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Walkout for increased administrative and XUPD action attains large turnout
Students protest recent vandalism

Yesterday morning, Xavi-
er students held a walkout 
to protest the lack of  admin-
istration response to recent 
vandalism incidents on cam-
pus. 

Students and faculty began 
showing up at 10:55 a.m. for 
the 11 a.m. protest, and by 
11:06 a.m students were being 
asked to stand on the upper 
levels of  Gallagher to spread 
out the crowd. Five minutes 
later, the demonstration be-
gan. 

At the conclusion of  the 
event, students formed lines 
to sign a banner with “HEAR 
OUR VOICES” along with a 
petition calling for “justice, 
action and unity.”

The event was organized by 
sophomores Rhea Goodwyn, 
Kelaiah Smith and Eleyna 
Rudolph, who felt inspired to 
mobilize after they perceived 
repeated administrative inac-

tion regarding the vandalism 
on March 23. 

“We’re not trying to end 
racism. We’re not trying to 
end vandalism,” Rudolph said. 
“It’s going to happen, but we 
feel as if  ‘Why is it that it’s 
always at us but nothing hap-
pens to them back?’” 

The Student Government 
Association (SGA) helped 
promote the event and pro-
vided the funding for buttons. 

“I hope that the administra-
tion hears the cry from stu-
dents that our entire student 
body needs resources and sup-
port,” SGA President Annal-
ese Cahill said. 

“Even though we want to 
give the perpetrators of  van-
dalism as minimal attention as 
possible, we still want to make 
sure that we are supporting 
our students in the ways that 
they need and not placing the 
entire burden on them when 
these events happen around 
campus,” she said. 

Other students echoed sim-

ilar sentiments.
“I feel like just receiving 

an email… saying there’s 
an investigation but hearing 
nothing after that, you know, 
it doesn’t really change much 
on our campus,” junior biolo-
gy major Lee Bennett said. “I 
would like to see something 
different than all the other 
campuses… every time some-
thing happens on any major 
campus, it’s just an email and 
then no repercussions.”

During the walkout, there 
was a proposal for bi-weekly 
meetings between students, 
faculty and XUPD to address 
campus safety concerns. 

“We’ve been focused on 
this for quite some time,” 
XUPD Chief  Robert Warfel 
said. “And one of  the strug-
gles that we have been having, 
many departments across the 
US right now is… we’re down 
essentially 30% of  our per-
sonnel.” 

“So much of  my time is 
focused on hiring and reten-

tion and to bring people in 
and working within the de-
partment. Yet, we focus on 
investigations as well as these 
issues that are impacting the 
community and campus,” he 
added.

Dr. Colleen Hanycz, presi-
dent, addressed the vandalism 
that motivated yesterday’s 
demonstration. 

“I think the other part of  
this conversation, what trig-
gered this, was yet another 
visit of  our Patriot Front 
members, as we understand 
it, who deface signs and put 
up stickers,” Hanycz said. “We 
have to have a serious conver-
sation about whether or not 
we can prevent that, what that 
prevention actually would 
look like when you put cam-
eras up that will prevent them 
from coming back.”

Hanycz recognized that 
the impact of  the vandalism 
has spread beyond property 
damage to safety concerns on 
campus, reiterating that cam-

eras could help XUPD and 
administrators understand 
who is responsible for these 
incidents.

“We have to decide as a 
community the steps that we 
are going to take to not allow 
us to be fearful and threatened 
and impacted… as we do ev-
erything we can to prevent 
this in the future,” she said.

Provost Dr. Rachel Chras-
til, also in attendance, em-
phasized the need for admin-
istrators and faculty to “bear 
witness to our students and 
their concerns.”

“We are going to have a 
community that is character-
ized by a culture of  belong-
ing... because it is important 
to us and because our Jesu-
it mission calls us to that,” 
Hanycz said. 

“I am thrilled to be here and 
stand with our students (and) 
to see the large number of  our 
students, our faculty or staff  
who are standing in solidarity 
with one another,” she added. 

BY JOE CLARK
Sports Editor

Newswire photo by Hunter Ellis

Protest organizers provided students, staff and faculty with a banner and petition to sign in 
solidarity in response to the recent vandalism. The petition centers on “justice, action and unity.”

Student protestors gather at Ryan’s Landing in Gallagher Student Center.
Newswire photo by Hunter Ellis



David Inczauskis, S.J. celebrates book launch at McDonald Memorial Library
XU professor promotes publication

Professor David Inczauskis 
celebrated the culmination of  
four years of  writing and re-
search yesterday during the 
U.S. launch of  his new book, 
El cine hondureño: arte, identi-
dad y política (Honduran Cin-
ema: Art, Identity and Politics).

The launch was held at Mc-
Donald Memorial Library and 
featured an introduction by 
Spanish Professor José María 
Mantero, who specializes in  
Latin American literature and 
helped edit the book.

A professor in the Depart-
ment of  Classics and Modern 
Languages and member of  the 
Society of  Jesus, also known 
as the Jesuits, Inczauskis not-
ed that he received inspiration 
for his work over 10 years 
ago during a research trip to 
Guatemala focused on human 
rights for women and chil-
dren.

“I was introduced to the 
political situation of  Central 
America, as it was impossi-
ble for me to understand the 
struggles of  human rights of  
women and children without 
understanding the historical, 

political and economic con-
text,” Inczauskis said.

Inczauskis said it was 
through this trip that he fell 
in love with Central America, 
and he was eager to return to 
the region when another Jesu-
it invited him to spend a sum-
mer there.

During that summer, In-
czauskis worked with the Je-
suit social justice ministry 
Radio Progreso which report-
ed on protests, human rights 
violations and suffering across 
Honduras.

“I discovered that, as a 
scholar, it is very import-
ant for me to do work that is 
going to be beneficial for op-
pressed peoples,” he said.

One way Inczauskis found 
useful to better understand 
the Honduran culture was 
through their cinematogra-
phy.

“Film really has a capaci-
ty — even though sometimes 
it’s fiction — to help demon-
strate what our reality is and 
what someone else’s reality is, 
someone who we otherwise 
might not have been able to 
empathize with,” Inczauskis 
said. 

His scholarship to have a 
particular emphasis on Hon-

duran film, starting with his 
first book La Fragua: el teatro 
jesuita de Centroamérica) (The 
Forge: Jesuit Theater of  Central 
America) and his masters the-
sis focused on Honduran film.

“I presented that thesis to 
the Film Library in Hondu-
ras, and the Film Library said 
‘Keep going, this is good stuff, 
continue writing.’ So I did 
that. Now, two years later, we 
have the book,” he said.

Two films that Inczauskis 
noted had a particular influ-
ence on his study include the 
2001 film Anita, la cazadora de 
insectos (Anita, the Insect Hunt-
er), a commentary on patri-

archy and consumerism, and 
¿Quién dijo miedo? (Who Said 
Fear?), a documentary on the 
2009 Honduran coup d’etat.

Inczauskis noted that while 
he was excited for the U.S. 
launch this week, the Hon-
doran launch on March 8 was 
particularly significant for 
him.

“It was meaningful because 
I dedicated the book to the 
Honduran people. I published 
the book in Spanish and also 
published it with a Honduran 
editorial publishing house,” 
Inczauskis said.

He added that it was im-
portant for the work to be 

published in Spanish as to not 
take advantage of  the Hondu-
ran people and their history.

“A lot of  times, scholars 
from the United States can 
take advantage of  cultural 
artifacts from the third world 
and nations that have suffered 
years and years of  oppression 
and then use it for their own 
profit and scholarship in the 
United States,” he said. 

While the book is currently 
only published in Spanish, In-
czauskis noted that he hopes 
there will be an English trans-
lation in the future. 

He also hopes the Xavier 
community is able to enjoy 
and to learn from the text, 
whether that be for the de-
tailed analysis of  the films or 
for the broader social context 
it offers.

“I think that the book would 
provide Xavier students and 
faculty a window into strug-
gles of  people that they may 
not otherwise ever see or ex-
perience without being there 
in person,” he said. 

“...also if  someone wants 
to work on their Spanish,” he 
added with a laugh.

A free digital copy of  the 
book is available online at aca-
demia.edu.

Photo courtesy of David Inczauskis SJ on Facebook

BY HUNTER ELLIS
Multimedia Managing 
Editor

Professor David Inczauskis  released his new book yesterday in McDonald 
Memorial Library, coat tailing his release in Honduras last month.

Eigel Center to update Road Through Xavier guide

As faculty members across 
campus work to retool Road 
Through Xavier (RTX), lead-
ers are thinking of  ways to 
make experiential learning 
opportunities more accessible 
to students. One part of  this 
initiative is the new RTX Ad-
vising Guide. 

“(The Advising Guide) is 
based on an institutional ini-
tiative and is designed to drive 
more students towards these 
experiences,” Director of  the 
Eigel Center for Communi-
ty-Engaged Learning Sean 
Rhiney said.  “I think the real 
intention of  this document is 
to highlight these experiences 
and provide direct action for 
students who are interested in 
them.”

The document is divided 
into three different sections: 
Immersive Learning, Voca-
tional Discernment and Un-

The Eigel Center for Community-Engaged Learning is working to retool the Road Through Xavier guide.
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

dergraduate Research and 
Capstones. 

Immersive Learning refers 
to internships, study abroad 
opportunities, services learn-
ing courses and other initia-
tives which directly immerse 
students into a subject mat-
ter. The document details the 
steps a student should take in 
order to take advantage of  the 
different programs that are 
offered each year. 

According to Rhiney, one 
of  the most difficult parts 
of  directing students toward 
high-impact experiences is 
that they are a part of  many 
different departments across 
the university. This can make 
it confusing for students who 
are unsure what steps to take 
to access these programs.  

“We know as educators that 
these are transformative expe-
riences, and they complement 
the whole academic experi-
ence,” Rhiney said. “They’re 
going to prepare you, whether 

BY JOSEPH COTTON 
Education & Enrich-
ment Coordnator

your goal is grad school, a job 
or some other next step.” 

Rev. Abby King-Kaiser, di-
rector of  the Center for Faith 
and Justice, compared the 
document to a menu where 
students can access resources 
that connect them to different 
forms of  community engaged 
learning. 

“It’s more like a menu and 
not a checklist,” King-Kaiser 
said. “We want you to create 
your own experiences that 
help you get the most out of  
your Xavier experience.” 

King-Kaiser also talked 
about the need to be more in-
tentional about the ways that 
the university incorporates 
vocational discernment into 
student advising.

“Vocational discernment is 
challenging because there is 
no one (program) that we can 
plug students into,” King-Kai-
ser said. “We want to create a 
whole culture of  vocational 
discernment.” 

April 4, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

Dean of  Students Jean Griffin spoke with 
the Senate regarding student mental health 
concerns, student integrity, COVID-19 
booster shots and sexual and reproduc-
tive health.      
 
Associate Provost Dave Johnson discussed 
the Ignatian Speech Initiative drafts with 
the Senate. He encourages students to at-
tend the open forum to deliberate the Ini-
tiative’s principles and policies. This event 
takes place today in the Conaton Learning 
Commons from 4 to 5 p.m.   
  
Sen. Cheyenne Schick, along with the Aca-
demic Affairs Committee, will be creating 
a focus group to consider creating a wom-
en’s section of  the Health United Build-
ing’s gym.      
 
Sen. Ethan Nichols met with Director of  
Auxiliary Services Bill Moran regarding 
on-campus dining options. Moran said that 
increasing variety in the Caf, changing Fu-
jisan, expanding Burger 513’s menu and 
restructuring Victory Perk in Smith Hall 
are all options currently under consider-
ation. 

BY  CHLOE SALVESON 
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Newswire photo by Sophie Boulter
A Dallas man managed to rick-roll the entire city via a large QR code.

Nasty nuns, rick-roll, shroom shenanigans

his own executive powers. Political opponents and citizens alike have criticized his dissolution of parliament.

Cincinnati rent prices increase
BY ETHAN NICHOLS

The Lighter Side

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org
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Tunisian political crisis continues
Tunisia’s president dissolves parliament in latest anti-democratic maneuver

BY IVY LEWIS
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A stereotype that every 17 
to 22-year-old has felt in one 
way or another is the conven-
tion of  the “broke college stu-
dent,” which is something no 
one wants to talk about. 

College is a distinctly ex-
perimental time in every 
young adult’s life, and the 
role money plays cannot be 
ignored. Jokes about eating 
ramen every day and send-
ing the same $20 back and 
forth on Venmo are harmless 
enough, but where is the line 
between a few extra charges 
and seriously harmful finan-
cial behavior? 

Bring up the topic of  mon-
ey to any college student and 
you will be met with awkward 
laughs and whispered con-
fessions. But how and why 
has risky financial behavior 
become such a normalized 
occurrence among the most 
financially insecure demo-
graphic?

I can count on one hand the 
number of  peers with which 
I’ve had an open, honest con-
versation about my financial 
situation. As I go through my 
college career, each year be-

comes a little more stressful 
in this arena. First-year me, 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed,  
knew I had set myself  up for 
a fantastic year. I was living 
in a dorm on campus with a 
full meal plan. The bare ne-
cessities of  life were taken 
care of, and all I had to worry 
about was where to spend my 
X-cash and who I had to bribe 
to drive me to Target. 

Every weekend was a new 
opportunity for adventure, 
and the biggest financial bur-
dens I faced were learning 
how expensive nightlife and 
Ubers can be while planning 
my spring break trip to Flor-
ida. 

As the oldest child from 
a remarkably ordinary up-
per-middle class family, I had 
the privilege to push off  any 
financial troubles to my par-
ents and never give a sec-
ond thought to the luxuries 
and freedoms I was afforded. 
I worked summer jobs for 
spending money and always 
had confidence that my fi-
nances would work them-
selves out. 

But there are no safety nets 

in the real world, and at some 
point, a slow, rude awakening 
dawned on me. I was not in 
Kansas anymore.

Flash forward to junior year 
living off-campus in a house 
where rent, utilities, WiFi 
and groceries wait for no one. 
G o n e 
are the 
days of  
e a t i n g 
whatev-
er the Caf  serves me; replaced 
by flushing my money into 
groceries and takeout. 

Have I said yes to plans 
that I knew I couldn’t really 
afford? Yes, more times than 
I’d like to admit. Have I con-
templated stealing a roll of  
toilet paper or two from cam-
pus so I don’t have to pay for 
it? Also yes.

You would think that af-
ter two and a half  years of  
doing this college thing, I 
would have a better strategy 
for managing my finances, but 
I don’t. 

I will admit that the selfish 
part of  me doesn’t want to 
say no –– to miss out on what 
could be the best party of  the 

year, to keep up appearances 
and never let on that every 
swipe of  my debit card was a 
metaphorical punch to the gut 
I’d have to deal with later. 

No, I can’t afford a Star-
bucks run right now, and yes, 
I keep buying bananas even 

though 
they go 
bad be-
fore I 
can eat 

them. 
While college is advertised 

as the most amazing four 
years of  your life, the unpleas-
ant underbelly of  what makes 
the experience so amazing are 
the inevitable day-to-day costs 
of  being a college student. It 
can often feel like just leaving 
the house will result in anoth-
er deduction from my account 
balance. 

Everyone is walking 
around with a different num-
ber in their bank account, and 
many of  you reading this may 
still have the benefit of  your 
parents’ support. I choose to 
ignore my banking app for 
longer than I should, but ev-
ery time my account balance 

goes below $100, I get an all 
too familiar automated email 
the next morning –– an invis-
ible scarlet letter that bears 
down on me until I can some-
how transfer more money in. 

I implore you to be hon-
est with yourself  and others 
about the reality of  financial 
limitations. Do not ignore the 
important intricacies of  mon-
ey before it’s too late. 

Being smart about the de-
cisions you make is imperative 
to keeping your head above 
the water in an environment 
where it is all too easy to 
drown. The “broke college 
student” stereotype is all fun 
and games until it isn’t, so 
don’t let the notoriously am-
plified “college experience” 
rob you of  reality.

Evaluating a “broke college student”

Grace Grube is a 
guest writer for 
Newswire. She  is a ju-
nior  communication 
major from Philadel-
phia.

Xavier loves hyping up 
how much they support stu-
dents. You hear it when you 
tour campus, you hear it 
during Manresa, you hear it 
during GOA. But what does 
“support” mean? 

Xavier does an excellent 
job of  providing for students 
in terms of  advising, career 
coaching, tutoring services, 
academics and in many oth-
er areas. But in arguably the 
most important area, we fall 
short –– affordability.

College affordability has 
rapidly become a crisis in the 
U.S. In the 1980s, the aver-
age tuition at a four-year pri-
vate institution was $9,882. 
In 2022, that number is now 
$26,740. 

At a time when we are 
coming out of  a global pan-
demic and prices are soaring 
while wages remain stag-
nant, Xavier made the deci-

sion to increase our tuition 
6%, or $2,540 a year. 

For many Americans, a 
college education is becom-
ing impossible. Rising costs 
make it unrealistic to expect 
the average family to be able 
to afford to send their chil-
dren to school without tak-
ing out massive amounts of  
debt. 

As a student, I value the 
resources our university pro-
vides us with, from academic 
resources –– like the writing 
center, the math lab, tutor-
ing services and disability 
services –– to wellness re-
sources –– like counseling in 
the Health United Building 
or campus involvement and 
engagement. But none of  
that matters if, at the end of  
the day, we are struggling to 
afford Xavier’s rising costs.

I’ve said it before, and I’ll 
say it again –– Xavier’s ad-

ministration needs to step up 
and decide whether they care 
more about athletics and hir-
ing coaches or if  they care 
about the needs of  the ma-
jority of  it’s students. Now 
is not the time to be raising 
tuition. It’s time to lower it. 

Many of  us, myself  in-
cluded, rely heavily on schol-
arships to be able to afford 
college. As a Community 
Engaged Fellow, I was for-
tunate enough to receive 
a four-year, tuition-based 
scholarship that allows me 
to continue my commitment 
to service in community as a 
requirement of  my scholar-
ship. 

I’m incredibly grateful for 
the Fellowship family I’ve 
built and the incredible op-
portunities I’ve been given 
to continue service in col-
lege; the Fellowship is key to 
my Xavier experience. I wish 

Xavier would expand oppor-
tunities like this, and oth-
ers, to allow more students 
to experience life at Xavier 
without the financial burden. 

Without the Fellowship 
and other scholarships, I 
wouldn’t be here. And yet, 
at this time, Xavier is not 
expanding many of  these 
scholarships or opportuni-
ties to keep up with rising 
tuition costs. 

If  the administration is 
going to increase tuition, the 
least they can do is increase 
scholarships and financial 
aid to match it. Students 
like myself  rely on scholar-
ships and programs like the 
fellowship to allow us to be 
here.

Now is the time for Xavier 
to prove its commitment to 
students. If  Cura Personalis is 
truly integral to the Xavier 
identity, then the university 

should closely consider if  
its rising costs and stagnant 
scholarships are in line with 
our Jesuit values. “Caring for 
the wholeness of  each per-
son” includes ensuring that 
students are able to attend 
Xavier without placing un-
due financial burden on stu-
dents and their families. 

Xavier should demon-
strate its commitment to 
students by beginning the 
process to raise scholarship 
award packages to keep on 
par with rising tuition costs.

Ethan Nichols is a 
staff writer for News-
wire

and the Public major 
from Cincinnati.

I can count on one hand the num-
ber of  peers with which I’ve had 
an open, honest conversation 

Ruminating on rising rates  
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The Oscars are embarrassing 
I love watching the Os-

cars. Every year, I look for-
ward to that night in March 
when the best movies are 
celebrated and the people 
who made them are recog-
nized. Every year, millions 
of  movie fans prepare for 
the show by watching the 
nominations. And every 
year, something goes horri-
bly, horribly wrong.

Every Oscars has at least 
one event to steal the night’s 
spotlight. The last major 
one was in 2017, with the fa-
mous La La Land/Moonlight 
fiasco. 

I’m not going to focus 
on this year’s particular in-
cident. If  you watched the 
show, or use any form of  
social media, you probably 
know what I’m referencing. 
Instead, I want to focus on 
the inexcusable aspects of  
this year’s show, which are 
currently being criminally 
overshadowed by the press.

Within the show’s nearly 
four-hour runtime, we saw 
seemingly endless displays 
of  crudely unfunny jokes 
and moments that were so 
tone deaf, it’s hard to imag-
ine them being approved for 

live broadcast.
Among them included 

a bit by one of  this year’s 
hosts, Regina Hall. While on 
stage, she made sexual com-
ments toward multiple vis-
ibly-ucomfortable male ac-
tors in the room. The punch 
line was that she wanted to 
gather them for COVID-19 
emergency testing, and she 
could only do so by “swab-
bing the back of  your mouth 
with my tongue.” I can’t 
think of  something less fun-
ny, and what a horrible way 
for the first Oscars with 
three female hosts to make 
their debut. It was revealed 
before our eyes that the 
Academy gave the go-ahead 
to air live sexual harrass-
ment, simply because it was 
targeted at men.

The Oscars also broad-
casted a brief  moment of  
silence for victims of  the 
war in Ukraine. I have nev-
er in my life observed more 
privilege than that moment 
— watching a room full of  
millionaires in outfits that 
could pay off  my college tu-
ition not talk for 30 seconds 
to feign solidarity for victims 
of  something as horrible as 

this war. I only wish that 
these people would put their 
money where their mouths 
are.

The most disappointing 
part of  this all is that this 
isn’t surprising –– these peo-
ple, who have an incessant 
amount of  money and an 
untouchable platform, have 
been tone deaf  for longer 
than the Oscars have been 
in existence. These uncom-
fortable jokes and moments 
are put on 
display ev-
ery year. 
One that 
immediate-
ly comes 
to mind is 
the 2003 
Oscars, when Adrien Brody 
kissed Halle Berry on stage 
without her consent. Berry 
has discussed this moment 
in various interviews, and 
we know how uncomfortable 
it made her. This is just one 
example.

Instead of  their adver-
tised display of  appreciation 
for the art of  film, the Os-
cars have been replaced by 
an insensitive clown show 
which catches the eyes of  

millions of  people around 
the world and calls them the 
problem. We, the observers, 
the people who gave these 
movies their popularity and 
success, are told to get off  
our high horses. Just watch 
one of  this year’s Best Pic-
ture nominees –– Don’t Look 
Up ––- and you’ll see exactly 
what I’m talking about.

This problem, which has 
gone on for far too long, has 
a somewhat simple solution: 

Stop hav-
ing the ac-
tors host. 
I n s t e a d , 
have other 
members of  
the Acad-
emy host 

–– these are the people who 
decide where the awards go. 

Expand the Academy to 
more diverse members. We 
need more LGBT+ people, 
people of  color and wom-
en making the decisions so 
we can reinforce represen-
tation, which I believe to be 
one of  the most important 
aspects of  making a movie. 
And while they’re at it, the 
Oscars should stop the bad 
comedy –– or just stop the 

comedy in general.
I don’t watch the Oscars 

for the awkward, offensive 
and all-around unfunny 
jokes. I watch to see a cel-
ebration. A celebration of  
marginalized groups finding 
their voices on the big screen. 
A celebration of  their who 
lifted and visualized those 
many voices and experienc-
es through art. A celebration 
of  creative people –– writers, 
directors, cinematographers, 
actors and musicians alike. 
A celebration of  the talent-
ed women whose work con-
stantly goes unseen in the 
film industry. That is what 
the Oscars should be: a cele-
bration of  people, not a spec-
tacle of  embarrassment.

Nina Benich is a soph-
omore public relations 
and English double 
major. She is a the On-
line Editor for Newswire 
from Indianapolis.

I have a love-hate rela-
tionship with the Academy 
Awards: a mix of  admiration 
and utter distaste for the film 
award show that supposedly 
recognizes the best perfor-
mances, films and produc-
tions of  the year. 

Sometimes, the Academy 
gets it — like with 2020’s 
Best Picture winner Para-
site. Other years, they de-
cide Crash is the best film for 
some reason. I did not watch 
this year’s award show, 
though that did not seem to 
affect the increase in views 
this year. 

Regardless, in the past five 
years, the Academy has near-
ly half  the viewership it once 
recorded. This is, in part, is 
a combination of  the Acad-
emy’s own confused identity 
and moral values. 

This year saw several in-
teresting choices. For one, 
they made the decision to 
cut eight other categories 
from the live broadcast for 
a more “friendly” viewer-
ship. These categories were 
Documentary Short, Film 
Editing, Makeup and Hair-

styling, Original Score, Pro-
duction Design, Animated 
Short, Live Action Short and 
Sound. 

“The new plan will allow 
more time for comedy, film 
clips and musical numbers,” 
Academy President David 
Rubin wrote. 

And of  course, we all 
needed a live performance of  
“We Don’t Talk About Bru-
no.” You know, the song that 
was not nominated at the 
Academy Awards this year? 
But, of  course, this perfor-
mance was a necessity; after 
all, why would anyone care 
about the other categories 
that have actual, nominees in 
them? 

The Oscars used to be this 
one-night-only event where 
you could see all of  your 
favorite stars in one place, 
a once-a-year phenomenon 
that you could not miss. 
Yet, in an era where we can 
find these same celebrities 
on social media on a daily 
basis, this same spectacle is 
ordinary. If  the pandemic 
was any indicator, the ma-
jority of  the public is sick 

of  celebrities like Leonardo 
DiCaprio lecturing us on 
the importance of  climate 
change while flying there in 
a private jet.

Make no mistake: there 
has always been a disconnect 
between these stars and the 
public. However, the intro-
duction of  social media has 
managed to stress it to a 
larger degree. This discon-
nect goes beyond social me-
dia, though. 

The struggle for the 
Academy to figure out their 
identity in this modern age 
has proved to be a continu-
ous issue for them. While 
they claim they’re recogniz-
ing the best of  the best in 
film, their actions of  cutting 
categories from view time to 
supposedly please the gen-
eral public contradicts this 
greatly. You don’t need to be 
a film buff  to understand the 
importance of  all of  these 
components — score, make-
up, editing, sound, design.
They all contribute to the 
success of  the films. In many 
cases, these elements are 
largely overlooked, but one 

night a year, they receive the 
acclaim and recognition they 
deserve. 

Of  course, most of  the 
films nominated tend to be 
indie studio films with lim-
ited distribution, small bud-
gets and small audiences. 
Even the hosts mock this 
aspect of  the nominated 
films, comparing them to the 
large, blockbuster films that 
cater to larger audiences and 
rake in millions. 

The movies being cele-
brated in Hollywood versus 
the ones being praised by 
the general public is anoth-
er point of  contention. So 
much so that in 2018, they 
even proposed creating a 
new category for Outstand-
ing Achievement in Popu-
lar Film before cutting the 
idea altogether. The con-
cept would no doubt draw in 
more views; particularly this 
year had Spider-Man: No Way 
Home had been among the 
proposed nominations. 

There’s nothing wrong 
with recognizing influential 
blockbusters that do have 
remarkable qualities in their 

own right — Black Pan-
ther managed to snag a Best 
Picture nomination back in 
2019. Even back then, it was 
a blockbuster movie, not a 
film.

In the end, the Academy 
needs to pick a side. They 
could continue to recognize 
these prestigious, critical-
ly-acclaimed films and em-
brace their dwindling view-
ership, or they could forgo 
that altogether and cater to 
younger audiences by focus-
ing on more “popular” films. 
Either way, this issue will not 
be going away anytime soon. 
But I suppose, the Academy 
has more striking issues to 
attend to right now.

Caroline Palermo is 
a communications 
and graphic design 
double major. She is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Charlotte, 
N.C.

We don’t talk about (the) Oscar(s)

The Oscars have been re-
placed by an insensitive 
clown show which catches 
the eyes of  millions of  peo-
ple around the world and 
calls them the problem. 
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Previewing the top 2022 NFL Draft prospects

to their normal homestand 
in Hayden Field and bounced 
back in a big way as they 
won 7-3 with great perfor-
mances from DeMartino 
and junior left-hander Jack 
Lynch. Lynch notched his 
fourth victory on the mound 
while DeMartino hit a crucial 
grand slam in the fourth in-
ning. 

While the Catamounts 
took a two-run lead in the 
third, DeMartino respond-
ed in the fourth inning with 
the bases-clearing bomb. Se-
nior Lane Flamm started the 
game and went 4.1 innings 
and allowed only one earned 

run. DeMartino and Cushing 
had back-to-back home runs 
in the seventh while seniors 
Jack Housinger and Luke 
Franzoni had back-to-back 
doubles in the eighth to make 
it a 7-2 lead. 

Lynch and fellow junior 
pitcher Jared Gadd threw 4.2 
scoreless innings to give the 
Musketeers a pretty perfor-
mance on the mound. Gadd 
was credited with the save, 
and the Musketeers moved 
back to .500 with a 14-14 re-
cord.

Sunday afternoon would 
determine who wins the se-
ries between these non-con-

ference foes. The Musketeers 
took a tough loss as they were 
crushed 14-4 and were not in 
the game from the start. 

Both teams had the same 
amount of  hits with 12, but 
the Catamounts clearly took 
advantage. Freshman George 
Eisenhardt had a tough go on 
the mound as he allowed four 
runs in the first inning. Fran-
zoni did have a solo shot to 
cut the deficit to three runs, 
but the pitching woes contin-
ued. 

Fellow freshmen Luke 
Hoskins and Justin Loer re-
lieved Eisenhardt, but could 
not stop the damage,  allow-

Xavier celebrates after scoring a run in its 17-2 win against Miami. The Musketeers head into conference 
play with a 15-15 record in the non-conference. The Musketeers play 5-21 Seton Hall this weekend. 

Xavier baseball goes 2-2 on the week
ing three runs apiece to make 
it a 10-1 deficit at the end of  
four innings. 

Freshman Aedan Ander-
son hit a home run in the 
eighth inning, and senior Ed-
die Rivero hit his first home 
run of  his career in the ninth 
inning to get the Musketeers 
to four total runs. 

Xavier fell back under .500 
at a record of  14-15 while 
Western Carolina finished the 
weekend with a 13-15 record 
and a series victory, winning 
two out of  three games.

In the Joe Nuxhall Classic, 
the Musketeers took on Mi-
ami in a single game match-
up in Oxford, Ohio. Xavier 
pulled out a dominating fi-
nal score of  17-2. After only 
scoring five runs in the first 
five innings, the Musketeers 
turned up their offensive pro-
duction to the tune of  13 runs 
in the final four innings. 

In spite of  Xavier’s offen-
sive onslaught, sophomore 
right-hander Connor Bailey 
stole the show, putting up 
six strikeouts in just under 
three innings of  work. Fran-
zoni led the team in walks 
with four. Senior outfielder 
Andrew Walker and junior  
Schultz pitched in four RBI’s 
apiece.

Xavuer begin Big East play 
this weekend as they travel to 
New Jersey to face the Seton 
Hall Pirates. The Pirates have 
a non-conference record of  
5-21.

Michigan edge rusher Aidan Hutchinson had a great year leading the Wolverines to the College 
Football Playoff. Hutchinson will look to parlay that into a top-three selection in the 2022 NFL Draft. 

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

After sweeping arch-rival 
Cincinnati in all four games 
last week, the Musketeers 
looked to continue their hot 
play against non-conference 
opponents Western Carolina 
Catamounts and Miami Red-
hawks. 

The first game was played 
at Prasco Park in Mason, 
Ohio in chilly conditions on 
Friday evening. That did not 
stop Western Carolina from 
starting the game off  with 
a bang as they hit two solo 
home runs at the top of  the 
first inning. Xavier respond-
ed quickly, though, as junior 
outfielder Garrett Schultz 
had an RBI single and junior 
infielder Jared Cushing hit a 
solo blast of  his own to make 
it a 2-2 ballgame. 

The Catamounts would re-
spond quickly with a two-run 
home run in the fifth, though 
the Musketeers would limit 
the damage as junior outfield-
er Tyler DeMartino had an 
RBI single to only make it a 
one-run deficit. 

Western Carolina would 
add the next three runs to 
make it a 7-3 lead. The Mus-
keteers did have a two-run 
double in the seventh from 
Schultz, but it was too little, 
too late for Xavier as they 
took the 7-5 loss and fell to 
13-14 overall.

The Musketeers returned 

The Musketeers dropped two of three at home before a key road win at Miami
BY JAKE GEIGER

clined steadily. Questions of  
his motor and passion for the 
game of  football have riddled 
the uber-talented Oregon 
star. His one-of-a-kind athlet-
ic ability and knack for get-
ting after the passer are still 
well intact, so don’t expect 
Thibedeaux to fall too far on 
draft night.

Projected Teams Interested: 
Jacksonville Jaguars, Detroit 

Lions, Houston Texans

Cincinnati CB Ahmad 
Gardner 

The University of  Cincin-
nati made history this past 
season by winding up in the 
College Football Playoff  for 
the first time in American 
Athletic Conference history, 
in no small part thanks to elite 
cornerback play from Ahmad 

“Sauce” Gardner. Pegged by 
many as the top corner in his 
class, Gardner projects to be a 
shutdown corner in the NFL 
for years to come.

Projected Teams Interested: 
New York Jets, New York Gi-
ants, Atlanta Falcons

Alabama OL Evan Neal
Neal is arguably the best 

football athlete available in 

this year’s draft. Standing 
6’7” and 337 pounds, Neal has 
both the athletic prowess and 
O-line skills to be the starting 
left tackle for any team who 
picks him for the next decade. 
It is hard to find an offensive 
prospect on the draft board 
with more All-Pro upside 
than Neal.

Projected Teams Interested: 
New York Giants, Jacksonville 

Jaguars, Houston Texans

Liberty QB Malik Willis
 In a weak 2022 quarter-

back class, Malik Willis out 
of  Liberty University is the 
best option available. On the 
shorter side for a QB at 6’1”, 
Willis projects as a mobile 
quarterback who has the arm 
talent to make tough throws 
down the field: as a compar-
ison, think Russell Wilson if  
he were to maximize his po-
tential. 

There is a long way to go 
for Willis in terms of  his 
throwing mechanics and con-
sistent accuracy on short-me-
dium range throws, but there 
is no doubt some upside for 
him to develop into a very 
competent starting NFL 
quarterback.

Projected Teams Interested: 
Carolina Panthers, Atlanta 

Falcons, Seattle Seahawks, and 
Pittsburgh Steelers

With the 2022 NFL Draft 
set to occur on April 28, it’s 
time to preview some of  the 
top prospects on which teams 
are focusing to bolster their 
chances to compete for Super 
Bowl LVII.

Michigan EDGE Aidan 
Hutchinson

While there is not a unan-
imous No.1 pick prospect 
in this year’s draft, Aidan 
Hutchinson is the closest 
thing to it. Michigan’s elite 
senior pass-rusher was noth-
ing short of  a disrupter for 
the Wolverines in his last  
college season, helping lead 
the program to its first ever 
appearance in the College 
Football Playoff. Hutchin-
son has the size (6’7”, 260 
pounds), and athleticism to 
dominate opposing tackles 
at the line of  scrimmage for 
years to come.

Projected Teams Interested: 
Jacksonville Jaguars, Detroit 

Lions, Houston Texans 
Oregon EDGE Kayvon 

Thibedeaux
Since being widely regard-

ed as the prospect with the 
most upside in this year’s 
draft class before the season, 
Thibedeaux’s value has de-

BY WILL PEMBROKE

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
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BY GRADY BORIS

From March 25-27 Xavi-
er Theatre of  the 26, Xavier 
Theatre put on their rendi-
tion of  Once, a musical orig-
inally written by Enda Walsh 
that sold out the entire week-
end with a magnificent show. 

Once is an interesting 
mashup of  Irish and Czech 
cultures. It feels much differ-
ent than most musicals, the 
most obvious reason being 
its set design. Rather than 
taking place in a traditional 
manner, the play and the au-
dience were placed on stage, 
creating a much more inti-
mate environment between 
cast and audience. 

The set was beautifully 
designed, and the wood floor 
and stained glass along with 
the costume design made 
it feel like the audience was 
transported to a relative-
ly-modern Dublin.

Another big difference was 
the lack of  a pit orchestra. 
All of  the music came direct-
ly from the cast themselves, 
with instruments strewn 
about the stage at all times, 
ready to be played. 

It created a different dy-

namic than most musicals. 
The entire cast was ready to 
play several different instru-
ments at the drop of  a hat, 
making their performances all 
the more impressive.

The music was equally im-
pressive. It was impossible 
not to smile at songs such 
as “North Strand,” which let 
Irish soul pour out as the au-
dience and cast clapped to the 
beat, laughed and smiled. 

But Once wasn’t a one-trick 
pony; it made the audience feel 
myriad emotions. “Leave” was 

as heartbreaking as “North 
Strand” was cheery, getting 
the audience close to tears. 
Furthermore, opening the 
musical with “Leave” showed 
the cast’s capabilities.

I can’t continue without 
talking about the accents. 
Both Irish and Czech accents 
are not the easiest to get down 
for acting, let alone singing, 
for the entire run time of  a 
musical. That being said, all 
of  the cast did an impeccable 
job of  maintaining consistent 
accents with only a few slips 

here and there.
The performances given 

by each and every cast mem-
ber were stellar, especially 
the leads of  Matthew Callas, 
who played Guy, and Kenne-
dy Florence, who played Girl. 
They played off  each other 
wonderfully, and their chem-
istry made the musical all the 
more enjoyable.

The comedic relief  was 
also a breath of  fresh air and 
much needed at times, most-
ly coming from Joe Mitchell 
(Bank Manager) and Andrew 

Leonard (Billy). The humor 
was almost always well-
timed and a welcome change 
of  pace. A mix of  their body 
language, accents and timing 
gave the show a flavor it abso-
lutely needed.

While I felt the need to 
highlight these particular 
cast members, there was not 
a single one that didn’t shine. 
The smaller cast worked to 
the performance’s advantage 
along with the physically 
smaller stage, contributing to 
the aforementioned intimate 
setting. 

The only downfall of  the 
show was its abrupt end, caus-
ing the story to feel unfin-
ished. The story built up as if  
it was going to culminate into 
something much more than 
what the ending actually was, 
which felt unsatisfying. 

Other than that, the mu-
sical was a massive success. 
Thinking back on it now, I 
would go and watch it again 
in an instant if  the opportuni-
ty arose, and I’m not typically 
one for musicals.

Awards show highlights 
top-achieving artists

BY MATTIE CIEPLAK

The 64th annual Grammy 
Awards took place in Los Ve-
gas at MGM Grand Garden 
Arena on  Sunday. Hosted by 
Trevor Noah, the show cele-
brated the biggest winners in 
music from the past year. 

The most distinguished 
awards of  the night are Song 
of  the Year, Album of  the 
Year and Record  of  the Year, 
which each celebrate a specific 
work across all genres of  mu-
sic for its excellence.  

The Song of  the Year win-
ner is meant to capture the es-
sence of  the year in just a few 
minutes.  The award focuses 
on musical composition and 
is ultimately awarded to the 
songwriter for their work.  

This year’s nominees for 
Song of  the Year included: 

Ed Sheeran, “Bad Hab-
its”
Alicia Keys feat. Bran-
di Carlile, “A Beautiful 
Noise”
Olivia Rodrigo, “driv-
ers license”
H.E.R., “Fight for You”
Billie Eilish, “Happier 
Than Ever”
Doja Cat feat. SZA, 
“Kiss Me More”
Silk Sonic, “Leave The 
Door Open”
Lil Nas X, “MONTE-
RO (Call Me By Your 
Name)”
Justin Bieber feat. Dan-

iel Caesar and Giveon, 
“Peaches”
Brandi Carlile, “Right 
On Time” 

Olivia Rodrigo was a com-
monly-predicted frontrunner 
due to the success of  her first 
studio album, Sour.  

Ultimately, Silk Sonic took 
home the award for “Leave 
The Door Open.” 

The Album of  the Year 
award examines an entire al-
bum as a whole, specifically 
its quality and  artistry. The 
award goes to main artists, 
featured artists, songwriters, 
producers, recording  engi-
neers, mixers and mastering 
engineers who contributed to 
33% or more of  the  album. 

Nominees for the 2022 
Grammys for Album of  the 
Year included: 

Jon Batiste, WE ARE
Tony  Bennett and 
Lady Gaga, Love for 
Sale
Justin Bieber, Justice 
(Triple Chucks Deluxe)
Doja Cat, Planet Her 
(Deluxe)
Billie Eilish, Happier 
Than Ever
H.E.R., Back of  My 
Mind
Lil Nas X, Montero
Olivia Rodrigo, Sour
Taylor Swift, Evermore
Kanye West, Donda

Swift won for Album of  
the Year at the 63rd annual 
Grammys, and Eilish took 
home the prize at the 62nd. 

Both faced a good chance 
of  repeating their wins 
with these albums. West, 
due to his recent public 
controversy with Kim Kar-
dashian and Pete Davidson, 
was also a dark horse con-
tender. Debut albums like 
Planet Her, Sour and Mon-
tero also took the charts by 
storm, leaving many rea-
sonable contenders for this 
award.  
Somewhat unexpectedly, 

given the amount of  well-
known names among the 
nominees, the  award ended up 
going to Batiste for his album 
WE ARE. 

The Record of  the Year 
distinguishes a single track 
from an album and goes to 
multiple people involved in 
one project: artists, producers 
and engineers who conceived 
a particular  recording. 

Nominees for Record of  
the Year included: 

ABBA, “I Still Have 
Faith In You”
Jon Batiste, “Freedom”
Tony Bennett and 
Lady Gaga, “I Get a 
Kick Out of  You”
Justin Bieber feat. Dan-
iel Caesar and Giveon, 
“Peaches”
Brandi Carlile, “Right 
On Time”
Doja Cat feat. SZA, 
“Kiss Me More”
Billie Eilish, “Happier 
Than Ever”
Lil Nas X, “MONTE-

Xavier’s Once transports audiences

RO (Call Me By Your 
Name)”
Olivia Rodrigo, “driv-
ers license”
Silk Sonic, “Leave The 
Door Open” 

Eilish won Record of  the 
Year at the 62nd and 63rd an-
nual Grammys, which made 
her a sizable frontrunner for 
the award this year. Lil Nas X 
may have faced difficulty be-
cause of  the  controversy sur-
rounding “MONTERO (Call 
Me By Your Name).” Con-
versely, the well-loved Tony 
Bennett had a solid chance 

of  stealing the hearts of  the 
judges, as this awards show 
was his final stand as an artist. 

The award went to Silk 
Sonic for “Leave The Door 
Open.” 

A notable result of  these 
awards was BIPOC artists 
taking the forefront of  the 
music industry. Batiste was 
the most-nominated artist 
for the 2022 Grammys, with 
a whopping 11 nominations. 
Silk Sonic, at their first Gram-
my Awards as a duo, took 
home two of  the three biggest 
awards in music. 

-

-
-

-

A&E SINGLES
BY EMILY CROFT

Photo courtesy of @xaviertheatre via Instagram

Sta� writer attends Once-in-a-lifetime performance of Xavier spring musical

Xavier Theatre’s latest performance of Once enchanted audiences with its intimate setting and talented cast.
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Pizza Attack Techno Monster D’Artagnan

�e Brutal Blue Blob�e Beastly Blue Bump

�e Pizza Attack Techno Monster 
was the �rst attempt at making a 

fully autonomous Pizza ATM which 
went horribly, horribly wrong. Now 
he slumbers in the lobby of Justice 

Hall, waiting to be awoken.

Pepperoni Pursuit: Pizza Attack 
Techno Monster �ings a barrage of 
sizzling hot pepperoni slices toward 
the opponent, dealing two to six hits 
of damage.
Prospective Prey: Pizza Attack 
Techno Monster attacks a large group 
of prospective students on a tour. 
Damage can only be blocked when 
the tour guide gloats about it being 
one of three in the world.

Art by Tess Brewer

D’Artagnan, a�er being deemed 
the ugly duckling of the Musketeer 
foursome, grew angry and spiteful. 

In a crusade during the 11th 
century, he slayed each of his three 
brothers and absorbed their powers 

each time. 

Cut Ties: D’Artagnan uses his large 
sword to in�ict a large slash which 
in�icts massive moral damage. �e 
slash cuts ties between the opponent 
head basketball coach and the 
opponent, although this slash is so 
damaging that it has a 40% chance of 
back�ring.

Art by Tess Brewer

One day, the Beastly Blue Bump 
suddenly appeared on St. Francis 

Xavier as he was trudging through 
the southern Ohio jungle.

Malfeasance Multiply: �e Beastly 
Blue Bump releases blue spores that 
infect the opponent with their own 
Brutal Blue Bumps. �e opponent 
takes a little damage every time they 
attack.

Squelchy Squirt: �e Beastly Blue 
Bump squirts a blue goo onto the 
opponent. �e opponent takes lots of 
damage and will most likely end up 
with the bubonic plague.

Art by Gri�n Brammer

�e Brutal Blue Blob evolved 
from the Beastly Blue Bump a�er 
it grew so large that it consumed 
St. Francis Xavier and became a 

separate, sentient being. 

Smurf-straction: �e Brutal Blue 
Blob uses its sheer ambiguity to trick 
its opponent into thinking they are 
a Smurf. �e opponent misses its 
attack.

Roll, Blob, Roll: �e Brutal Blue Blob 
begins to spin rapidly. On the next 
turn, the Brutal Blue Blob violently 
smashes into its opponent, dealing 
massive damage.

Art by Gri�n Brammer

“No matter how much I pray, this bump won’t go away. It’s 
as if it has a mind of its own...” - St. Francis Xavier

“Oh, D’Artagnan? Yeah, that guy frickin’ sucks!” - Aramis, 
founding member of the �ree Musketeers

“I fear no man... But that thing.... It scares me.” - Father 
Graham, Former High Priest of the Norwood Order

Aries: Don’t be surprised if these 
horoscopes have a completely 

different vibe after Easter Break. 
Every few years the stars like to 

change things up. But they’ve 
appreciated your love and support 

these past three years <3.

Taurus: Don’t pull an all-nighter to 
study for an exam. That’s about as 
counterproductive as saying you’re 

religious on Tinder. 

Leo: With Easter coming up, start 
practicing for your family’s annual 
egg hunt. Jesus didn’t rise from the 

dead for you to lose to your 10-year-
old cousin three years in a row. 

Virgo: Get a jump start on watching 
next years’ Oscar nominees. Morbius 

will most likely sweep every category, 
so you’re going to want to see it in 

theaters.

Libra: Don’t feel bad about your 
nicotine addiction. At least you’re not 
addicted to one of those horrendous 
idle phone games. If you’re addicted 

to both, God help you.

Scorpio: Don’t cry in the library 
bathrooms; everyone can hear you. 

The best bathroom to cry in is 
on the 10th floor of  Schott Hall, 
where only professors on their 

lunch break can hear you. 

Sagittarius: If you’re still making 
lame jokes about the Will Smith/

Chris Rock incident, you deserve to 
get smacked.  

Capricorn: Due to an increase in 
your workload, you will no longer 

have time to be in your sad girl 
hours. You may only be in your sad 

girl minutes. 

Aquarius: Everyone knows sleeping 
through class is the yassification of 

going to class, so don’t feel bad about 
doing it. 

Pisces: The stars want you to 
boycott the new LEGO Star 

Wars game. Despite lending their 
namesake to the project, they weren’t 

even asked to make an appearance. 

Cancer: You can learn a lot about 
someone based on their Spotify 

playlists. If they have a sex playlist, 
they’re most likely a virgin. If they 
have a Weird Al playlist, you know 

they f*ck. 

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY

In Xavier’s new trading card game “Muskiemon,” �ght and collect your favorite 
Muskie characters while building the ultimate team. Here’s a little sneak peek of a 
couple of characters. Roll and smash with the Brutal Blue Blob, slash around your 

sword with D’Artagnan, �ing �aming hot pizza sauce with Pizza Attack Techno 
Monster or squirt goo all over your opponents with the Beastly Blue Bump. Be sure to 

collect them all and build the strongest team. Happy Muskiemon-ing! Gemini: Play a drinking game with 
your buds; the stars recommend 

“Ride the Bus.” Despite how much 
binge-drinking it calls for, it’s still 

safer than riding an actual Cincinnati 
bus. 

BLOBMASTER
In a send-up 

of British game show 
Taskmaster, the Blobcast 
crew competes in silly 

challenges to win 
the ultimate prize: a 

printed-out JPEG of a 
trophy.


