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Lizzie Jira, junior nursing 
major and intramural volley-
ball enthusiast, appreciates 
the recreation space and the 
current state of  the volleyball 
courts. 

“You could just walk down 
and just join a game and meet 
all types of  people,” she said. 
“I met a lot of  my friends 
playing sand volleyball, and 
we still play to this day.”

Jira expressed that she 
wishes to see some improve-
ments to the courts. 

“The nets are sagging, and 
there are a few spots that could 
use some more sand,” she said. 

Ultimately, the decision 
will be left up to the task force, 
which will seek student per-
spective in the decision-mak-
ing process. 

“We made the decision to 
wait until students returned 
so they could be engaged in 
a process of  fully evaluating 
our options,” Johnson said. 

For the time being, the 
courts remain closed and the 
nets are indefinitely removed 
from the hoops to discourage 
use of  the space. 

Recently damaged courts to remain closed while task force assembles
BY OLIVIA VALKNER

Xavier is launching a task 
force to assess the utilization 
of  outdoor recreational sports 
areas, specifically the outdoor 
basketball and sand volleyball 
courts.

While students continue to 
use the sand volleyball courts, 
the adjacent basketball courts 
remain closed due to damage 
inflicted upon the turnstile 
gate this summer. The gate 
was frequently used to climb 
over the courts’ fence and sub-
sequently broke.

The basketball courts were 
built in 2010, and before the 
fence was installed, people 
from the surrounding com-
munity frequently used the 
space. The courts have been 
a point of  contention among 
students, faculty and the sur-
rounding community for 
many years. 

Vice President of  Risk 
Management Jeff  Coleman 
offered insight on the history 
of  the courts and the decision 
to build a fence. 

“We began receiving com-
plaints from students in 2013 
that they were not able to use 
the courts because they were 

often too crowded. We were 
also experiencing a growing 
number of  safety incidents 
at the courts,” Coleman ex-
plained. “To address these 
issues, we formed a team con-
sisting of  students, communi-
ty leaders and Xavier staff… 
Based on the recommendation 
of  this team the fence was 
constructed in 2014.” 

Associate Provost and 
Chief  Student Affairs Officer 
Dave Johnson is assembling 
the new task force.

“The goal of  the task 
force is to evaluate and pro-
pose ideas for how to enhance 
Xavier’s outdoor recreational 
spaces,” Johnson said. “The 
task force will be charged to 
evaluate and make recommen-
dations for how these areas 
can best support student rec-
reation and, where possible, 
meaningfully serve communi-
ty partners.” 

“The vandalism, coupled 
with ongoing concerns about 
student safety, as well as our 
evolving recreational needs 
and assets highlighted the 
need to engage our commu-
nity in a larger conversation 
around future uses of  outdoor 
recreational space on cam-
pus,” Johnson added.  

The action and inaction 
from the university leaves 
students wondering what the 
future of  the recreation space 
truly looks like, whether that 
be a facelift or complete rein-
vention and repurposing of  
the space.

Luke Starrs, a sophomore 
exercise science major in-

volved in club basketball, 
shared his perspective on the 
current recreational basket-
ball spaces available on cam-
pus.

“There are often a bunch 
of  people at the courts in 
the Health United Building 
(HUB). You sometimes have 
to sit out a game just because 
there isn’t enough space,” 
Starrs said. “If  there is an 
additional three courts, then 
there can be more playing 
time potentially.”

He also pointed out that 
students who wish to play at 
the HUB are limited to the 
HUB’s hours.

“On Labor Day, we couldn’t 
play since the HUB was closed. 
Since (the other courts) are 
outside, we can go whenever 
we want,” he added.

“Before any decisions are 
made regarding changing 
the space, they should let stu-
dents play on the courts to see 
if  they even like it. I’ve never 
played on those courts because 
I am a sophomore, and they 
have been closed ever since I 
have been here,” he concluded.

Tucked behind Buenger Hall and beside the R1 parking lot, the recreational basketball courts have 
been closed for several months. A task force is now forming to determine the future of this space.

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

The turnstile gate of the outdoor, recreational basketball courts (photographed above) was damaged 
during the summer after individuals repeatedly used the gate to climb into the locked courts.
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Philosophy, Politics and the Public (PPP) majors take on local internships
Students in PPP begin internships

Sophomore Philosophy, 
Politics and the Public (PPP) 
majors are hitting the ground 
running with their fall intern-
ships in local political cam-
paigns, governmental offices 
or organizations in civil soci-
ety. 

The Class of  2024 PPP 
majors are required to ded-
icate 80 hours to an intern-
ship for their degree. Students 
choose between a Power and 
the Politics block or Civil So-
ciety and Government block, 
respectively, meaning a cam-
paign track or a more law-fo-
cused track.

Students  are then placed in 
different offices and political 
campaigns throughout Cin-
cinnati to complete their in-
ternship work, ranging from 
the political campaign of  Liz 
Keating for City Council to 
the Hamilton County prose-
cutor’s office. The internship’s 
goal is to allow students into 
the world of  politics and law 
and give them insight into 
their possible future profes-
sions.

Last year, many students 
worked on campaigns with so-
cial distancing, masking and 
other protocols in place. Stu-
dents on the law track com-
pleted their work remotely.

Fortunately, the situation 
has changed for the current 
sophomore class. Most of  the 
internships are being held 

in-person, with students en-
tering courthouses and offices 
each day to log hours. 

Campaign students are 
continuing their work in-per-
son, spending their time in 
meetings with candidates and 
their weekends going door-to-
door.

For a lot of  the students in 
PPP, this is their first true in-
ternship within the world of  

law and politics. 
Andrew Torti, a sopho-

more PPP student in the cam-
paign block now working for 
Liz Keating for City Council, 
explained how the internship 
has been different than his ex-
pectations. 

“I thought it was going to 
be busywork, but this was not 
the case,” he said.

Rather than being given 

jobs to keep them occupied, 
the students are given a more 
valuable role in their intern-
ships. 

“My candidate has us going 
door-to-door and talking to 
residents in many neighbor-
hoods,” Torti explained.

The law block sees a differ-
ent perspective. Sophomore 
PPP student Kaleb Walters 
is working for the Hamilton 

Xavier Philosophy, Politics and the Public (PPP) majors have begun their fall internships. Some students may 

County Prosecutor’s Office 
and has seen a wide range of  
ongoing civil and criminal 
cases in the Cincinnati area. 
Walters was surprised by his 
role.  

“It is a lot of  hands-on 
work and speaking with judg-
es, prosecutors, witnesses, and 
victims, making sure that ev-
erything is set and ready to 
go for court beforehand. I’m 
really enjoying the fast-paced 
and somewhat chaotic nature 
of  the internship so far,” Wal-
ters said.  

He also explained that, 
with his internship, masks 
are mandatory  in courthous-
es but not in the prosecutors’ 
office.

Some law internships re-
main online, and most of  the 
in-person internships enforce 
masking and strongly encour-
age vaccination. 

Sophomore PPP major Al-
ise Chavis works in the First 
District Court of  Appeals Of-
fice, which is offering Chavis a 
hybrid format for her intern-
ship.

The office fears that the 
COVID-19 Delta variant may 
force them to move back on-
line, so they gave Chavis on-
line and in-person options to 
maximize productivity. Un-
til remote access is the only 
option, the office is allowing 
Chavis to remain in-person.

“I’m hoping to be in-per-
son as much as possible, but I 
understand why they want to 
take cautionary actions,” Cha-
vis stated.

BY EMILY CROFT
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The Fall semester rolls on with 
a bunch of activities for you

Rosary and 
Night Prayer,

Bellarmine Chapel
9 p.m.

First-Year 
Leaders Program,

Clock Tower 
Lounge, 6 p.m.

Welcome Back 
Picnic and Games,

Xavier Lawn
6 p.m.

Muskies
A�er Dark,
Xavier Yard

9 p.m.

Xavier Newswire
Weekly Meeting,

Clock Tower Lounge
7p.m.

Boat Dance,
Cincinnati 
Riverfront
5:30 p.m.

Club So�ball
Whi�e Ball tourney

10 a.m.

Student 
Organization 
Academy, OSI 

10 a.m.

Chipotle Night for 
Club Fencing,

4402 Montgomery 
Rd., 5 p.m.

Drug and Alcohol 
Training,

Flynn Hall
6 p.m.

Newswire Writing 
Workshop,
Alter 003

1 p.m.

American Idiot, GSC �eatreBlood Drive, outside Bellarmine Chapel, 10 a.m and 1:15 p.m.

Root Beerio Kart
Smith 218

7 p.m.

Xavier Inclusion 
Club Flyer Event, 

Location TBD
7 p.m.

Common Ground
Clock Tower 

Lounge,
8 p.m. 

Xavier Newswire
Weekly Meeting

Clock Tower Lounge
7 p.m.
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Here is the latest buzz on campus
Xavier’s NEXUS community garden hosts hives for XU’s Sustainability Club

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER 

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
Xavier’s NEXUS community gardens have hosted bee 
hives for the last three  years. Dr. Emily Franzen and 

For three years, Xavier has 
been home to bee hives owned 
by Xavier biology professor, 
Dr. Emily Franzen.

The hives are kept at the 
NEXUS (Norwood, Evanston, 
Xavier and Urban Sustainabil-
ity) community garden where 
Franzen uses them to serve as 
a demonstrative teaching tool 
to students about pollination 
and ecology. 

“As an entomologist, I had 
always wanted to keep some 
(bees) but never had quite 
enough room in our yard for 
more than one hive,” Franzen 

explained. 
“I love being able to show 

people how bees interact, how 
they’re important to the eco-
system and their basic biolo-
gy”, she said.

Franzen was able to start 
the hive after she and Dr. Ann 
Ray received a grant from 
Xavier’s Women of  Excel-
lence. Now, Franzen runs the 
hives with her husband on 
their own time. 

“We have had some stu-
dents help in the past when 
we are around, but we usu-

ally do all the maintenance 
and inspections of  the hives,” 
Franzen said.

One particular group of  
students involved in the bee 
hives is the Xavier Student 
Sustainability club (XSS). 
Senior XSS co-Chair Clare 
Ravizza explained that XSS 
is a student group focused on 
climate action and education. 

“Bees are a pretty vital re-
source in the wider environ-
ment that I think are under-
appreciated,” Ravizza said. 
“So we like to educate about 
them.”

The education of  events 
sponsored by XXS typically 
happen from mid-spring to 

early fall. XSS relays the im-
portance of  the bees and the 
pollination process to stu-
dents, as well as an opportu-
nity to view Franzen and her 
husband during the beekeep-
ing process. 

“We are so fortunate Pro-
fessor Franzen has continual-
ly shared her vast knowledge 
and expertise on the bees,” 
senior XSS member Jaime 
Misky said.

The most recent XSS bee 
event happened last Wednes-
day, featuring a honey collec-

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
Franzen speaks to students in Xavier’s Sustainability Club at the NEXUS 
community garden, which is found across the street from the HUB.

Newswire Photo by Desmond Fischer
Events at the hives range from Sustainability Club gatherings to beekeeping 
events for the public. The most recent event happened last Wednesday. 

tion. 
“Professor Franzen always 

shares some of  the bees’ cre-
ation, whether it is in the form 
of  honey-infused juice or raw 
honey from the comb,” Misky 
said. Most of  the honey is 
then collected and sold locally.

There has also been recent 
talk among Franzen and the 
XSS about beeswax collected 
from the hives being used to 
make candles. A possible fu-
ture event proposed between 
the professor and the club 
would see Franzen bringing 
in the wax and having stu-
dents create and shape the 
candles themselves.

The beekeeping events are 
also used to highlight the 
NEXUS community garden. 

“Basically, the bees are 
there to pollinate the gar-
den and the wildflowers that 
are around it,” Ravizza stat-
ed. “We do events so people 
can learn about bees but also 
know that the community 
garden is a resource available 
to students.”

While NEXUS has taken 
precautions to protect both 
worker and queen bees year 
round, Professor Franzen 
and the students of  XSS both 
believe that there are things 
Xavier students and faculty 
can do to help bee populations 
around the world. 

“My main hope is that peo-
ple learn more about the im-
portance of  pollination to our 
food supply and do things that 
help not only honeybees, but 
also our incredibly diverse na-
tive bee population,” Franzen 
said. 

“There are some areas on 
campus that are native wildlife 
of  Ohio, and if  we had more 
of  that on campus, it would 
further promote bee polli-

nation,” Ravizza explained. 
Meanwhile, Misky affirmed 
the idea of  growing more na-
tive plantlife and wildflowers 
to encourage pollination. 

“Purchasing honey from 
local vendors instead of  
grocery stores ensures you 
are supporting small, local-
ly-owned honey businesses,” 
Misky added.

Franzen has loved sharing 
her bees with the student pop-
ulation. 

“I always tell people that 
it’s a very rewarding hobby, 
and it would be great to see 
more people start keeping 
bees,” she said. 

“The most important les-
son is patience. You can’t 
make bees work faster or keep 
them from all harm. All you 
can do is try to make it the 
best apiary you can and hope 
they can do the rest with help 
from you.”

Scan here to join Newswire 
on EngageXU! 

Interested in joining the 
Newswire team?

We are looking for writers, 
editors, radio personalities 

and more. 
We meet every �ursday at 7 
p.m. in Clock Tower Lounge.

Newswire 
Journalism Workshop

When: Saturday, Sept. 18 at 
1 p.m.

Where: Alter 003

Learn about becoming a 
writer for the Newswire 

with tips from a 
professional journalist. 

Register now on 
EngageXU.

Check out our multimedia 
content, including our radio 
show — Newswire Live — 
and our podcasts: Debate & 
Discussion and Inside Xavier 

Sports. 

Visit our YouTube channel 
to check out our comedy 
Variety show, �e Blobcast. 
Our �rst episode will be re-
leased tomorrow at noon.
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Photo courtesy of Flickr.com
A British extremist must choose between literature or prison.

Corresponding candidates, literary litigation

Photo courtesy of CPL Sam Shepherd

Hurricane Ida reached Category 4 hurricane status, leading to severe damage throughout coastal America, 

OH AG joins anti LGBT+ lawsuit
BY ETHAN NICHOLS
Guest Writer 
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The Lighter Side
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Hurricane Ida tears through coast
Beginning in the Caribbean, Ida ravaged Louisiana, New Jersey and New York 
BY OWEN MIGUEL
Guest Writer



Newswire photo by Sophie Boulter

Nationalism can be a good thing if it is inclusive, open and willing to learn from the past to create a stronger 
national future. The  European Union should respect, rather than dismiss, the national pride of its nation-states.

Photo courtesy of pixnio.com
Critics blame Purdue Pharma, owned by the Sackler family, for the opioid 
crisis. Last week’s settlement gives them immunity from future lawsuits.
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Perspective: A new nationalism?
Nationalism is anything 

that we don’t like. Right?
Anti-Trump activists la-

belled the former president 
a nationalist, because he pro-
fessed to put “America first.” 
Supporters of  the European 
Union often dismiss critics of  
the bloc as nationalists who 
cling to an antiquated con-
ception of  the nation-state. 
Pundits and politicians alike 
caution us against falling into 
nationalism, fearing its associ-
ation with far-right ideology. 

But what really is nation-
alism, and does nationalism 
always insist on putting a na-
tion “first” at the expense of  
others?

Benedict Anderson, a po-
litical scientist, defined the 
nation as an “imagined polit-
ical community.” Nationalism 
expresses the sovereignty of  
this imagined community. In 
other words, to be a nation-
alist is to believe that your 
imagined community — and 
the distinctive traits that set 
your nation apart — deserve 
recognition. 

I have researched nation-
alism with scholars of  differ-
ent disciplines for almost four 
years now. My work has led 
me to conclude that there are 
different types of  nationalism, 
and nationalism can be a force 
for good. Inclusive national-
isms express pride in nation-
al history, language, music, 

landscape, folklore and sports 
without allowing their pride 
to cross into xenophobia.

This is a delicate dance. To 
have pride in place and a col-
lective past is to celebrate dif-
ference, and this can quickly 
turn into fear of  the imagined 
“other.” 

Yet, the celebration of  and 
pride in difference does not 
have to be an assertion of  ex-
ceptionalism. I can lose my-
self  in the rugged and random 
beauty of  America’s West, 
and in  the orderly, gleaming 
cityscapes of  Shanghai. Nei-
ther is better or worse than 
the other.

My research focuses on na-
tionalism in the United King-
dom. While studying Scot-
land, I noticed that Scottish 
nationalism is particularly en-
thusiastic about its inclusivity.

By pursuing an aggressive-
ly-open idea of  what Scottish-
ness is, Scotland avoids falling 
into more xenophobic concep-
tions of  nationalism. 

The Scottish Nationalist 
Party, for example, considers 
anyone who “chooses” Scot-
land to be Scottish. Rather 
than narrowly defining Scot-
tishness as only belonging to 
those born in Scotland, Scot-
tishness belongs to anyone 
willing to have a stake in the 
country. 

Individuals take pride in 
belonging to nations because 
they have a direct stake in 
them. In this way, individuals 

are integral to creating and 
sustaining national identity. 

In contrast, supranational  
organizations (organizations 
with authority that super-
sedes that of  national gov-
ernments) such as the EU 
are often seen as remote and 
unaccountable because they 
don’t have a sense of  a shared 
— or chosen — history, folk-
lore or landscape. 

The EU is at its strongest 
when it honors the unique 
histories, languages and cul-
tures of  its member-states. 
The EU should acknowledge 
the values that member-states 
share while honoring the dif-
ferences between nations. The 
EU should not treat differ-
ences among member-states 
as obstacles to be overcome 

Judge approves Purdue Pharma opioid settlement
Pharmaceutical giant Pur-

due Pharma was dissolved by 
a bankruptcy judge last week. 
The settlement requires the 
Sackler family, the owners of  
Purdue Pharma, to pay $4.5 
billion and relinquish owner-
ship of  the company. Conse-
quently, they would be freed 
from future opioid lawsuits.

Purdue will be restruc-
tured into a new company, led 
by board members who are 
appointed by public officials.

Judge Robert Drain, who 
approved the settlement, ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction 
with the settlement’s results.

“I believe that at least some 
of  the Sackler parties have 
liability for those (opioid 
OxyContin) claims. I would 
have expected a higher settle-
ment,” Drain said.

Purdue is largely known 
for their highly addictive pain-
killer OxyContin. According 
to previous lawsuits filed by 
15 states, Purdue’s aggres-
sive marketing of  OxyCon-
tin caused overprescription 
of  the painkiller throughout 
America. This worsened the 
opioid crisis throughout the 
U.S.

The opioid crisis has killed 
almost 500,000 Americans, 
according to the Center for 

Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). In 2019, opioids 
made up 70% of  the overdose 
deaths in the U.S. 

Critics of  the Sacklers ar-
gue that the family refuses to 
hold themselves accountable. 

“I don’t think anybody 
would say that justice has 
been done because there’s 
just so much harm that was 
caused and so much money 
that has been retained by the 
company and by the family,”  
professor at John Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of  Public 
Health, Dr. Joshua Farfstein 
said. 

David Sackler, a former 
board member of  Purdue 
Pharma, defended himself  
against critics arguing that 
OxyContin was developed 
with positive intent and has 
reaped positive results.

“OxyContin is a medicine 
that Purdue intended to help 
people, and it has helped and 
continues to help millions of  
Americans,” Sackler said.

“(Purdue is) prepared to 
dedicate billions of  dollars 
and relinquish (their) inter-
est in Purdue to fund a set-
tlement that will bring help 
to those who need it,” he said. 

David Sackler and Purdue 
Pharma continue to deny 
liability for the alleged dis-
honesty of  the marketing 

BY GRADY BORIS
Guest Writer

scheme of  OxyContin. 
“While we dispute the alle-

gations that have been made 
about our family, we have 
embraced this path in order 
to help combat a serious and 
complex public health crisis,” 
representatives of  the Sackler 
family said.

The lawsuit, which took 
two years to decide, shields 
any Sackler family member in-
volved with the Purdue Phar-
ma company from liability in 
lawsuits involving their pain-
killers and the overprescrip-
tion of  the company’s drugs.

Since the lawsuits target-
ing Purdue Pharma and the 
Sackler family emerged, sev-
eral larger universities and 
brands have pulled away from 
the Sacklers and the Purdue 
Pharma company. 

McKinsey, a worldwide 
consulting company, and JP-
Morgan Chase, America’s 
largest bank, have distanced 
themselves from the brand by 
dropping Purdue Pharma as 
their client. 

“We are no longer advising 
clients on any opioid-specific 
business and are continuing 
to support key stakeholders 
working to combat the crisis,” 
McKinsey said. 

However, various organi-
zations, including universities 
and museums, continue to ei-

in favor of  “an ever closer 
union.”

The EU ought to encour-
age inclusive nationalism 
among its states, even if  this 
means stopping some aspects 
of  European integration, such 
as the forging of  a strong, 
post-national European iden-
tity.

An inclusive nationalism is 
aspirational, constantly con-
sidering the ways that each 
nation’s unique attributes can 
help build a better collective 
future. The England national 
football team is a particularly 
interesting example of  this. 
The players use their plat-
forms to fight for racial equal-
ity and LGBT+ rights, argu-
ing that England is a great 
country that can continue to 

become better. 
Most of  the players are 

sons of  immigrants or immi-
grants themselves, and do not 
hide their experience of  being 
treated as the “other” in En-
gland. Their experiences of  
discrimination, coupled with 
their experiences of  success 
and community, drive their 
inclusive conception of  Eng-
lishness. 

As Anderson said, nation-
al identity is imagined. The 
imagination is a site of  cre-
ation, adaptation and improve-
ment; nations, too, should con-
tinue to re-create themselves, 
with the aim of  becoming 
more open, fair and just. 

So, go ahead and call me 
a nationalist. I’ll take it as a 
compliment.

ther accept money or dona-
tions from the Sacklers. 

Some of  the most presti-
gious universities in the U.S. 
and around the world have 
buildings dedicated to the 
Sacklers. Notably, Harvard 
University has an academic 
building named after Arthur 
M. Sackler, and Oxford Uni-

versity continues to receive 
donations from the Sackler 
family.

Last week’s settlement 
precludes organizations from 
naming buildings after the 
Sacklers until the family 
leaves the opioid business and 
pays $4.5 billion to help fight 
the opioid crisis.

Hurricane Ida tears through coast
BY SOPHIE BOULTER
World News Editor
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Healthcare is a right, and 
abortion is healthcare. This 
means that safe access to 
abortion is a right. 

Preventing abortions is not 
about religion. It’s not about 
morality, belief  or love. It’s 
about power. It’s about con-
trolling women’s bodies and 
the bodies of  those who give 
birth. 

In Texas, a new law went 
into effect that bans abortion 
after six weeks of  pregnancy. 
Most people don’t know that 
they’re pregnant until after 
that point. 

The worst part is that the 
law is essentially upheld by 
private citizens. If  someone is 
suspected of  having an abor-
tion, providing a ride to an 
abortion clinic or even lend-
ing financial support to some-
one who is getting one, then 
a private citizen can sue them 
and receive $10,000 from the 
accused if  they succeed. 

It’s not a law. It’s a bounty. 
Our bodies belong to us. 

What we do with them be-
longs to us.  

This is an erasure of  choice 
and of  freedom, and it’s been 
going on for a long time. In 

It’s disappointing to be 
reminded of  your disabilities 
every time you wake up. I get 
up and have to take medicine 
to live like a normal person. 
And when I wake up, I’m 
lucky if  I don’t have to battle 
off  intrusive thoughts before 
class. 

Now, imagine being re-
minded on campus, too. 
Imagine rolling up to an ac-
cessibility button and press-
ing it, only to find that many 
buildings don’t have prop-
erly functioning buttons or 
completely lack a button. 

With all the money Xavi-
er receives and for which it 
continues to ask, disabili-
ty services shouldn’t be so 
hard. At the very least, they 
should ensure every building 
has a functioning button. 

As someone that lives 
with many invisible disabil-
ities, I’m really disappoint-
ed in the lack of  accommo-
dations for disabilities that 
Xavier provides. Whether in 

the classroom or on campus, 
I feel that, because I’m not 
confined to a wheelchair or 
suffering from any other vis-
ible ailment, I have to prove 
my level of  disability. Even 
then, as I mentioned before, 
the visibly-handicapped still 
struggle to receive the full 
accommodation they de-
serve.  

I have to prove to profes-
sors that I deserve an ex-
tension because I was in the 
hospital, hooked up to wires 
for an exhausting 24 hours. 
I have to prove that my sick 
days shouldn’t be taken away 
because I’m so suicidal, so 
consumed by my thoughts, 
that I’m afraid to get out of  
bed. 

I see my friend combat the 
symptoms of  her disability 
just so she doesn’t have to 
miss class and chance failing 
an assignment because the 
professor won’t provide ac-
commodations.  

Xavier preaches a lot with 

which it can’t keep up. If  you 
asked students with invisible 
disabilities — or any difficult 
mental health issues — they 
would say that sick days are 
not at all the same as mental 
health days. 

In the same way, I be-
lieve that my hospital visits 
shouldn’t count as the very 
few absences that I am per-
mitted before I start losing 
points that will lower my 
grade. 

On the first day, while 
going over expectations, 
why are the exceptions to 
assignments or absences so 
intense? A funeral or quar-
antine are my two options. 
What about insomnia and 
exhaustion? What about 
missing a day of  my med-
icine — the one that helps 
me live a normal life — be-
cause of  a late prescription 
refill? Why do I feel that I’m 
made to be embarrassed of  
my condition because it’s not 
well known nor well under-

stood by most people?   
The guidelines don’t in-

clude me. I never feel includ-
ed, because the rules weren’t 
made for me. They were 
made by people who are 
expected to accommodate 
students with disabilities. I 
know there’s an office, and I 
know there are rules for stu-
dents like me. But I don’t feel 
accepted by either. 

I’ve had some profes-
sors who knock acceptance 
out of  the park, but they’ve 
been minimal compared to 
what I thought this univer-
sity would provide. If  I told 
them I lost my wheelchair 
and had to miss class or turn 
in homework late, no profes-
sor would say, “Just crawl, 
then.’’ But if  I can’t show 
them the suffering that I en-
dure on the inside, it doesn’t 
count. 

I must be lazy. I must be 
making excuses. I’m throw-
ing a pity party. I have to 
get back to work. Honestly, 

I think I’d feel less offend-
ed if  Xavier blatantly acted 
different toward those with 
disabilities and those with-
out any. At least then I’d feel 
like someone cares enough to 
work in cooperation with my 
needs. 

And I don’t need much: I 
can take timed tests and fin-
ish early, take my own notes 
and live without a service 
animal. What I need is to 
feel understood, noticed and 
represented at a university 
associated with Jesuit values.  

1973, the Roe v. Wade Su-
preme Court decision set the 
precedent for a woman’s right 
to an abortion. Since then, an-
ti-choice legislators and pol-
iticians have been trying to 
reverse that decision and limit 
the control we have over our-
selves. 

This “heartbeat bill,” as 
it’s so ironically called, makes 
no exception for victims of  
rape or incest. According to 
the creators and supporters 
of  this bill, an abortion is an 
abortion, and no one is al-
lowed to have them. 

But for these politicians, 
preachers, legislators and 
leaders, they will still have ac-
cess to abortions. Their mis-
tresses, daughters and wives 
will still get abortions when 
they need them. The point is 
not to ban abortion. The point 
is to control who can get an 
abortion. 

Anti-choice vigilantes can 
sue someone suspected of  
having or assisting an abor-
tion for $10,000. For those 
with a lower income, this is a 
killing number. It’s an execu-
tion. 

For the wealthy and pow-

erful, it’s nothing. And that’s 
on the off  chance that any of  
them will ever be targeted. 

This isn’t a moral move, a 
religious one or one done in 
the interest of  children. It’s a 
message, and it’s a threat. In-
stead of  spending money on 
comprehensive sex education, 
birth control and contracep-
tion, they are saying to every 
woman and every person who 
gives birth: “You don’t own 
your body. We do.” 

Banning abortions doesn’t 
stop abortions; it just makes 
them incredibly more danger-
ous. A desperate person will 
find a way, and they might 
die because of  it. According 
to the World Health Organi-
zation, about 13.2% of  yearly 
maternal deaths are due to 
unsafe abortions, and Texas is 
only adding to that statistic —
and they do not care. 

They don’t care about the 
children in foster care, who 
number in the thousands. 
They don’t care about survi-
vors of  rape or incest, whose 
trauma they only want to 
worsen. They don’t care about 
those who can’t afford to car-
ry a baby to term while paying 

for hospital bills; otherwise, 
they would offer to pay for it 
themselves. They don’t care. 
They don’t care. They don’t 
care. 

Their arguments about mo-
rality, the rights of  children, 
the “dead fetuses” they find 
behind abortion clinics, faith 
and justice and legality all fall 
upon deaf  ears because we 
know what they want. They 
have made that very clear. 

They want to control what 
women wear, so they shame 
us for our clothes and how 
they make us look. They want 
to control how women act, so 
they say our actions got us 
raped, attacked or killed. They 
want to control how much 
power we have, so they keep 
us from voting, from owning 
our own bank accounts, from 
offices of  power and from 
having a say over what we do 
with our own bodies. 

They are adding to the 
trauma of  womanhood: the 
pain of  it, the suffering and 
 the performance. But life is 
not about suffering or trauma, 
and life is not meant to be a 
performance. It is supposed to 
belong to the living.  

Respecting the rights of  
women and the rights of  
those who give birth is not 
an impossible task. We need 
to stop treating it like it is. 
The precedent that Roe v. 
Wade set needs to be upheld. 
The “heartbeat bill” in Texas 
needs to be destroyed, burned 
or buried.  

There is a way forward, 
but we’ve been fighting for so 
long that it seems a long way 
off. But this is the fight that 
can’t end until it ends on our 
terms. Until we belong to our-
selves. Until we are no longer 
viewed as vessels, wombs or 
baby-making machines.  

There is a way forward, and 
it’s the only way I’m willing to 
go. 

The horror of Texas’ new abortion law

Morgan Miles is a 
sophmore Philoso-
phy, Politics and the 
Public major. She is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Trenton, 
Ohio.

Grace Hamilton is a 
sophomore political sci-
ence major. She is a staff 
writer for Newswire from 
Akron, Ohio.

Xavier doesn’t support disabled students
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We are failing low-income students
Since the 1990s, attending 

college has evolved from one 
of  many pathways to success 
to a near necessity in the 
American job market, with 
many jobs that once had no 
barrier to entry now requir-
ing at least a bachelor’s de-
gree. Despite this shift, ac-
cess to higher education has 
become more difficult for 
working class students. 

The lifelong benefits of  
higher education are signif-
icant; those with a bachelor’s 
degree can expect to earn 
roughly $30,000 more annu-
ally relative to those with a 
high school diploma. 

Graduating from college 
is one of  the most reliable 
ways to break the cycle of  
poverty, but access to qual-
ity higher education is not 
evenly distributed across so-
cioeconomic classes. 

Addressing this issue is 
vital to ensuring that every-
one has an equitable chance 
to attend and graduate col-
lege, and it will require se-
rious effort on the part of  
administrators at Xavier and 
other private institutions. 

Although a greater num-
ber of  low-income students 
are enrolling in college, 
they are more likely to at-
tend two-year and for-prof-
it schools and less likely to 

graduate compared to their 
middle- and upper-class 
peers. Students from families 
below the federal poverty 
line make up roughly 20% of  
the total college population 
but just 13% of  students at 
selective private schools. 

Most troublingly, only 
14% of  low-income students 
graduate within six years 
of  enrollment, compared 
to 60% of  higher income 
students. When asked why 
they were not able to grad-
uate, most of  these students 
identified a lack of  sufficient 
financial aid as the primary 
reason they decided to leave 
school. Many of  these stu-
dents are forced to work full-
time while going to school, 
which compromises their 
ability to get involved on 
campus and live up to their 
academic potential.  

Getting more low-income 
students to enroll in commu-
nity and for-profit schools is 
still a step forward, but the 
benefits of  a college educa-
tion increase dramatically for 
people who are able to go to 
four-year universities. Tui-
tion at four-year colleges has 
increased disproportionately 
relative to inflation, growing 
260% from 1980-2014. 

At Xavier, tuition for the 
2019-2020 school year was 

$40,450, or roughly $20,000 
per semester. Although 
many students are able to re-
ceive financial aid, the price 
tag on a Xavier education is 
clearly significant even for 
those from middle- and up-
per-class families. 

C o n -
sequent-
ly, most 
students 
at Xavi-
er come 
f r o m 
middle- 
and up-
per-class 
b a c k -
grounds. Lack of  economic 
diversity harms more than 
low-income students. Xavier 
is missing out on the intel-
lectual and creative contri-
butions of  a huge group of  
people with unique perspec-
tives not typically seen in 
higher education. 

If  higher education wants 
to diversify and increase 
the number of  low-income 
students on campus, reform 
needs to start as early as 
possible and with the young-
est age groups. 

Gaps in academic perfor-
mance based on socioeco-
nomic status are present as 
early as elementary school, 
largely because working 

class students usually at-
tend poorly-funded public 
schools. Giving low-income 
students the chance to go to 
college will require universal 
preschool, increased funding 
in public elementary schools, 
free meal programs and (of  

course ) 
h i g h 
s c h o o l 
and col-
l e g e 
s c h o l -
ar sh ips 
based on 
income. 

T h e 
S e n a t e 

has recently proposed a plan 
outlining a path to univer-
sal preschool, which has 
been shown to decrease the 
income-based gap in perfor-
mance. Although more re-
form will be needed to pre-
pare students for college, if  
passed, this bill would be a 
solid step in the right direc-
tion. 

Although gaps in aca-
demic aptitude and college 
readiness appear early, they 
amplify as students enter 
high school and prepare for 
college. 

Increased funding for pub-
lic high schools would allow 
low-income students to take 
AP classes and earn college 

Tyler Noris is a grad-
uate student in the 
Industrial Organi-
zational Psychology 
program at Xavier. He 
is a guest writer for 
Newswire from Toledo, 
Ohio.

credit, thus preparing them 
for the rigors of  college lev-
el courses. 

Beyond academics, the 
financial aid offered to 
working class students is 
frequently insufficient and 
normally comes from nation-
al programs, such as the Pell 
Grant, rather than the uni-
versities themselves. 

If  we want to ensure fair 
access to higher education, 
college administrators must 
be willing to be flexible with 
the needs of  working-class 
students. 

The process of  reforming 
education to meet the needs 
of  everyone, regardless of  
income, will be long and ar-
duous. However, with con-
centrated effort, there are 
ways we can reduce the bar-
riers and give low-income 
students  the chance to live 
up to their potential in aca-
demic settings at Xavier and 
across the country. 

Ivy Lewis is a junior 
psychology major. 
She is a guest writ-
er for Newswire from 
Deer Park, Ohio.  

When I picked up last 
week’s edition of  the News-
wire, my first thought was 
“Oh. My. God,” (i.e., my best 
imitation of  Janice from 
Friends). Seeing a Vice Pres-
ident resign and an opinion 
piece on the SGA Constitu-
tion, I couldn’t help but read 
every scandalous detail. 

As a former senator in 
my undergraduate experi-
ence here at Xavier, I was 
very curious about the state 
of  our SGA leadership and 
what caused us to go from 
high engagement with the 
university to the first  legiti-
mate (almost) impeachment.  

First, I would like to re-
spond by saying that while 
there are inherent issues 
with the Constitution, un-
derstanding where it came 
from is crucial. For example, 
Robert Soucek pointed out 
the first article and section  
states that SGA supersedes 
all other student organiza-
tion by-laws. 

This is primarily neces-
sary because  SGA’s Student 
Organizations Committee 
(SOC) is responsible for al-
locating funds to student 
groups. This would be im-
possible without this clause 
and would force an anon-
ymous staff  committee to 

allocate without checks or 
balances for their bias. 

Secondly, the other com-
mittees and the entirety of  
the governing body are the 
primary means of  commu-
nication between hundreds 
of  student groups and the 
hundreds of  staff, faculty 
and committees. Without 
this power oversight, de-
spite how it could be abused, 
the university would suffer 
greater communication is-
sues than already exist.

The next issue I’d like to 
tackle is that of  appoint-
ed positions. At the end of  
my term, SGA did not have 
enough students interested 
in running during the very 
limited window of  cam-
paigning, so the appointed 
positions were a means to an 
end to bring on students af-
ter this period of  time. How-
ever, this did not address the 
root problems of  our stu-
dent involvement crisis.

If  one wants to run for a 
seat in the Senate, they must 
know they are interested 
within the first few weeks 
of  school. Next, they attend 
an information session and 
start gathering materials 
(signatures to be able to run, 
proof  of  attending an SGA 
meeting, etc). Then, if  this is 

done within a short deadline, 
there is a brief  campaign-
ing period that is geared far 
more towards executive po-
sitions than senators. Worse, 
these short windows are 
even further reduced for ex-
ecutive tickets.

In addition, because peo-
ple campaign for election 
in the fall, their terms span 
across two different school 
years, excluding seniors and 
discouraging juniors. As a 
senator with a term begin-
ning in spring, I felt like I had 
plenty of  time for projects 
with summer. So, I procras-
tinated and felt too rushed 
to do my projects once fall 
started. Thus, I fell short of  
my hopes as a senator, which 
I deeply regret.

Here are some of  my pro-
posed solutions that I hope 
current senators see and try 
to push before the end of  
their terms this fall.  

First, I propose that SGA 
has elections occur in the 
spring semester.

Yes, a group of  senators 
and executives would need 
to serve an extra semester, 
but this would solve the 
short deadlines, neglect to 
take uniform action and in-
clude seniors. Additionally, 
to still accommodate first 

years, a specific number of  
seats (around three or four) 
could be reserved for first 
years to apply in the fall to 
serve for a semester. I think 
that this would encourage 
those who know what hap-
pens at this university to be 
able to make a change rather 
than be inclusive of  curious, 
scared and inexperienced 
first-years.

Secondly, SGA ought to 
require that anyone who 
runs for or is serving as a 
student government mem-
ber (regardless of  position) 
may sit on but can not serve 
as an executive board mem-
ber for any student organi-
zation simultaneously. This 
aims to avoid abuse of  pow-
er, financially speaking. 

Third, serving on SGA is a 
time commitment, especially 
if  you want to actually make 
a difference and not just hold 
a Senate seat apathetically. 
Undergraduate academics 
are already enough of  a time 
commitment for students 
without adding the pres-
sure of  executive positions 
for multiple organizations. 
I mean, you should try to 
sleep sometimes. 

Thus, to truly encourage 
SGA to do something and 
make changes, SGA should 

We need a revised SGA Constitution

be their only other com-
mitment within the realm 
of  student involvement. It 
helps for senators to sit in on 
the executive meetings of  
larger, more dominant stu-
dent organizations in which 
they participate, but to do 
anything other than help 
represent these groups in 
the Senate is too much to ask 
of  students.

While these aren’t the 
only ways to fix issues in 
SGA, I think they are the 
most promising and most 
needed currently. 

To cap it off, to be a sen-
ator or executive is to need 
a certain mantra. My rec-
ommended starting mantra 
for wanting to make a differ-
ence: Be the change you wish 
to see in the world.

Giving low-income students 
the chance to go to college will 
require universal preschool, 
increased funding in public 
elementary schools, free meal 
programs, and... high school 
and college scholarships based 
on income. 

A response to “We need a new SGA constitution”
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Mac Jones flat out beat veter-
an quarterback Cam Newton, 
but can he lead the Patriots 
back to the promised land? 
With their defense as good as 
it is and a talented offensive 
line, Jones just needs to be 
serviceable in year one to get 
the Patriots to the playoffs. 
The Patriots are a wild card 
team in my book. 

Zach Wilson is going into 

the worst situation of  any 
of  the rookie QBs. The Jets 
have been one of  the worst 
teams in the league in recent 
years, and they hired a defen-
sive-minded coach in Robert 
Saleh. Wilson also didn’t play 
the greatest competition at 
Brigham Young University. 
His rookie year could be a di-
saster. 

The Jaguars drafted Trev-

or Lawrence and hired Urban 
Meyer, and those two will 
be must-sees on TV. They’re 
both college football legends, 
but will they also be success-
ful at the next level? Time 
will tell. 

2. Will Lamar Jackson 
struggle this year or will 
he finally figure out how to 

win in the playoffs?
Jackson’s first few years in 

With their offseason trade acquisition of Matthew Stafford, the Los Angeles Rams are expected to be 
one of the best teams in the league. They may be the biggest threat to the Buccaneers chances to repeat. 

Analysis: 2021 NFL season preview
the NFL for the Ravens have 
been a joy to watch. Time and 
time again, he is seen making 
highlight reel plays. But he’s 
1-3 lifetime in the postseason, 
with a 55% completion rate. 

Is this the year the league 
figures out how to stop his 
combination of  passing and 
running ability, or will he 
continue to dominate? If  he 
does, will he finally have post-
season success? 

There are a lot of  possi-
bilities, but I think he will be 
good wire-to-wire this year. 
He’s just too talented to keep 
struggling in the playoffs like 
he has. 

3. Will the Bucs repeat? 
The Bucs seem commit-

ted to winning, which has 
been displayed by a signifi-
cant number of  their players 
taking hometown deals to re-
sign. 

I think they are definitely 
a Super Bowl contender, but 
repeating is a hard thing to 
do in the NFL; it hasn’t been 
done since the 2003-2004 
Patriots. It’s a possibility for 
sure, but I wouldn’t bet on it. 

My playoff  predictions 
from the conference title 
games forward are the Rams 
over the Bucs in the NFC and 
the Chiefs beating the Bills in 
the AFC. Finally, I have the 
Rams beating the Chiefs in 
the Super Bowl.  

People across America this 
week are drafting their own 
dream teams for one of  the 
biggest events of  the year: 
fantasy football season. 

The fantasy football sea-
son starts with a league-wide 
draft, where fantasy team 
managers select players they 
want on their team.

A fantasy team general-
ly consists of  a quarterback, 
two running backs, two wide 
receivers, a tight end, a “flex” 
option, a defense and special 
teams and a kicker. 

Most leagues utilize a 
snake draft format, in which 
owners select players once it 
reaches their turn, and the 
draft order reverses each 
round. 

The success of  their team 
depends on how well play-
ers perform in actual NFL 
games, as managers are 
awarded points for several 
actions their players commit. 
Some of  these include play-
ers catching a pass, running 
the ball, throwing the ball or 
kicking a field goal. 

For example, if  a quarter-
back throws for 175 yards in 
a game, they might gain 7 
points that week towards the 
team total. This is because 

in most leagues, a quarter-
back gains a point for every 
25 passing yards. However, 
players can also lose points 
if  their players commit turn-
overs in a game. 

The points accumulated 
by all players contribute to a 
team total of  points for that 
week. Managers face different 
teams in their league head-to-
head each week and win that 
game if  their team scores 

more points than the oppos-
ing team at the end of  the 
week. 

If  a fantasy team wins a 
game, they get a win for their 
record. Alternatively, if  they 
lose, they get a loss towards 
their record. Fantasy teams 
that have a better overall 
record make the playoffs in 
their league; if  they win each 
game in the playoff  rounds, 
they win the fantasy league. 

 Last year was an NFL sea-
son unlike any other, thanks 
to COVID-19. There was no 
preseason, no full stadiums 
and really no sense of  nor-
malcy. With the emergence 
of  the vaccine, it is hopefully 
going to change.

There are still unvaccinat-
ed players and players testing 
positive for COVID-19 de-
spite having the vaccine, so 
maybe the 2021 season won’t 
be fully normal after all. 

Nevertheless, it feels like it 
will be a heck of  a lot closer 
than last year. Here are three 
storylines to watch for head-
ing into the season, in no par-
ticular order. 

1. Rookie quarterbacks. 
Justin Fields is a sight for 

sore eyes in the Windy City, 
as the Bears amazingly have 
not had an All-Pro Quarter-
back in the Super Bowl era 
Andy Dalton will start the 
season, but Fields will likely 
take over as the season pro-
gresses.

It’s a similar situation in 
San Francisco with Trey 
Lance. He’s a highly-touted 
guy who will start the year as 
the backup behind Jimmy Ga-
roppolo, but it will be hard for 
Garoppolo to hold him off  all 
year long. 

Patriots first-round pick 

Rams expect to have a strong season, and rookie Quarterbacks look to take over

Many notable rookies and 
players continue to develop 
their talents and stardom on 
the field and can help your 
fantasy dream team win the 
playoffs. 

Thinking about some draft 
choices this week will pos-
sibly make you forget about 
schoolwork, so we are here to 
help. 

Some players to target are 
Derrick Henry, the NFL’s 

BY ISAIAH MIESLE &
JUSTIN MALONE
Guest Writers

leading rusher last year with 
the Tennessee Titans, or Ste-
fon Diggs, the NFL’s top wide 
receiver last year with the 
Buffalo Bills. Diggs and quar-
terback Josh Allen should be 
a powerful duo this season, 
and Diggs’ fantasy value has 
risen because of  this. 

Christian McCaffrey, who 
is highly regarded as the 
best player in the league by 
many—such as ESPN fanta-
sy football analyst Matthew 
Berry — is another great op-
tion. 

Rookies to look out for 
include Trevor Lawrence, 
the number one overall pick 
in the 2021 NFL Draft and 
quarterback of  the Jackson-
ville Jaguars, as well as Justin 
Fields, the Ohio State pros-
pect who is now quarterback 
with the Chicago Bears. 

Although Lawrence and 
Fields might not be the best 
options for a fantasy team’s 
starting quarterback, they are 
good backups in case a starter 
gets hurt or struggles. 

The NFL season kicks 
off  tonight with an exciting 
matchup between the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers — the reign-
ing Super Bowl champions —
and the Dallas Cowboys.

The fantasy season starts 
now. Hopefully, you’re all set 
to draft a successful team. 
your league!

Fantasy football for beginners: how a league works

BY LUKE SERVELLO

How to manage your team and who to target in your fantasy drafts this year
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Bishop Sycamore: Not a real school
On the heels of  their em-

barrassing 58-0 defeat on 
national television to IMG 
Academy and their ensuing 
scandal, new Bishop Syca-
more (BS) head football coach 
Tyren Jackson said that Bish-
op Sycamore is not even a 
school. Rather, they are mere-
ly a post-graduate football 
program in Ohio.  

The recent revelation is 
sure to create scheduling 
problems for high schools 
teams who currently have 
Bishop Sycamore on their 
schedule.

Since the 2020-2021 high 
school football season, BS had 
been playing other elite Ohio 
high school football programs 
and losing. 

Game scores ranged from 
37-14 to 56-6, both resulting 
in losses. In fact, the football 
program did not record a sin-
gle win in their short season. 
All set to continue their foot-
ball season this year, Bishop 
Sycamore scheduled a nation-
ally televised game against 
IMG Academy on Aug. 29. 

The scandal came to life 
here. IMG Academy, high 
school sportscasters or any 
coaches did not seem to have 
a proper and updated roster 
for Bishop Sycamore, nor did 
anyone seem to know where 
the school came from or who 

the coach was despite being 
pitted against some of  the 
top football programs in the 
country. 

Bishop Sycamore was even 
alleged to have multiple Divi-

sion I recruits, however, that 
was also proven to be false. 

Their former head coach, 
Leroy Johnson, had outstand-
ing warrants for his arrest 
and was fired from the organi-

Xavier men’s soccer im-
pressed this past weekend in 
two games, with a win against 
Ohio State University (OSU) 
and a narrow loss to Indiana, 
the top-ranked team in the 
country.

Match One occurred on 
Friday in Bloomington, Ind. 
at Bill Armstrong Stadium 
against OSU.

Xavier had an incredibly 
strong performance, winning 
2-1 in a closely contested 
matchup. In terms of  shots, 
the two teams were nearly 
even. 

The Musketeers ended 
with one less total shot than 
the Buckeyes, but they had a 
higher percentage of  shots on 
goal than OSU. 

Xavier also played a cleaner 
game, finishing with six fouls 
compared to Ohio State’s 11. 
Junior forward Karsen Hen-
derlong secured the Muske-
teers’ first goal, unassisted in 
the 73rd minute of  the game. 

Sophomore midfielder Je-
rome Jolly scored just three 
minutes later to push Xavier 
ahead in the match at the 76th 
minute marker.

The second contest of  the 
weekend was played on Labor 
Day, with Xavier going up 
against the top ranked Indi-
ana Hoosiers.The game was 
close despite ending in a 1-0 

defeat for Xavier. Defensively, 
the Musketeers played well, 
allowing only one goal and 
five shots for Indiana. 

Penalties were a problem 

for Xavier, however, recording 
11 fouls and two yellow cards. 
Following the game, Xavier 
moved to 3-1 on the season.

Looking ahead, Xavier has 

Bishop Sycamore, who it turns out is not a real high school, got embarassed on ESPN by IMG Academy. 
Newswire photo by Joe Clark

zation when his criminal past 
was revealed after the IMG 
game.  

Following the recent un-
folding of  the Bishop Syca-
more story, many Ohio high 

schools are now faced with 
a major problem concerning 
their season. 

After competing against BS 
last year, many top Ohio foot-
ball teams were scheduled to 
play BS again.

That has since changed, 
as all schools scheduled to 
play Bishop Sycamore have 
dropped these games from 
their schedule. 

This creates an interest-
ing situation for many high 
schools, most notably top-
ranked St. Edward High 
School in Lakewood. 

Per the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association regular 
season regulations for football 
say the season consists of  10 
games. 

While it’s not too far into 
the season, finding another 
game to add could prove diffi-
cult for Ohio high schools. St. 
Edward High School recently 
tweeted that they needed an-
other game for their regular 
season, and asked readers to 
contact the athletic director 
with serious offers. 

Other schools like Massil-
lon Washington and St. Ig-
natius High School — high 
ranking Ohio football schools 
— were also scheduled to play 
a game against Bishop Syca-
more this season, and they’ll 
likely try to find another op-
ponent. Hopefully, that oppo-
nent will be from a real school.

Men’s soccer goes 1-1 in tournament

two home games this week-
end with one at 6 p.m. against 
Chicago State on Friday and 
one against Northwestern on 
Sunday.

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

BY MARTY DUBECKY
Guest Writer

Sports
Banter

Women’s soccer ranked
Following their win over the 

University of  Illinois last 
week, Xavier women’s soccer 

entered the United Soccer 
Coaches national poll as the 
No. 23 team in the country. 
They take on Ball State to-

night and Loyola on Sunday.

Watt will he make?
Pittsburgh Steelers outside 
linebacker T.J. Watt is due 
for an extension that will 

make him the highest-paid 
defensive player in the NFL. 

While Watt and the team 
are still negotiating, my 

prediction is a deal gets done 
before the Steelers’ Week 1 

game on Sunday. I think he’ll 
sign for five years and $143 
million, with partial guaran-
tees that total close to $80 

million.

Yeah Jeets!
Former Yankees shortstop 

Derek Jeter, who was almost 
known as much for his off-

the-field exploits as those on 
the field (look up this head-
line), was officially inducted 
into the National Baseball 

Hall of  Fame in a ceremony 
yesterday.

Xavier men’s soccer picked up a win over Ohio State on Friday night before losing 1-0 to Indiana on Monday. 
The Musketeers advanced to 3-1 on the young season and have two home games coming up this weekend.

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer



Arts & Entertainment xaviernewswire.comSeptember 9, 202110

Xavier’s Theatre Depart-
ment is opening American 
Idiot next week, kicking off  
their season with their first 
full-capacity show in almost 
two years. The excitement 
swirling around the show is 
multifaceted, and the anticipa-
tion of  the return of  live per-
formance is electrifying. 

American Idiot is a rock mu-
sical centered around the mu-
sic from the Green Day album 
of  the same name, as well as 
their follow-up album 21st 
Century Breakdown. The show 
follows the lives of  three 
young people as they struggle 
to make sense of  a  post- 9/11 
world. 

XU Theatre makes rocking return
The Xavier Theatre rendi-

tion of  this two-time Tony- 
winning production has the 
force of  long-repressed art-
ists driving it. 

“The audience can expect 
two years of  pent-up ener-
gy being unleashed on stage 
through the rock music of  
Green Day. This group of  
student artists are creating a 
special show,” Director Ste-
phen Skiles stated.

The student anticipation 
of  this performance is highly 
charged, not simply because 
they have been unable to per-
form for so long, but also be-
cause the theatre department 
selected, casted and began 
rehearsing this show prior to 
the pandemic.  

“Since the show was se-

lected two years ago, there 
has been a ton of  anticipation 
from not only the original 
cast from 2019, but the in-
coming classes from the past 
two years. We had to recast 
several roles from the seniors 
that graduated. Everyone in 
our department is psyched for 
this show to run,” Anthony 
Contreras, a junior musical 
theater major playing Joshua 
in the show, explained.

The recasting process 
brings a new life to this show 
and even allowed for some 
fresh directional decisions to 
be made by Stephen Skiles. 

“We lost multiple people 
from the show due to gradu-
ation and they are missed. But 
it gave us the opportunity to 
look at the show a bit differ-
ently, and we made some more 
interesting casting choices 
because of  it. For example, we 
cast multiple females in his-
torically male roles, which has 
really added a depth to some 
of  the storytelling,” Skiles 
said, 

Aside from being the re-
turn of  the live theatrical per-
formance in full force, Ameri-
can Idiot drums up even more 
excitement as it is a collabora-

tion between Xavier Theatre 
and Xavier music. The live 
band featured in the show is 
entirely made up of  Xavier 
students. 

With the magic of  theater 
and the power of  music on 
its side, the Xavier produc-
tion of  American Idiot has the 
makings of  a dazzling season 
opener. 

Running from Sept. 17-19,  
students can buy tickets at 
ShowTix4U.com. 

“If  you like Green Day, 
live theatre and/or musicals, 
you won’t want to miss this,” 
Skiles concluded. 

The music festival Bonna-
roo in Manchester, Tenn. was 
canceled this year after Hur-
ricane Ida flooded the festival 
grounds. The festival plans to 
refund its audience this year 
and seeks to rebook in June of  
2022. 

Originally set for Sept. 2-5, 
Bonnaroo officials canceled 
the show abruptly on Aug. 
31, only two days prior to the 
start of  the festival. Bonna-
roo subsequently released a 
statement on Twitter, saying, 
“While this weekend’s weath-
er looks outstanding, current-
ly Centeroo is waterlogged 
in many areas, the ground is 
incredibly saturated on our 
tollbooth paths, and the camp-
grounds are flooded.” 

Festival officials say they 
tried their best to accommo-
date attendees who were al-
ready on their way, as they 
offered an alternative perfor-
mance in a local amphitheater 
in Nashville with small head-
liners. They also promoted 
the merchandise the festival 
had already produced for the 
2021 year, donating $5 from 
every item sold to Hurricane 
Ida relief. 

The expected number of  

attendees was set to be around 
80,000 for the festival camp-
grounds, with the cheapest 
ticket, the general admission 
ticket, costing $329 along 
with fees. 

Many of  the ticket hold-
ers were outraged, replying 
to the statement in complete 
frustration that they have al-
ready driven a tiring amount 

of  hours to get to Tennessee. 
Along with the hours in 

the car, all attendees were re-
quired to show vaccination 
cards or a negative COVID-19 
test within the last 72 hours 
to get into the fairgrounds. 

Top performances set for 
Bonnaroo this year featured 
artists such as Lizzo, Ty-
ler, the Creator, Jack Harlow, 

Tame Impala, and the Foo 
Fighters. Some of  the artists 
were also scheduled to per-
form in 2020, when the fes-
tival was canceled due to the 
pandemic.

Lizzo was on track to make 
history as the first female 
headliner for Bonnaroo. She 
commented on the cancel-
lation of  the festival on her 

Instagram story, noting that 
safety comes first and that she 
hopes everyone is taking care 
of  themselves. Multiple other 
headliners followed these sen-
timents, offering compassion 
and love towards the festival 
and those affected by the hur-
ricane. 

The festival was also set to 
host over 100 vendors in food 
and craft beer. Many vendors 
have faced extreme financial 
repercussions, losing thou-
sands of  dollars in revenue. 

A vendor couple made 
headlines when they noted 
that Coffee County, the county 
the festival resides in, would 
not give them a $200 refund 
for the business permit they 
bought to vend at the festival. 

The vendors aren’t the 
only people experiencing a 
monetary loss. The state of  
Tennessee is forecasted to 
suffer financially from the 
cancellation, as data shows 
the Bonnaroo festival in 2019 
earned nearly $52 million for 
the state. 

Though refunds were of-
fered for 2021, the festival will 
not be allowing tickets to roll 
over into the 2022 festival. 

Bonnaroo organizers en-
couraged attendees to remain 
positive and prepare for the 
festival in June of  2022.

 Photo courtesy of Creative Commons

Popular music festival Bonnaroo was canceled due to the horrible weather conditions of  Hurricane Ida. While 
many fans are left disappointed with the cancellation, refunds were offered to all those supposed to attend.   

Festival canceled in tumultuous wake of hurricane 
BY EMILY CROFT

BY EMMA STEVENS
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BY AVERY STRYCHASZ

Graeter’s: It’s the one place 
that has bonded Xavier stu-
dents for decades. In memo-
riam of  the Xavier location’s 
closure on Monday, we have 
compiled a comprehensive 
list of  what your flavor choice 
says about you!

Madagascar Vanilla Bean
If  you get this flavor, your 

favorite foods are probably 
mac and cheese and chicken 
tenders, and that’s okay. But 
let’s be honest, unless you 
are making a boujee root beer 
float, your $5 is better spent 
elsewhere. 

Dutch Milk Chocolate 
Anyone who gets this fla-

vor is doing pretty well for 
themselves. Dutch Milk Choc-
olate signals stability and 
self-awareness with the oc-
casional tendency to self-de-
struct. 

Dark Chocolate Brownie 
This flavor is a cry for help. 

You are going through it right 
now and just need a hug.

Cookies n’ Cream 
You are all about making 

life comfortable. Your favorite 
things include chicken noodle 
soup, Hallmark movies and 
reminiscing about the good 
ole’ high school days. 

Oregon Strawberry
You are all for the aesthetic 

things in life. Whenever you 
go to Graeter’s, you always 
take a cute VSCO-type photo 
to post on Instagram later. 

Getting to know a Graeter you 

“The Original” 
Salted Caramel

You think you are better 
than most people on campus 
and are probably a business 
major. You also probably 
think “finger guns” are still a 
good way to greet people. 

Vienna Coffee
You like the metaphysical 

discussion in life. For exam-
ple, why would someone take 
a very hot beverage and de-
cide to freeze it?

Caramel Macchiato
This flavor means you are 

attempting to start “adult-
ing.” But let’s be honest, the 
key word here is “attempting.”

 
Maple Cinnamon Crunch
There is a lot to unpack 

here: You are a diverse indi-
vidual who is constantly over 
involving themselves. Driven 
by your passions, you can of-

ten fail to see the big picture 
in search of  living that carpe 
diem lifestyle. 

Butter Pecan
Bless your heart, you are 

the sweetest kind of  person 
out there. You are also prob-
ably from the South because 
only a true Southerner or 
someone older than 75 has 
this flavor in their Top Three. 

150th Birthday Cake
You like to live every day 

like it’s your birthday. Known 
as the life of  the party, you 
thrive in environments where 
they play Pitbull 24/7. 

Cotton Candy
If  this is your go-to flavor, 

please, call your mom. Your 
laundry is ready for pick up.

Lemon Sorbet
People can find you confus-

ing, and they may not always 
understand your decisions. 
For example, why would 
someone get sorbet from an 
ice cream parlor? 

Raspberry Sorbet
Maybe you are trying to 

watch your sugar after having 
a carnival cookie every day 
from the Caf. It’s not worth it; 
just go get the Black Raspber-
ry Chip. 

Chocolate Chip
You typically prefer to play 

it safe, but every once in a 
while you go crazy, like “writ-
ing your notes in pink crazy.” 
Slow down there, wild child!

Mocha Chocolate Chip
Studies show that you only 

buy this flavor if  you are a 
stressed-out nursing major 
after your 12-hour clinical. 
Keep going babe, we believe 
in you!

Peanut Butter
Chocolate Chip

This flavor goes out to all 
those exploratory majors out 
there. Is this flavor better as a 
candy or an ice cream? I don’t 
know. You decide. 

Toffee Chocolate Chip
I have never met anyone 

who has gotten this flavor, so 
the jury is still out on this one.

Coconut Chocolate Chip
You like piña coladas, but 

you do NOT like getting 
caught in the rain. 

Mint Chocolate Chip
You don’t like change. This 

has probably been your go to 
flavor since you were a wee 
child. It is time to broaden  
your horizons. 

Black Raspberry Chip
Like the pumpkin spice 

latte, nothing says “basic” 
more than a scoop of  BRC. 
That being said, this is the 
superior Graeter’s flavor, so 
you own that basic b*tch per-
sonality. Though you might 
want to slow down on those 
PSLs. It’s not a great financial 
decision and you have student 
loans.

I got a Graeter’s gift card, 
I’m spending my money 

with no regard, 
I’ve discovered my love for 

chocolate jimmies, 
My gift card and my sprin-
kles make me want to shim-

my.

I went home this last week-
end, 

So no Graeter’s for me. 
Tears most definitely had 

been shed, 
As I was plagued by misery.

Roses are red, 
Violets are blue,

I went to Graeter’s with 
Newswire today, 

And they love Graeter’s 
too.

I love Graeter’s with all my 
heart, 

But for the summer, I must 
depart. 

I promise I’ll be back soon, 
In July, August and the fall 

semester, too. 

I love Graeters, 
yes I do!

I love Graeters, 
Especially the salted car-
amel chocolate chip dou-
ble scoop waffle cone with 

chocolate sprinkles. 

On a dreary day, 
With only clouds in the sky, 
A trip to get ice cream I pay,
And Graeter’s is my sun-

shine.

My beloved has forsaken 
me, 

I am sad to say,
Though, my love has yet to 

flee,
As Graeter’s is not too far 

away 
(The nearest location is now 

Hyde Park.)

If  the sun should melt from 
the sky, 

If  the ocean were to soon 
run dry, 

I might forever cry,
But my love for Graeter’s 

would never die.

What shall I get this time?
Cup, cone or shake? 

To have to choose one 
should be a crime,

And yet, a decision I must 
make. 

My love for Graeter’s shall not 
perish, 

Even as I say goodbye.
Ice cream is something I will al-

ways cherish, 
Despite Graeter’s no longer be-

ing by my side. 

Graeter’s: An adventure in poetry
BY CHLOE SALVESON
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Aries: Have faith in your ideas. 
Remember: You will never have 
a worse idea then the Xavier IT 
guy who was like, “Hmm, I think 

logging into your Xavier account is 
too easy. We should make it so you 
have to answer a phone call. Every. 

Single. Time.” 

Libra: Never judge a man by his 
neckbeard. He may not be an incel; 
he may have just forgotten to shave 

this morning. 

Cancer: Your quest for this week 
is to have an epic showdown in the 
Clock Tower Lounge, culminating 
in you throwing your opponent out 
the window the moment the mid-

night gong sounds. It will be #epic. 

Leo: Sometimes in life, you gotta be 
the life of the party. But sometimes, 

it’s OK just to be the quiet one 
standing in the corner, petting the 

host’s dog. 

Virgo: There is now a golf  cart 
that will pick you up and drive you 
around campus, like a Xavier Uber. 

Unfortunately, like Uber, all the 
drivers are weirdos who will spend 
the whole ride complaining about 

their ex-wife.

Taurus: Sometimes priorities 
shift and you need to drop a class. 
That’s totally fine. The stars won’t 

judge you. Go ahead and drop 
that math class so you have more 
time to watch The D’Amelio Show. 
That’s completely understandable. 

Scorpio: Put on your best cherry 
lip gloss, girl, ‘cause this weekend 

you’re gonna make out with the hot 
country boy of your dreams. He 

will taste like Budweiser and Skoal.

Aquarius: Never be afraid to be 
yourself ! Unless, of  course, you’re 
that friend who always brings up 

politics despite the fact no one 
agrees with you. Then, please be 

very afraid.

Capricorn: The stars want you 
to host a surprise party for your 

friend who’s having a rough 
semester. Unfortunately, that is all 

of them, including you.

Sagittarius: You are cursed to 
never host a good BBQ. No matter 

how many Beyond burgers you 
buy, there will always be more 

damn vegans. 

Gemini: It’s a lovely day, and 
this weekend will only be love-
lier. You know what that means: 
Time to sit by the Husman stage 
and pray that Dancing Elliot will 

make an appearance. 

Pisces: Au revoir, Graeter’s. 
Don’t be too sad about this. UDF 

has ice cream too. Arguably 
better, if you like your ice cream 
to taste like someone just vaped 

on it. 

As fall rapidly approaches, so too does football season. 
And as football season rapidly approaches, so too does 
fantasy football season. But who wants to do normal, 

old fantasy football? �at’s lame and totally pre-pandemic. So here’s a few 
new and exciting ideas for you and “the boys” to try out (or don’t, I’m not 
your mom).

Fantasy Bingo: Nothing gets the blood 
�owing quite like a game of bingo at 
the senior center, and it’s only gotten 
better! Now, you can pick your favorite 
players in a game that totally doesn’t 
have any luck involved in it. Be care-
ful, though. Your star player may have 
some heart issues, so you might want 
to get a back-up (or two, or three).

Fantasy Fantasy Football: You’ve al-
ready drank the fantasy football Kool-
Aid, could a little more hurt? Simply 
dra� the sports bros that you think 
dra�ed the best fantasy football team 
and make the fantasy fantasy football 
team of your fantasies. 

Fantasy Poker: I don’t believe it gets 
more meta than gambling on gam-
bling, so here’s a chance to get ahead 
of it. Besides, it’s not like losing a little bit more money will do you any 
harm… right?

Fantasy WNBA: I mean… maybe this �nally gets you to actually watch 
the WNBA.

Fantasy NASCAR: For whenever you have the need — the need for 
speed. Now get on that couch of yours and watch an exhilarating 800 le� 
turns!

Fantasy Professional Cornhole: First o�: Yes, this is a real thing. Second, 
does it get much better than betting on an imaginary team of middle-aged 
dads with WAY too much free time? Yeah, I didn’t think so.

Fantasy SGA: Actually, you know what? No, there’s no way we can get 
away with this. We learned our lesson last week. And you think we’re try-
ing to take risks again a�er the “Hit It From the Back” page? �at was our 
risky page for the semester. SGA, you got o� easy this time.

Fantasy Politics: 
Why stop at student 
politicians when 
there are gobs of 
talent out there in 
the real world? Pick 
from your favorite 
Democrats and Re-
publicans, or at least 
the ones you don’t 
hate. You get bonus 
points for every 
time a scandal pops 
up, so good luck!

BY GRADY BORIS

Guest Writer
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