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From Mexico to Morocco, CIE brings opportunities to explore new interests
Study abroad: A world of learning

The Center for Inter-
national Education (CIE) 
is encouraging students to 
consider studying abroad de-
spite unique pandemic-driven 
challenges, as exemplified by 
the recommencement of  the 
in-person study abroad fair 
last month. 

Assistant Director for Edu-
cation Abroad LeeAnn Scher-
bauer offered insight on what 
was available to students at 
the fair, in addition to tables 
offering an array of  countries 
and programs.

“This is one of  our signa-
ture events that allows stu-
dents to explore all of  our 
study abroad programs in one 
place,” she said. “Students are  
able to meet with Xavier fac-

ulty who offer study abroad 
programs as well as learn 
about semester and short-
term options run through 
partner universities.”

The fair outlined oppor-
tunities to travel to five con-
tinents, with Xavier faculty 
leading eight programs. Most 
programs offered are ma-
jor-specific; however, study 
abroad programs are available 
to all students regardless of  
major to fill core curriculum 
requirements as well.

At the fair, the CIE intro-
duced two new trips. A spring 
semester trip to Cuernavaca, 
Mexico for junior social work 
majors called “Social Work in 
a Latin American Context” 
will be offered  through Augs-
burg University.

The second new program 
is a London-based trip for 
biology and biomedical sci-

ence majors called “STEM in 
London” that will be provided 
through Arcadia Abroad. This 
program will last through the 
spring semester of  students’ 
sophomore year. Both new 
study abroad trips will offer 
major-specific courses and 
elective courses.

Scherbauer expects more 
short-term programs to be 
announced in the future. 

“The Education Abroad 
side of  the Center for Inter-
national Education supports 
students throughout the en-
tire journey of  the study 
abroad process,” Scherbauer 
said. “We interact with stu-
dents initially through out-
reach activities and advising.”

The CIE also offers finan-
cial resources for students. 
The center offers informa-
tion sessions and advisors for 
scholarships for trips abroad. 

Madi Crickmer, a senior 
French and international 
studies double major,  studied 
abroad last semester in Lyon, 
France.

During the planning phase, 
Crickmer worked with the 
CIE to make sure her trip 
went smoothly. 

“(The CIE) was super help-
ful with everything. They 
definitely made everything a 
lot easier,” Crickmer said.

The CIE helped Crickmer 
set up her visa and ticketing. 

Scherbauer was also in contact 
with Crickmer while abroad, 
emailing biweekly check-ups 
to ensure that she was taken 
care of  in France.

The CIE also helped Crick-
mer confirm that the trip 
was still happening due to 
COVID-19 complications.

“Honestly, I didn’t even 
think I would be able to go,” 
Crickmer said. “Two weeks 
after I got there, they com-
pletely shut down the border 
and wouldn’t let anyone in no 
matter what.”

“Many of  the COVID-19 
measures are dictated by 
the country of  study rather 
than Xavier,” Scherbauer ex-
plained. Crickmer lived with 
several COVID-19 safety pre-
cautions while studying in 
France.

In addition to travel restric-
tions and face mask require-
ments, Crickmer also faced a 
6 p.m. curfew that, if  broken, 
resulted in a hefty fine. 

Toward the final week of  
her trip, restrictions relaxed 
and Crickmer enjoyed her 
experience more. The curfew 
was moved from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and was eventually re-
moved, allowing Crickmer to 
enjoy Lyon more freely.

COVID-19 also impacted 
the education Crickmer re-
ceived overseas. 

“Normally, we would have 
Students have the opportunity to study abroad in various programs 

outings to different cities and 
other areas of  France. We 
weren’t allowed to do any of  
that,” Crickmer explained.

Her college in Lyon provid-
ed hybrid classes four days a 
week. Crickmer ultimately en-
joyed her learning experience. 

“You just kind of  have to 
make the most of  what it is,” 
Crickmer explained. “The 
school offered a lot of  activ-
ities to try and get everyone 
(involved).”  

Though she was not al-
lowed to travel across France, 
Crickmer saw benefits of  
staying in Lyon. 

She explored the city and 
familiarized herself  with 
Lyon over the semester.

Despite COVID-19’s im-
pact, Crickmer never report-
ed feeling unsafe due to the 
pandemic. She noticed that 
vaccines were limited, and the 
locals were hesitant to adhere 
to mask guidelines. 

Crickmer ultimately en-
joyed her travel abroad ex-
perience and recommends it 
to students, despite possible 
COVID-19 enforcements. She 
believes her study abroad ex-
perience taught her to adapt 
to a new and extreme situa-
tion.  

“Take the risk. Take the 
plunge. It might seem scary, 
overwhelming, but it’s 100%  
worth it,” she said.

Your next online Musketeer match is waiting...
Students are locking down 

their soulmates and future 
spouses as Xavier Marriage 
Pact makes its way through 
campus. 

According to the program’s 
website, the pact is “an infor-
mal agreement between two 
people — if  both parties re-
main unmarried and without 
prospects after a certain peri-
od of  time — to simply marry 
each other.” 

For some students, the 
Xavier Marriage Pact (XMP) 
is a backup plan if  it doesn’t 
work out with that special 
someone. 

This project began at Stan-
ford in 2017 as an assignment 
for an economics and market-
ing class. The original cre-
ators — Liam McGregor and 
Sophia Sterling-Angus — cre-
ated an algorithm that would 
match students up based on 
preference and compatibility. 
Now, at Stanford, over 73% of  
students use the program. 

As of  February 2021, some 
form of  the Marriage Pact has 
spread to 30 colleges across 
the U.S., with over 90,000 par-
ticipants and 45,000 matches. 

Similar to the original 
Marriage Pact, XMP is run 
entirely by students. Accord-
ing to the document outlining 

the principles and practices, 
four anonymous Xavier stu-
dents brought the Marriage 
Pact to campus in March 2021 
with the hopes of  it being “a 
fun way to create the kind of  
connection we’re all missing 
right now.” 

The algorithm is designed 
to match each participant up 
with someone who will not 
only align with the demo-
graphic they are seeking, but 
also align with their “core val-

ues — what you care about 
deep down.” 

Via XMP, students are 
asked four types of  questions. 

The survey asks for contact 
information, which is simply 
one’s name and email. It also 
asks demographic informa-
tion, such as one’s school year, 
sexual orientation, political 
affiliation and religious be-
liefs. It then moves onto 50 
questions that reflect one’s 
personal values, like comfort 

with drugs, personal beliefs 
about honesty and sense of  
humor. 

All of  these questions are 
designed to get a full account 
of  one’s lifestyle regarding 
principles and preferences. 

 The creators have includ-
ed a link under some of  their 
more controversial  questions, 
labeled, “See more: Why we 
ask this question.”  This cate-
gory of  agree/disagree ques-
tions includes statements like 

BY TESS DANKOSKI “I’m comfortable with my 
child being gay” and “Abor-
tion should always be legal.”

Lastly, the questionnaire 
asks which of  the core-value 
beliefs about which students 
were asked about are the most 
important to them. 

This may be political affil-
iation,  substance use or even 
how they want to raise their 
kids. These meta questions al-
low the algorithm to “custom-
ize your match.” 

At the end of  the question-
naire, it gives the student tak-
ing the survey the option to 
send the link anonymously to 
anyone of  their choosing. Af-
ter submitting the questions, 
it encourages them to send it 
to their crush, saying, “We’ll 
let them know — anonymous-
ly — that they’ve got a secret 
admirer, and we’ll send them 
the link so you two have a 
chance at matching.” 

XMP says that all informa-
tion shared through the site 
is private and protected; no 
one on the launch team has 
access to any of  the personal 
data submitted. Additionally, 
matches don’t get to see the 
specific answers to the ques-
tions that their match filled 
out. The launch team assess-
es whether the app is running 
smoothly by receiving sum-
mary statistics.

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER 
AND  GRADY BORIS

www.
xavier.marriagepact.com,

Newswire 
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Kishida, the new Japanese prime minister, is a manga and anime fan.

Anime a�cionado, worrying wedgies, ninjas

Biden’s “Build Back Better” agenda consists of a social policy bill and a bipartisan infrastructure bill. The 
legislation has become entangled with attempts to raise the federal debt limit, a move Republicans oppose.

ICIJ releases Pandora Papers
BY IVY LEWIS
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“Build Back Better” divides Dems
U.S. government faces shutdown, may default on debts if issues go unsolved
BY SPENCER TRACY
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To the Xavier community, 
Aspiring Anti-Racist Al-

lies (AARA) is an affinity 
group of  approximately fif-
ty self-identified White staff, 
faculty and alumni who want 
to become anti-racist, anti-su-
premacist allies and examine 
our own ideas about race and 
racism. We meet every oth-
er week to discuss readings 
and current events. Our focus 
is on challenging ourselves 
and other White people to 
take responsibility for racist 
oppression. We welcome op-
portunities to communicate, 
collaborate and build relation-
ships with people of  color to 
challenge racism together. 

As such, we are writing 
this open letter in response 
to Jeff  Coleman and Dave 
Johnson’s letter to students 
regarding the recent activi-
ties of  White supremacist ag-
itators on Xavier’s campus on 
Labor Day Weekend. We ap-
plaud the decision to address 
these actions. However, we 
have several serious concerns.

Recent events on the Xavi-
er campus have been more 
than “deeply offensive;” they 
have been traumatic, and that 
trauma has physical conse-
quences. Such emotional and 
epistemological violence is 
felt disproportionately by 
communities of  color at Xavi-
er and shared by us, a group 
of  aspiring anti-racist allies. 

We are currently dis-
cussing the book My Grand-
mother’s Hands by Dr. Resmaa 
Menakem, which discusses 
the intergenerational trauma 
in the bodies of  White Euro-
pean descendants and bodies 
of  color. This book provides 
a context to understand the 
real, visceral fear that stu-
dents of  color have reported 
and why they are hesitant to 
leave their dorm rooms after 
learning about the messag-
es from a White supremacy 
group being posted on cam-
pus.

The “us” versus “them” 
dichotomy is a false narra-
tive. The danger is not just 
from outside. When it comes 
to protecting and promoting 

White supremacy, the Xavi-
er community certainly bears 
significant responsibility. As 
an institution of  higher learn-
ing in America, and one with 
an all-too-often fraught rela-
tionship with the surrounding 
community, we are part of  
systems of  inequity that have 
not required the actions of  a 
“them” to perpetuate White 
supremacist views. Evidence 
of  our complicity can be found 
from the classroom to the 
dorm room and everywhere 
in between, and we must be 
willing to acknowledge this 
fact and hold ourselves to ac-
count if  we want to be agents 
of  real change.

Additionally, we want to 
strongly resist the logic that 
preventing the recent vio-
lations of  our campus com-
munity would “require that 
we cultivate a dramatically 
different campus experience, 
adopting measures that would 
shift our campus into a far 
more guarded, exclusive, and 
insular space.” On the con-
trary, any hope at a more just 
and loving Xavier community 
rests on our having the cour-
age to take real and decisive 
action towards community 
building. This community 
building should be rooted in 
a clear and honest account 
of  our complicity in White 
supremacy and a willingness 
to recognize trauma daily en-
dured by not only Black and 
Indigenous people of  color 
(BIPOC) members of  our 
community, but in us all.

Given the long history of  
police violence against BIPOC 
in America, emphasizing a po-
lice response has the poten-
tial to further unsettle rath-
er than reassure our Xavier 
community. An overpolicing 
of  Black and Brown bodies 
in our shared histories means 
that any conversation of  in-
creased police scrutiny needs 
to be weighed and contextu-
alized with the utmost care. 
We could provide resources 
on how the intersection of  
police training and experience 
and people of  color’s experi-
ence with the police leads to 

police not being perceived as 
protecting. 

In addition to the book 
mentioned above, last se-
mester some of  us read so-
cial psychologist Dr. Jenni-
fer Eberhardt’s book, Biased: 
Uncovering the Hidden Prej-
udice That Shapes What We 
See, Think and Do, which also 
describes workshops she has 
done with members of  police 
forces to help them unpack 
some of  their automatic re-
sponses.

The above may feel ab-
stract, so we want to provide a 
concrete example of  how this 
can go wrong. When we tell 
students that campus police 
can do little to protect them, 
we are also looking to policing 
to solve issues at the basket-
ball courts. The different reac-
tions to these two episodes are 
quite striking. 

With the White suprema-
cist vandalism, we seem to be 
saying that there is nothing 
further we can do to protect 
students because we want an 
open campus. With the bas-
ketball courts, we seem to be 
saying that we are willing to 
close off  this part of  campus 
to protect students. The racial 
components of  this seem all 
too stark. We can do nothing 
to protect students of  color 
and others from a fascist, an-
ti-Semitic group. Still, we can 
protect students at the basket-
ball courts by taking measures 
that will likely keep out people 
of  color. We need to look for a 
solution that is inclusive.

We encourage senior lead-
ership and the Xavier com-
munity to think beyond the 
paradigm of  policing as the 
only solution. We need to en-
gage in community building. 
A first step could be a con-
versation on how we come 
together to tackle vandalism 
on our campus. Some say such 
conversations never lead to 
action, but the attacks by the 
White supremacist groups 
are something new, and we 
need to hear the voices of  the 
students, staff  and faculty 
who are internalizing these 
attacks. We envision coming 

together as students (who are 
already taking the initiative to 
voice their own concerns, as is 
evident in the recent Newswire 
opinion piece by Charlie Gst-
alder), faculty, staff, adminis-
tration, alumni and communi-
ty members. 

We must listen, we must 
understand, we must learn 
and we must work together 
to build on what has already 
been done and supported by 
Xavier, including the research 
about Xavier’s connection to 
slavery; the renaming of  Fen-
wick Hall; the Truth, Racial 
Healing and Reconciliation 
grants offered to campus and 
the research and expertise of  
our professors and staff.

Instead of  addressing cam-
pus incidents one at a time, we 
think that one component of  
community building would 
be leveraging our educational 
assets in an ongoing, produc-
tive dialogue to further our 
understanding of  fascism, 
anti-Semitism, racism and the 
tools to resist these hateful 
ideologies. Many places on 
campus have a piece of  this 
puzzle; if  we can bring all of  
us together, we can build on 
our resources and make our 
actions more effective.

Foundations have been laid, 
but significant work remains 
if  we want to truly call our-
selves an anti-racist institu-
tion and embody what we 
committed ourselves to when 
we approved the Xavier Uni-
versity President’s Cabinet’s 
Commitment to Fight against 
Racism and the Faculty As-
sembly Commitment to Fight 
against Racism, Anti-Black 
Racism and White Suprema-
cy. 

We do all this so that we 
support and encourage the 
full realization of  our commu-
nity’s potential, but especially 
in the spirit of  solidarity and 
kinship, cura personalis and 
the other Jesuit values com-
municated in Manresa and 
GOA. By standing alongside 
and giving special attention 
to those most vulnerable to a 
racist system, we enact those 
values. We must do more to be 

the people for others that we 
are called to be.

Admittedly, this is not easy, 
but we believe that Xavier has 
the resources to do this work. 
We are willing to engage with 
the Xavier community in this 
critical work. We invite fac-
ulty, staff  and senior lead-
ership to contact any of  the 
facilitators listed below and 
to join AARA. We encourage 
students to contact or join 
the Xavier Student Asprining 
Anti-Racist Allies group by 
reaching out to Angela Gray-
Girton in the Center for Faith 
and Justice. 

In an effort to foster mean-
ingful conversations and build 
community, we have also 
shared this letter with Xavi-
er’s senior leadership and mul-
tiple groups across campus to 
support those who have been 
impacted, particularly BIPOC 
students, staff  and faculty.

Respectfully, 
The faculty, staff  and alum-

ni members of  Xavier Uni-
versity Aspiring Anti-Racist 
Allies (AARA).

Facilitators and co-au-
thors for AARA are:

Tracey DuEst, associate di-
rector of  institutional diversi-
ty and inclusion  

Angela Gray-Girton, assis-
tant director of  service and 
justice in the Center for Faith 
and Justice

Wendy Maxian, associate 
professor and chair of  the 
communication department

Thomas Strunk, associate 
professor/director of  classics 
and modern languages pro-
gram and director of  faculty 
programs in the Center for 
Mission and Identity

Andrea Wawrzusin, uni-
versity registrar

Additional Co-Authors:
James E. Wermers, XU 

Class of  2003 
Irene B. Hodgson, Profes-

sor Emeritus and Adjunct 
Carol Scheeer, Program 

Director/Chair/Associate 
Professor, Occupational Ther-
apy Department  

A letter on the vandalism response
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The window for revolution has closed
“The history of  all hith-

erto existing society is a his-
tory of  class struggle,” Ger-
man historians, economists 
and revolutionary theorists 
Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engles said. But it seems 
that there is a clear winner 
of  this struggle. 

Between the two contend-
ing classes, it’s obvious that 
the bourgeois are the victors 
of  the class war. We see it 
from  the fact that only six 
companies have control of  
90% of  the media, to the 
American worker’s inability 
to negotiate with their em-
ployers. 

It is idealistic to deny it 
further; change is close to 
impossible due to the sub-
standard conditions of  
modern American workers, 
as well as the ruling class’s 
ever-growing control over 
state, property and educa-
tion. We must realize that 
the advent of  a Communist 
revolution in the 21st centu-
ry is far beyond the scope of  
reason. 

A common thought in 
Communist circles is that the 
proletariat will be fully capa-
ble of  forcefully destroying 
anything that implicitly and 
explicitly oppresses and stu-

pefies them. Enamored with 
hope, the modern Maoist 
and Marxist-Leninist “or-
ganizations’’ in the U.S. are 
eager to replicate the social, 
political and economic ref-
ormations made by earlier 
groups, such as the Black 
Panther Party of  the U.S., 
the Bolsheviks of  Russia or 
the Chilean Socialist Party.  

However, the reality is that 
the necessary conditions for 
a violent overthrow are non-
existent and will continue to 
be nonexistent. The Ameri-
can empire’s suppression of  
anti-state action over the last 
40 years has completely cas-
trated the people’s will for 
any form of  revolution. 

In the previous century, 
the state did not crush the 
necks of  dissenters as hard. 
Rather, they allowed them 
to at least gasp for hope. It 
was because of  this strict yet 
improperly maintained re-
pression that revolution was 
possible in Russia, Burki-
na Faso, Chile, Cuba and so 
on. However, since the latter 
half  of  the 20th century, the 
ruling classes have learned 
from their errors and have 
now crafted their methods 
of  oppression with near sur-
gical precision.  

In our time, they have 
nipped the people’s hope 
from the root, rather than 
the bud. They have trampled 
on any questioning and re-
jection of  their authority. 

This includes the humil-
iation of  investigators such 
as Garry Web, who worked 
to uncover relations between 
the CIA’s attempts to over-
throw Nicaragua’s Marxist 
government and the CIA’s 
trafficking of  cocaine into 
the U.S. Another example is 
the FBI’s crackdown on lib-
eration groups such as the 
Black Panther Coalition in 
their attempts to radicalize 
and organize major Amer-
ican cities. The American 
elite has become more stead-
fast in its prevention of  any 
revolutionary action that 
harms the country’s status 
as a power to be reckoned 
with. 

In the 20th century, there 
existed a feasible possibility 
of  some form of  labor refor-
mation and cultural upheaval 
by many American Commu-
nist organizations. The U.S., 
in their error, had been le-
nient enough with anti-state 
action that Eugene Debs, an 
openly Communist presiden-
tial candidate, won 6% of  

the popular vote in the 1912 
election. 

The progress achieved 
by the Industiral Work-
ers of  the World and early 
20th-century anarchists in 
regards to labor reforms, 
most notably the The Black 
Panther Party and the Rain-
bow Coalition. They suc-
cessfully implemented Chi-
na’s former chairman Mao 
Zedong’s theories and es-
tablished the Breakfast Pro-
gram, the People’s Army 
and free education and med-
ical support programs in all  
their chapters. That is, until 
their dismemberment in the 
early ‘80s.  

However, these advance-
ments are nearly unimag-
inable in our current politi-
cal and cultural climate. 

The American population 
has missed its chance at a 
feasible revolt against the 
institutions that suppress 
them, and the bourgeois has 
better perfected their art of  
oppression. The Black and 
Indigenous, the homeless 
and the disabled, the wom-
an and the ill — they have 
no real representation in our 
government nor in our dete-
riorating workers’ unions. 

At the moment, all social 

organization attempts that 
do not coincide with the sta-
tus quo are shut down with 
unyielding force and are 
killed by Uncle Sam. 

One would ask, “So what 
is to be done, then?” To that, 
I say that it’s not a matter 
of  what should be done, but 
rather of  what we have left 
to choose. We can contin-
ue to live as slaves and die 
without any meaning. We 
can fight pointlessly in a war 
already won by the enemy. 
Or we can resort to self  de-
struction. 

Give up and writhe in de-
feat. Stop worshiping hope 
as one worships God. Re-
treat from your idealism. 
The Marxists of  this coun-
try must come to terms with 
reality; the Red Scare has 
finally frightened the Red 
Specter. We will never be 
free.

We have just received 
word of  the travel suspen-
sion for student organiza-
tions. As a club that is rooted 
in compliance with all uni-
versity guidelines and poli-
cies, we are deeply offended. 

Club sports is:
“a platform to participate 
in collegiate athletics, 
community involvement 
and service. We value 
student leadership, team-
work, ethical and respon-
sible behavior on and off  
the field, sportsmanship 
and respect for all.”
This is a direct quote from 

the Xavier University web-
site describing the nature of  
club sports. The university’s 
leadership is blatantly going 
against this mission state-
ment with the recent policy 

changes.
 

“Respect For All.”
 
As an organization, we 

have felt nothing but disre-
spected by the COVID-19 
Task Force and administra-
tion over the past two years. 
As varsity sports can con-
tinue to travel at full capac-
ity while following the same 
guidelines as the rest of  the 
school, we still have yet to 
understand why that same 
privilege does not extend to 
student organizations, spe-
cifically club sports. Still, the 
exception is extended to var-
sity athletics with no proper 
reasoning behind it.

 
“Ethical and Responsible 

Behavior.”

In the travel guideline 
statement, XU claims that 
“Travel is complex, and the 
concerns related to travel 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic stem from our abil-
ity to care for and support 
students who may develop 
symptoms while traveling.” 

As a virtually autonomous 
organization, all complex-
ities in travel are organized 
and planned by our individu-
al organizations and the club 
sports department with little 
to no help from the univer-
sity. We are all fully vacci-
nated and plan our itinerary 
around the current situation 
of  the pandemic, conscious 
of   how to  minimize risk for 
our members and surround-
ing community. We always 
aim for responsible behav-

ior and travel, never veering 
from the health and safety of  
our tight knit family.

No matter how “responsi-
ble” this policy change may 
seem, there is no uphold-
ing rationale behind it. We 
have all willingly been fully 
vaccinated and are ready to 
assume the risks with trav-
eling. As of  this moment, 
Xavier has only 10 positive 
and active cases among stu-
dents. These 10 students are 
not a sudden spike in cases; 
our student community has 
been at the plus or minus 10 
case count for the past few 
weeks. Responsibility is im-
portant but it is unreason-
able to shut down travel for 
all organizations.

As you evaluate the im-
plementation of  your new 

guidelines, we encourage 
you to take a step back and 
look at the greater picture. 
See the message you are 
conveying to your students 
and who you are choosing to 
support over others.

Signed, 
Xavier Club Baseball

Colin French is a the 
president of Club 
Baseball. He is a se-
nior marketing major 
and a guest writer for 
newswire from Chica-
go.

Waleed Majid is a 
sophomore Philoso-
phy, Politics and the 
Public major. He is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Cincinnati. 

An open letter on Club Sports
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him... We love it.”
To continue training for 

tennis in middle school, Pen-
nelli participated in various 
camps that picked the top re-
cruits in a region and trained 
them. 

“When I was 12 or 13, 
I did regional camps; they 
would pick the top four or 
five kids in my region in my 
age bracket, and we’d go to 
a camp for a whole weekend 
where we’d have coaches and 
pros just teach us,” Pennel-
li said. “I did multiple such 
camps, and they really helped 
my development. You meet 
coaches that have different 
perspectives… Luckily, I was 
ranked high enough to be in-
volved in those.” 

Pennelli moved to the 
South to play high school ten-
nis in Georgia when he was 
13, right after eighth grade. 

“That was a huge move for 
us, I’d never really been down 
south, didn’t know much 
about it… I had absolutely 
no friends or family there, 
maybe one distant cousin, but 

that’s about it,” Pennelli said. 
“It was tough, you know, new 
tennis academy. I had never 
done online schooling before, 
but looking back, I think the 
move was definitely beneficial 
for me and my parents,” he 
added. 

Pennelli’s junior year was 
cancelled due to COVID-19, 
but he was able to have a se-
nior season and play a few 
matches. He said that out of  
everything, the pandemic af-
fected him mentally the most. 

“Not being able to see 
friends or family, it made it 
very difficult to maintain re-
lationships and even to devel-
op new ones, because I just 
joined my new high school,” 
Pennelli said. “I feel like some 
of  my relationships, from my 
family back at home in Boston, 
have changed just because we 
weren’t able to see each other 
and keep in contact… That 
took a big toll on me mentally 
and relationship-wise.”

One thing that influenced 
his decision to play college 
tennis at Xavier was the 

amount of  friends he met; he 
knew members of  the tennis 
team even before he joined. 

Pennelli  met his current 
teammates through various 
tournaments prior to joining 
the tennis team. He also said 
that being a part of  college 
tennis would allow him to 
travel more, something that 
he loved to do. 

“I love to travel and seeing 
as we travel as a team every-
where around the country, it’s 
always great to see new plac-
es,” Pennelli said. 

He noted a massive differ-
ence in the level of  competi-
tion between college and high 
school tennis. 

“I played for a private high 
school. We won the state 
championship for Georgia, 
but college is just so differ-
ent,” Pennelli said. “You’re 
not just competing against 
people from the state. College 
tennis has so many interna-
tional players from around 
the world that are very, very 
talented, so it’s just fantastic.”

During the recruitment 

Marco Pennelli will look to make his mark for the Xavier men’s tennis team this season as a freshman. 
Pennelli is “one of the best competitors” on the team, Xavier tennis Assistant Coach Ryan Rasco said. 

Freshman tennis player impresses
period, he was in close con-
tact with Rasco via text and 
phone calls. 

“It was during COVID, so 
we weren’t able to see him 
play… turns out we love 
how he plays,” Rasco said. 
“You know, my first impres-
sion was he was a really good 
dude. It looked and sounded 
like he would really fit into 
the team chemistry and the 
environment we work real 
hard to build at Xavier.”

Rasco said that this is a 
young and hungry team and 
that everyone was very tal-
ented. He looked for people 
on the team to be willing to 
push each other to be better 
at every practice and want to 
be coached — Marco fits into 
this mold perfectly. 

“He has shown himself  to 
be the ultimate team guy. He’s 
great for team chemistry. The 
guys love to be around him, 
and he’s one of  the hard-
est workers we have... Even 
though he’s a freshman, ev-
erybody on the team kind of  
learns from him, how he prac-
tices,” Rasco said. 

“In the end, people want to 
be his teammates and around 
him off  the court, which is 
a sign you just got a good 
dude.”

Penneli said he’s enjoyed 
his experience so far. “I love 
this school.”

Xavier women’s soccer went 2-0 last week as they knocked off Villanova and Creighton in Big East play. 
The Musketeers improved to 10-1-1 on the season and will take on St. John’s and Seton Hall this week. 

Xavier women’s soccer 
continued their success as 
they capped off  a 2-0 week in 
the Big East Conference with 
wins against Villanova and 
Creighton. 

Both were fairly comfort-
able victories and were monu-
mental for the team after los-
ing an overtime thriller to the 
Georgetown Hoyas, who are 
ranked No. 25 in the country.

Xavier began their week 
at Corcoran Field against a 
struggling Villanova Wild-
cats. XU took a quick lead 
with a goal in the fourth 
minute from junior forward 
Emma Marcus, assisted by 
sophomore forward Sonia 
Vargas. This goal was the 
third of  the year for Marcus. 
The Musketeers took this 
momentum into the half  by 
holding this one goal lead 
and a 10-4 advantage in shots. 
The second half  was score-
less until senior midfielder 
Molly McLaughlin capital-
ized on a penalty kick in the 
79’ minute. 

The Musketeers then iced 
the game in the 87’ minute 
with a goal from freshman 
phenom Chloe Netzel. She 
leads the team with four goals 
on the season. She was assist-
ed by grad student midfielder 

Carrie Lewis on the play and 
made it a team-leading four 
assists for her on the season. 

Senior goalkeeper Oliv-
ia Jenkins received her ninth 

win of  the season and anoth-
er shutout. Xavier moved to 
9-1-1 on the season with a 
2-1 record in the conference. 
Villanova dropped to 6-5 on 

As a freshman college ten-
nis player at Xavier, Marco 
Pennelli dedicates almost ev-
ery moment of  his life to ten-
nis because of  his love for the 
sport. 

As early as grade school, 
Pennelli began to fall in love 
with the game and has spent 
the majority of  his life train-
ing and playing at the highest 
possible level. He continues 
to carry this passion through 
his role on the Xavier tennis 
team. 

“I started playing around 
the age of  seven or eight. I 
was in Boston, back where 
I grew up,” Pennelli said. “I 
kind of  like the individual 
part of  tennis. I love being a 
part of  a team, but I like how 
I control how good I want to 
be.”

XU tennis Assistant Coach 
Ryan Rasco commented on 
how competitive Pennelli is 
every day he comes to tennis. 

“He’s one of  the best com-
petitors we have on the team. 
He hates to lose any single 
point, and he makes you earn 
every single one,” Rasco said. 
“He just grinds through ev-
erything. He’s a guy who 
loves to fight, he loves the 
one-on-one nature and he 
loves taking a player’s best 
effort and sending it back at 

Marco Pennelli talks about his love of the sport and the step up in competition from HS

the season and winless in the 
conference with a 0-3 start to 
Big East play.

Xavier then traveled to 
Omaha, Neb. for a weekend 

BY JAKE GEIGER challenge against the Creigh-
ton Blue Jays. Xavier began 
this game similar to their vic-
tory against Villanova, scor-
ing a goal in the fifth minute 
from senior defender Hayley 
Jakovich off  a side throw-in. 
This was Jakovich’s first goal 
of  the season. 

The Musketeers held a 
huge advantage in shots at 
12-1 going into the half. 
Creighton had a plethora of  
opportunities with seven cor-
ner kicks, but freshman for-
ward Shelly Sallee provided 
the insurance goal in the 68’ 
minute to give the Muske-
teers a comfortable 2-0 vic-
tory. 

Xavier’s defense held 
strong as  Jakovich and fel-
low senior defender Grace 
Brauer played the full 90 min-
utes, and  Jenkins recorded 
her sixth shutout of  the year. 
Xavier moved to 10-1-1 on 
the season while Creighton 
fell to 6-5-2 and 0-3-1 in the 
Big East Conference. 

The Musketeers begin 
their week at home against a 
strong St. John’s team with a 
game on Thursday at 7 p.m. 

St. John’s has begun the 
season 6-2-2 and 2-0-1 in the 
conference, so this will be a 
tough test. 

They then travel to New 
Jersey to face Seton Hall on 
Sunday at 1 p.m. 

Women’s soccer beats Villanova and Georgetown

BY JESSE DOLOJAN

The Musketeers improve to 10-1-1 on the season with two Big East shutout wins

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
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Police TV show brings 
rewrites to the table

Shang-Chi serves as newest attempt at inclusion

Marvel Studios released 
Shang-Chi and the Legend of  
the Ten Rings, directed by Des-
tin Daniel Cretton, to theaters 
on Sept. 3. The company’s 
first Asian superhero movie, 
starring Simu Liu, Awkwafina 
and Tony Leung Chiu-wai, has 
been a massive success in both 
the box office and the eyes of  
critics, earning an estimated 
$320 million worldwide and 
receiving a 7.9/10 on IMDb. 

As Black Panther and Won-
der Woman did previously, 
Shang-Chi came with the 
burden of  not only being a 
good movie, but also bring-
ing in a lot of  money. At the 
same time, it sent  a message 
of  accepting and recognizing 
the movie’s main demograph-
ic along the social causes that 
they confront.

Shang-Chi is important be-
cause of  its role in Asian and 
Asian-American representa-
tion, but it is also important 
because it shows the ugly side 
of  sociopolitical agendas and 
performative activism.

Most Americans are at 

least somewhat familiar with 
the bare bones concepts of  
Asian culture, more so than 
other cultures. We consume 
Asian food and video games 
and TV shows, even injecting 
Asian culture in White-pro-
duced movies. 

However, with the growing 
outcry to “Stop Asian Hate,” 
more people are beginning 
to understand the problems 
that Asian and Asian-Amer-
ican people face daily. With 
Shang-Chi and even movies 
that came out before it, like 
Crazy Rich Asians, these social 
causes have been pushed into 
the spotlight. 

These movies have been 
heralded as the change needed 
for these causes to be taken se-
riously. There are some merits 
to these claims; Asian repre-
sentation has been lacking in 
major parts of  society, and us-
ing a mostly Asian cast would 
indeed solve a little bit of  that 
problem while also bringing it 
much-needed attention. 

While it doesn’t solve the 
problems that Asians and 
Asian-Americans face, it at 
least shows that people are 
becoming more aware of  the 

need to address them.
But releasing this movie 

during a time when more are 
becoming vocal and active 
about Asian struggles seems a 
bit suspicious. Marvel likes re-
leasing important cultural and 
sociopolitical movies during 
the height of  that movie de-
mographic’s social movement, 
like Black Panther. 

While it’s common knowl-
edge that Marvel has a struc-
tured timeline as to how they 
release their movies, the mar-
keting of  these movies heavi-
ly plays into being a force for 
change and recognition. 

This is in no way the fault 
of  the director and staff; they 
did a phenomenal job with 
their unique and accurate 
telling of  Asian culture and 
themes. 

The movie is being praised 
for its box office success and 
shows companies that featur-
ing Asian characters and cul-
ture can still bring in the big 
bucks. It’s a form of  perfor-
mative activism that is sadly 
practiced in most companies 
to help sell their products.

Shang-Chi is an achieve-
ment in film and a step in 

the right direction to bring 
forth the problems Asian and 
Asian-American people face 
on a daily basis. However, it is 
also a message that companies 
will hijack social causes to 

make a quick buck. 
It is important for us as the 

public to understand both of  
these extremes and give our 
support to those who need it 
most.  

Shang-Chi, is a step in the right 

Spy Kids

Saturday Night Live -

-

Squid Game

A&E SINGLES
BY OLIVIA VALKNER

As the murder of  George 
Floyd forced Americans to 
challenge societal images of  
police, NBC’s police comedy 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine was faced 
with a problem: How do you 
make a show about police that 
will appease a woke audience, 
while maintaining the humor 
that made the show popular in 
the first place?

Brooklyn Nine-Nine, a sit-

BY KATIE SANCHEZ com that details the heists and 
hijinks of  Brooklyn’s 99th po-
lice precinct, has been largely 
praised throughout the past 
eight years for the diversity 
of  its cast, as well as its will-
ingness to talk about social 
issues.

However, the cultural reck-
oning over the Summer 2020 
meant that the show’s young, 
liberal audience was becom-
ing more uncomfortable with 
enjoying a glorified image of  
the police.

The show’s creators re-
sponded to this problem by 
announcing that they had 
scrapped large portions of  
the show’s eighth (and final) 
season and were going to re-
evaluate how to make a show 
about police in an increasingly 
race-aware world. 

The show makes an effort 
to present a group of  police 
officers that are aware of  
their problems and are try-
ing to solve them. The lovable 
lead of  the series, Detective 
Jake Peralta, has to come to 
grips with the fact that his 
profession makes him part of  
a problem, and the season sees 
him grapple with that in a lot 
of  genuine ways. 

He tries to hold other offi-
cers accountable to be “one of  
the good ones” and accepts a 
suspension instead of  accept-
ing a cover-up from the police 
union when he objectively 
does something wrong.

Sergeant Amy Santiago’s 
proposal for reform in the 
NYPD is eventually chosen 
to be implemented, and she 
and  Captain Raymond Holt 
receive promotions which will 
presumably allow them to en-
act significant change as they 
gain influence in the top levels 
of  the NYPD.

There was certainly an 
effort to change the show’s 
narrative to be more critical 
of  the police and to advocate 
for reform, but a lot of  that 
importance of  that gets lost 
as the show tries to go on as 
usual in a large portion of  the 
season. 

There are plot lines in 
many of  the episodes that 
deal with critical issues, but 
these events become isolated 
as some characters have little 
to no interaction with these 
plotlines and do not develop 
personal growth.

The series finale, which 
should tie up the most im-
portant ideas of  the season, 
makes little mention of  the 
police reform plotline, and the 
antagonist of  the season, a 
symbol of  police corruption, 
is notably absent.

Although the final sea-
son of  Brooklyn Nine-Nine is 
flawed, I truly respect the fact 

that a light television comedy 
attempted to make a stance 
on serious issues. It would be 
nearly impossible to balance 
exposing and fixing every 
problem with the police while 
maintaining a level of  comedy 
and casualness in the show’s 
farewell season.

The reform for which that 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine claims 
to advocate is not explored 
in depth and often feels con-
trived and performative, but 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine is ulti-
mately optimistic for a future 
in policing that is shaped by 
good people and strives to be 
truly equitable.

BY OWEN MIGUEL
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Aries: October is upon us, so I bet 
you’re expecting a spooOOooky 

horoscope. Well, your 
partner is cheating on you. But in a     

spoooOOOoooky    way.

Libra: Your 
horoscope for this 
week is in video 

format. Find it at 
this QR code:

Gemini: You’re going to have a 
rough week, but the stars want 

you to know it’s not their fault. It’s 
those damn liberals!

Leo: Stop leaving your friends on 
read. That’s the second rudest thing 

you can do to a friend (behind 
forcing them to come to your 

improv show). 

Virgo: You’re cursed: Every time 
you go to say something in class, 
the person before you will say it 
first. But your teacher will still 

call on you, so you’ll just have to 
sheepishly be like “oh that’s what I 
was gonna say.” Every. Damn. Class. 

Taurus: It’s official: Clubs can’t 
travel. This is the perfect time 

to join the “We Do Nothing But 
Take a Yearly Trip to Barcelona” 
Club, as I imagine they have a lot 

of funds to blow now. 

Scorpio: You’ll never meet anyone 
nicer than the ladies in the sand-

wich line in the Caf. I mean, Jeff is 
fine, but a little overrated.

Aquarius: Don’t be afraid to tell 
your friends their memes suck. If  

they send those “wholesome” memes 
that are just a picture of  a kitten or 

something, drop them entirely. 

Capricorn: You really missed out 
by not going to the DAYA concert. 

She did a beautiful rendition of  
“You Ain’t Gotta Like It ‘cause the 
Hood Gone Love It” by Jay Rock ft. 

Kendrick Lamar.

Sagittarius: You’re gonna get 
super sick this weekend. Don’t 

expect sympathy, though; it 
won’t be COVID-19, and no one 

gives a hoot about your 
common cold-catching ass.

Cancer: Don’t let yourself  be put 
in a box. Charles Manson wrote a 
song for the Beach Boys, and yet 
everyone just knows him as “that 

cult guy.”

Pisces: It is your destiny to 
revive the “Thumb” series of  
parody movies often played 
on Cartoon Network in our 

youth. You know, Thumb Wars, 
The Godthumb, Frankenthumb, 

remember those? 

Dracula: F
�e hickeys would be hard to cover up, but he’s not based on Vlad the Impaler for 

nothing.

Norman Bates: F
He loves role playing and surprises in the shower, and he has a huge Hitchcock.

�e Mummy: Kill
Trust me, it looks better with its clothes on.

�e Shark from Jaws: F
Hey, my grandma said you should try everything at least once.

Jack Torrance: Kill
Ladies, if your man smashes the bathroom door in with an axe before knocking, that’s a 

deal breaker.

Michael Myers: F
He likes it rough, he’s always down to come over when you’re home alone and he spends 

most of his life in an asylum, so there’s no commitment necessary. Plus, he kind of 
resembles William Shatner.

Freddy Krueger: Kill
Playtime in the bathtub is fun, but if I’m gonna commit to someone, I feel like I should at 

least have some space away from them in my dreams.

Hannibal Lecter: Marry
When you �nd a doctor that can cook and loves face peels, you’d be crazy not to lock that 

down.

�ose Huge Floating Red Lips from the Opening of Rocky Horror Picture Show: F
I mean… right?

�e Phantom of the Opera: F
You can’t listen to Ramin Karimloo’s version of “Music of the Night” without having these 

same thoughts.

Morticia Addams: Marry
I don’t know if the Addams Family counts, but I don’t care; I need a goth mommy GF.

Alien: Kill
Sure, the two mouths are intriguing, but getting pregnant by one of these things would be 

gut-wrenching. Not worth the risk.

Megan Fox from Jennifer’s Body: Kill
Obviously, have you seen the movie? She kills people. She’s a bad guy.

It Follows: F… and Kill?
If the monster in It Follows kills whomever you have sex with, then would it have to kill 

itself if you had sex with it?

Pennywise: F
Dude always carries a rubber, he’s a great dancer and he only comes once every 27 years. 

Now that’s endurance. So yes, I’d be down to do “It.”

As October begins, so does spooky season. And in honor of spooky season, it’s time for us to 
honor the icons of horror in this fun game of 

So, you down for a little graveyard smash?

Hello, Xavier students. My name is Calamari Vespucci, and I am an 
adjunct professor of New Finance here at Xavier. Now, �rst o�, you might 
be thinking: “Non-Fungible Tokens? I ain’t got none of those.” Fear not, 

enbys and gentlemenbys; I am not in search of NFTs, but NFTees: t-shirts 
of the annoyingly-preachy rapper NF. �is is for the fruit of my loins, 

Calzone. NF is their favorite rapper (I know they have bad taste but I love 
‘em only slightly less). It’s their 14th birthday and I want to make it special 

for my little person.

If you have any please email me at CRYTPO_CALAMARI@yahoo.com or 
interrupt my crypto trading class in Smith 417, Fridays at 6-8:30 p.m.

One of the famed “Bored Ape” 
NFTs, a perfect example of what 

I’m NOT looking for.

NF, Calzone’s favorite. Pretty 
hunky, right? And he’s got some 

hard bars about Jesus.

Monster Mash: 
F,  or 

By jaCOB sMITH
Staff Writer

“Advertisement”

I AM IN NEED OF NFTees


