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Dr. Kristen Renzi strives to support students, sta� and faculty who are parents

Professor promotes Xavier childcare

As of  2017, one in every 
15 Xavier students was also a 
parent. The national percent-
age of  student parents has 
been on the rise since 2019, 
now at almost 22% of  all un-
dergraduate students. 

As the national student 
parent population grows, Dr. 
Kristen Renzi, chair of  the 
Department of  Gender and 
Diversity Studies, knows this 
topic is often tricky for insti-
tutions to address. 

“One of  the arguments 
that’s repeatedly given is, 
‘Well, this is just a faculty and 
staff  issue; it’s not something 
that’s important to students,’” 
Renzi said. “There are actual-
ly a great number of  students 
who are parenting on campus. 
It’s just not something that’s 
particularly visible.”

“For many of  my col-
leagues, they care about this 
issue regardless of  their par-
enting status… This has been 
an issue that I’ve been passion-
ate about since longer before I 
was parenting,” she added.

In 2017, Renzi created a 
report for Xavier administra-
tion, then headed by former 
president Father Michael 
Graham, detailing the inter-
section of  race, gender and 
parental status among Xavier 
students. This study demon-
strated that Xavier’s stu-
dent parent population data 
aligned with national trends, 
showing that Xavier’s student 
parent population was dispro-
portionately female and mi-
nority-identified. 

When Renzi completed this 
report in 2017, she found that 
7% of  Xavier students were 
parents.

“National data suggest that 
students who are parenting 

are less likely to complete 
their degree in six years,” 
Renzi said. Data from the 
Institue for Women’s Policy 
Research (IWPR) shows that 
while only 29% of  non-par-
enting students leave college 
without a degree, 52% of  stu-
dent parents fail to graduate. 

Further research from the 
IWPR clarifies that some of  
the major hurdles facing stu-
dent parents — often leading 
to student parents’ inability 
to complete degrees — are 
scheduling conflicts, increased 
time demands, financial chal-
lenges and childcare availabil-
ity. 

In past years, students have 
criticized Xavier’s lack of  
prioritized scheduling, park-
ing for expecting parents and 
childcare solutions. 

“I have talked to my success 
coach, professors and academ-
ic advisor on how to navigate 
being pregnant,” former Xavi-
er student parent Nadia Jeel-
ani wrote in Newswire. “Their 
answers are very limited.”

Various local universities 
have adopted different mod-
els to provide childcare for 
students, staff  and faculty at 

their institutions. The Univer-
sity of  Cincinnati offers com-
munity members discounted 
rates at their university child-
care program. Mount St. Jo-
seph offers students inexpen-
sive drop-in care, which Renzi 
commends for its flexibility. 

Other institutions like Fifth 
Third Bank offer prioritized 
enrollment at local child-
care centers, like the YMCA, 
which can ease the burden on 
parents struggling with year-
long wait lists at many child-
care locations. 

Renzi hopes that Xavier 
could soon join or host a pro-
gram like this. 

“My ideal would be for us 
to have a university childcare 
center on or near campus that 
is affiliated university but not 
run by the university. It would 
be tuition based, but the uni-
versity would probably subsi-
dize it in some form,” she said, 
adding that other universities 
have also helped to subsidize 
programs like this by funding 
building rental costs, janitori-
al services or utilities. 

For Renzi, this ideal also 
offers a potential for Xavier 
education students to utilize 
it as a practicum site. Xavier’s 
Montessori Lab School cur-
rently offers a similar experi-
ence for undergraduate Mon-
tessori education students, but 
it does not offer prioritized 
enrollment for students, staff  
or faculty. 

In 2020, Renzi began or-
ganizing a March Gladness 
campaign as part of  the uni-
versity’s annual grassroots 
fundraising drive. This cam-
paign garnered funds for both 
short-term and long-term ini-
tiatives. 

“Donations are applied 
to… childcare initiatives, in-
cluding an emergency fund 
for students and employees 

with childcare expenses/
needs (our short-term proj-
ect) and, in the long term, an 
on-site childcare facility,” the 
campaign’s site reads. 

The campaign received 
$3,272 in donation last year, 
making it the most fund-
ed Special Project in March 
Gladness. Additionally, the 
university agreed to match 
donations for the project in 
2021. 

Though their long term 
goal is still in the distance, 
Renzi has begun working 
with Xavier’s human resourc-
es department to make the 
campaign’s emergency fund 
available to staff  and faculty. 
However, that fund would not 
be available to students, which 
Renzi deems “insufficient.”

The professor added that 
there is grant money avail-
able to institutions seeking 
to build childcare centers, but 
that funding is contingent on 
“having certain plans in place” 
to maximize project success.

As national data surround-
ing student parents changes, 
Renzi hopes to present Dr. 
Colleen Hancyz, president, 

with a new childcare plan to 
ensure Xavier is meeting the 
needs of  its current student 
parents. 

“I imagine our percentage 
of  students who are parenting 
have probably grown some, 
especially as we’ve reinvested 
in adult learning,” she noted. 

Renzi recommends that 
students interested in sup-
porting student parents 
engage in meaningful con-
versation about on-campus 
challenges and solutions. 

“Xavier has, in some ways, 
long appeared to be a school 
that does not serve a parent-
ing population. Anything that 
students can do to show that 
this is not the case can be 
helpful,” she said. 

Ultimately, Renzi hopes 
that this initiative can help 
Xavier to fulfill its Jesuit com-
mitments to student success. 

“What better way to live 
out a Catholic Jesuit mission 
that is pro-life and encourag-
ing students to use education 
to better their circumstances 
than having a way for any par-
enting student to have access 
to education,” she said.

BY MO JUENGER
Editor-in-Chief



 New Asst. Director of Orientation and Transition is anything but new to Manresa
Welcome home, Sophie Stewart

A new menu has made its 
way onto the mobile order-
ing app: Melt Lab, Xavier 
Dining’s new ghost kitchen, 
which includes three brand-
new grilled cheese sandwich-
es.

Xavier’s culinary options 
have expanded across campus 
since last year, from the Hoff  
Dining Hall menu to Gallagh-
er Student Center’s new addi-
tions. 

One improvement includes 
the Melt Lab. Melt Lab’s 
sandwiches can be ordered 
exclusively in-app and picked 
up from Burger 513’s counter. 

Melt Lab menu options 
include the Caprese Grilled 
Cheese, which includes fresh 
mozzarella, tomatoes and ba-
sil, as well as the Grilled BBQ 
Pork Sandwich with smoked 
gouda and fried onion straws. 
Finally, the menu includes the 
“Lil Buffalo Sandwich” with 
chicken tenders covered in hot 
sauce, fresh mozzarella and 
ranch.

Melt Lab is one of  three ro-
tating ghost kitchens making 
its way through the Burger 
513 menu this semester. The 

term “ghost kitchen” refers 
to a food service with a menu 
available primarily for online 
ordering. Ghost kitchens have 
increased in popularity since 
the pandemic and are still in 
use on food delivery apps such 
as DoorDash and UberEats.

Auxiliary Services Market-
ing Manager Em Daniels de-
veloped the idea for Melt Lab 
and its fellow ghost kitchens 
along with the Xavier Dining 
Services team. 

The second ghost kitchen 
will include an entirely new 
menu separate from Melt Lab.

“Melt Lab will go all the 
way until Labor Day; then 
we’re going to switch it up 
to ‘Not Your Average Pret-
zel’, which will be large soft 
pretzels and pretzel bites with 
various dipping sauces — the 
sweet kind, the savory kind 
and a mix.” 

Finally, opening Sept. 19, 
the third kitchen will expand 
upon Burger 513’s various fry 
options, according to Daniels.

“We will then switch to 
Fry Shack, including all our 
fry options that we have now 
at Burger 513, like the loaded 
fries, the chicken bacon ranch 
and the buffalo options. Then 
we’ll rotate back into having 

Melt Lab again.”
Daniels says that the idea 

of  implementing a new and 
purely virtual kitchen was one 
inspired by student feedback. 

“It was really a team de-
cision with our dining team. 
We knew that the students 
wanted more options and we 
looked into what we could do,” 
Daniels said. 

“We knew that ghost kitch-
ens were super popular. We 
looked at DoorDash and Uber 
Eats — half  of  these restau-
rants you see have a ghost 
kitchen, and it’s really cool. 
We thought, ‘Why don’t we 
do that for the students?’” 
Daniels asked.

Daniels says that students 
are always welcome to sub-
mit feedback about Xavier’s 
food options, ghost kitchens 
or otherwise, on the website 
Dine On Campus. 

“We’re always open to ideas 
and suggestions, and we’re al-
ways happy to make you guys 
happy.”

Melt Lab is only accessible 
on Xavier’s mobile ordering 
app and will be available until 
Labor Day. 

BY NINA BENICH

New XU Melt Lab hopes to make a “grate” debut
August 29, 2022

Student Government 
Association Meeting Recap

• TriHealth Wellness Center Manager Da-
vid Rigdon and Trihealth Wellbeing and 
Coaching Coordinator Katiy Rowe spoke 
with the Senate regarding sexual reprodu-
citve health resources currently offered on 
campus. 

• The Campus On and Off  Living Commit-
tee is currently focused on working with 
Art Department Chair Suzanne Chouteau 
and Art Society to put up a mural on Flynn 
Hall. They will begin mocking up designs, 
budgeting supplies and getting approval 
by the end of  September. 

• There are currently four Senate vacancies 
that will tentatively be filled in two weeks. 

• Last week, Provost and Chief  Academic 
Officer Rachel Chrastil discussed the cur-
rent strategic plan updates with the Senate. 
The latest version of  the plan will be pro-
posed for approval in September.

BY CHLOE SALVESON 

Xavier’s Office of  Student 
Involvement (OSI) hired a 
new Assistant Director of  
Orientation and Transition 
over the summer.  

Sophie Stewart, a 2016 
Xavier alumnus, took over the 
role and will begin working 
on next year’s Manresa Ori-
entation as well as other tasks 
throughout the school year. 

Stewart rejoins the Xavier 
community after almost seven 
years away, and she is excited 
to be back on campus this fall. 

Since graduation, Stewart 
has spent her time further-
ing her education as well as 
working in student involve-
ment and orientation at Flori-
da Gulf  Coast University and 
Mount St. Joseph University.  
Now, she is taking the reins 
of  Xavier’s Manresa New 
Student Orientation program 
as her main focus throughout 
the school year. 

As a student at Xavier, 
Stewart spent significant time 
in the OSI, serving as a Man-
resa Core member (the pro-
gram’s student organizers) 
in 2015 as well as a leader-
ship development intern from 
2013 to 2015. 

On top of  those experienc-
es, she was an avid participant 
in Xavier’s Alternative Breaks 
program, Xavier Christmas 
and Girls on the Run, and she 
still found time to visit New 
York City to cheer on the 

New Assistant Director of Orientation and Transition Sophie Stewart, an XU alum, was a Manresa leader during her time at Xavier.
Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

men’s basketball team in the 
annual Big East Tournament 
at Madison Square Garden. 

“Having lived through the 
Manresa experience gives me 
a really good foundation for 
assessing what’s going well, 
what’s still been in the pro-
gram since I was involved in 
it, what’s changed and then 
what might we need to do to 
improve it moving forward,” 
Stewart said.

“So, I think having all of  
that lived experience helps me 
to inform how I would ana-
lyze a program professionally 
with my own professional and 
academic background in the 
field now,” she noted. 

When asked what made her 
come back to Xavier, Sophie 

BY RYAN BREECE 

discussed the first-year stu-
dent experience. 

“I believe really strongly in 
the Xavier experience for stu-
dents, and a big part of  that 
Xavier experience for people 
is Manresa starting what ev-
ery student goes through at 
the beginning of  their Xavier 
journey,” Stewart said. 

“(Manresa) is a really spe-
cial program (with) a lot 
of  energy,” she added. “It’s 
something I wanted to be in-
volved with professionally.” 

Sean Smyth, a senior who 
served on Manresa’s Core 
team this summer, echoed 
Stewart when asked about his 
experience with Manresa and 
Stewart’s influence. 

“Sophie is going to bring a 

lot of  fun, that’s for sure. She 
really knows this program; 
she’s been under so many dif-
ferent offices and has specifi-
cally been tailored to orienta-
tion as well,” Smyth said.

Stewart’s main goal at 
Xavier in one word is impact. 
Specifically, she hopes to make 
a lasting impact on the Man-
resa program and the OSI as 
a whole. 

“(In) this role, definitely 
the primary responsibility is 
Manresa… The orientation is 
the first three, four days that 
the students’ experience, but I 
would say the university and 
our office generally is looking 
at how we can improve the 
first-year experience…from 
the start to end of  that first 

year,” Stewart said.
In order to make improve-

ments to the first-year expe-
rience, she suggested extend-
ing and making accessible the 
resources on campus for stu-
dents. Stewart hopes to imple-
ment different programing ef-
forts, capitalize on the current 
leaders that are already well 
equipped and leverage the 
leaders’ support for students. 

“The energy was really 
cool and I think humbling, to 
see that same sort of  enthu-
siasm and passion that I re-
member fondly as a student,” 
Stewart reminisced.

“That passion to be at Xavi-
er and the pride to be at Xavi-
er is something that’s really 
cool to be back with. It feels 
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President Biden announced that he will be canceling up to $10,000 in student debt and $20,000 
for those with Pell Grants.  Student debt cancellation was part of Biden’s 2020 campaign platform.

Photo courtesy of Democratic Socialists of America Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
The Democratic Socialists of America are helping lead efforts to protect 

the tenants’ rights’ at Victoria Square apartments in Newport, Ky.
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Biden cancels $10k in student debt
President Joe Biden an-

nounced last Wednesday, that 
he is forgiving $10,000 of  stu-
dent debt. Individuals making 
less than $125,000 a year for 
the 2020 or 2021 tax year will 
qualify. Pell Grant recipients 
can receive up to $20,000 in 
forgiveness.

The plan applies to under-
graduate, graduate and Par-
ent Plus loan borrowers. To 
qualify, loans must have been 
awarded before June 30.

Most who qualify will re-
ceive loan forgiveness auto-
matically, as the Department 
of  Education already has 
their income information. An 
application will be offered in 
early October for those whose 
information is not already on 
file or who are not sure they 
qualify.

This was not Biden’s only 
action in his announcement 
last Wednesday. In addition, 
he extended the loan payment 
freeze. The payment freeze, 
which was set to expire on 
Aug. 31, has now been extend-
ed through Dec. 31; payments 
will start again in Jan. 2023.

The student loan payment 
freeze began in March 2020 
when former President Don-
ald Trump signed the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief  and Eco-
nomic Security Act (CARES 
Act)

The CARES Act was de-
signed to prevent economic 
upheaval at the start of  the 
pandemic.  The act stopped 

regular required student loan 
payments and prevented in-
terest from accruing on stu-
dent loans. NBC News stated, 
“Trump later took executive 
action to extend the defer-
ral period through Jan. 2021. 
[…] Biden has issued five 
more extensions.”

In addition to the exten-
sion, the Biden Administration 
proposed “a new income-driv-
en repayment plan” where, 
according to CNN, borrowers 
would “pay no more than 5% 
of  their monthly income on 
undergraduate loans.” This 
would be a dramatic decrease 
from the previously required 
10%.

Additional addendums the 
Biden administration hopes 
to implement include increas-
ing the amount of  income 
labeled as “non-discretionary 
income,” as well as the Biden 
administration itself  cover 
unpaid monthly interest.

The two addendums would 
help reduce the amount of  
time it takes to pay back loans, 
as well as preventing borrow-
er’s balances from growing if  
they are unable to pay.

Biden faced backlash from 
both Republicans and Demo-
crats for the decision regard-
ing loan forgiveness. Many 
Democrats were largely frus-
trated by the amount of  loan 
forgiveness, saying it was not 
enough, while many Republi-
cans claimed it unfair to for-
give loans when the money is 
coming out of  taxpayer dol-
lars.

Some Democrats, like U.S. 
Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio, ar-
gued against the loan forgive-
ness.

 “As someone who’s pay-
ing off  my own family’s stu-
dent loans, I know the costs 
of  higher education are too 
high,” Ryan said. “And while 
there’s no doubt that a college 
education should be about 
opening opportunities, waiv-
ing debt for those already on 
a trajectory to financial secu-
rity sends the wrong message 
to the millions of  Ohioans 

Victoria Square residents face looming evictions
Residents of  the Victoria 

Square apartment complex, 
were sent eviction notices in 
late July after an ownership 
transfer. 

Sunset Property Solutions 
(SPS), the new developer, in-
formed the occupants of  232 
units they have until the end 
of  September to leave their 
apartments and find new ones.

For many of  the residents, 
there is no other option. The 
complex primarily houses 
people with low monthly in-
comes, and many other avail-
able apartments in Newport 
that ask similar rent have long 
waitlists for residency.

“I’m scared not knowing 
what tomorrow is going to 
bring, I was secure here. I had 
a roof  over my head. Now, I 
don’t know,” Rick McGee, a 
resident, said. 

Some of  the Victoria 
Square tenants have lived in 
Newport For long periods are 
upset to leave the spaces be-
hind. Some of  the residents 
have lived in Victoria Square 
for more than 50 years. Many 
of  the units house intergener-
ational families, older folks or 
disabled tenants.

The property is located di-
rectly on the riverfront and 
connects right to a bus line, 

which makes it a desirable 
area for developers. It is also 
close to Newport on the Le-
vee and the Ovation pavilion, 
a tourist destination.

Longtime residents of  the 
area describe the community 
as lively and strong. 

Hayley Powell, housing co-
ordinator for the Cincinnati 
and Northern Kentucky chap-
ter of  the Democratic Social-
ists of  America (DSA), strives 
to help the people who are be-
ing evicted organize to discuss 
further courses of  action. She 
is speaking with tenants who 
need legal or organizational 
questions answered, and she 
works with the Cincinnati 
Housing Justice Coalition to 
provide resources to everyone 
affected.

“The residents are not un-
der the assumption that the 
sale can be reversed. They 
just want to meet with [SPS] 
to find a solution that gives 
them more time,” Powell said.

The tenants hope that the 
city of  Newport will pressure 
SPS to extend the deadline for 
moving out and finding a new 
place to live, considering the 
relocating will likely be diffi-
cult. The situation is exacer-
bated by the fact that New-
port, like much of  the rest of  
the country, is experiencing 
a rent and housing crisis. Re-

BY JULIA LANKISCH centy reports from the 2022 
Demographia International 
Housing Affordability Index, 
Cincinnati lags some major 
cities in affordable housing.

For now, the city of  New-
port has been fielding re-
quests from tenants despite 
the possible involvement of  
the NAACP. The city com-
mented that they are “closely 
monitoring” the situation of  
the Victoria Square residents, 
and that they have set up a 
hotline for people who need 
housing to call.

“I’ve lived down here most 
of  my life and I actually grew 
up in the demolished hous-
ing projects across the street. 
That is supposedly a sign of  
progress– but we’re here to 
discuss the human element of  
things,” Long-time resident 
George Campbell said.

The organizers say that the 
best way to help, for people 
who want to get involved is to 
lodge public complaints with 
the city to demand affordable 
housing and assistance, or to 
donate to the residents’ Go-
FundMe, which is organized 
by Cathaine Campbell. The 
GoFundMe is designed to 
assist with moving costs and 
more. The GoFundMe states 
that the residents are working 
with the Brighton Center to 
disperse funds.

without a degree working just 
as hard to make ends meet,” 
Ryan said.

In response to Republican 
complaints, the White House 
tweeted amounts politicians 
were awarded from the Pay-
check Protection Program 
(PPP) that was offered at the 
beginning of  the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

This move to cancel loans, 
at least partially, has been an-
ticipated since President Biden 
took office; he ran on student 
loan cancellation in his 2020 

presidential campaign. 
The announcement comes 

as Biden faces lagging poll 
numbers while Democrats 
fight to maintain control of  
the House and Senate in No-
vember’s midterm elections.

BY MATTIE CIEPLAK



Many Main Street and OTR residents have been speaking out regarding 
barricades erected that the city says are to prevent more gun violence.

Analysis: Updates on Russian invasian of Ukraine
BY SEBASTIAN AGUILAR

Show Manager
Ukraine celebrated a 

bloody independence day over 
the past week while it endured 
multiple missile strikes that 
caused mass civilian casual-
ties. 

These are the deadliest 
strikes since April when the 
war had reached a stalemate. 
The first missile hit a civilian 
home, killing a young child, 
and another targeted a train 
station with more than 25 
confirmed dead and more than 
50 injured and counting. 

These independence day 
missile strikes didn’t come as 
a surprise to Ukraine but in-
stead reminded the world that 
the war is still raging as the 
invasion reached its six month 
mark. During the past few 
months the war was seeming-
ly out of  the news cycle. Over 
the summer months, Russia 
has made small territorial 
gains using targeted missile 
strikes across the south and 
east of  the country, specifical-
ly in Zaporizhzhia, the Don-
bas region and Mariupol. 

While the Ukrainians have 
been defending the entire 
time, Russia’s superior missile 
capacity has been tough to en-
dure. The tide of  the war is 

expected to shift with increas-
ing military and financial aid 
from the U.S. and countries all 
over Europe. 

The Biden administration 
has announced a $3 billion 
arms package to Ukraine, 
which includes weapons, mu-
nitions, artillery, drones and 
air defense systems. The aim 
of  this package is to supply 
Ukraine’s defenses for the 
long term. The $3 billion will 
go into a fund called the Se-
curity Assistance Initiative, 
which allows Ukraine to pur-
chase weapons directly from 
companies in the U.S. defense 

industry. 
Thus far Ukraine has re-

ceived more than $10 bil-
lion in aid from the U.S. 
and billions more from oth-
er nations. Ukraine is now 
planning a counteroffense 
to retake the territories that 
came under Russian control 
in the last few months. The 
city of  Kherson is a top pri-
ority for Ukraine, which also 
aims to retake Mariupol in 
order to cut off  the Russian 
controlled land in eastern and 
southern Ukrainian territory.

Putin’s administration 
had not publicized the sixth 

The ongoing Russian invasian of Ukraine has taken its toll, resulting in increasing mass civilian casualties.

The regular bustle on Main 
Street in Over-The-Rhine 
(OTR) has looked different 
these past three weeks, follow-
ing restrictions put in place by 
city administration and police 
in the wake of  the mass shoot-
ing on Aug. 7.

 These measures, including 
metal barricades and a height-
ened police presence, have 
impacted residents and small 
businesses in the area.

Prior to the shooting, week-
end nights on Main Street saw 
the sidewalks busy with ac-
tivity. Now metal bike racks, 
which line the sidewalks 
stretching from south Liber-
ty Street to Central Parkway, 
limit access to the walkway up 
and down the street.

Cincinnati city adminis-
tration and police put up the 
barricades to limit loitering, 
which they say gave rise to 
the shooting. The restrictions, 
along with no metered park-
ing on Friday and Saturday 
nights until Dec. 31 and in-
creased police presence, were 
enacted by city officials and 
police in an attempt to prevent 
gun violence.

Local residents and com-
munity members have since 
expressed their unhappiness 
with the restricted Main 
Street sidewalks.

“The barricades need to 
go… If  you guys say that you 

have the people in custody 
that did the crime, why must 
you persecute everybody else 
for an issue that was caused by 
people who aren’t local?” one 
local OTR resident said.

While the city’s plan for 
barricade restrictions stated 
that the Americans with  Dis-
abilities Act would be main-
tained, some residents with 
mobility issues still found it 
difficult to maneuver with the 
newly limited accessibility. “I 
don’t think any of  these (bar-
ricades) are going to stop a 

shooting at the end of  the day. 
It’s a huge inconvenience to 
people like me in a wheelchair, 
and other people walking 
down the sidewalk,” Colerain 
resident Kevin Norris said.

Some small business own-
ers have found that the barri-
cades have had an effect on the 
normal flow of  customers.

“I didn’t feel like it was 
going to do anything other 
than deter people from com-
ing down here. It’s definitely 
done that,” Carl Hunt, own-
er of  GOODS on Main and 

co-owner of  Urban Transit 
OTR, said. “There’s a little bit 
of  foot traffic last week, but 
now the barricades are every-
where... There’s no one down 
here.”

Elisa Fay, owner of  Main 
Street Shop and Studio, also 
spoke on the effect of  the bar-
ricades.

 “It’s good to see that they 
are doing something…I per-
sonally don’t think they are 
helping the business and cul-
ture down on Main Street.,” 
she said.

The restrictions have 
spurred organizers from Take 
Back Main Street OTR to put 
together signs on the barri-
cades to voice their concerns. 
One organizer, Kelsey Hirt-
zel-Jennings, was on Main 
Street protesting the place-
ment of  the barricades. “It’s 
a little reactionary, I feel… 
less planned out. So, I think 
that’s what people really want 
to see, is involvement of  the 
community and less just lis-
tening to what the money has 
to say,” she said.

Dr. Mark Mussman, di-
rector of  education at the 
Greater Cincinnati Homeless 
Coalition, shared how the re-
strictions have impacted the 
Main Street community. 

“The sidewalks being 
blocked makes it unwelcom-
ing and forces people to avoid 
the area. In addition to the 
newly placed police cameras 

and lights, closing the street 
on Friday and Saturday nights 
has also made it a place where 
people are avoiding.” Muss-
man said.

Mussman was asked about 
the impact the sidewalk bar-
ricades could be having onun-
housed people. “There are 
not many organizations who 
serve people experiencing 
homelessness on Main Street 
anymore, so I don’t know if  
that’s had much of  an impact.”

Cincinnati Mayor Aftab 
Pureval met on Aug. 16 with 
city leaders and the police 
department to talk with com-
munity members from the 
Main Street area and discuss 
the restrictions. He empha-
sized that the purpose of  the 
new restrictions were about 
“improving the public safe-
ty of  the area — things like 
gun violence and pedestrian 
safety… while also making 
sure businesses are thriving 
and strong,” and not a target 
at the people living on Main 
Street.

The mayor mentioned the 
importance of  gathering feed-
back from citizens on Main 
Street; the city has created a 
survey to seek out community 
input on more creative solu-
tions towards safety on Main 
Street.

The barricades are tempo-
rary, according to the city, but 
it is still unclear when they 
will be removed.
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that Ukraine has been 
reborn from this conflict, 
gaining a renewed idea of  
cultural and political iden-
tity wholly separate from 
Russia. This speech marked 
the sixth month of  the inva-
sion. Zelensky then pivoted 
his speech towards aiming 
to end the war on Ukraine’s 
terms. “Having gone through 
so much, we have no right 
not to reach the end. What is 
the end of  the war for us? We 
used to say, ‘Peace.’ Now we 
say, ‘Victory,” he said.

point.. Russia has an-
nounced it will be increas-
ing its military by 137,000 
active personnel. This came 
along with the claim that 
Russia is winding its invasion 
down with a focus on keeping 
what it controls in the south 
and east like Mariupol and 
Donetsk. Its goal is to keep 
Crimea connected to its new-
ly controlled territories and 
integrate the territory into 
Russia proper. 

In an address to the na-
tion and world last week, 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky declared that 

Main Street residents speak out
Barricades put up by the City of Cincinnati to prevent gun violence draw ire 

BY TESS BREWER
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Many of  the events of  
Summer 2022 can only be seen 
as an attack against women. 

These events should be 
looked at as a backlash to the 
progress made by feminists in 
the last century, even in the 
last decade. Or rather, they 
signal a lack of  change in the 
thinking surrounding women 
and their rights and dignity.  

The overturning of  Roe 
v. Wade, the reaction to the 
Johnny Depp-Amber Heard 
defamation case, the release of  
a new film by David O. Rus-
sell with a dozen Hollywood 
A-listers and the rise of  the 
cult of  Andrew Tate all serve 
to teach us that the attitude 
towards women hasn’t real-
ly changed, not in the global 
consciousness. 

The ways in which we view 
victims of  abuse, people who 
can get pregnant, famous men 
and their treatment of  wom-
en and the vitriol spat out by 
a man who moved to Romania 
because it would be easier to 
rape people there, represent 
a lack of  care and respect for 
women. In fact, they repre-
sent the worst of  our feelings, 
and the dangerous attitudes 
and ideas that indoctrinate 
young men into the alt-right 
pipeline. 

Tate may have been banned 

from the major social media 
platforms, but it doesn’t mat-
ter, because his ideas have 
been spreading to men like 
wildfire. The scary part is that 
even those men who don’t 
necessarily agree with him 
still don’t think he’s that bad. 
They think he’s funny, or just 
another easy-to-ignore man 
with not that much to say. 

According to The Guard-
ian, Tate’s name was Googled 
in July more than Kim Kar-
dashian or Donald Trump’s. 
127,000 men pay about $45 
a month to be a part of  his 
“Hustler’s University.” His 
followers post clips of  his hate 
speech — he says women “bear 
responsibility” when they are 
raped, he dates 18-year-olds 
because they are easier to 
mold into what he wants — to 
spread his message to an even 
wider audience. 

I think that there is a lot 
of  overlap between this au-
dience and 
those who 
hate Am-
ber Heard. 
The defa-
mation suit 
between Heard and Depp in-
spired a reaction of  misogyny 
so shocking and disgusting, it 
made the MeToo movement 
look like it never even hap-

pened. 
Amber Heard is an imper-

fect victim, but the truth is that 
most women are. And because 
she is an imperfect victim, 
people wished violence upon 
her. They hoped she would fall 
into poverty; 
they hoped 
she would be 
forced to take 
up sex work 
in order to 
survive. 

We have learned nothing. 
Sexual violence is still wished 
upon women who dare to 
speak out against their abus-
ers, especially if  they don’t 
represent the innocent and 
pure victimhood as desired by 
those who claim to want to 
help victims. 

The MeToo movement was 
meant to change the way we 
see victims of  sexual assault 
and harrassment. It was sup-
posed to shed light on the is-

sue in Hol-
lywood of  
p o w e r f u l 
and abu-
sive men, 
but it’s like 

we all forgot what happened. 
Depp has been brought back 
into the limelight. He just 
made an appearance at the 
Video Music Awards in a 

spacesuit, making jokes about 
“needing the work.” And Da-
vid O. Russell, the director 
accused of  groping his niece 
and then defending himself  
by calling her “promiscuous,” 
is releasing a new movie, Am-

sterdam, star-
ring all kinds 
of  Holly-
wood heavy-
weights like 
C h r i s t i a n 
Bale, John 

David Washington and Mar-
got Robbie.  

So, I guess the things we 
thought we changed have not 
changed at all. 

And all of  this is overshad-
owed by the overturning of  
Roe v. Wade. The decision for 
abortion rights was reduced 
to the state level, and we’ve all 
seen where that has gone. 

It’s not even that I’m angry 
anymore. I mean, I’m angry, 
but I’m too tired to do any-
thing about it. That source 
of  rage that fuelled me and 
inspired me is now overshad-
owed by true exhaustion. I’m 
exhausted by these events and 
these people who have man-
aged to learn nothing. These 
people believe that women are 
less than human and are not 
deserving of  the same rights 
as everyone. This summer has 

only proved that men see us 
as their servants, their chefs, 
their baby-makers and their 
sex slaves. We are not human 
to them. We are not deserving 
of  rights or justice or free-
dom. 

I implore you to examine 
your own biases. Analyze your 
reaction to Heard and why you 
reacted that way. Think about 
your feelings on Tate and the 
influence he holds over young 
men. Donate to abortion ac-
cess funds, to Planned Parent-
hood and to women’s shelters.  

I am exhausted, but I am 
not done. You shouldn’t be 
either. We have influence, and 
we have power. We just have 
to use it. There is no other 
option. Not for me, anyway. 
I have to see the fight all the 
way through. Wherever it 
goes, I will follow. 

 
 
 

The summer against women 

Grace Hamilton is a 
junior political sci-
ence major. She is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Akron, 
Ohio.

You may have noticed 
something is missing.  
There are no Newswires on 
the coffee tables in Gallagh-
er or covering tables in the 
Caf.  The bins in Alter and 
Brockman are empty.  No 
— you’re not missing News-
wire.  It’s in your inbox.

This year, after 107 years 
of  publishing your student 

newspaper on newsprint, 
Newswire has gone all-dig-
ital.  From now on, every 
Wednesday morning, News-
wire will be delivered to your 
xavier.edu email address 
where you’ll enjoy the same 
coverage you’ve come to rely 
on — only on your screen 
and always there when you 
want to read it.  While the 

decision to move to a digital 
format was triggered by our 
outside printer’s decision 
to leave the business, this 
is the way journalism has 
been trending.  Our guess is 
you’re already used to read-
ing the news on your phone 
or laptop. 

Please let us know how 
we’re doing.  Are we writing 

“Where are the papers?”
You asked, we anwered:
A note from Newswire 

stories you want to read? Are 
we missing something you’d 
like to see? And don’t forget 
we are now a multi-media 
organization with several 
podcasts under development 
and four regular radio pro-
grams on XUFM.  There 
are plenty of  opportunities 
for you to read or listen to 
what’s happening on campus 

as well as become a member 
of  our staff.  Give us a call.

— The Newswire 
     Editorial 
     Team

These people believe that 
women are less than hu-
man and are not deserving 
of  the same rights as ev-
eryone.

That source of  rage that 
fuelled me and inspired 
me is now overshadowed 
by true exhaustion.
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Sustainability is central 

For anyone who has had to 
drop a class at Xavier, there 
are two options. You either 
drop it in the first week of  
classes or have it show up 
on your transcript as a with-
drawal deep into the semes-
ter. As a matter of  fact, the 
deadline to drop classes was 
last Sunday. Think about it. 
That means at the time of  
reading this article, you just 
missed your chance to get 
out of  a class.  

I have two main problems 
with this class drop deadline. 
First off, how would I know 
if  I do not like a class only 
one week in? For instance, 
what if  the class only meets 
once a week? Of  course, we 
would not dedicate the entire  
two hour and thirty minutes 
class period to reading the 
syllabus. One class is often 
not enough for a student to 
make a decision on a course.  

Not only that, but every 
class is different. Sometimes, 

students are released right 
after reviewing the syllabus. 
That first class would only 
be the syllabus, which at first 
glance sounds like a lot. 

But think about it this 
way. You have no idea if  
you would like the teacher, 
how they teach, their per-
sonality, how they handle 
grading and so many other 
factors. Yes, the syllabus is, 
an essential thing to review 
for a course, but if  this is all 
you review for one class, it’s 
not enough for you to get a 
proper view on the class.  

Furthermore, what if  I 
decided to switch majors, 
the course I needed to take 
for a class only met once a 
week and I miss this class? 
The only time for me to try 
this new class would be the 
next week, where I would be 
unable to drop it, because the 
class drop deadline is only 
for the first week of  classes.  

The problem here is not 

with the course itself  but 
with the deadline. Some 
courses are designed this 
way with a purpose in mind, 
in addition to the fact that 
some classes may only have 
certain resources available to 
them at a certain time. 

The easiest way to allow 
for students to see if  they 
would like to try this course 
is to extend the class drop 
deadline. This would give 
students the freedom to try 
out a new course to see if  the 
major would fit their interest 
while giving them the option 
of  dropping it if  they do not 
like it. 

The second reason would 
be finding a class to fill in for 
the dropped class. Let’s say 
you decide to drop a class: 
what if  you want to fill in 
this empty spot with anoth-
er one? Naturally, you go to 
course registration to look 
for a class. But at this point, 
you notice that everything 

is filled. There are no more 
options for you because each 
class session you may or may 
not be looking for is filled at 
the moment. You decide to 
wait, but you realize that you 
only have at most six more 
days to wait until any classes 
open up. 

Imagine if  no classes open 
up. You may not even be able 
to get into your old class. 
You could just be waiting 
for nothing to open up. But 
if  the deadline was extend-
ed, that wait time could  be 
increased. Students would 
be more willing to leave a 
class they don’t like because 
they would have more time 
to look, instead of  having 
a fear of  losing a class that 
they may not be able to re-
join. 

There are many more 
things I can write about as 
to why the class drop dead-
line needs to be extended. 
But first and foremost, it 

will be good for students to 
have more flexibility when 
it comes to something such 
as classes. After all, we did 
pay to take them, so at the 
very least, we should be 
given more flexibility when 
it comes to which ones we 
chose and to see if  we would 
like to pursue these classes if  
we truly wanted to.  

 

Jesse Dolojan is a 
sophomore English 
major. He is the Stu-
dent Podcast Man-
ager for Newswire from 
Fort Washington, 
Md. 

In the grand scheme of  
things, sure, your individual 
actions will only cause a sliv-
er of  humanity’s cumulative 
damage to the environment. 
But that does not excuse 
you, or anyone else, from 
taking part in the solution to 
the problem we are creating. 

It’s especially difficult to 
see the merit in contributing 
small actions to the effort of  
reducing water usage, con-
serving energy, recycling or 
whatever it may be, when it 
can seem like a whole lot of  
work for very little reward. 

The paper straw craze is 
a case in point — everyone 
was so focused on cutting out 
regular straws in the name 
of  keeping plastic out of  the 
ocean that they overlooked 
the real turtle-killer: old 
fishing gear. Plastic straws 
make up around 2% of  the 
total amount of  plastic in the 
Pacific Garbage Patch, while 
discarded fishing nets come 
in at about 46%, according 
to a Greenpeace study. Plus, 
I think we can all agree that 
paper straws are gross, and a 
lot of  them have plastic lin-
ing on the inside. 

However, in response, I 

counter that not everything 
is like paper straws. There 
are much more impactful 
decisions we can make, and 
although it may seem disin-
genuous to pick and choose 
certain environmental-
ly-friendly actions to take 
and neglect the others, it is 
certainly better than being 
overwhelmed by the sheer 
volume of  things you could 
be doing to the point where 
you do nothing. There is al-
ways more action you could 
take, but more importantly, 
there are several great plac-
es to start. 

For most, the best envi-
ronmental choice you can 
make on an everyday basis 
is eating a plant-rich diet. 
Animal products are by far 
the largest carbon contribu-
tor of  any food – especially 
beef  and dairy. Beef  releas-
es more than twice as much 
carbon into the atmosphere 
as the next closest food 
product. 

I am not suggesting that 
everyone adopt veganism; 
it can be expensive and dif-
ficult. But consider, when 
you have the option, choos-
ing non-beef. Even one day 

a week, cutting out meat or 
even just beef  is worth the 
carbon emissions you save, 
and speaking from experi-
ence, I would bet you won’t 
even mind the difference. 

Another effective way to 
reduce your carbon footprint 
is to cut down on fuel-in-
tensive travel, most notably, 
flying. Air travel releases 
a lot of  carbon into the at-
mosphere per person on a 
flight, and even driving long 
distances are usually a better 
option. 

Car travel, too, requires 
gasoline, so carpooling, us-
ing public transportation 
and walking or biking when 
possible significantly reduc-
es the amount of  carbon you 
put into the atmosphere for 
the day. 

I live close enough to 
school that I can bike to 
class, and I would highly 
recommend it. It’s faster 
than parking and walking, 
and I don’t have to pay for a 
parking pass. If  you have a 
bike, try it out sometime… 
you get to enjoy the weath-
er when it’s warm, and the 
exercise warms you up when 
it’s cold. 

The next most impactful 
decision you make, although 
not every day, is how you 
power your home. As we 
move out of  college and into 
the next stage of  our lives, 
the time to make decisions 
about our energy use is com-
ing up. 

Choosing an energy pro-
vider that uses renewables is 
a surefire method of  cutting 
down your carbon, although 
in Cincinnati Duke Ener-
gy’s monopoly makes that 
nearly impossible. However, 
you can still buy appliances 
like dishwashers, laundry 
machines, heating/cooling 
units and stoves that use less 
water and energy and make 
your home energy efficient 
with south-facing windows 
and insulation. 

These steps alone may 
feel like a lot of  work for 
little reward, but aside from 
the inherent value, being 
sustainable actually saves 
you money. Not only can you 
fulfill your duty as a citizen 
of  the world, but you can 
make your energy costs drop 
drastically by switching to 
less wasteful options. Often, 
within a few months, the 

change pays for itself  and 
more. 

There are countless ways 
of  reducing your impact 
on the environment, and 
they can seem impossible to 
navigate without guidance 
on what is most important. 
Some of  this guidance can 
be found by simply search-
ing the internet, as there is 
a ton of  very accessible in-
formation online about the 
environmental impacts of  
personal choices. 

While any contribution 
is helpful, it’s good to know 
what will be worth the time 
and effort when it is not re-
alistic to do everything. 

In my mind, though, the 
best thing you can do is just 
try. You have an obligation 
to your fellow humans to 
put in some effort toward 
sustainability. 

Julia Lankisch is a 
senior enviormental 
science major. She is 
a Newswire Live show 
host from Naperville, 
Ill.

Change, Add, Drop
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Following their impressive 
win against the Blazers, the 
Musketeers went point for 
point with the Vikings in an 
intense matchup, again tak-
ing the game to five sets. 

In set one, both teams re-
ported 19 kills and four at-
tack errors. Xavier came out 
of  the first set with 26 points, 
leaving Cleveland close be-
hind at 24. The Vikings 
turned the tables in the sec-
ond set though, and the Mus-
keteers fell to the Vikings 23-
25. The third set culminated 
in a more comfortable win 

from Xavier with a score of  
25-19, but Cleveland followed 
in the fourth with a 22-25 
win. Ultimately, in a nail-bit-
ing fifth and final set, the 
Musketeers came out on top 
with a score of  16-14, result-
ing in an overall win against 
the Vikings and 2-0 record on 
the season. 

O’Reilly was an all-around 
asset for Xavier against the 
Vikings, with an impressive 
15 kills, two blocks, 25 assists, 
15 digs and an ace for the 
Musketeers. Other notable 
players this game include ju-

nior middle blocker Delaney 
Hogan with 12 kills and five 
blocks, sophomore outside 
hitter Anna Taylor with 13 
kills, sophomore setter Logan 
Flaugh with 27 assists and 
senior libero Alyssa Overbeck 
with 25 digs and two aces. 

After a riveting 10 sets 
played Friday, the Musketeers 
hit the court for five more on 
Saturday afternoon to face 
off  against the tournament’s 
host, the Buffalo Bulls. In set 
one, Buffalo had 16 kills com-
pared to Xavier’s 10, which 
was a determining factor in 

Volleyball dominates Bu�alo Tournament 
the set one loss for Xavier 
at 19-25. Turns out that was 
just a warm up, though; in set 
two, Xavier had 15 kills over 
Buffalo’s eight, amounting to 
a 25-18 win for the Muske-
teers. Set three went back to 
the Bulls 22-25, but Xavier 
took set four 25-23. Finally, 
the Musketeers dominated 
the fifth set 15-5 with nine 
kills and only one attack er-
ror. Overall, while the Bulls 
outdid the Muskies in aces 
(2-11 XU-UB), Xavier domi-
nated in kills (60-56) and digs 
(63-55). 

Leading the offensive 
against Buffalo, Cink and 
sophomore outside hitter and 
DS Emma Grace with 16 kills 
each. On the defensive, junior 
libero Stevie Wolf  had 22 
digs, no doubt a key factor in 
Xavier’s win against Buffalo.

At the conclusion of  the 
tournament, O’Reilly was 
awarded MVP honors for the 
tournament, with a total of  
82 assists and 30 kills over 
the 15 sets played. O’Reilly, 
Hogan and Corsaro earned 
positions on the all-tourna-
ment team. 

Xavier volleyball will look 
to build on its Buffalo tourna-
ment success, hosting East-
ern Michigan, Purdue and 
Virgina at Cintas this coming 
weekend.

Xavier men’s soccer 
opened the 2022 season with 
a 1-0 win in a defensive dog 
fight against University of  
Virginia.

Despite treading above wa-
ter offensively the entire first 
half, the Musketeers played 
well defensively against Vir-
ginia to the sweet sound of  
zero shots or corner kicks al-
lowed. Xavier’s offense came 
alive, forcing a couple of  
great opportunities but still 
were unable to capitalize.  

Xavier’s defensive inten-
sity was cranked up a notch 
after halftime, continuing to 
keep the ball out of  the back 
net; however, switching to 
a more physical strategy re-
sulted in three yellow cards 
for the Musketeers. 

Nevertheless, junior red-
shirt goalkeeper Cole Jensen 
accepted the offensive chal-
lenge from Virginia and pro-
vided three saves, keeping 
Xavier in the game as they 
headed into halftime.

The Musketeers’  stagnant 
offense finally made their 
presence felt in the 85th min-
ute, when graduate student 
Kendall Allen served one up 
for sophomore midfielder 
Brandon Osterholt. Enough 
room for the Musketeers’ de-

fense to shut down the Cava-
liers in the final five minutes 
of  the game and get their 
first win of  the season. 

Defense was Xavier’s 
strong-suit once again on 
Sunday, finishing the first 
half  against the Eastern Illi-
nois Panthers having yielded 
zero goals. 

Head Coach John Hig-
gins made some adjustments 

heading into the second half, 
as all there was to watch in 
the first was the Musketeer 
offense toe tapping around 
the Panthers’ defense. The 
Musketeers’ defense surren-
dered only two shots on goal 
the entire first half. 

However, all of  the defen-
sive success was overshad-
owed by the frustration of  
missed opportunities on of-

Xavier women’s volleyball 
returned from the Buffalo 
All-Tournament last week-
end with a 3-0 undefeated 
start to the season. 

The Musketeers went up 
against the University of  Al-
abama Birmingham (UAB) 
Blazers, the Cleveland State 
Vikings and the University 
at Buffalo Bulls in the tourna-
ment hosted by Buffalo. 

Xavier had a rough start 
against UAB in their first 
match on Friday, losing the 
first set 11-25. They saw a 
major point improvement in 
the second set, though they 
still fell short 21-25. In the 
third set against the Blazers, 
the Musketeers kicked it into 
gear and came out on top 
with a score of  25-18. After 
a confidence-boosting win, 
Xavier took the fourth set 
25-21 and the fifth set 15-9 to 
commence the season with a 
well-earned win under their 
belts. 

Standing out on the lea-
derboard against UAB is se-
nior outside hitter Brooklyn 
Cink with a notable 16 kills, 
senior setter and right side 
hitter Carrigan O’Reilly with 
33 assists and sophomore de-
fensive specialist (DS) Lucia 
Corsaro with 21 digs. 

Xavier volleyball hits the ground running in its �rst three matches to start the season

fense, in large part thanks to 
some remarkable diving stops 
by Panther goalkeeper Chad 
Smith, a Cincinnati native. 
Xavier created eight shots 
and aired out seven corner 
kicks, heading into halftime 
0-0. 

Yet again, Higgins makes 
some key changes during half-
time. These adjustments pre-
sented themselves beautifully 

BY SPENCER TRACY when forward graduate stu-
dent Alejandro Steinwascher 
centered a perfect pass, allow-
ing freshman forward Nicolas 
Hald Willumsen to effortless-
ly crush it into the back net 
not even two minutes into the 
second half. 

All the momentum went to 
Xavier after grabbing a 1-0 
lead. The Panthers got slop-
py, picking up their second 
yellow card of  the game in 
addition to missing a grand 
offensive breakaway oppor-
tunity after a miscommunica-
tion by Xavier.

Although the Panthers 
would only create one shot 
every ten minutes, Xavier’s 
defense surrendered its first 
goal of  the season in the 70th 
minute. 

Xavier got desperate down 
the stretch, forcing some 
tough shots outside the box, 
but still left empty- handed 
once the final buzzer sounded 
with a final score of  1-1. 

Musketeer fans, players 
and coaches left with a tie on 
the scoreboard but with the 
frustrating feeling of  a loss 
after dominating the Pan-
thers on the field the entire 
game. 

Xavier men’s soccer will be 
back in action this Thursday 
at 8 p.m. as they hit the road 
to take on the Memphis Ti-
gers.

Men’s soccer starts strong to begin Higgins era

BY MOLLY HULLIGAN
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BY MATTIE CIEPLAK

Xavier sophomore Maria 
Zierolf  made her profession-
al theater debut this summer 
at The Carnegie Theatre in 
Covington, Ky.

Starring as Romola Remus 
in George Remus: A New Mu-
sical, Zierolf  began the au-
dition process in February  
2022. She found out she was 
cast by the end of  March and 
began rehearsals early this 
summer.

 Even though Zierolf  only 
had a year of  experience at 
Xavier under her belt at the 
time of  rehearsal, this show 
was an easier next step to 
take than she initially antici-
pated. “One year ago, I would 
not have been able to take this 
on,” she remarked. “Xavier 
Theatre taught me how to 
make choices and do so con-
fidently, as well as how to act  
as a professional.”

George Remus is a brand 
new musical, meaning 
Zierolf  and those she worked 
with had the opportunity to 
tell the story of  Cincinnati 

bootlegger George Remus for 
the very first time.

Although the character of  
Romola is based on the re-
al-life daughter of  Remus, 
Zierolf  still had to go through 
work to develop a character. 

“I personally read The 
Ghosts of  Eden Park,” Zierolf  

explained, referring to a book 
about Remus. “But I know a 
lot of  my castmates watched 
documentaries.” 

Zierolf ’s goal was to cre-
ate a fine balance of  real-life 
traits and her own interpreta-
tion to create her character.

Working for an original 

creative team also led to the 
opportunity for revision. 

“The writers of  the show 
were in the room with us, so 
even once we had the ‘final-
ized’ version of  the script, 
we were still making adjust-
ments,” Zierolf  explained. 

All of  these factors com-

bined created a very unique 
professional debut experience.

 The Carnegie Theatre dif-
ferentiated itself  from other 
theaters this summer through 
the use of  a repertory series 
structure. Repertory theater 
consists of  a rotation of  dif-
ferent productions that per-
form back to back. The Car-
negie started their series with 
Into the Woods, Rent and, final-
ly, George Remus.

 This repertory series was 
a new endeavor for The Carn-
egie. Director Maggie Perrino 
explained to audience mem-
bers of  the show: “We were 
responding to a desire from 
our actors to perform a more 
expansive selection of  work 
throughout the summer.”

Zierolf  is proud to have 
performed at a highly es-
teemed institution like The 
Carnegie and is grateful for 
the Xavier education that led 
her there. 

“This show was an amaz-
ing experience,” she said. “Not 
only was I able to work with 
talented individuals, but I was 
also able to see my education 
in action.” 

iLove Jennette McCurdy’s 
I’m Glad My Mom Died

BY KATIE SANCHEZ

If  you’re anything like me 
— a member of  Generation Z 
with an insatiable appetite for 
celebrity gossip — you prob-
ably picked up former actress 
Jennette McCurdy’s memoir 
I’m Glad My Mom Died ex-
pecting a salacious tell-all full 
of  drama and scandal that 
still manages to deliver on 
iCarly nostalgia. You might 
have expected plenty of  sen-
sational stories made light-
hearted by the face of  the 
rough-and-tumble yet endear-
ing, food-loving tomboy Sam 
Puckett. If  so, you, like me, 
would have been wrong.

McCurdy’s book, released 
this month to critical acclaim, 
doesn’t fall into either of  two 
more conventional celebrity 
memoir categories. It’s not a 
desperate attempt by a one-hit 
wonder to claw their way back 
to relevance by marinating in 
the past, nor is it a self-indul-
gent fluff  piece by a beloved 
figure guaranteed by their 
ghost writer to top bestseller 
lists. I’m Glad My Mom Died is 
an entirely raw, unapologetic 
treatise by McCurdy that sets 
aflame an entire lifetime of  
caring about what other peo-
ple think of  her.

Through a series of  bite-
size glimpses into her life 
as a child persuaded by her 
mother to try auditioning 
for commercials to her pres-
ent-day adulthood as a retired 
actor, McCurdy lays bare the 

oft-gossiped about (but rarely 
analyzed) rise and fall of  child 
stardom.

Having spent her entire life 
conforming to fit the “ideal 
Jennette” of  her mother, Hol-
lywood and the international 
public, McCurdy unabashedly 
vows to shed her skin and be 
done with pleasing others.

McCurdy is beautifully 
raw, exposing ugly truths 
about abuse, eating disorders 
and addiction in a way that 
is vivid and palpable, not for 
shock value but with no holds 
barred. Her fraught journey 
towards recovery makes her a 
downright unlikable protago-
nist at times, but that’s OK — 
she doesn’t need nor want you 
to like her.

She is allowed to celebrate 
the death of  her mother. She 
is allowed to be ungrateful for 
her acting career. She is al-
lowed to be indelicately crude, 
brutally honest and exquisite-
ly real.

As someone who grew up 
watching the shows that cata-
pulted McCurdy to fame, it is 
difficult at times to rationalize 
the trauma she experienced as 
a child actor with the love I 
have for the media that raised 
me. 

It’s impossible to watch 
iCarly now without thinking 
about how just behind the 
façade of  the brusque and 
gluttonous Sam lies a young 
girl who hated her body and 
was being manipulated by 
nearly every adult in her life. 

This book has forced me 
to recontextualize the stories 
of  other child stars, especially 
those who have gone through 
ugly, public breakdowns. 

Who failed to protect 
them as they sacrificed their 
childhoods to make studios 
billions? How can we better 
support those stars in their 
transitions to adulthood in 
order to prevent this endemic 
trauma?

XU actress makes her stage debut

These are all questions that 
McCurdy raises and that we, 
as a culture obsessed with me-
dia, should certainly grapple 
with; still, she doesn’t pretend 
to know the answers or ex-
pect them from anyone else. 
She doesn’t tell her story as 
someone who has unlocked 
the five easy steps to recovery 
and happiness, but as someone 
who is only part of  the way 
through a lifetime journey of  
self-rediscovery.

“I’m processing not only 
the grief  of  my mom’s death, 
but the grief  of  a childhood, 
adolescence and young adult-
hood that I feel I have never 

truly been able to live for my-
self,” McCurdy writes in the 
closing chapters of  her mem-
oir. “It’s difficult, but it’s the 
kind of  difficult I have pride 
in.”

I’m Glad My Mom Died is 
certainly not meant to be an 
inspirational self-help book, 
but McCurdy’s journey to un-
abashedly reclaim her public 
image and allow herself  to 
be marvelously selfish is truly 
beautiful. 

It’s not a light read, but a 
necessary one for anyone who 
needs to flip the bird to soci-
ety’s expectations every now 
and again.
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• Harry Styles affirmed his privacy in re-
sponse to accusations of  queerbaiting 
in Rolling Stone’s most recent cover 
story (Aug. 22).

• Paul Rudd is set to join season three of  
popular Hulu show, Only Murders in the 
Building (Aug. 23).

• Barbie Ferreira announced her depar-
ture from HBO hit Euphoria (Aug. 24).

• Taylor Swift became the first ever artist 
to win three “VMA Video of  the Year” 
awards and announced the release of  a 
new album this October (Aug. 28). 

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON

Mamma Mia! as Lisa. This 
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Ohio Hall of Shame 
New Inductees 
to Ohio Hall of 

Shame 

The Unofficial 
Official Ohio Sports

Horoscopes

1. No professional Cleveland sports team has won a championship in the last 52 
years. 

2. �e Browns have never been to the Superbowl. �e Bengals have never won a 
Superbowl. 

 3. �e Reds have not been to the World Series since 1990. �ey have not been to 
the playo�s since 2012. 

4. �e Cleveland Guardians have the ��h-lowest attendance in the MLB. 
5. Jimmy Haslam is one of the key chairs of the Pilot Flying J gas stations. His   

management skills are re�ected in the cleanliness of every gas station bathroom in 
Ohio. 

ABYSMAL OHIO SPORTS FACTS

BY JULIA LANKISCH

If Ohio is good at something, it’s at being the scum of all professional sports in the United 

States. Here are a few horribly notable characters in Ohio sports right now: 

David Bell 

�e Reds under David Bell are the ��h worst team in the MLB, and actually started the year 

with one of the worst records in MLB history. Bell has done a fantastic job dra�ing players 

that no one wants on the team like Aristides Aquino and getting rid of the few reasons for 

hope Reds fans had le�, such as Nick Castellanos, Eugenio Suarez, Jesse Winker and Tucker 

Barnhart. He is a true champion of the people, choosing not to comment about the fact that 

the team president threatened to move the team to a di�erent city when fans complained. 

Now that is what great leadership looks like! 

Eli Apple 

Eli Apple gained his notoriety through two of the most high-stakes errors in Bengals history. 

He alone gave up two touchdowns in Super Bowl LVI, for which Cincinnati will never forgive 

him for. Mike Brown, get rid of him. Not only is Apple awful at his one job to the point where 

his coaches have to move him away from challenging players to cover, but he also talks mad 

trash on Twitter with absolutely no ground to stand on. You really want to pick a �ght with 

Tyreek Hill? Really? �ink that through.

FC Cincinnati’s goalkeepers 

Over the �rst three years of FCC’s time in the MLS, the team let in 35 more goals than would 

have been predicted by Expected Goals data. �eir keepers were also near the very bottom of 

the ranking of all MLS goalies, coming in at the high 70s and 80s out of 89 total goalies. �is is 

the worst goalkeeping performance of any team in the league, and it is not even close. �ank 

the Lord management �nally shaped up and signed an average dude, or we’d be in for another 

season of soul-crushing disappointment. 

Deshaun Watson 

Last and certainly least, we have a certi�able piece of... well, you know what. He is a serious 

downgrade from the previous gem of a quarterback who graced Cleveland with his pres-

ence. He has just been suspended for 11 games for alleged sexual harassment and assault of 

more than two dozen massage therapists. He is a bottom-of-the-barrel human being, which 

Ohio does not need any more of, so we would like to humbly request he move to Alaska or 

something. 

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY

Cornhole

Welcome to Ohio, where we are known as nothing more than the corntopia of the world. One classic sport 

that all Ohioans love to play is none other than cornhole. In cornhole, two sets of two-player teams face o� in 

what can only be described as a bag toss. Each member then tosses little bags �lled with corn kernels onto the 

opposite board. Now, the fun twist comes in with the hole. On either board, there is one singular hole at the 

very top of the board: �at's right, folks, sink it in the hole, and you're golden. It’s corn!

Frolf

Ah yes, throwing a plastic disc, one of Ohio’s favorite pastimes. We’ve all heard of the less-than-stellar 

Ultimate Frisbee teams here at Xavier, but did you know that they o�en play Frolf? Frolf, also known as 

Frisbee Golf, is exactly what it sounds like. People throw Frisbees down yards into little stations that catch 

them. Lowest score wins. Frolf is like if golf was a bit less old, the same amount of dads and more athletic(ish). 

Ultimately, Frolf is a staple of the �eld behind Justice Hall, and thus you might as well head to the nearest 

Target and invest in a �ying plastic disc.

Back Porch People Watching

Arguably the most important and iconic Ohio game is the infamous backporch people watching. Allow me to 

set the scene: Your neighborhood is throwing a block barbeque party, and your family is invited. You and your 

family arrive to 50 people walking around and mingling in the backyard. Now here is where the game comes 

in. You and your siblings sit on the porch and just people watch. Oh no! Susan’s arthritis is coming back, Je� 

just lost his job, and Tony has stopped paying child support. �e sheer amount of tea that is unleashed at a 

neighborhood barbeque is truly insane. So, to take it all in, you and your family listen in on all of the mid-life 

crisis drama. 

Aries: ask your gym crush out. �ey’re going  to say yes. 

Taurus: Lonely? Try a FWB. Furries Wearing Beanies always make you look stylish by comparison. 

Gemini: Print your Spanish homework. 

Cancer: Make your bed this Labor Day weekend. You have the time. 

Leo: Try taking cold showers. It’s way better for your hair. 

Virgo: If you had a bad day, go listen to the "Corn Kid" song on TikTok. 

Libra:  Hot girl walking is the new Chloe Ting. Go take a walk.

Scorpio: �e stars are saying your Air Force 1’s need to go. 

Sagittarius: �e taco line in the Caf is so good; please go try it. 

Capricorn: If you’re mourning the loss of the sushi place in GSC, you’re the only one. I have no consolation for you. JERSEY MIKES, BABY! 

Aquarius: If you’ve been hating on pumpkin spice, stop. Open your heart to Christian girl autumn joy. 

Pisces: Take more pictures. Hold on to the memories, and they’ll hold on to you...or something like that. 


