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Xavier’s Community 
Building Institute (CBI) has 
released parts of  its park-
ing and transportation study 
in an effort to develop both 
long-term parking solutions 
and increase sustainability on 
campus. 

A survey, one element of  
the CBI’s study, was sent via 
email to Xavier residents on 
Jan. 12. Students were asked 
about general parking habits 
and evaluated their feelings 
on prospective changes to 
Xavier parking.

“I’ve been here at Xavier 18 
years,” Director of  the CBI 
Liz Blume said. “Parking is al-
ways an issue.”

Blume worked closely with 
contracting firm WGI Nel-
son-Nygaard to create the 
survey. 

“(WGI Nelson Nygaard) 
have the best practices around 
parking consulting in the 
field,” Blume said. They strove 
to make the survey more di-
gestible for Xavier’s student 
body, referring to areas and 
neighborhoods of  Cincinnati 
to their better-known collo-
quial names, like Clifton.

The survey was not the 
only component of  the CBI’s 
study. 

“We also have focus groups 
with students, faculty and 
staff,” Blume said. “We’re also 
going to meet with the sus-
tainability committee on cam-
pus (and) the mobility com-
mittee on campus.” 

Blume has also talked to 
the Student Government As-
sociation about parking.

Several questions on the 
survey were asked in an effort 
to gauge the Xavier commu-
nity’s engagement with sus-
tainability on campus. 

“Xavier’s a pretty car-de-
pendent campus… If  I have a 

meeting during the middle of  
the day, I might drive my car 
from one parking lot to anoth-
er parking lot,” Blume said. 
“We’re trying to test the wa-
ters and say, ‘Is there an appe-
tite on this campus to become 
greener?’”

Blume and her team are 
also hoping to gauge reactions 
to Wasson Way’s expansion 
through campus and into Clif-
ton. She hopes this effort will 
decrease Xavier’s carbon foot-
print by promoting biking and 
walking. 

“We’re trying to figure out 
how to maximize (the Wasson 
Way expansion) and how to 
make sure that we’re connect-
ed as we can be to the larger 
bike trail system,” Blume ex-
plained. 

Wasson Way will be the 
primary bike path on cam-
pus and will be a city-wide 

The CBI strives to incorporate Wasson Way into future parking and transportation plans by 
providing students greener methods of transportation, such as on-campus bike and walking paths.
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route. Discussions are under-
way about a possible north-
ern branch of  Wasson Way 
that would take pedestrians 
through Norwood. 

“I had a meeting to talk 
about, sort of  ‘spokes’ off  
Wasson Way,” Blume said. 
“Just creating more accessibil-
ity, so that riding your bike is 
not a hassle, but an easier way 
of  getting around.” 

Blume reports that con-
struction on Wasson Way will 
most likely finish during the 
first quarter of  2023.

Part of  the survey’s em-
phasis on a greener campus 
also  sought to gauge student 
opinion on public transporta-
tion. 

Blume hopes students will 
be encouraged to use public 
transportation to travel to  
different areas all around Cin-
cinnati. Part of  this initiative 

Director Liz Blume aims to make campus greener, solve parking problem

would also potentially bring 
back shuttle services to cam-
pus. 

“We want students to feel 
like they are able to get back 
and forth,” Blume said.

CBI leaders hope the sur-
vey will ultimately illuminate 
the ways students are most 
comfortable with achieving a 
greener campus. 

“At this point, given the 
interviews and the stuff  that 
we’ve done… it’s most likely 
we can incentivize people to 
get more bike friendly than it 
is to get more public transpor-
tation friendly, at least in the 
short term,” she added. 

The survey’s goal was also 
a way of  addressing student 
and faculty concerns over cur-
rent parking protocol. Blume 
emphasized that her team is 
aware of  the issue with game 
day parking. 

“The biggest conflict right 
now is game day parkers who 
dislocate residents,” Blume 
said. 

While Blume is unsure 
what this solution will look 
like, she emphasized that the 
CBI is keeping the issue close 
at hand. 

“Trying to figure out how 
to address it is one of  our cer-
tain principal questions,” she 
stated.

If  the survey comes back 
reporting a need for smaller 
changes, such as increased sig-
nage or clearer towing guide-
lines, they will most likely be 
enacted quickly.

“Big recommendations like, 
‘Are we going to do a parking 
garage or not?’... I think those 
are much bigger things that 
would have to go through a 
more complete planning pro-
cess,” Blume explained. 

While there are no plans 
set in stone for these bigger 
recommendations, the CBI 
has been working closely with  
its consultant regarding how 
to implement and fund a proj-
ect that large.

“It’s not the kind of  thing 
you want to make an expen-
sive mistake about,” Blume 
said. 

Blume confirmed that the 
idea for a parking garage has 
been discussed with CBI’s 
consultants. At this stage, all 
that has been decided was the 
prime location for a garage 
would be somewhere between 
University Station and Nor-
wood Plaza. 

Blume reported that there 
are over 500 completed sur-
veys to date. Initially, Blume 
was planning to extent the 
survey into February, but with 
the number of  surveys com-
plete, she is hopeful to meet 
her original deadline of  Jan. 
28.  

“I was amazed,” she said 
in between laughs. “I think it 
means people care about this 
topic.” 



Xavier student brings clean water initiative to campus with big aspirations
Making a Ripple, bottle by bottle

In his three years at Xavi-
er, senior Zach Kane has been 
an RA, a Manresa leader, a 
campus tour guide and a stu-
dent worker at the Office of  
Disability Services. While 
that’s more than enough for 
most students, he also has a 
unique side gig: helping run a 
nonprofit that has raised over 
$64,000 in less than a year.

Kane, a health services 
administration major, is the 
Growth Strategist for Ripple, 
a company that sells colorful, 
stainless steel water bottles. 
Ripple’s nonprofit branch 
uses a portion of  its online 

water bottle sales to build so-
lar-powered wells in a Ugan-
dan community without ac-
cess to clean water. 

Ripple began in the dorm 
room of  Joe Knopp, a Walsh 
University student who had 
already started two business-
es. Knopp wanted to start a 
business that would positive-
ly change the lives of  others. 
Determined to help those 
struggling from the water 
crisis in rural Africa, he filled 
his dorm room with the first 
1,000 Ripple water bottles 
and began recruiting students 
like Kane from universities all 
over Ohio who shared his pas-
sion for creating change.

In the 10 months since 

Ripple was founded, Kane and 
his partners — all current 
Ohio college students or re-
cent graduates — have sold 
more than 8,000 water bottles 
and raised enough money to 
build eight wells, serving over 
25,000 people in Uganda.

Ripple administration’s 
mission is to connect commu-
nities to water and to ensure 
that it is safe and dependable.

By building wells in the 
center of  communities, the 
company’s nonprofit division 
hopes to  remove the dangers 
that arise when children have 
to walk several kilometers 
alone every day to retrieve 
water, making them vulnera-
ble to human trafficking.

Kane added that bringing 
clean water to previously-iso-
lated areas also helps other 
community assets like schools, 
orphanages and hospitals to 
operate in cleaner, safer ways.

“It’s more than giving clean 
water to someone,” Kane em-
phasized, recalling how he 
teared up when he received 
a video of  Ugandan children 
celebrating their first day at 
a school that was able to be 
built because of  the water that 
a Ripple well provided.

Working with Ripple has 
been a great source of  joy 
for Kane, as he has watched it 
grow from a dorm room proj-
ect to an international organi-

zation.
Even as the venture grows 

and Kane has the opportunity 
to work with prominent busi-
ness leaders, he says his favor-
ite part of  the job is simply 
talking with people about the 
work Ripple does and seeing 
the good that grows from it.

“I love being able to do this, 
but really all I do is tell a sto-
ry,” he said.

Kane has been particularly 
influential in spreading Rip-
ple’s story on Xavier’s cam-
pus, where he often hand-de-
livers orders to students.  
Brightly-colored Ripple water 
bottles can be spotted with 
Xavier students and faculty 
from every college, being sold 
at basketball games and even 
in the office of  Dr. Colleen 

Xavier senior Zach Kane poses with the Ripple bottle. Kane brought Ripple 
to campus earlier this school year, and it has sold more than 8,000 bottles.

Hanycz, president. 
“The university has been 

really amazing in support-
ing the mission because it’s 
something that resonates with 
(Xavier’s) values,” Kane ex-
plained. He credits Hanycz 
and the greater Xavier com-
munity with helping Ripple 
connect to industry leaders 
and spread its message.

In his future with Ripple, 
Kane wants to maintain the 
organization’s growth by 
demonstrating their past ac-
complishments and the hopes 
that he holds for the future. 

“I’m not just selling a water 
bottle,” Kane said. “I’m selling 
the chance to become a part 
of  something greater than 
ourselves, the chance to make 
a difference.”

Photo courtesy of Zach Kane

BY KATIE SANCHEZ

January 24, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Associate Provost and Chief  of  Student 
Affairs Dave Johnson spoke with  the Sen-
ate about student voices informing strate-
gic planning. He also noted the university’s 
current focus on options to express contro-
versial campus speech.    
      

• The Academic Affairs Committee, led by 
Sen. Cheyenne Schick, will have a meet-
ing with Provost and Chief  Academic Of-
ficer Rachel Chrastil about the Day One 
Program and inclement weather remote 
learning day policies.    
       
 

• Director of  the Community Building In-
stitute Elizabeth Blume noted that the 
Parking and Transportation study lacked 
perspectives from off-campus students, 
commuter students and faculty. Zoom con-
versations with students will be held Feb. 3 
between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.   
       
  

• A Student Activity Fee Budgeting Com-
mittee will be created soon to allocate funds 
to University-Affiliated Organizations and 
clubs.

BY CHLOE SALVESON 

Zach Kane (bottom right) and Ripple founder Joe Knopp (top middle) pose
at a pop-up tent for Ripple in downtown Cincinnati earlier this year.
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• A formerly-bullied man 
confirmed that he has 
found solace in his mar-
riage to a manga-inspired 
AI named Hatsune Miku. 
“I stayed in my room for 24 
hours a day and watched 
videos of  Miku the whole 
time,” he said (Jan. 19).

• New York City Mayor 
Eric Adams is being paid 
in cryptocurrency. “New 
York is the center of  the 
world, and we want it to 
be the center of  crypto-
currency and other finan-
cial innovations,” Adams 
said (Jan. 21).

• “In this economy?”: A 
Texas woman attempt-
ed to buy another wom-
an’s child at a Walmart 
checkout. She offered 
the woman $500,000 
for the child, which ev-
idently was not enough 
for the hard-bargaining 
mother (Jan. 22).

• Fox News host Tuck-
er Carlson criticized 
the “less sexy” redesign 
of  the female-present-
ing green and brown 
M&Ms. In this instance, 
Carlson is correct (Jan. 
22).

Sexy M&Ms, Walmart buys, cryptomayors

Newswire interviews Obergefell

Jim Obergefell, the named 
plaintiff  in the Obergefell v. 
Hodges Supreme Court case 
that legalized same-sex mar-
riage nationwide, announced 
his candidacy for the Ohio 
House of  Representives for a 
Sandusky-based seat. Widely 
known for the landmark case, 
Obergefell highlighted his 
advocacy for marriage equali-
ty in an interview with News-
wire. 

Obergefell is seeking an 
Ohio House seat which in-
cludes portions of  Ottawa 
and Erie Counties. The seat is 
currently represented by Re-
publican D.J. Swearingen. 

Obergefell emphasized his 
support of  the Ohio Equali-
ty Act as an important aspect 
of  his candidacy. The Ohio 
Equality Act would add sex-
ual orientation to Ohio an-
ti-discrimination laws.

“We don’t really enjoy 
marriage equality equally,” 
Obergefell said. “Whether 
that’s being at risk of  losing 
a job or being kicked out of  
an apartment... those things 
that the LGBT+ community 
faces in many places. So, in 
the statehouse, I will abso-
lutely be in favor of  the Ohio 
Equality Act.”

Obergefell and his hus-
band John Arthur sued Ohio 
in 2013 after they traveled 

to Maryland and married on 
the tarmac of  a Baltimore 
airport. Obergefell’s husband 
was diagnosed with Lou Geh-
rig’s Disease (ALS) in 2011. 
He died three months after 
their wedding at the age of  
48. 

The 2015 Obergefell v. 
Hodges case stated that Ohio 
discriminated against couples 
who were lawfully married in 
other states by not recogniz-
ing same-sex marriages. 

Writing for the 5-4 major-
ity, Justice Anthony Kennedy 
argued that the Constitution’s 
due process clause protected 
the right to marry as a fun-
damental liberty. This liberty, 
Kennedy explained, applies to 
both same- and opposite-sex 
marriages.

“When I look at this race 
and this district, equality and 
equal rights, that’s certainly a 
part of  it. And with marriage 
equality, we have the right to 
marry through the United 
States, but in a lot of  ways, 
we still aren’t equal,” Oberge-
fell said.

Obergefell emphasized 
that his campaign will utilize 
his own experiences with in-
equality to fight for all under-
privileged and marginalized 
groups.

“The fight for equality isn’t 
just for my community. I’ll be 
fighting for all marginalized 
people,” Obergefell said.

Obergefell supports re-

starting a Lake Erie Caucus in 
the state legislature. The Lake 
Erie Caucus would tackle is-
sues of  environmental degra-
dation impacting the lake and 
surrounding area. 

He also plans to advocate for 
public schools in his campaign. 
Currently, Ohio is ranked by 
U.S. News and World Report 
as 31st in the nation for the 
quality of  its public schools.

“You deserve to have some-
one in the state house who 
will fight for you to create 
good jobs, great schools for all 
kids, access to quality health 
care for everyone and a clean, 
healthy Lake Erie,” Obergefell 
said. “It’s a big job, but I’ve 
been there. And I’m ready to 
be that state representative for 
you.”

Ohio’s 89th state house dis-
trict hasn’t elected a Democrat 
since 2014. 

In the district’s 2020 elec-
tion, Republican D.J. Swear-
ingen received 57.3% of  the 
votes compared to Democrat 
Alexis Miller’s 42.7%.

In a video posted on Twit-
ter, Obergefell admitted that 
his campaign would be diffi-
cult to win. However, he ex-
pressed hope at his campaign’s 
prospects.

“I took a history mak-
ing fight for equal rights all 
the way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court and won. I don’t mind 
being the underdog, and I’m 
not afraid,” he said.

The Lighter Side
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BY ETHAN NICHOLS

North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) leaders 
responded on Monday to al-
leged Russian plans to over-
throw the Ukrainian gov-
ernment. British intelligence 
said Saturday that Russia may 
install Yevgeniy Murayev as 
the leader of  a pro-Russian 
puppet government in Kyiv, 
Ukraine.

Though Russia has denied 
Britain’s allegations, the Pen-
tagon has joined foreign lead-
ers in announcing enhanced 
troop and ship deployments 
to the region. 

Over 100,000 Russian 
troops have gathered at the 
Russian-Ukrainian bor-
der, causing alarm among 
NATO-aligned countries. 
A Russian naval presence 
now surrounds the former-
ly-Ukrainian Crimean penin-
sula — the same peninsula that 
caused Russian-Ukrainian 
tensions in 2014.

Russian troops have also 
been deployed to Donbas, a 
pro-Russian separatist area of  
Ukraine.

In response, NATO mem-

ber states prepared to send 
warships and troops to the 
Baltic Sea area to deter Rus-
sian aggression in the area 
surrounding the Baltic Sea. 

U.S. officials announced on 
Monday that the Pentagon 
is set to send 8,500 troops to 
Europe to bolster NATO forc-
es if  necessary.

“(U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin) has placed a 
range of  units in the United 
States on a heightened pre-
paredness to deploy,” U.S. De-
partment of  Defense Press 

Secretary John Kirby said.
Meanwhile, France is pre-

pared to send troops to Roma-
nia. Spain plans to send three 
ships to the Black Sea and four 
fighter jets to Bulgaria and 
the Netherlands can send two 
F-35 fighter jets to Bulgar-
ia. Denmark intends to send 
F-16 warplanes and a frigate 
to Lithuania. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg confirmed 
on Monday that NATO will 
continue to take steps to “pro-
tect and defend” Ukraine and 

other allies.
“We will always respond to 

any deterioration of  our secu-
rity environment, including 
through strengthening our 
collective defense,” Stolten-
berg said.

According to British intel-
ligence documents, Murayev 
has been Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s first choice 
as the next leader of  Ukraine. 
These documents revealed no 
information regarding if, how 
or when Russia plans to install 
a puppet leader in Ukraine.

Murayev is the founder of  
both an anti-West political 
party known as the Nashi and 
a pro-Russia news network 
called the Nash.

Murayev denied these 
claims, noting that he is 
banned from Russia and that 
Russian officials have confis-
cated funds from his father’s 
Russian-based business.

Russian Defense Ministers 
have defended the patrolling 
of  their troops along the 
Ukrainian border as “military 
winter drills,” with Russia 
refusing to back down. Rus-
sian officials stated that NA-
TO’s supply of  weapons and 
military training to Ukraine 
threatens the country’s west-
ern border.

During negotiations in Ge-
neva, Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov as-
sured the United States that 
Ukraine would not be invad-
ed and called upon the U.S. to 
refrain from allowing Ukraine 
to join NATO.

Ryabkov stated that Russia 
would not continue discus-
sions with NATO if  it ignored 
the country’s requests. 

“The matter of  priority is 
achievement of  watertight, 
bulletproof, legally-binding 
guarantees,” Ryabkov said.

NATO responds to Russia, Ukraine
Russia denies allegations that an invasion and coup of Ukraine is imminent

BY SOPHIE BOULTER AND 
GRIFFIN BRAMMER
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Let me start by saying I 
have no interest in starting 
beef  with Hoff  Dining Com-
mons. I love the Caf; it’s been 
feeding me for the better part 
of  four years. I would proba-
bly starve without it, or sim-
ply only eat Hot Pockets and 
Pop-Tarts. So, I’m not here 
to criticize those in charge of  
Hoff  — I just want to make 
a simple suggestion: Let the 
card swipers sit. 

Let me give some context 
for any readers who may be 
unfamiliar with the Caf. When 
you enter the Caf, you need to 
have your ALL Card swiped 
by an employee. This employ-
ee stands at a kiosk watching 
students swipe in and giving 
them a nod if  they’re good to 
go. 

There’s one thing you may 
not notice about these card 
swipers: They are never sit-
ting down. There’s not a chair 
anywhere near them. These 
people are on their feet for 

hours at a time, despite the 
fact their job does not require 
nor benefit from them being 
on their feet. As I said, their 
job mostly concerns nodding 
at people to confirm their card 
swiped correctly. It’s not like 
they need to be ready to make 
a run for it at any moment. 

Sitting isn’t the only thing 
the card swipers are barred 
from. Only a few years ago, 
you would walk in and find 
the card swipers doing a va-
riety of  activities. Sometimes 
they would be reading, some-
times they’d be doing their 
homework and a lot of  the 
time they would just be chill-
ing, playing a game on their 
phone. Not anymore. It seems 
at some point the Caf  decided 
to put their foot down and ban 
swipers from doing anything, 
as you no longer see them do-
ing anything ever. 

I respect the hell out of  
the card swipers for putting 
up with this. I could not just 

stand idly for four hours, 
nodding at random students 
going by without any distrac-
tion. I feel like I would turn 
into the Joker if  I had to do 
that. 

To be fair, you do occasion-
ally walk in and find the card 
swipers casually chatting with 
their co-
w o r k e r s 
or some 
p a s s i n g 
students. 
But this is 
an exception rather than the 
rule. Most of  the time, I look 
over at the card swiper and 
see some poor student work-
er, standing all alone without 
even a simple book to distract 
them. 

While these restrictions 
are unfortunate, they are not 
at all uncommon in America. 
In fact, Walmart was sued in 
2018 for not providing ade-
quate seating to its cashiers. 
They argued providing their 

cashiers stools would be a 
safety hazard and could make 
workers less productive. 
Walmart lost the case. 

Those are two of  the most 
common reasons for a “no-sit-
ting” policy, but there’s one 
more that may be motivat-
ing the Caf: Some companies 

b e l i e v e 
s t and ing 
w o r k e r s 
look more 
alert and 
ready to 

receive customers. They be-
lieve that sitting workers will 
make the company look lazy 
and less hard-working than 
their competitors. 

Hoff  management, if  this 
is your reason, let me tell you: 
No one in the student body 
cares. I have not talked to ev-
ery Xavier student about this, 
but I’m positive they would all 
say that they don’t care about 
the card swipers being alert at 
all times. We’re not a bunch 

of  spoiled rich kids who think 
the Caf  workers are our but-
lers or something. I think 
we all understand that, if  we 
were card swipers ourselves, 
we would definitely want the 
liberty to go on our phones 
or do anything besides stare 
blankly forward.

So just give them a chair. 
Even a stool would suffice. 
And let them go on their 
phone, read a book or do what-
ever they want to do while 
swiping people in. I promise 
you the student body will un-
derstand. 

Let the card swipers sit

Aidan Callahan is a 
senior English major. 
He is the Back Page 
Editor for Newswire 
from Wilton, Conn.

It’s a weird feeling to 
know that a rat did more for 
world peace in eight years 
than you’ll likely ever do in 
your lifetime. 

Magawa, African pouched 
rat and winner of  a gold 
medal from the People’s Dis-
pensary for Sick Animals, 
died this month. Over his 
eight-year lifespan, Magawa 
sniffed out more than 100 
landmines in Cambodia. 

He was a part of  Belgian 
nonprofit Anti-Personnel 
Landmines Detection Prod-
uct Development (APOPO)’s 
“HeroRAT” program, which 
trains rats to detect and 
alert handlers to landmines 
in Southeast Asia. APOPO 

officials identified Magawa 
as the most successful par-
ticipant in the program yet, 
clearing over 10 football 
fields worth of  land for safe 
passage by Cambodian resi-
dents. 

Magawa was born in 2013 
and began training with 
APOPO in 2016. Like oth-
er rodents in the HeroRAT 
program, he could clear 
large swaths of  land days 
quicker than a person with a 
metal detector. 

The landmines Magawa 
searched for are remnants 
of  decades of  conflict and 
war throughout the coun-
try. They have caused more 
than 64,000 civilian deaths 

and provide enormous bar-
riers to health and safety 
throughout Cambodia. 

Over the past two years, 
I have thought a lot about 
Magawa. As World News 
Editor in 2020, when he re-
ceived his medal for bravery, 
I wrote about him in the 
Lighter Side in the Oct. 10, 
2020 edition of  Newswire. 
For reference, that Lighter 
Side also contained blurbs 
about Kraft’s new pumpkin 
spice mac ‘n cheese, parrots 
reprimanded for swearing 
and a lawsuit in which Sub-
way’s bread was deemed 
“too sugary to legally be 
considered bread.” 

Looking back, this seems 
like a disparity. Pumpkin 
spice macaroni should not 
inhabit the same news realm 
as the safety of  millions of  
Cambodians. But why is it 
so easy to lump stories like 
this together in the first 
place?

Newswire, like nearly ev-
ery news organization, lacks 
a space for pure, good news. 
And when we readers hear 

pure, good news — like a rat 
who has quite literally saved 
thousands of  lives — we 
have a strange inclination to 
minimize it. We consider it 
cute and light, like Fat Bear 
Week and Florida Man fol-
lies. 

If  the Cambodian gov-
ernment took this action 
without the aid of  a very 
cute rat, this news story 
would look very different. 
People in power would be 
receiving Nobel Peace Priz-
es, not UK “animal hero” 
awards. As consumers of  
news, we recognize a heroic 
act in a vacuum, but we lend 
too much weight to who’s 
completing it.

The death of  Magawa has 
forced me to reconsider how 
I look at good news. I’m an-
alyzing how I perceive the 
action and the actors; yes, 
it was a rat who completed 
it, but at the end of  the day, 
Magawa’s work led to in-
creased safety and freedoms 
for a country deeply wound-
ed by civil war.

Magawa has inspired 

me, mostly because a rat did 
so much more to make the 
world a better place than I 
ever felt like I could. But for 
a while, I refused to accept 
the gravity of  the goodness 
he did in the world simply 
because he was a rat. 

As we reflect on Maga-
wa’s impact, I’m challenging 
you to accept good news as 
it comes, whether it comes 
in the form of  UNICEF or 
puppies. Don’t let yourself  
believe that good news is 
small, just because it man-
ifests in strange ways. Give 
this rat a damn Nobel Peace 
Prize, and let yourself  be 
joyful when good news ap-
pears. 

Mo Juenger is a junior 
Spanish and history 
major. She is the Print 
Managing Editor for 
Newswire from Cincin-
nati.

Photo courtesy of apopo.org

I feel like I would turn into 
the Joker if  I had to stand 
idly for four hours, nodding 
at random strangers wihtout 
any distraction.

Magawa reminds you to be your best rat self
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The beginning of  a semes-
ter is very challenging for 
college students. New classes, 
books, professors and clubs 
can be overwhelming. The 
Omicron variant has added 
unprecedented stress to this 
transition. We understand 
how students are feeling, and 
we feel the same way. We are 
feeling the strain, but more 
importantly, we are hopeful. 

Since the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) cam-
paign and election in October 

2021, Ryan Dhaliwal, Evan 
Nash and I have been hard at 
work to ensure that students 
have a smooth transition back 
to campus. We have heard 
frustrations about being a stu-
dent during COVID-19. We 
are here to work. 

We are here to listen to 
your thoughts and experienc-
es here on campus. We want 
to know how we can improve 
our classrooms, parking, di-
versity and inclusion initia-
tives, sustainability practic-

es and student life projects. 
Don’t be shy! 

Along with our senators, 
our goals for this coming year 
include visibility and trans-
parency. We want SGA to be 
more accessible than ever. We 
want student input from all 
walks of  the undergraduate 
experience. 

Follow us on Instagram     
@xusga. Send any of  the 
three executives an email by 
searching our names into your 
Outlook account. 

Most importantly, encour-
age yourself  or anyone you 
know to apply for a vacan-
cy on the SGA Senate. Make 
your voice heard on this cam-
pus. Your experiences and 
opinions matter to us.  

This semester may be dif-
ficult, but we know that the 
Musketeers can persevere 
through any challenge. The 
executives hope you have an 
incredible semester and a full 
college experience. We cannot 
wait to work with all of  you! 

A message from your SGA execs

Xavier’s Board of  Trust-
ees voted last week to in-
crease our tuition by 6% 
next fall. For a traditional, 
full-time undergraduate stu-
dent, this translates to an 
additional $2,540 a year. Tu-
ition will now cost $44,770 
a year. This marks a drastic 
increase in tuition at a time 
when many students and 
families are struggling to 
make ends meet. 

The announcement, 
which came 
from Provost 
and Chief  
A c a d e m i c 
Officer Ra-
chel Chrastil, 
said that there had been a 
“diligent and intentional ef-
fort to not increase tuition 
across any degree or pro-
gram during the peak of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” Yet, 
the university insists we are 
still in the midst of  an ongo-
ing pandemic, in which stu-

dents must still wear masks 
on campus. So which is it? 
Are we out of  the pandemic, 
or does the university simply 
not care?

Our previous Provost 
and Chief  Academic Officer 
Melissa Baumann earned 
$305,468 last year alone. 
Meanwhile, men’s basketball 
Head Coach Travis Steele 
was paid $1,628,198 last 
year. Why is the focus on 
high paid salaries and athlet-

ics and 
not on 
s u p -
porting 
lower- 
income 

and middle class students?
Xavier has increased tui-

tion a drastic 43.77% in the 
past 10 years, going from 
$15,570 to $22,385 a semes-
ter, which is nearly double 
the cost. This is a massive 
shift and makes it more dif-
ficult for low-income and 

working class students to be 
able to afford to attend Xavi-
er. 

In the class of  2024, ac-
cording to the Common Data 
Set published by the Office of  
Institutional Research, 57% 
were awarded need-based fi-
nancial aid from the univer-
sity. A large chunk of  Xavier 
students rely on scholarships, 
g r a n t s 
and loans 
to be able 
to afford 
to attend 
college. In 
many — if  
not most 
— cases, financial aid does 
not increase as tuition does. 
Additionally, it is nearly im-
possible to find scholarships 
after your first year of  col-
lege.

Many universities and 
colleges around the country 
have moved to a fixed tuition 
rate, in which you know ex-

actly what your tuition will 
be for all four years starting 
your first year. Xavier should 
adopt this model. It would 
reduce financial hardship on 
students and increase trans-
parency. 

Some universities and 
colleges that have adopted 
a fixed tuition rate include 
the University of  Cincinna-

ti, Purdue 
Univers i -
ty, DePaul 
U n i v e r -
sity, Ohio 
Wes leyan 
University, 
William & 

Mary and others. 
Our students deserve to 

know exactly what they’ll be 
paying for all four years and 
to not be blindsided by tui-
tion increases that put undue 
hardship on them and their 
families. Xavier’s endow-
ment was last evaluated at 
$178 million. So, while the 

university does need to stay 
financially stable, the wellbe-
ing of  all its students must 
be a top priority. And if  it’s 
such an issue, how about we 
cut the salaries of  Xavier’s 
senior employees? Surely 
Travis Steele doesn’t need 
$1.6 million a year.

If  Xavier cares about the 
well being of  its students, it 
will move to a fixed tuition 
rate.

Ethan Nichols is a 
staff writer for News-
wire

and the Public major 
from Cincinnati.

Fix tuition by �xing tuition

Welcome, all! The BRAVE 
Peer Educators are thrilled 
to have an opportunity to 
collaborate with Newswire 
in our column about sex and 
relationships. Our name, 
BRAVE, stands for Believe, 
Reclaim, Advocate, Vocalize 
and Empower. You may know 
us from the various work-
shops we provide on campus 
about healthy relationships, 

bystander intervention and 
other conversations around 
sexual violence prevention 
and sexuality. We are a cohort 
of  students trained to engage 
with our peers about topics of  
power- and gender-based vio-
lence, but we know these con-
versations can be awkward, 
scary and uncomfortable. 

Through this column, we, 
as educators, hope to open, 

deepen and broaden conver-
sations about relationships, 
friendships, sex, sexuality, 
sexual violence and more. 
These are hard yet vitally im-
portant topics to discuss on 
our campus in order to create 
a safe and informed environ-
ment where all students can 
thrive.

We hope you check us out 
each week to engage in these 

conversations, and we hope 
you bring these topics to your 
partners, friends and peers. 

Join us in being part of  
the solution to ending power- 
and gender-based violence at 
Xavier. And, as always, if  you 
or someone you know is in 
need of  support, please reach 
out to Xavier’s Confidential 
Campus Advocate Susan Pelle 
at pelles@xavier.edu.

Column: BRAVE broadens the conversation

Annalese Cahill is a 

Politics and the Pub
lic Major from Cres

is the SGA President. 

This column will be 

in Newswire’s

Xavier has increased tuition 
a drastic 43.77% in the past 
10 years, going from $15,570 
to $22,385 a semester, which 
is nearly double the cost.

Our students deserve to 
know exactly what they’ll 
be paying for all four years 
and to not be blindsided by 
tuition increases that put 
undue hardship on them 
and their families.
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“Our execution levels have 
to be better,” Xavier Head 
Coach Travis Steele said.

Meanwhile, the Friars 
were 10-19 and 4-4 from 
the perimeter and had al-
ready gotten 12 points out 
of  Durham. Xavier cut the 
Providence lead to eight after 
two free throws by Scruggs 
with 4:32 left in the first half. 

A three by Nunge right 
before the halftime buzzer cut 
Xavier’s deficit to six, with 
the Friars leading 35-29. 
Durham and Bynum led the 
Friars with 12 and 11 points, 

respectively while Nunge was 
really the Musketeers’ only 
source of  offense, with 13 
points and five rebounds. 

The biggest problem for 
Xavier was their offense, as 
they shot just 35% from the 
field in the first half  and 20% 
from three-point range. Prov-
idence also seemed to want it 
more, as they beat Xavier to 
almost every 50-50 ball. 

Xavier came out much 
hungrier in the second half. 
Four straight points by junior 
forward Zach Freemantle 
brought Xavier to within two 

at 35-33, but two free throws 
by Durham extended the 
Providence lead back to four 
points. Later in the half, soph-
omore forward Colby Jones 
tickled the twine from three, 
but Providence graduate for-
ward Justin Minaya answered 
right back to give the Friars a 
44-38 lead. 

A tough finish by sopho-
more guard Alyn Breed fol-
lowed by a free throw put 
Providence up 7 at 47-40. 
At the under-eight timeout, 
Providence led 53-49 behind 
18 points from Durham and 
10 points and six rebounds 
off  the bench by senior for-
ward Ed Croswell. 

A layup by Scruggs 
brought Xavier to within two, 
and then Nunge got a block 
on Durham, and Freemantle 
finished down the other end 
to tie it up at 53 with 6:11 
left. Providence Head Coach 
Ed Cooley took a timeout to 
try and stop the Xavier mo-
mentum swing.

It worked, and the Friars 
took a three-point lead on a 
made three by graduate for-
ward Noah Horchler. A ques-
tionable foul call against Jones 
sent Durham to the line, and 
he hit the front end of  the 
one-and-one before making 
the second to give Providence 
a 60-55 lead with 4:22 to play. 

A Jones dunk brought 

Xavier lost 65-62 to Providence on Wednesday night following a 
back-breaking three-pointer by Jared Bynum with 1.5 seconds left. 

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Xavier su�ers crushing loss vs. PC
Xavier within a point at 60-
59, and an ensuing stop gave 
them a chance to take the 
lead. Scruggs was blocked by 
Croswell, but it went out of  
bounds and Xavier kept pos-
session. Off  the inbounds, 
Xavier didn’t get a good look 
and settled for a Freemantle 
turnaround that was no good. 

A foul call against Scruggs 
sent Watson to the line for a 
one-and-one. He missed the 
front end, but Providence got 
the offensive rebound. 

After a Providence turn-
over, Scruggs put Xavier 
ahead with a three and the 
Musketeers took a 62-60 lead, 
their first lead since 2-0. 

Durham got fouled down 
the other end and hit both 
free throws, leaving the game 
all tied up at 62 with 36.6 sec-
onds left. Scruggs’ layup went 
in-and-out, and then Bynum 
hit the game-winning three 
with 1.5 seconds left. Prov-
idence walked out of  Cintas 
with a 65-62 road win. 

Xavier (14-5) will look to 
snap their two-game losing 
streak with a trip to Oma-
ha on Saturday to take on 
the Creighton Bluejays at 
CHI Health Center. Creigh-
ton is coming off  a 77-52 
loss against Butler at Hinkle 
Fieldhouse.

 

Philadelphia 76ers point forward Ben Simmons has been the subject of trade rumors ever since his 
disappointing performance in the team’s playoff loss to the Atlanta Hawks.  Simmons has yet to play this year.  

One could argue the NBA 
has never had more parity 
than it does right now. 

In the Eastern Conference, 
just two games separate the 
No. 1 seed Miami Heat from 
the No. 6 seed Philadelphia 
76ers. The Western Confer-
ence features four teams with 
30 wins or more despite all 
of  them having played fewer 
than 50 games. 

With the trade deadline 
less than 15 days away, now is 
an opportune time to exam-
ine a few of  the league’s hot-
test commodities and where 
they might be headed as the 
race to the postseason kicks 
into overdrive.

 Ben Simmons
The former No. 1 overall 

pick and Philadelphia 76ers 
point-forward has been at the 
forefront of  NBA trade talks 
for what feels like an eternity. 

Following a rather ugly 
exit from the playoffs in 
which he shot 34.2% from 
the free throw line, Simmons 
requested a trade from the 
76ers, even going so far as to 
not show up to training camp 
to prove his point. 

Unfortunately for Sim-
mons, time continues to pass 
and 76ers General Manag-
er Daryl Morey seems to be 

no closer to making a trade 
.However, circulating rumors 
say that Simmons could be 
moved for another star player 
on this list: James Harden.

 James Harden
After forcing his way out 

of  a rebuilding situation in 
Houston last season via a 
midseason three-team trade, 
Harden found himself  on a 
championship contending 
Brooklyn Nets squad. 

Sadly, Harden and his fel-
low star teammates Kyrie Ir-
ving and Kevin Durant have 
missed games, defining what 

has been a disappointing Nets 
team now over a year into the 
tenure of  their big three. 

Early last week, reports 
came out on social media that 
Harden could be looking else-
where to contend for a title, 
perhaps in a trade to Phil-
adelphia swapping him for 
Simmons.

 Damian Lillard
Portland Trail Blazers star 

point guard Damian Lillard 
has been in trade rumors 
stemming back to last sum-
mer. Year after year of  first 
and second-round playoffs 

After losing at Marquette 
on Sunday, the No. 21 Xavi-
er Musketeers were unable 
to bounce back, losing a soul 
crusher to the No. 17 Provi-
dence Friars 65-62.

Redshirt junior Jar-
ed Bynum (16 points) hit a 
three-pointer with 1.5 sec-
onds left to lift the Friars. 
Graduate student Al Durham 
led the Friars with 22 points. 

Xavier was led by 16 
points from senior guard Paul 
Scruggs and 15 points and 
nine rebounds from junior 
forward Jack Nunge. 

It was yet another slow 
start for Xavier, as Provi-
dence took a 12-3 lead four 
minutes into the first half. Af-
ter a layup by Bynum, Provi-
dence took a 26-12 lead with 
under eight minutes to go in 
the first half.

“Providence did a great job 
from the start of  the game,” 
Nunge said. “they brought a 
lot of  energy, they hit some 
shots early and we didn’t, and 
I think that’s why we were 
behind early.”

 Xavier just did not look 
good early. The Muskies were 
shooting 6-19 and 1-8 from 
three-point range at the un-
der-eight minute media tim-
eout. 

Jared Bynum hit a three-pointer with 1.5 seconds left to beat the Musketeers at Cintas 

exits for the Blazers are likely 
the impetus for Lillard’s pre-
sumed unhappiness. 

Portland has featured basi-
cally the same roster of  play-
ers for some time now, with 
many believing a rebuild is 
imminent given the squad’s 
current record of  20-27. 

Although they are in posi-
tion to make the NBA’s play-
in tournament, do not be sur-
prised if  much of  the Blazers’ 
current roster is moved at this 
year’s trade deadline, includ-
ing its best player in Lillard.

Russell Westbrook

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

I would argue that there 
has been no hotter topic of  
conversation over the course 
of  this young NBA season 
than Westbrooks’s role play-
ing alongside LeBron James 
and Anthony Davis on the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

The league’s former MVP 
is averaging a 12-year low in 
points (18.5) and has seen a 
significant decline in several 
other statistical categories. 

The eye test has backed up 
what the stats are saying, with 
Westbrook struggling to fit 
in with this Lakers squad. 
Rumor has it LA has already 
started shopping Westbrook, 
so expect to see his name con-
tinue to come up in trade con-
versation.

Domantas Sabonis
Likely not yet a household 

name, forward Domantas Sa-
bonis of  the Indiana Pacers 
has proven he can make a big 
impact at the NBA level at the 
age of  25. 

Sabonis is averaging near-
ly 20 points, 12 rebounds 
and five assists this season 
on an injury-marred Pacers 
team that has underwhelmed, 
currently holding the third- 
worst record in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Chances are high that Sab-
onis and several other players 
on the Pacers roster will be 
moved in the next two weeks.

Analysis: Trade possibilities before the NBA deadline

BY JOE CLARK
Sports Editor

Ben Simmons and James Harden’s names are once again being �oated in trade talks
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BY JUSTIN MALONE

Marvel fans are over the 
moon after the studio official-
ly commenced its 2022 cine-
matic year with the release of  
the highly-anticipated trailer 
for Moon Knight, an upcoming 
mini-series launching on Dis-
ney+ this March. 

Oscar Isaac stars as the 
titular Marc Spector/Moon 
Knight, an ex-soldier turned 
crime-fighting mercenary. In 
the comics, Spector gains his 
powers after the Egyptian 
god of  the moon, Khons-
hu, saves him from dying. In 
exchange for saving his life, 
Spector agrees to serve as a 
conduit for Khonshu. 

Spector also suffers from 
dissociative identity disorder, 
a condition that causes him 
to have multiple personalities 
and identities, and dishon-
orable inclinations from the 
moon god. 

However, it is not immedi-
ately known how Moon Knight 
will tie into this origin story 
or how the show’s storyline 
may resemble it. 

In the first trailer for the 
series, Isaac can be seen play-
ing one of  Spector’s alter 

egos: Steven Grant, a muse-
um gift shop employee. Grant 
cannot tell the difference be-
tween his everyday life and 
his dreams. The trailer shows 
him experiencing blackouts, 
hallucinations and memories 
of  other people and lives. 

It also features Grant play-
ing with a Rubik’s Cube in his 
bed, unable to fall asleep, while 
thinking about his “sleeping 
disorder.” It then flashes to 
Grant jumping out of  bed in a 
panic and falling with his foot 
chained to a wall. 

After stating he feels like 
he’s “losing it” and visiting an 
ancient Egyptian exhibition 
at a museum, Grant begins to 
experience bizarre visions and 
apparitions, including images 
of  Khonshu. 

He receives a call from 
a woman who is concerned 
about his safety and calls him 
“Marc,” now revealed to be 
the same person as Grant. 
Spector then meets Arthur 
Harrow, who tells him to “em-
brace the chaos” amid shots 
of  him holding a gun in a car 
chase, falling off  a cliff, run-
ning down a hallway and star-
ing at the Egyptian pyramids.   

In addition to Isaac, Moon 
Knight packs a star-studded 
cast with May Calamawy, 

Ethan Hawke as Arthur Har-
row, Emily VanCamp as Sha-
ron Carter and Gaspard Ulliel 

as Anton Mogart/Midnight 
Man. 

Ulliel, the 37-year-old 

French actor known for his 
portrayals of  Hannibal Lec-
tor in Hannibal Rising and 
iconic fashion designer Yves 
Saint-Laurent in Saint-Lau-
rent, died in a skiing accident 
in the Alps on Jan. 19. 

The series is directed by 
Mohamed Diab, Justin Benson 
and Aaron Moorhead, with 
Jeremy Slater as head writer. 

This will be the first time 
the Moon Knight character 
emerges in the Marvel Cine-
matic Universe (MCU). The 
character made its initial de-
but in the Marvel comics al-
most 46 years ago. He was 
created by Doug Moench and 
first appeared in the comic 
“Werewolf  by Night #32,” 
which was released in August 
1975. 

Because of  this, the Moon 
Knight character itself  may 
be a mystery to those who 
have followed the MCU for 
the past 14 years. He is best   
known by those who followed 
his comic book lore. 

Season One of  Moon Knight 
contains six episodes and be-
gins streaming on Disney+ 
on March 30. 

Until then, fans will have 
to remain on the dark side of  
the moon about this peculiar 
character. 

Look on the Brightside: 
New music recs are here 

BY EMILY CROFT

The Lumineers released 
their fourth album, Brightside, 
on Jan. 14. The album consists 
of  eight songs, with a runtime 
of  30 minutes and 2 seconds.  
Brightside has an overarching 
theme of  positivity and look-
ing toward the brighter side 
of  things. Since its release, 
the album has remained in the 
top spot of  U.S. album debut 
charts.

The first song on the al-
bum is titled “BRIGHTSIDE” 
and was the first pre-album 
song released to promote the 
album. The song is upbeat 
and sounds like one of  their 
previous songs: “Life in the 
City.” There are a lot of  loud-
er musical instruments in the 
background of  this song, un-
like some other songs on the 
album.

The other singles are “BIG 
SHOT” and “A.M. RADIO.” 
Both are upbeat, leaning more 
toward rock than folk. “BIG 
SHOT” revolves around the 
idea of  an ex-friend who is in 
love with themself  more than 
other people, giving the song 
a deeper ring to listeners who 
understand the complexities 
of  friendship.

One of  the top songs to 
come from the album is titled 
“WHERE WE ARE,” which 
ranked third in top U.S. song 
debuts. Co-founder of  The 

Lumineers Wesley Schultz 
wrote the song partially from 
the perspective of  enduring a 
car crash, an event he experi-
enced in 2011.

If  you’re an avid listener 
of  The Lumineers, this may 
not be the album you love the 
most. It takes a different turn 
than the band’s previous al-
bums.

I was definitely taken aback 
by the sound of  the overall 
album when I first listened 
through. To me, it just doesn’t 
sound like The Lumineers I 
have known and loved most 
of  my life because it doesn’t 

fit in with their previous dis-
cography.

The Lumineers’ previous 
albums are all titled with a 
Roman numeral to denote 
order. There is also typical-
ly a song or two on the most 
recent albums that are titled 
with the name of  a girl or 
character. Brightside’s lack of  
these threw many fans for a 
loop. 

The Lumineers’ third al-
bum had a plot that told a sto-
ry in the music videos as well, 
creating a deeper connection 
between the songs. Brightside 
doesn’t have a lot of  connec-

New series reaches for the moon

tion between songs; rather, 
it seeks to be a compilation, 
more or less, of  their recent 
writings.

The previous albums also 
have longer runtimes and 
more songs, whereas this al-
bum felt short. I finished the 
album and felt like I was still 
waiting for more songs. 

Overall, there were two 
songs that stuck out to me 
the most: “BIRTHDAY” 
and “ROLLERCOASTER.”I 
thought these two sounded 
the most like typical The Lu-

mineers tracks. “BIRTHDAY” 
reminded me of  some songs 
that had been on the band’s 
third album, III. “ROLLER-
COASTER” illuminates the 
piano in the background, 
which is a staple of  many of  
The Lumineer songs in gen-
eral.

The other songs weren’t 
necessarily bad, but they sim-
ply didn’t stand out or draw 
my attention. I think The Lu-
mineers have done better than 
what this album shows listen-
ers.

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

Twilight
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A&E SINGLES
BY EMILY CROFT

Marvel exhillerated fans as they released the trailer for their newest 
series, Moon Knight, set to be created by a multifaceted directorial team. 

Photo courtesy of wordpress.org
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Aries: Too many discussion 
posts start with “I agree!” 

Next time you do one, straight 
up cyberbully your peers.

Taurus: Never trust an MF 
who pronounces “egg” like 
“AY-g.” If  you are one of  
those MFs, please stop. I 

b-AY-g you.

Gemini: The Blue Blob just 
celebrated his birthday with 
a massive surprise party. The 

only time your friends will 
ever surprise you like that is 

with an intervention.

Leo:  Sign up to be a Manresa 
leader. Next year will be more 
fun than ever, as leaders are 

now allowed to whack 
misbehaving first-years with 

those big signs they carry 
around!

Virgo: Join the official Xavier 
Discord server. It’s an exciting 
group chat where people ask 
about parties then remember 
that no one who uses Discord 

has ever been to a party. 

Libra: Someone is praying 
on your downfall right now. 

Subvert their expectations by 
ruining your own life in ways 

they could never even imagine. 

Scorpio: Check out the 
Cincinnati Art Museum this 
week. It’s totally free, and I 

can confirm there are exactly 
six paintings where a dude 

hangs dong. 

Sagittarius: You have not 
gone to church in a long time. 

You may think it doesn’t 
matter and no one cares, but 
that’s where you’re wrong: 

Father B cares, and you have 
made him very sad. 

Capricorn: Join the army. 
Not the U.S. army, but the 
Swiss army. That way, if  

WWIII breaks out, you know 
you won’t see any combat. I 

also hear you get sweet knives.

Aquarius: The next time 
you go out to eat, pretend it’s 

your birthday. You’ll never feel 
more powerful than when you 

trick 12 minimum wage 
workers into singing an off-
brand and off-key “Happy 
Birthday” song for you.

Pisces: This week, you’re 
going to be assigned a group 
project with that PPP kid in 

your class who always asks for 
more homework. Just drop the 

course.

Cancer: It’s unfair that some 
majors have parties while 

others don’t. Be a trailblazer 
and host the first Land, 

Agriculture and Community 
major party. 

Xavier Hires New 
“Take It Off” Director

What’s up, Muskies! Xavier University has o�cially 
hired me as the “Take It O� ” director, a position in-
tended to assist students in knowing what to take o�, 

such as these foul and tormenting items of clothing. Hopefully, this initiative 
proves more e�ective than the Cintas Center’s mask policy.  If I catch you 
wearing any of the following, I’m sending you home to Take! It! O�!

Hey Dudes Shoes: Hey dude, we get it; they’re comfy, and they slip on. But 
they are actually an abomination to my eyes. You better be 
wearing socks with those things, or else 
you have a fungal infection coming your 
way. Just buy white Vans like everyone 
else. I promise you’re not that special. 

Tennessee Titans Gear : I shouldn’t have to explain why this needs to come 
o�. �e Titans just lost a playo� game to a team known for being historically 
and epically bad. Titans gear is embarrassing. Get a Daddy Burrow jersey 
instead — you live in Cincinnati now. (Joe Burrow: If you’re reading this, hit 
my line.) 

Shorts: Yeah, you may be from Boston or Cleve-
land or something and be used to a foot of snow 
everyday, but it’s actually 11 degrees outside. As our 
queen Dua Lipa once said, “IDGAF where you’re 
from.” Put on some pants, please. No one wants to 
see your chicken legs and cankles (cow ankles, for 
those who may not know). We may as well call you 
Old MacDonald. Let the shorts go. 

Navy Blue On Black: I understand that our school color is navy blue. How-
ever, black and navy blue is never acceptable. Invest in some gray sweatpants, 
or just wear jeans maybe. I promise it looks better, and everyone owns one of 
the two. Just say no to black with the Muskie gear. �e Blue Blob will thank 
you. 

Skinny Jeans: I thought this debate was so last year, but I have seen way too 
many skinny jeans on the streets of Xavier lately. Do yourself a favor and 
throw out the skinny jeans. Straight cut or �are looks better on every body 
type, and they de�nitely make your butt look better, too. If you wear skinny 
jeans, I’m going to go ahead and assume that within 
the last six months, you have worn a side part and 
have used one of the following hashtags: #adult-
ing, #catmom, #dogmom, #needco�eeandjesus or 
#gry�ndor. �e skinny jeans really, really need to 
come o� — especially if they are the kind that have 
patches underneath so that skin doesn’t show. 

BY KAYLA ROSS

week of

Welcome back to Xavier! We hope you had a relaxing 
break, because you’re going to need to be well rested 
for what’s coming. While we have traditionally hosted 

a Week of Welcome to welcome students back to campus and ease anxiety, 
we felt that was overdone. Instead, we’re happy to announce the Week of 
Worry, a week dedicated to maximizing anxiety. Here are some of the events 
that will be going on around campus:

Guerilla Tactics: Walking around campus shouldn’t be as easy as it is. �is 
week, there are SAC members placed around campus who’ll jump out and 
spook you because, you know, they can. �ink of it as a diet mugging.

Reverse Finals: End-of-semester cumulative exams are 
too cliché. Instead, those exams will be at the beginning 
of the semester, just to give you a taste of how god-awful 
this semester might (and will) be! Did poorly? No worries! 
As long as you sacri�ce a calf to the Blue Blob and say �ve 
Hail Hanyczes, your professor might round your grade up.

Tuition Cost Rising: Too soon? Yeah, probably too soon.

Dining Hall Trebuchets: Regular scoops to serve 
food didn’t �t what we wanted to do for this Week of 
Worry. Instead, food will now be launched at you via 
medieval siege weaponry. Don’t worry; it’s not going 
THAT fast, and besides, the plates double as shields.

Game Day Parking, Every Day: Students now get 
to live the hell of trying to �nd a parking spot when 
a game is held at Cintas Center without the basketball. Good luck weaving 
through campus now that everything’s blocked o�. Because, you know, we 
can.

   Dining Hall Closes Early: Already worried 
about food and how it doesn’t �t your sched-

ule? Good, because it’s only getting worse. 
As part of this middle �nger of a week 
to our students, the dining hall will now 
be closing at 3 p.m. Don’t worry though, 
Currito is still open, so you can get a 

burrito for the low, low price of an arm, a 
leg, three semesters of tuition cost and your 

�rst-born child.

We here at Xavier are proud to bring to you 
this Week of Worry and hope you fear every-

thing and everyone! While it may not necessarily 
be in line with Xavier’s Jesuit teachings, the school 

gave us a ton of money and we want to have fun, 
damnit.

BY GRADY BORIS

The Horoscopes

WORRY
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