
   Volume CVIII Issue 21 February 24, 2022 xaviernewswire.com
Fiat justitia, ruat caelum @xavier.newswirePublished since 1915

In this issue...
Opinions, Page 7

-
The Back Page, Page 12 World, Page 5

-

A&E, Page 11

Newswire -

XU civil discourse initiative to launch ambassador program this semester
Take It On prepares new program

The Take It On initiative 
is supporting a new student 
ambassador program that is 
expected to launch later this 
semester. 

Take It On hopes the pro-
gram will allow students to 
lead or partake in political dis-
course with their peers. 

Established in 2019, Take 
It On is a nonpartisan initia-
tive that aims to engage the 
campus community and facil-
itate political discussion. This 
ambassador program signifies 
one step toward increasing 
student involvement in chal-
lenging ongoing conversa-
tions.  

The program is designed 
to give students an opportu-
nity to lead others in civil di-
sourse about political issues. It 
also aims to educate students 
about the controversial issues 
affecting modern society. 

The goal of  the ambassa-
dor program is for students to 

talk about controversial topics 
outside of  a partisan context, 
empowering them to take 
more ownership of  these ex-
periences while also gaining 
leadership skills. 

“There’s definitely an in-
terest in students who want 
to take those experiences and 
then bring them to other parts 
of  campus,” Dr. Mack Mari-
ani, the newly-appointed Take 
It On director and professor 
of  political science, said. 

“Whether it’s in the dorm 
rooms, club rooms or lock-
er rooms, students who can 
thoughtfully engage in these 
issues will be in a better posi-
tion to participate in conversa-
tions, facilitate conversations 
and to encourage others to do 
the same,” Mariani added.  

He believes the program 
will also benefit non-ambas-
sador students who  can prac-
tice civil ways to encounter 
difficult topics through the 
program. 

Additionally, Take It On is 
looking to increase voter par-
ticipation and help students 
create a voting plan, especially 
for those who reside outside 
of  Cincinnati. 

Ambassadors could con-
nect their peers to other ways 
of  participating in elections, 
such as working at polling 
centers, volunteering with 
campaigns or engaging with 
politics through social media.  
They could also inform stu-
dents about candidates on the 
ballot for local, state and na-
tional elections.

This ambassador program 
is currently in the develop-
mental stage and plan to host 
an upcoming focus group to 
gather student input about the 
initiative. 

The focus group will look 
to define more concrete as-
pects of  the program, set 
qualifications for the ambas-
sadors and crowdsource ways 
to effectively talk about poli-
tics. Program leaders hope the 
session will elucidate ways to 
effectively implement the pro-
gram and plan for what the 
program could look like in the 
future.

With the upcoming con-
gressional election in No-
vember, Mariani envisions 
the ambassador program will 
not only help students make 
informed voting decisions, 
but also encourage students 
to think about major political 
problems.  

“There’s a lot of  import-
ant questions that people are 
going to be deciding, not just 
in November, but all the time 
there are issues that come up 
where people should be en-
gaged and participating,” he 
said.

“We want to provide en-
gagement opportunities for 
people to talk about issues 
outside of  a partisan con-
text… Our goal is to build a 
community that takes politics 
and public policy seriously and 
tries to do it well,” he added.

Any student who wishes to 
participate in the focus group 
should reach out to Mariani 
via email.  

BY JUSTIN MALONE
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The Take It On initative is in the process of developing an ambassador program through which students would be 

hosting a focus group to solidify practical goals for the initative. 
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Photo-op: First college experience without masks
BY EMILY CROFT

Jupiter

Breed: Part Newfoundland
Labrador and Golden Retriever

Age: Five months
Litter: Mythology Litter

Fun Fact: Newswire’s unofficial official mascot

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

Xavier’s cuddliest club is spotlighted as these furry faces take over campus 
Puparazzi: Meet the 4 Paws dogs

Xavier club 4 Paws for 
Ability helps foster and pet sit 
future service dogs. Starting 
in 2018, the XU Chapter is 
partnered with the non-profit 
organization 4 Paws for Abili-
ty in Xenia, Ohio.

The club has grown drasti-
cally since its 2018 introduc-
tion. 

“The best turnout used to 
be nine people,” stated 4 Paws 
co-president Dolly Rath said. 
“It’s been really cool to see our 
club get so big,” other co-pres-
ident, Madi Zingraf, said. 4 
Paws now hosts an estimated 
40 people each meeting, with 
Rath and Zingraf  stating 
there are over 600 members 
on EngageXU.

There are also four prima-
ry handlers at Xavier, each of  
whom foster and train a dog.

The club also allows mem-
bers to sign up as a sitter to 
take care of  the dogs if  their 
owners are temporarily un-
available. Sitters will some-
times also take care of  dogs 
from other 4 Paws campuses, 
like University of  Cincinnati. 
However, Zingraf  is content 
with focusing on the Xavier 
foster dogs. 

“We’ve been fortunate 
enough to have a lot of  our 
own dogs this year,” she said.

Papyrus (a.k.a. Rus)

Breed: Golden Doodle 
Age: 11 months

Litter: National Card Day Litter
Fun Fact: Loves people-watching

Lola

Breed: Golden Retriever
Age: 11 months

Litter: Space Jam
Fun Fact: Loves kids and will run up to 

children when she sees them

Maybelline

Breed: Golden Doodle
Age: Eight months

Litter: Nail Polish Day
Fun Fact: Can be taken on multiple runs and still wouldn’t 

be tired

Kaleb Walters
Sophomore 

Philosophy, politics and the 
public and history double 

major

“It was pretty cool and in-
teresting to see everyone’s 
faces. It felt like a novel 
and new experience, even 
though I did it for 12 school 
years before we had to wear 
the masks, but overall it’s 
nice to get back to normal.” 

Jaid Goh 
Sophomore 

Philosophy, politics and the 
public and computer sci-

ence double major

“It was interesting to see 
everyone’s face for the first 
time despite having a class 
with them multiple times. 
Having classes without 
masks has been a long time 
in the making, and I’m glad 

life is finally back to 
normal.”

Bobby Gerity
Sophomore 

Political science major

“It makes me feel a lot more 
comfortable than I used to 
in the classroom. There’s 
much more to do on campus, 
and it’s easier to connect 
with people even though 

it’s been a short time.” 

Moira Elliot
Sophomore 

Biology major

“Now that the masks are 
no longer required, I think 
it’s a lot easier to connect 
to the people in my classes. 
There’s a different feeling 
in the classroom since the 
mandate was lifted. After 
over a year and a half  of  
wearing masks on campus, 

it feels long overdue.” 

Megan Osting
Sophomore 

Marketing and entrepre-
neurial studies double 

major

“It was so refreshing to 
go to class without masks, 
especially with the nice 
weather on Monday. I felt 
like I was starting college 
over again. It is definite-
ly weird though, because I 
keep thinking I’m forget-

ting something.” 
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Tinder Swindler, dad-stardly deeds, blue balls, pillow parachutes
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“The Weirdest, Wackiest and Wildest News of the Week!”

U.S. & World News xaviernewswire.comFebruary 24, 20224

Retiring U.S. Senator Rob 
Portman, R-Ohio, threw his 
support behind former Ohio 
Republican Party Chair Jane 
Timken in the crowded GOP 
primary to replace him. 

The race for the GOP nom-
ination includes Timken, Hill-
billy Elegy author JD Vance, 
State Senator Matt Dolan 
(R-Cuyahoga), investment 
banker Mike Gibbons and for-
mer state treasurer Josh Man-
del. Last month, car salesman 
Bernie Moreno dropped out 
of  the race. 

“I believe Jane Timken is 
the best candidate to advance 
conservative Republican poli-
cies to help Ohio workers and 
families,” Portman said in a 
statement.

A poll conducted from Feb. 
8 - Feb. 10 by the Trafalgar 
Group shows Timken in fifth 
place, with 9.8% of  those 
polled saying they would vote 
for her if  the primary hap-
pened today. 

Mandel leads the primary 
with 21%; Gibbons, 16.4%; 
Vance, 14.3% and Dolan, 
10.2%. Twenty-five percent 
of  voters remain undecided.

Xavier political science 
professor and Take It On Di-
rector Dr. Mack Mariani not-
ed that the endorsement was 
particularly important for 
Timken’s campaign, given her 
place in the polls.

“It’s a needed shot in the 
arm for Timken’s campaign,” 
Mariani said. “Senator Port-
man remains a very popular 
figure in Ohio politics, and his 
endorsement will give Tim-
ken media attention and mon-
ey at a critical time.”

Portman announced in Jan-
uary that he would not seek 
re-election for a third term in 
the Senate. He began his ca-
reer in government in 1989 
as an associate White House 
Counsel for former president 

George H.W. Bush. 
He would go on to serve as 

director of  the White House 
Office of  Legislative Affairs 
before being elected to repre-
sent Ohio’s second congres-
sional district in Congress. 

He served in Congress from 
1993-2005. Portman would 
go on to serve as U.S. Trade 
Representative and Director 
of  the Office of  Management 
and Budget. In 2010, Portman 
was elected to his first term in 
the U.S. Senate.

Dolan, who is narrowly 
leading Timken in the polls, 
criticized Portman’s endorse-
ment of  Timken.

“He made clear that his 
support for Jane Timken was 
predicated on personal friend-
ship,” Dolan said.

Timken stated that she was 
grateful for Portman’s en-
dorsement, noting his legisla-
tive achievements.

“Rob successfully led 
the effort to pass President 
Trump’s tax cuts, is the leader 

in the U.S. Senate in fighting 
the opioid epidemic and has 
consistently delivered results 
for Ohio,” Timken stated. 

Meanwhile, on the Dem-
ocratic side, Congressman 
Tim Ryan, D-Ohio, will face 
off  against former Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
attorney Morgan Harper. 

The Republican primary is 
scheduled for May 3. It is an 
open primary, meaning any-
one can vote regardless of  
party registration.

The Lighter Side

Portman backs Timken in primary
Timken trails other GOP candidates in the polls ahead of the Senate primary
BY ETHAN NICHOLS
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Mudslides leveling Petrópolis, Brazil have resulted in widespread damage and death. Petrópolis received more rainfall last Tuesday than any other 
day since 1952. Claudio Castro, the Governor of the state of Rio de Janiero, and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro pledged to give aid to the area. 

Brazil mudslides, �ooding kill 186

The Brazilian mountain 
city of  Petrópolis was hit by 
torrential rainfall, causing 
mudslides that have leveled 
parts of  the city. 

There are at least 186 re-
ported casualties, with the 
Brazilian government expect-
ing the death toll to continue 
to rise.

Rio de Janeiro state Gover-
nor Claudio Castro stated that 
an estimated 400 citizens have 
been left homeless from the 
10 inches of  rain. Currently, 
300 citizens are being housed 

in makeshift shelters.
“We haven’t even started 

to speak with neighbors and 
to know if  this or that person 
had somewhere to go,” Castro 
said. “There is a lot of  anxi-
ety to know about the missing 
people.”

One survivor added in an 
interview with AFP News 
that Petrópolis “looked like a 
warzone.” Governor Castro 
echoed the sentiment. 

“The situation is almost 
like war... Cars hanging from 
poles, cars overturned, lots of  
mud and water still,” Castro 
said.

An estimated one month’s 
worth of  rainfall fell in just 

three hours last Tuesday. Ac-
cording to the Brazilian Na-
tional Meteorological Insti-
tute, it was the most rain the 
city had seen since 1952.

“(Petrópolis is) going 
through an extremely grave 
situation,”  Petrópolis Mayor 
Rubens Bomtempo said. “Up 
to now, we don’t have a defini-
tive dimension (of  the damage 
done).”

Some researchers are cur-
rently attributing the heavy 
rainfall to climate change and 
urbanization in the Petrópolis 
area. 

“What we saw was a really 
extreme event,” Cássia de Cas-
tro Martins Ferreira, weather 

researcher at the Federal Uni-
versity of  Juiz de Flora, said.

Ferreira explained that 
cold mountain air mixed with 
warm fronts from Rio’s coast 
make the city susceptible to 
storms, but deforestation of  
the upper mountains has re-
moved trees that absorbed 
much of  previous storms’ im-
pacts.

This mudslide comes only 
a month after the 11-year 
anniversary of  a previous di-
saster in Petrópolis — a 2011 
mudslide that claimed over 
900 lives and was dubbed the 
worst natural disaster in the 
nation’s history.

After the 2011 disaster, the 

Brazilian government made 
plans for future mudslide pre-
vention in the region; however, 
a lack of  funding and chang-
ing political powers prevented 
the plans from occurring.

In a press conference the 
day after the mudslide, Gover-
nor Castro assured residents 
that necessary alarms and 
prevention measures would be 
put in place for the citizens of  
Petrópolis. 

“We are doing the preven-
tion. It takes time. It can’t all 
be done at once,” he said.

Castro assured citizens that 
he was acquiring heavy ma-
chinery from the state gov-
ernment to help dig out the 
buried city. 

Additionally, the state fire 
department sent in 180 sol-
diers to aid with rescue efforts.

Several Brazilian govern-
ment officials have also offered 
aid, with the Rio de Janeiro 
state head defense working 
with rescue workers to search 
for survivors. 

Both the Brazilian Health 
Minister and Brazilian Su-
preme Court have offered to 
collect and send donations to 
the victims of  the mudslide.

In a tweet, Brazilian Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro said, “May 
God comfort the family mem-
bers of  the victims.”

Bolsonaro assured Brazil-
ians that Petrópolis would 
receive federal aid for its re-
construction efforts after sur-
veying the damage from his 
plane. He also promised that 
his ministers would work to 
help the region immediately. 

An Ohio mayor has taken 
TikTok by storm throughout 
the pandemic.

Leeman Kessler is a pod-
caster, content creator and 
actor. Since 2020, he has also 
served as mayor to the city 
of  Gambier, Ohio — home to 
Kenyon College.

His TikTok presence as the 
deadpan, Ohio-based come-
dian “Mayor Lovecraft” has 
gained him significant on-
line notoriety. He has gained 
roughly 130,000 followers on 
the platform since taking of-
fice.

Much of  Kessler’s popu-
larity stems from his creation 
of  Ohio-specific cryptids and 
creatures in his videos. His 
original viral video featured 
a mysterious “Raven Queen,” 
though following videos have 
introduced hits like the “Moss 
Goblin” and the “Tree of  
Blades.”

Buckeye fans of  his videos 
often comment on his abili-
ty to pinpoint fun, regional 
quirks like the prevalence of  
Bob Evans locations in the 
state.

“One of  the nice things 
about Ohio is that these (Bob 
Evans restaurants) are actu-

ally save locations,” Kessler 
said in a January video. “If  
you find yourself  here, you 
can save your progress, and if  
you make a mistake, you can 
always come back here and try 
again.”

Kessler is the host of  an 
H.P. Lovecraft-themed You-
Tube channel called “Ask 
Lovecraft.” 

The show features Kessler 
dressed as the horror writer, 
answering questions and dol-
ing out dubious advice. Since 
the show’s 2012 debut, it has 
gained over 7,000 followers.

He has narrated three au-
diobooks and has been fea-
tured in the Adventure Zone 
graphic novels as well as sev-
eral tabletop games. Much of  
Kessler’s online persona is 
also dedicated to his identity 
as a father.

“I have to be mindful of  the 
fact that I’m the dad of  two 
kids who are potentially em-
barrassed by my shenanigans,” 
he said.

Kessler and his wife attend-
ed Kenyon College for their 
undergraduate studies, and the 
couple returned to the town in 
2015 for a job opportunity. He 
soon became involved in poli-
tics and was elected to the vil-
lage’s council in 2017.

“In a few short years, I go 

from returning to my college 
town to being mayor of  it,” he 
said.

Kessler hopes to highlight 
his 2,000-person town — and 
the whole state of  Ohio — as 
a tourist destination.

“The idea of  people return-
ing to Ohio or as a destination 
state for the longest time was 
not in the public imagina-
tion,” he said. “And yet, here 
I am, someone who not only 
came here once, but came here 
twice.”

The @MayorLovecraft 
TikTok, a mishmash of  his 
political work and his sci-fi 
online persona, strives to up-
lift Ohio in much the same 
way. Kessler’s use of  humor 
and an antiquated Lovecraf-
tian dialect have rocketed him 
to popularity.

“One of  the nice things 
about living in Ohio is that if  
you stand on the correct side 
of  many of  our beautiful riv-
ers and waterways, you’ll be-
gin to hear the true secrets 
and lore of  this land,” Kessler 
said in a recent TikTok, a wil-
derness scene from Gambier 
behind him. 

“However, I must cau-
tion you. If  you stand on the 
wrong side, all you’ll get are 
half-remembered dreams from 
all who have left Ohio. Figur-

ing out which side you’re on 
can be the work of  a lifetime,” 
he concluded.

He noted that his slogan, 
“Keep Ohio Weird,” is a play 
on the city of  Austin’s long-
time motto encouraging yup-
pies, hipsters and weirdos na-
tionwide to move there. While 

he doesn’t anticipate Ohio will 
become the next Austin, Kes-
sler is excited to see interest in 
state tourism and growth gen-
erated via social media.

“If  I can give Ohio a little 
bit more weirdness and won-
derment, I’m happy to do it,” 
he added.

Leeman Kessler, the mayor of Gambier, Ohio, has become a hit-sensation 
on TikTok. He creates cryptids which highlight Ohio sites and creatures.
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER
Digital Communications 
Manager

TikTok-famous Mayor Lovecraft “keeps Ohio weird”
BY MO JUENGER
Print Managing Editor
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Canadian Prime Minister-
Justin Trudeau and his Cana-
dian government’s response 
to the trucker protests has 
been nothing short of  totali-
tarian. 

While I don’t agree with 
the protests, I believe in the 
principle that they have a right 
to gather and make noise for 
their cause. But it looks like 
some powerful people don’t 
agree with me. 

The Trudeau administra-
tion recently announced that 
it was broadening its anti-ter-
rorism legislation to include 
crowdfunding platforms. That 
way, it could target the Cana-
dian trucker protesters who 
received small dollar dona-
tions via the crowdfunding 
platform GoFundMe. The 
Canadian government also 
threatened to seize the assets 
and bank accounts of  people 
who were spotted at the pro-
test, essentially threatening to 
destroy their livelihoods. At 
a press conference, the police 
chief  of  Ottawa stated that 

they would use surveillance 
footage to retroactively pros-
ecute people who were in-
volved.   

The protestors are being 
treated like terrorists even 
though they are not. These 
people are not using violence 
as a political tool; rather, they 
are peacefully protesting what 
they view as overreach in gov-
ernment power. As someone 
who has supported other pro-
tests against excessive gov-
ernment power with the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) move-
ment, I have to feel for how 
these people are being treated. 

Many of  the same criti-
cisms that they used against 
BLM are being levied against 
the trucker protests. Many 
people have pointed to the 
fact that some of  the protes-
tors have been arrested for 
minor property destruction 
as evidence that the entire 
movement is full of  violent, 
ill-intentioned people. We’ve 
all seen this movie before; it is 
the same exact line that they 

used against BLM. 
The BLM movement was 

openly called a terrorist orga-
nization on Fox News, a main-
stream political news channel. 
The BLM organization, sepa-
rate from the movement, also 
used crowdfunding platforms 
to raise money for their cause. 
How absurd would it be if  
this money was withheld from 
them after pressure from the 
federal government was ap-
plied? We would all see this as 
an obvious overreach of  au-
thority. But since this move-
ment is not as popular, people 
are indifferent about it or are 
openly supporting the move. 

At least from my perspec-
tive, BLM is a much more jus-
tified movement. But whose 
call is that to make? The Ca-
nadian trucker protestors 
have a legitimately-held con-
viction that their position is 
right. They have every right 
to have their voices heard, no 
matter how inconvenient it is 
for the people of  Ottawa or 
car manufacturers in the U.S. 

Being disruptive is literally 
the entire point of  having a 
protest, and as long as they do 
not rise to the level of  wanton 
acts of  violence, their civil lib-
erties need to be protected.

Being able to look at issues 
like these while still being ob-
jective and sticking to your 
principles is the reason why 
we have principles in the first 
place. Letting the Canadian 
government decide whether 
the truckers have a right to 
peacefully protest is a slippery 
slope. 

It is in moments of  discom-
fort where we need to refuse 
our most totalitarian impuls-
es. We must have faith in our 
most fundamental values as a 
society, especially the values 
of  free speech, expression and 
protest. These are the values 
that gave us the civil rights 
movement, Occupy Wall 
Street, the women’s march  
and BLM. They cannot be 
discarded so casually. 

All it takes is for the winds 
of  public opinion to shift just 

a little too far to see your fa-
vorite social justice cause be 
stomped out in the same way. 
Make no mistake — they will 
use these tactics on leftist 
causes and with much more 
force. I feel so disappointed 
in what our neighbors to the 
north have been doing, and I 
pray that this destruction of  
democracy does not get to the 
U.S.

Solidarity for trucker protests 

Joseph Cotton is a se-
nior Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public 
and economics dou-
ble major. He is the 
Education and En-
richment Coordina-
tor for Newswire from 
Dearborn, Mich.

My mind is always full 
— between the stressors 
of  classes, a part-time job, 
making time for family and 
friends and keeping myself  
healthy, sometimes it feels 
like I don’t have time to 
breathe. Honestly, I some-
times find myself  making 
time for homework before I 
make time to shower, eat and 
sleep. Classwork alone con-
sumes our minds, typically 
taking up more than half   
our days outside of  the time 
we spend in class, lectures or 
labs. 

However, I have found 
that, this semester, profes-
sors have not allowed stu-
dents any grace in regards 
to missing a class. Most pro-
fessors, at least in my expe-
rience, are now heavily fac-
toring attendance into our 
grades, meaning that if  more 
than one to three classes are 
missed, students’ grades 
may be dropped by an entire 
letter grade. I understand 

that I should be grateful to 
have an in-person option 
after battling the pandemic 
for two 
y e a r s 
n o w , 
but I 
a l s o 
t h i n k 
o u r 
faculty 
and administration should 
consider that there are other 
sources of  stress in my life 
besides my course load. 

There are some days that 
I have to skip a class, just so 
that I have enough time to 
complete all my homework 
in time for the next day. 
There are some days that I 
am so overwhelmed, sitting 
in another lecture physically 
brings me to tears. I am so 
stressed. I am so tired. 

Adding an attendance re-
quirement to classes only 
causes more stress to stu-
dents about their grades, and 
does not take into account 

the necessity of  occasional 
mental health days. 

Of  course, I think stu-
d e n t s 
should 
be at-
t e n d -
i n g 
c l a s s 
m o s t 
of  the 

time. I understand that at-
tending class is vital to suc-
cess in our education here. 
But attendance policies 
do not account for mental 
health issues or the overlap 
of  our own personal lives. 

Take into consideration 
high school attendance pol-
icies. In Ohio, students are 
permitted to miss 10 school 
days per year. After this 
number, a doctor’s note is 
required to mark further ab-
sences as excused. 

Although college classes 
move at a much faster pace, 
professors’ policies should 
account for days students 

may not be available due to 
mental health factors or oth-
er life events. 

While current policies do 
not consider mental health, 
they also do not account for 
the current state of  public 
health. Yes, COVID-19 cir-
cumstances have improved 
considerably; but, if  a stu-
dent feels ill, they should not 
go to class. 

COVID-19, as well as 
many of  other illnesses, 
could be transmitted if  stu-
dents continue to come to 
class despite feeling ill. Most 
students attend class, even 
while showing symptoms of  
COVID-19 or other illness-
es, because their professors 
do not excuse absences with-
out a doctor’s note or a death 
in the family. 

Professors should adopt 
policies that allow students 
to miss occasional classes on 
account of  mental health or 
personal illness that may not 
be accompanied by a doctor’s 

note. This could be achieved 
through professors making a 
commitment to posting lec-
tures and notes on Canvas. 

Mandatory attendance 
policies may prevent stu-
dents from “falling through 
the cracks” as some may 
say, but they do not protect 
students’ mental health. If  
lectures were consistently 
posted on Canvas, students 
would not feel as far behind 
if  they miss a class. Class is 
the most important part of  
college. Class is college. But 
a college cannot operate if  
its students are burnt out. 

-
year health services 
administration major. 
She is a staff writ-
er for Newswire from 
Wadsworth, Ohio.

I feel like I would turn into 
the Joker if  I had to [stand 
idly for four hours, nodding 
at random strangers wihtout 
any distraction

Attendance requirements harm mental health

I understand that attending class 
is vital to success in our educa-
tion here. But attendance policies 
do not account for mental health 
issues or the overlap of  our own 
personal lives.
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Respond to my emails
The ways students can 

contact faculty and staff  are 
becoming even more limited.

The majority of  profes-
sors on campus will only al-
low students to contact them 
via their Xavier email or of-
fice phone. Unfortunately, 
this is not always a viable 
option for time-sensitive or 
simple questions.  

As someone who works in 
marketing and planning for 
clubs both past and present, 
correspondence are crucial 
to understanding logistics. 
This, of  course, requires 
people to read their email 
or other communication and 
act on its request.  

In my encounters, there 
are mainly two types of  
email responders: instanta-
neous or non-existent.  

There have been times 
when I am struggling 
through an essay around 3 
a.m. On two separate occa-
sions, with the same pro-
fessor, I emailed him at that 
time, and he responded in 
two minutes.  

Firstly, I was concerned 
about him being up that late. 

Secondly, though I would 
have been satisfied with a 
response in the morning 
around 8 a.m., I genuinely 
appreciated their dedication 
to email attentiveness. 

On the other hand, I re-
quested to meet with a dif-
ferent professor outside of  
their office hours and re-
ceived a reply nine days later 
after two follow-up emails. 
Obviously, it was past the 
time of  being useful.

This is not to say that an 
immediate response is the 
only good one. For example, 
a response within 24 hours 
is generally accepted. How-
ever, when response time ex-
ceeds that regularly, a prob-
lem begins to arise.  

The number of  people 
who respond to emails effec-
tively and efficiently is rap-
idly declining these days.   

A survey conducted by 
Creative Strategies in 2020 
found that the emphasis put 
on emails is something Gen 
Z is not keeping up with. 
They much prefer other 
methods for collaboration 
and found that the under-30 

group repeatedly ranked 
email lower than the major-
ity of  other platforms. 

It would seem that the 
solution is what they grew 
up with. Creative Strategies 
reported that  ”iMessage 
ranked far higher with the 
under-30s than Slack or Mi-
crosoft Teams chat.”

Moreover, an option 
would be for professors to 
give their personal phone 
number. Some of  my profes-
sors and advisers have given 
the class their number for 
“emergency” questions or 
even to submit assignments. 

Texting could benefit a 
lot of  struggling students. 
If  faculty and staff  are will-
ing to meet students in the 
middle by texting instead of  
solely relying on emails or 
Canvas, the campus could be 
much more productive. 

Although this is only one 
of  a few options to fix the 
problem, some people have 
difficulty giving out their 
number. I could understand 
that if  we were at a different 
school with different stan-
dards. However, this is Xavi-

er. I want to think that we 
have a greater understand-
ing of  professional settings 
and ethics due to our eth-
ics-based coursework than 
other institutions.

Giving out their number 
is just one way faculty and 
staff  could become more ac-
cessible to the student body. 
Still, I could only be so lucky 
if  the solution to this issue 
were that straightforward.  

This message is not only 
for faculty and staff  but also 
for students. There is no ex-
cuse in the real world to not 
respond to an email for over 
a week, so there is no excuse 
to not respond while in uni-
versity either.   

Emails and other commu-
nication apps are how the 
world functions, so either 
intentionally or unintention-
ally waiting to respond to 
correspondences is highly 
unprofessional. 

I am imploring you to 
check your email at least 
once a day. If  you can, get 
it on your phone or always 
have it open on your com-
puter. That way, you can re-

spond in a faster method as 
well.  

Even if  you do not have a 
complete response, just giv-
ing them a confirmation that 
you have received their email 
and are looking into it is very 
important.  

I can understand taking 
a weekend off  to reset your 
mental health or if  you were 
away from your desk for an 
extended period. However, 
a response for something 
should be expected, as a 
courtesy, within 24 hours of  
their correspondence.   

Regardless of  status as an 
adult or student, please read 
and respond to your emails 
or texts. 

Trevor Tiemeyer is 

ble major. He is a 
News-

wire
Ohio.

Strip malls are evil. They 
are greedy monsters that en-
gulf  towns in their big park-
ing lots, luring in prey with 
Verizon stores and Jersey 
Mike’s restaurants. Any town 
or city with a strip mall is 
worse off  because of  it. Don’t 
even get me started on Dollar 
General.  

My animosity towards strip 
malls does not stem from any 
political or economic reason. 
I have no ill will toward the 
businesses that inhabit them. 
I don’t even have any hatred 
for the owners, architects or 
builders. My animosity stems 
from a very simple reason: 
Strip malls are ugly.  

The ugliness of  a strip 
mall comes more from unin-
spired design than explicit 
ugliness. Gray concrete walls, 
large glass windows and LED 
signs may not be as garish as 
a bright orange house with a 
bright pink roof, but that is 
precisely the problem.  

The architect who designs a 
strip mall is a coward, seeking 
neither beauty or ugliness, but 

the spineless middle-ground 
of  mediocrity. These archi-
tects are focused on their 
own self-preservation rather 
than contributing meaningful 
work. 

Strip malls never improve 
communities in a real sense. 
The utilitarian strip mall may 
have a favorite bookstore or 
clothing outlet, but the build-
ing itself  is too mediocre to be 
the favorite place of  anyone. A 
beautiful park or a nostalgic 
downtown may fill this role, 
but it will never be filled by 
the strip mall. 

Likewise, the strip mall is 
too inoffensive to be the most 
hated place of  anyone. One 
may hate the businesses in-
side the mall or the owners 
of  a strip mall, but never the 
building itself. The strip mall 
is simply ignored. 

The cowardly architect can 
hardly be blamed for such of-
fensive inoffensiveness. Ar-
chitecture reflects its society, 
and the modern world settles 
for dreary normalcy, hoping 
that it will avoid ugliness. 

But normalcy is an ugliness 
of  its own, and it is the most 
dangerous form of  ugliness. 
Normalcy is stagnation. No 
sane society wants to leave a 
normal world for its grand-
children; it wants to leave a 
beautiful one.  

The builders of  the past 
understood this. The gran-
deur of  the Sistine Chapel 
is not normal. The extrava-
gance of  the Taj Mahal is not 
normal. These buildings defy 
classification; they are won-
derfully abnormal and will be 
enjoyed as long as they ex-
ist. These great buildings are 
built with the future in mind. 
Thankfully, while great build-
ings often have utilitarian 
uses, architects have selflessly 
designed them to be beautiful. 

There is no practical need 
for beauty. It is something to 
be sought for its own sake. 
The human desire to create 
and see beautiful things is a 
mysterious and great joy. 

When students move to 
campus, their first action is to 
prepare their dorm room; not 

only in terms of  setting up the 
television and putting away 
clothes, but putting posters 
and flags on the walls. Their 
desks will be adorned with 
photos of  family and friends, 
as well as books and toys and 
lamps. The decorations are 
often excessive, especially 
in a practical sense. It seems 
foolish to put up these decora-
tions when they will be taken 
down within the year. This is 
not foolish at all. The envi-
ronment has a great impact 
on the thoughts and deeds 
of  every person. A beautiful 
room will elevate and inspire 
people. The person that makes 
a solely practical room is a 
fool. A room without decora-
tions may be easy to move in 
and out of, but it will not be an 
easy room to live in.  

Strip malls are designed to 
be solely practical. The design 
sends a clear message, even 
if  those involved in the con-
struction do not intend it to. 
The ugly strip mall says that 
the world is a steely and heart-
less place, with a mind focused 

on quotas and profit margins. 
If  only one ugly strip mall 
existed, it would be a serious 
mistake, but the ubiquity of  
strip malls spreads their mes-
sage across the country.  

Architecture must change. 
Buildings should be made 
beautiful because they can be 
made beautiful, not because 
they will be more profitable. 
Buildings should be made with 
a simple message: The world 
is a home, not a factory. This 
is a goal that everyone must 
contribute to. A few rogue ar-
chitects or idealistic financiers 
will not achieve this. Every 
day, we must not only choose 
beauty but demand it.  

Newswire 

Strip the Earth of strip malls
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Xavier baseball drops series to open up season

rim-rocking, one-hand slam.
As the half  wound to a 

close, Scruggs attacked the 
paint and drew a shooting 
foul with 5.1 seconds left, 
made both free throws, and 
put Xavier up 36-34. Prov-
idence responded quickly 
when graduate guard Al 
Durham did the same as 
Scruggs with 1.8 seconds left 
to go, tying the game 36-36 
at halftime.

As the second half  began, 
Xavier proved their first half  
defensive effort was no fluke. 
At the 15:20 mark, Odom 
responded quickly to one of  
five Bynum threes. The Xavi-

er guard finished off  an and-
one layup to keep Xavier in 
the lead.

For the Friars, Durham 
exited the game after taking a 
nasty spill on a driving layup 
attempt with 13:09 left to go 
in the second half. Despite 
needing to head into the lock-
er room for medical attention. 
Durham, who has been play-
ing this season with a sport 
hernia in his back, returned 
to the floor for the final eight 
minutes of  the ball game.

The officiating tightened 
up significantly in the second 
half, with both teams getting 
into early foul trouble in the 

half.
Despite a barrage of  

threes and big plays coming 
from Providence in the sec-
ond half, senior guard Adam 
Kunkel kept Xavier alive with 
his sweet shooting.

The game took a sudden 
turn with three minutes to 
go in the game. Following 
an absolute ankle-breaker 
by Dwon Odom, Providence 
players complained of  water 
condensation on the court. A 
few minutes later, arena oper-
ations at the Dunkin Donuts 
Center realized the stadium 
was leaking water from its 
ceiling. Play resumed after a 

Xavier lost in triple overtime at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center against Providence on Wednesday night. The 
game was an instant classic, but Xavier just couldn’t pull off the upset win as tired legs cost Xavier late. 
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Musketeers fell in triple OT on road
lengthy 15-minute pause.

Xavier and Providence 
continued to trade baskets 
all the way down to the wire, 
where Adam Kunkel left a 
baseline jump shot just short, 
sending the Musketeers to 
their first overtime game of  
the year.

Overtime proved to be 
much the same in this tight-
ly-contested matchup. Xavier 
took an early overtime lead 
but struggled to put the ball 
in the basket late, allowing 
Providence to tie the game 
with less than a minute to go. 
After two missed game win-
ning attempts, this matchup 
headed to double overtime.

The game began to turn 
against Xavier in double over-
time after they quickly fell 
down 79-75 with over three 
minutes remaining. Despite 
storming back to take the 
lead 81-79, the Musketeers 
found themselves trailing 88-
85 with seven seconds to go 
in double overtime. 

Following a missed free 
throw by Providence, Scruggs 
calmly made his way down 
the court to swoosh a three 
as time expired, leading to a 
triple overtime after review 
confirmed it was a three.

Unfortunately, tired legs 
for the Xavier defense finally 
showed through as the Mus-
keteers fell to 17-10 in a 99-
92 defeat at the hands of  the 
23-3 Friars. Xavier will look 
to bounce back on Saturday 
against Seton Hall. 

Xavier baseball played Alabama and Louisville to open the season, but ultimately couldn’t close out a win. 
The Musketeers are currently 0-4 and have a tough matchup against Oregon State starting this afternoon. 
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In what very well could 
have been the best game of  
the college basketball regular 
season, Xavier men’s basket-
ball fell in a heartbreaker to 
the Providence Friars 99-92 
in triple overtime.

Early in the game, Xavier 
found its stride defensively af-
ter struggling in its previous 
loss to St. John’s. Perimeter 
defense was especially good 
for Xavier from senior guard 
Paul Scruggs and sopho-
more guards Colby Jones and 
Dwon Odom. However, both 
Scruggs and Jones struggled 
to hold on to the ball with six 
turnovers combined in the 
first half. 

Junior forward Zach Free-
mantle led Xavier in scoring 
at halftime with ten points, 
shooting five for seven from 
the floor.

For Providence in the first 
half, redshirt junior guard 
Jared Bynum was hot from 
behind the arc, finishing with 
eight points in the half. Se-
nior A.J. Reeves added in two 
threes and seven points.

There were no lack of  high-
light plays down the stretch 
of  the first half  for Xavier. At 
the 7:03 mark, Odom assisted 
on an alley-oop dunk to Zach 
Freemantle that silenced the 
Friar crowd. Shortly thereaf-
ter with 4:51 to go on the half, 
Paul Scruggs penetrated the 
soft Providence defense for a 

Xavier fought but couldn’t upset the No. 11 Providence Friars on Wednesday
BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager

impressed with two strike-
outs and only one hit allowed 
in two innings. On the offen-
sive side, Xavier struggled 
to get the bats going until 
late in the game, when they 
scored one run in each of  
the last three innings. Junior 
outfielder Tyler Demartino 

hit his first home run of  the 
season, and Housinger hit-
ting his second in two games. 
Graduate student catcher Jer-
ry Huntzinger also contrib-
uted in a major way with two 
stolen bases.

Game Three proved to be 
more of  the same for Xavier, 

swept in the season series by 
Alabama after a 9-4 loss. The 
Crimson Tide laid it on early, 
scoring six runs in the first 
five innings, including a four-
run third inning. 

Xavier struggled to find a 
viable option on the mound, 
with junior Jack Lynch end-

ing as the lone pitcher to not 
surrender a single earned 
run. On offense, the Muske-
teers finished with 13 hits 
to Alabama’s 12, but getting 
runners around the bases 
proved challenging.

Upon returning home 
from Alabama, Xavier base-
ball took on Louisville on the 
road, losing 7-6 in yet anoth-
er closely contested matchup.

On Monday, Xavier once 
again struggled on the mound 
late, allowing six runs in the 
seventh inning. 

Xavier secured their sea-
son-high run total of  six runs 
but fell late 7-6 on the road at 
Louisville. 

Franzoni hit his second 
home run of  the season. Se-
nior outfielder Andrew Walk-
er stole a base and also con-
tributed two RBI’s. Junior 
infielder Jared Cushing also 
knocked in two runs with 
both coming on a two-run 
home run in the seventh in-
ning.. 

Coming up, Xavier base-
ball will travel to Surprise, 
Ariz. to take on  the Oregon 
State Beavers in a three-game 
series that starts today and 
ends Saturday.  Each game in 
the series will take place at 
3:00 eastern. 

Over the weekend, Xavi-
er Baseball began their cam-
paign in Tuscaloosa, Ala. tak-
ing on the Crimson Tide in a 
three-game series. 

Despite two of  the three 
games being decided by one 
run, the Musketeers could not 
break the four-run threshold 
all weekend. Game One of  
the Alabama vs. Xavier series 
ended in a 5-4 defeat for the 
Musketeers. Despite leading 
for the entirety of  the game, 
Xavier allowed four runs in 
the ninth inning. 

Graduate student Trevor 
Olson and junior Luke Bell al-
lowed just three hits through 
the first eight innings of  the 
game. Senior infielder Jack 
Housinger finished the game 
with three RBI’s, including a 
two-run homer. Senior out-
fielder Luke Franzoni also 
contributed a solo home run 
on the first pitch of  the game.

The second game of  the 
series, while ending in the 
same score of  5-4, looked 
quite different. After allow-
ing a four-run second inning, 
Xavier’s pitching staff  got 
things under control with 
only one more run allowed 
the remainder of  the game. 

Sophomore Bobby Jones 

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Show Manager
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Former Xavier men’s soccer coach Andy Fleming mutually parted ways with the program last week. Fleming 
spent 12 years with the Musketeers, and leaves the school as the all-time winningest coach in program history. 

Analysis: Saturday is crucial for Xavier
Whether you’re on the 

“Fire Steele” train or not, 
you have to acknowledge one 
thing: The trend of  his Xavier 
teams fading down the stretch 
is cause for concern. 

Xavier lost six of  eight to 
end their season last year, four 
of  six to end their season in 
2020 and their 2019 season 
included a six-game losing 
streak in the later half  of  the 
season. 

The 2021-2022 squad has 
now lost five of  six and is 
moving closer and closer to 
the bubble after a brutal triple 
overtime loss against Provi-
dence. The Musketeers played 
well but ultimately ran out of  
gas after junior forward Jack 
Nunge and sophomore guard 
Dwon Odom fouled out. 

Seton Hall defeated Xavi-
er 73-71 in their first meet-
ing, and the Pirates have had 
a solid season overall. They 
sit at 17-9 on the season and 
8-8 in Big East play. The Pi-
rates, unlike Xavier, come 
into Saturday’s game hot, as 
they’ve won five of  their last 
seven and seem like a team 
that could make a sneaky run 
in the Big East tournament. 
Here are a couple players to 
watch on Seton Hall.

 The Pirates’ best player 

this year has been Jared Rho-
den. The senior forward aver-
ages 15.5 points per game to 
lead the team. Rhoden also 

leads the team in minutes 
played per game (32.9) and 
also is second on the team in 
rebounds per game (7.2). 

Men’s soccer Head Coach 
Andy Fleming and Xavier 
University mutually agreed 
to part ways after 12 success-
ful seasons. Fleming had an 
overall record of  118-77-33. 
These records  are program 
bests in Xavier men’s soccer 
history. He also was award-
ed the Big East Coach of  the 
Year in 2014 after the team 
went 15-6-2 and were Big 
East runner-ups. He also ad-
vanced to a Sweet 16 that sea-
son. 

Fleming has coached 13 
Major League Soccer play-
ers, been recognized multiple 
times as Coach of  the Year 
and had only two losing sea-
sons in his tenure at Xavier. 

He had two top-five wins 
in 2015, beating No. 2-ranked 
Notre Dame and the No. 
1-ranked Creighton Blue Jays. 

Fleming also created 
Devin’s Team, which raised 
awareness for Down Syn-
drome in the Cincinnati area. 
While active, it grew into one 
of  the highest-earning fund-
raisers in the Midwest. 

He also received the Pa-
mela A. Butler Team Captain 
“Heart of  Giving” Award in 
2021, which is presented by 
the Down Syndrome Associa-
tion of  Greater Cincinnati. 

“Xavier was and is the only 
school to ever have hired me 

to be their head coach. It was 
a perfect match, and Xavier is 
the professional love of  my 
life,” Fleming said. 

“This once dormant pro-
gram was in the Top 25 in 
10 of  my 12 years, along 
with four NCAA bids, multi-

ple conference championships 
and four top-10 national rank-
ings,” he said.

 “At one point we also had 
the nation’s highest team GPA 
and fewest yellow cards, and 
five former assistants are now 
head coaches. Add the impact 

Xavier’s in the midst of a late-season slide for the second season in a row. Saturday’s home game against 
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Rhoden scored a game-high 
25 points to lead all scorers 
in the first matchup between 
these two teams, Sophomore 

forward Colby Jones will be 
Xavier’s best bet to stop Rho-
den. Jones has the length and 
athleticism to match up with 
him. It will be hard for Jones 
to completely shut Rhoden 
down, but he needs to make 
sure Rhoden doesn’t sin-
gle-handedly beat Xavier. 

Another guy to watch 
for on Seton Hall is Kadary 
Richmond. Richmond has 
had a bigger role on the Pi-
rates since graduate student 
Bryce Aiken went down and 
will have to deal with the al-
ways-scrappy Paul Scruggs 
and company. 

Speaking of  Paul Scruggs, 
this is his fifth year at Xavi-
er, and by and large, he’s had 
a very good career. However, 
Scruggs hasn’t been as good 
as expected in Big East play. 
He’s struggled with turnovers 
and hasn’t been a consistent 
scoring option for a Muske-
teers team that could badly 
use one.  

This game on paper is a 
toss up. It’s the second-to-last 
home game for Xavier this 
year, and it’s a huge one. 

Wednesday was a step in 
the right direction as the Mus-
keteers fought for 55 minutes, 
but they need a win. 

I don’t want to call it a 
must-win, but Xavier needs 
to stop the bleeding, and they 
need to stop it right now. 

Men’s soccer parts with Fleming

of  Devin’s Team, and we did a 
tremendous job reflecting the 
values of  Xavier,” he said. 

A national search for a new 
head coach has begun immedi-
ately, headed by Xavier Direc-
tor of  Athletics Greg Chris-
topher. 

BY JAKE GEIGER

Andy Fleming and Xavier mutually agreed to part ways after 12 years

BY LUKE SERVELLO

Sports
Banter
MLB season in doubt
If  the MLB and MLB 

Players Association don’t 
reach an agreement by 

Monday, the season will be 
shortened. It doesn’t appear 

there’s any traction on a 
deal, so baseball fans will 
be waiting a while for the 

season to start. 

Aaron Rodgers is weird
A recent 12-day cleanse 
completed by Green Bay 

Packers quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers included multiple 

days of  giving himself  
enemas and three days of  
eating ghee (clarified but-

ter) until he evacuated from 
both ends. A good question 
could be who was pooping 

the bed more: Aaron during 
his cleanse or the Packers in 

the playoffs?

Hollywood Brady
Former NFL quarterback 
Tom Brady is producing 

and starring in 80 for Brady. 
The movie will star Lily 
Tomlin, Jane Fonda, Rita 
Moreno and Sally Field 
as four women who take 
a road trip to see Brady 

and the Patriots in Super 
Bowl LI against the Atlanta 
Falcons, the game where he 
enginereed a 28-3 comeback 

to win. 
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BY EMILY CROFT

With Black History Month 
coming to an end and Wom-
en’s History Month about 
to begin, it is only fitting to 
recommend a couple of  nov-
els to read by Black women 
authors. These popular novels 
focus on racial inequality and 
tell different stories of  Black 
women and the struggles they 
have faced.

The Vanishing Half  
by Brit Bennett

Up first is a newer release, 
but it will rock your world 
nonetheless. Bennett’s novel 
takes place in the late 1960s 
and addresses the idea of  ra-
cial passing. The novel fol-
lows two sisters and their 
varying stories. Readers en-
ter the mind of  a woman liv-
ing a White-passing lifestyle 
and see how that changes the 
trajectory of  her family. The 
novel also invites discussion 
among readers about the dif-
ficulties for those who did not 
or could not pass as White, 
along with the stigma from 
Black communities surround-
ing passing. Bennett’s genius 
novel is a rollercoaster of  

emotion that intertwines sub-
plots of  love and friendships.

Their Eyes Were 
Watching God

 by Zora Neale Hurston
Let’s go back in time to the 

Harlem Renaissance when 
Zora Neale Hurston shocked 
the world with her incredible 
writing. Her novel Their Eyes 
Were Watch God is a simple 
classic you can’t go wrong 
with reading. The story is 
about a woman in the early 
20th century returning to ru-
ral Florida and reminisces on 
where she has been and what 
she has lived through since 
she had originally left. 

The story encapsulates 
love, loss, sorrow and a main 
character who refuses to give 
up when life is hard for her. 
Hurston beautifully connects 
the story with a southern 
Black dialect that would’ve 
been relevant to the time peri-
od as a way of  conserving the 
culture within the story itself. 
I could read this book again 
and again and never get tired 
of  it.

The Color Purple 
by Alice Walker

I love this book for many 

reasons, with the first being 
its epistolary format. The 
main character of  the novel, 
Celie, narrates the story as 
she writes letters to God. The 
book feels realistic as the read-
ers witness firsthand the abu-
sive life Celie had growing up 
and witness it firsthand. With 
this firsthand experience, 
there are depictions of  pow-
er-based violence and some 
language that is more explicit 
than the other recommenda-
tions in this article, so consid-
er that your warning before 

reading. I don’t think either 
of  those inclusions takes 
away from the novel’s beauty, 
though, as Walker depicts life 
for young Black women in the 
early 1900s.

Beloved
 by Toni Morrison

I saved this one for last 
simply because Toni Morri-
son is a genius when it comes 
to writing, especially with this 
novel. Beloved takes us back 
to the 1850s, telling the sto-
ry of  an enslaved woman who 

has escaped from a plantation 
with her children. Along the 
way, the mother (Sethe) has 
to make difficult decisions in 
terms of  how she is going 
to protect her children from 
the violence of  the world in 
which they live. The main 
thing I love about this book is 
that it’s based on a true story 
about a woman named Marga-
ret Garner, who had escaped 
from a plantation in Kentucky 
with her family until law en-
forcement caught up with 
them in Ohio.

Remi Wolf:  TV vocalist 
returns to live shows

BY JULIA LANKISCH

Up-and-coming artist 
Remi Wolf  has come a long 
way since her American Idol 
days.

In 2014, the then 17-year-
old singer was eliminated in 
the second round of  perfor-
mances of  Season 13. Since 
then, she has built a career out 
of  her original music, begin-
ning with a host of  singles re-
leased from the start of  2019.

Most recently, Wolf  re-
leased her first studio album, 
Juno, in October 2021 and 
announced a North American 
tour to follow. I attended her 
show in Columbus at New-
port Music Hall, which is the 
longest-running rock club in 
America.

Wolf  had one opening act 
traveling with her: a synth-
pop artist named Grace Ives. 
While I appreciated the plat-
form that was given to a small-
er artist, Ives’  music was not 
my cup of  tea. Her voice was 
extremely under-balanced in 
the sound mix to the point 
where I couldn’t make out a 
single word she sang. The in-
tentional drowning out of  the 
actual content of  the song by 
a painfully repetitive beat was 
off-putting.

Despite the confusing 
opener, Wolf  was immedi-
ately greeted by chanting 
in the crowd. The sold-out 

show attracted a lot of  col-
lege students from Ohio State 
University, and the energy in 
the room was palpable. She 
seemed to get some of  her en-
thusiasm from the positive re-
actions she received, which is 
so fun to watch as an audience 
member. This didn’t seem like 
a concert attended by many 
casual fans – a good portion 
of  the attendees knew every 
word to every song.

As a listener who doesn’t 
spend much time looking for 
live performances on You-
Tube, I didn’t know what to 
expect in terms of  how much 
her live act differs from stu-
dio recordings. That said, I 
was absolutely floored by how 
beautiful Wolf ’s voice was. 
She jumped around the stage 
and did an overall fantastic 
job capturing the audience’s 
attention, all while keeping 
the clarity and quality of  

what I’d heard in her album.
This was especially im-

pressive considering how she 
changed the texture of  her 
music to accommodate the 
live setting. Her songs are 
usually saturated with elec-
tronic beats, sound effects and 
convoluted pedal work for the 
guitar parts. By contrast, she 
sang at Newport Music Hall 
with only a bassist, rhythm 
guitarist, drummer and back-
up vocals. While what makes 
her songs unique was still 
present, she did not hide be-
hind the “easy out” of  effects.

Wolf  also did a fantastic 
job staying true to her funky 
and absurdist aesthetic, de-
spite the stripped-down band 
performing with her. The re-
sult was a stage that had real-
ly neat visuals playing in the 
background, props (including 
a couch!) that interacted with 
the lights and an energetic 

Novels to celebrate Black women

artist hopping around in a gi-
ant green dress and knit hat. 
She gave her fans what they 
were looking for – an upbeat 
and colorful show.

Overall, I have only pos-
itive things to say about the 

concert, save the opener. 
Wolf  is a humble and tal-
ented artist and performer, 
and she deserves all of  the 
respect she has gained over 
the past couple years.

Newswire photo courtesy of Julia Lankisch

Actress Shailene Woodley and foot-
ball star Aaron Rodgers called off  
their engagement (Feb. 17).
Olivia Rodrigo announced a new mu-
sic documentary coming out March 
25 (Feb. 18).
Netflix announced the fourth season 
release date of  the hit show Stranger 
Things on May 27 (Feb. 18).
At the start of  his world tour, Justin 
Bieber tested positive for COVID-19 
and postponed his first concert (Feb. 
20).
R&B singer Keke Wyatt announced 
that she is expecting her 11th child 
(Feb. 21).
The children’s TV show Arthur end-
ed on Monday after 25 seasons (Feb. 
21).

A&E SINGLES
BY EMILY CROFT
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Winter is out, spring fashion is in

Colors
Colors are in this spring. 

Don’t shy away from mixing 
and matching — banish your 
previous uniform of  colorful 
tops with black bottoms in fa-
vor of  color combinations. 

We’re moving away from 
the muted neutrals of  fall. 
Utilize neons and patterns. A 
cute and easy way to do this is 
by picking a statement piece, 
whether its a fun and color-
ful jacket or a bright pair of  
jeans. 

The rest of  the outfit can 
stay simple, surrounding the 
statement piece with neutrals 
and fun jewelry. Or, if  you are 
feeling a little bit bolder, pick 
bright colors that comple-
ment each other, such as lav-
ender and lime green or pink 
and orange. Fashion forecast: 
Pink and orange is the color 
combo of  Summer 2022. 

Bags 
There is lots of  variety in 

bag looks this season. 
With bags, you want to 

mix and match with ex-
tremes. Consider a tiny bag 
in a bright color: less useful 
but certainly stylish. Look-
ing for more function? Try 

a tote bag! Totes are perhaps 
the most versatile accesso-
ry, with their infinite design 
possibilities and simple but 
substantial carrying capacity. 
I’d recommend sticking to a 
neutral color tote; it’s classic 
and would give you the op-
portunity to play around with 
colors and patterns elsewhere 
in your outfit. 

Jackets 
Dust off  your old 2011 

North Face puffer — big, 

puffy jackets have been back in 
a big way this year. While sol-
id colors like black and white 
are the classic choice, don’t be 
afraid to branch out and make 
your puffer a statement piece. 

Bold, primary colors can 
transform your outfit from 
mundane to sensational. Look 
no farther than Kanye West’s 
Yeezy x Gap puffer for evi-
dence of  how special a puffer 
can be when used well. 

Euphoria 
The HBO Max series Eu-

phoria has had an unexpected 
influence on fashion in many 
aspects. Not only the clothes 
the actors wear, but also the 
hair and makeup choices, 
have determined the trends 
of  2022 so far. Deep glittery 
hues of  cobalt, neon pink and 
magenta are the main charac-
ters of  Spring 2022. 

We’re seeing shimmer on 
everything: tops, hair and 
makeup. Do yourself  a favor, 
and order the spray-on glitter 
now. Throw in one big bubble 
braid and some blue eyeliner, 
and you’re basically Maddy 
Perez. 

 
Era Inspo

As each fashion season has 
its prominent era of  inspira-
tion, this spring season is no 
different. While the ‘70s, with 
their denim flared bottoms 
and muted warm tones, have 
been on the up and up the past 
couple of  seasons, we predict 
that Spring 2022 will be the 
climax of  its resurgence. This 
doesn’t neccessarily mean it’s 
on the out, but it’s reached 
its metaphorical high point, 
so now’s the time to get your 
groove on. 

One era that has been on 
the steady rise for some time 
now is the early 2000s. This 
Y2K aesthetic has previously 
highlighted the grunge and 

punk movements that came 
with the late ‘90s and early 
2000s, but recent trends have 
spotlighted the funkiness that 
made this era so special. 

With its pigtails, velour, 
low-waisted jeans and a spe-
cial emphasis on reviving the 
colorful plastic aesthetic, the 
aughts’ bright rainbow camp 
is perfect for the spring.

Yee-hawt
Perhaps inspired by artists 

like Orville Peck and Kacey 
Musgraves, or maybe a new 
take on the “grandpa” aesthet-
ic, a newfound love for south-
ern style has reared its head. 
Trucker hats, big belt buckles 
and cowboy or pointed-toe 
boots are staple pieces for this 
vibe. 

These pieces added to a 
more traditional ensemble can 
give any outfit a bit of  twang. 
Denim, crocodile skin and 
suede are all materials that 
can be used to elevate your 
cowboy vibe. 

If  you really want to nail 
the Musgraves look, throw on 

a pink cowgirl hat and a touch 
of  glitter. This neon cowgirl 
look has us thinking it takes 
a lot of  money to look this 
cheap, per our queen Dolly 
Parton. 

Jewelry Hot Tips
Statement earrings are a 

bold way to accessorize, al-
though there can always be 
too much of  a good thing. 
If  you are planning on a big 
statement earring, or if  you’re 
a fan of  the “multiple pierc-
ing” look, try to keep the rest 
of  your jewelry choices sim-
ple. This doesn’t necessarily 
mean “one necklace, one ring” 
– you also have the option 
of  choosing a set of  layered, 
slimmer chains or smaller 
bands for rings. 

This suggestion goes for 
whatever jewelry piece you 
choose. Whether it be rings 
on each finger, a layered ban-
gle look or eccentric pearl or 
beaded necklaces, just try to 
keep the rest of  your accesso-
ries simple so as not to overdo 
your outfit.
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Aries: Don’t post thirst traps 
on your Instagram story. Your 
grandmother follows you and 

she sees every. Single. One.

Taurus: We won’t see another 
day like 2/22/22 until Feb. 22, 
2222. That’s also coincidentally 
the same day your great-great-
grandaughter will find a picture 
of you and say, “Damn. This one 

goofy-lookin’ MF.”

Gemini: Hit up Cancun 
Mexican Bar and Grill this 
weekend. It’s conveniently 

located right next to the Urgent 
Care just in case you and the 

girlies have one too many of those 
jumbo margaritas. 

Leo:  Get all your groceries at 
the Kroger on Montgomery. 
They have a fantastic “Buy 

None, Get All Free” deal where 
you can just exit the store 

without paying, and no one will 
notice or care. 

Virgo: Now that the mask 
mandate is lifted, you may 

discover your crush isn’t as cute 
as you thought they were. Tell 

them to grow a beard.

Libra: Do more to leave a lasting 
legacy here at Xavier. If you’re 
not on one of  those “READ” 
posters in the library by the 

time you graduate, what was the 
point?

Scorpio: Take magic mushrooms 
then go to a men’s basketball 
game. You will see the face of  
God in the arc of Jack Nunge’s 

3-pointer. 

Sagittarius: Contrary to pop-
ular belief, you should count 
your chickens before they’ve 

hatched. Once they hatch, 
those little buggers start 

running around, and it turns 
into a whole production — 

much easier just to count eggs. 

Capricorn: Capricorn guys are 
statistically the least popular 
among girls who believe in 

astrology. Looks like you dodged 
a bullet, boys. Way to go!

Aquarius: The rest of  your 
semester is going to be a blast; 
your best one yet! That is, of  
course, until The Incident. 

Pisces: Pisces season is officially 
here! You know what that means: 

nothing. This will be another 
month of mundane routine, just 
as every month will be until one 

day you die. 

Cancer: Never trust a guy with 
a man bun. They often hide 

knives or small guns in there. 

In celebration of “Two’s Day,” I 
would like everyone to embark 
with me on a journey ranking 
my top three dynamic two-o’s. 

Second place
McDonalds and Trans Fats
We have to give it to them; McDonald’s makes McNuggets 
out of goo like no other. If their chalky, undercooked 
burgers don’t have you begging for mercy, the copious 
amounts of trans fats surely will. �is is one of my favorite 
duos, just beating out Grimace and the Hamburglar. �ough 
not publically known as a duo, behind the scenes the two are 
a lovely couple.
Second place
Gay men and Britney Spears
In a utopian homonormative society, Queen Britney rises 
from her throne, wearing only but a red latex jumpsuit with 
an anaconda wrapped around her neck. Gay folks of all 
shapes and sizes stop what they’re doing to praise her majes-
ty. She lets out a powerful “SLAYYYY,” to which the masses 
respond in a unanimous, earth-shattering “WERRRRK,” 
forever cementing a devotion not seen since the �rst coming 
of Jesus Christ our lord and savior.
Second place
Me and Your Mom
�e warm, sensual loving embrace from such a sexy, caring 
person paired with none other than myself. A joke older 
than the asbestos running through Brockman Hall, yet so 
powerful. Keep an eye out MILFs (Mothers I’d Like to @#%$ 
Friend). I can’t wait to meet you!

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY

The Horoscopes

TOP TWOS

�e Elephant’s Foot 
(Chernobyl Reactor Core No. 4)

Dear Applicant,

I am writing to inform you that we at the Brueggeman Fellowship have 
unfortunately rejected your proposal to study at the Elephant’s Foot in 
Chernobyl. While we agree that making a �lm about the sex lives of the 
radioactive wild dogs found in the Chernobyl containment zone would be 
a truly excellent representation of the DIFT program, we are worried about 
the current Russian invasion into Ukraine. As thrilling as your proposed 
research sounds, we cannot in good conscience risk your safety by allowing 
you to stay in such close proximity to a potential Russian invasion. �erefore, 
we must unfortunately reject your application.

�e Moon

Dear Applicant,

I am writing to let you know that the Brueggeman Fellowship has rejected 
your request to study on the moon. We here at the application board love 
Elon Musk as much as anyone else (go Space Daddy!) and agree that con-
ducting a psychological study on how he could be so smart, cool and awe-
some is an excellent use of university resources. However, we are concerned 
about your insistence that this psychological study take place on the moon, 
given the enormous cost of… going to the moon. Yes, SpaceX is going to the 
moon, but it will be years before the trip occurs. Would it not be possible for 
this study to occur at SpaceX’s Texas research facility? Regardless, our “go to 
space” funds have been diverted to minting the Blue Blob as an NFT.

Bowling Green, Ohio

Dear Applicant,

We have fortunately rejected your application to study the “challenge of 
peace” in Bowling Green, Ohio. Our reasons are twofold: First, this Fellow-
ship encourages students to get out of their comfort zone and explore the 
world. Fellows are meant to visit challenging, exciting and sometimes even 
dangerous locations. Bowling Green is none of that. Bowling Green is boring. 
Bowling Green sucks. Also, our �les show that you were born and have lived 
your entire life in Bowling Green.

Second, what is the “challenge of peace” in Bowling Green? As we men-
tioned, Bowling Green is mundane; there is no con�ict to necessitate peace. 
Additionally, you are not a peace and justice major. You are a business unde-
cided major. Why you would choose peace ba�es me almost as much as your 
decision to go to Bowling Green. If we could reject your application more 
times, we would. Shame on you, you scum.

BRUEGGEMAN 
FELLOWSHIP 
PROJECTS
BY CHARLIE GSTALDER

The feral dogs of Chernobyl. The radiation transformed 
them into mutant beasts.

Queen Britney gives her death stare as she announces 
the death penalty for all straights.


