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Class of 2025 by the numbers
The data is in: Take a moment to learn more about Xavier’s first-year
class in these fast facts, provided by the Office of Admissions.

24%

53%

of students
identify as
a minority
Top 10
Hometowns:
1. Cincinnati
2. Columbus
3. Cleveland
4. Chicago
5. Indianapolis
6. Dayton
7. Detroit
8. Boston
9. St. Louis
10. Philadelphia

of students are
from outside
Ohio

1,184

total students
A recordbreaking

The Most
Popular Majors:
1. Nursing
2. Business Undecided
3. Biomedical Sciences
4. Psychology
5. Biology
6. Exploratory
7. Exercise Science
8. Sport Management
9. Marketing
10. Finance

43%
male

15,039
applicants

57%

female
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Study abroad: A world of learning
From Mexico to Morocco, CIE brings opportunities to explore new interests

B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
AND G RADY B ORIS
6WDৼ:ULWHUV
The Center for International Education (CIE)
is encouraging students to
consider studying abroad despite unique pandemic-driven
challenges, as exemplified by
the recommencement of the
in-person study abroad fair
last month.
Assistant Director for Education Abroad LeeAnn Scherbauer offered insight on what
was available to students at
the fair, in addition to tables
offering an array of countries
and programs.
“This is one of our signature events that allows students to explore all of our
study abroad programs in one
place,” she said. “Students are
able to meet with Xavier fac-

ulty who offer study abroad
programs as well as learn
about semester and shortterm options run through
partner universities.”
The fair outlined opportunities to travel to five continents, with Xavier faculty
leading eight programs. Most
programs offered are major-specific; however, study
abroad programs are available
to all students regardless of
major to fill core curriculum
requirements as well.
At the fair, the CIE introduced two new trips. A spring
semester trip to Cuernavaca,
Mexico for junior social work
majors called “Social Work in
a Latin American Context”
will be offered through Augsburg University.
The second new program
is a London-based trip for
biology and biomedical sci-

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI[DYLHUHGX

Students have the opportunity to study abroad in various programs
DFURVV ÀYH FRQWLQHQWV WKURXJK WKH &HQWHU IRU ,QWHUQDWLRQDO (GXFDWLRQ

ence majors called “STEM in
London” that will be provided
through Arcadia Abroad. This
program will last through the
spring semester of students’
sophomore year. Both new
study abroad trips will offer
major-specific courses and
elective courses.
Scherbauer expects more
short-term programs to be
announced in the future.
“The Education Abroad
side of the Center for International Education supports
students throughout the entire journey of the study
abroad process,” Scherbauer
said. “We interact with students initially through outreach activities and advising.”
The CIE also offers financial resources for students.
The center offers information sessions and advisors for
scholarships for trips abroad.
Madi Crickmer, a senior
French and international
studies double major, studied
abroad last semester in Lyon,
France.
During the planning phase,
Crickmer worked with the
CIE to make sure her trip
went smoothly.
“(The CIE) was super helpful with everything. They
definitely made everything a
lot easier,” Crickmer said.
The CIE helped Crickmer
set up her visa and ticketing.

Scherbauer was also in contact
with Crickmer while abroad,
emailing biweekly check-ups
to ensure that she was taken
care of in France.
The CIE also helped Crickmer confirm that the trip
was still happening due to
COVID-19 complications.
“Honestly, I didn’t even
think I would be able to go,”
Crickmer said. “Two weeks
after I got there, they completely shut down the border
and wouldn’t let anyone in no
matter what.”
“Many of the COVID-19
measures are dictated by
the country of study rather
than Xavier,” Scherbauer explained. Crickmer lived with
several COVID-19 safety precautions while studying in
France.
In addition to travel restrictions and face mask requirements, Crickmer also faced a
6 p.m. curfew that, if broken,
resulted in a hefty fine.
Toward the final week of
her trip, restrictions relaxed
and Crickmer enjoyed her
experience more. The curfew
was moved from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. and was eventually removed, allowing Crickmer to
enjoy Lyon more freely.
COVID-19 also impacted
the education Crickmer received overseas.
“Normally, we would have

outings to different cities and
other areas of France. We
weren’t allowed to do any of
that,” Crickmer explained.
Her college in Lyon provided hybrid classes four days a
week. Crickmer ultimately enjoyed her learning experience.
“You just kind of have to
make the most of what it is,”
Crickmer explained. “The
school offered a lot of activities to try and get everyone
(involved).”
Though she was not allowed to travel across France,
Crickmer saw benefits of
staying in Lyon.
She explored the city and
familiarized herself
with
Lyon over the semester.
Despite COVID-19’s impact, Crickmer never reported feeling unsafe due to the
pandemic. She noticed that
vaccines were limited, and the
locals were hesitant to adhere
to mask guidelines.
Crickmer ultimately enjoyed her travel abroad experience and recommends it
to students, despite possible
COVID-19 enforcements. She
believes her study abroad experience taught her to adapt
to a new and extreme situation.
“Take the risk. Take the
plunge. It might seem scary,
overwhelming, but it’s 100%
worth it,” she said.

Your next online Musketeer match is waiting...
B Y T ESS D ANKOSKI
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Students are locking down
their soulmates and future
spouses as Xavier Marriage
Pact makes its way through
campus.
According to the program’s
website, the pact is “an informal agreement between two
people — if both parties remain unmarried and without
prospects after a certain period of time — to simply marry
each other.”
For some students, the
Xavier Marriage Pact (XMP)
is a backup plan if it doesn’t
work out with that special
someone.
This project began at Stanford in 2017 as an assignment
for an economics and marketing class. The original creators — Liam McGregor and
Sophia Sterling-Angus — created an algorithm that would
match students up based on
preference and compatibility.
Now, at Stanford, over 73% of
students use the program.
As of February 2021, some
form of the Marriage Pact has
spread to 30 colleges across
the U.S., with over 90,000 participants and 45,000 matches.
Similar to the original
Marriage Pact, XMP is run
entirely by students. According to the document outlining

the principles and practices,
four anonymous Xavier students brought the Marriage
Pact to campus in March 2021
with the hopes of it being “a
fun way to create the kind of
connection we’re all missing
right now.”
The algorithm is designed
to match each participant up
with someone who will not
only align with the demographic they are seeking, but
also align with their “core val-

ues — what you care about
deep down.”
Via XMP, students are
asked four types of questions.
The survey asks for contact
information, which is simply
one’s name and email. It also
asks demographic information, such as one’s school year,
sexual orientation, political
affiliation and religious beliefs. It then moves onto 50
questions that reflect one’s
personal values, like comfort

with drugs, personal beliefs
about honesty and sense of
humor.
All of these questions are
designed to get a full account
of one’s lifestyle regarding
principles and preferences.
The creators have included a link under some of their
more controversial questions,
labeled, “See more: Why we
ask this question.” This category of agree/disagree questions includes statements like

Newswire SKRWRE\5REELH']LHU]DQRZVNL

7KH ;DYLHU 0DUULDJH 3DFW KDV VSUHDG DFURVV FDPSXV OLNH ZLOGÀUH <RX FDQ HQWHU E\ JRLQJ WR www.
xavier.marriagepact.com, VXEPLWWLQJ \RXU ;DYLHU HPDLO DGGUHVV DQG QDPH DQG DQVZHULQJ  TXHVWLRQV

“I’m comfortable with my
child being gay” and “Abortion should always be legal.”
Lastly, the questionnaire
asks which of the core-value
beliefs about which students
were asked about are the most
important to them.
This may be political affiliation, substance use or even
how they want to raise their
kids. These meta questions allow the algorithm to “customize your match.”
At the end of the questionnaire, it gives the student taking the survey the option to
send the link anonymously to
anyone of their choosing. After submitting the questions,
it encourages them to send it
to their crush, saying, “We’ll
let them know — anonymously — that they’ve got a secret
admirer, and we’ll send them
the link so you two have a
chance at matching.”
XMP says that all information shared through the site
is private and protected; no
one on the launch team has
access to any of the personal
data submitted. Additionally,
matches don’t get to see the
specific answers to the questions that their match filled
out. The launch team assesses whether the app is running
smoothly by receiving summary statistics.
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U.S. government faces shutdown, may default on debts if issues go unsolved
B Y S PENCER T RACY
6WDৼ:ULWHU
3UHVLGHQW -RH %LGHQ·V OHJLVODWLYHDJHQGDIDFHVDFULWLFDO
WHVWWKLVPRQWKDVSURJUHVVLYH
DQGPRGHUDWH'HPRFUDWVEDWWOHRYHUWKHVL]HDQGVFRSHRI 
KLV ´%XLOG %DFN %HWWHUµ SURSRVDO ² D ELOO ZKLFK FRQWDLQV
IXQGLQJ IRU D EURDG UDQJH RI 
VRFLDOLVVXHVWKDWZLOOOLNHO\EH
SDLUHG ZLWK D  WULOOLRQ ELSDUWLVDQLQIUDVWUXFWXUHELOO
$GGLQJWRWKHFRPSOLFDWLRQ
LV D PRUH LPPHGLDWH ZRUU\
7KH JRYHUQPHQW FRXOG VKXW
GRZQRQ2FWLI &RQJUHVV
IDLOV WR UDLVH WKH IHGHUDO GHEW
OLPLW 9RWHV IRU WKDW ELOO DUH
SROLWLFDOO\ HQWDQJOHG ZLWK WKH
VWDOOHG%XLOG%DFN%HWWHUOHJLVODWLRQ
5HSXEOLFDQV RSSRVH WKH
 WULOOLRQ FRVW RI  WKH SURSRVHG VRFLDO SROLF\ ELOO DQG
PRGHUDWH 'HPRFUDWV DUH
SXVKLQJ IRU D PRUH PRGHVW
PHDVXUHEHWZHHQWR
WULOOLRQ
$V 5HSXEOLFDQV XQLWH
DJDLQVW WKH SURSRVHG 
WULOOLRQVRFLDOSROLF\ELOOWKH\
KDYH DOVR DJUHHG WR RSSRVH
WKH IHGHUDO GHEW OLPLW ELOO
7KH GHEWV LQ WKLV ELOO DUH IRU
H[SHQVHV WKDW KDYH DOUHDG\
RFFXUUHG EXW 5HSXEOLFDQV
RSSRVH WKH DGGLWLRQDO PRQH\
WKDWWKHELOODOORWWHGIRUIXWXUH
H[SHQGLWXUHV
´$V ZH VSHDN 'HPRFUDWV
DUH EHKLQG FORVHG GRRUV DV-

3KRWRVFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

Biden’s “Build Back Better” agenda consists of a social policy bill and a bipartisan infrastructure bill. The
legislation has become entangled with attempts to raise the federal debt limit, a move Republicans oppose.

VHPEOLQJ D PXOWLWULOOLRQGROODUUHFNOHVVWD[LQJDQGVSHQGLQJ VSUHHµ 6HQDWH 0LQRULW\
/HDGHU 0LWFK 0F&RQQHOO
5.\ VDLG  ´7KHUH·V QR
FKDQFH 5HSXEOLFDQV ZLOO KHOS
OLIW'HPRFUDWV·FUHGLWOLPLWVR
WKH\ FDQ LPPHGLDWHO\ VWHDPUROO WKURXJK D VRFLDOLVW ELQJH
WKDW ZLOO KXUW IDPLOLHV DQG
KHOS&KLQDµ
7KH86KLWWKHGHEWFHLOLQJ RQ $XJ  DW ZKLFK WLPH
WKH 7UHDVXU\ 'HSDUWPHQW
EHJDQ WDNLQJ ´H[WUDRUGLQDU\

PHDVXUHVµ WR IXOILOO ILVFDO GXWLHVDQGSD\WKHJRYHUQPHQW·V
ELOOV 7KHVH ´H[WUDRUGLQDU\
PHDVXUHVµ DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH
WUHDVXU\ LQFOXGH DFFRXQWLQJ
DQGLQYHVWLQJWULFNVZKLFKDOORZ WKH JRYHUQPHQW WR DYRLG
SD\LQJLWVGHEWV
7UHDVXU\ 6HFUHWDU\ -DQHW
<HOOHQLGHQWLILHG2FWDVWKH
GDWHDWZKLFKWKHJRYHUQPHQW
ZRXOG EH XQDEOH WR FRQWLQXH
WR WDNH ´H[WUDRUGLQDU\ PHDVXUHVµ WR DYRLG GHIDXOWLQJ RQ
GHEWV

ICIJ releases Pandora Papers
B Y I VY L EWIS
6WDৼ:ULWHU

7KH ERPEVKHOO 3DQGRUD
3DSHUV UHOHDVHG E\ WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO &RQVRUWLXP RI  ,QYHVWLJDWLYH -RXUQDOLVWV ,&,- 
RQ 6XQGD\ UHYHDOHG WKH LOOLFLW
RIIVKRUH ILQDQFLDO GHDOLQJV RI 
SURPLQHQWSROLWLFDOILJXUHV
7KH 3DQGRUD 3DSHUV LQFOXGH URXJKO\  PLOOLRQ
ILOHV WDNHQ IURP FRPSDQLHV
WKDW HVWDEOLVK RIIVKRUH DFFRXQWV ZKLFK DOORZ FOLHQWV
WRPLQLPL]HWKHLUWD[EXUGHQ
2IIVKRUH MXULVGLFWLRQV DOVR
NQRZQDV´WD[KDYHQVµGRQRW
HQIRUFH WD[DWLRQ RQ DVVHWV RU
LQFRPH
7KH SDSHUV UHYHDOHG WKDW
RYHUSROLWLFLDQVDQGKXQGUHGV RI  NH\ SOD\HUV LQ WKH
JOREDO HFRQRP\ FROODERUDWHG
ZLWK FRPSDQLHV WR KLGH WKHLU
DVVHWV DQG ZHDOWK LQ RUGHU WR
DYRLG SD\LQJ WD[HV 2IILFLDOV
IURP  FRXQWULHV DQG WHUULWRULHVKDYHEHHQH[SRVHGWKXV
IDU UHVXOWLQJ LQ ZLGHVSUHDG
FRQGHPQDWLRQRI WKHSUDFWLFH
RI  RIIVKRUH EDQNLQJ DQG WKH
LQILOWUDWLRQ RI  XQGRFXPHQWHG
ZHDOWKLQWRJOREDOSROLWLFV
´0DQ\ RI  WKH SRZHU SOD\HUV ZKR FRXOG KHOS EULQJ DQ
HQGWRWKHRIIVKRUHV\VWHPLQVWHDGEHQHILWIURPLW³VWDVKLQJDVVHWVLQFRYHUWFRPSDQLHV
DQGWUXVWVZKLOHWKHLUJRYHUQPHQWVGROLWWOHWRVORZDJORE-

DOVWUHDPRI LOOLFLWPRQH\WKDW
HQULFKHVFULPLQDOVDQGLPSRYHULVKHVQDWLRQVµ,&,-RIILFLDOV
VWDWHGLQWKHLULQWURGXFWLRQWR
WKHOHDNV
7KH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ UHYHDOHG
WKDW FOLHQWV KLUHG ILQDQFLDO
ILUPV WR FUHDWH RIIVKRUH DFFRXQWV LQ ORFDWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ
3DQDPD 'XEDL 6ZLW]HUODQG
DQGWKH&D\PDQ,VODQGV
7KH UHOHDVH RI  WKH 3DQGRUD 3DSHUV ZDV WKH ODWHVW LQ D
VHULHV RI  OHDNV LQYROYLQJ RIIVKRUHILUPVGDWLQJEDFNWRWKH
3DQDPD 3DSHUV LQ  7KH
FXUUHQW OHDN LQFOXGHG GDWD
IURPGLIIHUHQWILUPVUHSUHVHQWLQJWKHODUJHVWOHDNRI WKH
SDVWILYH\HDUV
,QYHVWLJDWLYH
MRXUQDOLVW
/DNVKPL .XPDU H[SODLQHG
WKDW RIIVKRUH WD[ KDYHQV DOORZHG ZHDOWK\ LQGLYLGXDOV WR
PRYHDQGFRQFHDOWKHLUPRQH\
IURP WD[ DXWKRULWLHV OHDGLQJ
WR ODUJH DPRXQWV RI  JOREDO
ZHDOWK WKDW LV QRW DFFRXQWHG
IRULQ*'3
´ ,Q  WKH ILQDQFLDO FHQWHUV
RI WKHZRUOGOHDGHUVDUHDEOH
WR IXQQHO DQG VLSKRQ PRQH\
DZD\DQGKLGHLWLQWKHVHMXULVGLFWLRQVµ.XPDUVDLG
(VWLPDWHV RQ WKH DPRXQW
RI  PRQH\ VWRUHG LQ RIIVKRUH
DFFRXQWV KDYH UDQJHG IURP
WULOOLRQDFFRUGLQJWR
WKH,&,-
1RWDEOHSROLWLFLDQVH[SRVHG

´,W ZRXOG EH FDWDVWURSKLF
WR QRW SD\ WKH JRYHUQPHQW·V
ELOOVIRUXVWREHLQDSRVLWLRQ
ZKHUHZHODFNHGWKHUHVRXUFHV WR SD\ WKH JRYHUQPHQW·V
ELOOVµVKHVDLG´,IXOO\H[SHFW
LW ZRXOG FDXVH D UHFHVVLRQ DV
ZHOOµ
7KHVRFLDOSROLF\ELOOIXQGV
SXEOLF HGXFDWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ
WZR\HDUVRI IUHHFRPPXQLW\
FROOHJHKHDOWKFDUHHQKDQFHG
FKLOGFDUH DQG FOLPDWH FKDQJH
LQLWLDWLYHV7KLVZRXOGEHSDLG
IRU E\ LQFUHDVLQJ WD[HV RQ

ZHDOWK\ LQGLYLGXDOV DQG FRUSRUDWLRQV
7KH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ELOO
DSSURSULDWHV  ELOOLRQ WR
EXLOGLQJ URDGV EULGJHV DQG
EURDGEDQGDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\
7KLV ELOO KDV DOUHDG\ SDVVHG
WKH 6HQDWH ZLWK ERWK 'HPRFUDWLFDQG5HSXEOLFDQVXSSRUW
,Q WKH +RXVH SURJUHVVLYH
'HPRFUDWVUHIXVHGWRVXSSRUW
WKH LQIUDVWUXFWXUH ELOO XQOHVV
WKH VRFLDO SROLF\ ELOO UHFHLYHG
HQKDQFHGIXQGLQJ
0RGHUDWH 'HPRFUDWV VXFK
DV 6HQV .\UVWHQ 6LQHPD
'$UL] DQG -RH 0DQFKLQ
':9DDUHUHOXFWDQWWRVXSSRUWWKHVRFLDOSROLF\ELOOGXH
WRLWVWULOOLRQSULFHWDJ
0DQFKLQ KDV LQGLFDWHG KLV
ZLOOLQJQHVVWRZRUNZLWKRWKHU 'HPRFUDWV WR QHJRWLDWH
GRZQWKHELOO·VFRVW
´7KHERWWRPOLQHLV,ZDQW
WREHVWUDWHJLFWRGRWKHULJKW
MREDQGZHGRQ·WEDVLFDOO\DGG
PRUHWRWKHFRQFHUQVZHKDYH
ULJKWQRZµ0DQFKLQVDLG
6HQ %HUQLH 6DQGHUV ,9W
WKHFKDLURI WKH6HQDWH%XGJHW
&RPPLWWHHVWRRGE\WKHELOO·V
FRVWEXWH[SUHVVHGZLOOLQJQHVV
WRFRPSURPLVHWRPHHWEXGJHW
DQGSROLWLFDOFRPPLWPHQWV
´ WULOOLRQ IRU WKH VRFLDO
SROLF\ ELOO  VKRXOG EH D PLQLPXPEXW,DFFHSWWKDWWKHUH·V
JRQQD KDYH WR EH JLYH DQG
WDNHµKHVDLG
6SHDNHU 1DQF\ 3HORVL KDV
VDLGVKHH[SHFWVDILQDOYRWHLQ
WKH+RXVHE\2FW

The Lighter Side

LQFOXGHG .LQJ RI  -RUGDQ $E- Anime aficionado, worrying wedgies, ninjas
GXOODK ,, .HQ\DQ SUHVLGHQW
WKH Demon Slayer PDQ $PHULFDQ 1LQMD :DUULRU
8KXUX .HQ\DWWD 8NUDLQLDQ
JD VHULHV DQG WKDW KH
$ PDQ LQ IXOO QLQMD XQL3UHVLGHQW 9RORG\P\U =HOHQSODQVRQLQFUHDVLQJWKH
IRUPZLHOGLQJDNDWDQDDWVN\ DQG IRUPHU %ULWLVK SULPH
LQFRPH RI  WKH DQLPH
WDFNHG 86 DUP\ VROGLHUV
PLQLVWHU7RQ\%ODLU7KHOHDN
LQGXVWU\ 2FW 
LQ WKH &DOLIRUQLD GHVHUW
DOVRQDPHGFORVHDVVRFLDWHVRI 
FDXVLQJVROGLHUVWRVHHN
5XVVLDQ 3UHVLGHQW 9ODGLPLU
 $ 1RUWK 'DNRWD PDQ
VKHOWHU LQ D KDQJDU 2FW
3XWLQ WKH SULPH PLQLVWHU RI 
FDPH KRPH IURP YDFD
WKH &]HFK 5HSXEOLF DQG VHYWLRQ WR GLVFRYHU ORFDO
HUDOPHPEHUVRI WKH3DNLVWDQL
VTXLUUHOV KDG VWRFN )ORULGD 0DQ·V ULYDO $Q
JRYHUQPHQW
SLOHG RYHU  SRXQGV
,QGRQHVLDQ PDQ PDUULHG
$EGXOODK ,, ZDV UHYHDOHG
RI QXWVLQWKHKRRGRI 
KLV DXWRPDWLF ULFH FRRNHU
WRKDYHVHFUHWO\DPDVVHGRYHU
KLV&KHY\ 2FW
$IWHU IRXU GD\V WKH FRX PLOOLRQ LQ SURSHUW\ LQ
SOH VHSDUDWHG EHFDXVH VKH
ORFDWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ 0DOLEX
 $ ZRPDQ IURP 1RUWK
´RQO\ NQHZ KRZ WR FRRN
:DVKLQJWRQDQG/RQGRQ$E&DUROLQD ZDV UXVKHG
ULFHµ 2FW 
GXOODKDQGDVVRFLDWHVGHFOLQHG
WR WKH KRVSLWDO IRU D
WRFRPPHQWEXWDVVHUWHGWKDW
OLIHWKUHDWHQLQJ FDVH
 -DSDQHVH 3ULPH 0LQLVWHU
WKH\KDYHQRWHQJDJHGLQDQ\
RI  VHSVLV 7KH FDXVH D
)XPLR.LVKLGDVWDWHGLQDQ
LOOHJDODFWLYLW\
ZHGJLHIURPKHUGHQLP
LQWHUYLHZWKDWKHKDVUHDG
%ODLU DQG KLV ZLIH &KHULH
VKRUWV 2FW 
WKURXJK HYHU\ YROXPH RI 
ZHUH DOVR QDPHG LQ WKH 3DQGRUD3DSHUVGXHWRWKHLUFRQQHFWLRQVZLWKD%ULWLVK9LUJLQ
,VODQGVRIIVKRUHFRPSDQ\7KH

,&,-HVWLPDWHGWKDWWKHFRXSOH
 <·DOOFRPHEDFNQRZ\RXKHDU"$QH[$ODEDPDVKHULII 
VDYHG URXJKO\  LQ
JDYH WKH MDLO KH UDQ IRU VHYHUDO \HDUV D ILYHVWDU UHYLHZ
SURSHUW\ WD[HV WKURXJK WKHLU
RQOLQHDIWHUVSHQGLQJWLPHWKHUHIRUWKHIW´7KHIRRGZDV
XVHRI RIIVKRUHLQYHVWPHQWV
UHDOJRRGµKHVDLG $XJ 
.HQ\DWWDZKRLVNQRZQIRU

KLVVWDQFHDJDLQVWJRYHUQPHQW
FRUUXSWLRQ FDPH XQGHU SUHVVXUH IRU KDYLQJ DPDVVHG RYHU
PLOOLRQLQRIIVKRUHZHDOWK
LQFOXGLQJSURSHUW\LQ/RQGRQ
.HQ\DWWDKDVQRW\HWUHYHDOHG
WR WKH PHGLD ZKHWKHU RU QRW
KLV SURSHUW\ ZDV GLVFORVHG LQ
Photo courtesy of commons.wikipedia.org
KLVWD[UHWXUQ
Kishida, the new Japanese prime minister, is a manga and anime fan.
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A letter on the vandalism response

To the Xavier community,
Aspiring Anti-Racist Allies (AARA) is an affinity
group of approximately fifty self-identified White staff,
faculty and alumni who want
to become anti-racist, anti-supremacist allies and examine
our own ideas about race and
racism. We meet every other week to discuss readings
and current events. Our focus
is on challenging ourselves
and other White people to
take responsibility for racist
oppression. We welcome opportunities to communicate,
collaborate and build relationships with people of color to
challenge racism together.
As such, we are writing
this open letter in response
to Jeff Coleman and Dave
Johnson’s letter to students
regarding the recent activities of White supremacist agitators on Xavier’s campus on
Labor Day Weekend. We applaud the decision to address
these actions. However, we
have several serious concerns.
Recent events on the Xavier campus have been more
than “deeply offensive;” they
have been traumatic, and that
trauma has physical consequences. Such emotional and
epistemological violence is
felt disproportionately by
communities of color at Xavier and shared by us, a group
of aspiring anti-racist allies.
We are currently discussing the book My Grandmother’s Hands by Dr. Resmaa
Menakem, which discusses
the intergenerational trauma
in the bodies of White European descendants and bodies
of color. This book provides
a context to understand the
real, visceral fear that students of color have reported
and why they are hesitant to
leave their dorm rooms after
learning about the messages from a White supremacy
group being posted on campus.
The “us” versus “them”
dichotomy is a false narrative. The danger is not just
from outside. When it comes
to protecting and promoting

White supremacy, the Xavier community certainly bears
significant responsibility. As
an institution of higher learning in America, and one with
an all-too-often fraught relationship with the surrounding
community, we are part of
systems of inequity that have
not required the actions of a
“them” to perpetuate White
supremacist views. Evidence
of our complicity can be found
from the classroom to the
dorm room and everywhere
in between, and we must be
willing to acknowledge this
fact and hold ourselves to account if we want to be agents
of real change.
Additionally, we want to
strongly resist the logic that
preventing the recent violations of our campus community would “require that
we cultivate a dramatically
different campus experience,
adopting measures that would
shift our campus into a far
more guarded, exclusive, and
insular space.” On the contrary, any hope at a more just
and loving Xavier community
rests on our having the courage to take real and decisive
action towards community
building. This community
building should be rooted in
a clear and honest account
of our complicity in White
supremacy and a willingness
to recognize trauma daily endured by not only Black and
Indigenous people of color
(BIPOC) members of our
community, but in us all.
Given the long history of
police violence against BIPOC
in America, emphasizing a police response has the potential to further unsettle rather than reassure our Xavier
community. An overpolicing
of Black and Brown bodies
in our shared histories means
that any conversation of increased police scrutiny needs
to be weighed and contextualized with the utmost care.
We could provide resources
on how the intersection of
police training and experience
and people of color’s experience with the police leads to

police not being perceived as
protecting.
In addition to the book
mentioned above, last semester some of us read social psychologist Dr. Jennifer Eberhardt’s book, Biased:
Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice That Shapes What We
See, Think and Do, which also
describes workshops she has
done with members of police
forces to help them unpack
some of their automatic responses.
The above may feel abstract, so we want to provide a
concrete example of how this
can go wrong. When we tell
students that campus police
can do little to protect them,
we are also looking to policing
to solve issues at the basketball courts. The different reactions to these two episodes are
quite striking.
With the White supremacist vandalism, we seem to be
saying that there is nothing
further we can do to protect
students because we want an
open campus. With the basketball courts, we seem to be
saying that we are willing to
close off this part of campus
to protect students. The racial
components of this seem all
too stark. We can do nothing
to protect students of color
and others from a fascist, anti-Semitic group. Still, we can
protect students at the basketball courts by taking measures
that will likely keep out people
of color. We need to look for a
solution that is inclusive.
We encourage senior leadership and the Xavier community to think beyond the
paradigm of policing as the
only solution. We need to engage in community building.
A first step could be a conversation on how we come
together to tackle vandalism
on our campus. Some say such
conversations never lead to
action, but the attacks by the
White supremacist groups
are something new, and we
need to hear the voices of the
students, staff and faculty
who are internalizing these
attacks. We envision coming

together as students (who are
already taking the initiative to
voice their own concerns, as is
evident in the recent Newswire
opinion piece by Charlie Gstalder), faculty, staff, administration, alumni and community members.
We must listen, we must
understand, we must learn
and we must work together
to build on what has already
been done and supported by
Xavier, including the research
about Xavier’s connection to
slavery; the renaming of Fenwick Hall; the Truth, Racial
Healing and Reconciliation
grants offered to campus and
the research and expertise of
our professors and staff.
Instead of addressing campus incidents one at a time, we
think that one component of
community building would
be leveraging our educational
assets in an ongoing, productive dialogue to further our
understanding of fascism,
anti-Semitism, racism and the
tools to resist these hateful
ideologies. Many places on
campus have a piece of this
puzzle; if we can bring all of
us together, we can build on
our resources and make our
actions more effective.
Foundations have been laid,
but significant work remains
if we want to truly call ourselves an anti-racist institution and embody what we
committed ourselves to when
we approved the Xavier University President’s Cabinet’s
Commitment to Fight against
Racism and the Faculty Assembly Commitment to Fight
against Racism, Anti-Black
Racism and White Supremacy.
We do all this so that we
support and encourage the
full realization of our community’s potential, but especially
in the spirit of solidarity and
kinship, cura personalis and
the other Jesuit values communicated in Manresa and
GOA. By standing alongside
and giving special attention
to those most vulnerable to a
racist system, we enact those
values. We must do more to be
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the people for others that we
are called to be.
Admittedly, this is not easy,
but we believe that Xavier has
the resources to do this work.
We are willing to engage with
the Xavier community in this
critical work. We invite faculty, staff and senior leadership to contact any of the
facilitators listed below and
to join AARA. We encourage
students to contact or join
the Xavier Student Asprining
Anti-Racist Allies group by
reaching out to Angela GrayGirton in the Center for Faith
and Justice.
In an effort to foster meaningful conversations and build
community, we have also
shared this letter with Xavier’s senior leadership and multiple groups across campus to
support those who have been
impacted, particularly BIPOC
students, staff and faculty.
Respectfully,
The faculty, staff and alumni members of Xavier University Aspiring Anti-Racist
Allies (AARA).

Facilitators and co-authors for AARA are:
Tracey DuEst, associate director of institutional diversity and inclusion
Angela Gray-Girton, assistant director of service and
justice in the Center for Faith
and Justice
Wendy Maxian, associate
professor and chair of the
communication department
Thomas Strunk, associate
professor/director of classics
and modern languages program and director of faculty
programs in the Center for
Mission and Identity
Andrea Wawrzusin, university registrar
Additional Co-Authors:
James E. Wermers, XU
Class of 2003
Irene B. Hodgson, Professor Emeritus and Adjunct
Carol Scheeer, Program
Director/Chair/Associate
Professor, Occupational Therapy Department
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The window for revolution has closed
“The history of all hitherto existing society is a history of class struggle,” German historians, economists
and revolutionary theorists
Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engles said. But it seems
that there is a clear winner
of this struggle.
Between the two contending classes, it’s obvious that
the bourgeois are the victors
of the class war. We see it
from the fact that only six
companies have control of
90% of the media, to the
American worker’s inability
to negotiate with their employers.
It is idealistic to deny it
further; change is close to
impossible due to the substandard conditions of
modern American workers,
as well as the ruling class’s
ever-growing control over
state, property and education. We must realize that
the advent of a Communist
revolution in the 21st century is far beyond the scope of
reason.
A common thought in
Communist circles is that the
proletariat will be fully capable of forcefully destroying
anything that implicitly and
explicitly oppresses and stu-

We have just received
word of the travel suspension for student organizations. As a club that is rooted
in compliance with all university guidelines and policies, we are deeply offended.
Club sports is:
“a platform to participate
in collegiate athletics,
community involvement
and service. We value
student leadership, teamwork, ethical and responsible behavior on and off
the field, sportsmanship
and respect for all.”
This is a direct quote from
the Xavier University website describing the nature of
club sports. The university’s
leadership is blatantly going
against this mission statement with the recent policy

pefies them. Enamored with
hope, the modern Maoist
and Marxist-Leninist “organizations’’ in the U.S. are
eager to replicate the social,
political and economic reformations made by earlier
groups, such as the Black
Panther Party of the U.S.,
the Bolsheviks of Russia or
the Chilean Socialist Party.
However, the reality is that
the necessary conditions for
a violent overthrow are nonexistent and will continue to
be nonexistent. The American empire’s suppression of
anti-state action over the last
40 years has completely castrated the people’s will for
any form of revolution.
In the previous century,
the state did not crush the
necks of dissenters as hard.
Rather, they allowed them
to at least gasp for hope. It
was because of this strict yet
improperly maintained repression that revolution was
possible in Russia, Burkina Faso, Chile, Cuba and so
on. However, since the latter
half of the 20th century, the
ruling classes have learned
from their errors and have
now crafted their methods
of oppression with near surgical precision.

In our time, they have
nipped the people’s hope
from the root, rather than
the bud. They have trampled
on any questioning and rejection of their authority.
This includes the humiliation of investigators such
as Garry Web, who worked
to uncover relations between
the CIA’s attempts to overthrow Nicaragua’s Marxist
government and the CIA’s
trafficking of cocaine into
the U.S. Another example is
the FBI’s crackdown on liberation groups such as the
Black Panther Coalition in
their attempts to radicalize
and organize major American cities. The American
elite has become more steadfast in its prevention of any
revolutionary action that
harms the country’s status
as a power to be reckoned
with.
In the 20th century, there
existed a feasible possibility
of some form of labor reformation and cultural upheaval
by many American Communist organizations. The U.S.,
in their error, had been lenient enough with anti-state
action that Eugene Debs, an
openly Communist presidential candidate, won 6% of

the popular vote in the 1912
election.
The progress achieved
by the Industiral Workers of the World and early
20th-century anarchists in
regards to labor reforms,
most notably the The Black
Panther Party and the Rainbow Coalition. They successfully implemented China’s former chairman Mao
Zedong’s theories and established the Breakfast Program, the People’s Army
and free education and medical support programs in all
their chapters. That is, until
their dismemberment in the
early ‘80s.
However, these advancements are nearly unimaginable in our current political and cultural climate.
The American population
has missed its chance at a
feasible revolt against the
institutions that suppress
them, and the bourgeois has
better perfected their art of
oppression. The Black and
Indigenous, the homeless
and the disabled, the woman and the ill — they have
no real representation in our
government nor in our deteriorating workers’ unions.
At the moment, all social

organization attempts that
do not coincide with the status quo are shut down with
unyielding force and are
killed by Uncle Sam.
One would ask, “So what
is to be done, then?” To that,
I say that it’s not a matter
of what should be done, but
rather of what we have left
to choose. We can continue to live as slaves and die
without any meaning. We
can fight pointlessly in a war
already won by the enemy.
Or we can resort to self destruction.
Give up and writhe in defeat. Stop worshiping hope
as one worships God. Retreat from your idealism.
The Marxists of this country must come to terms with
reality; the Red Scare has
finally frightened the Red
Specter. We will never be
free.

changes.

In the travel guideline
statement, XU claims that
“Travel is complex, and the
concerns related to travel
during the COVID-19 pandemic stem from our ability to care for and support
students who may develop
symptoms while traveling.”
As a virtually autonomous
organization, all complexities in travel are organized
and planned by our individual organizations and the club
sports department with little
to no help from the university. We are all fully vaccinated and plan our itinerary
around the current situation
of the pandemic, conscious
of how to minimize risk for
our members and surrounding community. We always
aim for responsible behav-

ior and travel, never veering
from the health and safety of
our tight knit family.
No matter how “responsible” this policy change may
seem, there is no upholding rationale behind it. We
have all willingly been fully
vaccinated and are ready to
assume the risks with traveling. As of this moment,
Xavier has only 10 positive
and active cases among students. These 10 students are
not a sudden spike in cases;
our student community has
been at the plus or minus 10
case count for the past few
weeks. Responsibility is important but it is unreasonable to shut down travel for
all organizations.
As you evaluate the implementation of your new

guidelines, we encourage
you to take a step back and
look at the greater picture.
See the message you are
conveying to your students
and who you are choosing to
support over others.

Waleed Majid is a
sophomore Philosophy, Politics and the
Public major. He is a
staff writer for Newswire from Cincinnati.

An open letter on Club Sports
“Respect For All.”
As an organization, we
have felt nothing but disrespected by the COVID-19
Task Force and administration over the past two years.
As varsity sports can continue to travel at full capacity while following the same
guidelines as the rest of the
school, we still have yet to
understand why that same
privilege does not extend to
student organizations, specifically club sports. Still, the
exception is extended to varsity athletics with no proper
reasoning behind it.
“Ethical and Responsible
Behavior.”

Signed,
Xavier Club Baseball

Colin French is a the
president of Club
Baseball. He is a senior marketing major
and a guest writer for
newswire from Chicago.
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Freshman tennis player impresses

Marco Pennelli talks about his love of the sport and the step up in competition from HS
B Y J ESSE D OLOJAN
6WDৼ:ULWHU
As a freshman college tennis player at Xavier, Marco
Pennelli dedicates almost every moment of his life to tennis because of his love for the
sport.
As early as grade school,
Pennelli began to fall in love
with the game and has spent
the majority of his life training and playing at the highest
possible level. He continues
to carry this passion through
his role on the Xavier tennis
team.
“I started playing around
the age of seven or eight. I
was in Boston, back where
I grew up,” Pennelli said. “I
kind of like the individual
part of tennis. I love being a
part of a team, but I like how
I control how good I want to
be.”
XU tennis Assistant Coach
Ryan Rasco commented on
how competitive Pennelli is
every day he comes to tennis.
“He’s one of the best competitors we have on the team.
He hates to lose any single
point, and he makes you earn
every single one,” Rasco said.
“He just grinds through everything. He’s a guy who
loves to fight, he loves the
one-on-one nature and he
loves taking a player’s best
effort and sending it back at

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

Marco Pennelli will look to make his mark for the Xavier men’s tennis team this season as a freshman.
Pennelli is “one of the best competitors” on the team, Xavier tennis Assistant Coach Ryan Rasco said.

him... We love it.”
To continue training for
tennis in middle school, Pennelli participated in various
camps that picked the top recruits in a region and trained
them.
“When I was 12 or 13,
I did regional camps; they
would pick the top four or
five kids in my region in my
age bracket, and we’d go to
a camp for a whole weekend
where we’d have coaches and
pros just teach us,” Pennelli said. “I did multiple such
camps, and they really helped
my development. You meet
coaches that have different
perspectives… Luckily, I was
ranked high enough to be involved in those.”
Pennelli moved to the
South to play high school tennis in Georgia when he was
13, right after eighth grade.
“That was a huge move for
us, I’d never really been down
south, didn’t know much
about it… I had absolutely
no friends or family there,
maybe one distant cousin, but

that’s about it,” Pennelli said.
“It was tough, you know, new
tennis academy. I had never
done online schooling before,
but looking back, I think the
move was definitely beneficial
for me and my parents,” he
added.
Pennelli’s junior year was
cancelled due to COVID-19,
but he was able to have a senior season and play a few
matches. He said that out of
everything, the pandemic affected him mentally the most.
“Not being able to see
friends or family, it made it
very difficult to maintain relationships and even to develop new ones, because I just
joined my new high school,”
Pennelli said. “I feel like some
of my relationships, from my
family back at home in Boston,
have changed just because we
weren’t able to see each other
and keep in contact… That
took a big toll on me mentally
and relationship-wise.”
One thing that influenced
his decision to play college
tennis at Xavier was the

amount of friends he met; he
knew members of the tennis
team even before he joined.
Pennelli met his current
teammates through various
tournaments prior to joining
the tennis team. He also said
that being a part of college
tennis would allow him to
travel more, something that
he loved to do.
“I love to travel and seeing
as we travel as a team everywhere around the country, it’s
always great to see new places,” Pennelli said.
He noted a massive difference in the level of competition between college and high
school tennis.
“I played for a private high
school. We won the state
championship for Georgia,
but college is just so different,” Pennelli said. “You’re
not just competing against
people from the state. College
tennis has so many international players from around
the world that are very, very
talented, so it’s just fantastic.”
During the recruitment

period, he was in close contact with Rasco via text and
phone calls.
“It was during COVID, so
we weren’t able to see him
play… turns out we love
how he plays,” Rasco said.
“You know, my first impression was he was a really good
dude. It looked and sounded
like he would really fit into
the team chemistry and the
environment we work real
hard to build at Xavier.”
Rasco said that this is a
young and hungry team and
that everyone was very talented. He looked for people
on the team to be willing to
push each other to be better
at every practice and want to
be coached — Marco fits into
this mold perfectly.
“He has shown himself to
be the ultimate team guy. He’s
great for team chemistry. The
guys love to be around him,
and he’s one of the hardest workers we have... Even
though he’s a freshman, everybody on the team kind of
learns from him, how he practices,” Rasco said.
“In the end, people want to
be his teammates and around
him off the court, which is
a sign you just got a good
dude.”
Penneli said he’s enjoyed
his experience so far. “I love
this school.”

Women’s soccer beats Villanova and Georgetown

The Musketeers improve to 10-1-1 on the season with two Big East shutout wins
B Y J AKE G EIGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Xavier women’s soccer
continued their success as
they capped off a 2-0 week in
the Big East Conference with
wins against Villanova and
Creighton.
Both were fairly comfortable victories and were monumental for the team after losing an overtime thriller to the
Georgetown Hoyas, who are
ranked No. 25 in the country.
Xavier began their week
at Corcoran Field against a
struggling Villanova Wildcats. XU took a quick lead
with a goal in the fourth
minute from junior forward
Emma Marcus, assisted by
sophomore forward Sonia
Vargas. This goal was the
third of the year for Marcus.
The Musketeers took this
momentum into the half by
holding this one goal lead
and a 10-4 advantage in shots.
The second half was scoreless until senior midfielder
Molly McLaughlin capitalized on a penalty kick in the
79’ minute.
The Musketeers then iced
the game in the 87’ minute
with a goal from freshman
phenom Chloe Netzel. She
leads the team with four goals
on the season. She was assisted by grad student midfielder

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Xavier women’s soccer went 2-0 last week as they knocked off Villanova and Creighton in Big East play.
The Musketeers improved to 10-1-1 on the season and will take on St. John’s and Seton Hall this week.

Carrie Lewis on the play and
made it a team-leading four
assists for her on the season.
Senior goalkeeper Olivia Jenkins received her ninth

win of the season and another shutout. Xavier moved to
9-1-1 on the season with a
2-1 record in the conference.
Villanova dropped to 6-5 on

the season and winless in the
conference with a 0-3 start to
Big East play.
Xavier then traveled to
Omaha, Neb. for a weekend

challenge against the Creighton Blue Jays. Xavier began
this game similar to their victory against Villanova, scoring a goal in the fifth minute
from senior defender Hayley
Jakovich off a side throw-in.
This was Jakovich’s first goal
of the season.
The Musketeers held a
huge advantage in shots at
12-1 going into the half.
Creighton had a plethora of
opportunities with seven corner kicks, but freshman forward Shelly Sallee provided
the insurance goal in the 68’
minute to give the Musketeers a comfortable 2-0 victory.
Xavier’s defense held
strong as Jakovich and fellow senior defender Grace
Brauer played the full 90 minutes, and Jenkins recorded
her sixth shutout of the year.
Xavier moved to 10-1-1 on
the season while Creighton
fell to 6-5-2 and 0-3-1 in the
Big East Conference.
The Musketeers begin
their week at home against a
strong St. John’s team with a
game on Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. John’s has begun the
season 6-2-2 and 2-0-1 in the
conference, so this will be a
tough test.
They then travel to New
Jersey to face Seton Hall on
Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Police TV show brings
rewrites to the table
B Y K ATIE S ANCHEZ
6WDৼ:ULWHU
As the murder of George
Floyd forced Americans to
challenge societal images of
police, NBC’s police comedy
Brooklyn Nine-Nine was faced
with a problem: How do you
make a show about police that
will appease a woke audience,
while maintaining the humor
that made the show popular in
the first place?
Brooklyn Nine-Nine, a sit-

com that details the heists and
hijinks of Brooklyn’s 99th police precinct, has been largely
praised throughout the past
eight years for the diversity
of its cast, as well as its willingness to talk about social
issues.
However, the cultural reckoning over the Summer 2020
meant that the show’s young,
liberal audience was becoming more uncomfortable with
enjoying a glorified image of
the police.

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RI&UHDWLYHFRPPRQVRUJ

The show’s creators responded to this problem by
announcing that they had
scrapped large portions of
the show’s eighth (and final)
season and were going to reevaluate how to make a show
about police in an increasingly
race-aware world.
The show makes an effort
to present a group of police
officers that are aware of
their problems and are trying to solve them. The lovable
lead of the series, Detective
Jake Peralta, has to come to
grips with the fact that his
profession makes him part of
a problem, and the season sees
him grapple with that in a lot
of genuine ways.
He tries to hold other officers accountable to be “one of
the good ones” and accepts a
suspension instead of accepting a cover-up from the police
union when he objectively
does something wrong.
Sergeant Amy Santiago’s
proposal for reform in the
NYPD is eventually chosen
to be implemented, and she
and Captain Raymond Holt
receive promotions which will
presumably allow them to enact significant change as they
gain influence in the top levels
of the NYPD.
There was certainly an
effort to change the show’s
narrative to be more critical
of the police and to advocate
for reform, but a lot of that
importance of that gets lost
as the show tries to go on as
usual in a large portion of the
season.

least somewhat familiar with
the bare bones concepts of
Asian culture, more so than
other cultures. We consume
Asian food and video games
and TV shows, even injecting
Asian culture in White-produced movies.
However, with the growing
outcry to “Stop Asian Hate,”
more people are beginning
to understand the problems
that Asian and Asian-American people face daily. With
Shang-Chi and even movies
that came out before it, like
Crazy Rich Asians, these social
causes have been pushed into
the spotlight.
These movies have been
heralded as the change needed
for these causes to be taken seriously. There are some merits
to these claims; Asian representation has been lacking in
major parts of society, and using a mostly Asian cast would
indeed solve a little bit of that
problem while also bringing it
much-needed attention.
While it doesn’t solve the
problems that Asians and
Asian-Americans face, it at
least shows that people are
becoming more aware of the

need to address them.
But releasing this movie
during a time when more are
becoming vocal and active
about Asian struggles seems a
bit suspicious. Marvel likes releasing important cultural and
sociopolitical movies during
the height of that movie demographic’s social movement,
like Black Panther.
While it’s common knowledge that Marvel has a structured timeline as to how they
release their movies, the marketing of these movies heavily plays into being a force for
change and recognition.
This is in no way the fault
of the director and staff; they
did a phenomenal job with
their unique and accurate
telling of Asian culture and
themes.
The movie is being praised
for its box office success and
shows companies that featuring Asian characters and culture can still bring in the big
bucks. It’s a form of performative activism that is sadly
practiced in most companies
to help sell their products.
Shang-Chi is an achievement in film and a step in

A&E SINGLES
B Y O LIVIA V ALKNER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
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There are plot lines in
many of the episodes that
deal with critical issues, but
these events become isolated
as some characters have little
to no interaction with these
plotlines and do not develop
personal growth.
The series finale, which
should tie up the most important ideas of the season,
makes little mention of the
police reform plotline, and the
antagonist of the season, a
symbol of police corruption,
is notably absent.
Although the final season of Brooklyn Nine-Nine is
flawed, I truly respect the fact

that a light television comedy
attempted to make a stance
on serious issues. It would be
nearly impossible to balance
exposing and fixing every
problem with the police while
maintaining a level of comedy
and casualness in the show’s
farewell season.
The reform for which that
Brooklyn Nine-Nine claims
to advocate is not explored
in depth and often feels contrived and performative, but
Brooklyn Nine-Nine is ultimately optimistic for a future
in policing that is shaped by
good people and strives to be
truly equitable.

Shang-Chi serves as newest attempt at inclusion
B Y O WEN M IGUEL
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Marvel Studios released
Shang-Chi and the Legend of
the Ten Rings, directed by Destin Daniel Cretton, to theaters
on Sept. 3. The company’s
first Asian superhero movie,
starring Simu Liu, Awkwafina
and Tony Leung Chiu-wai, has
been a massive success in both
the box office and the eyes of
critics, earning an estimated
$320 million worldwide and
receiving a 7.9/10 on IMDb.
As Black Panther and Wonder Woman did previously,
Shang-Chi came with the
burden of not only being a
good movie, but also bringing in a lot of money. At the
same time, it sent a message
of accepting and recognizing
the movie’s main demographic along the social causes that
they confront.
Shang-Chi is important because of its role in Asian and
Asian-American representation, but it is also important
because it shows the ugly side
of sociopolitical agendas and
performative activism.
Most Americans are at

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP

:KLOH WKH SULPDULO\ $VLDQOHG ÀOP Shang-Chi, is a step in the right
GLUHFWLRQIRUWKHPRYLHVLWUHÁHFWVDODUJHUQHHGIRUPRUHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ

the right direction to bring
forth the problems Asian and
Asian-American people face
on a daily basis. However, it is
also a message that companies
will hijack social causes to

make a quick buck.
It is important for us as the
public to understand both of
these extremes and give our
support to those who need it
most.
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As October begins, so does spooky season. And in honor of spooky season, it’s time for us to
honor the icons of horror in this fun game of

Monster Mash:
F, .BïZ or ,Jí

Aries: October is upon us, so I bet

you’re expecting a spooOOooky
horoscope. Well, your
partner is cheating on you. But in a
spoooOOOoooky way.

Taurus: It’s official: Clubs can’t

travel. This is the perfect time
to join the “We Do Nothing But
Take a Yearly Trip to Barcelona”
Club, as I imagine they have a lot
of funds to blow now.

So, you down for a little graveyard smash?

By jaCOB sMITH

Gemini: You’re going to have a

Staff Writer

Dracula: F
The hickeys would be hard to cover up, but he’s not based on Vlad the Impaler for
nothing.
Norman Bates: F
He loves role playing and surprises in the shower, and he has a huge Hitchcock.
The Mummy: Kill
Trust me, it looks better with its clothes on.
The Shark from Jaws: F
Hey, my grandma said you should try everything at least once.
Jack Torrance: Kill
Ladies, if your man smashes the bathroom door in with an axe before knocking, that’s a
deal breaker.
Michael Myers: F
He likes it rough, he’s always down to come over when you’re home alone and he spends
most of his life in an asylum, so there’s no commitment necessary. Plus, he kind of
resembles William Shatner.
Freddy Krueger: Kill
Playtime in the bathtub is fun, but if I’m gonna commit to someone, I feel like I should at
least have some space away from them in my dreams.
Hannibal Lecter: Marry
When you find a doctor that can cook and loves face peels, you’d be crazy not to lock that
down.
Those Huge Floating Red Lips from the Opening of Rocky Horror Picture Show: F
I mean… right?
The Phantom of the Opera: F
You can’t listen to Ramin Karimloo’s version of “Music of the Night” without having these
same thoughts.
Morticia Addams: Marry
I don’t know if the Addams Family counts, but I don’t care; I need a goth mommy GF.
Alien: Kill
Sure, the two mouths are intriguing, but getting pregnant by one of these things would be
gut-wrenching. Not worth the risk.
Megan Fox from Jennifer’s Body: Kill
Obviously, have you seen the movie? She kills people. She’s a bad guy.
It Follows: F… and Kill?
If the monster in It Follows kills whomever you have sex with, then would it have to kill
itself if you had sex with it?
Pennywise: F
Dude always carries a rubber, he’s a great dancer and he only comes once every 27 years.
Now that’s endurance. So yes, I’d be down to do “It.”

“Advertisement”

I AM IN NEED OF NFTees
Hello, Xavier students. My name is Calamari Vespucci, and I am an
adjunct professor of New Finance here at Xavier. Now, first off, you might
be thinking: “Non-Fungible Tokens? I ain’t got none of those.” Fear not,
enbys and gentlemenbys; I am not in search of NFTs, but NFTees: t-shirts
of the annoyingly-preachy rapper NF. This is for the fruit of my loins,
Calzone. NF is their favorite rapper (I know they have bad taste but I love
‘em only slightly less). It’s their 14th birthday and I want to make it special
for my little person.

If you have any please email me at CRYTPO_CALAMARI@yahoo.com or
interrupt my crypto trading class in Smith 417, Fridays at 6-8:30 p.m.

NF, Calzone’s favorite. Pretty
hunky, right? And he’s got some
hard bars about Jesus.
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One of the famed “Bored Ape”
NFTs, a perfect example of what
I’m NOT looking for.
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rough week, but the stars want
you to know it’s not their fault. It’s
those damn liberals!

Cancer: Don’t let yourself be put
in a box. Charles Manson wrote a
song for the Beach Boys, and yet
everyone just knows him as “that
cult guy.”

Leo: Stop leaving your friends on
read. That’s the second rudest thing
you can do to a friend (behind
forcing them to come to your
improv show).
Virgo: You’re cursed: Every time
you go to say something in class,
the person before you will say it
first. But your teacher will still
call on you, so you’ll just have to
sheepishly be like “oh that’s what I
was gonna say.” Every. Damn. Class.

Libra: Your
horoscope for this
week is in video
format. Find it at
this QR code:
Scorpio: You’ll never meet anyone
nicer than the ladies in the sandwich line in the Caf. I mean, Jeff is
fine, but a little overrated.

Sagittarius: You’re gonna get

super sick this weekend. Don’t
expect sympathy, though; it
won’t be COVID-19, and no one
gives a hoot about your
common cold-catching ass.

Capricorn: You really missed out
by not going to the DAYA concert.
She did a beautiful rendition of
“You Ain’t Gotta Like It ‘cause the
Hood Gone Love It” by Jay Rock ft.
Kendrick Lamar.
Aquarius: Don’t be afraid to tell
your friends their memes suck. If
they send those “wholesome” memes
that are just a picture of a kitten or
something, drop them entirely.
Pisces: It is your destiny to
revive the “Thumb” series of
parody movies often played
on Cartoon Network in our
youth. You know, Thumb Wars,
The Godthumb, Frankenthumb,
remember those?

