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Smooth Transitions, a supple-
mental orientation program 
for first-year students with 
underrepresented identities. 

“We’re really excited about 
getting to know them at the 
start of  their journey and 
looking at them as a cohort in 
what is specific to their first 
year experience,” Mack said.

Mack is overfilled with ex-
citement as she joins the com-
munity here at Xavier. 

She ended by commenting, 
“Come by and see us. I want to 
do everything I can to reach 
out and get to know as many 
students as possible.” 

The CDI is located on the 
second floor of  Gallagher 
Student Center and is open 
from Monday to Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Dr. Sherrae Mack: “It’s about focusing on what we can do, together”
BY EMILY CROFT

The Center for Diversi-
ty and Inclusion (CDI) has 
welcomed a new director, Dr. 
Sherrae Mack, who brings 
professional expertise and a 
passion for a personalized ap-
proach to her leadership. 

Mack is a proud Cleveland 
native who has returned to 
her home state after several 
years. She attended Tennessee 
State University, a historically 
Black university, for her un-
dergraduate degree before at-
tending New York University 
for her masters in Africana 
Studies. 

The new director topped 
off  her academic career with 
a doctorate in African Amer-
ican and African Studies from 
Michigan State University. 

She comes to Xavier after 
years of  experience in student 
affairs and undergraduate ed-
ucation at the University of  
California, Los Angeles and 
Cleveland State University, 
where she was involved in the 
Black Studies Program. 

Mack also has her own con-
sulting firm, Dr. Rae & Asso-
ciates, LTD, through which 
she provides culturally-rele-
vant services to corporations, 
organizations, educational in-

stitutions and more. 
This semester, Mack is par-

ticularly interested in ensur-
ing the CDI catalyzes social 
change and inclusion in the 
Xavier community. 

Through a personalized, 
hands-on approach, Mack 
emphasized that her focus is 
to “(make) sure that students 
from historically marginal-
ized communities and pop-
ulations get to and through 
college and do it in a way that 
is not at a cost to the multi-
ple identities that they repre-
sent.” 

“My work has always been 
about finding ways to make 
sure students feel campus is 
home in more ways than one,” 
she said .

After working in primari-
ly-secular spaces, Mack also 
mentioned that she is excited 
about the unique emphasis of  
the Jesuit values and religion 
at Xavier. 

“I’m excited to see how dif-
ferent work can come to fru-
ition in a space where there 
is a component of  faith,” she 
said. 

Mack has been at Xavier 
since July 1 but has been mo-
tivated by the Xavier commu-
nity and her colleagues within 
the CDI. 

“I am incredibly inspired by 
our existing team and the ex-
ceptional, awesome, intention-
al work that has been done for 
years,” she said. 

In addition to supporting 
students, Mack intends to 
spend the semester listening 
to the voices on campus. This 
is manifesting as feedback 
forms and surveys that are 
being used to identify how to 
effectively return to in-person 
programs. 

“(We want) to hang out, to 
chill, to see their faces,” she 
elaborated. 

By creating and shaping 
opportunities that are excit-
ing to students, Mack hopes 
to uplift students on campus 
and the CDI’s partners in the 
greater Cincinnati communi-
ty.   

“It takes a village to gradu-
ate a student in a way that they 
had a welcoming, loving, sup-
portive experience and want 
to come back and be a part of  
that village,” Mack said.

One event Mack is espe-
cially excited for is the Cat-
alyst Leadership Summit, 
where diversity and inclusion 
student organizations and 
groups on campus can come 
together. The summit focuses 
on team-building across the 
organizations to promote col-
laboration in the future. 

“It’s not just about one or-
ganization doing things. It’s 
about focusing on what we 
can do together,” Mack not-
ed. 

A program that Mack was 
particularly touched by was 

Dr. Sherrae Mack (photographed above) is the new director in Xavier’s Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion. She brings extensive experience in student affairs and higher education to the university.
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The Center for Diversity and Inclusion is the home of identity-based 
student groups and initiatives like Smooth Transitions and First Fridays.
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Dr. Melissa Baumann steps down and an internal search is set to commence 
Provost leaving at semester’s end

Following a letter from Dr. 
Colleen Hanycz, president, 
last Wednesday, university 
staff  were informed that Dr. 
Melissa Baumann is stepping 
down from her role as provost 
and chief  academic officer at 
the end of  the semester. 

Xavier’s provost provides 
insights into academic issues, 
aids the president and is re-
sponsible for budgetary con-
cerns. During her four-year 
tenure, Baumann has all these 
tasks and more. 

One of  Baumann’s most 
notable impacts was establish-
ing the College of  Nursing 
and the Accelerated Bachelor 
of  Science in Nursing (ABSN) 
program. 

The ABSN program is a 
16-month advanced hybrid 
course offered in Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Cleveland. 

Judith Lewis, interim dean 
of  the College of  Nursing, 
spoke to Baumann’s character 
and impact on the College of  
Nursing.

“(Baumann) has provided 
visionary leadership in foster-
ing diversity, inclusion, inno-
vation and growth, position-
ing the university’s academic 
programs for continued ex-
cellence in higher education,” 
Lewis said.

In her letter, Hanycz com-
mented that Baumann was 
“especially proud of  the work 
that… led in reorganizing the 
University Planning and Re-
sources Council (UPRC) into 
a highly participatory and 
strategic university body.”

The UPRC is the coordi-
nating body between budget-
ary planning and university 

needs. 
Their goal is to facilitate 

and allocate the various re-
sources necessary to improve 
the financial and personal 
prospects of  Xavier. 

The body is responsible for 
opening and analyzing the 
communication on major bud-
getary issues such as the cost 
of  tuition, enrollment growth 

and land use. The UPRC was 
an initiative spearheaded by 
Baumann and will continue to 
provide tangible proof  of  her 
impact on campus. 

Hanycz’s letter did not 
specify why Baumann is leav-
ing the Xavier community 
beyond citing the pursuit of  
other academic opportunities. 

Hanycz did, however, ex-

press sorrow at losing a “sea-
soned leader and member of  
(the) senior team,” and wished 
Baumann luck in her future 
endeavors.

Due to the spontaneity of  
her resignation, Baumann will 
remain in her position until 
the end of  the semester. This 
will ensure that the university 
has enough time to convene 
a search committee and find 
the best possible candidate to 
follow Baumann, according to 
administration.

After conferring with her 
predecessor, Fr. Graham, 
Hancyz has confirmed that 
the bulk of  the search will 
be focused on internal candi-
dates. According to her mes-
sage, this will allow the posi-
tion to be filled in a timely and 
satisfying matter.

The search will be conduct-
ed by a search advisory com-
mittee, led by Dr. Janice Walk-
er and Dr. Justin Thorn. 

The committee will be-
gin the rigorous process of  
interviewing and screening 
potential candidates once the 
committee staff  and its search 
criteria are finalized. 

Hanycz requested faculty 
and staff  to nominate their 
colleagues to fill the vacancy. 
This will help provide valu-
able insight into potential 
candidates within the Xavier 
community.

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

Students share their sta� appreciation this week  
As the semester steams 

ahead, students and profes-
sors are getting to know each 
other a lot more. When asked 
about a staff  member who 
made them happy or who sur-
prised their class this week, 
this is what some students had 
to share.

BY EMILIE KRACIK

BY AVERY STRYCHASZ

“This past week I have been 
introduced to many wonderful 
people, but one truly stands 
out. My philosophy professor, 
Kelly Swope, has truly helped 
me realize that seemingly 
small concepts have deeper 
meanings. He has also credit-
ed me for outstanding work in 
his class and I truly appreciate 
it.”

- Daniel Burchett
First-year accounting major

“Professor Moeve, who is 
my theology professor, an-
nounced that she canceled 
class this upcoming Friday in 
observance of  Labor Day. Be-
cause of  this, we are afforded 
a long weekend, giving us a 
long and extended weekend 
after already having Monday 
off.”

- Victoria Strawbridge
First-year communication 
studies major

“Professor Yi challenges his 
students but also cares about 
them. This week we started to 
get deeper into microeconom-
ics, and since it can be a lot 
of  material at once, he makes 
sure to break up the lecture 
with funny remarks and sto-
ries.”

- Noelle Ullery
Junior economics and English 
double major

this semester. President Hanycz’s letter to the faculty and staff did not specify why she is stepping down.

“My accounting professor, 
Professor Cockrell, went the 
extra mile and made an ef-
fort to answer my classmate’s 
questions about the material, 
no matter the amount of  time 
that it may have taken away 
from my accounting class. It 
showed us he really does care 
about our class.”

- Dan Nadolski
Sophomore accounting and 
business analytics double ma-
jor

“A staff  member that really 
helped me this week was Ms. 
Yuellig. I had an appointment 
for an injury that forced me to 
miss class, and she sent me a 
make-up packet to do while I 
was out. She was really un-
derstanding and helped re-
lieve my stress about having 
to miss class.”

- Hannah Gittens
First-year early childhood ed-
ucation major
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SGA vice president steps down 
Senator motions for impeachment before executives call for a closed session

August 30, 2021
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

COURTESY OF CHLOE SALVESON 

O�cial inauguration will celebrate Dr. Hanycz

Photo courtesy of @mmm4sga on Instagram

BY HUNTER ELLIS 
Managing Multimedia 
Editor

Marina Salazar (right), former SGA vice president, has stepped down from 
her position. This comes after current senators call for impeachment.

Xavier University in October. This will serve as the conclusion of events.
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Rant with Rudy, aim-policing, ChinaGate

House Democrats pass budget
BY ETHAN NICHOLS
Guest Writer 

The Lighter Side
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U.S. drone strikes Kabul bombers 
18 U.S. service members and 170 Afghans died in the ISIS-K bombing

BY SOPHIE BOULTER
World News Editor
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Deters sues six Cincinnati hospitals
Deters Law Firm filed class 

action lawsuits against six 
major hospitals in Cincinnati 
and Northern Kentucky on 
Aug. 23, but the lawsuits were 
rescinded this Monday. 

Deters Law Firm spokes-
man Eric Deters, who is dis-
barred in Kentucky and Ohio 
as well as banned from the 
Hamilton County Courtroom, 
says he will refile the lawsuits.

The lawsuits were filed in 
reaction to recent announce-
ments that COVID-19 vac-
cinations will be required for 
hospital staff  — a mandate 
likely to take effect Oct. 1 for 
some hospitals and  later for 
others.

University of  Cincinna-
ti (UC) Health, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center, the Christ Hospital 
Health Network, Bon Secours 
Mercy Health, TriHealth and 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare are 
the hospitals currently facing 
lawsuits.

The first five lawsuits have 
been filed with the Hamilton 
County Common Pleas Court, 
while the sixth — against St. 
Elizabeth Healthcare — was 
filed in Boone County.

The lead plaintiff  alleges 
that the vaccine mandates are 
illegal because they infringe 
on an employee’s liberties: 
specifically, the liberty “to 
protect their bodily integrity.”

Front-line nurses, security 

guards and health care tech-
nicians are some of  the many 
staff  members involved as 
plaintiffs for the lawsuits.

Company-wide vaccine 
mandates have caused fired 
or resigned employees to seek 
to file lawsuits as part of  the 
growing opposition against 
requiring the COVID-19 vac-
cination.

The lawsuit also accuses 
hospital groups of  criminal 
activities, including civil con-
spiracy and fraud. Namely, the 
suit cites falsified COVID-19 
data, deaths of  patients and 
the effects of  the vaccine 
as instances of  the hospital 
groups’ alleged fraud.

The legal action seeks a 
declaratory judgement, which 
states that each hospital 
group’s mandate breaks the 
law. 

After putting forward the 
declaratory judgement, plain-
tiffs may seek a jury trial, class 
action status and prevention 
of  taking action against em-
ployees who refuse adherence 
to the mandate.

Around 127 plaintiffs in-
volved are also employees of  
the hospital groups and are 
being represented by Deters 
Law Firm.

Deters is a strong advo-
cate of  opposing COVID-19 
vaccine mandates. Deters has 
stated he believes there is “no 
COVID crisis at all.”

“We have reached a point 
where Americans must choose 

between taking a dangerous 
and unknown vaccine or lose 
not just their jobs, but their 
lifelong careers,” Deters said.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has found COVID-19 
vaccines to be safe and sup-
ported by clinical trials that 
meet the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s (FDA) quality 
requirements for the vaccine.

The lawsuits filed last 
Monday occurred on the same 
day that the FDA approved 
the Pfizer vaccine for anyone 
16 years of  age and older.

Amanda Nageleisen, a 

Navalny critiques Putin, propaganda in interview

Russian dissident Alexei 
Navalny gave his first inter-
view from jail on Aug. 25. 
Speaking with the New York 
Times, he claimed that Rus-
sian authorities have attempt-
ed to indoctrinate him and 
other inmates.

Navalny, a prominent critic 
of  Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s leadership, is be-
ing held in Penal Colony No. 
2, a maximum security prison 
near Moscow. 

Each day, prison authori-
ties force Navalny to watch 
eight hours of  state propa-
ganda. This new propaganda 
program for political prison-
ers replaced hard labor. 

Inmates who try to distract 
themselves by reading, writ-
ing or sleeping during the 
propaganda are reprimanded 
by guards.

“You have to sit in a chair 
and watch TV,” Navalny said.

Navalny explained that 
prisoners watch propaganda 
films that situate Putin within 
a state-glorifying conception 
of  Russian history.

 “We watch films about the 
Great Patriotic War,” Naval-
ny said, referring to World 
War II.

“I most clearly understand 

the essence of  the ideology 
of  the Putin regime: The 
present and the future are 
being substituted with the 
past,” Navalny said.

According to Navalny, 
political prisoners are put 
through psychological pres-
sure and are constantly mon-
itored. Prison guards employ 
tactics to induce prisoners to 
turn on each other and dis-
trust other inmates.

“They won’t beat you — 
quite the opposite. With 
continual provocation, they 
will put you in a position 
where you have to beat up 
somebody else, hit somebody, 
threaten somebody,” Navalny 
explained.

Guards utilize this culture 
of  mistrust to manipulate in-
mates into fighting and com-
mitting crimes against each 
other.

“There are video cameras 
everywhere, and the admin-
istration with great pleasure 
will open a new criminal case 
against you on charges of  as-
sault, adding a few years to 
your sentence,” Navalny said.

Navalny compared his 
conditions to Chinese labor 
camps.

“Everybody marches in a 
line and... video cameras are 
hung everywhere. There is 
constant control and a cul-

BY SOPHIE BOULTER
World News Editor

ture of  snitching,” he said. 
Navalny continues to re-

cuperate from being poisoned 
with Novichok nerve agent 
last year. Most Western in-
telligence agencies agree that 
the Federal Security Bureau 
(FSB) — Russia’s security 
agency and the successor to 
the Soviet-era KGB (Commit-
tee for State Security) — poi-
soned Navalny.

After receiving medical 
treatment in Germany, Naval-
ny returned to Russia to con-
tinue his activism against the 
Russian state. He was arrested 
in January and then was sent 
to Penal Colony No. 2.

In February, Navalny was 
sentenced to nearly three 
years in prison after a Mos-
cow court turned a suspended 
prison sentence for fraud from 
2014 into a longer sentence 
due to a parole violation.

Earlier this month, Naval-
ny was charged with inciting 
protests against the Russian 
state. This additional charge 
could add more time onto his 
jail sentence.

If  he is found guilty, he may 
not emerge from jail until af-
ter 2024, the year of  Russia’s 
next presidential election. Na-
valny plans to challenge Putin 
for the presidency.

In his interview, Navalny 
expressed his distaste for the  

spokeswoman for UC Health, 
Greater Cincinnati’s academic 
health system, explained her 
support of  vaccine mandates.

“Science has demonstrated 
that COVID-19 vaccinations 
have proven to be safe and ef-
fective. Overwhelmingly, they 
protect people from hospital-
ization, ICU-level care and 
death,” Negeleisen said.

Laila Sappington, a sopho-
more biomedical sciences ma-
jor, expressed her support for 
mandating vaccines as well.

“Mandating the vaccine 
will significantly lower the 
risk of  getting COVID-19. If  

you want to go visit grandma 
in the nursing home, get vac-
cinated. They don’t want you 
out there killing off  the entire 
nursing home,” Sappington 
said.

An anonymous student 
spoke out against the man-
date, arguing that mandates 
are not the best way to pro-
vide vaccines to the public. 

“I think everything should 
be up to the personal choice. 
People have their own fears 
about it and when it’s being 
shoved down their throats… 
the fears come out even more,” 
the student said.

Putin regime.
“We clearly have to deal 

with a person who has lost 
his mind, Putin. A pathologi-
cal liar with megalomania and 
persecutory delusion. 22 years 
in power would do that to 
anyone, and what we’re wit-
nessing is a classic situation 

of  a half-mad czar,” he said.
Navalny is still optimistic 

for Russia’s future.
“The Putin regime is a his-

torical accident, not an inev-
itability. Russia will move on 
to a democratic, European 
path of  development,” Naval-
ny said.

U.S. drone strikes Kabul bombers 
BY MORGAN MILES
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America’s democracy is un-
der attack and has been since 
the 2016 election in which 
Russia interfered. 

Since then, the attack on 
liberal democracy in Ameri-
ca has only been exacerbated, 
and Jan. 6 put that on display 
for the rest of  the world to 
see. Earlier this year, citizens 
interfered with their own free 
and fair election. With the di-
vision in this house, collapse 
is imminent. 

Rest assured, America is 
divided and its government 
is being bombarded by both 
sides of  the political spectrum 
for certain reforms. Progres-
sives and conservatives alike 
are fed up with the U. S. gov-
ernment in its current state, 
and this growing divide only 
further exemplifies the fra-
gility of  our government and 
society.

However, it’s not all bad; 
there is some common ground 
to be found. The vast majority 
of  Americans are not happy 
with things as they are right 
now. Herein lies the common 
ground —  both sides want to 
see the government change in 
some pretty drastic ways. Yet, 
the common ground only ex-

Whether you’ve been 
through a breakup or not, 
the best breakup songs can 
capture the essence of  heart-
break in ways that no other 
piece of  art can. We know 
iconic hits such as “Before 
He Cheats” by Carrie Under-
wood, “Someone Like You” 
by Adele and countless oth-
ers that fill us with rage for a 
failed relationship that never 
was. There is something so 
captivating about this genre 
of  music and its songs, and 
although we scream the lyr-
ics to them, the best one by 
far is “All Too Well” by Tay-
lor Swift. 

In this emotional ballad 
from her 2012 album Red, 
Swift reflects on what fans 
speculate was her relation-
ship with Jake Gyllenhaal. 
The two were only together 
for two months, but the song 
makes it sound as if  they 
were married. It’s flawlessly 

written and stands as a lyri-
cal feat in modern music. 

Swift begins by reflecting 
on a core memory. In the first 
verse, she sings that she left 
her scarf  at her ex’s sister’s 
house and that he still has it. 
This infamous scarf  was fea-
tured in a few paparazzi pho-
tos of  Swift and Gyllenhaal 
on a date, but the song turns 
it into a metaphor for the be-
ginning and end of  their re-
lationship. 

Swift goes on to describe 
snippets of  memories that 
she can’t forget, and we try 
to make sense of  them with 
her as she sings, “Autumn 
leaves falling down like piec-
es into place.” As she moves 
on to the pre-chorus, she 
comes to terms with the fact 
that “it’s long gone and that 
magic’s not here no more.” 

If  you’ve never been 
through a breakup, you can 
at least relate this lyric to a 

lost friendship or something 
nostalgic you find yourself  
missing — it’s heartbreak-
ingly realistic, and the cho-
rus is even more so. 

Perhaps the most 
well-written lyric in this 
whole song comes next: 
“‘Cause there we are again 
on that 
l i t t l e 
t o w n 
s t r e e t 
/ You 
almost 
ran the 
red ‘cause you were looking 
over at me.”

This lyric is a genius dou-
ble entendre. On the surface, 
her ex was so distracted by 
her that he almost ran a red 
light. Its deeper meaning, 
however, suggests that her 
ex was so in love with her 
that he didn’t care about the 
potential hurt he’d cause her. 
Instead, he “ran the red” — 

red being Swift ‘sword for 
the anger, sadness, confusion 
and leftover love that comes 
with a breakup, as well as the 
title of  her token breakup al-
bum. 

The incredible bridge of  
“All Too Well” is self  ex-
planatory. Swift reminisces 

on the 
actual 
break-
u p , 
c a l l -
i n g 
h e r 

ex “so casually cruel in the 
name of  being honest,” a vi-
cious yet subtle description 
of  the call that broke her 
heart. At the song’s conclu-
sion, she weaves the story of  
the scarf  full-circle and says 
that her ex “can’t get rid of  
it” because he remembers 
their relationship just as viv-
idly as she does. 

You could write a novel on 

the sheer genius of  Swift’s 
lyricism in this song. Its viv-
id imagery, captivating key 
changes and use of  rhetori-
cal devices make it not only 
the best breakup song, but 
one of  the best songs ever 
written. With the release 
of  Swift’s re-recording of  
Red in November, including 
a 10-minute version of  “All 
Too Well” on its tracklist, 
this title won’t be lost any-
time soon.

tends to the point that change 
is wanted and no further. 
These are just the growing 
pains of  an evolving system. 

Our government initial-
ly sought to be an evolving 
system that allowed for the 
changing of  laws and the 
occasional constitutional 
amendment. Even term lim-
its on the presidency allow for 
evolution and adaptation, but 
only to a certain extent. This 
certain extent does not seem 
to be tolerable anymore. 

With constant advance-
ments in biological and in-
formation technology, the 
government needs to have a 
plastic power like never before. 
Laws and regulations need 
to adapt to the ever-chang-
ing landscape of  the internet 
and the interconnectedness it 
brings 
about . 
H o w -
e v e r , 
t h i s 
s e e m s 
u n -
achiev-
able with the current setup of  
the American government. 

As we all know, it takes 
months or even years for the 

Senate and House to pass a bill 
into law — not to mention the 
amendments that get added to 
the bill, thereby slowing down 
the process or even stopping 
it in its tracks. So how would 
it be possible for the current 
system to adapt to the prob-
lems of  today? Simply put, it 
can’t.

Something substantial 
needs to change within the 
landscape of  modern Ameri-
ca’s liberal democracy. A few 
things that come to mind: 
abolishing lobby groups, put-
ting term limits on the Su-
preme Court, abolishing the 
two-party system and put-
ting limits on free speech. My 
point is this: the current sys-
tem is clogged up and bogged 
down by inefficiency. I believe 
one huge part of  the ineffi-

c iency 
of  the 
Amer-
i c a n 
g o v -
e r n -
m e n t 
is owed 

to the sheer size of  the coun-
try. 

The Ancient Greeks spoke 
on democracy and had many 

mixed feelings about it, but 
one aspect they spoke of  that 
seems to be overlooked is that 
democracy works best on 
small scales. 

America is one of  the larg-
est scales at which democracy 
has been attempted. For the 
first 400 years or so, democra-
cy worked OK, assuming you 
are a White, cisgender male. 
But now, America’s democ-
racy is being assaulted by its 
own citizens. America’s large 
size makes it hard for politi-
cians to actually serve their 
constituency in a way that 
would address most of  the 
constituency’s concerns. 

We all know quite a few 
things need to undergo rad-
ical change in America, but I 
believe one often-overlooked 
factor is the size of  America, 
or at least the ways in which 
the American land is divided 
and the power each state has. 

I see the remedy as the 
federal government giving 
more power to state govern-
ments and allowing them to 
have more say in the laws and 
regulations within each state. 
Additionally, some power and 
control over state legislation 
needs to be stripped from the 

federal government. 
The problems of  Idaho 

are not the same as the prob-
lems in Ohio, so why should 
the different problems have 
the same solution? Even if  
there are some overlapping 
issues in Arizona and Maine, 
that doesn’t mean both states 
should go about solving them 
in the same ways. Each region 
in America has its own social 
and political climate, and this 
should be recognized by the 
federal government and citi-
zens alike. 

I do not think downsizing 
is the “end-all, be-all” for the 
issues the government faces 
today, but it might be an evo-
lutionary step toward a less 
divided America. 

Democracy is dying

Nina Benich is a 
sophomore adver-
tising and English 
double major. She is 
the Online Editor for 
Newswire from India-
napolis.

John Smithmeyer is a 
senior philosophy ma-
jor. He is a guest writer 
for Newswire from Cin-
cinnati. 

“All Too Well” is the best breakup song

(We must make substantial chang-
es to our democracy such as) abol-
ishing lobby groups, putting term 
limits on the Supreme Court, 
abolishing the two-party system 
and putting limits on free speech.

The song’s vivid imagery, cap-
tivating key changes and use of  
rhetorical devices makes it not 
only the best breakup song, but 
one of  the best songs ever written.
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The madness of mass incarceration
The United States has 

gained notoriety as the na-
tion with both the largest 
total prison population and 
highest rate of  incarceration 
per capita in the world. 

Despite representing 
4.4% of  the global popula-
tion, American prisons and 
jails house approximately 
22% of  all prisoners in the 
world. As of  2021, 2.1 mil-
lion American adults are in-
carcerated in state prisons, 
county jails and federal de-
tention facilities. Including 
those on parole and proba-
tion, over 7 million Ameri-
can adults are currently un-
der the supervision of  the 
adult correctional system. 

When broken down by 
race, the disparity between 
Black men and the rest of  the 
population becomes stark; 
despite accounting for 6.5% 
of  the general population, 
Black men make up 33% of  
the prison population. These 
statistics highlight the need 
for a radical restructuring 
of  the U.S. correctional sys-
tem. Particularly, they show 
the need to move from puni-
tive punishment to commu-

nity-based prevention and 
justice.

The shift towards mass 
incarceration began with the 
War on Drugs campaign of  
the early 1980s and inten-
sified when the Clinton ad-
ministration imposed longer 
sentences and stricter sen-
tencing standards for nonvi-
o l e n t 
o f -
f e n d -
ers. 

The 
n u m -
b e r 
of  Americans in prison has 
more than tripled since 1984 
following the passage of  
the Sentencing Reform Act 
(SRA), a Reagan-era mea-
sure intended to deter crime 
and establish strict “manda-
tory minimum” sentences for 
those convicted. The SRA 
also abolished the option for 
parole for those in federal 
prisons, effectively ensuring 
that a significant number of  
incarcerated Americans will 
never be able to rejoin soci-
ety. 

It is important to note 
that these laws did not result 

in a lower rate of  crime. In 
reality, the Reagan and Clin-
ton administrations both 
saw increased rates of  crime, 
largely due to the disruption 
of  community and family 
structures that resulted from 
increased incarceration.

The fact that prison does 
not prevent crime or reha-

b i l i t a t e 
prisoners 
serves as 
a remind-
er that 
incarcer-
ation in 

the United States has never 
existed to promote public 
safety or offer justice for vic-
tims of  violent offenders. 

From their conception, 
American prisons have 
functioned as a form of  le-
gal slavery under the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. This amendment states 
that Americans will not be 
forced to experience “slav-
ery nor involuntary servi-
tude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof  the party 
shall have been duly convict-
ed.” 

The intentional exclusion 

of  prisoners from basic hu-
man rights has effectively 
allowed the United States to 
exploit the labor of  a mar-
ginalized class of  people, a 
class that can be defined and 
redefined arbitrarily.

Community reform advo-
cates have argued that the 
only way to prevent crime 
is to restructure the soci-
ety that produces criminals. 
Decades of  research have 
demonstrated that poverty, 
lack of  access to quality ed-
ucation and disillusionment 
within society are significant 
contributing factors in the 
perpetration of  crime. 

To create the kind of  so-
ciety people want to partic-
ipate in lawfully, we must 
address the structural in-
equalities that lead to crime. 
This would involve reform-
ing K-12 education, college 
and the workplace to allow 
everyone an equal chance 
to achieve stable, equitable 
employment. Only after giv-
ing everyone a reasonable 
chance to achieve a stable life 
can we begin to look at in-
carceration as an option for 
severely violent offenders.

Robert Soucek is 
a sophomore his-
tory major. He is a 
guest-writer for News-
wire from Cleveland. 

As long as it is legal to 
force people into involuntary 
servitude under the guise 
of  punishment and reha-
bilitation, prison cannot be 
considered a just institution. 
When less than 1% of  rap-
ists will ever be convicted or 
sentenced, prison cannot be 
considered a form of  protec-
tion from violence. 

As it currently stands, the 
prison system in the U.S. 
should not exist. Whether 
the prison system should 
be completely abolished or 
reformed through gradual 
changes is a matter of  de-
bate. Through a combination 
of  reform and societal re-
structuring, it is possible to 
create a world without mass 
incarceration.

Interested in responding? Email gstalderc@xavier.edu.

Ivy Lewis is a junior 
psychology major. 
She is a guest writ-
er for Newswire from 
Deer Park, Ohio.  

The improper structure 
of  the Constitution of  the 
Student Government Asso-
ciation (SGA) — something 
that is dissimilar to the gov-
ernment of  the State of  
Ohio, the United States and 
easily the governance of  the 
greater university itself  — 
is a campus anomaly. The 
SGA Constitution states in 
Article I: Section 1 that it 
“will supersede all other stu-
dent organization by-laws.”

This statement  allows  
SGA  to require itself  to be 
the leading commission on 
campus and implies there is 
no other council considered 
higher. The phrase itself  
promotes a sort of  redun-
dancy that I think can be 
easily missed. 

In stating that the by-
laws of  SGA supersede all 
others on campus, it actually 
reverses its own claim. This 
does not account for affiliate 
groups  on campus, such as 
the Jesuit Student Govern-
ment Alliance (JSGA). The 
creation of  an extension 
like the JSGA or other such 
committees on par and equal 
to SGA make the opening 
clause of  the Constitution 
completely pointless.

Another issue with the 
structure of  SGA is its han-
dling of  executive power 
throughout the Constitu-
tion. It promotes the elec-
tion of  a  president and two 

vice presidents, as well as 16 
senators and other represen-
tatives for the university’s 
councils, commissions and 
organizations through a fair, 
free and open vote by the 
student body. 

The issues of  these stu-
dent representatives, as in 
the ones who are appointed 
for the governance of  these 
non-SGA organizations, and 
the unicameral structure of  
SGA are 
h i g h l y 
i n e f f e c -
tive and 
d i s a d -
v a n t a -
geous to an efficient system. 

One of  the main issues 
with SGA’s efficiency is not 
with the actual votes or 
meeting minutes carried out 
by its elected officials. Rath-
er, it is merely the problem 
of  SGA’s uniform action. 
As former President James 
Madison stated in the Fed-
eralist Papers 10, “Liberty is 
to faction what air is to fire, 
an ailment without which it 
instantly expires.” Madison’s 
wise words can be heavily 
related to the situation of  
the SGA’s structure. 

SGA’s inability to pro-
mote divisive discussions, 
ones which lead to excellent 
and efficient argument, will 
never allow for the assump-
tion of  creative ideas in any 
of  SGA’s policies or projects.

As for the election of  the 
executive board members, as 
well as the senators, I take 
issue with the “campaign-
ing” and “open”elections of  
officials on this campus. It 
should not be challenging to 
hear or learn about the can-
didates for whom we vote on 
this campus. In keeping the 
information about and views 
of  the candidates in almost 
complete secrecy, we are 

robbing 
o u r -
selves of  
one of  
the most 
p i v o t a l 

portions of  successful de-
mocracy: for the elections to 
be open. 

While SGA elections do 
not involve restricting votes, 
they are 
critical-
ly flawed 
and fail 
to com-
municate their goals to the 
student body. I have yet to 
ever see one pamphlet, sign, 
letter or email that displays 
the views of  the candidates 
running for the office since 
my time on campus.

The secrecy of  the goals 
and policies of  the elected 
students does not make SGA 
a “hands-off ” student orga-
nization here. Rather, it ob-
structs the most important 
principles of  democracy and 

looks foolish in its current 
form. With the election of  
officials in mind, I must bring 
the executive into question. 
The tripartite council of  the 
executive is redundant in its 
structure and fails to live up 
to the standards set by the 
U.S. Constitution. 

Now, I understand that 
any university can run its 
student governing bodies 
the way it wants to run them. 
However, I believe the way 
SGA is run is one that breeds 
ignorance over intelligence. 
While I understand there 
aren’t parties per se in the 
scheme of  SGA, this inabili-
ty to form factions makes the 
assumption of  two vice pres-
idents redundant and unnec-
essary. If  we do not promote 
students to campaign as 

running 
m a t e s , 
then is 
t h e r e 
truly a 

point in having a three-per-
son executive board? 

The United States’ stan-
dard (the election of  one 
president and one vice presi-
dent) is one that makes sense, 
and leaves the establishment 
of  the Senate to separate 
power structures. The vice 
president will be capable of  
breaking ties when in ses-
sion, and an excellent exten-
sion of  power can then be 
reserved for the president of  

We need a new SGA Constitution
the executive branch, mak-
ing the executive exactly 
what the name implies.

It doesn’t take much effort 
to find confusion in the se-
crecy of  the Senate as well. 
None of  SGA’s positions 
should be by appointment. 
This consequence of  nepo-
tism with the installment of  
friendships over votes makes 
for an undoubtedly unglam-
orous organization.

This denial of  votes for 
potential elections removes 
the liberty and freedom of  
the students themselves. At 
the end of  the day, student 
officials are elected for one 
reason: to represent their 
class in a governing body. 
Their inability to show their 
desires and to be voted in 
with a popular initiative is 
foolish. I endorse the imple-
mentation of  a brand new 
Constitution, one that leaves 
the prior in darkness.

Including those on parole 
and probation, over 7 million 
American adults are currently 
under the supervision of  the 
adult correctional system. 

It should not be challenging 
to hear or learn about the 
candidates for whom we vote on 
this campus.

I believe the way SGA is run is 
one that breeds ignorance over 
intelligence.
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“What it’s been thus far is 
they will reach out to me and 
say go to our site and pick out 
what you like and we’ll send 
it to you for free and then in 
exchange we just want you 
to post on Instagram and tag 
us,” Kyle said. 

She also said that the com-
panies usually reach out to 
her instead of  her reaching 
out to them. 

Kyle, who has 13.5k fol-
lowers on Instagram, said it’s 
not too hard for her to get 
NIL deals because of   her fol-
lowing. 

Comparing how difficult it 
is for an Olympic sport ath-
lete to get an NIL deal com-
pared to a basketball or foot-
ball player, Kyle felt lucky. “I 
think from the outside look-
ing in, for my teammates I 

would say yes, it is harder for 
tennis, but for me it’s not so 
much because of  the amount 
of  followers I have on Insta-
gram. I think that’s the only 
reason why I’m getting so 
many people contacting me,” 
Kyle said.

She also mentioned she’s 
had more people reach out 
to her for NIL deals than her 
boyfriend, who is on the bas-

Ahmeir Kyle has taken advantage of the new NIL policy by the NCAA and has racked up deals with various 
companies, promoting them to her large Instagram audience of 13.5k in exchange for free clothes/gear. 
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Kyle capitalizes on new NCAA rule 
ketball team.

 “I think it just has to do 
with how many followers you 
have,” she added. 

She also said she has no 
current plans to market her-
self  and will keep letting 
companies approach her for 
deals. 

Besides getting free clothes 
and gear from the companies 
she promotes, she’s also able 
to grow her brand through 
her posts. 

“When I do make a post for 
them, almost everyone that’s 
reached out to me has hun-
dreds of  thousands of  fol-
lowers, so when I make a post 
they’ll just repost what I post 
and then that helps me gain 
an audience,” she explained. 

Kyle chose to come back 
this season for her extra 
year of  eligibility granted by 
COVID-19, and she said that 
NIL played a bit of  a factor in 
her decision to return.

 “The main thing was 
I’ll have another shot at the 
NCAA Tournament, and then 
I was like, oh they’re starting 
the NIL next year, so I won-
der what that will look like for 
me.” 

While women’s tennis will 
play some exhibition games 
later in the fall, their road to 
repeat as Big East Champions 
won’t officially begin until 
the spring.

Jerome Jolly’s goal was the game-winner against Eastern Illinois on Friday, and he contributed again on 
Sunday with a goal off the bench in the 41st minute that proved to be the game-winner for the Musketeers.

After a shortened 2020 
season, the Xavier men’s soc-
cer team needed a few early 
wins to start the season on 
the right foot. 

They began their 2021 
season last Friday against the 
Eastern Illinois Panthers and 
notched a 1-0 victory. 

The Musketeers capped 
the weekend off  with a battle 
against the IUPUI Jaguars 
and cruised to a 3-1 victory 
with an overall record of  2-0. 

Their 1-0 win on Fri-
day marked Xavier’s fourth 
straight opening day win. 
The game against Eastern 
Illinois was originally sched-
uled for 6 p.m. but began at 
8:30 p.m. due to a rain delay. 

“It’s not the easiest thing 
to go play after that delay, and 
I also want to thank our fans 
because we had a really good 
crowd initially...considering 
the weather and the delay, I 
thought it was pretty good,” 
Xavier Head Coach Andy 
Fleming said. 

It was a quiet game until 
the 80th minute when sopho-
more midfielder Jerome Jolly 
scored the lone goal of  the 
game on an unassisted corner 
kick. 

The ball just squeezed into 
the bottom left corner after 

hitting the post. Xavier would 
keep the Panthers scoreless 
for the remaining ten minutes 
to win 1-0.

 Xavier held a 12-8  advan-
tage in shots and a 6-1 advan-
tage in shots on goal. 

Felix Boe-Tangen, Karsen 
Henderlong and Paul Bog-
arin all had three shots and 
grad student goalkeeper Matt 
Rosenberg paced the Muske-
teer defense with a shutout. 

“This team has not won a 
game in a while. This team 

finished the season last year 
on the wrong side of  a couple 
disappointing games,” Flem-
ing said. 

“In my experience, usual-
ly when you need a win, and 
you’re really fighting to get 
one, this is how it is. Late 
goal, funny goal, kind of  an 
ugly goal, hang on late. Until 
you learn how to win games, 
that’s what it’s going to be 
like,” Fleming added about 
Xavier’s win. 

Xavier had a quick turn-

 The NCAA changed their 
policy on July 1 to allow col-
legiate athletes to profit off  
their name, image and like-
ness (NIL). 

Athletes around the coun-
try are taking advantage of  
the policy, with Ohio State 
quarterback Quinn Ewers 
being the latest big name 
college athlete to ink a deal 
worth over $1 million. 

Multiple Xavier  athletes 
are taking advantage of  the 
policy with various deals both 
on a local and national scale, 
but no one has been quite 
as active as fifth-year tennis 
player Ahmeir Kyle. 

Kyle has earned NIL deals 
with Western & Southern to 
promote the recent Western 
& Southern Open tourna-
ment in the form of  a com-
mercial and other promotion-
al materials. The commercial 
aired during the Western & 
Southern Open and will be 
shown during the U.S. Open. 

She also has NIL deals with 
Bo and Tee, a female athlet-
ic wear company, Underdog 
Athletics and Pope Fitness, in 
addition to other companies. 

Kyle was paid for the com-
mercial but said that other 
deals give her free clothes in 
exchange for an Instagram 
post promoting the company.

The Xavier tennis �fth-year has earned various endorsement and media deals

around on Sunday at 6 p.m. 
at Corcoran Field as they bat-
tled IUPUI. 

Xavier got off  to a quick 
start as Henderlong, a senior 
forward, notched his first 
goal of  the season in the 24th 
minute. The assist came from 
grad student midfielder Jus-
tus Kauppinen. 

The Jaguars quickly an-
swered as fifth-year midfield-
er Cameron Haegele scored 
an unassisted goal in the 25th 
minute. Xavier needed a spark 

BY JAKE GEIGER to go into the first half  which 
they got from Jolly, who came 
off  the bench and scored the 
game-winning goal in the 
41st minute off  an assist from 
Taylor Rhinehart. 

Heading into the half  with 
a 2-1 lead, Xavier had the 
confidence they needed to 
build this lead. The insurance 
goal came from Kauppinen in 
the 83rd minute with an as-
sist from Henderlong. 

Rosenberg played the 
whole game in goal. The vic-
tory moved Xavier to 2-0 in 
non-conference play and has 
now built momentum for the 
tougher part of  the non-con-
ference slate. 

“I thought, mentally, we 
had a resilient game, and once 
again our bench carried us,” 
Fleming said about Xavier’s 
second win of  the season. 

Xavier’s next opponents 
are going to be difficult tests 
as they head to Bloomington, 
Ind. for the coveted Adidas/
IU Credit Union Classic. 

They will face Ohio State 
tomorrow at 5 p.m. Then, 
they follow up with the No. 
1 ranked Indiana Hoosiers on 
Monday at 8 p.m., and that 
game will be aired on Big Ten 
Network Plus. 

“We’re going to find out a 
lot about ourselves,” Fleming 
said about the IU game.

Men’s soccer wins �rst two matches of new season

BY JOE CLARK

The Musketeers defeated Eastern Illinois and IUPUI at home over the weekend

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
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Xavier volleyball opens season 1-2
Xavier volleyball traveled 

to North Carolina last Friday 
and Saturday to kick off  the 
team’s regular season at the 
Charlotte Invitational. 

The Musketeers came out 
of  the weekend 1-2, defeating 
South Carolina State Univer-
sity 3-0, while losing to Char-
lotte and Colorado Universi-
ty-Boulder 3-1, respectively.

Xavier’s first game on Fri-
day was nothing short of  a 
dominant performance, with 
the Musketeers winning three 
straight sets: 25-8, 25-8 and 
25-9. 

Junior outside hitter Mary-
ann O’Toole led the team in 
kills for the game with seven, 
followed up closely by soph-
omore middle blocker Hunt-
er Fry and graduate student 
right side Moriah Hopkins 
earning six apiece. 

Senior middle blocker El-
lie Chaffee dominated defen-
sively, recording a game high 
three blocks. Junior setter 
Carrigan O’Reilly arguably 
had the most impressive day 
on the team, setting up her 
teammates to the tune of  33 
assists. 

In all, O’Reilly assisted on 
44% of  the teams’ total points, 
making her mark on a great 
overall team performance.

The rest of  the weekend 

for Xavier did not go quite as 
smoothly as it started. 

Game Two against Char-
lotte was tightly contested 
the whole way through, end-
ing in a 3-1 Charlotte victory 
winning set one, two and four. 
Sets one and two in the match-

up went Charlotte’s way only 
by two points for each, 25-23. 
Xavier recovered in the third 
set, scoring 25-19. The Mus-
keteer comeback was halted, 
however, with the Niners clos-
ing things out 25-21. 

O’Reilly stepped up again 

Xavier’s women’s soccer 
team moved to 4-0 on the 
season with two impressive 
victories last weekend over 
Murray State University and 
archrival University of  Cin-
cinnati.

Last Thursday, the Mus-
keteers outdueled UC 1-0 on 
their home turf. An impressive 
defensive performance led the 
way for Xavier, as they only 
allowed six shots with just 
three on goal for the Bearcats. 

Senior goalie Olivia Jenkins 
added to her shutout total for 
the year, recording three saves 
to boot. 

The lone goal of  the game 
came from freshman forward 
Chloe Netzel on an assist by 
graduate student forward 
Carrie Lewis in the 80th min-
ute of  play for Netzel’s first 
goal of  the new season. Xavi-
er’s offense dominated UC, 
doubling them in shots for the 
game.

The second game of  the 
weekend came on Sunday, 
with the Musketeers prevail-
ing again at home over the 
Murray State Racers 2-1. 

Xavier’s offense showed 
consistency, putting up 11 
shots in each half, with nine 
of  those coming on goal. 
Freshman forward Shelby 
Sallee scored the match’s first 
goal with an impressive head-

er from a Carrie Lewis corner 
kick in the 25th minute. Goal 
number two came by way of  
assists from senior defender 
Grace Brauer and sophomore 
midfielder Elise Le, scored by 
senior forward Sarah Owusu. 

The only goal allowed by 
Jenkins occurred in the 62nd 

minute off  a penalty kick. 
Looking ahead, Xavi-

er women’s soccer has two 
games coming up this week. 

Today, the Musketeers will 
hit the road to play Illinois at 
8:00 p.m. On Sunday, Tennes-
see Tech will come into town 
for a 1 p.m. matchup. If  the 

Junior setter Carrigan O’Reilly had an impressive weekend in the Musketeer’s season-opening tournament, 
racking up 120 assists throughout the weekend, including 44 against Charlotte and 43 against Colorado.
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with 44 assists and 10 kills. 
Hopkins led the Musketeers 
in kills with 17 for the game. 
However, a strong defensive 
performance by Charlotte was 
too much for Xavier to over-
come in the end.

Game Three was again 

closely contested. Colorado 
and Xavier split sets one and 
two, 25-23 being the score in 
each. 

The Buffaloes closed things 
out in sets three and four, win-
ning 25-18 and 25-22. Soph-
omore libero Stevie Wolf  im-
pressed defensively, recording 
a game-high 21 digs for Xavi-
er. 

O’Reilly closed out the 
weekend as strong as she 
started it, tying the Buffaloes 
leader in assists for a game-
high 43. 

Senior outside hitter Norah 
Painter led the Musketeers 
with 14 kills, with Hopkins 
finishing second on the team 
with 11 herself. 

All in all, it was an OK 
showing by Xavier going up 
against a strong Colorado op-
ponent. 

Wolf  ended the weekend in 
impressive fashion as she was 
nominated for the Charlotte 
Invitational All-Tournament 
team. 

Xavier volleyball will head 
to Chicago this weekend to 
play three games as the Uni-
versity of  Loyola hosts their 
own tournament.

 Games One and Two come 
on Friday at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. EST against Southern Il-
linois University and Eastern 
Kentucky University. Xavi-
er will play its final game of  
the weekend against Loyola at 
3:30 p.m. 

Women’s soccer wins, improves to 4-0

Kyle capitalizing on new policy 

Musketeers can keep up their 
hot start, they could crack the 
top 25 in the NCAA rankings. 
They already hold a win over 
then-No. 21 St. Louis, and 
wo more wins and a 6-0 start 
with multiple impressive per-
formances could lead to top 25 
consideration. 

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

Sports
Banter
Cantlay? More like 

CanPlay
Golfer Patrick Cantlay 

knocked off  Bryson De-
Chambeau last weekend in 
the BMW Championship. 

The tournament ended in a 
thrilling playoff  that lasted 
six holes, and it locked in 
Cantlay’s spot on the U.S. 

Ryder Cup team.

The Many Saints of  
Jacksonville 

Jacksonville has been in the 
news a lot this week, and 

not because of  Jumpout or 
ATK. First, the NFL Player’s 

Association announced an 
investigation into the Jaguars 

after Head Coach Urban 
Meyer said vaccination status 
played a role in player cuts. 
Then, Jacksonville’s TIAA 
Bank Field was announced 
as the host of  the relocated 

Saints-Packers Week 1 game 
due to Hurricane Ida.

Deja Vu
I’m not talking about Olivia 
Rodrigo; I’m talking about 

college football. Geor-
gia-Clemson this Saturday is 
the biggest opening weekend 
game since Georgia-Clemson 
in 2013. Gonna be a fun one. 

Xavier women’s soccer picked up their third and fourth wins of the season, knocking off the University of 
Cincinnati and Murray State with both wins occurring at Corcoran Field. The Musketeers are 4-0 this year. 
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The Rolling Stones have 
been the self-proclaimed 
“Greatest Rock N’ Roll band 
in the World” for nearly 60 
years now. They are older than 
Woodstock, the moon landing 
and the pocket calculator. 

The band currently has an 
average age of  77. This year 
has caused the band to reflect 
on future plans, as Charlie 
Watts, their longtime drum-
mer, passed away at the age of  
80. 

Watts was born in London 
in 1941 during the “crossfire 
hurricane” of  World War II. 
He entered college to become 
a graphic designer and  played 
in a jazz fusion band. 

He was invited to join The 
Rolling Stones in 1962 but 
declined it. He played hard to 
get until 1963, when he finally 
obliged and joined. 

He quickly deviated from 
other band members with his 
reserved personality, showing 
that a rock star did not have to 
be flashy or live a typical rock 
lifestyle. 

Watts spent free time with 
his wife, helping to breed 
horses on their farm. Watts 
remained married to his wife, 
Shirley Ann Shepherd,  until 
his passing. 

His drumming style was 
subtle and often unlike that 
of  reputed “power drummers” 
of  his era, like Neil Peart of  

Get to know the �rst Xavier Bachelor

Beloved Rolling Stones legend hits his last note
BY ANDREW ZERMAN Rush or John Bonham of  Led 

Zeppelin.
 He was not fond of  drum 

solos and stated so in the 2003 
novel According to the Rolling 
Stones. 

“I never take them. I admire 
some people who do them but 
generally, I don’t like them,” 
Watts said in the novel. “I 
prefer drummers in the band 
playing with the band.”  

Lead singer Mick Jagger 
confirmed in 2020 to the Roll-
ing Stones magazine that the 
band would “probably never 
retire” and that “they were 
working on new material.” 

Guitarist and vocalist Keith 
Richards echoed a similar sen-
timent, telling NME in 2016 
that “(the Rolling Stones) are 
a band and a real band sticks 
together until it dies.” 

In early August, Watts 
started exhibiting signs of  
decline. According to Dead-
line, he “dropped out of  the 
band’s 2021 tour due to an un-
disclosed medical procedure.” 

The timeline was expected 
to keep him sidelined for the 
entirety of  the tour. Upon the 
insistence of  Watts, he “did 
not want the many... fans who 
have been holding tickets for 
this tour to be disappointed by 
another postponement.” 

Steve Jordan, a long-time 
friend, agreed to take his 
spot. Watts passed away three 
weeks afterwards, and the 
band has remained committed 
to tour. 

The Rolling Stones will 
embark on a 13-date tour 
around America, starting with 

St. Louis on Sept. 26.
 The usual core of  Mick 

Jagger, Keith Richards and 

Ronnie Wood will be present 
along with Steve Jordan in the 
place of  Charlie Watts. 

Charlie Watts, well-loved drummer of famous rock group the Rolling Stones, passed away at the age of 80. 
Leaving behind a well-accomplished legacy and a wide fanbase, many are grieving the loss of the musician. 

The @xuchicks Instagram 
account recently went on a 
mission to find Xavier’s most 
eligible bachelor, and man, 
the competition was stiff. The 
page gathered nominations, 
asked the competitors spicy 
questions about their person-
ality and game and left the 
voting up to its followers. 

After all the votes were 
cast, Julian Wiggins stole the 
hearts of  the Xavier popula-
tion. 

Newswire  sat down with 
the junior biomedical sci-
ences major to take a deeper 
dive into the life of  the most 
sought-after man in all of  
Norwood. 

How did you get into
the competition? 

“My friends nominated me 
for it, and I am surprised they 
even accepted it.”

Bachelor and Bachelorette 
Monday is a regularly sched-
uled event for Julian and his 
friends. “We will stay an hour 
after the show and just talk 
about it… We put off  our 
homework to watch it.”

“I started off  hating The 
Bachelor. I thought it was 
corny. I thought they were 
only there for publicity. I 
thought I could really win 
it.  I want to apply after I am 

BY OLIVIA VALKNER done with school.”
“I do like The Bachelorette 

better though — it’s fun to 
watch the guys.”

Where are you from? 
Olympia Fields, Ill., near 

Chicago. “It’s a suburb, but I 
still got that city experience.”

What are you involved 
with on campus?

He is involved in club base-
ball, an RA in the Village 
Apartments, active in Jazz 
Orchestra and in a saxophone 
quartet.

What do you like to do in 
your free time?

“Making music… my main 
instrument is saxophone, the 
tenor. I have played since third 
grade.” He also knows how 
to play the keyboard, as well 
as a collection of  percussion 
and brass instruments. “Saxo-
phone is my favorite, though.”

What is your favorite
 TV show?

His favorite show is Crim-
inal Minds. “It’s a great show. 
I have watched it four times 
through.” 

Do you use Apple Music 
or Spotify?

 “Apple Music. A lot of  my 
friends hate me for it, but I’m 
(going to) stick with it.”

What are you listening to 
right now?

“Black Astronaut” by 
Saba 
“Lover and Friend” by 

Minnie Riperton 
“American Boy” by Es-
telle ft. Kanye West 

How has your life 
changed since winning the 

title of  Xavier’s Most 
Eligible Bachelor?

“More than 50 people 
added me on Instagram, and 
many people (are) sliding in 
my DMs trying to learn more 
or shoot their shot.  The way 
people address me has also 
shifted. It went from ‘Hey, Ju-
lian’ to ‘Hey, Bachelor.’”

What do you like to do in 
your free time? 

 “I like hanging out with 
friends... I could spend hours 

in the Caf  talking to random 
people and meeting new peo-
ple.”

What was your dream job 
when you were little? 

Julian’s dream job was to 
be the president of  the Unit-
ed States. 

What do you want the
 ladies to know about 

you? 
“I look very quiet and re-

served, but once you get to 
know me, I don’t shut up.”

How do you spend your 
weekends? 

“Chilling in my room 
watching movies and crack-
ing jokes during the middle 

of  them.”
Where is your favorite 

spot on campus?
The Bachelor’s favorite 

on-campus spot is the Edge-
cliff  Hall practice rooms.

What is your favorite 
movie?

His favorite is Cat Woman, 
specifically the one starring 
Halle Berry. “It’s a classic.”

What is your favorite 
place in Cincinnati? 

Julian loves The Bowtie 
Café in Mount Adams. “There 
is outdoor seating. It’s great 
to sit there when it’s nice 
out… it’s my go-to spot if  I 
ever need to think.” 

Do you have anything to 
say to the other guys that 
you competed against?

“Thank you! It was cool 
learning more about them. It 
made it fun and interesting.”

Fast Facts: 
He is 6’5.
He wants to retire in 
Jamaica.
He is a White Sox fan. 
He was accepted into 
Harvard.

Now that Julian has been 
declared the most eligible 
bachelor in Norwood, maybe 
in a few years he can claim the 
more prestigious title from 
ABC.  Until then, all the la-
dies can check out his recent 
claim to Musketeer fame at @
xuchicks on Instagram.

Photo Courtesy of @notjulianw via Instagram
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Siwa waltzes her way 
into DWTS history 

Local tattoo shop makes its mark on Cincinnati
BY GRACE HAMILTON

Getting a tattoo takes work. 
It’s more than just walking 
into a random shop and ask-
ing for the first design you see 
on the wall to be permanent-
ly inked on your skin. I mean, 
you can do that. You just have 
to make sure that it’s the right 
tattoo shop. Lucky for you, I 
found just the place. 

Cincinnati Tattoo & Pierc-
ing Co. is a shop on Glenway 
Avenue, about a 20-minute 
drive from Xavier’s campus. 
It’s been running for 55 years, 
the artists are talented, the 
prices aren’t too expensive 
and the vibes are immaculate. 

And in order to ensure that 
I had a fully-formed and trust-
worthy opinion, I went ahead 
and got a tattoo there. 

On Monday, a friend and I 
drove out to Cincinnati Tattoo 
& Piercing to get tattoos done 
by the artist Lulabelle Ger-
trude, or Gerty (@tattoosby-
gerty). 

The shop is small and cozy, 
with former bedrooms serv-
ing as artists’ rooms, meaning 

your tattoo is essentially done 
in private. 

Every surface in the house 
where the shop is located 
boasts art, posters, drawings 
and stickers with crazy and 
colorful designs. I especial-
ly appreciated the sign in the 
bathroom which read, “Keep 
your hands clean and your 
mind dirty!” 

Alexis, Kassidy, Nick, 
Gerty, Brandon, Jeremy and 
Keith are the tattoo artists 
currently working at Cincin-
nati Tattoo. There are also 
two piercers: Kirsten and An-
thony. 

The shop accepts walk-
ins, and piercings are open 
for walk-ins on the weekends. 
I’ve found, however, that it’s 
always best to call the day off  
and ask if  there are any room 
on the schedule for walk-ins. 

For tattoos that need plan-
ning or multiple sessions and 
for piercings during the week, 
you can message the shop on 
Facebook (@CincinnatiTat-
tooStudio), or directly mes-
sage one of  their artists via  
Facebook or Instagram. 

Compared to other shops, 

the rates are reasonable. For a 
small, color tattoo on my up-
per arm I paid $75 for the de-
posit, $75 when the tattoo was 
finished and I left a $20 tip. 

Tattoo prices also depend 
on the hourly rate for the art-
ist you choose. For artists that 
are more popular or have been 
tattooing longer, the rate may 
be a little higher. 

The other part of  getting a 
tattoo is the experience itself. 
The artists we encountered at 
Cincinnati Tattoo & Piercing 
were kind, patient and talent-
ed. 

Gerty was an incredible 
artist with a fantastic bedside 
manner, and the other artists 
and piercers exhibited the 
same traits. Overall, it ended 
up being a fun experience. 

Something you should 
know beforehand, however, 
is that this shop only accepts 
cash. They were kind enough 
to let me run to a nearby 
ATM after my tattoo was fin-
ished, which I found incredi-
bly trusting, but it’s better to 
be prepared before you arrive. 

And if  you’re not feeling 
Cincinnati Tattoo & Piercing 

Co., there are other shops and 
artists in the area that may 
have what you’re looking for.

Red Dragon Tattoo & 
Piercing (@reddragontattoo-
cincy), James (@gayguyjim-
my) at Black Fern Tattoo (@
blackferntattoo) or Sophorn 
Long (@cambodiancupcake) 
at The Decorated Body (@

thedecoratedbody) are all 
shops and artists that are 
worth your time. 

Ultimately, getting a tattoo 
is a personal choice, and what-
ever you get should be some-
thing you want, but in terms 
of  which artist or shop you 
should visit, I think this list is 
top-tier.

ex-

Our Idiot Brother,

-
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A&E SINGLES
BY EMILY CROFT

From Sasha Farber’s live 
proposal to Chaz Bono be-
coming the first transgender 
competitor, Dancing with the 
Stars has been no stranger to 
historic moments in its 16-
year run. 

Now,  American singer and 

BY CAROLINE PALERMO dancer JoJo Siwa adds to this 
historic feat as she becomes 
the first competitor to dance 
with a same-sex partner.

“I am so excited to be a part 
of  Dancing With the Stars, Sea-
son 30 and to be dancing with 
a girl. I think it’s so cool,” 
Siwa wrote in a tweet.

Siwa came into fame af-
ter starring in the reality TV 

show Dance Moms, which has 
also produced stars like Mad-
die Ziegler.

Siwa left after only two sea-
sons and subsequently signed 
a contract with Nickelode-
on that would allow her to 
pursue opportunities beyond 
dance — most notably music. 

Siwa’s bright sequined 
shoes and big polka-dotted 
bows made her a favorite 
among kids, especially with 
her family-friendly, bubble-
gum pop records.

“When I read the email it 
was like, ‘Would JoJo prefer 
to dance with a girl or with 
a boy?’ and I was like, ‘Wait, 
that’s an option?’ Let’s abso-
lutely do it!”

“It was like, ‘Whoa, I’m 
changing the future because I 
have such a kid demographic.’ 
It’s making it acceptable, and 
I love that and I’m so proud 
of  that,” Siwa said.

In January, Siwa made 
headlines for a viral TikTok 
of  her lip-syncing to Lady 
Gaga’s “Born This Way,” of-
ten regarded as an LGBT+ 
anthem. 

Siwa posted a photo a few 
days later of  her wearing a 
black t-shirt that read “Best. 
Gay. Cousin. Ever.” and later 
confirmed via Instagram that 
she identifies as queer.

“I like queer. Technically, I 
would say that I am pansexual 
because that’s how I have al-
ways been my whole life... Just 
like, my human is my human,” 
Siwa said.

Going into Season 30 of  
Dancing with the Stars, Siwa 

will be reconnecting with her 
competitive dance roots that 
some viewers will remember 
from Dance Moms. However, 
Siwa remains unsure if  this 
will serve as an advantage or 
disadvantage in the competi-
tion.

“I’m not gonna hide that 
I’m a dancer. I was a dancer 
my whole life. Am I very out 
of  practice? Absolutely. I per-
form all the time, but it’s dif-
ferent, you know? I don’t have 
to strengthen my legs, and 
ballroom is different. I’ve nev-
er taken ballroom,” Siwa said.

“It’s gonna help me in a 
way, but it also is a disadvan-
tage. Because I guarantee you 

the judges are one hundred 
million percent gonna judge 
me harder than they do every-
body else,” she added.

Siwa takes pride in know-
ing that, no matter where she 
does end up placing, she has 
already made history before 
the competition even begins.

“It’s going to give so much 
to people out there, people of  
the LGBTQ community, ev-
eryone, people who feel just 
a little different,” Siwa said. 
“I think it’s really special that 
I get to share with the world 
that you can love who you 
love, but now you can dance 
with who you want to dance 
with.”
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Aries: Missionary - The perfect 
position for when those Mormons 
knocking at your door are looking 

extra fine today. 

Libra: The Saxophone - The full 
effect of  this position can only 

be achieved while listening to the 
sweet, sweet musical stylings of  

Kenny G. 

Cancer: The Bridge - A legendary 
Kama Sutra position, made specifi-
cally for freaks like you who get off 

on breaking spines.

Leo: Reverse Cowgirl - This position 
is perfect for you because you are 
very, very ugly. Not on the inside, 

but very much on the outside. 

Virgo: Pretzel Dip - The stars 
chose this position specifically for 

you because you’re the only weirdo 
they know who eats the pretzels 

they serve in the Caf. 

Taurus: Threesome - You are a 
greedy old miser, and you’ll be 
the first on my plate when the 

proletariat rises up to eat the rich. 

Scorpio: Scissoring - For when a 
game of  “Rock, Paper, Scissors” 

turns a little freaky. 

Aquarius: No Position - You prefer 
to curl up by the fire with a good 

book. You also enjoy booking flights 
on Virgin Airlines. 

Capricorn: The Ape - Monkee

Sagittarius: The Cotton-Eyed Joe 
- Where did you come from?

Gemini: Doggy Style - We all know 
you’re a closeted furry. You don’t 

have to keep hiding it.

Pisces: The Father Graham - You 
don’t even want to know how 

this one works. 

          For years, one question has plagued many a soul from every facet of 
this vast Earth: who has the biggest top energy on the Xavier University 
campus of Cincinnati, Ohio? Tired of questions with no answers, I have set 

out on a mission to answer the masses. �rough extensive research, analytics and other wacky antics, I 
have devised, with a 86% con�dence rating, Xavier’s Top �ve tops… in an e�ort to bring you… XAVI-
ER’S NEXT TOP TOP!
5. Billiam �underdome
     �is kid right here has got it made: the suave “don’t care” attitude, the fast-paced lifestyle, the rugged, 
over-the-top red dreadlocks that just drip coolness. Come to think of it, we think the reason Billiam 
made it up on this list is his uncanny resemblance to Knuckles the Echidna from the Sonic video game 
series.
4. Bevin Ballerini
     If you looked up ‘twunk’ in the Merriam-Webster dictionary, there’d be nothing but a picture of 
Bevin. Usually seen wearing a pair of leggings and a slightly cropped muscle shirt sporting the phrase 
“Born �is Way,” Bevin is no stranger to the e�ect he has on his underling twinks. He is their God. 
�ey want him. He knows this and will use their desires against them to make them �ght to the death 
until only one twink remains. Only the strongest shall satisfy Bevin.
3. Juturna Hotspring
     Score one for the gals, Juturna marks our very �rst female top on the list. Our number three pick 
managed to girlboss her way to the top a�er everyone told her a girl “couldn’t be a top” and “that’s just, 
like, literally not how it works, Juturna, biology is NOT on your side here.” Not taking no for an answer, 
she dominated in her �eld and in the sheets — rumor has it Forbes is considering adding her to their 
30 Under 30 list.
2. Telesphorus Feraldo
     Hailing from the Greek island of Skopelos (which many a homosexual man will recognize as the 
�lming location of Mamma Mia!, so, like, bonus points right o� the bat), Telesphorus stands at 7’9” 
with a size 21 shoe. Well, we all know what big feet mean… a big heart to match. And with his quiet 
European charms and deeply caring demeanor, what person wouldn’t want Telesphorus to be there for 
them on a cold summer night?
     And now, a�er all this time, the moment you’ve been waiting for, unless you skipped to the bottom 
because I mean, does any of this really matter? Xavier’s next Top Top is…
1. Munther Wilhelm-FitzPatrick-Lin-Mwangi
     I mean, really, this should come as no surprise. As the school’s star athlete and team captain of the 
Xavier badminton team, there’s nothing bad ABOUT this mintoner. His four fathers are all previous 
winners of the prestigious Xavier Next Top Top award, so from birth it was a constant struggle of four 
dedicated fathers to raise the perfect himbo to dominate the Top industry. Equal parts charmingly 
polite and stupid, with a body-ody-ody-ody (that’s three whole ody’s!) to match, Wilhelm-FitzPat-
rick-Lin-Mwangi is what every bottom dreams of when they go to bed. And though he may be a thor-
oughbred, it seems he has yet to be thoroughly bred… that’s right, a virgin top looking for love! Maybe 
you could be that special bottom… ‘cause let’s be honest, from where we’re sitting you de�nitely don’t 
look like a top.

Photo courtesy of @milkape via Twitter

Photo courtesy of Cracked.com

1. �e Hailstones: �is move takes a classic degradation kink to 
a whole new level. Named a�er the most degrading and pathetic 
building on campus, students freeze their own spit and chuck it 

at their partner at mach force speeds, instead of the usual underwhelming slow burn of reg-
ular spitting. Not only does this mimic an actual hailstone, but it also builds trust and inti-
macy as you trust your partner not to batter you within inches of a concussion with a frozen 
block of their own saliva. Extra style points if performed in the mustard yellow bathroom.

2. Jesuit style: It’s kinda like a new age derivation of the classic missionary style, except the 
guy MUST hold up a chalkboard and the girl MUST write down all the ways she’s sought 
God today. If the guy is not satis�ed by her answers, everything stops immediately, clothes 
are put back on, and the guy must sit down and teach the girl the importance of �nding God 
in everyday life.

3. �e seXUPD: An elite force of XUPD o�cers who moonlight as strippers and are avail-
able for birthday parties, o�ce parties and bar mitzvahs. Hire them to make any date night 
special or just to scare your stoner friends. 

4. �e Night at the Museum: Pick any two statues around campus. Literally any of ‘em. Re-
member the pose they’re in. Now go back to your room with your partner and both of you 
pose like the statues you picked. Now make it work. I don’t care how, but just know once you 
get in your pose you can’t break out of it. Balance on top of their back like Jenga, awkwardly 
lean them up against the wall like a ladder, just make it work. Not MY fault you picked the 
scales of justice and the deer getting pet outside Smith hall.

5. �e cock-man hall challenge: Ladies, this is more of a challenge than anything. Go to 
the pit in Brockman Hall and just start knocking on doors. Keep a tally of every intoxicat-
ed �rst-year that answers the door and immediately asks to fuck. �ere will be quite a few. 
Once your list is made, start an orgy, and sneak out before it even begins, making sure none 
of the dudes notice you’re gone. 
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The Stars Determine 
Your Favorite Position


