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During winter break, long-
time history professor Dr. Ra-
chel Chrastil was named the 
next Provost and Chief  Aca-
demic Officer, assuming office 
on Jan. 1 with a hopeful and 
enthusiastic outlook for the 
university’s future.  

The Provost and Chief  
Academic Officer is one of  
the foremost positions at the 
university. In her new role, 
Chrastil is responsible for 
ensuring students’ academic 
success and wellness by over-
seeing the academic quality in 
all four colleges at Xavier. She 
works with and reports di-
rectly to Dr. Colleen Hanycz, 
president.

“Even just in the first few 
days that I’ve been in the of-
fice, I’ve been able to be in so 
many different circles and try 
to bridge so many different 
constituencies, important peo-
ple and conversations. It’s a 
privilege, and I hope to honor 
all those different groups of  
people in this work,” Chrastil 

said. 
Chrastil emphasized her 

main focus in her new position 
is improving the student ex-
perience.

“The biggest priority for 
me right now is how can we 
help students who come to 
Xavier stay at Xavier and get 
the degree they came for,” 
Chrastil said. 

“I cannot wait to see stu-
dents at commencement, 
whether they are undergradu-
ate, graduate students or even 
our APEX adult learners. We 
are thrilled to have all those 
different student populations 
here, and I want them to get 
what they came for,” she add-
ed. 

Chrastil came to Xavier as 
an assistant history professor 
in 2005 and was named pro-
fessor in 2017. She explained 
that her teaching experience 
has amplified her devotion to 
the Xavier student communi-
ty. 

“My last class of  students 
for me was a special moment, 
and I relished every second of  
it,” she said. 
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Sophomore Philosophy, 
Politics and the Public ma-
jor Sam Skelley was one of  
Chrastil’s students last se-
mester. 

“Dr. Chrastil was a really 
engaging professor who made 
me excited to come to her 
class every day. You could tell 
that she was passionate about 
ensuring that her students ac-
tually understand the material 
instead of  just being there to 
get credit,” Skelley said. “So, I 
am confident that she will be 
an invaluable asset to the uni-
versity as academic provost,” 
he concluded.

Not only does Chrastil have 
a passion for teaching, but she 
is also a distinguished author. 
She has written Organizing 
for War: France, 1870-1914, 
The Siege of  Strasbourg and 
How to Be Childless: A History 
and Philosophy of  Life Without 
Children. 

Chrastil’s work has ap-

peared in The Washington 
Post, Psychology Today, Cin-
cinnati Edition, New Books 
Network and the podcast 
Think Act Be. 

In addition to her writing, 
Chrastil has worn several hats 
during her stint at Xavier.

She was the founding direc-
tor of  the First-Year Seminar 
program in 2015, served as 
Associate Dean of  the Col-
lege of  Arts and Sciences on 
a rotating term from 2017 to 
2020, oversaw Xavier’s Take 
It On initiative and led the 
2021 affirmation of  accredi-
tation with the Higher Learn-
ing Commission.

In addition, Chrastil led 
the academic team on the 
COVID-19 Task Force in col-
laboration with faculty and 
staff  across the university. 
She is currently working with 
the force in a different capac-
ity. 

“The COVID-19 Task 

Force is what has allowed me 
to have a really broad set of  
experiences and set of  per-
spectives. So, when I’m mak-
ing decisions, I’m going to 
have more insight into dif-
ferent areas of  the university 
and have relationships across 
the university,” Chrastil stat-
ed. 

In an article posted on 
Xavier’s website, Dr. Hany-
cz expressed her excitement 
regarding Dr. Chrastil’s ap-
pointment. 

“I am pleased to share that 
Dr. Rachel Chrastil has ac-
cepted the role of  Provost 
and Chief  Academic Officer,” 
Hanycz said. “Dr. Chrastil has 
a unique set of  leadership ex-
periences for this distinctive 
time at Xavier. As we head 
into our strategic planning 
process, Dr. Chrastil will play 
an important role in bringing 
forward new ideas for Xavier’s 
future.”
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Coleman conveys consideration is key
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As Xavier faces the highest 
number of  active positive cas-
es on campus since the start 
of  the pandemic, Chair of  the 
COVID-19 Task Force Jeff  
Coleman encouraged the com-
munity to be considerate of  
one another as the university 
overcomes challenges posed 
by the virus.

While other universities in 
the tri-state area, including 
the University of  Cincinnati 
and Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity, transitioned to remote 
learning, Xavier returned to 
campus as planned.

“A number of  universities 
have taken different approach-
es to returning to campus, in-
cluding pushing the start of  
the semester back a few weeks 
to bringing their students 
back to campus but keeping 
them out of  the classrooms,” 
Coleman said.

When considering how 
Xavier should approach the 
start of  the spring semester, 
Coleman noted it was import-
ant that the task force consid-
ered every option, but not ev-
ery option made sense for the 
university.

“Keeping students out of  
the classroom didn’t seem to 
make a lot of  sense to us, be-
cause what we’ve found is that 
the classrooms are our safest 
places on campus… so we 
ruled that out,” he stated.

Coleman said the univer-
sity heavily considered the 
community’s track record 
when making their decision to 
return to campus, noting the 
task force has learned from its 
experiences and successes the 
past few semesters when deal-
ing with by COVID-19.

Despite these experienc-
es, Coleman explained that 
the task force was expecting 
a surge in cases regardless 
of  when students returned 
to campus, due to the highly 
transmissible nature of  the 
Omicron variant.

“We were going to have a 
surge in cases no matter when 
we brought our students back. 
Whether we brought them 
back this week or next week 
or later in January, we were 
going to have a surge,” Cole-
man said.

Just as the task force ex-
pected, there was a surge of  
cases among the Xavier com-
munity as students began 
their returns to campus. 

As of  Tuesday, there were 
141 active positive cases on 
campus, a number which has 
declined by nearly half  since 
Saturday.

However, unlike the surge 
in cases brought about by 
the Delta variant in the fall 
of  2021 when cases fell just 
as quickly as it rose, the task 
force expects that cases may 
plateau at a high amount for 
two to three weeks.

Coleman cited two main 
reasons for this belief, stat-

ing, “The transmissibility is 
so high that a number of  stu-
dents and employees are go-
ing to get this regardless of  
what you do, whether you’re 
masked or boosted or not… 
and we also have a holiday 
weekend coming up.”

As the Center for Disease 
Control and local health ad-
ministrative bodies adjust 
their guidelines in the upcom-
ing weeks, Coleman noted 
that Xavier’s guidelines may 
change, potentially including 
a mandate for a COVID-19 
booster shot.

“We are leaning towards 
requiring the booster shot 
sooner rather than later, and 
a number of  universities have 
already started requiring the 
booster shot, so we are antici-
pating sometime this semester 
requiring the booster shot,” 
Coleman said.

While Xavier may face un-
foreseen obstacles as a result 
of  COVID-19, Coleman em-
phasized that a switch to vir-
tual learning is very unlikely.

He reiterated that being 
able to cooperate with one 
another and pivot when nec-
essary will be as important as 
ever to a successful semester.

“Continue to be consider-
ate of  one another. We have 
a strong plan in place, but we 
have some unknowns that may 
come in two to three weeks 
that we don’t know how it 
will play out. But we’ll get 
through it together, like we al-
ways have,” Coleman said.

January 10, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

Dave Johnson, associate provost and Chief  
Student Affairs Officer, and Dr. Colleen 
Hanycz, president, discussed COVID-19 
protocols and strategic planning going 
forward. Strategic planning is expected to 
be complete by May, receive final approv-
al in August and launch in September. 
 
There are currently three Senate vacancies: 
two on the Academic Affairs Committee 
led by Sen. Cheyenne Schick and one on the 
Student Organizations Committee led by 
Sen. Ethan Brosnan.    
  
The student activity fee budgeting process 
will begin soon.     
   
The Campus On and Off  Living Com-
mittee, led by Sen. Murphy Penwell, is in 
discussion regarding campus beauty, com-
munity trash clean up, The Store and a pos-
sible fenced dog area on campus.   
   
Sen. Diego Pulido, along with others, will 
be working toward increasing SGA visibil-
ity and student involvement. Ideas include 
getting in touch with the Admissions Office 
to reach prospective students, designing 
pamphlets and creating an accessible, per-
manent Zoom option.

BY CHLOE SALVESON 
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• A Baltimore turtle was 
mercilessly cyberbullied 
on his birthday, leading 
some to suggest that tur-
tles should avoid social 
media until they are at 
least 100-years-old (Jan. 
7).

• Sweet, sweet irony: Two 
lawyers arguing against 
the federal vaccine man-
date will have to present 
their arguments remotely, 
after testing positive for 
COVID-19 (Jan. 7).

• “Ya nasty”: Norwegian 
military recruits must 

give their used under-
wear and bras back at 
the end of  their service 
due to supply shortages 
(Jan. 8).

 
• A shocking new study 

has found that individ-
uals obsessed with ce-
lebrities tend to be less 
intelligent (Jan. 9). 

• Gotta catch ‘em all (ex-
cept the robbers): LAPD 
officers ignored a rob-
bery call while catching 
a Snorlax on Pokémon 
Go. The officers have 
since been fired (Jan. 11).

Pokémon police,  used undies, celebrities

Cincinnati adjusts to Omicron

The COVID-19 variant 
Omicron has reached the Cin-
cinnati area, driving schools 
to adjust to rising exposures, 
infections and deaths. The 
Hamilton County Board of  
Commissioners has officially 
declared a state of  emergen-
cy due to rising cases.

Omicron has less severe 
symptoms than the Delta 
variant. However, the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
reports that the Omicron 
variant could be just as easi-
ly transmissible as the Delta 
variant. 

In the Cincinnati area, 
Omicron’s transmission rates 
reflect the CDC’s concerns 
about the variant’s rapid 
spread. This led commission-
ers to declare the 60-day state 
of  emergency in the county. 
The declaration will allow 
the county to buy rapid tests 
in bulk.

 “Hospitalizations are at a 
record high,” Greg Kester-
man, Health Commissioner 
for Hamilton County Public 
Health, warned. Kesterman 
also reported that death rates 
in the county have climbed 
since the summer and could 
continue to increase.

Alongside overwhelmed 
hospitals, schools and univer-
sities in the area are strug-
gling to make decisions about 

how to handle the pandemic. 
Two schools in Cincinnati 

experiencing pandemic-cen-
tered decisions are the Lan-
guage Enrichment and Ac-
ademic Proficiency (LEAP) 
and Academy of  World Lan-
guages (AWL). 

Just as the new year began, 
Cincinnati Public Schools 
(CPS) switched LEAP and 
AWL to temporary remote 
learning. 

As decisions regarding 
learning are made on a case-
by-case basis for each school, 
parents and students face the 
brunt of  Omicron’s impact 
on both their academic and 
personal lives. 

“It’s a little triggering,” 
Monica Betomakita, a CPS 
parent, said. She explained 
that the sudden shift to re-
mote learning has impacted 
the mental health of  her chil-
dren. 

Universities are also at 
risk. The University of  Cin-
cinnati (UC) has transitioned 
to remote learning with plans 
to return in person on Jan. 
24. COVID-19 screening 
tests are conducted at UC for 
all students who choose to 
return to campus before the 
transition back. 

UC has also created a re-
mote space where crucial 
activities such as labs and 
performances can be con-
tinued. In a letter from the 
university, remote learning 

was deemed a preventative 
measure to combat Omicron’s 
high transmissibility, as well 
as a way to assess the vari-
ant’s impact on the school’s 
population. 

“We want to ensure that, 
when we come back, we come 
back to a safer, healthier and 
fully vibrant face-to-face ex-
perience,” the letter says.

Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity (NKU) has delayed 
classes due to the rise in 
transmission rates and the 
number of  COVID-19 infec-
tions. 

Ashish Vaidya, NKU’s 
president, plans to adjust the 
schedule of  exams and sum-
mer classes to make up for the 
delay. Vaidya also advocates 
for utilizing hybrid teaching 
as much as possible. 

Vaidya expects Omi-
cron-related spikes to fall by 
the end of  the month. For 
now, NKU’s president wants 
to focus on the region’s cur-
rent data showing record in-
fections, most notably the re-
gional transmission rate. At 
its height, the transmission 
rate rose to 1.3%.

The Omicron variant also 
affected Hamilton County 
public libraries, which will 
be operating for fewer hours 
each day. The libraries will 
operate from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Currently, there are 
over 10,000 active cases of  
COVID-19 in Cincinnati.

The Lighter Side
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BY MORGAN MILES

Violent clashes between po-
lice and protestors have killed 
at least 164 people in Kazakh-
stan. Spurred by rising fuel 
prices, the protests evolved 
into demonstrations against 
the nation’s former president 
Nursultan Nazarbayev.

On Saturday, Kazakhstan’s 
current president Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev received 
guidance on “restoring order” 
from Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin. This followed the 
deployment of  Russian troops 
to the country. 

Protests began on Jan. 2 
following widespread outrage 
over the government’s deci-
sion to remove the price cap 
on liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG), causing the price to 
double.

Many people in Kazakh-
stan rely on LPG to fuel their 
cars, including roughly half  
the population who reside in 
rural areas with limited access 
to public transportation.

Dozens of  protestors were 
killed after an attempt to 
storm police buildings in the 
city of  Almaty, the largest 
city in Kazakhstan. An addi-
tional 8,000 protestors have 

been detained, and an estimat-
ed 2,000 civilians have been 
injured thus far in the unrest.

“This story is not about 
the price of  gas. This story 
is about power. It’s about in-
equality, and it’s about a lack 
of  political choice,” Melinda 
Haring, Deputy Director of  
the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia 
Center, said.

Russia sent additional 
troops to Kazakhstan on Jan. 
7 in order to promote “peace-
keeping” at the request of  To-

kayev. He gave police permis-
sion to “shoot to kill without 
warning” during a televised 
address on Friday.

Tokayev declared a state 
of  emergency on Jan. 5, and 
on Jan. 7 agreed to reinstate 
the price caps on LPG for six 
months. This compromise has 
not resulted in a resolution of  
the unrest.

Protestors have also ex-
pressed anger at Nazarbayev, 
who has since been removed 
from his role on the Security 

Council following the protests.
Born in 1940, Nazarbayev 

began his political career with 
the Communist Party and led 
Kazakhstan for nearly three 
decades from the Soviet era 
until 2019 when he stepped 
down and appointed his suc-
cessor.

He has been criticized for 
autocratic practices and for 
promoting policies that ben-
efit Kazakhstan’s upper class. 
His family has grown wealthy, 
in contrast to the widespread 

poverty in Kazakhstan.
Protestors have expressed 

frustration with Nazarbayev’s 
continued role in the govern-
ment and with the lack of  po-
litical representation within 
the country. In response to 
Nazarbayev’s membership of  
the Kazakh National Security 
Committee and continued role 
as de facto ruler of  Kazakh-
stan, protestors have chanted: 
“Old man, go away!”

Tokayev dismissed the 
Cabinet and Prime Minister 
from their positions. Nazarba-
yev also resigned as head of  
the Kazakh National Security 
Committee, leaving Tokayev 
in control. Russia has agreed 
to send allied military forces 
to the cities most affected by 
the protests.

Tokayev’s decision to call 
for Russian military assistance 
to quell the protests has been 
met with mixed responses. 

“Once Russians are in your 
house, it’s sometimes very dif-
ficult to get them to leave,” 
U.S. Secretary of  State An-
thony Blinken said.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping disagreed with Blinken.

“(Tokayev) demonstrated a 
highly-responsible attitude to 
the country and the people,” 
Xi said.  

Kazakhstan engulfed in protests
Protests against Nazarbayev, fuel prices continue as Russia sends in troops

BY IVY LEWIS
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Harper Lee shocked the 
world in 2015 by releasing a 
new novel, despite saying on 
several occasions she would 
never publish again. 

She didn’t need to, either. 
Her novel, To Kill a Mocking-
bird (TKAM) is widely consid-
ered to be one of  the greatest 
American stories of  the 20th 
century and was even called 
“our national novel” by Oprah 
Winfrey. 

It is taught as required 
reading by schools through-
out the country, and the film 
that was made based on the 
book won three Academy 
Awards. It is well-loved by 
critics and your grandma 
alike; it has been a classic since 
its publication in 1960. 

Go Set a Watchman, the “se-
quel” to TKAM, was not met 
with such positive reviews. 
It follows Scout, the lovable 
main character of  the orig-
inal, after she has grown up 
and moved out of  her father’s 

house and her hometown. She 
quickly realizes that things 
are not what she thought they 
were when she was a child.

TKAM paints Scout’s father 
Atticus as a man of  integrity. 
He defends Tom Robinson, a 
Black man, in court after he 
is falsely accused of  raping 
a White woman in a racist 
Southern town that was ready 
to throw him in jail. Atticus 
accepts all of  the harassment 
he and his children received as 
a result of  his role in the trial 
with grace. 

These traits, along with his 
parenting skills, made Atticus 
a well-loved literary character 
and a prime example of  stand-
ing up for what you know is 
right. TKAM was, for a while, 
the definitive non-racist novel 
— that is to say, a White sav-
ior story that allows White 
readers to see rejection of  
outright White supremacy as 
heroism. 

What TKAM is not, how-

ever, is an anti-racist novel. It 
is an agreeable, easily-digest-
ible fantasy that allows White 
people to feel like they are not 
part of  White supremacy be-
cause they don’t walk around 
spitting on Black people, use 
racial slurs or join the Ku 
Klux Klan. It does not require 
a confrontation of  one’s own 
contributions to the White 
supremacy that has become 
ingrained in our institutions 
and attitudes. 

This proved diffcult for 
many readers of  Go Set a 
Watchman. In it, Atticus is 
portrayed as a verifiable racist. 
He is involved in a city council 
that worked to preserve seg-
regation and does not believe 
Black people are “ready” to 
vote. 

Many of  the reviews that 
so strongly criticized Go Set 
a Watchman cited Atticus’ 
bigotry as a continuity error 
that ruined the sanctity of  
the original. However, this is 

an invalid statement for many 
reasons, the first and most 
technical of  which being that 
it is not technically a sequel.  

Lee released her second 
novel as an independent proj-
ect — it was not meant to 
be read as a follow-up to the 
first, and it was actually writ-
ten before she wrote TKAM. 
In fact, in Go Set a Watchman, 
Tom was acquitted; in TKAM, 
his guilty verdict is a major 
plot point. This suggests that 
many reviewers likely didn’t 
care much about the alleged 
continuity issue, but were in-
stead just upset that their for-
mer hero had to be removed 
from his pedestal. 

Secondly, and more im-
portantly, Atticus’ bigotry 
actually doesn’t contradict 
his actions in the first book 
at all. His defense of  Tom 
and subsequent participation 
in a council whose purpose 
is to prevent integration and 
Black voting rights are both 

symptoms of  a type of  racism 
reminiscent of  the “White 
Man’s Burden.” Atticus does 
not believe that Black people 
are equal to White people, but 
that they are child-like and 
require protection from them-
selves and others. 

While Go Set a Watchman 
is far from a perfect book, it 
hardly deserved so much of  
its subpar critical assessment. 
More than likely, a bunch of  
White people were just real-
ly peeved they can no longer 
idolize their literary good guy 
dad. 

Harper Lee’s return deserved better

Julia Lankisch is a 
junior environmen-
tal science and music 
double major. She is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Naperville, 
Ill.

The camera cuts close to 
the face of  our main charac-
ter. He gives a look of  equal 
parts shock and intrigue be-
fore the scene quickly cuts 
to a cramped, dim elevator 
painted the color of  fresh 
blood. He speaks an ancient 
poem to the pale-faced, vel-
vet-clad woman who grabs 
his arm tight, insisting she 
will never leave the palatial, 
snow-capped hotel they re-
side in. 

Upon describing the 
scene, what movie comes to 
mind? Perhaps The Shining, 
or at least some horror thrill-
er you don’t know the name 
of… but you’d be wrong. 
The scene in question is Wes 
Andersons Grand Budapest 
Hotel and is quickly followed 
by Ralph Fiennes berating 
Tilda Swinton for her choice 
of  nail color.  

Anderson is the horror 
genre’s last hope. In an era 
of  done-to-death remakes 
and Blumhouse mediocrity, 
no one has unintentional-
ly shown their worth to the 
genre with their directorial 
style and troping than An-
derson. 

Anderson’s obsession 
with the American vintage 
aesthetic builds the per-
fect setting for the next big 
thriller. His reliance for old 
technology and transporta-
tion like rotary phones and 
bus stations, in the context 
of  a horror movie, would 
be the perfect mechanism 
to instill a feeling of  dread 
in the characters and audi-
ence alike, as the old world 
technology symbolizes un-
reliability, isolation and help-
lessness (especially if  any-
thing were to go wrong, say, 
an escaped killer?)

The cramped, industri-
al submarine of  The Life 
Aquatic with Steve Zissou 
beckons memories of 20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea. The 
Grand Budapest and The 
Overlook’s empty lobbies 
and sprawling mountains 
isolate their main characters. 
For every Anderson endeav-
or, there’s a perfect parallel 
to a classic horror film.  

However, this may be be-
cause, location-wise, the an-
tiquity of  Anderson’s worlds 
lends well to the slightly ee-
rie aesthetic. Landmarks like 

lighthouses and sprawling, 
moss-covered forests (à la 
Moonrise Kingdom), evoke the 
unsettling feeling of  step-
ping into the long-forgotten 
memory of  a vintage scrap-
book.  

Even the pastels that the 
director has become famous 
for implementing in his films 
aesthetics can bring about 
the feeling of  unease if  he 
intended. Pastel interiors are 
old. Age is scary, as it rep-
resents a resilience to time 
and, in a much more super-
natural sense, a refusal to 
decay. Anderson’s settings 
have massive potential to be 
scary for the simple fact that 
they are the very symbol of  
a ghost. They refuse to stay 
dead. 

However, it is not the di-
rector’s art style that leads 
me to my conclusion; it is the 
directing. Perhaps more fa-
mous than the pastel-washed 
landscapes of  Anderson is 
his signature perfectionism 
in framing and dialogue. 
Every shot is washed with 
perfect framing and precise 
symmetry. I’ve seen some 
online film buffs argue this 

perfectionism is to make the 
absurdity of  his films more 
natural, but for our purposes, 
I couldn’t agree less. 

 Humans are not perfect. 
Not even close. So when 
we see someone standing 
straight as a pin, perfectly 
positioned to stand in the 
exact middle of  a room, we 
know something’s wrong. 
That little tick in our brain 
goes off  and our gut sinks 
into the uncanny valley. And 
when someone takes abnor-
mally long pauses between 
each floral sentence, it’s as 
if  they have to plan every 
word carefully at risk of  get-
ting caught in a lie, and we 
feel someone is pretending 
to be normal (or maybe even 
pretending to be human). 
There’s something off  but 
we, the audience, just don’t 
know what. 

This rigid perfectionism 
could even bode well for a 
horror stop-motion endeav-
or similar to Isle of  Dogs or 
Fantastic Mr. Fox. Movies 
like Coraline have proven the 
terrifying effect stop-mo-
tion can instill in audiences. 
This concept mixed with 

Anderson’s unnatural sym-
metry and slightly-too-real-
istic stop-motion dolls… the 
uncanny valley would turn 
into the uncanny Mariana’s 
trench. 

Ultimately, the only thing 
stopping Wes Anderson 
from becoming the biggest 
name in modern horror is his 
own personal preferences. I 
could write an extra 25 pages 
about why Anderson could 
be the future — my favorite 
genre needs to stay afloat — 
but the man just likes writ-
ing heart-felt stories on the 
importance of  family and 
friends too much. However, 
if  Anderson ever wants to 
dip his toes in blood-soaked 
water, the blush pink-paint-
ed door is always open. 

sophomore nursing 
major. He is the Dig-
ital Communications 
Manager for Newswire 
from Dublin, Ohio.

Save horror, Wes Anderson
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Stay six feet away from me
As I write this, I am test-

ing positive for COVID-19. 
But according to Xavier, I 
will attend in-person classes 
alongside all of  you. My ad-
vice: Stay as far from me as 
you can, because I could give 
you COVID-19 and never 
know it happened. 

Over winter break, I test-
ed positive. As I hit my 10th 
symptomless day, it became 
evident that I was going to 
continue testing positive 
long after I was contagious. 
This is relatively common; 
the incubation period for 
COVID-19 can be up to 14 
days, and some individuals 
test positive for up to six 
weeks. 

This phenomenon is not 
new, and it’s well-known 
that people who test positive 
become radically less conta-
gious after 10 days. The is-
sue, however, is that I tested 
positive for the Delta vari-
ant. 

Typical COVID-19 tests 
cannot tell you which strain 
of  the virus you have con-
tracted. However, I expe-
rienced a loss of  taste and 
smell — a symptom not as-
sociated as commonly with 
Omicron. 

Data shows that individ-
uals who contracted any 
other strain of  COVID-19 
have little natural immunity 
against Omicron. Dr. Grego-
ry Poland, head of  the Mayo 
Clinic’s Vaccine Research 
Group, explained: “Some-
body who’s previously been 
infected with (COVID-19), 
their chance of  getting re-

infected with Omicron is 
almost 5½-fold higher than 
reinfection with Delta.” 

This reinfection could be 
immediate. In fact, there are 
even cases of  individuals 
who have been infected with 
Omicron and Delta variants 
at the same time. This means 
that, as soon as I exited iso-
lation, I became susceptible 
to reinfection from the Omi-
cron variant. 

I am still testing positive 
from my Delta case. I had 
very mild symptoms during 
my stint with Delta, a variant 
experts are saying is likely 
more severe than the newest. 
So if  I contracted Omicron, I 
wouldn’t be able to tell from 
a test that I am reinfected. I 
m i g h t 
not even 
know. 

I 
d o n ’ t 
w a n t 
to in-
fect my 
classmates. I don’t want to 
infect anyone. For that rea-
son, I am wholly uncom-
fortable with returning to 
in-person classes. But Xavi-
er’s administration has made 
it abundantly clear that 
in-person classes are here to 
stay. 

In Xavier’s Jan. 6 Cam-
pus Message, administrators 
admit that our nation, state, 
county and community are 
“experiencing a dramatic 
increase in COVID-19 in-
fections.” They wrote: “We 
anticipate a spike in COVID 
cases in our community at 

the beginning of  the semes-
ter.” Mere sentences later, 
t h e y 
p r o -
c e e d -
ed to 
tell us 
that all 
in-person learning will re-
sume as planned. 

To summarize, Provost 
Rachel Chrastil, Vice Pres-
ident of  Risk Management 
Jeff  Coleman and Dean of  
Students Jean Griffin told 
students that they antici-
pate members of  the Xavi-
er community will contract 
COVID-19, and that there’s 
nothing more to be done 
about it. They mandated vac-
cines and masks, so what else 

c o u l d 
t h e y 
possibly 
do? 

I will 
tell you: 
Go on-
line. 

Now, in all fairness, they 
addressed this in their email. 
In-person learning, to them, 
is important “to support our 
students’ educational, social 
and emotional needs.” 

Well, I just had COVID-19. 
I can tell you firsthand that 
nothing has ever been worse 
for my social and emotion-
al needs. I am a junior. I’ve 
done remote learning before, 
and COVID-19 was infinite-
ly worse for my social and 
emotional needs than Zoom 
could ever be. 

I understand and appreci-
ate the value that in-person 

learning could bring to some 
students, and I absolutely 

v a l i -
d a t e 
t h a t . 
If  oth-
er stu-
d e n t s 

are vaccinated and comfort-
able attending class in per-
son, they 
should. 

But I 
am wor-
ried. The 
c o n c e p t 
that Xavier anticipates me 
contracting the virus makes 
me feel deeply hurt and con-
cerned. I am worried con-
stantly that no further pre-
ventative measures will be 
taken for students who don’t 
anticipate themselves con-
tracting coronavirus. 

This thought is and has 
been on the top of  my mind 
for weeks, and quite frank-
ly, it’s distracting. It is an 
active detriment to my ed-
ucation to come home after 
class and worry if  I am sick, 
if  I have spread the virus to 
my classmates, if  they are 
going home to an immuno-
compromised loved one and 
endangering someone’s life 
because I came to class. 

I know that not everyone 
feels the same, and I respect 
that. But the fact that Xavier 
doesn’t respect that infuri-
ates me. Instead of  listening 
to students’ worries, the uni-
versity created a “one-size-
fits-all” COVID-19 plan that 
— and I repeat — anticipates 
you getting sick. 

The solution to this is 
mind-bogglingly simple: 
Provide a hybrid attendance 
option. Let students and 
faculty choose. Every mem-
ber of  Xavier’s community 
deserves to make their own 
risk assessment. 

Every faculty member has 
been through this pandem-

ic with us. 
They all 
know how 
to instruct 
a hybrid 
c o u r s e , 

because students have been 
contracting the virus for the 
past two years. And more 
importantly, faculty also 
deserve to choose if  they 
are comfortable resuming 
in-person courses. 

Xavier, not just its admin-
istrators, should determine 
what supports our educa-
tional, social and emotional 
needs. If  any administra-
tors have a problem with 
that statement, their current 
stance dictates that they can 
come talk to me about it in 
person. But if  I were them, 
I wouldn’t — because my 
tests say that I’ve still got 
COVID-19. 

Mo Juenger is a junior 
Spanish and history 
double major. She is 
the Print Managing 
Editor for Newswire 
from Cincinnati.

I don’t want to infect my class-
mates. I don’t want to infect 
anyone...but Xavier’s adminis-
tration has made it abundantly 
clear that in-person classes are 
here to stay. 

Instead of  listening to students’ 
worries, the university created 

plan that anticipates you getting 
sick. 

The concept that Xavier 
anticipates me contract-
ing the virus makes me feel 
deeply hurt and concerned.
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9-4 advantage on the offen-
sive glass. 

The Musketeers offen-
sive numbers in the first 
half  were downright ugly, 
as they shot just 7-25 from 
the field, including 2-12 from 
three-point range. Beating a 
team as talented as Villano-
va is hard enough, but when 
a team shoots 28% from the 
floor, that just makes it expo-
nentially harder. 

Villanova also had 12 sec-
ond-chance points in the first 
half, compared to just four 
for the Musketeers. Xavier 
also struggled inside, going 
just 3-8 on layups in the first 
half. Senior Nate Johnson led 
Xavier with eight first-half  
points. 

The second half  start-
ed out with some question-
able officiating. After Xavier 
cut the lead to nine, Moore 

looked like he double-drib-
bled but there was no call, 
and he kicked it out to Gilles-
pie for three. After another 
Gillespie basket, junior Jack 
Nunge collected an offensive 
rebound down the other end 
and was fouled.

It looked like Nunge was 
in the act of  shooting when 
the foul was committed and 
he made the layup, but it was 
ruled to be on the floor, and 
Xavier ended up without a 
point on the possession. A 
catch-and-shoot three by 
Johnson cut the Villanova 
lead to seven at 45-38, and it 
seemed like Xavier was gain-
ing momentum. 

A miss by senior guard 
Paul Scruggs on the next 
possession led to a score by 
Moore down the other end, 
and Nova regained a nine-
point lead. Johnson answered 

back again though with a 
floater in the lane, but a layup 
by Villanova senior forward 
Brandon Slater and a John-
son missed heat-check three 
killed some of  the Xavier mo-
mentum. 

An and-one by redshirt 
sophomore forward Eric Dix-
on gave Villanova a 54-42 
lead with 10:09 to play. An 
unforced Xavier turnover fol-
lowed, and any momentum 
the Musketeers had was offi-
cially gone. 

Xavier missed a few chanc-
es to chip away at the lead 
later in the half, as junior 
forward Zach Freemantle 
missed a three and couldn’t 
finish at the rim on the next 
possession. Villanova main-
tained a 54-45 lead with 6:30 
left in the game. For the next 
five minutes though, it was all 
Xavier. 

Paul Scruggs and Nate Johnson tried to will Xavier to a win on Wednesday night, but the Musketeers fell 
against the Villanova Wildcats. Xavier fell to 12-3 on the season, but there were some encouraging signs. 

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Xavier loses a heartbreaker to ‘Nova
The Musketeers went on a 

10-0 run and tied the game at 
56-56 after a Scruggs three. 

Moore answered with an 
and-one, and after a missed 
three by sophomore forward 
Colby Jones, Brandon Slater 
went 1-2 at the free throw 
line to give the Wildcats a 
four-point lead. 

With 51.3 seconds left, 
Nunge made two free throws 
to cut it to 60-58, and Dixon 
was called for a travel with 
29.2 seconds to go. Scruggs 
missed at the rim, and Moore 
knocked down two free 
throws to give Villanova a 62-
58 advantage. 

Scruggs scored with 10.2 
seconds left, and the Mus-
keteers took a timeout down 
62-60. Moore went back to 
the line with six seconds left, 
and knocked down both free 
throws to essentially end the 
Musketeers’ chances for the 
night. 

Scruggs missed a three 
down the other end and then 
Nunge made a three-pointer 
as time expired, but it didn’t 
count-and Villanova walked 
away with a 64-60 win. It was 
Xavier’s first loss at home on 
the season. 

The Musketeers fell to 
12-3 with the loss, but can 
get back on track with a win 
Saturday at home against the 
Creighton Bluejays, who will 
come to town at 10-4. 

The Cincinnati Bengals are the No. 4 seed in the AFC, but they enter the playoffs as one of the hottest teams 
in the league. They’ll face stiff competition in the AFC against the Buffalo Bills and Kansas City Chiefs. 

The 2022 NFL Playoffs are 
upon us after a wild conclu-
sion to the regular season. 

The playoff  picture was 
not determined until Sun-
day night, as the Las Vegas 
Raiders and the Los Angeles 
Chargers battled it out until 
the final seconds of  overtime 
with a game-winning field 
goal by Raiders kicker Daniel 
Carlson. 

There are some familiar 
teams in this year’s playoffs as 
well as some new faces, such 
as the Arizona Cardinals, 
Raiders, Philadelphia Eagles 
and the Cincinnati Bengals. 
With no clear-cut favorite, 
this should be some of  the 
better content we have seen 
in recent NFL playoffs.

In the NFC, the Green 
Bay Packers and quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers received a 
first-round bye with a 13-4 
record and the No. 1 overall 
seed. Green Bay looks poised 
to win the NFC after losing 
in the championship game 
last year at home against 
Tom Brady and Super Bowl 
defending champs the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers. 

The Packers have an im-
proved defense, and All-Pro 
left tackle David Bakhtiari 
and starting cornerback Jaire 

Alexander back, so Green 
Bay is near full strength for 
their Super Bowl run. 

The Buccaneers also fin-
ished with a 13-4 record, but 
questions remain. Receiv-
er Chris Godwin is out with 
injury, and Antonio Brown 
stormed off  the field in Week 
17. He was released a few 
days later. They are also a 
little banged up on the defen-
sive side, but you can never 
count out a team led by Brady. 
Those are my two favorites 
for the NFC. 

The other two division 
winners were the Dallas 
Cowboys and the Rams. I do 
not think either offenses have 
enough firepower to make a 

deep run into the playoffs. 
My sleeper in the NFC 

Conference is the Cardinals, 
led by quarterback Kyler 
Murray and DeAndre Hop-
kins — one of  the better re-
ceivers in the whole league. 
If  Hopkins is available for the 
playoffs, I do think Arizona 
has what it takes to make a 
run with a solid defense and 
game-changers on offense in 
Murray and Hopkins.

The AFC also has some 
great headlines with the Ten-
nessee Titans and Kansas 
City Chiefs as the top two 
seeds. 

The Titans will have a 
first-round bye with a 12-5 
record and All-Pro rusher 

Xavier’s furious sec-
ond-half  comeback fell short 
on Wednesday night against 
No. 14 Villanova, as the No. 
17 Musketeers lost 64-60 at 
Cintas Center. 

Senior guard Paul Scruggs 
finished with 15 points, in-
cluding some clutch shots 
down the stretch. Senior 
guard Nate Johnson also 
chipped in with 15 points of  
his own. 

Neither team got off  to a 
strong start offensively, as the 
Musketeers managed to start 
just 1-8 from the field while 
Villanova was 2-8 at the first 
media timeout with the two 
knotted up at 5-5. 

After a bucket by graduate 
guard Colin Gillespie with 
13:32 to go, senior guard 
Adam Kunkel got the crowd 
back into it with a three 
to give Xavier an 8-7 lead. 
Gillespie answered with a 
three-point play, and a made 
three by junior guard Justin 
Moore gave Villanova an ear-
ly 13-8 lead. 

Villanova grew the lead to 
21-13 and later grew it to 34-
17 on the strength of  a 13-2 
run where Xavier looked hap-
less offensively. Villanova also 
killed Xavier on the boards, 
out-rebounding them 24-15 
in the first half, including a 

After trailing by 17, the Musketeers battled back but lost 64-60 at Cintas on Wednesday

Derrick Henry returning for 
their playoff  run. The Chiefs 
have won nine of  their last 10 
games and are arguably the 
hottest team in the league, 
with a scorching hot defense 
as well. Patrick Mahomes 
looks to return to the Super 
Bowl this year after falling 
short to Brady last season 
and winning his second Super 
Bowl in the last three seasons. 

The Bengals also secured 
the No. 4 seed and a playoff  
berth for the first time since 
2015. They will face the Raid-
ers this Saturday at 4:25 p.m. 
in Cincinnati. The Bengals 
will look to win their first 
playoff  game since 1991, as 
second-year quarterback Joe 

BY JAKE GEIGER Burrow has proven to be le-
gitimate enough to do so this 
season. The Bengals are my 
sleeper team to make a run 
in the AFC Conference, with 
offensive weapons such as 
running back Joe Mixon and 
wide receivers Ja’Marr Chase 
and Tee Higgins. The defense 
is also solid enough to keep 
the team in games. 

Other possible contenders 
include the Buffalo Bills and 
the New England Patriots. 
The two teams will actual-
ly face each other in the first 
round in Buffalo on Saturday 
night in a game that should 
come down to the wire. 

Lastly, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers clinched the No. 7 
and final spot in the confer-
ence with their overtime win 
in Baltimore, thanks to the 
Indianapolis Colts losing to 
the two-win Jacksonville Jag-
uars and eliminating their 
playoff  chances.

My conference champi-
onship predictions include a 
rematch in the NFC between 
the Buccaneers and the Pack-
ers and an AFC Champion-
ship between the Bengals and 
the Chiefs. I think the Packers 
and Bengals will win their re-
spective conferences, though 
Rodgers wins the Super Bowl 
in his final year with Green 
Bay by a score of  37-27 over 
the Bengals. 

Bengals poised for Super Bowl and more predictions

BY JOE CLARK

Cincinnati is searching for their �rst playo� win since 1990 on Saturday afternoon
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BY LEIGHTON GAMMAGE 
AND OLIVIA VALKNER 

We found a way to infil-
trate the Newswire staff ’s 
individual Spotify Wrapped 
statistics, and nobody is safe 
from the criticism. That is, 
unless you’re an Apple Music 
user… but that’s embarrass-
ing enough. 

When left to deal with 
looming COVID-19 restric-
tions and the stress of  col-
lege, the Newswire staff  
turned to some good — and 
some pretty terrible —  mu-
sic. We decided, as empaths, 
that it is our responsibility to 
bring to light a hyper-analy-
sis of  our staff ’s music taste.

Manic Pixie Dream Girl 
with a Musical Theater 

Background
Top Artists 
1. Taylor Swift 
2. Conan Gray 
3. Ben Platt 
4. Dolly Parton 
5. The Jonas Brothers 
Top Songs 
1. “The Story” by Conan 
Gray 
2. “Heather” by Conan 
Gray
3. “Betty” by Taylor Swift
4. “Waving Through a 
Window” by Ben Platt 
5. “I Think He Knows” by 
Taylor Swift 

Miss girl, are you OK? 
Not going to lie, your top 
songs are really sad. Like re-
ally, really sad. But 10 points 
for the hidden gem “I Think 
He Knows,” though. That I 
respect! Also, as much as I 
hate the musical Dear Evan 
Hansen, I do like Ben Platt as 
a person, so I will let it slide. 
However, the crown jewel of  
your Spotify is national trea-
sure Dolly Parton. In Parton 
we trust. 

Newswire sta�’s music exploited
Mr. Hung Up on His 

Cafeteria Crush 
Top Artists 
1. Coldplay 
2. Quinn XCII 
3. Kanye West 
4. Drake 
5. Yung Gravy 
Top Songs 
1. “Heat Waves” by Glass 
Animals 
2. “Are You Bored Yet” by 
Wallows (ft. Clairo) 
3. “These Days” by Wal
lows 
4. “Higher Power” by Cold 
play 
5. “Deja Vu” by Olivia Ro
drigo 

Sir, your Spotify Wrapped 
is a mess. Like, hit and run 
level mess. We’re surprised 
“Deja Vu” squeezed in there. 
Also, how are you listening to 
Coldplay in this day and age? 
I do have mad respect that 
you even know who Quinn 
XCII is, though. You proba-
bly saw him in the fall when 
he came to Cincinnati, huh? 
Also, do you really like Wal-
lows, or does the girl you like 
like Wallows? Don’t worry, 
you’re still just like every oth-
er White boy out there with 
the staple artists Kanye and 
Yung Gravy. 

Miss Girly Pop 
Top Artists 
1. Taylor Swift 
2. Olivia Rodrigo 
3. Ariana Grande 
4. Anthony Ramos 
5. Ben Platt 
Top Songs 
1. “Breathe” by Taylor Swift
2. “Don’t Blame Me” by Tay-
lor Swift 
3. “Deja Vu” by Olivia Rodri-
go 
4. “Drivers License” by Olivia 
Rodrigo
5. “Beeny’s Dispatch” by 
Leslie Grace and Corey Haw-
kins (from In the Heights)

So you want to be in a mu-
sical, but you can’t sing… got 
it. Your top three are the “I 
dated an emotionally unavail-
able man” trifecta. I can’t tell 
if  you need singing lessons 
or relationship therapy; either 
way, your friends and family 
are worried about you. Call 
your mother, please.

Phoebe Fanatic 
Top Artists 
1. Phoebe Bridgers 
2. Mitski 
3. Beach Bunny 
4. Lorde 
5. Mother Mother 
Top Songs 
1. “Kyoto” by Phoebe 
Bridgers 
2. “Graceland Too” by 
Phoebe Bridgers  
3. “Savior Complex” by 
Phoebe Bridgers 
4. “Moon Song” by Phoebe 
Bridgers  
5. “Scott Street” by Phoebe 

Bridgers  
OK, we get it. You love 

Phoebe Bridgers… so much 
so that I wouldn’t be surprised 
if  you saw her in concert. We 
hope you’re doing better in 
the new year. Might I suggest 
some more happy songs for 
you? You seem like you need it 
— and maybe a Big Mac with 
a large Diet Coke and fries. 

The Wildcard 
Top Artists 
1. Weezer 
2. Tyler, The Creator 
3. Trippie Redd 
4. The Beatles 
5. Cuco 
Top Songs 
1. “Delayed” by Temporex
2. “Winter’s Ballad” by 
Cuco 
3. “Anxious” by AJ Tracey 
4. “Lo que tú me das” by 
Juanpalitoschinos
5. “Zanzibar” by Billy Joel

We got discouraged after 
seeing your top artist. Let’s 
actually dive deeper into that 
mixed bag. It’s the juxtapo-
sition of  The Beatles and 
Trippie Redd for us. It real-
ly screams “sensitive soul by 
day” and “partier by night.” 
We feel like people will under-
stand your results more after 
having an in-person conver-
sation with you, and we can’t 
decide if  that is a good or a 
bad thing. 

The Kid Who Aggres-
sively Stares You Down in 

the Cafeteria 
Top Artists 
1. Kanye West 
2. Tyler, The Creator 
3. Kendrick Lamar 
4. Death Grips 
5. Lil Nas X 
Top Songs
1. “What A Life” by Scarlet 
Pleasure
2. “Runaway” by Aurora
3. “Levitating” by  Dua Lipa 
(ft. DaBaby) 
4. “No Surprises” by Radio-
head
5. “Rapp Snitch Knishes” by 
MF Doom

Anger issues aren’t cute. 
Get some help. Get off  Tik-
Tok, and touch some grass. 
Please. There is a life outside 
of  your phone, I promise. You 
eat beef  sticks, don’t you? Not 
surprised.

Also, when was the last 
time you listened to your mu-
sic on a volume lower than 60? 
You don’t remember, do you? 
Just like your hearing, your 
memory isn’t that sharp. Re-
member, drowning out your 
feelings with loud music is 
not a substitution for getting 
professional help. 

Granola Girl Who 
Never Outgrew Her 

Belieber Phase 
Top Artists 
1. The Lumineers 
2. SZA 

3. Justin Bieber 
4. Tyler Childers 
5. Lizzy McAlpine 
Top Songs 
1. “Strange” by Kris Bowers 
2. “Off  My Face” by Justin 
Bieber 
3. “Feathered Indians” by 
Tyler Childers 
4. “Charleston Girl” by 
Tyler Childers
5. “Follow You to Virgie” 
by Tyler Childers 

In all honesty, we respect 
this. Justin Bieber does scream 
“longing for my childhood,” 
but we still love him. Props 
for listening to Tyler Childers 
and Lizzie McAlphine. We do 
appreciate less popular music 
(even if  it’s sad). Congratu-
lations on your music library 
being named the epitome of  
yearning! 

The Anti-swiftie 
Top Artists 
1. John Mayer 
2. Dodie 
3. Radiohead 
4. Frank Ocean 
5. Post Malone 
Top Songs 
1. “Sorry” by Dodie
2. “I Kissed Someone It 
Wasn’t You” by Dodie
3. “In Your Atmosphere” by 
John Mayer
4. “Stay” by Post Malone
5. “The Sunshine” by Man-
chester Orchestra

John Mayer is a good and 
respectable artist, but how 
is he your number one art-
ist? How many stages of  
grief  have you been through? 
How many do you have 
left? Although we truly re-
spect Frank Ocean and Post 
Malone, Radiohead canceled 
them out. You are starting to 
discover your true self  worth. 

To make it easier, stop listen-
ing to Dodie. She makes you 
cry everytime and sends you 
back to square one. 

Olivia Rodrigo Fanboy 
Top Artists 
1. Parachute 
2. Skillet 
3. MercyMe 
4. Jeremy Camp 
5. Lifehouse 
Top Songs 
1. “Good 4 U” by Olivia 
Rodrigo
2. “Would You Go With 
Me?” by Josh Turner
3. “Something To Believe 
In” by Parachute 
4. “Wrecked” by Imagine 
Dragons
5. “Leave the Pieces” by 
The Wreckers 

You were doing so good, 
weren’t you? Who broke your 
heart?   Either way, we’re glad 
you rediscovered God during 
your time of  self-loathing and 
grief. Good 4 U. 

Hopefully you’re doing bet-
ter; if  not, the Health United 
Building has great counseling 
services. Father B probably 
knows you by name which is 
a huge flex. We will see you at 
Mass this Sunday. 

The Only Mentally Sta-
ble One 

Top Artists 
1. Johnny Manchild 
2. Reel Big Fish 
3. BROCKHAMPTON 
4. Billy Joel 
5. Kendrick Lamar 
Top Songs 
1. “SUGAR” by BROCK
HAMPTON
2. “Where Have You Been” 
by Rihanna
3. “Somebody That I Used 
To Know” by Goyte, Kimbra
4. “The River of  Dreams” 
by Billy Joel
5. “Oops!” by Yung Gravy

Whoa, Billy Joel really 
came out of  nowhere, huh? 
Which older person in your 
life had a strong impact over 
you: dad or grandpa?

Overall, you have pretty 
good music taste — just re-
member, “SUGAR” is not the 
only song by BROCKHAMP-
TON. My guess is that you 
have 30 playlists titled accord-
ing to the emotions you are 
feeling at the time, like “Sad 
boy hours” or “Feeling good.” 

Clean out your Spotify so 
you can stop skipping those 
songs you liked three years 
ago; you will never like them 
again.

Sta� writers take a dive into various Newswirians’ Spotify Wrapped 2021

SCAN ME! 
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Xavier Stereotypes 

Aries: You’ll have a glow-up this 
semester, just like the Caf with its 
slick new paint job and crispy new 

fries. 

Taurus: The Omicron variant 
is running rampant, so the stars 
recommend you avoid any super-
spreader events, such as packed 

sports games. We apologize if this 
warning came late for any of you.

Gemini: Now is the perfect time 
to re-download Tinder. There’s an 
abundance of desperate people who 

failed to hook up with anyone in 
their hometown over break. 

Leo: Take the pressure off your-
self  to prove that you know what 

you’re doing and life will get a 
lot easier. Just accept that you’re 

a failure and have fun with it. 

Virgo: The stars want you to find 
beef with someone as intense as 

the beef between Elmo and Rocco. 

Libra: Buy yourself some sweater 
vests. Venus predicts “Mr. Rogers 
chic” will be the sexy, new look in 

2022.

Scorpio: Tomorrow, Xavier will 
announce that all students must 
upload documentation to Med-
Proctor proving they are not a 

b*tch. 

Sagittarius: Don’t get 
your wisdom teeth 

removed. They’re the only 
bit of wisdom you’ve got. 

Capricorn: Don’t worry 
too much about catching 
COVID-19. Just like an 

emo phase, it’s something 
that’ll happen to all of us.

Aquarius: Recently, the 
domestic terrorist watchlist 

was leaked. I recommend 
you check if you’re on it, 
because every person on 

there is an Aquarius. 

Pisces: Sometimes it’s 
OK to put pearls before 
swine. Swine deserve to 

look beautiful, too.  

Cancer: Recently, there’s been 
a lot of mosquitos in your soup. 
But sometimes in life, you’ll find 
mosquitos can be pretty tasty. 
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New Year New You
We’re tired of the old you, so try some of these new years resolutions to make 

yourself more tolerable! <3

     With (Eastern Orthodox Church) New Year’s Eve coming up this January (14th), it’s 
time to start thinking of resolutions! Resolutions are a quick, fun tradition as old as using 
two zeroes for New Years sunglasses! If you don’t feel like taking the time to think of ways 
to better yourself, allow Newswire to lend a hand.

1. Ask for help more o�en
     Although maybe not too o�en. You’re taking advice from a back page article a�er all, 
Mr. Pathetic. �is is the page that said Martin Van Buren was the sexiest President. Pee-
Yew! Something stinks… oh, it’s just your reek of desperation.

2. Stop smoking
     Look. �ere’s no shame here, but the facts are all right 
here. It’s a bad habit. And, yet, this problem seems to be an 
exclusively American problem. Yeah, sure, a few countries are 
known to smoke here or there, but nowhere on the same scale as America. You can’t go 
anywhere — parties, sports games, even good ol’ fashioned backyard barbecues — with-
out seeing at least one smoker! And don’t even get me started on the many contaminants 
it’ll end up putting in your body. We need to admit it… it’s time to invest in an air fryer. 
It’s so much more reliable in properly cooking your meats AND doesn’t require fresh 
applewood chips!

3. Get out more
     Exercise is important (take it from a B average nursing major!), and in our busy lives, 
it isn’t always easy to get �t. However, exercise takes many forms and functions. Don’t 
like the gym setting? Self conscious? You could get a partner! Marlene the elderly lady 
prancercising around R3 and her grandkids on Facetime 
are DYING to meet you (Just don’t forget your velour 
tracksuit).

4. Don’t listen to him
     �e man that lives in the woods. �e one who hides 
behind the pines. �e one with the deer pelt that smells 
like rusted iron. Don’t listen to him. He may o�er you wildberries and the sweetest pine 
sap you’ve ever tasted, but it’s a lie. �ey taste like rot. You need to wake up. You need to 
see the rot. You need to get him out. Get him out of your head. Get him out of my head. 
GET HIM OUT OF MY HEAD.

5. Learn to forgive
     We only live once, so bury the hatchet and rebuild those burnt bridges! So someone 
promised to take you to Longhorn Steakhouse for your birthday and instead you woke up 
the next morning missing part of your liver? It grows back! �ings happen! Rabbit holes 
are meant for you to go down! One thing we can all learn this Eastern Orthodox New 
Year, it’s that I am not legally or �scally responsible for organ tra�cking or harboring!

,
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Digital Communications Manager


