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“(The Library) is being 

looked at to make sure that 
it is still the right priority 
— because it will be a major 
project. With a new Provost 
coming on and having a new 
president in place right now, 
the University wants to make 
sure that all the missions align 
and that’s the right place for 
the next major project,” Truc-
co said.

As for the plans to add a 
new on-campus residence 
to create more space for stu-
dents, Trucco noted the plan 
is still in a holding pattern.

“Additional student hous-
ing is still deferred… More 
information is being collect-
ed on the true housing needs 
versus the inventory that 
we have,” Trucco said. “As it 
stands right now, we believe 
that capacities are OK and will 
remain OK for a few years to 
come.”

Physical Plant outlines upcoming upgrades and construction projects
BY HUNTER ELLIS

Multimedia Managing 
Editor

Physical Plant took on a 
dozen construction projects 
over summer break, including 
significant changes to Com-
mons Apartments and Brock-
man Hall.

While the work in Brock-
man Hall was mostly complet-
ed this summer, other projects 
including the Commons, the 
disc golf  course and the ad-
dition of  an auxiliary gym at 
Cintas Center are ongoing.

According to Director 
of  Construction Tim Truc-
co, the lingering effects of  
COVID-19 and several natu-
ral disasters had an effect on 
supply chains and labor avail-
ability, which presented sub-
stantial obstacles compared to 
previous years.

Limited availability of  res-
in materials from Texas and 
window hardware from over-
seas are two examples Trucco 
cited from the Commons con-
struction that ultimately led 
to the projects’ delayed com-
pletion.  

In addition, although the 

university purchased new ap-
pliances for the apartments 
in February, supplies will not 
arrive until around Christmas 
due to pent-up demand.

“I am pleased to say that 
we at least got everything 
done enough to get everybody 
where they needed to be,” 
Trucco said. “Students moved 
into their residence halls. Fac-
ulty are in their offices, and 
that’s always our goal: to get 
the work done so that the 
business of  the university can 
continue,” he added.

Trucco noted that the plan 
for Commons Apartments 
was always a phased construc-
tion approach, with one half  
of  the building being updated 
with new paint, lighting and 
carpets.

Physical Plant plans to 
complete the rest of  the ren-
ovations on the building next 
summer.

Meanwhile, Physical Plant 
undertook the disc golf  proj-
ect after a joint initiative by 
Student Government Associ-
ation and Recreational Sports 
identified the need and raised 
the funding for the 18-hole 
course, according to Trucco. 

All that remains on that proj-
ect is the directional signage 
to complete the layout of  the 
course.

In addition to the comple-
tion of  these projects, Physi-
cal Plant is also beginning to 
look at other projects it will 
target in the future. 

Trucco noted that with 
the change of  the presiden-
tial administration, most of  
Physical Plant’s priorities 
have remained the same, but 
some projects have been put 
on hold.

“(Physical Plant’s) prior-
ities haven’t changed yet. A 
lot of  things that have been in 
motion or are still in motion… 
(but) with the new university 
administration in place, there 
is a step back being taken to 
make sure that we are all still 
aligned on the overall strate-
gic plan,” Trucco said.

One unchanged priority is 
the renovation of  McGrath, 

which used to host health and 
counseling services. The de-
sign process has been restart-
ed to convert the space for use 
by the communications de-
partment.

Trucco also expects large-
scale changes in the near fu-
ture to West Campus, with 
projects including significant 
renovations to the Armory 
and Joseph Hall, the redevel-
opment of  the hillside and the 
demolition of  Schmidt Field-
house.

The next phase of  updates 
to ALL Card readers across 
campus include most of  the 
upperclassman housing op-
tions, including Justice Hall, 
Village Apartments, Manor 
House and 1019 Dana.

However, the renovation 
of  McDonald Memorial Li-
brary, a project Vice President 
of  Facilities Robert Sheeran 
called a top priority in Janu-
ary of  2020, is currently on 

Only half of the Commons Apartments were redone over the summer. On the left, the building was 
Newswire photos by Hunter Ellis

Newswire photos by Hunter Ellis
Pictured above is a comparison of an updated hallway (left) and 
an unrenovated hallway (right) inside the Commons Apartments. 
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XU presents Cincy mayoral debate
Cintas Center hosted the �rst Cincinnati mayoral debate on Tuesday night 

September 20, 2021
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap
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Canvas adds Student Success and Equity course

Newswire photo by Emily Croft

BY ETHAN NICHOLS 

Cincinnati mayoral hopefuls David Mann and Aftab Pureval took to the podium on Xavier’s campus in the
Cintas Center on Tuesday night. The campaigns will culminate on election day, November 2.
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Canvas has been updated with the Student Success Equity course.  
It aims to provide resources for underrepresented students.

Newswire photo by Robbie Dzierzanowski

-

-
-

-

-
-

BY MARTY DUBECKY 

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Campus News@xaviernewswire September 23, 2021 3



Rick and 
Morty

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Photo courtesy of PsyCat Games
A Rick and Morty rapper claims that her raps have helped her mourn.

Rueful Rick rapping, Sunday sabbitarianism

Oktoberfest Zinzinnati featured fun events such as “The World’s Largest Chicken Dance” and the “Running of 
the Wieners” (a race among dachshunds). The event featured live traditional German music, food and beer.

AUKUS deal causes dispute
BY SEBASTIAN AGUILAR
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The Lighter Side
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Photos courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Oktoberfest: A Zinzinnati delight
Oktoberfest Zinzinnati replaces Munich’s Oktoberfest as largest in the world

BY TESS DANKOSKI



Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

Milley has been criticized and praised by politicians for his call with Li. Republicans argue that the call set a 
dangerous precedent for the future, while Democrats argued that the call was necessary to prevent possible war. 

Johnson and Raab, who are personally close, are said to have fallen out 
over Raab’s demotion. Johnson still gave Raab the position of deputy PM.

U.S. & World News@xaviernewswire September 23, 2021 5

Milley calls Li over Trump concerns
U.S. General Mark Milley 

contacted Chinese military 
leader General Li Zuocheng 
twice in the final months of  
the Trump administration to 
mitigate tensions and reduce 
the risk of  a possible war, ac-
cording to reports in the book 
Peril by Washington Post edi-
tor Bob Woodward, and jour-
nalist Robert Costa.

The report states that Mil-
ley, chairman of  the Joint 
Chiefs of  Staff, called Li of  
the People’s Liberation Army 
first on Oct. 30, 2020 and 
again on Jan. 8, 2021.

The first call was alleged 
to have taken place four days 
before the 2020 election, 
prompted by Milley’s review 
of  an intelligence briefing, 
suggesting that the Chinese 
government thought the U.S. 
might attack China.

“General Li, I want to as-
sure you that the American 
government is stable and ev-
erything is going to be OK,” 
Milley reportedly told Li.“We 
are not going to attack or con-
duct any kinetic operations 
against you.”

In addition to assuring 
Li that the U.S. would not 
conduct military operations 
against China, Milley stressed 
that he would communicate 
any plans of  attack ahead of  
time.

“If  we’re going to attack, 
I’m going to call you ahead 
of  time. It’s not going to be a 
surprise,” he said.

The second call allegedly 
took place on Jan. 8, two days 
after the Capitol Hill riots in 
response to Trump’s elec-
tion loss. In this call, Milley 
attempted to sooth Li’s con-
cerns that Trump might at-
tack China.

“We are 100% steady. Ev-
erything’s fine. But democra-
cy can be sloppy sometimes,” 
he allegedly stated in the call.

Li reportedly remained 
concerned that the U.S. might 
be planning to engage in mil-
itary action against China, 
leading Milley to contact the 
admiral overseeing the U.S. 
Indo-Pacific command and 
recommend that the U.S. post-
pone training in the Asia and 
Pacific region.

 Milley also arranged a 
meeting with senior military 
officers to discuss the pro-
cedure for launching nucle-
ar weapons. He attempted to 
persuade military officers to 
swear an oath to involve Mil-
ley if  Trump tried to launch 
nuclear weapons.

Milley’s spokesman, Col. 
Dave Butler, stated that Mil-
ley’s calls were necessary to 
fulfill his responsibilities as 
the most senior uniformed ad-
visor to the president and to 
the secretary of  defense.

“His calls with the Chi-
nese and others in October 
and January were in keeping 
with these duties ... in order to 
maintain strategic stability,” 
he said.

“All calls from the chairman 
to his counterparts, including 

those reported, are staffed, 
coordinated and communicat-
ed with the Department of  
Defense and the interagency,” 
he said.

Former president Trump 
responded to the report, call-
ing Milley’s actions “treason-
ous” and denying any inten-
tion of  attacking China.

“Milley never told me 
about calls being made to 
China. From what I under-
stand, he didn’t tell too many 
other people either,” he said.

“He put our country in a 
very dangerous position, but 
President Xi knows better 

Johnson’s Cabinet reshu�e: Who’s in and who’s out
U.K. Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson reshuffled his Cabi-
net, most notably demoting 
Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab in favor of  Interna-
tional Trade Secretary Liz 
Truss. Johnson also promot-
ed controversial celebrity and 
politician Nadine Dorries to 
culture secretary and sacked 
Gavin Williamson, the embat-
tled education secretary.

Raab was demoted from 
foreign secretary to justice 
secretary over his handling 
of  the Afghanistan crisis. 
Johnson was reportedly un-
happy with Raab’s choice to 
continue his vacation in Crete 
instead of  returning to the 
U.K. to help strategize with 
the Foreign Office as the sit-
uation in Kabul deteriorated.

“With hindsight, of  course, 
I would have wanted to be 
back earlier,” Raab said about 
his vacation. 

As consolation for his de-
motion from the Foreign Of-
fice, Raab will be made dep-
uty prime minister, a largely 
ceremonial role that has been 
unfilled since Liberal Demo-
crat Tim Clegg’s stint in the 
role in 2010. Clegg served in 
a coalition government with 
Conservative Prime Minister 
David Cameron.

Truss received the highest 
promotion from the reshuffle. 
She is the second-ever female 
foreign secretary in U.K. his-
tory and the first female for-
eign secretary from the Con-
servative Party. 

“I’m delighted to be ap-
pointed foreign secretary to 
promote a positive outward 
vision of  global Britain, 
which is going to deliver for 
people right across the U.K.,” 
Truss said.

The foreign secretary man-
ages U.K. foreign policy, na-
tional security and foreign aid. 
The position of  foreign secre-
tary — along with the Chan-
cellor of  the Exchequer, who 
oversees U.K. fiscal policy, and 
the home secretary, who man-
ages immigration and law and 
order — is considered to be 
one of  the Great Offices of  
State in the U.K.

The Great Offices of  State 
are the most powerful posi-
tions in the Cabinet. Tradi-
tionally, one of  these minis-
ters will become acting prime 
minister if  the current prime 
minister dies or becomes inca-
pacitated.

As international trade 
secretary, Truss secured 
post-Brexit trade deals for the 
U.K. with Australia and Japan. 
Among Conservative Party 
members, she has the highest 

BY SOPHIE BOULTER
World News Editor

approval rating of  any mem-
ber of  the Cabinet.

Ann-Marie Trevelyan, for-
merly the Secretary for Inter-
national Development, suc-
ceeds Truss as international 
trade secretary. 

Johnson promoted Dorries 
to culture secretary in the re-
shuffle. Dorries is best known 
for appearing on I’m a Celeb-
rity... Get Me Out Of  Here, a 
show on British television 
channel ITV. 

Dorries is a controversial 
figure in the conservative 
Tory Party and beyond. In 
2012, she criticized Cameron 
and his chancellor George Os-
borne for being out of  touch. 

“Cameron and Osborne 
(are) two posh boys who don’t 
know the price of  milk,” she 
said.

Dorries and Truss are per-
sonally close with Johnson, 
benefitting from a reshuffle 
which rewarded Johnson loy-
alists and effective ministers 
while punishing ineffectual 
ministers, such as Williamson.

Williamson, the gaffe-
prone education secretary, 
was sacked in the reshuffle. 

In 2018, Williamson gave 
a question-and-answer ses-
sion after a speech in Bristol. 
When pressed on U.K. poli-
cy towards Russia after the 
Salisbury nerve agent attack, 

and would’ve called me. Mil-
ley is a complete nutjob!”

Milley has been defended 
and criticized on largely par-
tisan grounds.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 
argued that Milley inappro-
priately revealed classified 
national security details in his 
calls to Li, putting the U.S. at 
risk and setting a worrying 
precedent.

“Milley has attempted to 
rationalize his reckless be-
havior by arguing that what 
he perceived as the military’s 
judgment (was) more stable 
than its civilian commander. It 

is a dangerous precedent that 
could be asserted at any point 
in the future,” he said.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 
defended Milley, arguing that 
there were fears among poli-
ticians that Trump’s increas-
ingly erratic behavior would 
lead to increased tensions and 
war.

“I was not the only sena-
tor who more than once told 
Gen. Mark Milley we were 
counting on him to be the last 
grown-up in the room if  Pres-
ident Trump went entirely off  
the rails. It was a genuine con-
cern,” he said. 

Williamson criticized Russian 
actions by stating, “Frankly, 
Russia should go away and 
should shut up.”

Two years later, Wil-
liamson attempted to create 
an alternative grading sys-
tem for students during the 
COVID-19 crisis. The system 
he created was largely judged 
to be rife with errors, and he 
scrapped it 48 hours after stu-

dent results came in.
Xavier Professor of  Po-

litical Science Dr. Timothy 
White argued that Johnson 
reshuffled his cabinet in an 
attempt to shore up support 
ahead of  the next U.K. elec-
tion.

“Johnson seems interested 
in gaining as much support as 
policy, so he can call an early 
election and win,” White said. 

Oktoberfest: A Zinzinnati delight
BY IVY LEWIS
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Xavier is letting White su-
premacists win.

On Sept. 5, a White su-
premacist hate group vandal-
ized Xavier. This is the fourth 
time in the past year that 
campus has been attacked by 
said group. On Sept. 9, Xavi-
er’s Vice President for Risk 
Management Jeff  Coleman 
and Chief  Student Affairs Of-
ficer Dave Johnson released a 
statement via email through  
the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA).

In their statement, Cole-
man and Johnson made four 
d e c l a -
rations: 
the re-
s p o n -
s i b l e 
organi-
zation has continuously tar-
geted Xavier because of  the 
university’s public response 
to each attack, it is impossible 
to prevent these attacks with-
out adopting a closed campus, 
the responsible group poses 
no physical safety threat and 
Xavier students should focus 
on reporting attacks. I take is-
sue with each declaration.  

Before I continue, a 
quick note on terminology: 
Throughout this article I refer 
to these incidents as attacks, 
rather than acts of  vandal-
ism. I have made this choice 
because each act of  vandalism 
was committed with racial 
and nationalistic bias and the 
intent of  attacking minority 
student’s sense of  safety and 
security. 

I vehemently reject the 
assertion that the responsi-
ble group poses no threat to 
student’s physical safety. Ac-
cording to the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center (SPLC), an 
organization that monitors 
hate groups across the United 
States, the responsible group 
was formed after splitting 
off  from a Neo-Nazi group 
following the deadly Charlot-
tesville, Va. rally in 2017. The 
responsible group’s founder 
led members of  the Neo-Na-
zi group during the rally, 
including the man who was 

responsible for the domes-
tic terror attack that killed 
one and injured 35 counter 
protestors at the rally. SPLC 
reports that the responsible 
group split from the original 
Neo-Nazi group because of  
differing opinions on brand-
ing, not because of  any differ-
ence in ideology. 

It is not that the group that 
has attacked Xavier is not capa-
ble of  violence, but rather that 
they are committed to depict-
ing themselves as nonviolent. 
Thus, declaring that “there is 
no evidence these people pose 

a n y 
t h r e a t 
to the 
p h y s i -
cal safe-
ty of  

our community members,” is 
at best playing straight into 
their image cultivation and at 
worst, gambling with minori-
ty students’ lives.

But even if  the group tru-
ly is not violent, it does not 
change the fact that students 
are scared. They are terrified. 
And instead of  abetting that 
terror, the university only 
added to it. Students are now 
not just afraid of  encounter-
ing White supremacist propa-
ganda on 
their way 
to class, 
they are 
a f r a i d 
to speak 
about their fear. 

When interviewed for a 
Newswire article on the letter, 
students refused to be quot-
ed unless promised anonym-
ity out of  fear of  university 
reprisal. The intent of  the 
sent letter doesn’t matter; it 
is disgusting that students are 
afraid of  being punished for 
discussing these attacks. 

Even without fear of  repri-
sal, I am still skeptical of  the 
emphasis placed on student 
reporting of  these attacks. 

The issue has never been 
an unwillingness to report 
these incidents, but rather an 
unwillingness by XUPD to 
respond. After the first hate 

crime occurred, members of  
Newswire were one of  the first 
to file Bias Action Response 
Team claims and contact 
XUPD. XUPD initially told 
the student that the vandalism 
was not their responsibility 
and that they should instead 
call Physical Plant. 

T h e 
Black Stu-
dents As-
s o c i a t i o n 
(BSA) spoke 
of  a similar 
experience 
following the second attack. 
In an April 15 opinion piece 
for Newswire, BSA wrote: 

“A Black student felt that 
their life and others’ lives 
might be at risk. To be respon-
sible, they contacted XUPD 
and were met with inaction. 
Only after several students 
filed complaints to the Bias 
Action Response Team were 
the bigoted stickers removed, 
and XUPD patrolled the cam-
pus.” 

Given the pattern of  police 
inaction, are students really 
supposed to believe that mak-
ing reports with the Guardian 
Application will be enough to 
protect them?

In their letter, Coleman and 
Johnson 
say that 
X U P D 
w o r k e d 
on “en-
hanc ing 

the security coverage of  cam-

pus spaces” over the summer. 
If  that is true, then where 
were these new safety mea-
sures on Sept. 5? Do they even 
exist yet? 

In an Aug. 29 interview 
with Newswire, XUPD Chief  
Robert Warfel explained that 
the university was reviewing 

s e v -
e r a l 
b i d s 
f r o m 
secu-
r i t y 
c o m -

panies to increase Xavier’s 
security camera coverage and 
noted that in a “best case sce-
nario,” the security camera ini-
tiative could be underway by 
the end of  September. Were 
these cameras — that are still 
being bidded on —  the “en-
hanced security coverage” in 
J o h n -
son and 
C o l e -
m a n ’ s 
l e t t e r ? 
If  so, it 
is mis-
leading to speak about them 
as if  they have already been 
implemented. And if  not, then 
where is the security footage 
of  the Sept. 5 attack?

Additionally, I view the 
notion that we must pick be-
tween preventing these hate 
crimes and maintaining an 
open campus as a false choice. 
You can still work to protect 
students and the communi-
ty from White supremacists 
without erecting Fordham 
University-style walls and 
gates around Xavier. 

In their letter, Coleman and 
Johnson cite Bellarmine Par-
ish as one of  the benefits of  
maintaining an open campus. 
While true, this statement 
conveniently ignores the re-
ality that Bellarmine chapel 
itself  was the site of  many of  
the attacks that have occurred 
on Xavier’s campus. If  noth-
ing short of  becoming a closed 
campus can prevent these at-
tacks, then are Bellarmine’s 
parishioners expected to wor-
ship under racist propaganda 

every few months?
Finally, I admit that the 

public conversations regard-
ing the first three attacks like-
ly achieved the desired out-
come of  the group. However, 
there is no reason to believe 
these attacks will simply stop 
if  we cease our public con-
versations about them. The 
SPLC’s file on the responsible 
organization notes: 

“Members… must regular-
ly engage in (radical acts) — 
such as posting flyers in their 
local communities — or risk 
expulsion. Members’ typical-
ly-mundane local activism is 
then distributed across (the 
group’s) social media accounts 
alongside ostentatious quotes 
from (the group’s) manifesto.” 

The frequency of  the at-
tacks at Xavier and in the 
surrounding area signify that 

at least 
o n e 
member 
of  the 
respon-
s i b l e 
g r o u p 

lives either in close proxim-
ity to Xavier or is a  Xavier 
student themselves. With the 
above policy, it is safe to as-
sume these attacks will con-
tinue with some regularity 
until the responsible parties 
are apprehended. 

If  our media coverage of  
the attacks has shown that 
Xavier is a good target, the 
failure of  the university to 
prevent further attacks has 
shown that White suprema-
cist groups can attack Xavier 
with impunity.  

      
 

Xavier lets White supremacists win

The site of the latest attack.
Newswire photo by Charlie 
Gstalder.

Charlie Gstalder is 
the Opinions & Ed-
itorials Editor for 
Newswire. He is an En-
glish and philosophy 
double major from 
Westchester, N.Y.

 If  nothing short of  becoming 
a closed campus can prevent 
these attacks, then are Bel-
larmine’s parishioners expect-
ed to worship under racist pro-
paganda every few months?

It is not that the group that has 
attacked Xavier is not capa-
ble of  violence, but rather that 
they are committed to depicting 
themselves as nonviolent.

The issue has never been an 
unwillingness to report these 
incidents, but rather an un-
willingness by XUPD to re-
spond. 

Given the pattern of  police inac-
tion, are students really supposed 
to believe that making reports 
with the Guardian Application 
will be enough to protect them?



Opinions & Editorials@xaviernewswire September 23, 2021 7

Remembering Norm Macdonald
“The only thing an old man 

can tell a young man is that 
it goes fast, real fast, and if  
you’re not careful it’s too late. 
Of  course, the young man will 
never understand this truth.”

This quote comes from the 
final chapter of  Based on a 
True Story, the memoir of  leg-
endary comedian MacDonald 
MacDonald. It has become 
especially poignant as Mac-
Donald lost his 10-year battle 
with cancer on, Sept. 14. Mac-
Donald would tell you not to 
get broken up about this. He 
famously said that, when you 
die from cancer, the cancer 
dies too: “That’s not a loss. 
That’s a draw.”

If  you’re not familiar with 
his work, that’s a great exam-
ple of  his sense of  humor. He 
gets dark, and his jokes cross 
the line like it’s nobody’s busi-
ness. He was fired from SNL 
because he made repeated 
jokes  about O.J. Simpson be-
ing a murderer. And yet, with-
in a year, he was invited back 
to host — because he’s just 
that damn good. 

He was so damn good be-
cause his jokes aren’t offensive 
just for the sake of  shocking 
people. They’re genuinely full 
of  wit, and his unique deliv-
ery solidified him as a one-
of-a-kind performer. He told 
jokes in a way where he tried 
to convince you he wasn’t 
very good at telling jokes.

Take, for example, his leg-
endary moth joke. MacDonald 
was on Conan, and after his 
first interview, was surprised 
to learn he was going to be 
on for five more minutes. He 
had no material left; the only 
joke he could think of  was: 
“A moth goes to a podiatrist 
and tells him he’s depressed. 
The podiatrist asks, ‘Then 
why come to me? Why not a 
psychologist?’ The moth re-
sponds: ‘Because the light was 
on.’” A good joke, but certain-
ly not five minutes worth.

MacDonald proceeded to 
spend five minutes building up 
the horribly depressed life of  
this moth. Conan was baffled 
as MacDonald described in 
intricate detail why this moth 

is depressed. At this point, the 
audience probably thought he 
was crazy. But after complete-
ly throwing the audience for 
a loop and drawing them into 
this insane narrative, he end-
ed with the stupidest, simplest 
punchline: “‘Why’d you come 
in here?’ ‘Because the light 
was on.’”

Since he needed to eat up 
time, MacDonald told one of  
the most legendary jokes ever 
told on a talk show. It was a 
huge risk, and it paid off. But 
MacDonald was used to huge 
risks: he was, after all, addict-
ed to  gambling.

Obviously, addiction is a 
serious condition. But I love 
how, in classic MacDonald 
style, he found a way to put a 
positive spin on it. In his book 
he writes, “If  you’re at the 
table and you’re rolling them 
bones, there’s no money in 
playing it safe.”

“You have to take all your 
chips and put them on dou-
ble six and watch as every eye 
goes to you and then to those 
red dice doing their wild dance 

and freezing time before find-
ing the cruel green felt.”

I think this passage is 
beautifully written, especially 
the final image of  the “cruel 
green felt.” It turns the roll 
of  the dice into a metaphor for 
life. Your roll will ultimately 
be decided by the uncaring ta-
ble, but you make the choice to 
roll the dice. 

MacDonald chose to risk it 
all  and became a comedian — 
an offensive, easily-cancelable 
comedian at that. Ultimately, 
it paid off  for him: he said that 
when people met him, they’d 
dance like they’d won a prize, 
and he’d “just stand there and 
smile and feel warmth from 
their love. So the fame made 
the world, which is a real cold 
place, a little less cold.”

MacDonald’s comedy often 
called out the dark aspects of  
life. For Pete’s sake, his most 
famous bit is about how O.J. 
Simpson got off  scot-free with 
murder. And yet, he demon-
strated that it’s possible to 
find happiness in the cruelty 
of  the world. He provided so 

much joy to so many people, 
and it was because he put it all 
on the line. Life can be cruel, 
but that’s not going to change 
if  you just accept things the 
way they are. You need to risk 
everything or gain nothing.

I highly encourage every-
one reading this to spend 
some time with MacDonald. 
There are an infinite number 
of  clips of  him on YouTube. 
His roast of  Bob Saget is un-
forgettable. He also appears in 
the show Mike Tyson Mysteries 
as an alcoholic pigeon. It’s as 
hilarious as it sounds. 

Thanks for reading this 
sappy piece. I’m sure he would 
have hated it.

Over the past three years, 
professional sports leagues 
such as the NFL and MLB 
have been making ridiculous 
rule changes in an attempt 
to “help” the sports. Rath-
er than saving their sports, 
these rule changes are either 
ineffective or destructive. 

I have been watching foot-
ball since my toddler days 
and picked up a bat for the 
first time at two years old. 
Following both games close-
ly through years of  fanta-
sy football — addictively 
watching analysts break 
down the inside moves of  
games — and playing base-
ball since I was six, I can say 
without question that both 
games have changed drasti-
cally. 

On the football side, we 
are seeing more Michael 
Vick-type quarterbacks and 
bigger passing plays ever 
since Patrick Mahomes 
started in 2019. In baseball, 
we are seeing more moon-
shot home runs and whop-
ping strikeout numbers.

The NFL recently imple-
mented new rules to protect 
the players. However, these 

rules have made an impact in 
the wrong way. 

The league noticed that  
superstar quarterbacks miss-
ing out on their seasons due 
to injuries was causing them 
to lose views and money. Be-
caue of  this, they improved 
the “roughing the passer” 
penalty to better protect the 
quarterback. 

The rule did not receive 
criticism until fans’ teams 
started losing games because 
15-yard penalties were given 
to the offense after a defen-
sive sack. The question then 
became how to tackle a quar-
terback.

With the quarterback 
position developing, we see 
more dual-threat quarter-
backs, meaning they can 
throw and run the ball suc-
cessfully. It’s reached a point 
where the only players who 
can’t run the ball are the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ 18-year 
veteran Ben Roethlisberger, 
and the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers 22-year veteran Tom 
Brady. 

It’s hard enough to tackle 
these superstar athletes run-
ning around the backfield 

like dogs off-leash, but to 
add a specific way to tackle 
quarterbacks makes it un-
necessarily difficult to stop 
an offense. I credit the NFL 
for attempting to make the 
league safer, but the rule 
needs to be modified.

Brady recently spoke out 
about how the game of  foot-
ball has changed over the 
years, saying, “If  you’re a 
quarterback, you’ve got to 
protect yourself  and your 
players. It shouldn’t be the 
responsibility of  your oppo-
nent to protect you.” 

The game has become 
soft, due to fans criticizing 
the game as “too rough” or 
“dangerous.” These are true 
statements, but football will 
be a dangerous sport unless 
they start playing flag foot-
ball. If  there is nothing you 
can do to stop the physicality 
of  the sport, it’s not worth 
making the sport worse to 
moderately protect players.

The MLB’s rule changes 
have been effective overall 
despite statistics presenting 
a different idea.  A time clock 
was added to give the pitch-
er 15 seconds from the time 

they receive the ball back 
from the catcher to throw 
their next pitch. The idea is 
to keep the game moving at a 
quicker pace in an attempt to 
keep fans engaged.

Statistics show that base-
ball games have improved to 
finishing 30 minutes quick-
er. Prior to having the time 
clock, baseball games aver-
aged around three hours and 
30 minutes. After the time 
clock rule was implement-
ed, a baseball game hovered 
around three hours. Thir-
ty minutes may seem like a 
lot, but a three-and-a-half  
hour game crunched down 
to three hours is a minor 
change to a sport like base-
ball.

Similar to football, it 
doesn’t matter what you do 
to the sport of  baseball. The 
game is slow and always has 
been. Make changes to the 
game to improve the game 
— not to change the game.

Once a sport has its iden-
tity, all you can do is make 
modifications. Football is a 
physical sport and will cause 
injuries for all positions. If  
it seems necessary to make 

changes to football, change 
the overtime rules rath-
er than forcing players to 
change how they play  the 
game. 

Baseball is a slow game 
that is only watchable and 
playable when you under-
stand the game. Rule chang-
es like timing between pitch-
es won’t make the game less 
boring, but changing how 
extra innings are played 
might cause more scoring 
and situational baseball, 
which could improve views. 

The NFL  needs to ac-
cept that football will never 
be safe to play, and the MLB 
needs to accept the tempo of  
the game of  baseball.

Spencer Tracy is 

Newswire

Aidan Callhan is a 

Newswire 

Stop changing sports rules 
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The Musketeers came 
back from their Thursday 
night loss to a swift and dom-

inant victory over the Miami 
RedHawks on Friday.

Xavier was strong from 

the beginning, showing off  
an aggressive offense that 
challenged a lackluster Mi-

Xavier volleyball moved to 5-5 on the year after going 1-1 last week. The Musketeers dropped a four-set 
match to their crosstown rivals in the University of Cincinnati before they beat the RedHawks Friday night. 

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Volleyball goes 1-1 against rivals
ami defense. The set point 
was arguably the most excit-
ing and contentious point of  
the game, with both teams 
fiercely competing until Ho-
gan delivered a decisive kill, 
winning the set 25-19.

The second set shut down 
the RedHawks from the start 
as the Musketeers swiftly 
raced to a 25-11 win in the 
quickest set of  the three. 

Miami pushed back in the 
third set, taking an early lead, 
but Xavier was ultimately 
able to come back and win 
their third consecutive set 25-
19 to take the match.

Several Musketeers had 
impressive nights, including 
freshman Emma Grace, who 
wasted no time flashing her 
skills in the first game of  her 
college career with 10 kills, 
nine digs and three aces. 

O’Reilly also showed she 
can do it all with 33 assists, 
six blocks and seven kills 
without any errors. Hogan 
also had another outstand-
ing night with nine kills plus 
a career and team-high eight 
blocks.

Friday’s win helped Xavier 
volleyball break even as they 
moved up to 5-5 for the year.

The Musketeers will be 
back in the Cintas Center this 
Friday to host the Providence 
Friars at 6 p.m in their Big 
East opener. 

The return of Chris Sale has proven to be a boost to the Boston Red Sox, who currently lead the American 
League Wild Card race. The Sox have been a major surprise this year, along with the San Francisco Giants. 

The marathon that is the 
MLB season is entering the 
home stretch. Just like every 
other season in MLB history, 
there have been teams that 
have overachieved and under-
achieved based off  of  presea-
son expectations. 

Here are my two biggest 
surprises and disappoint-
ments thus far in the 2021 
MLB season. 

Surprises: 

The San Francisco Gi-
ants — The Giants had not 
finished with a record above 
.500, let alone make the play-
offs, since 2016. only not 
made the playoffs since 2016. 
Combine that with them hav-
ing to play in the same divi-
sion as two playoff  teams 
from last year (the Dodgers 
and the Padres), and expec-
tations were bound to be low. 

But the Giants now have 
a realistic possibility of  win-
ning the NL West and win-
ning over 100 games. A large 
part of  that can be attribut-
ed to bounceback years from 
Evan Longoria and Brandon 
Crawford, as well as the re-
emergence of  perennial all-
star catcher Buster Posey, 
who opted out of  the 2020 

season due to COVID-19. 
The Giants, to me, are most 
certainly contenders heading 
into the postseason. 

The Boston Red Sox — 
The Sox missed the playoffs 
the last two seasons and had 
a shaky outlook at best as 
far as starting pitching goes, 
so expectations were under-

standably low going into this 
season. But Nathan Eoval-
di and now Chris Sale have 
contributed to the top end of  
the rotation pitching to help 
support a very good lineup all 

around. 
The Red Sox still have 

work to do to clinch a play-
off  spot, but no matter what 

Xavier women’s volleyball 
lost to crosstown rival Cin-
cinnati on Thursday night 
but came back with a decisive 
win against Miami of  Ohio at 
the Cintas Center on Friday 
night. 

The Musketeers started 
last week’s games with a 3-1 
loss at Fifth Third Arena. 
The first two sets were high-
ly contested with 13 ties and 
five lead changes. Each team 
took home one of  the two, 
with UC taking the first (25-
27) and Xavier eking out the 
second (28-26).

The Bearcats responded 
by winning the next two sets 
(16-25, 18-25) for the team’s 
fourth win of  the year.

Sophomore middle blocker 
Delaney Hogan brought one 
highlight to the night by de-
livering a career-high 18 kills, 
leading the team. Senior mid-
dle blocker Ellie Chafee had 
the second most kills of  the 
night with eight while lead-
ing the team in blocks with 
four.

Four Musketeers had digs 
in the double digits, with 
sophomore libero Stevie 
Wolf  leading the team with 
12 digs while teammates Car-
rigan O’Reilly, Alyssa Over-
beck and MaryAnn O’Toole 
contributed 10 digs each.

Xavier lost a road match to Cincinnati before returning home to beat  the RedHawks

happens, they have surpassed 
expectations.

 Disappointments:

San Diego Padres — A 
Cinderella team last year, they 
were referred to as “Slam Di-
ego” after all the grand slams 
they hit. No matter how you 

BY LUKE SERVELLO slice it, they were one of  the 
more exciting teams last year. 
That magic has faded in a big 
way this year, and it looks 
like they will be watching the 
playoffs from their sofas. 

To me, injuries to their 
starting rotation is the big-
gest reason for that. Los-
ing Chris Paddock, Blake 
Snell, Yu Darvish and Mike 
Clevinger has been a brutal 
blow that the Padres just have 
not been able to overcome.

The Atlanta Braves — 
The Braves are still in good 
shape to win the NL East, so 
this is a little outside the box. 
But they aren’t going to win 
the division in a very convinc-
ing or dominating fashion, 
considering their talent level.

 I understand that losing 
Ronald Acuña Jr. was a huge 
blow. The loss and distraction 
of  losing Marcell Ozuna to 
a domestic violence case also 
can’t be easy. 

But I still think with 
reigning NL MVP Freddie 
Freeman and a solid start-
ing pitching rotation that in-
cludes Charlie Morton, Max 
Fried and Ian Anderson, the 
Braves should be running 
away with the lowly NL East 
more than they have. I would 
not expect a very deep play-
off  run from this Braves team 
as they just don’t really look 
like true contenders.

Analysis: 2021 MLB surprises and disappointments

BY KATIE SANCHEZ

The Red Sox and Giants impress while Padres and Braves fail to meet expectations

Photo courtesy of Flickr
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 USWNT wins 8-0 in friendly in Cincy
The USA Women’s Nation-

al Soccer Team (USWNT) 
played an international 
friendly at TQL Stadium in 
Cincinnati on Tuesday night, 
beating Paraguay 8-0 in a 
blowout.

The star for the U.S. was 
Cincinnati native Rose Lavelle, 
who kicked off  the scoring in 
the fourth minute, heading in 
a cross from Casey Krueger. 
Lavelle also contributed three 
assists, one of  which came in 
the sixth minute when Lavelle 
connected with Sophia Smith 
on a through-ball near the top 
of  the box and Smith scored 
her first international goal 
in her first career interna-
tional start. The 21-year-old 
is the youngest member of  
USWNT. 

Alex Morgan also had a 
huge night for USWNT, scor-
ing a hat trick. Her first goal 
came in the eighth minute 
on a header off  a cross from 
Lavelle before scoring again 
in the 14th minute. In the 
15th minute, Lavelle tallied 
her third assist of  the game 
when she found Catarina 
Macario near the top of  the 
penalty box for Macario’s first 
goal of  the year.

USWNT would take that 
5-0 lead into the half, and de-
spite Head Coach Vlatko An-

donovski using all of  his al-
lowed subs in the second half, 
his team still found the back 
of  the net three times. 

In the 53rd minute, they 
scored another goal, this one 
from Morgan on a feed from 
Smith. The goal completed 
Morgan’s fifth career hat trick 
and was also her 114th inter-
national goal. Playing in her 
third-to-last match as a mem-
ber of  USWNT, Carli Lloyd 

continued her hot streak, net-
ting her eighth goal in her 
last three games in the 78th 
minute. In the 82nd minute, 
Macario scored with a volley 
for her second goal of  the 
game to cap off  an impressive 
8-0 win for USWNT in front 
of  22,515 fans.

The win extended 
USWNT’s unbeaten home 
streak to 60 matches and 
home winning streak to 22 

Xavier men’s tennis took 
part in their first fall tour-
nament of  the season at the 
River Forest Collegiate Invite 

over the weekend. The team 
impressed early, scoring sev-
eral victories. 

Freshman Marco Pennelli 
led the way winning his sin-

The U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team picked up an 8-0 win in a friendly held at Cincinnati’s TQL Stadium on Tuesday night. The team was led 
Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

matches, one short of  the lon-
gest streak in USWNT his-
tory. They’ll look to tie that 
streak on Oct. 21 when they 
play their penultimate fall 
friendly match against Korea 
Republic at Children’s Mercy 
Park in Kansas City. 

They can beat it in their 
final fall friendly, a rematch 
with Korea Republic on Oct. 
26 at Allianz Field in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

gles flight, but he was not 
alone. 

Three Musketeers ended 
up competing in the champi-
onship round of  their flight. 

BY JOE LAURICH

Xavier men’s tennis was impressive in their opening season tune-up, winning over 20 matches during the 
two-day event. Two freshman, Marco Pennelli and Charlie Temming were impressive for the Musketeers. 

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Sports
Banter

Yikes, UConn
UConn, Xavier’s Big East 
basketball contemporary, 
is really bad at football. 

Embarassingly bad. After 
the team parted ways with 

head coach Randy Ed-
sall, a columnist for their 
student newspaper, the 

Daily Campus, suggested 
UConn hire Presbyterian 

football Head Coach Kevin 
Kelley, whose teams’ never 
punt, always go for it on 
fourth down and always 
go for onside kicks. After 

that suggestion was made, 
Presbyterian lost 72-0 to 

Campbell. Is UConn worse 
at football or making pre-
dictions about football? I 
guess we’ll never know.

Keeping up with the 
76ers

Kendall Jenner’s ex-boy-
friend Ben Simmons has 
decided to no longer play 
for the Philadelphia 76ers 
amid a trade demand. The 
Sixers front office has so 
far seemingly overesti-

mated how much the team 
could get in a trade for 
the former first overall 
pick. Meanwhile, Jenner 

swapped out Simmons for 
Devin Booker, who just led 

the Phoenix Suns to the 
NBA Finals. If  the Sixers 

were smart, they’d hire 
Jenner as a member of  

their front office since she 
clearly knows how to turn 
Simmons into a winning 

asset. 

War of  2021
The Ryder Cup kicks off  

this weekend, but given the 
turmoil surrounding the 
U.S. team, the Europeans 
should be favorites to take 

home thc cup this year. 
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BY MORGAN MILES

Xavier’s Theatre Program 
performed Green Day’s Amer-
ican Idiot last Friday through 
Sunday, and I loved it.  

When I sat down, even af-
ter taking in the stage’s setup, 
I didn’t know what to expect. 
But I came out of  the theater 
pleasantly surprised.

The musical focuses on 
three angsty young adults 
who desire to escape their 
hometown and feel pushed to 
independence-driven Western 
values. 

The all-too-familiar story 
of  trying to grow up too fast 
ensues. Will turns to alcohol-
ism as an unplanned pregnan-
cy traps him and his girlfriend 
in his hometown. Tunny be-
comes enamored with mili-
tary glory and enlists, only to 
be injured by gunfire short-
ly after. Johnny, the last of  
the trio, is left to pursue the 
group’s dream of  indepen-
dence. And he fails. Miserably. 

Tempted by drugs, John-
ny fails to accomplish what 
he moved away from home 
to achieve. Compared to the 
laid-back introduction —  for 

which, of  course, the cast 
sang “American Idiot” for — 
the shift from “let’s escape” 
to “let’s settle” is unsettling. 
Because in real life it can, and 
does, happen that quickly. 
Will, Tunny and Johnny seem 
inseparable at the start, yet 
a few songs into the musical 
shows Johnny already turning 
to addiction. 

The cast impressed me with 
their ability to use body lan-
guage, facial expression and 
tone of  voice to draw the au-
dience in and derive shock fac-
tor when the musical’s story 
takes a dive into harsh reality. 
I wouldn’t care as much about 
this rag-tag gang of, well, 
American idiots if  they hadn’t 
been rocking out together in 

the beginning without a care 
in the world. Or if  they hadn’t 
been chilling on the couch as 
if  they were really childhood 
buddies.

I’m sure practice after prac-
tice brought the cast together, 
because the charisma is un-
doubtedly there. 

The band is also essential to 
creating a deeper connection 

between the cast and the audi-
ence. If  I closed my eyes and 
listened, I wouldn’t be able to 
tell the difference between the 
live musicians and a record-
ed instrumental Green Day 
track. I think it’s important to 
have a good medium between 
the sound of  the band and the 
sound of  the actors, and the 
breaking of  that medium only 
occurred a few times and not 
long enough to even be no-
ticeable if  you’re enthralled. 

As a lover of  rock music and 
the “rocker” look, I couldn’t 
have been more thrilled by the 
casting choice. The cast fit my 
expectations both  vocally and 
aesthetically. Most of  all, I 
noticed everyone got a chance 
to sing and showcase their tal-
ents. My favorite part was St. 
Jimmy, the musical’s personi-
fication of  addiction.

As St. Jimmy, Connie Ka-
vensky nailed the personifi-
cation: she looked crazy and 
alluring, and she convinced 
me of  her ability to “rule” 
over people.  Every other 
character also held defining 
qualities that only the Xavi-
er Theatre cast could bring 
through their acting, or vocals 
or head-banging abilities. 

Musgraves gifts fans 
with new album 

BY EMILY CROFT

Thank you, 
Jonas Brothers

When I heard the Jonas 
Brothers were coming to 
Cincinnati, I knew that I 
had to round up my friends 
and go.  

I have been in love with 
them since their Disney 
days. Camp Rock, Jonas and 
Disney Friends for Change? 
Are you kidding me?

The Jonas Brothers are 
currently on their “Remem-
ber This” tour, with opener 
Kelsie Ballerini, which has 
the most iconic greatest 
hits style set list ever. 

We loaded up the car on 
Tuesday, made a pit stop at 
Crumbl Cookies and drove 
to Riverbend Music Center. 
To say that we had the time 
of  our lives is an under-
statement.  

My beloved Jonas Broth-
ers took us back in time to 
the year 2009 with older 
hits like “Burning Up,” and 
even the future, specifical-
ly the “Year 3000,” They 
played a perfect combina-
tion of  old and new songs, 
and my friends and I knew 
every single one of  them.  

After scream-singing 
hits like “Sucker” and “Only 
Human”, as well as songs 
from Joe’s time with DNCE 
and Nick’s solo career, I 
had no voice by the end of  
the night.  My only com-
plaint was that they didn’t 
sing “Play My Music” from 
Camp Rock. It’s OK, though, 
because we blasted it in my 
car while waiting in traffic 
trying to leave the venue.   

Thank you to the Jonas 
Brothers for a perfect night 
and 16 years of  great mu-
sic!  

Kacey Musgraves gifted 
the public her jaw-dropping 
album Star-Crossed, consisting 
of  15 songs that follow the 
emotions with which Mus-
graves grappled in her recent 
divorce from singer-song-
writer Ruston Kelly.

The album, dropped on 
Sept. 10, is 47 minutes and 32 
seconds of  sheer heartbreak. 
It begins with the title track, 
“Star-Crossed,” which had 
been released before the al-
bum as a single. 

The harmony and lyrics in-
vite the listener to join Mus-
graves on a journey as she 
casts light upon the realities 
of  divorce. At the MTV Vid-
eo Music Awards, Musgraves 
performed this song and lit 
the stage on fire — literally. 
A heart outline was set on 
fire behind her as she sang the 
opening song. 

The first part of  the al-
bum discusses the pressures 
Musgraves felt within her 
marriage, including the role 
of  being a good wife or a 
breadwinner. In her song 
“Simple Times,” Musgraves 
escapes from these pressures 
and dwells dreamily on a time 
when her only care in the 
world was going to the mall 
with her friends. 

The song offers a sense 

of  nostalgia while displaying 
her need to escape from the 
box she was put in during her 
marriage. 

The album then transitions 
into the mourning that comes 
with loss. 

Perhaps the most emo-
tion-evoking song of  the al-
bum is “Camera Roll.” This 
song makes you want to throw 
away your entire phone or de-
lete every photo you have with 
any ex-significant other. Mus-
graves untangles her conflict-
ing emotions of  wanting to 
delete photos that only reveal 
the happiness of  an old rela-
tionship. In the end, though, it 
is too soon to press the trash 
can icon sitting in the corner 
of  the screen. 

Musgraves polishes off  the 
album with a positive outlook 
on the future. The final songs 
send the message that she has 
overcome this calamity and 
is ready to focus on the good 
in what she has now. “What 
Doesn’t Kill Me” embodies 

the idea of  overcoming these 
hardships. 

She is back and better than 
ever, even though she has 
reached one of  the lowest 
points she has ever experi-
enced in her life. A true girl 
boss moment, if  you will. 

The album as a whole is an 
extreme contrast to her previ-
ous album, Golden Hour, which 
illuminates the happiest parts 
of  a marriage and her initial 
falling for Kelly. 

Musgraves said in an inter-
view with ELLE Magazine, 
“Golden Hour was, in a lot of  
senses, escapism. It was fanta-
sy. It was rose-colored glass-
es.” Star-Crossed, on the other 
hand, “is realism.” 

The album is accompa-
nied by a film that assists the 
songs in telling the story of  
falling out of  love with your 
partner. Director Bardia Ze-
inali worked with Musgraves 
to produce a film that proper-
ly paralleled the album, with 
the film streaming on Para-

BY OLIVIA VALKNER

Musical impresses and depresses

mount+. 
Watching the film and lis-

tening to the album over the 
last few days has made me feel 
like I went through an entire 
divorce by the age of  19. 

Musgraves has truly out-

done herself  with this al-
bum. Her songwriting and 
harmony have the ability 
to invoke emotions in every 
listener, no matter where 
they are in terms of  their 
love-life cycle. 

Photo courtesy of @XavierTheatre on instagram

Photo courtesy of Commons.wikimedia.org

Photo courtesy of Commons.wikimedia.org
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER 
AND  CAROLINE PALERMO 

Gala patrons illustrate patriotism

The Met Gala rolled 
around once again, and this 
year, it brought the theme of  
“In America: A Lexicon of  
Fashion.” While some celeb-
rities encapsulated the Amer-
ican dream in their outfits, 
others went for an American 
nightmare. 

We ranked this year’s ce-
lebrity outfits according to  
three key aspects: presenta-
tion, symbolism and relation 
to the theme. Which stars 
earned their stripes? Find out 
below.

10. Evan Mock
Everything Timothee Cha-

lamet tried to do with his ode 
to American street fashion, 
Mock did a million times bet-
ter in a pair of  shorts and a 
handful of  safety pins. The al-
tered shorts of  his tuxedo paid 
homage to his skating roots 
in Hawaii, while the leather 
mask, vibrant pink hair and 
safety-pinned sleeves honored 
America’s punk movement of  
the ‘80s and ‘90s.  

Ultimately, his outfit en-
capsulated the spirit of  Amer-
ican rebellion — a spirit that’s 
thrived and adapted since the 
very start of  our country.

9. Billie Eilish 
The moment Eilish stepped 

out in her gown of  billowing, 
blush-colored layers of  tulle, 
social media was set ablaze  
— and for good reason. The 
Oscar de la Renta dress was 
a stark contrast from Eilish’s 
usual oversized, monochro-
matic look. 

Even so, the ballgown 
brought out a mature, femi-
nine side of  Eilish the media 
rarely sees.  Eilish paid hom-
age to Old Hollywood starlets 
like Grace Kelly and Marilyn 
Monroe, and she did so exqui-
sitely. 

8. Jennifer Lopez
From the very moment 

the theme was announced, 
it was clear someone had to 
take on the task of  creating a 
Western-inspired outfit. And 

while others fell short, with 
Pharrell Williams and Malu-
ma looking akin to Hallow-
een costume cowboys, Lopez 
stood out with her stunning 
take on the theme. 

From the bold embroidered 
brown dress to the faux fur 
drapery and vintage silver ac-
cessories pulled straight from 
Ralph Lauren’s vault, Lopez 
rode off  into the sunset in 
style that night.

7. Nikkie de Jager
The Met Gala saw an 

unprecedented amount of  
LGBT+ representation. From 
Megan Fox to Dan Levy,  
queer artists and celebrities 
dotted the red carpet, but 
none made quite as much of  
an impact as Nikkie de Jager, 
better known as NikkieTuto-
rials. 

Inspired by the iconic pho-
to of  American queer activ-
ist Marsha P. Johnson in her 
flower crown, the transgen-
der makeup artist wore a pale 
blue dress embellished with 
flowers and Johnson’s famous 
quote “pay it no mind” to hon-
or her and other queer Ameri-

cans who fight for equality.
 6.Yara Shahidi 
This year’s theme also al-

lowed many stars to revisit 
the past. Shahidi and the team 
at Dior took inspiration from 
legendary figure Josephine 
Baker, a civil rights activ-
ist and entertainer from the 
1920s. 

Shahidi described  her as a  
“powerhouse renegade Black 
American artist.” Adorned 
in a sleeveless, embroidered, 
floor-length gown, gloves and 
a billowing gold tulle veil, 
one can only imagine a Baker 
smiling at this heartwarming 
and fashionable ode to history.

5. Iman Abdulmajid
Truly the shining star at 

this year’s Met, Abdulmajid 
stepped out on the red car-
pet in a flourishing display of  
gold. 

The supermodel’s gilded 
brocade bustier, flared pants 
and golden-feathered cage 
overskirt paired wonderfully 
with her showstopping head-
piece: an elliptical province 
that mimicked a renaissance 
halo. If  her confident stride 
didn’t insinuate it already, 
this grandiose ensemble only 
proved Abdulmajid’s internal 
regality.

4. Grimes
The custom Iris van Her-

pen dress inspired by the dys-
topian narrative of  American 
writers went farther than its 
design. While the white and 
black ombre silk was stun-
ning, the very creation was 
inventive. 3D-printed and 
hand-pleated, it combined the 
past with the latest design 
techniques while providing 
Grimes a flattering look rem-
iniscent of  a dystopian god-
dess. 

Perhaps the most iconic 
part of  her ensemble was her 
sword, which was composed 
of  the melted material of  

abandoned guns, designed to 
mimic the Western European 
swords of  prior centuries. 

3. Lee Chae-Rin
This Met Gala marked the 

first to feature Korean pop 
stars in its long lineup of  ce-
lebrities. One such star was 
Lee Chae-Rin, better known 
by her stage name CL. Paying 
homage to both her Korean 
heritage and the American 
theme of  the gala, she arrived 
in an Alexander Wang den-
im dress tied in the style of  a 
Hanbok, or traditional Korean 
clothing. 

The fusion of  styles not 
only framed CL perfectly, 
but also spoke to the mix of  
unique cultures in Ameri-
ca, creating a truly on-theme 
look. 

2. Anok Yai
This celestial Oscar de 

la Renta gown was crafted 
with crystals hand-sewn into 
the black matte fabric, form-
ing astronomical designs. 
The plunging neckline, fig-
ure-hugging bodice, jet-black 
opera gloves and her shawl 
of  blossoming ebony feath-
ers only enhanced Anok Yai’s 
stunning beauty. 

Not only was her dress a 
nod to Josephine Baker’s his-
tory, but it was also an in-
sightful nod to how Baker’s 
activism is still relevant to the 
future. Either way, Yai’s look 
will be remembered by the 
stars for years to come.

1.Quannah Chasinghorse
The famous Hän Gwich’in 

and Oglala Lakota supermod-
el Quannah Chasinghorse has 
ascended into the number one 
spot with good reason. The 
model utilized her native roots 
to highlight the American 
theme and raise awareness for 

the lack of  Native representa-
tion in America. 

To accentuate this, the 
model wore layer upon layer 
of  silver and turquoise jewel-
ry crafted by the Navajo peo-
ple with whom she grew up, 
handed down to her by her 
aunt. Her long hair slicked 
behind her back helped to em-
phasize her tribal face tattoos. 

Chasinghorse was dressed 
in a Peter Dundas gold lamé 
dress with flowing capes that 
gave the model an ethereal 
and effervescent appearance. 
Move over, Columbia — 
there’s a new angel of  Ameri-
ca in town. 

Quannah Chasinghorse takes the top of the list with her custom gown. 

Nikki de Jager stuns in blue gown inspired by activist Marsha P. Johnson.

Grimes looked showstopping in her modern fashion design masterpiece.

Anok Yai rocks a celestial number.  
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Aries: Go see the Don’t Tell Anna 
improv show on Friday. Multiple 
senior members have cited The 
Back Page as a major source of  

comedic inspiration. 

Libra: If you liked American Idiot, 
then you’ll love Mamma Mia! 

They’re basically the same show, 
except instead of  heroin, everyone’s 

addicted to ‘70s Swedish pop. 

Cancer: Study abroad next 
semester. You could go to France, 
Italy — wherever! Just don’t go to 
Germany. Those idiots celebrate 

Oktoberfest in September!

Leo: It’s getting a little chilly, so 
bundle up! No one wants to see your 
nipples poking through your shirt, 

Jacob.

Virgo: Another year’s gone by, and 
you missed the career fair again. 
Don’t worry, you can still go to 

the career carnival next week, and 
I hear that one has a merry-go-

round. 

Taurus: You’re leaving the HUB 
when a dude you know walks in. 

You’re tempted to ask if  he’s going 
to exercise. Resist this temptation! 
The HUB has many functions, and 
this dude may be coming to get an 
Oktoberfest currywurst removed 

from his ass. 

Scorpio: The path to happiness is 
simple, yet you’ve been ignoring it: 
Go on YouTube and search “The 

Blobcast: Season 1, Episode 1,” then 
watch the video that pops up. Then, 
on Friday, watch Episode 2. It’s as 

simple as that. 

Aquarius: Just because your sib-
lings get more attention than you 

doesn’t mean you’re not amazing in 
your own right. You’re like the High 

School Musical 3 of your family. 

Capricorn: Join the Xavier 
Socialists’ Club; not for the so-

cialism, but simply because they 
serve better snacks then the 

College Republicans. They’re 
more evenly distributed, too. 

Sagittarius: Don’t be a fool in 
love: Remember we go to a Jesuit 

university, and that hot guy in 
your class is more into Jesus than 

he’ll ever be into you. 

Gemini: Your jazz band sounds 
great… mostly. You’ve got to kick 

out that ginger kid. He’s got no soul. 

Pisces: It’s a good thing you 
didn’t take your girlfriend to 

the Jonas Brothers concert. You 
would have lost her to Nick 

Jonas. Girls can’t get enough of  
those guys with diabetes! 

     Following an anonymous tip, we here at �e Back Page have 
uncovered a secret underground organization: �e D’Artagnan 
Investment Fund.

     Unlike �e D’Artagnan Capital Fund, the investment fund strives to invest money into 
startups that will improve life for Xavier students. �e ideas are pitched to the investors in 
a similar fashion to the classic show Shark Tank, but due to copyright reasons, it is noth-
ing like Shark Tank.
     �e cloak and dagger organization has been operating since Xavier’s founding and has 
been kept alive through generous donations of dining dollars and X Cash.
     While the names of the donors are heavily encrypted, a�er an exhaustive investigation 
we have reason to believe that they are synonymous with the heavily-lined pockets of 
Xavier’s beloved mascots.
     Listed below are some of the ideas that were pitched to our “blobs” at the last secret 
pitch meeting:

Food
Papa G’s Pizzeria: Due to a lack of dining options on campus, 
Papa G’s Pizzeria would give students a blessed gastronomical 
experience like no other.
Carnival Cookies Constantly: CCC is a subscription-based ser-
vice that allows Xavier students to get their favorite dessert when-
ever they want for the low cost of $59.99 per month.

Clubs/Organizations
S.N.A.C: It’s like SAC but tastier.
S.G.A.: �e investors were just going to give 
them money to start over. �ey felt bad.
Xavier’s Competitive Eating Team: Zinzinnati 
is home to the National Bratwurst Eating Com-
petition hosted during Oktoberfest. Xavier is 
home to world class athletes. Put the two to-
gether, and you have a recipe for success.

Tech
Four Factor Authentication: Because two factors weren’t an-
noying enough. Four Factor Authentication requires you to do 
the two current steps, plus recite the Jesuit values and do the 
hokey pokey while blindfolded.
�e ALL Chip: Tired of getting locked out of your room be-
cause you forgot your ALL Card? With �e ALL chip that will 
physically never happen again because it is implanted in your 
hand.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Watch ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

The Blobcast!
Sketches and improv and 

music, oh my! Check out the 
new variety show from the 
loons behind the Back Page 

on Newswire’s YouTube 
channel, or scan this QR 
code! New episodes drop 

every other Friday.

BY AVERY STRYCHASZ
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