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XU program ranks in international competition for excellence in screenwriting
DIFT student earns national award

It was just another day in 
the Digital Innovation, Film 
and Television (DIFT) studio 
for junior Maddie Agresta, 
but with a call from her advi-
sor, that was about to change. 

Agresta was the latest of  
a long line of  students in the 
DIFT department to have 
their work recognized by the 
Broadcast Education Associa-
tion (BEA).

“I thought that she was call-
ing to talk to me about senior 
films next year... I answered 
it, and she was like, ‘You’re a 
finalist,” Agresta recalled.

“I was like, ‘Oh my gosh!’ I 
just totally was not expecting 
it at all,” she added.

Agresta’s script, “Live a 
Little Lucy,” was given an 
Award of  Excellence in the 
Short Narrative Film/Half-
Hour Television category of  
the Scriptwriting Competi-
tion. 

Agresta said she ultimately 
wanted to pick a topic for her 
script that was relatable for 
the audience. 

“Our protagonist is a mid-

dle school girl... It’s kind of  
just about how that age can 
be like the dynamic of  charm 
to fit in. In the end, she gets 
some unsolicited advice from 
some older girls that have 
already been through it,” 
Agresta said.

As it stands, “Live a Little 
Lucy” is still a script, but next 
year, Agresta will be using it 
to make her senior film.

“It was great to watch Mad-
die’s film take shape in screen-
writing and will be equally as 
fun to watch it translate to the 
screen as her senior film. It’s 
easy to have an idea, but to 
take that idea, get it on paper 
and then go through all the 
steps to take it to the screen 
is a complex process,” Direc-
tor of  the DIFT program Blis 
DeValt said.

Agresta thanked both her 
advisor DeVault and her 
classmates for being inspira-
tions to her film during the 
screenwriting process.

“My advisor Blis, she is the 
one that taught the screen-
writing class. There’s a lot of  
exercises, a lot of  practice, a 
lot of  stuff  that goes into it,” 
Agresta said.

“It was very nerve-wrack-

ing because, when we wrote 
our scripts, we had to get up 
in front of  the class and read 
the script to the class. I was 
like, ‘I want this to be good be-
cause everyone will hear this.’ 
My classmates were kind of  
a driving force, even if  they 
didn’t know it,” she added.

For Agresta, it was a jour-
ney to end up in the DIFT 
program in the first place.

“I didn’t really know what 
I wanted to do going into col-
lege. I knew I was more geared 
towards communication, may-
be even the English creative 
side of  things. So I toured 
Xavier being Communication 
Undecided… and DIFT really 
just kind of  struck my inter-
est,” she said. 

Overall, Xavier’s DIFT 
program would be ranked 
14th in Screenwriting and 
69th overall by the BEA. 

The rankings are based 
on an accumulation of  total 
points in each of  the seven 
categories over a five-year pe-
riod. These categories include 

film and video, documentary, 
screenwriting and news.

Several other students have 
contributed to these rankings, 
most recently in 2019 when 
Emma Barry, Emily Coller 
and Kyle Howell won first 
place overall in the Mobisode/
Webisode Category for their 
script “Split Second.” 

“The Communication De-
partment is thrilled that the 
DIFT program is ranked 
nationally. We have always 
known that the program, its 
faculty and students are out-
standing and we’re proud and 
excited for them to receive 
such well-deserved recog-
nition,” Dr. Wendy Maxian, 
chair of  the Communication 
Department, said.

Agresta believes that 
DIFT’s high rankings show 
the program’s ability to com-
pete with larger and more 
prestigious programs across 
the world.

“I think it speaks highly, 
especially because we’re such 
a small program. I mean, peo-

ple don’t think of  Xavier as 
like a film school… It kind 
of  goes to show that we can 
still compete with film schools 
and schools that have very 
large programs. I think Blis 
fights really hard to keep us 
relevant, keep us up to date 
and to let people know, ‘Hey, 
we’re here. We’re doing good 
things,” Agresta said.

DeVault noted that DIFT 
being recognized comes down 
to both the great work of  the 
students and the instruction 
of  the faculty. 

“We are doing what we 
should be doing. Our pro-
gram is strong in writing and 
production. Our students tell 
the important stories of  our 
times –– meaningful stories 
that align with the mission of  
the university,” DeVault said.

“We have fantastic, creative 
and hardworking students 
and, at the end of  this aca-
demic journey, they are get-
ting good jobs, too,” she con-
cluded.

BY HUNTER ELLIS
Outgoing Multimedia Man-
aging Editor

Newswire photo by Mo Juenger
Xavier’s DIFT program was recognized as 14th place ranking in screenwriting and 
69th place ranking overall  by the Broadcast Education Association two weeks ago.

“Live A Little Lucy,” a script written by junior 
Maddie Agresta, received an Award of Excellence. 

Photos courtesy of linkedin.com



Arts administration program focused on business is slated to release in the fall
Art department announces minor

Starting next fall, Xavier 
will offer a new minor, the 
Xavier Arts Administration 
Program (XAAP), housed in 
the College of  Arts and Sci-
ences under the Department 
of  Art.

Created by Dr. Jason C. 
White, a professor in the 
Department of  Art, with 
the guidance of  the Dean of  
College of  Arts and Sciences 
David Mengel and Chair of  
the Art Department Suzanne 
Chouteau, the minor targets 
curricula focusing on arts 
management.

White defined arts admin-
istration as “historically, an 
occupational field responsible 
for the leadership, manage-
ment and sustainability of  
not-for-profit arts and cultur-
al organizations.”

The minor will consist of  
five three-credit hour classes, 
totaling fifteen credit hours 
to complete; no prerequisite 
courses will be required.

“The mission of  the pro-
gram is to teach students how 

to carry out administrative 
responsibilities in diverse arts 
organizations,” White said.

White illustrated the rea-
soning behind an arts admin-
istration minor, explaining 
that many job opportunities 
are opening up in a genera-
tional transition from those 
who are retiring to the new 
workforce. White also de-
scribed that faculty in the De-
partment of  Art recognized 
the need for art students to 
learn both the business of  art 
and not-for-profit arts man-
agement. 

Students with an XAAP 
minor will learn skills in: 
not-for-profit arts leadership; 
artistic programming; oral 
communication; diversity, 
equity, inclusion and accessi-
bility (DEIA) concepts; not-
for-profit financial planning; 
not-for-profit fundraising and 
grant writing; arts marketing 
and digital ticketing systems.

The program will prepare 
students for professional op-
portunities at art museums, 
galleries, theater companies, 
performing arts halls, pre-
senting arts companies, com-

munity arts centers, state 
arts associations and public 
arts-granting foundations.

Students will also have the 
opportunity to work hands-
on with not-for-profit orga-
nizations in Cincinnati. The 
class ARTS 130: Introduction 
to Arts Administration will 
work with various arts venues 
including: Kennedy Heights 
Arts Center, The Cincinnati 
Ballet, The Cincinnati Sym-
phony Orchestra, The Cincin-
nati Art Museum, Elementz 
Hip Hop Cultural Arts Cen-
ter and the Ensemble Theater 
Company of  Cincinnati.

When taking ARTS 230: 
“Financial Planning in the 

Arts,” students will be pre-
pared for full-time entry level 
jobs after graduation in the 
arts field. White describes 
the class as teaching students 
“how to make money through 
diverse creative activities to 
support their own artistic 
creation, as well as how to 
achieve financial goals in not-
for-profit arts organizations.”

ARTS 130 and ARTS 230 
have extra benefits as they ful-
fill the Diversity Flag and the 
Quantitative Reasoning Flag, 
respectively. Other classes 
for the XAAP minor include 
ARTS 330: “Arts Marketing 
& Ticketing” and ARTS 331: 
“Fundraising for Arts Orga-

nizations.” The fifth required 
class is COMM 101, which 
focuses on oral communica-
tion and speech writing. The 
two departments have collab-
orated to make the minor as 
successful and beneficial as 
possible. 

The XAAP minor caters 
mostly to students who ma-
jor in art, Digital Innovation, 
Film and Television (DIFT), 
theater and music so that they 
can graduate with arts admin-
istration knowledge and skills. 

The minor will also serve 
business majors, providing 
them with an opportunity 
to learn about not-for-prof-
it management in global arts 
and cultural industries. How-
ever, this program is open to 
any and all who are interested.

White will also serve as 
the inaugural director of  the 
XAAP minor and will teach 
four of  the five courses of-
fered under the minor. 

Information about the 
Xavier Arts Administration 
Program minor can be found 
on the Xavier University web-
site or by contacting White at 
whitej48@xavier.edu. 

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

BY MATTIE CIEPLAK

Xavier’s Department of Art announced a new minor to be housed in the 
College of Arts and Sciences. The minor is set to begin next fall.

Student leader bursts “bubble” on XU’s campus

We often hear about the 
“Xavier Bubble,” yet most stu-
dents don’t think much about 
it. But senior economics and 
Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public (PPP) double major 
Tom Grandon has decided to 
try and change that. 

Grandon was chosen to 
partake in the Arrupe Lead-
ers program, which selects 
certain outstanding graduat-
ing seniors each year. The fall 
semester is spent on discern-
ment and reflection, while the 
spring semester is spent cre-
ating and launching a senior 
legacy, or capstone, project.

The program, named in 
honor of  Fr. Pedro Arrupe, 
seeks to “help students under-
stand the idea of  vocation; the 
combination of  values/inter-
ests, skills and world need.”

“What you are in love with, 
what seizes your imagination, 
will affect everything. It will 
decide what will get you out 
of  bed in the morning, what 
you do with your evenings, 
how you spend your week-
ends,”  Fr. Arrupe, a Spanish 
Jesuit, said.

“Too many students spend 
their four years here at Xavier 
without ever getting off  cam-
pus and getting to know our 
neighboring communities,” 
Grandon said.

Grandon’s project, titled 
“Pop The Bubble, XU,” is 
intended to showcase local 
businesses, restaurants and 
other shops. The project’s Ins-
tagram account, @popthebub-

blexu, was launched at the end 
of  March. The account has 
showcased three local shops: 
Cafe Mochiko, Brown Bear 
Bakery and The Comet. 

Senior Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public (PPP) 
major Clare Burke Ravizza 
submitted The Comet, a bar 
and restaurant in Northside. 
Ravizza said.

“The Comet is a great place 
to discover local music art-
ists and plug into Northside, 
which is my favorite neigh-
borhood in Cincy. It’s a super 
low-key place to catch up with 
friends, and they have the best 
burritos,” Ravizza said.

“A lot of  students’ im-
age of  Cincinnati after these 
four years might just be The 
Banks, Over the Rhine (OTR) 
or Mount Adams. This is 
encouraging them to get to 
know the city a little more 
than just a Saturday night in 
Mount Adams or a Sunday 
afternoon in OTR,” Grandon 
added. 

This isn’t the first time 
Grandon has focused on en-
gaging new communities and 
seeking to “pop the bubble.” 
Grandon is a Community En-
gaged Fellow, participating in 
a program run through the 
Eigel Center for Community 
Engaged Learning. 

When reflecting on what 
made his four years at Xavi-
er so special, Grandon said: 
“Community engagement was 
at the cornerstone.” 

Any student interested in 
learning more about the proj-
ect, can follow along on Insta-
gram, @popthebubblexu.

BY ETHAN NICHOLS 

HUSMAN STAGE HAILSTONES STAGE

4:20PM Wildermiss 
                   Indie Rock

5:20PM Zaia 
                            Hip Hop

6:20PM Stay Outside 
                             Indie Rock

7:20PM OBB 
                             Pop

8:20PM Vacation Manor 
                             Alternative

9:20PM The Technicolors
                             Rock

4:00PM Abby Holliday 
                             Indie Pop

5:00PM Chandler Carter & 
                   Matt Waters 
                            Acoustic Duo

6:00PM DJ Soundhouse 
                             Electronic Dance

7:00PM Oompa
                             Hip Hop

8:00PM Conor Clemmons
                             Country

9:00PM DOMO
                             Pop

2022

Xavier Yard Friday, April 29 4-10PMFree Music & Food Truck Festival

Scan for more info
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An Illinois man has been hospitalized after shooting own weiner.

Weenie without a weiner, cat marriage

The Transportation Security Administration will no longer enforce the Biden administration’s federal mask 
mandate for travel. Several major airlines, including Delta, Southwest and United, no longer require masks.

Grand Rapids police shoot Lyoya 
BY MORGAN MILES
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Travel mask mandate struck down
Masks no longer required for travel on most airlines, Metro following ruling

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER
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Life is frickin’ hard, man. 
It seems silly to say it so 

plainly; we all know how 
rough it is out here. It’s not 
just the pandemic, horrible 
inequality and all the other 
external factors constantly 
weighing down on us. It’s also 
about our internal struggles. 

I can’t be the only one 
who’s noticed that every sin-
gle person at Xavier has been 
going through it (a slang term 
meaning horribly depressed) 
these past few months. 

For us graduating seniors, 
things have only been made 
worse by the impending doom 
that is “real life.” It’s like a 
rolling boulder ready to crush 
us the moment we stop run-
ning, and every second it’s 
picking up speed. 

College life is already in-
sanely stressful, and now 
we’re about to face all the 
same shit with the added anx-
iety of  having to decide the 
direction of  our adult lives. I 
don’t know if  I’ll be able to 
Indiana Jones my way out of  
this one.

I write this filled with ex-
istential dread, as this will be 
my final Newswire piece. In 

many ways, Newswire is like a 
cult, but it’s the best damn cult 
you’ll ever join. It’s given me 
community, money and a sil-
ly page where I can write the 
dumbest malarky I can think 
of  every week. And Hanycz 
actually 
reads it! 

T h e 
idea of  
leaving it 
all behind fills me with an im-
mense sadness that I can’t put 
into words. But this immense 
sadness affects all of  us. Life 
is inherently a drag, and it’s 
up to us to make this strange 
existence on a floating rock in 
space even somewhat enjoy-
able. 

And this, dear reader, is 
where I arrive at my thesis. 
The most important thing, 
the only thing that always has 
and always will consistently 
make the human experience 
enjoyable is art. 

I know that sounds like 
some pompous art student 
bullshit, but let me specify 
that, when I say “art,” I am not 
referring just to some high-
class painting you’d see in a 
museum. Doodling in your 

notebook is art. A goofy sit-
com is art. Mixing cranberry 
juice and Malibu and calling 
it a cocktail is art. Art is sim-
ply human creativity in action, 
and it is the most beautiful and 
important thing that exists in 

our real-
ity. 

F o r 
starters, 
art is just 

plain fun. It’s fun to create, ex-
perience and analyze. But what 
makes art important is its abil-
ity to use that fun to commu-
nicate what we believe to be 
t r u e . 
T h i s 
doesn’t 
just re-
fer to 
things 
l i k e 
b o o k s 
w i t h 
deep themes running through 
every page (though those are 
great too). 

I created a sketch comedy 
show for Newswire called The 
Blobcast. It may just be stupid 
comedy, but it’s also an ex-
pression of  my belief  that life 
can and should be fun. Some-

times making life not painful, 
boring and sad is hard work, 
but I believe it’s our respon-
sibility to make our collective 
existence as enjoyable as pos-
sible. This is what I aimed to 
accomplish with The Blobcast; 
I wanted it not just to be a 
loose collection of  goofy non-
sense, but also a testament to 
the uniquely human ability to 
make our reality not suck. 

I had the same mindset 
when I created The Back Page. 
It’s not just about ridiculous 
horoscopes; it’s about showing 
the Xavier community that 

there is 
a lw ay s 
r o o m 
for fun. 
T h a t ’ s 
not to 
dispar-
age the 
rest of  

the paper. The entire News-
wire is a piece of  art. Every 
piece is an expression of  the 
writer’s creativity, and each 
issue is a testament to the 
staff ’s passion for the Xavier 
community. 

I am utterly heartbroken to 
leave this community. Being 

forced to move on is one of  
the many reasons life blows. 
But it doesn’t need to blow all 
the time. Life can and should 
be fun, and my Xavier experi-
ence has left me with the tools 
to make the world a more fun 
place through art. 

I implore each and every 
one of  you to create whatever 
you want as much as you can. 
The light of  human creativi-
ty is our only defense against 
this dark, dark world we live 
in. So keep creating. I love you 
all. 

Art is the most important thing

Aidan Callahan is the 
outgoing Back Page 
Editor for Newswire. 
He is a senior English 
major from Wilton, 

-
out him. 

Monopoly. It’s a game of  
strategy, chance, luck and 
wit. If  you haven’t played 
it, I implore you to grab a 
group of  three or so strang-
ers and a board and explore 
the upside down and cruel 
world of  capitalism.  

Xavier has brought me 
many things but above all, 
it has brought me an appre-
ciation of  Monopoly. In my 
first week at Xavier, I was 
hopelessly dragged to my 
first Xavier event: Board 
Game Night with the OSI. I 
reluctantly walked into Ar-
rupe Overlook, upset that 
I was present and nervous 
about the social expectations 
that faced me for the next 
hour.  

I liked board games, but 
I had never played with 
strangers. There was a rea-
son for this, as I knew that if  

I showed the grotesque and 
horrid face of  my compet-
itiveness that board games 
unearthed, my new peers 
would certainly turn and 
run the other way.  

As I sat at the table adja-
cent to my suitemate of  four 
days (the only semblance of  
a friend I had at that point), 
I could feel my palms sweat-
ing. This only got more se-
vere when I saw the game 
that lay on the table in front 
of  us: Monopoly.  

Monopoly was the bane 
of  my existence. I had lost 
many a friend to Monopoly, 
as I let my need for strategic 
superiority far supersede my 
love for those closest to me. 
I wish this was an exagger-
ation, but there was some-
thing so satisfying about 
watching my loved ones 
crumble to my capitalist re-

gime. Humbly, I was the best 
Monopoly player I had ever 
met. That was until I met 
Alex.  

Never did I think that the 
stranger that approached 
my desolate Monopoly table 
would turn out to be my best 
friend and greatest competi-
tor. A man that would push 
me to be my best and en-
courage me at every turn of  
the board, but also at the end 
of  the day play a game that 
did not let me off  easy.  

This encouragement 
did not stop at Monopoly. 
In fact, it lasted four years 
through heartbreak, disap-
pointment, triumph and cel-
ebration. This corrupt capi-
talist game not only brought 
me my greatest supporter 
but also lessons that have 
brought about a fruitful ac-
ademic career and a plethora 

of  passions at Xavier.  
My time at Xavier has 

shown me that it’s OK to 
lose out on a property or 
two at the beginning of  the 
game, because by the end of  
it, there’s a chance you could 
be in the lead. It has taught 
me that it’s important to 
make allies early on, because 
they will be crucial to your 
survival.  

Playing Monopoly with 
strangers is scary, and the 
Kate of  four years ago would 
not have been so quick to ad-
vise you to recklessly seek 
out your Monopoly partners. 
However, as this sentimental 
senior reflects on her jour-
neys, she understands that it 
is not only important to take 
risks, but to also appreciate 
the scary and intimidating 
parts of  life. I was terrified 
at the mere idea of  new peo-

ple seeing a raw and real side 
of  me, but I realize now that 
that is the best way to meet 
people who will stick around 
for more than just a season.  

Now that my game is 
coming to an end, I can only 
hope that the next round of  
Monopoly I play will be just 
as great of  an experience as 
this one.

Kate Ferrell is the 
outgoing Arts & En-
tertainment Editor 
for Newswire She is 
a senior marketing 
major from Frank-
lin, Tenn. and kept 

could. 

In many ways, Newswire is like a 
cult, but it’s the best damn cult 
you’ll ever join. 

Monopoly: More than a game 

Doodling in your notebook is art. 
A goofy sitcom is art. Mixing 
cranberry juice and malibu and 
calling it a cocktail is art. Art is 
simply human creativity in ac-
tion, and it is the most beautiful 
and important thing that exists
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Desmond Fischer’s senior gallery

My college experience 
has felt like a cycle of  failure. 
My boat has definitely been 
flipped over more than once. 
I’m pretty sure I hit my head 
on the rocks at the bottom 
of  the stream too, but I can’t 
quite remember.  

One of  my most forma-
tive experiences as a high 
schooler was the second day 
of  track practice my first 
year. I remember being sore 
and tired from the day before 
and showing up to practice, 
despite the voice in my head 
telling me to take the day off.  

“Day two will always be 
the hardest day,” my coach 
said. “Congratulations on 
showing up!” 

He was right: A lot of  
people show up on day one. 
I remember the gymnasium 
bleachers being absolutely 
packed with other first-years 
who decided they wanted to 
join the track team. Day two 
was a different story.  

At least for me, every day 

of  college after the start of  
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
felt like day two of  track 
practice: struggle to just 
show up. It really felt like 
all the upward momentum I 
accumulated during my first 
two years came to a screech-
ing halt. 

I started to disassociate in 
most of  my classes. The joy 
and motivation for writing 
philosophy papers and learn-
ing about economics was 
suddenly taken away from 
me. I knew it was serious 
when two faculty members 
filed concern reports for me 
and a care management co-
ordinator reached out.   

The thing that kept me 
going most of  the time was 
working for Newswire. As 
cheesy as it may sound, I 
never wanted to let down my 
teammates sitting beside me 
in the office. I wanted to be 
there to see each staff  writer 
give their best. There were 
definitely weeks where I 

could only find the strength 
to get my Newswire obliga-
tions completed as academ-
ics became an afterthought.   

It was ultimately through 
the Newswire that I learned 
to find 
the cour-
age to 
flip my 
boat back 
over ev-
ery time 
I cap-
sized. Seeing the tenacious 
underclassmen get after it 
and tackle each story with 
the energy I felt I lost was 
truly inspiring. Turning my 
chair around in the office 
reminded me of  all of  my 
fellow editors who make the 
impossible happen week in 
and week out.  

In university, we often talk 
about how we can be there 
for others who are strug-
gling with mental health is-
sues. I strongly believe that 
the most important part of  

being there for the people 
in your life is just to remind 
them how much they mean 
to you. I’ve lost track of  
the number of  times where 
a small comment reminded 

me that 
I had the 
strength 
to get up 
for day 
two. 

P e r -
sonally, I 

believe that the worst thing 
you can say to someone who 
is struggling is that “it’s go-
ing to be OK.” The reason is 
simple: It is not going to be 
OK. 

Life is always going to be 
hard. Instead, I have tried to 
make a habit of  reminding 
the people in my life that I 
know (emphasis on the know) 
that they are strong enough 
to deal with whatever life is 
going to throw at them. 

As I look back on my ex-
perience at Newswire, I can-

not call it a failure despite all 
the mistakes I’ve made. How 
could I when I had so many 
people who refused to let me 
fail? 

At the end of  the day, all 
we have is each other, and 
I could not have asked for 
a better group of  people to 
work with through this jour-
ney.  

God bless,  

Joseph Cotton is the 
outgoing Education 
and Enrichment Co-
ordinator for News-
wire. He is a senior 
Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public and 
economics double 
major from Dearborn, 
Mich. Listen to some 
jazz in your new free-
time, bud. 

Row your boat aggressively down that stream

Our wonderful pho-
tography editor 
Desmond Fischer is 
graduating at the end 
of the year. In place 
of a senior opinion 
piece, Desmond has 
compiled a gallery of 
photos from his time 
at Xavier. Below are 
some of Desmond’s 
photos.

As I look back on my experience 
at Newswire, I cannot call it a 
failure despite all the mistakes 
I’ve made. How could I when I 
had so many people who refused 
to let me fail?
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Women’s golf takes home another Big East title 

was soul-crushing. But then, 
I looked around, saw two of  
my best friends in the world 
standing next to me and re-
alized that’s what college is 
all about. Not to devalue the 
education I got from Xavier, 
but I’ve learned college is re-
ally all about making lifelong 
friends (and getting better at 
Jeopardy!). 

Obviously, it would’ve been 
nice to see a Xavier NCAA 
Tournament game, but I 

don’t think I would trade that 
for any of  the memories I’ve 
made with my friends the last 
four years. 

From Buffalo chicken dip 
being the sole reason the 
Steelers started 11-0 in 2020, 
to the early morning (and late 
night) trips to Lawrenceburg 
and “The Rock,” to watching 
the Dave finale over and over 
again and too many more to 
count, the memories with the 
boys are what I’ll take away 

most from my experience at 
Xavier. 

People have asked me a few 
times if  I’d trade the NIT run 
for an NCAA Tournament 
appearance that resulted in a 
first round loss. If  you asked 
me that question four years 
ago, it would’ve been a re-
sounding yes. Looking back 
on it now though, I got to 
experience five more games 
with my best friends and go 
out on a high note. That’s an 

Joe Clark re�ects on his Xavier career

experience I’ll remember for 
the rest of  my life. 

Thanks to Xavier I got a 
great education, saw a lot of  
great sporting events and 
lived in an awesome city. Go-
ing to school 13 hours away 
from home and my high 
school friends and family was 
daunting, and truthfully I 
wasn’t sure how I was going 
to adjust. But thanks to my 
friends, I found a new family 
here at Xavier.  

In a three-day Tournamnet competition held at Callaway Mountain View Golf Course in Georgia, the Musketeers dominated 

Everyone has different rea-
sons for choosing a college. 
Some may be better than oth-
ers, but I had one main factor 
on my mind when deciding 
where to go to school: college 
basketball. I wanted to go to 
a school that had a high-lev-
el basketball atmosphere and 
could at least compete for a 
spot in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. 

Of  all the schools I was 
looking at, Xavier by far had 
the best basketball tradition. 
They had a history of  recent 
success, coming off  an Elite 
Eight appearance and a No. 
1 seed in the NCAA Tour-
nament before my first year. 
Despite being the furthest 
school from home, I made a 
decision that the atmosphere 
and basketball were worth it.

Well, here I sit four years 
later, and I saw Xavier play in 
a grand total of  zero NCAA 
Tournament games Xavier  
during my time as a Muske-
teer. The NIT Championship 
win was fun to watch, though. 

Nevertheless, this isn’t 
entirely about basketball, be-
cause what I’ve learned is that 
it really doesn’t matter. What 
does matter is the people we 
meet along the way. Walking 
out of  the Big East Tourna-
ment loss against Butler this 
year, knowing Xavier’s NCAA 
Tournament hopes were over 

Sporting events, education and lifelong friends de�ne Joe’s Xavier experience
BY JOE CLARK
Outgoing Sports Editor

stroke lead heading into the 
final day over the George-
town Hoyas. 

The third and final day 
of  the Big East tournament 
showcased Kiefer’s and Mc-
Myler’s best golf, as they 
had impressive rounds of  69 
(-3) each. Carter and Whit-
tington each shot a 77 (+5), 
while Munnicha shot her best 

round of  the tournament so 
far with a 78 (+6). 

These performances would 
be enough, with a day three 
score of  296 (+8) and an 
overall team score of  878 
(+14). Kiefer and McMyler 
ended up tied for first place 
in the individual competition 
with Creighton’s Katherine 
Lemke, but both would fall 

short on the first playoff  hole 
where Lemke walked off  with 
a birdie. 

Xavier’s 2022 Big East 
Championship victory would 
also mark a 14-stroke vic-
tory over the next closest 
competitor, the Georgetown 
Hoyas at 892 (+28). They are 
only the second team in Big 
East History to win three in 

a row, alongside Seton Hall 
from 2014-2016. Xavier now 
earns an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Championship. For 
the first time in NCAA wom-
en’s golf  history, the NCAA 
regionals will be played at six 
different locations while the 
championships will be held in 
Scottsdale, Ari. at the Gray-
hawk Country Club.

Xavier women’s golf  won 
the Big East Championship 
last weekend at the Callaway 
Mountain View Course in 
Pine Mountain, Ga. to make 
it their third straight confer-
ence championship. The Mus-
keteers also had two players 
tie for first place to take home 
individual honors.

Senior Abby Kiefer and 
sophomore Emma McMyler 
led the Musketeers from the 
get-go as they both shot 69 
(-3). First-years Kara Carter,  
Nathaly Munnicha and soph-
omore Abby Whittington 
formed the rest of  the lineup, 
as they shot a 75 (+3), 76 (+4) 
and an 80 (+8). Xavier led by 
13 strokes after a stellar first 
day of  play with an overall 
score of  289 (+1). 

Day two for the Muske-
teers went as well as the first. 
Kiefer and McMyler copied 
scores again as they both 
posted a 73 (+1). Whitting-
ton shot another 76 (+4), 
while Carter shot under par 
with a score of  71 (-1) to 
give the Musketeers a much 
needed boost. Munnicha also 
replicated her first day score 
of  an 80 (+8). Those scores 
formed a team score of  293 
(+5) for day two and a nine-

BY JAKE GEIGER
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BY MATTIE CIEPLAK

Broadway in Cincinnati an-
nounced last Wednesday the 
2022-2023 season of  shows 
that will be performed on-
stage at the Aronoff  Center.

The lineup, which includes 
shows that have been highly 
anticipated due to pandem-
ic delays, consists of  Tina: 
The Tina Turner Musical, Je-
sus Christ Superstar, Anasta-
sia, Annie, Tootsie, Beautiful 
– The Carole King Musical, 
Hadestown and Moulin Rouge.

Tina: The Tina Turner Mu-
sical starts off  the season in 
late October and tells the sto-
ry of  Tina Turner’s life. The 
show faced mixed reviews 
on Broadway, receiving com-
ments that it often felt more 
like a concert than a musical. 
However, the show has been 
held in high regard by fans of  
Turner’s music. Tina runs at 
the Aronoff  from Oct. 25 to 
Nov. 6.

 Jesus Christ Superstar, cele-
brating its 50th Anniversary, 
takes the stage in December. 
This show is popular with 
classic rock fans and Chris-
tians alike. Set during Holy 
Week, the musical narrates  

Jesus’ last days through Ju-
das’ perspective. The tour has 
been rumored to return to its 
pre-Broadway roots as a con-
cert performance rather than 
a full-staged musical, leaving 
many curious to see a poten-
tial reimagining of  the show. 

The Aronoff  will take a 
break in winter and return in 
January with Anastasia. Based 
on the 1997 film of  the same 
name, the musical recounts 
the tale of  former Russian 
princess Anastasia Romanov. 
A show that closed on Broad-
way in 2019, the tour has be-
come very popular. Featuring 
well-known songs like the 
Academy Award-nominated 
“Journey to the Past” and be-
loved characters, the story has 
already enticed generations 
of  fans. Anastasia is expected 
to be one of  the most popular 
shows of  the season, so tick-
ets may be difficult to get.

Tootsie has faced controver-
sy throughout its run. Based 
on the 1982 movie, the show 
is reminiscent of  Mrs. Doubt-
fire in that Michael Dorsey, 
the protagonist of  the show, 
is dressing up as a woman in 
order to get a job as a work-
ing actor. During its original 
run in 2019, the musical was 

accused of  not recognizing 
the struggles and discrimina-
tion transgender people face 
finding employment based 
on their identity, especial-
ly for those working in the 
acting industry. Despite this 
criticism, Tootsie took home 
the Tony Awards for Best 
Book and Best Actor and re-
ceived rave reviews from crit-
ics. Theatre fans can catch it 
onstage at the Aronoff  from 
March 7-19, 2023 before it’s 
“Gone, Gone, Gone.”

Beautiful – The Carole 
King Musical hits the stage 
next spring from March 28 
to April 2 and is another bi-

ographical show. Like Tina, 
it features music from King’s 
catalog, with songs you may 
not even know she wrote. Al-
though King was in her prime 
during the 1970s, her story 
as a younger artist does not 
grow old. 

Even as the show faced 
criticism for its use of  jukebox 
musical tropes, like starting 
the show at a pivotal moment 
in the artist’s career and then 
going back to the beginning 
of  her story, King’s character 
has been praised for her like-
ability.

Hadestown, a folk music re-
telling of  the classic myth of  

Orpheus and Eurydice, is set 
in a Great Depression-esque 
atmosphere with worn down 
costumes and a lack of  set 
pieces, all of  which fosters a 
sense of  disparity. The tour of  
Hadestown has continued the 
success of  the original Broad-
way production. Hadestown 
took home eight awards in the 
2019 Tony season, so many 
people will be anxious to fi-
nally see the show when it ar-
rives from April 18-30, 2023.

Moulin Rouge, the fi-
nal show of  the 2022-2023 
Broadway in Cincinnati sea-
son, is running early next 
summer. Based on the 2001 
movie of  the same name, the 
show is often recognized for 
its score. Moulin Rouge, a juke-
box musical, does not focus on 
one artist but instead covers 
more than 50 pop songs that 
span decades. Moulin Rouge 
was nominated for 14 Tonys 
in 2020 and was awarded 10 
in 2021. Fresh in many peo-
ple’s minds, the touring pro-
duction is expected to achieve 
great success.

Season tickets for the 2022-
2023 Broadway in Cincinnati 
season are on sale now, with 
single ticket on-sale dates to 
be announced soon.

Arono�’s Frozen is any-
thing but a “Fixer Upper”

BY AVERY STRYCHASZ

As the lights began to 
dim and all the little Elsas 
in the audience were eagerly 
shushed by their parents, the 
barriers between the Aronoff  
Center and Arendelle began to 
blur. At once, resonant drums 
filled the air, instilling a sense 
of  magic throughout the au-
dience. Just when your mind 
began to wander, the theater 
exploded into the harmonic 
opening melodies of  “Vuelie/
Let the Sun Shine On.”

It is important to under-
stand that the musical version 
of  Frozen is not the movie. 
Yes, the general plot and ear-
worm songs remain, but over-
all, this musical evolved and 
surpassed the movie by miles. 
When indulging in this, audi-
ence members need to let go 
of  their preconceived notions 
and let the actors tell their 
stories.

For example, Young Anna 
and Young Elsa opened their 
performance with a charming 
song about how the musical’s 
comedic foil, Olaf, is a “little 
bit of  (Anna) and a little bit 
of  (Elsa).” The metaphor here 
is beautiful: The implication 
that Olaf  – someone lovable 
– is a combination of  the two 
sisters paralleled the conflict 
resolution of  the musical it-
self. This character storyline 
makes the later separation be-

tween the sisters even more 
poignant.

In a shocking twist of  
events, some of  the best per-
formances of  the night were 
given by side characters. 
Young Anna, played by Victo-
ria Hope Chan, stole the open-
ing number of  the show with 
her childish acting and kid-
based potty humor. Kristoff, 
played by Mason Reeves, stole 
our hearts in his realization 
ballad “Kristoff ’s Lullaby.” 
This gorgeous love ballad and 
Reeves’ vocals made everyone 
swoon as Kristoff  cited Anna 
as his definition of  love.

However, the standout per-
formance of  the night had to 
be Anna, played by Marina 
Kondo. Kondo’s animated act-
ing and nuanced expressions 
perfectly encapsulated the 
spirit of  the feisty yet naïve 
redheaded sister.

When talking about the 

show’s highlights, I would be 
remiss if  I didn’t talk about 
the real stars of  the show: 
sets, costumes and lights. It 
is hard to describe in words 
the breathtaking and utterly 
magical combination of  light-
ing and sets used throughout 
the show. Frankly, without the 
details of  these three depart-
ments, the musical would have 
had no ground to stand on.

One of  the best examples 
of  this triad’s mastery was 
in the iconic performance of  
“Let It Go.” The show used 
lights and fast-moving set 
pieces to help Elsa, played by 
Caroline Bowman, construct 
her ice palace. Then, in the 
final moments of  the song 
— when everyone waited 
with bated breath to see Elsa 
transform into her crystalline 
gown — Bowman races to a 
pedestal and her coronation 
gown is ripped away by invis-

Fan favorites set to return to Arono�

ible winds to reveal the show-
stopping costume.

While these departments 
made this performance spec-
tacular, Bowman’s perfor-
mance all around seemed to be 
missing a “wow factor.” Ad-
mittedly, this is a challenging 
role, and she still performed 
immaculately for her second 
show of  the evening, but she 
seemed reserved on some of  
her power ballads, most nota-
bly in “Monster” and “Let It 

Go.” 
Frozen is a must-see for 

anyone — young or old —
seeking a deviation from tra-
ditional theater into a truly 
immersive and magical escape 
from the monotony of  the ev-
eryday. This show far exceed-
ed my expectations as a fan of  
the movie, and I hope I get the 
opportunity to see it again.

Disney’s Frozen is at the 
Aronoff  Center through May 
1.

-

-

-
-

A&E SINGLES
BY SPENCER DE TENLEY
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