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former president Graham in 
2017.

Dr. Colleen Hanycz, presi-
dent, was among those in at-
tendance who addressed the 
significance of  renaming the 
building. 

Student Government As-
sociation President Mickey 
Townsend also spoke, blessing 
the hall. 

“Please allow Justice Hall 
to be the cornerstone of  Xavi-
er University’s mission, help-
ing us be more inclusive and 
loving,” Townsend stated. “As 
we remember the past of  this 
building and the past of  our 
university, open our hearts to 
understand the pain and hurt.”

The ceremony ended with 
the traditional closing of  the 
Spirit Celebration: blessings 
from faith leaders across cam-
pus who represent various de-
nominations and religions. 

Four justice-seekers announced as namesakes of the building’s towers
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI AND 
TREVOR TIEMEYER

Editor-in-Chief and 
Guest Writer

The Xavier community 
congregated on Tuesday to 
recognize the renaming of  
Justice Hall and to announce 
the first four individuals who 
will be the namesakes of  the 
building’s four towers. 

To conclude the annual 
Spirit Celebration, attendees 
migrated from Bellarmine 
Chapel to the doors of  Jus-
tice Hall and the Hoff  Dining 
Commons, assembling below 
the Student Commitment 
banner. 

Dr. Julia O’Hara, co-chair 
of  the Fenwick Place Renam-
ing Committee, shared that 
Justice Hall’s towers will be 
named after Henrietta Wood, 
John Lewis, Antonio Johnson 
and Dr. Janice Walker. 

The first tower will be 
named after Henrietta Wood, 
a freed woman living in Cin-
cinnati who was kidnapped 
and sold back into slavery in 
1853. After the Civil War, she 
sued her owner for repara-
tions and won. 

“Henrietta Wood’s story 
reminds us that we live in a 
society where slavery once ex-
isted, and its legacies continue 
to exist. By commemorating 
her, we signal our refusal to 
erase this history from public 
view,” O’Hara explained. 

The second tower will be 
dedicated to former Senator 
John Lewis, a civil rights ac-
tivist who participated in the 
march from Selma and served 
as a congressman for Georgia 
for more than 30 years. 

“Our commemoration of  
him reminds us that the work 
left to be done in our own 
community and beyond to 
ensure that the blessings of  
American liberty and justice 
are shared by all,” O’Hara ex-
plained. 

Antonio Johnson will be 

the namesake of  the third 
tower. He was a former Xavi-
er student who was a student 
leader and activist, serving as 
president of  the Afro-Amer-
ican Students Association, 
now called the Black Student 
Association. 

“He passed away at the 
age of  22. The Xavier com-
munity remembers him as a 
compassionate, committed, 
and persuasive advocate for 
social justice,” O’Hara said. 
“Our commemoration of  him 
affirms that Xavier students 
can and do change the world 
for the better.”

Finally, Dr. Janice Walker, 
a notable professor of  math-
ematics and the former Vice 
President of  Institutional Di-
versity and Inclusion, will be 
commemorated in the fourth 
tower. 

“Dr Janice Walker has 

been a path-breaking leader 
at Xavier,” O’Hara said. “Our 
commemoration of  her rec-
ognizes the power of  Xavier’s 
faculty, staff  and administra-
tors to make an enduring im-
pact on our community.”

The decision to commem-
orate four justice-seekers was 
announced last winter in the 
renaming committee’s rec-
ommendation letter to former 
president Fr. Michael Gra-
ham.

“We recommended that 
Fenwick Place be renamed 
Justice Hall and that each of  
its four towers be named for 
individuals whom we wish to 
honor for their service to the 
cause of  justice,” the letter 
read. “In the spirit of  continu-
ing the process of  dialogue, 
we also recommended that the 
towers be renamed periodi-
cally through a collaborative 

process.” 
After it was discovered 

that Xavier’s founder, Bishop 
Edward Fenwick, owned en-
slaved individuals, a working 
group was tasked with assess-
ing how the university could 
respond. 

The resulting renaming 
committee chose Justice Hall 
to remember the injustices 
of  the past while recognizing 
the continual need to work 
towards justice. Members of  
the committee were aided by 
the Stained Glass Initiative, a 
group dedicated to addressing 
Xavier’s historical connection 
to slavery.

The building was official-
ly renamed on July 1, when 
Physical Plant staff  replaced 
the lettering on the side of  
the building and on campus 
maps. This marked the end of  
a four-year process started by 

To conclude this year’s Spirit Celebration, students, faculty and staff  gathered outside Justice Hall to bless and dedicate the newly 
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A letter from administrators was sent last Thursday to address incidents
Vandalism email faces backlash

In a letter to the Xavier 
community, Vice President 
of  Risk Management Jeff  
Coleman and Chief  Student 
Affairs Officer Dave Johnson 
outlined new guidelines for 
responding to racially-moti-
vated incidents of  vandalism 
on Xavier’s campus.  

In January, stickers pro-
moting a White nationalist 
group were found around 
Xavier’s campus. 

The Black Lives Matter 
banner outside Bellarmine 
Chapel was also defaced and 
cut on multiple occasions. 
This was not the first time 
such an incident had occurred, 
as similar acts took place in 
2019.

Each time, the incidents 
were condemned by the uni-
versity, declared as bias inci-
dents and officially investi-
gated by XUPD. Labor Day 
weekend saw a similar inci-
dent take place, with more 
stickers bearing the White 
nationalist group name and 
message placed in prominent 
spots across campus. 

The letter reads: “To truly 

‘prevent’ the kind of  abhor-
rent behavior that we are ex-
periencing would require that 
we cultivate a dramatically 
different campus experience, 
adopting measures that would 
shift our campus into a far 
more guarded, exclusive and 
insular space.” 

The letter expresses hes-
itancy in reporting the name 
of  the hate group to prevent 
its message from being spread 
further and warns against 
posting about these incidents 
on social media. 

“Going forward, we will 
update students and employ-
ees through internal com-
munication tools rather than 
social media, to ensure our re-
sponse to these incidents does 
not further encourage these 
groups and provide attention 
to their causes,” report Cole-
man and Johnson.

A student responded to 
the statement, saying, “I find 
myself  reading through these 
statements and think ‘This 
really happens on campus?’ 
Because no one really talks 
about it… There are other 
people that attend school here 
and they want to know what 
is going on, because their lives 
are potentially at risk with 

this stuff.” 
The email stated that there 

is no reason to believe that 
harm to any student is likely.

One student expressed 
doubt about this belief.

“I think one thing that 
bothers me is that they rec-
ognize that what these people 
are doing is wrong, but they 
are also stating that they don’t 
think anything harmful will 
happen… But who’s to say 
that they wouldn’t turn vio-

lent if  they saw a person of  
color at the time? They could 
just be testing the waters, 
and it could totally turn into 
something bigger,” one stu-
dent said.

The most recent incident 
involved a large sticker pro-
moting White nationalist 
group being placed over a map 
near Hailstones Hall. There 
were attempts by XUPD to 
remove the sticker, but even-
tually it was covered by white 

duct tape. 
“I called XUPD to report 

it since it was early on La-
bor Day... I was expecting 
a follow up email similar to 
last year when they tore the 
BLM signs, but I never saw 
anything of  it, which I found 
odd,” the student said.

“Though considering the 
new protocol, I guess that 
makes sense, I just find it sick-
ening that there’s people out 
there who actually believe 
such a tormented ideology 
and want to spread hatred,” 
the student added.

The same student ex-
pressed concern over the uni-
versity’s efforts to keep all 
investigations and news of  
these incidents internal.

“The covering up of  these 
things is concerning for the 
safety of  our campus,” they 
said.

The students responding 
to these incidents and the 
university’s response wished 
to remain anonymous out of  
fear of  retaliation by the uni-
versity. 

If  further incidents oc-
cur, students can report them 
through the Guardian Appli-
cation, or by reaching XUPD 
at (513) 745-2000.
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BY GRACE HAMILTON AND
OLIVIA VALKNER

In a letter to campus, the university addressed the racially-motivated  
incidents on campus, most recently by a Labor Day vandalism.

Cincinnati to host Story Quilts project in October

Story Quilts, a national 
project dedicated to truth and 
reconciliation, is in Cincin-
nati and challenging Xavier 
students to be a part of  the 
conversations surrounding 
systemic racism and social 
justice.

The project is a part of  Na-
tional Truth and Reconcilia-
tion, a division of  the Center 
for Community Resilience at 
Washington University and 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Grant Program. It is present-
ed via the Learning Through 
Art (LTA).

The program was inspired 
by Dr. Carolyn Mazloomi, 
an African-American author 
and quilter, who created a 
quilt in response to the death 
of  George Floyd. Her quilts 
hang in art museums around 
the world, and these quilts 
sparked an interest in the di-
rector of  Story Quilts, Kathy 
Wade.

“In my head, I knew that 
I wanted to do something 
where we could combine art 
to have these difficult conver-
sations about truth and rec-
onciliation around racism,” 
Wade said.

Wade sees these quilts as a 
way to launch conversations 
about individual truths while 
coming together as a commu-
nity to have large conversa-
tions about racism in today’s 
society.

A national project called Story Quilts is coming to Cincinnati, challenging 
Xavier students and community members to participate in the project.   

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

Mazloomi gave LTA per-
mission to use her quilts in a 
show that is currently being 
held at the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom 
Center in downtown Cincin-
nati. The showcase feeds into 
the second part of  the pro-
gram and includes making 
individual quilt squares while 
facilitating conversations 
about racism.

This allows Xavier stu-
dents and community mem-
bers to come in and share 
their own stories. 

Dr. Erica Page, the Pro-
gram Manager and Organiza-
tional Effectiveness Manager 
for Story Quilts, emphasized 
the importance of  sharing a 
safe space.

“We don’t just sit people 
down with craft materials and 
hope they talk about some-
thing serious,” Page noted. 
“Facilitators are there to help 
people feel more comfortable 
to share things that may have 
been traumatizing in the past 
or struggles they currently 
face.”

The third and final aspect 
of  the program is a concert 
program titled “A Black An-
thology of  Music: The Resil-
ience of  Jazz.” The concert is 
centered around the parallels 
between jazz and system-
ic racism in the framing of  
America. The details of  the 
performance are still in the 
works, but it has been moved 
to a virtual platform to offer 
more community members a 

BY EMILY CROFT chance to watch the perfor-
mance.

Story Quilts was set to 
hold a facilitated conversa-
tion on Xavier’s campus, but 
they were forced to postpone 
the event due to an increase 
in COVID-19 cases. To com-
bat the issue of  uncertainty 
in the pandemic, Story Quilts 
moved to a virtual format so 
that students are still given 
the opportunity to participate 
in the community conversa-
tion. This virtual event will 
be held on Oct. 6 at 6 p.m.

Dr. Jamie Trnka, a Xavier 
professor and conversation 
facilitator for Story Quilts, 
stressed the powerful oppor-
tunity the program provides 
to students and all Xavier 
community members. 

“It’s important to make 
sure our own campus dialogue 
stays connected to dialogues 
that extend to other commu-
nities that we may be more 
adjacent to than integrated 
with,” Trnka noted. 

She believes we are called 
to “understand better the 
communities we touch and 
our members are differently 
affiliated with.”

Event facilitators hope 
the virtual format will al-
low students to learn about 
themselves, along with their 
identities and core values. 
The participants will move 
to smaller breakout rooms to 
have facilitated conversations, 
sharing their quilt square and 
what it means to them.

In the end, the organizers 
will ask all participants to up-
load photos of  their specific 
quilt square to Story Quilts 
to share their experience and 
story. Students then can go to 
storyquilts2021.com and not 
only see the different squares, 
but assemble their own quilt, 
choosing pieces on the web-
site they like.

“We want people to know 
that these quilt squares are 
the emphasis for them to 
keep the conversation going,” 
Wade said.

There will be pre-packaged 
materials available on campus 
on Oct. 6 for students to make 
their quilt squares without 
having to buy their own ma-
terials.
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Cintas Center adds new upgrades
The home of Xavier basketball receives a new jumbotron and more updates

September 13, 2021
Student Government 
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Res Life witnesses large Hall Director turnover
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BY JUSTIN MALONE 
Guest Writer

fan experience. Better audio and picture quality headline these updates.

The Office of  Residence 
Life (Res Life) welcomes five 
new Hall Directors this year, 
COVID-19 and educational 
opportunities to a high turn-
over rate for the position in 
the past year. Of  the six, five 
are new to the position at 

Newswire photo by Alex Budzynski

Xavier.
Res Life’s mission is to help 

students of  Xavier succeed in 
communities that are inclu-
sive, accepting and accommo-
dating. 

Explaining the office’s pur-
pose, Senior Director of  the 
Office of  Residence Life, Lori 
Lambert provided a brief  
statement about the goals Res 

BY MORGAN MILES Life aims to achieve.
“We are committed to pro-

viding continued learning 
and leadership opportunities 
outside of  the classroom,” 
she stated, connecting Jesuit 
values to the foundation and 
mission of  Res Life. 

As a senior director with 
34 years of  experience, Lam-
bert admitted that her favorite 
part of  working with Res Life 
is the staff: the central office, 
hall directors and RAs.

Underneath the Res Life 
office umbrella, hall directors 
are professional staff  tasked 
with watching over their as-
signed residential area. They 
are trained to act for educa-
tional opportunities and work 
closely with Student Affairs. 

The turnover rate for hall 
directors has been higher 
than average this year.

“Typically, we don’t have 
this much turnover all at 
once,” Lambert said, chalking 
up the numbers to COVID-19 
and other opportunities 
the previous hall directors 
chose to pursue. Without 
COVID-19, Lambert esti-
mated that the turnover rate 
would’ve only been half, if  
even that. 

She added that the new 
staff  has been able to pick up 
the procedures and practic-
es put into place throughout 
2020 and reestablish them 
this year.

Despite the pandemic-spe-
cific practices and procedures, 
the expectations for staff  

were generally the same as 
any year. 

“COVID certainly has us 
more focused on safety and 
health,” Lambert said, refer-
ring to the responsibilities of  
hall directors. 

“We do our best to enforce 
the guidelines... to keep stu-
dents healthy,” she added.

Another challenge the Res 
Life staff  faces is vandalism 
within Xavier’s facilities. Ac-
knowledging the work put 

into the quality of  the com-
munities at Xavier, Lambert 
feels disappointed and dis-
heartened that vandalism is a 
problem the staff  has to en-
counter. 

“We need the help of  the 
students in the buildings,” 
Lambert urged. 

Encouraging the “see 
something, say something” 
policy, Res Life staff  aims 
to reduce vandalism and the 
stress it can create.

The completion of  a multi 
million dollar technology 
project in Cintas Center has 
enhanced the game day expe-
rience for Xavier sports fans 
and student athletes.

These upgrades include a 
new, high-definition score-
board, two and a half  times 
the size of  its predecessor, 
with an improved fascia rib-
bon display, updated graphics 
systems and high-definition 
cameras for game broadcasts.

The $3 million investment 
for the project was funded 
through private gifts and rev-
enue from Xavier’s multime-
dia rights relationship with 
Learfield IMG College, a 
third-party collegiate market-
ing firm.  

The decision to upgrade 
the scoreboard and ensuing 
technology came after the 
previous scoreboard display, 
installed in 2010, began aging 
in modern-day picture quality. 
The new main video board is 
an upgrade in both size and 
resolution.  

The third-generation 
scoreboard is manufactured 
by ANC, a company that spe-
cializes in the production of  

customized multimedia dis-
plays.

Each video board makes 
up one side of  the scoreboard 
and has a four-megapixel res-
olution. 

The ribbon display will 
mainly be used for sponsor 
displays or fan cues during the 
game.  

“The new scoreboard will 
be a game changer for fan 
experience,” Brian Hicks, the 
associate athletics director for 
external relations at Xavier, 
said. “(It) will impact every 
facet of  the game experience.”  

“We try to make the in-ven-
ue experience a lot different 
from watching television at 
home, and the technology in 
the building goes a long way 
to help enhance the fan expe-
rience, from sponsor engage-
ment to fan prompts,” Hicks 
added.  

These changes will affect 
game day for both fans in Cin-
tas and those at home. 

Fans at home will be able 
to view live streams or broad-
casts of  Xavier games in bet-
ter quality picture and with 
better audio. 

Technology infrastructure 
also had behind-the-scenes 
upgrades. Cintas officials hope 
the new high-definition cam-

eras and updated graphics will 
allow for smoother operations 
of  the video boards during 
games. This also lets the fans 
watch replays, highlights or 
view scores on a  crisper and 
more detailed quality display.  

Administrators hope the 
scoreboard and technolo-
gy improvements will help 
the Cintas Center remain an 
up-to-date facility, especially 
since it is a 21-year-old ven-
ue. Hicks called Cintas Xavi-
er Athletics’ “front porch,” 
making it vital to invest in the 
building.  

The Cintas Center is also 
undergoing cosmetic ren-
ovations to upgrade the 
concourse and the technol-
ogy located on it with new 
high-definition televisions 
and audio speakers.  

Future Cintas projects in-
clude finishing team locker 
room projects for Xavier and 
visiting student athletes, as 
well as the construction of  
the Klekamp Family Training 
Center adjacent to Cintas, an 
auxiliary gym and strength 
and conditioning facility.  

“We have also had other 
strategic investments in the 
student athlete side, which 
helps recruit and provide a 
better experience for our stu-

dent athletes,” Hicks noted.  
Early fan responses of  the 

upgrades, especially the video 
scoreboard, have been large-
ly positive. The video board 
and technology updates will 
be utilized in Cintas events 

this season, and administra-
tors hope this will allow more 
Xavier fans to have a greater 
gameday experience and to 
enjoy cheering on the Mus-
keteers in the newly-updated 
arena. 

The current SGA Executives announced 
that the vacancy left as a result of  Vice 
President Marina Salazar’s resignation will 
not be filled. According to the SGA Consti-
tution under Section 6d, the President can 
choose whether or not to fill a vacancy at 
the end of  a term.    
       
 
Leah Busam-Klenowski and Dustin Lewis, 
SGA faculty advisors, challenged the Sen-
ators to come up with the three biggest is-
sues on campus currently and work to find 
resolutions to them.
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Wiley woolies, quarantining quarantines

Students weigh in on statues
BY JACKSON HARE

The Lighter Side
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Pureval, Mann to debate at Xavier
The mayoral candidates focus on economic, COVID-19 recovery in platforms
BY SOPHIE BOULTER AND 
ETHAN NICHOLS
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German election: Scholz leads pack
On Sept. 26, Germans 

will cast their votes to select 
representatives for the feder-
al Parliament, known as the 
Bundestag. Olaf  Scholz of  
the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) leads current polls, fol-
lowed closely by Armin Lash-
et of  the Christian Democrat-
ic Party (CDU) and Annalena 
Baerbock of  the Green Party.

Each voter casts two votes 
in the election: one for a polit-
ical party, and one for a specif-
ic member of  the Bundestag. 
Following the vote, members 
will form a majority coalition 
based on party affiliation and 
select the next chancellor. 

A coalition is a partner-
ship in government of  two or 
more parties. The chancellor 
tends to be selected from the 
party with the most votes in 
the election.

Although the winning par-
ty will be known on election 
night, the next chancellor 
will not be revealed until this 
party secures an absolute ma-
jority in the Bundestag and 
announces their decision. In-
cumbent chancellor Angela 
Merkel is not running in this 
election, marking an end to 
her 16-year run in office.

Scholz, who has served as 
vice-chancellor in Germany’s 
coalition government for the 
past four years, is a member of  
the SPD. His platform — con-
sidered left-wing by Ameri-
can standards, and center-left 
by European ones — has in-

curred favor with the public 
due to his radical proposals 
and promise for change.

The SPD platform in-
cludes promises to raise the 
minimum wage, reinstitute a 
wealth tax on higher income 
brackets and revamp the wel-
fare system in Germany to 
better serve disadvantaged 
people.

Scholz has also criticized 
prevailing German cultural 
norms about merit and suc-
cess, specifically the notion 
that white-collar profession-
als have more merit than their 
blue-collar counterparts.

“Why did Britain vote for 
Brexit if  it was against its 
own interest? Why did Amer-
ica vote for Trump? I believe 
it is because people are expe-
riencing deep social insecuri-
ties, and lack appreciation for 
what they do,” Scholz stated 
before a campaign rally in 
Lower Saxony.

Scholz is favored by voters 
who support strong German 
involvement with the Euro-
pean Union (EU). Given the 
powerful role played by Ger-
many throughout Merkel’s 
tenure as chancellor, it is like-
ly that the next chancellor will 
also serve as de facto leader of  
the EU.

“I believe that progress for 
the EU has to be Germany’s 
most pressing mission right 
now. Even more so after Great 
Britain sadly left,” Scholz stat-
ed.

Election polls published 
last week show Scholz’s party 

leading the CDU by 3-5 per-
centage points, accounting for 
25% and 21% of  the total vote 
respectively. 

The Greens, an environ-
mentalist center-left coalition, 
remain third in the polls with 
17% of  the vote. This rep-
resents a shift from past elec-
tions, where the CDU held the 
highest share of  votes.

The CDU is the largest 
party in the Bundestag, hav-
ing won 26.8% of  votes in the 
2017 election.

Laschet was nominated as 
Merkel’s successor in April. 
Members of  the CDU have 
cited Merkel’s popularity as 
chancellor and the party’s past 

DOJ sues Texas over “unconstitutional” abortion bill
The Department of  Justice 

(DOJ) sued Texas over its ban 
on abortions after six weeks 
of  pregnancy, arguing that 
the ban is unconstitutional for 
“thwarting” the traditional 
process of  judicial review.

This lawsuit is the first 
significant step by the Biden 
administration to contest 
the most restrictive ban on 
abortion in the U.S. The ac-
tion comes after the Supreme 
Court denied abortion clinics’ 
requests last week to block 
Texas’s law. 

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland said that the abortion 
law was purposefully created 
to stop women from exercis-
ing their rights. 

“The obvious — and ex-
pressly acknowledged — in-
tention of  this statutory 
scheme is to prevent women 
from exercising their consti-
tutional rights by thwarting 
judicial review for as long as 
possible. Thus far, the law has 
had its intended effect,” Gar-
land said. 

The Texas law attempt-
ed to circumvent Supreme 
Court rulings which protect 
the right to abortion. By en-
couraging private citizens to 
enforce the ban through civil 
lawsuits, the bill has thus far 

avoided challenges in court.
“This kind of  scheme to 

nullify the Constitution of  the 
United States is one that all 
Americans — whatever their 
politics or party — should 
fear. If  it prevails, it may be-
come a model for action in 
other areas, by other states, 
and with respect to other con-
stitutional rights and judicial 
precedents,” Garland said.

Garland argued that the 
Texas law would impede fed-
eral programs from carrying 
out their duties. For example, 
employees of  the Depart-
ments of  Defense and Labor 
were singled out for having 
“federal obligations” to ensure 
abortion access for affected 
citizens.

The lawsuit seeks a declar-
atory judgement stating that 
the Texas law is “invalid” un-
der the Constitution’s Four-
teenth Amendment and Su-
premacy Clause. The lawsuit 
also seeks an injunction which 
would forbid any future en-
forcement of  the law.

Last week, Texas abortion 
clinics requested that the Su-
preme Court block the abor-
tion law. The Supreme Court 
decided in an unsigned order 
to reject the clinics’ request, 
writing that the law was too 
procedurally “complex” to 
block.

BY SOPHIE BOULTER
World News Editor

“The applicants now before 
us have raised serious ques-
tions regarding the consti-
tutionality of  the Texas law 
at issue. But their application 
also presents complex and 
novel antecedent procedural 
questions on which they have 
not carried their burden,” the 
court said in a 5-4 decision. 

The court did not rule on 
the constitutionality of  the 
law. This means that if  the 
justices decide to hear the 
DOJ’s case, they may eventu-
ally decide on a different rul-
ing. 

Critics of  the DOJ lawsuit 
argue that it is politically mo-
tivated and aims to distract 
from the Biden administra-
tion’s policies. 

“President Biden and his 
administration are more inter-
ested in changing the national 
narrative from their disas-
trous Afghanistan evacuation 
and reckless open border pol-
icies instead of  protecting the 
innocent unborn,” Renae Eze, 
a spokeswoman for Gov. Greg 
Abbott, R-Texas, said. 

Pro-choice organizations, 
including Planned Parent-
hood, have supported the DOJ 
in the lawsuit, arguing that 
the Texas law contradicts the 
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade 
ruling which protects the 
right to abortion.

success as reasons for select-
ing Laschet, in addition to the 
center-right policies the party 
has implemented throughout 
Merkel’s tenure. 

Baerbock, the Green Par-
ty leader, has argued that the 
electoral realignment in Ger-
many will benefit more radical 
parties, such as the Greens.

“We need change to pre-
serve what we love and cher-
ish. Change requires courage, 
and change is on the ballot on 
Sept. 26,” she said.

Germans are divided on 
the candidates, particularly on 
Laschet, who is a controver-
sial figure within the CDU.

“In this year’s German par-

liamentary election, none of  
the three major candidates is 
convincing in my opinion,” 
Charlie Scholl, a political sci-
ence student at Ludwig Maxi-
milian University of  Munich, 
said. 

“The candidates of  the 
CDU and CSU... had problems 
from the beginning to collect 
sympathy points among the 
population, which resulted in 
the Union losing its lead and 
plummeting in the polls. The 
secret winner is the candidate 
of  the SPD, Olaf  Scholz, who 
brought the SPD back to the 
top of  the polls through his 
restrained behaviour,” she 
said. 

“We are in uncharted legal 
territory, a state where Roe v. 
Wade is no longer essential-
ly in effect,” Cecile Richards, 
former president of  Planned 
Parenthood, said.

Xavier students differed in 
their perceptions of  the bill. 

Alexa Ollier, a senior phi-
losophy major, said that the 
bill was the first step to a 
“pro-life dystopia.”

 “The ‘heartbeat bill’ is an 
attack on public safety that 
threatens to allow an antago-
nistic threat mindset to flour-

ish in Texas and other states, 
if  the bill persists,” she said. 

Maggie Hohlefelder, a se-
nior theology major, argued 
that, though the bill was 
a “victory” for the pro-life 
movement, it is insufficient on 
its own. 

“We need to focus our ef-
forts on giving pregnant and 
parenting women access to 
good healthcare, paid mater-
nity leave and social safety 
nets. The pro-life movement 
should be there fighting for 
it,” she said.

Pureval, Mann to debate at Xavier
BY IVY LEWIS
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As the COVID-19 Delta 
variant rips its way through 
the U.S., vaccine mandates 
are becoming increasingly 
common in workplaces and 
schools. Arguments against 
getting the shots such as “the 
government can’t make me” 
and “it’s a free country” are 
seeming to have less and less 
leverage as we move forward 
as a nation. 

Last Thursday, President 
Joe Biden gave the country 
a huge push in the right di-
rection when he delivered a 
pointed speech addressing the 
roughly 80 million eligible 
Americans who remain un-
vaccinated. Though they are 
in the minority, Biden called 
them out for being the bar-
rier that is “keeping us from 
turning the corner.” And he 
couldn’t be more right. 

Not only did he hold these 
people up to some much need-
ed criticism, but he also set in 
place a mandate that will ap-

As I wrote last week, de-
mocracy is dying. But, it’s 
not only politics that are fail-
ing. Belief  and faith seem to 
be at an all-time low as well. 
I don’t mean faith in a purely 
religious sense. I mean it in 
a much broader sense of  the 
word. I’m talking about be-
lief  or faith in morals, values 
and social ideologies. I know 
that may sound pretty reli-
gious, but I’m also account-
ing for the fact that religion 
also seems to be dying. 

We all know that belief  in 
religion is declining, but in 
a more general sense, peo-
ple don’t even believe in the 
morals that religions have 
espoused either. It doesn’t 
take one being a Christian to 
believe in neighborly love.

My point is: There don’t 
seem to be any more values 
or ideologies that are sol-
idly held up in society, and 
therefore, the masses are 
unsubscribing from them. 
The only thing people seem 
to care about anymore are 
likes, followers, how much 
money they have or how big 
their gains are. Every day, it 

seems like we’re running out 
of  things to believe in. But 
who’s to say we can’t come 
up with new morals and so-
cial values to wholeheartedly 
believe and have faith in? 

Our generation has the 
potential of  being the great-
est generation there ever 
was. However, it takes two 
things: the choice to want 
to be a part of  the greatest 
generation and putting in 
the work to earn it. 

This isn’t something new; 
we have seen rapid and rad-
ical change in social values 
throughout history with 
the likes of  Nelson Mande-
la, Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Mahatma Gandhi. Al-
though, to have anything 
near the impact they had, we 
have to put in the work, and 
that starts with forming new 
morals, values and ideologies 
to live by so that we all can 
get along a little more cohe-
sively. 

So I implore you to con-
versate and meditate on 
those beliefs that are import-
ant to you and that you can 
have absolute faith in. 

However, I do have one 
stipulation: those ideals that 
you choose to believe in need 
to serve life as it is now. This 
stipulation must always be 
kept in mind, because those 
beliefs that work for us now 
might not work for us 10 
years down the line or for 
others’ lives as they are now. 

So go out and meditate on 
the values to which you sub-
scribe that serve your life, 
and then conversate with 
others about them. See what 
kind of  support or criticisms 
they may have. Find like-
minded people who also have 
faith in those same beliefs as 
you. 

Additionally, this does not 
only pertain to social values 
or ideologies but also holds 
ground in the political realm. 
Think about what new poli-
cies and political actions you 
would like to see come to fru-
ition. Same as before, discuss 
with others about it. They 
may have points that could 
bolster the new law you 
want to see written, or they 
could show how it might not 
work in reality. Either way, 

you’ll probably come across 
someone (or some people) 
who shares those views, and 
together, you could possibly 
make change happen. 

My point is: Together, we 
can make anything happen, 
including redefining polit-
ical, economic and social 
norms. 

To hell with the pointless 
and vapid societal norms 
from 100, 75 or even 10 years 
ago that still underwrite life 
in 2021 and still don’t serve 
life as it is now. To hell with 
those morals that not only 
do not contribute to society 
but detract from it. 

We can make new values 
that will serve our lives — 
our lives which are threat-
ened more and more every 
day by climate change and 
mass shootings, our lives 
which are the first to grow 
up with the internet from 
birth and the constant in-
terconnectedness that comes 
along with it. 

Why should we let our 
lives be dictated by laws 
and social norms that don’t 
serve our lives? In short, we 

shouldn’t. This is why no 
one has faith in them any-
more, and this is why we 
need new ideals into which 
we can wholeheartedly put 
our faith.

Additionally, if  what you 
believe in is homophobic, 
sexist, racist, transphobic 
or just negative altogeth-
er, please don’t share those 
views. That hatred is not 
new and is very much al-
ready out there in the world. 
In fact, it is those beliefs that 
society and politics need to 
move away from. So please, 
if  you fall into this category, 
keep it to yourself. 

ply to approximately 100 mil-
lion working Americans.  

This is massive progress 
for the U.S. When the Del-
ta variant began to break out 
across the world, it felt like 
we were reliving a nightmare 
we thought was coming to a 
close. Just as case numbers 
were starting to settle, this 
new strain — even more se-
vere and contagious than the 
first — has knocked us back 
into mask-wearing and social 
distancing. However, this time 
around, we have the vaccine to 
protect us. 

It only works if  people 
actually get it, though. And 
knowing the American peo-
ple, we likely won’t reach the 
targeted rates of  vaccination 
that officials are shooting for 
unless they enforce it. 

Even Dr. Colleen Hanycz, 
president, has enforced a man-
date here on campus requiring 
every student to receive their 
full dose by the start of  the 

Spring 2022 semester, which 
will hopefully raise our 77% 
of  vaccinated students to a 
much more reassuring 100%.  

On campus or off, there is 
no reason to wait to get your 
s h o t s . 
A s 
B i d e n 
s a i d 
in his 
speech, it’s “safe, effective 
and free.” Not only is it all of  
those things, it’s also conve-
nient. There are over 80,000 
vaccination sites in the U.S., 
and one of  them is right up 
the hill at the Health United 
Building. 

For non-college students, 
part of  Biden’s mandate fo-
cuses on removing the ob-
stacles many people face in 
order to get their shots, such 
as allowing laborers paid time 
off  to receive their vaccine. 
Again, if  you’re looking for a 
reason not to get vaccinated, 
you’re going to have a hard 

time coming up with one. 
By getting vaccinated, you 

are not only protecting your-
self, but also your friends, class-
mates, coworkers and family. 
It isn’t a matter of  freedom 

a n y -
m o r e 
— nor 
was it 
ever — 

but rather a matter of  life and 
death. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, unvaccinated people 
are hospitalized at 29 times 
higher rates, and the chances 
of  an unvaccinated individu-
al dying are 15 times higher 
than those of  a vaccinated in-
dividual. 

In Biden’s words, “This is 
the pandemic of  the unvac-
cinated.” As of  right now, 
COVID-19 patients are flood-
ing hospitals and using up 
ventilators at a rate that our 
doctors and nurses could not 

possibly keep up with, causing 
them to deny other sick pa-
tient the care they need.

Getting your vaccine shows 
that you care for every part 
of  your community, and hav-
ing these mandates enforced 
may allow us to move for-
ward to living full and normal 
lives again. Whether or not 
it is forced upon you, with all 
that we know, it is inarguable 
that getting vaccinated is the 
smart, responsible and com-
passionate thing to do for this 
free but struggling country.  

Mandated vaccines: A needed step

John Smithmeyer is 
a senior philosophy 
major. He is a guest 
writer for Newswire 
from Cincinnati.

Teresa Dankoski is a 

She is an intern for News-
wire from Fishers, Ind.

Faith’s dying, too

(Getting vaccinated) isn’t a mat-
ter of  freedom anymore — nor 
was it ever — but rather a matter 
of  life and death.
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Xavier needs more dining options 
Food. It’s no secret how 

important it is. However, 
it seems to be an issue on 
Xavier’s campus to actually 
get food, especially later in 
the day. What is an inconve-
nience to every student on 
campus is a major problem 
to students who have di-
etary restrictions or crowd-
ed schedules.

Inconvenience is the only 
word that can properly de-
scribe the situation on cam-
pus for your average student. 
While the Hoff  Dining Hall 
does offer some semblance 
of  consistency, its early clos-
ing time of  8 p.m. leaves 
students searching for alter-
native food solutions both on 
and off  campus. 

On-campus options after 
the dining hall closes are still 
limited, with Currito having 
inconsistent schedules and 
even being closed complete-
ly on the weekends. Victory 
Perk and Fujisan close ear-
lier in the day as well, leav-
ing Burger 513 as the only 
on- campus option after 8 
p.m. Burger 513 is only open 
until 9 or 10 p.m., depending 
on the day. 

While this is somewhat 
unfair towards the school be-
cause of  the staffing short-
age, it is not the fault of  the 
students that these places 
are understaffed, as they are 
the ones dealing with the 
consequences of  said work 
shortage.

As for off-campus food 
options, there are a few op-
tions within reach of  cam-
pus, but not everyone has the 
privilege of  having a car or 
spending money. It is unrea-
sonable to expect every stu-
dent to rely on options off  
campus for food when they 
are already paying an exor-
bitant cost for the dining hall 
and the extra 200-400 din-
ing dollars which can only 
get you so far.

Getting food becomes 
more than an inconvenience 
if  you have a crowded sched-
ule or a schedule that’s slated 
for later in the day. Student 
athletes, for example, have 
busier schedules than your 
average student. 

I was able to talk to a stu-
dent athlete who said that 
she has no more than “an 
hour on a normal day to eat” 
and sometimes has as little 
as 20 minutes to run from 
class, get to the dining hall, 
eat and get back to practice 
or schoolwork. She also talk-
ed about how it “depends on 
study tables,” which student 
athletes are required to par-
ticipate in after classes and 
practices. 

During study tables, ath-
letes are at the Cintas Cen-
ter and cannot leave until 
they have done their work. 
This struggle isn’t reserved 
for student athletes alone. 
For those who have a later 
or busier schedule between 

clubs and academics, it can 
be difficult if  not impossible 
to eat three meals a day with 
these restricted hours and 
lack of  alternatives.

Annoyance turns into a di-
lemma for those with dietary 
restrictions. Vegetarian, pes-
catarian and vegan options 
are in short supply outside 
of  the dining hall. Restrict-
ed hours are also a problem 
for these 
students, 
but the 
r e a l 
t r o u b l e 
is find-
ing foods 
t h a t 
work for 
their spe-
cific di-
etary restrictions. 

I reached out to a first-
year vegetarian about her 
options on campus. 

“Options at the Caf  are 
pretty good, (but) with the 
Caf  closing so early and ev-
erything, it’s hard to have 
a balanced diet with a busy 
schedule,” she said. 

As for non-dining hall 
options, she mentioned that 
she “pretty much lives off  
of  mac and cheese.” For a 
student to live off  one food 
item exclusively outside of  
the dining hall is unaccept-
able. She is not alone in this 
problem, sadly, as a decent 
portion of  the student base 
has some form of  dietary re-

striction.
Hungry students don’t 

do well, which is obvious. If  
you’re stressing about how 
you’ll be able to eat with a 
busy schedule or worrying 
about where your next meal 
will come from because there  
are no options that exist for 
you outside of  the dining 
hall, you will be mentally 
drained. It’ll be anxiety-in-

ducing. 
It is un-
accept-
able. 

A c -
cording 
to Dr. 
Howard 
Taras, a 
profes-
sor of  

pediatrics at the University 
of  California, “In two of  the 
three studies conducted in 
the United States, food insuf-
ficiency was associated with 
significantly poorer cogni-
tive functioning, decreased 
school attendance or di-
minished academic achieve-
ment.” 

If  Xavier does truly care 
about not only their students 
but their reputation as a pos-
itive college environment, 
they should make a con-
scious effort to expand food 
options outside of  Hoff. 

By no means is it an easy 
problem to fix. However, 
there are a few short-term 
solutions that can suffice in 

Hunter Ellis is the 
Multimedia Managing 
Editor for Newswire. He 
is a senior Philosophy, 
Politics and the Public 
and French and Fran-
cofone studies major 
from Sardinia, Ohio.

the meantime. 
Stocking areas such as the 

All for One shop with glu-
ten-free and vegetarian op-
tions is a great start. While 
the staffing problem is a tall-
er task, offering incentives 
such as bonuses, dining dol-
lars and other deal sweeten-
ers may help lure at least a 
few more workers — specif-
ically student workers — to 
places such as Currito, Burg-
er 513 and Victory Perk. 

Potentially reaching a deal 
with larger corporations that 
specialize in dietary restric-
tions such as Udi’s, Impossi-
ble Meat or even California 
Pizza Kitchen could allow 
for a steadier supply of  glu-
ten-free options in and out 
of  the dining hall. 

While it won’t be easy 
to solve entirely, students 
should not be punished for a 
work shortage and certainly 
not for dietary restrictions 
outside of  their control.

year English major. 
He is a staff writer for 
Newswire from Graf-
ton, Mass.

It’s 1948, and countries 
around the world are reck-
oning with a tragedy. Just 
three years earlier, World 
War II had come to an end 
after an estimated 40 million 
people died as a result of  a 
mass genocide.

In the wake of  this chap-
ter in history, 48 countries 
from six continents gathered 
in Paris to sign the Univer-
sal Declaration of  Human 
Rights. As decided in Paris, 
one of  these fundamental 
rights to which every human 
is entitled is the right to life.

The controversy over the 
individual’s right to life con-
tinues three quarters of  a 
century later — whether it’s 
the threat to human rights 
posed by the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan or the debate on 
abortion here in the U.S. 

Inherently, that’s what 
the Texas Heartbeat Act 
is about — the right to life 
for the unborn child. My 
colleague Grace Hamilton 
wrote last week in a piece 
titled “The horror of  Tex-
as’s new abortion law” that 
the law was instead a boun-
ty, only interested in control 
over women.

While I agree that the law 

truly contains some horri-
ble oversights, I believe it’s 
a step in the right direction 
in terms of  the protection of  
life itself.

But, before we take steps 
to prohibit abortion, we 
should focus on other meth-
ods of  protecting everyone’s 
right to life, and we should 
especially focus on support-
ing women. 

As Hamilton rightfully 
points out in her piece, we 
should spend more money 
on sex education and birth 
control.

Many young adults re-
cieve a very limited scope 
of  sex education during 
school — mostly just absti-
nence education and train-
ing. However, according to 
many studies, this method 
has proven ineffective, and it 
has been for a long time.

A study from the mid-
2000s by the Guttmacher In-
stitute noted 75% of  people 
have engaged in premarital 
sex by age 20. The potential 
intimacy of  sex is degraded 
as sex becomes more nor-
malized by modern hookup 
culture.

Given that abstinence 
training is ineffective, it’s 

important that our society 
and our lawmakers prioritize 
rethinking our sex education 
and offering free, readily ac-
cessible contraceptives. 

In addition, as Hamilton 
noted, the bill offers no pro-
tection for women who are 
the victims of  rape or incest 
to recieve abortions. Tex-
as Gov. 
Greg Ab-
bott ad-
d r e s s e d 
this con-
cern last 
week.

“Te x-
as will work tirelessly to 
make sure we eliminate all 
rapists from the streets of  
Texas,” Abbott said.

While it’s an admirable 
aspiration, it’s frankly un-
attainable and unacceptable 
that women in those situa-
tions weren’t considered for 
exceptions as a part of  the 
law. Until we have a solu-
tion to stop all rape, which 
will likely never happen, it 
is important to offer women 
the option of  an abortion in 
these circumstances.

Lastly, Hamilton says in 
her piece that “they don’t 
care…,” and lists a number 

of  prevalent issues tied to 
the fight for every person’s 
right to life. However, I be-
lieve that many do in fact 
care about each of  these is-
sues. 

We should care about 
fixing the foster care sys-
tem, which attempts to ac-
commodate around 500,000 

children, 
fails to 
suppor t 
hundreds 
o v e r -
w o r k e d 
a n d 
u n d e r -

trained caretakers and leaves 
20,000 individuals who age 
out of  the system to fend for 
themselves each year.

We should care about sup-
porting mothers who may 
have trouble paying for med-
ical bills or financially sup-
porting their child.

We should care about 
abolishing the death penal-
ty, too, as Ohio Reps. Jean 
Schmidt (R-Loveland) and 
Adam Miller (D-Columbus) 
proposed to the House this 
year.

We should ensure that 
all forms of  euthanasia and 
physician-assisted suicide re-

The law’s �awed but a�rms the right to life

main illegal across the Unit-
ed States.

Each issue is something 
that we should care about. 
If  we want to promote a so-
ciety that values human life, 
we need to prioritize each 
one of  those issues instead 
of  solely focusing on stop-
ping abortion.

If  we want to truly be-
lieve in the natural and in-
alienable right of  all human-
kind to life, I implore us all 
to shift our focus to making 
the fight for life universal in 
its approach. Together, we 
can work to move forward, 
creating a new society fo-
cused on the importance and 
inherent dignity of  human 
life.

It is unreasonable to expect 
every student to rely on 
options off  campus for food 
when they are already paying 
an exorbitant cost for the 
dining hall and the extra 200-
400 dining dollars which can 
only get you so far.

If  we want to truly believe in 
the natural and inalienable 
right of  all humankind to life, 
I implore us all to shift our 

universal in its approach.

A response to “The horror of Texas’ new abortion law”
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teers and were key to keeping 
Ball State off  the board. 

Netzel and Marcus came 
through for Xavier again 
on Sunday, as each tallied 
a goal in the 2-1 win over 

Loyola-Chicago, who came 
off  a Missouri Valley Con-
ference (MVC) championship 
last season. In the seventh 
minute, sophomore midfield-
er Elise Le assisted Netzel, 

whose low shot on the left 
side of  the goal gave Xavier 
an early 1-0 lead. 

It was Netzel’s third goal 
and team-high seventh point 
of  the season. Marcus scored 

With wins over Ball State and Loyola-Chicago, the Xavier Musketeers moved up to No. 17 in the Top 25 
rankings this week, advancing from No. 23. Xavier’s defense was talented again, only allowing one goal. 

Newswire photo by Caroline Steiger

Women’s soccer moves to No. 17
in the 49th minute to give 
Xavier a two-goal cushion be-
fore Loyola’s Megan Nemec, 
last year’s MVC player of  the 
year, gave the Ramblers their 
only goal of  the game in the 
65th minute. 

Late in the game, 
Loyola-Chicago made a push 
but ultimately couldn’t find 
the back of  the net. They held 
a 7-2 advantage in shots in 
the second half, while Xavier 
led 9-4 in the first half, giving 
each team 11 shots.

Each team also had four 
shots on goal.

“We scored early in both 
halves. The 2-0 felt pretty 
comfortable — it wasn’t like 
2-0 when we were defend-
ing the whole time,” Lie said. 
“The last 15-20 minutes were 
a nightmare. (Loyola-Chi-
cago) showed why they’re 
champions. They showed 
why they win a lot of  games.” 

“What I told our team is 
if  we’re ever losing by a goal, 
which thankfully we haven’t 
been this year, I want them 
to press the issue like they 
pressed the issue against us,” 
he continued. “I have as much 
respect for this team as I have 
for any opponent we played in 
a long time.” 

Xavier closes out their 
non-conference schedule to-
night at 6 p.m. on the road 
against Bowling Green. 

Xavier men’s soccer picked up an overtime win over Chicago State last week before beating Northwestern 
1-0. The Musketeers capped off their week with a third win, beating Robert Morris on the road yesterday.

Xavier men’s soccer con-
tinued their early season suc-
cess with two wins last week-
end against Chicago State and 
Northwestern. Both games 
were nail-biters, as the Mus-
keteers were able to score 
late goals in the contests and 
move to 5-1 on the season.

The Musketeers began 
their weekend at Corcoran 
Field on Friday against the 
Chicago State Cougars. 

An overtime goal in the 
93rd minute by junior for-
ward Karsen Henderlong 
gave Xavier a much-need-
ed win after dropping their 
first game to the then-No. 1 
ranked Indiana Hoosiers on 
Labor Day. Assisting Hen-
derlong was redshirt junior 
forward Felix Boe-Tangen, 
who marked his first assist of  
the season. 

Senior goalkeeper Matt 
Rosenberg had one save and 
now has an average of  .60 
goals allowed per game. De-
fenders Jansen Miller, Pol 
Hernandez and Taylor Crull 
played the full 93 minutes 
alongside sophomore mid-
fielder Paul Bogarin. 

Xavier dominated the game 
in shots and ended the match 
with a 10-2 advantage. They 
also had a 7-1 advantage in 

shots on goal and were led by 
Henderlong with two in that 
department. 

Head coach Andy Flem-
ing said after the game that 

he had a feeling this game 
“would be a tough one, espe-
cially since Chicago State has 
a solid defense.” Xavier im-
proved to 4-1 while Chicago 

Xavier women’s soccer 
moved up to No. 17 in the 
country in the United Soccer 
Coaches National Poll this 
week following wins over 
Ball State and Loyola-Chica-
go. The Musketeers 7-0 start 
is their best since going 8-0 to 
begin the 1990 season.

Against Ball State on 
Thursday, Xavier picked up a 
1-0 win on a goal from junior 
forward Emma Marcus via 
feed from freshman forward 
Chloe Netzel in the 23rd min-
ute. 

“An ugly goal, but that’s 
OK. I like ugly goals just as 
much as I like sensational 
goals,” Head Coach Nate Lie 
said about the Musketeers’ 
only goal. 

“It’s funny because Em-
ma’s had so many chanc-
es this year, so many. She’s 
forced keepers into so many 
saves,” Lie added. “It was nice 
to see her get that game-win-
ner. She deserves it.” 

As has been the case fre-
quently this season, Xavier’s 
defense once again stood out, 
limiting Ball State to just one 
shot on goal. Senior goal-
ie Olivia Jenkins earned her 
third shutout of  the season. 
Senior defenders Grace Brau-
er and Hayley Jakovich played 
all 90 minutes for the Muske-

Emma Marcus scored two game-winners as Xavier beat Ball State and Loyola-Chicago

State fell to 2-2. 
Xavier returned to Corcor-

an Field on Sunday at 6 p.m. 
for a showdown with the 
Northwestern Wildcats from 

BY JAKE GEIGER the Big Ten Conference. 
The Musketeers and Wild-

cats were even for most of  the 
game until Boe-Tangen got 
past the defense and notched 
a late goal in the 87th minute. 
The Musketeers advance to 
5-1 on the young season. 

Senior midfielder Justus 
Kauppinen assisted Boe-Tan-
gen to make it his second as-
sist and Boe-Tangen’s first 
goal of  the season. 

Rosenberg recorded anoth-
er shutout with one save and 
improved his goals against 
average to 0.50 through six 
contests. 

The Wildcats did have an 
advantage with shots with 
10-9, but Xavier had more 
on goal with a 5-2 advan-
tage. Xavier improved their 
non-conference resume to 
2-1 against the Big Ten Con-
ference, with their other win 
coming against the Ohio 
State Buckeyes.

The Musketeers also de-
feated Robert Morris yester-
day afternoon by the score of  
1-0 off  a goal by Kauppinen 
in the 87th minute. It was 
the first game-winning goal 
of  his career, and he had two 
shots. 

The team returns home to 
Corcoran Field for their Big 
East opener against the St. 
Johns Red Storm on Saturday 
at 7 p.m. 

Men’s soccer goes 3-0 on the week, moves to 6-1

BY JOE LAURICH

Senior Felix Boe-Tangen picked up his �rst assist and �rst goal of the season

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
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Volleyball hosts home tournament
Cintas Center hosted a 

women’s volleyball tourna-
ment last weekend, where 
fans saw Lipscomb, No. 6 
Purdue, No. 10 Louisville and 
Xavier play. 

To kick off  the weekend, 
Xavier defeated Lipscomb 
3-2. The first set was a close 
battle with Lipscomb taking it 
25-23, but Xavier responded 
by winning the next two sets 
25-23 and 25-18. 

Lipscomb took the next 
set 25-19, setting up a do-
or-die final set. Xavier pulled 
through in the final set 15-12, 
winning the set and the game.

Graduate opposite hitter 
Moriah Hopkins and redshirt 
junior outside hitter Kelly 
Franxman led the team with 
kills, scoring 10 each. Kel-
ly also contributed two aces 
in the match. Senior middle 
blocker Ellie Chaffee led the 
team with four blocks, and 
sophomore middle blocker 
Delaney Hogan followed be-
hind with three. Sophomore 
libero Stevie Wolf  led in digs 
with 22. 

When asked about the 
back-and-forth nature of  the 
game, Head Coach Christy 
Pfeffenberger said a lot of  it 
had to do with errors. 

“The stretches were be-
cause of  errors. I mean the 

only reason we got that set is 
because of  their errors. They 
got the fourth because of  our 
errors, and then we were able 
to battle it out in the fifth,” 
Pfeffenberger said.

The next day, Xavier faced 
off  against No. 10 Louisville 
during which they took a 3-0 

loss. Louisville took those sets 
25-16, 25-12 and 25-10.

Hogan led the Muskies 
with nine kills and one block. 
Junior setter and right side 
hitter Carrigan O’Reilly led 
the team in assists with 18 and 
also scored four kills without 
an error. Wolf  led the team in 

Xavier men’s tennis took 
part in their first fall tour-
nament of  the season at the 
River Forest Collegiate Invite 
over the weekend. The team 
impressed early, scoring sev-
eral victories. 

Freshman Marco Pennelli 
led the way winning his sin-
gles flight, but he was not 
alone. 

Three Musketeers ended 
up competing in the champi-
onship round of  their flight. 
Over the weekend, Xavier 
scored 22 total wins, with 14 
of  them coming in singles 
matches and eight of  them 
coming from doubles. Pennelli 
secured three wins in his flight 
to open his college career.

Another freshman, Charlie 
Temming, impressed by mak-
ing it to the championship in 
his flight after two solid victo-
ries. Junior Cambell Nakaya-
ma performed similarly, with 
two wins of  his own.

The remainder of  the sin-
gles matches were a good 
showing for Xavier as well, 
with graduate student Brett 
Winters picking up a win in 
the No. 1 singles draw, junior 
Shashank Reddy securing a 
victory in the No. 6 singles 
draw, and freshman Ryan Ca-
hill winning his first ever col-
lege match.

In doubles, juniors Aaron 

Thompson and Jake Zipoli 
went 3-0 in the No. 4 draw, 
leading the way for Xavier.

Xavier men’s tennis will 
hit the road on Sept. 23rd for 

their second fall invitational, 
the ITA Ohio Valley Region-
al, located in Knoxville, Tenn. 
The Musketeers will also play 
in the Dayton Hidden Duals 

Xavier women’s volleyball hosted a tournament last weekend featuring Lipscomb, along with nationally ranked No. 6 Purdue and No. 10 
Louisville, along with Xavier. Xavier beat Lipscomb before dropping their match vs. Louisville. The Musketeers will play UC on the road tonight. 

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

digs again with 10. 
Xavier women’s volleyball 

heads to the University of  
Cincinnati tonight for a cross-
town matchup against the 
Bearcats. First serve is at 6:30 
p.m. Women’s volleyball also 
play Miami (Ohio) tomorrow 
night at home. 

Men’s tennis opens up fall season in Ill.

the first weekend of  Octo-
ber before closing out their 
fall season Oct. 29-31 at the 
Cleveland State Viking Invite 
tournament. 

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

BY OWEN MIGUEL
Guest Writer

Sports
Banter

Bills Laughia
With under two minutes 

left in the Bills’ 23-16 loss 
to the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
“Bills Mafia” was shown on 

the CBS broadcast leav-
ing Highmark Stadium in 

droves. It was a tough look 
for a fanbase that prides 

themselves on being among 
the best in sports.

Bracketology
Apparently Joe Lunardi 

doesn’t have any other hob-
bies besides projecting the 
NCAA Tournament field, 
as his latest Bracketology 
was released this week. 

Joey Brackets has Xavier as 
a 9 seed for the 2022 tour-
nament, going up against 
8th seeded Florida in the 

East region. Put absolutely 
zero stock in what Lunardi 
thinks two months before 

the season starts.

Bayern is unstoppable
After beating RB Leipzig 
4-1 on Saturday morn-
ing, FC Bayern Munich 

knocked off  FC Barcelona 
3-0 in the group stage of  
the Champions League 
Tuesday afternoon. Per 

usual, Robert Lewandowski 
was the star, scoring on a 

penalty against Leipzig and 
twice against Barcelona.

USC doesn’t want Clay
It feels like Clay Helton has 
been on the hot seat since 

2004, but USC finally part-
ed ways with their head 

football coach on Monday. 
It’ll be a coveted opening.

Xavier men’s tennis was impressive in their opening season tune-up, winning over 20 matches during the 
two-day event. Two freshman, Marco Pennelli and Charlie Temming were impressive for the Musketeers. 

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com



19 years ago, I lost one of  
my first friends, and now I un-
derstand why. 

Steve Burns, the original 
host of  the Nick Jr. hit Blue’s 
Clues, returned last week to 
release a video message for 
the show’s 25th anniversary. 
In the message, he delivered 
an emotional speech to every-
one who grew up watching 
him, explaining why he left 
the show. Steve explained that 
he went to college. 

“I got to use my mind and 
take a step at a time, and now 
I am literally doing many of  
the things that I wanted to 
do,” he said.

Steve recalled the good 
times we all had with other 
friends like Mr. Salt and Mrs. 
Pepper (who both current-
ly reside in my cabinet) but 
also acknowledged what his 
friends have been through 
over the years. 

“And it’s just… it’s just so 
amazing, right? I mean, we 
started out with clues and 
now it’s what? Student loans 
and jobs and families, and 
some of  that has been kind of  
hard, you know? I know you 
know,” Steve told us. 

The video went viral and 
spawned reactions across so-
cial media from people who 

Never Have I Ever... been represented

Blue’s Clues’ Steve says, “We’re still friends, too”

BY JOE CLARK
Sports Editor

grew up watching Steve. 
Many commenters appreciat-
ed not only him telling us all 
why he left, but also hearing 
him talk about the complexi-
ties of  life. 

In the video, he wore the 
same shirt he wore for all 
100 episodes of  the show he 
appeared on before he hand-
ed off  the reins of  the show 
to Joe, who went on to host 
43 episodes. Joe was fine as a 
host, but he was nothing like 
Steve. 

Blue’s Clues is still on the 
air and has been rebranded as 
Blue’s Clues & You, in which-
Steve and Joe appeared in the 
premiere to welcome their 
cousin Josh as the new host 
of  the show. A Blue’s Clues & 
You movie is currently in the 
works.

When I was sitting in my 
thinking chair with my own 
handy dandy notebook try-
ing to figure out why the heck 
Blue would leave a paw print 
on the tree, I wasn’t worried 
about finding a job or school 
or really much of  anything 
except my next cup of  milk. 

I would get up and dance 
with Steve when we finally 
figured out Blue’s clues, which 
were pretty hard to solve 
sometimes. 

Steve taught me about 
holidays like Hanukkah and 
Kwanzaa in “Blue’s First Hol-

iday,” which I still watch ev-
ery holiday season. When I 
think of  Blue’s Clues, I think 
of  Steve. And last week, when 

Steve talked to me, it made me 
unbelievably happy. 

“I guess I just wanted to 
say that after all these years, 

I never forgot you. Ever. And 
I’m super glad we’re still 
friends,” he said. I’m glad 
we’re still friends too, Steve. 

Sports Editor Joe Clark responds to original Blue’s Clues star Steve Burns with a positive message of his own. 
The actor released a message last week encouraging former viewers to brave new challenges in their lives. 

Photo courtesy of Joe Clark

Netflix is no stranger to 
coming-of-age shows. It has 
myriad options in its arsenal, 
easily allowing you to add 
one to your watchlist — the 
very one that you’ll skip over 
for several months while you 
declare that there’s nothing 
to watch and then proceed to 
rewatch Friends for the fifth 
time. 

At first glance, Never Have 
I Ever may seem like another 
one of  those teen dramas with 
30-year-olds playing teenag-
ers, love triangles, the strange 
absence of  homework and 
best friends with seemingly 
no outside life — but it’s not. 
Never Have I Ever deals with 
coming-of-age issues in a way 
that feels authentic.

Devi Vishwakumar 
(Maitreyi Ramakrishnan), 
a first-generation Indi-
an-American teen, is eager 
for a fresh start as she begins 
her sophomore year. Viewers 
cannot help but sympathize 
with Devi as her tumultuous 
inner voice and narrator, John 
McEnroe, recaps her fresh-
man year. 

Devi unexpectedly loses 
her father during her orches-
tra concert, triggering a psy-
chosomatic paralysis in her 
legs and the arrival of  her 

BY CAROLINE PALERMO
Guest Writer 

seemingly-perfect cousin Ka-
mala (Richa Moorjani). 

Luckily, she overcomes her 
paralysis before the start of  
sophomore year. Determined 
to move past the label of   
“paralyzed Indian girl whose 
dad dropped dead at a school 
function,” Devi sets forth with 
a plan to rebrand herself  and 
her best friends into cool kids.

The most refreshing aspect 
of  the show is Devi’s charac-

ter. While many shows center 
around a White, likable, up-
per-class protagonist, Devi is 
almost none of  these things. 
She’s South Asian, narcissistic 
and has a temper that gets her 
into far too much trouble, but 
she’s also funny, sweet and in-
secure. At her core, Devi is a 
good kid, but she makes self-
ish decisions that negatively 
impact her loved ones. 

Whereas other shows may 

brush away these flaws, Never 
Have I Ever combats this by 
having Devi face consequenc-
es for her actions. When she 
sacrifices her relationships 
with her friends for a boy, her 
friends take a break from her 
toxicity. 

Devi is beautifully com-
plex and a sight for sore eyes, 
whereas typically, she would 
be considered nothing beyond 
“racially diverse.”

It is uplifting to see Never 
Have I Ever tackle coming-
of-age issues with tact. Much 
of  the first season deals with 
Devi’s avoidance of  accepting 
the loss of  her father, while 
her mother tries to adjust 
to becoming a newly single 
mom. 

It’s a realistic glimpse into 
the heartbreak and struggle 
of  losing a loved one. It’s 
common to see diverse side 
characters, but they usual-
ly feel like cutouts pressed 
into the script to appease the 
masses. 

Never Have I Ever nota-
bly pulls away from this with 
characters like Fabiola (Lee 
Rodriguez), an anxious teen 
with more interest in robotics 
than pop culture. It showcas-
es her struggle of  finding her 
identity as a gay teen, while 
her peers try to tell her who 
she should be now. Her arc 
underscores that this is not 
something that defines her; 
it’s simply another thing that 
makes her Fabiola.

Never Have I Ever is not 
perfect. It has moments where 
the teen dialogue sounds more 
like a Twitter post or the oc-
casional character who reads 
more like a caricature than 
a real human. Yet, the show 
manages to represent teens 
and their struggles in an au-
thentic way that so many oth-
ers fail to do.

Photo courtesy of @maurajuenger via Twitter
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Sports Editor Joe Clark reminisces on the easy life with Nick Jr.’s Steve Burns



Broadway shows re-
turn in NYC and Cincy

Local artist Boo Deity makes a Midwestern splash
BY CHARLIE GSTALDER

Opinions & Editorials 
Editor

Last week, I had the plea-
sure of  speaking with local 
artist and entrepreneur Boo 
Deity. 

Deity is originally from 
Kentucky and studied English 
literature at Mount Saint Jo-
seph University in Cincinna-
ti. She says that while she has 
always been interested in art, 
she had previously doubted 
she could pursue it as a career.

It was while selling art in 
Hawaii following college that 
Deity realized that art “was 
the only thing for (her).” 

After roughly four years 
of  selling art for Peter Lik, a 
well-known nature and land-
scape photographer, Deity 
moved to New York and be-
came a gallery manager in 
Nantucket selling blue chip 
art.

It was while working as a 
gallery manager that she met 
Wayne White, the artist who 
designed the sets for Pee Wee 
Herman’s Playhouse. Meeting 
White spurred another reali-
zation for Boo.

“I was kind of  just like, ‘Oh, 
okay, I get it now. I’m really 
supposed to be literally using 
my hands and doing things all 
day,’” Deity explained.

With the money she had 
saved from her work in the art 
consulting world, she moved 
back to Cincinnati and began 
painting.

Deity explained that creat-
ing and selling art in Cincin-
nati is a new experience com-
pared to the other places she’s 
lived.

“Nobody understands what 
the art world looks like when 
you’re in the Midwest,” Deity 
said. “When I was selling art 
in busy cities, people would 
walk in and understand that...
what they’re looking at is 
going to be more than four 
grand. And that allowed me to 
form relationships and really 
learn what (a sale at a major 
gallery) means.”

But the Midwest is differ-
ent, she believes.

“We have a lot of  indus-
try here, and those industries 
bring industry people. And 
unfortunately… the people 
who spend 12% of  their in-
come on art, they’re not work-

ing in factories and they don’t 
own factories,” Deity said. 

In her experience with sell-
ing art in Cincinnati, Diety 
said, “You have to start from 
square one on what art is and 
what it means to literally just 
be an artist and be able to 
eat. To tell people, ‘This is a 
career, and I have to eat, and 
that’s why it looks this way.’”

However, Deity added that 
the biggest thing about being 
an artist in the Midwest is the 
sense of  community. 

“Everyone in the Midwest 
really understands communi-
ty, and they understand get-
ting together for church, for 
dinner and for yard sales,” De-
ity said.“So using my friends 
and meeting people who are 
doing the same thing as me, 
finding ways we can help each 
other and be mutually benefi-
cial has been the biggest thing 
about trying to grow here.”

One of  the best examples 
of  that communal growth is 
Street Stains, Deity’s clothing 
brand. Street Stains combines 
her paintings with upcycled 
clothing and is sold at Pis-
til Vintage, her friends’ shop 
near Findlay Market.

Boo says the first Street 
Stains items were designed as 
Christmas gifts for her sisters, 
but after receiving an Insta-
gram message from a friend, 
she decided to sell them.

“I thought (Street Stains) is 
a great way to translate what 
fine art is to Cincinnati. To 
me, each of  the pieces is art. 

It’s a one-of-a-kind piece,” she 
said. “It’s a beautiful thing to 
be able to sell my own stuff. 
That’s the fulfilling part, 
when someone finds some-
thing they love... they didn’t 
have to like your art... and 
they didn’t have to believe in 
you, but when they do it’s just 
super magical.”

Better Call Saul 

Star-Crossed

A&E SINGLES
BY EMILY CROFT

Photo courtesy of streetstains.com

Coming to the stage live 
for the first time since March 
2020, Broadway is back in 
New York and in other cities 
all across America. 

The shows have already be-

BY SPENCER TRACY gun opening in NYC, starting 
with famous Broadway show 
Waitress. If  you missed the 
action this week, there are 10 
more shows premiering once 
again from now through Oc-
tober. There are more shows 
scheduled for the rest of  the 
year, though theater officials 

are keeping their eyes on 
COVID-19 numbers closely.

Fan favorite Broadway 
shows such as Hamilton, Chi-
cago and Aladdin are also re-
turning to the New York 
stage in 2021. 

It’s been a long, laborious 
process to get back on stage, as 
Broadway officials have been 
trying to make a comeback 
since last October but failing 
due to COVID-19 spikes. The-
aters and tours were original-
ly hoped to only shut down 
until April 12, 2020, but that 
was quickly pushed back to 
June 7 and then Sept. 6 of  last 
year. 

Theater vanished not only 
in the U.S. but also London’s 
West End, which was shut 
down completely until May 
2021, when it announced a 
plan to reopen its doors to the 
public.

Heightened vaccine dis-
tribution and diminishing 
COVID-19 spikes around the 
world gave Broadway the 
green light for a soft reopen-
ing this fall. 

As of  Sept. 14, tickets 
are on sale for 13 Broadway 
shows, including Waitress, 
Stomp, Wicked and Hadestown. 
According to Broadway 
League, a handful of  shows 
will premiere throughout 
September and continue over 
the winter, while more will 
debut or reemerge over the 
summer. 

Local performances are set 
to occur at both Broadway in 
Cincinnati and the Aronoff  
Center for the Arts. 
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Several hit Broadway shows will be returning to the stage this fall, 
including Hadestown, Chicago, Hamilton, Aladdin, Waitress and Wicked.
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Aries: There’s not enough 
________ in your life; this is the 
reason for your recent downward 

spiral. 

Taurus: I know you think you’re 
a cool dude, but whenever you talk 
in class everyone thinks you sound 

just like __________.

Gemini: You’re about to enter 
your _____ phase. This is the sec-
ond most important stage in one’s 
young life behind their emo phase. 

Cancer: You lack a spine. You walk 
around all day acting like a tall 

glass of  _______.

Leo: Don’t see American Idiot this 
weekend; instead, watch 10-hour 

______ compilations on YouTube.

Virgo: You’re always saying, “My 
life is like a movie,” but be realistic: 
Have you ever seen a movie about 
some dude who’s obsessed with 

______?

D’Artagnan’s Riddle Corner

Xavier By The Numbers
Connect the dots to reveal the comic.

“A little bit of tongue-in-cheek humor.”

Word Search for Pro-Gamers
Use the word bank from the horoscopes

a. What is hard to understand, 
annoying to be a part of and 

funny to watch?

Build your own 
horoscope! First, pick 
a term from the word 
bank. Whichever one 

will do. Then, simply 
insert it into your star 
sign’s horoscope and 

bada bing, bada boom, 
you’ve built your own 

horoscope. 

Word Bank
Wallace and Gromit

Ooze

Yerba Maté

Student Government Association (SGA) Steve Buscemi

Unreleased “Weird Al” Yankovic Demo Tapes

Perpetual Virginity

Beeg Yoshi

A Rat That Lives In Your Hair and Controls Your Every Move

Tiny Tim (from A Christmas Carol, not the dude)

Libra: ________ lives rent-free in 
your mind. Maybe start chargin’ 

‘em.

Scorpio: The next SGA election is 
ramping up to be hotly contested, 

but for you, the choice is clear. Vote 
for ______.

Sagittarius: “A ______ in the 
hand is worth two in the bush.” — 

Socrates, probably. 

Aquarius: Your _____ chakra is all 
out of  whack. Buying some crystals 

should fix this. 

Capricorn: Keep your friends 
close, but keep ______ closer.

Pisces: In the end, all will be 
reduced to ash. Someday, the last 

human will die, and nothing of  our 
civilization will remain — nothing, 

that is, except for ________.

b. Father, no kin; pie, all crust; 
common no more. Who am I?

c. Here today, gone tomorrow. 
What am I?

d. What’s the 
password?

f. Who has great music 
taste, is a great listener, very 
funny, very attractive and is 

available?

g. You’ll never �nd a 
greater hive of scum and 

villainy. Where am I?

Answer Key: a. SGA, b. Father Graham, c. �e dining options at Xavier University, d. Now open your Xavier two-factor authentication app, e. Brockman communal bath-
rooms, f. Owen Miguel (sc: owenmiggs), g. �e Xavier E-Sports Lounge.

e. No clothes, fun with friends 
and very wet. Where are you?

BY TESS BREWER AND OWEN MIGUEL,

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER


