by 
caregivers, but lack nuance. 

Rather than focusing on 
whether people should use 
social media or to what ex-
tent they spend their time 
devoted to it,, but how they 
can interact with content in 
a way that minimizes harm 
to themselves and oth-
er. 

What I really want to see 
people talk about is the dou-

ble-edged 
sword of  
user-driv-
en media, 
p a r t i c u -
larly as it 
relates to 
trends and 
i m p l i c i t 
biases. Us-
er-driven 
m e d i a ’ s 

existence is the epitome of  
pushed down barriers. 

Contrary to established 
media such as TV broad-
casts or 
H o l l y -
w o o d 
f i l m s , 
apps like 
Twitter 
and Tik-
Tok are 
rife with 
opportu-
nities for 
anyone’s 
trend to catch on. 

As opposed to bud-
get-draining and labor-in-
tensive production, a viral 
TikTok can come from 
practically any device with 

Re�ections on inherent bias in user driven media 

Conversations around 
social media have in the 
past been led by care 
providers... who observe 
how we’ve experienced 
social media from the 
outside, but have never 
lived it themselves. 

To put it simply, it’s way 
easier for the audience to 
slip into trends that are 
sexist, racist, homophobic, 
Islamophobic and other 
-itsts and -phobic to grab 
our attention.

Heather Gast is the Editor 
in Chief  of  the Newswire. 
She is a senior Philosophy, 
Politics, and the Public ma-
jor from Cincinnati Ohio

Photo courtesy of @heir.of.atticus on Instagram

a camera that connects to 
the internet. This is fan-
tastic as we’re able to pro-
vide platforms for people 
and connect them to others 
more than ever before.

Simultaneously, without 
these barriers, there are 
thousands more hours of  
user-driven media floating 
around. This saturation 
creates ample competition 
for views and engagement. 
As such, trends often ap-
peal to the parts of  our 
psyche reached within five 
to 60 seconds. 

On TikTok and Twit-
ter I’ll scroll past and like 
a handful of  snippets of  
Tweets or videos every few 
minutes. There’s no way I 
actually considered the im-
pact of  this entertainment 
in that time.

This fast-tracked enter-
tainment plays on our fears, 

insecu-
r i t i e s 
and in-
t e r n a l 
b i a s e s 
t h a t 
we are 
c o n d i -
t i o n e d 
to be-
l i e v e . 
T o 

put it simply, it’s way eas-
ier for the audience to slip 
into trends that are sexist, 
racist, homophobic, Islam-
ophobic and other -ists and 
-phobic to grab our atten-
tion. 

This can be extraordi-
narily subtle, so much so 
that it requires the user, 
who is looking for a distrac-
tion from the world that 
they don’t have to use their 
brain for, to train them-
selves to act against these 
biases. 

For instance, in the last 
year I have seen trends dis-
paraging women who fit in 
these categories:

Millennial mothers
Teenage girls who go 
on missions trips
Pick me girls (reject 
femininity and strive to 
fit the ideals of  men)
Chavs (a subculture of  
Northern British teen-
age girls who dress in 
sportswear and write 
diss tracks about each 
other)
Girls who sell clothes 
on the thrifting app De-
pop
“Christian Girl Au-
tumn” (young white 
Christian women that 
wear sweaters, scarves 
and riding boots, often 
found with a travel cof-

fee mug and Bible)
Hot Cheeto girls (snack 
on Hot Cheetos with 
long, acrylic fingernails 
-- implied to be Black or 
Latina)
Girls who use the photo 
editing app VSCO 
Sorority sisters
Horse girls

Meanwhile, here is the 
list of  strictly masculine 
stereotypes it was cool for 
anyone to mock in the last 
year:

Lightskins (f*ckboys 
that are Black or mixed 
guys with lighter com-
plexions, often overdra-
matic)
Kevin Nguyens (f*ck-
boys that are Asian)
Indie/skater boys (skin-
ny boys who gaslight 
women)
Eboys (a subculture in-
spired by skater, goth 
and gamer culture)
Incels (“involuntary 
celibates” who spend 
their time degrading 
women on Reddit)
POV guys (Act out 
“point of  view” scenar-
ios where the audience 
is another character in 
a scene. Scenes are of-
ten outlandish and at 
least vaguely sexual or 
violent)
Frat bros

Notice that the list of  
feminine subcultures that 
were belittled is nearly 
twice as long as masculine 
subcultures. Additional-

ly, lightskins, indie/skater 
boys, Eboys, and POV guys 
alike were all admired at 
some point, if  not at the 
same time that they were 
mocked. 

I will also note that 
these are specifically trends 
where those from outside 
are belittling those par-
ticipating in a subculture. 
There’s plenty of  trends 
poking fun at one’s own 
community as well, such 
as gay users claiming they 
can’t drive or do math. 

By not engaging in these 
conversations about the im-
pact of  social media we’re 
accepting the immaturity 
placed on us and only push-
ing these problems deeper. 
We need to grow up and 
take on these challenges 
ourselves. Allow this arti-
cle to be a wake-up call to 
remember the biases with-
in yourself  you’re working 
to challenge as you veg out 
on your phone. Decide what 
you truly want your “likes” 
to support.

An example of an Eboy.

An example of the Hot Cheeto girl trend.
Photo courtesy of @thesalstyles on TikTok


