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SGA and Eigel Center partner to search for a student Community Ambassador

New role aims to pop “Xavier bubble”

The Student Government 
Association (SGA), in con-
sultation with the Eigel Cen-
ter for Community Engaged 
Learning, is launching a new 
student Community Ambas-
sador position.

The student selected for 
the position will work with 
the neighborhoods surround-
ing Xavier and serve as a point 
of  contact for residents and 
community leaders. The Com-
munity Ambassador will also 
coordinate community-build-
ing initiatives throughout 
the year designed to increase 
communication and collabo-
ration between Xavier and its 
surrounding communities. 

SGA President Annalese 
Cahill believes this program 
will continue ongoing work 

to pop the “Xavier bubble,” a 
term used to describe Xavier’s 
closeness to the communities 
surrounding it. 

“While there is often con-
sensus that Xavier exists 
within this ‘bubble,’ there is 
a misconception that Xavi-
er has done nothing to build 
relationships with surround-
ing communities,” Cahill said. 
“The Community Ambassa-
dor position is yet another 
step to improve these rela-
tionships from years prior by 
engaging more students in 
local government, neighbor-
hood relationships and com-
munity building.”

Director of  the Eigel Cen-
ter for Community Engaged 
Learning Sean Rhiney noted 
that these preexisting rela-
tionships will help facilitate 
the ambassador’s work with 
off-campus institutions.

“The students will benefit 
from our existing connectivi-
ty with community leadership 
in nonprofit, neighborhood 
and civic spaces in Norwood, 
as well as training to support 
their successful engagement 
and planning,” Rhiney said.

“I think of  this more as stu-
dent-led relationship building 
— connecting with the assets 
that comprise our off  campus 
communities, fostering posi-
tive and productive commu-
nication and growing oppor-
tunities for our students to 
know their neighbors better 
and vice versa,” he added.

The ambassador won’t only 
focus on connecting with lead-
ers off-campus, though. Rhin-
ey hopes that the Community 
Ambassador can help promote 
inclusive community-building 
efforts through collaboration 
with faculty, staff, other stu-
dents and the community at 
large.

“Unequivocally, one of  the 
ambassador’s charges is to 
engage their classmates with 
external communities to build 

community,” Rhiney said.
A large focus of  the am-

bassadorship will be placed 
on interacting with Xavier 
students to ensure they inter-
act positively with surround-
ing communities. Part of  the 
role is to “encourage off-cam-
pus students to make positive 
contributions in the commu-
nity and discuss and reflect 
on their role as a community 
leader and member,” accord-
ing to the application form.

Cahill described the Eigel 
Center as a crucial partner, 
noting that SGA is excited to 
launch this opportunity soon. 

“The Eigel Center is instru-
mental to Xavier’s communi-
ty relationships, particularly 
with Evanston and Norwood. 
Using the resources and ex-
pertise of  the Eigel Center is 
going to be crucial to the suc-
cess of  the position in its first 
year,” Cahill said.

“The Eigel Center is a pri-
mary resource for advancing 
and coordinating institutional 
resources that support com-
munity-engagement for all 

students,” Rhiney said. “The 
Ambassador represents one 
of  our best assets — our stu-
dents — and I’m looking for-
ward to supporting their suc-
cess and professional growth.”

“The ambassador position 
is an important opportunity… 
and I wanted to fully support 
its institutionalization and 
success. I’m grateful that SGA 
has advanced this opportuni-
ty, and we’ll have a chance to 
support and guide the ambas-
sador’s work,” he added.

SGA and the Eigel Center 
will jointly search for can-
didates and select the future 
ambassador. The selected stu-
dent will receive a leadership 
grant as compensation, fund-
ed by SGA, and is expected to 
work a minimum of  five hours 
per week on program-related 
activities. The Community 
Ambassador will report to 
Rhiney.

SGA and Rhiney hope to 
begin interviews for the po-
sition in September, and stu-
dents can apply online via 
SGA’s EngageXU page. 

BY ETHAN NICHOLS
World News Editor
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The student selected to be the Community Ambassador will receive a leadership grant funded by SGA.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu/community-engaged-learning/index
The Eigel Center expands its student team, adding a Community 
Ambassador  in addition to its roster of Community-Engaged Fellows.



• The City Flea: Peruse 
the outdoor market at 
Washington Park on 
Sept. 17, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Free Shakespeare in the 
Park: Numerous perfor-
mances directed by the 
Cincinnati Shakespeare 
Company can be viewed 
around the city. Learn 
more at their website.

• Cincinnati Wing Week: 
Restaurants across the 
city are offering $7 wing 
specials. Learn more at 
cincywingweek.com.

• Jazz in the Park: Come 
out and enjoy a beauti-
ful park and hear local 
and regional jazz artists 
every Monday at Wash-
ington Park.
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The greater Cincinnati area offers numerous fun events to attend. 

Fun activities throughout Cincinnati

Xavier Student Government Association President Annalese Cahill began working in local politics for 
congressional candidate Kate Schroder and has since worked as an assistant to Cincinnati Mayor Aftab 

Columbus teachers on strike
BY ETHAN NICHOLS

World News Editor
Amidst rising tensions 

between Columbus Public 
School (CPS) teachers and 
board members, the Colum-
bus Education Association 
(CEA) voted to strike on Sun-
day night. 

With 94% of  union mem-
bers voting to reject the 
school board’s last and final 
offer, contracts for all 4,500 
teachers expired at 12:01 a.m. 
on Monday. 

The vote marks the first 
time since 1975 that Colum-
bus teachers have gone on 
strike. 

“It is with a full under-
standing of  the sacrifices that 
students, parents and teachers 
will make together to win the 
schools Columbus students 
deserve that CEA members 
overwhelmingly rejected the 
Board’s last, best and final 
offer tonight and intend to 
strike,” CEA spokesperson 
Regina Fuentes said.

Classes are scheduled to be-
gin Wednesday, being taught 
by substitutes. Some sports 
programs will likely be can-
celed or rescheduled due to a 
majority of  coaching staff  be-
ing teachers. 

 “Tonight’s vote by the CEA 
is incredibly disappointing,” 

the school board described. 
“We are saddened by the un-
fortunate situation our fami-
lies, our community and, most 
importantly, our children now 
face,” a statement read.

Columbus Mayor Andrew 
Ginther said that the union 
and district should continue 
bargaining until a contract 
can be agreed upon. 

“The CEA and the school 
district must return to the 
table and get our kids back in 
the classroom. A responsible 
solution is within reach, but 

only if  negotiations restart 
now,” the mayor said in a 
statement.

CEA members began pick-
eting at 7 a.m. Monday morn-
ing at 20 locations, including 
19 schools and the district’s 
Southland Center.

Union members carried  
pro-union signs stating, 
among other things:

“Columbus students de-
serve: smaller class sizes, art, 
music and P.E.”

“Columbus students de-
serve: a safe place to learn.”

The Lighter Side

Members of Columbus Education Association voted to go on strike.

This year is a midterm elec-
tion year. At the federal level, 
seats in both the House and 
Senate create an opening for 
control of  both chambers to 
switch. However, for people 
like senior Annalese Cahill, 
there is something else on the 
agenda when it comes to this 
election cycle: local elections. 
With offices such as the gov-
ernor of  Ohio, State Supreme 
Court and state legislative 
races on the ballot, local poli-
tics make all the difference. 

Cahill first became involved 
in local politics after intern-
ing in 2020 for Congressional 
candidate Kate Schroder. 

“On the trail, I met then 
Hamilton County Clerk of  
Courts Aftab Pureval,” Cahill 
stated. “We sat down for a cof-
fee, and after the 2020 Con-
gressional campaign, I went 
straight into an internship on 
his mayoral campaign through 
all of  2021.” 

Cahill has continued her 
work in local politics since 
then, primarily working in 
Pureval’s office. 

“I just finished seven 
months of  work as Pureval’s 
assistant. I got to serve in a 
full-time capacity this sum-
mer, and I was immersed in 
everything local politics and 
government. I am now mov-
ing on to a new co-op, but I 

am still staying involved with 
him as much as possible while 
also working to help others in 
the community get elected,” 
she said. 

Cahill’s main responsibil-
ities while working with the 
mayor’s office ranged from 
getting lunch to staffing pol-
icy meetings and interviews. 
Other opportunities included 
meeting local organizers and 

community leaders to help 
promote the mayor’s agenda. 

“[local politics] are the 
most accessible and impact-
ful to everyday life for most 
people. I see local politics as 
the most direct way to engage 
with American democracy 
and impact people in the larg-
est ways,” Cahill said.

On a larger scale, Cahill 

emphasized the continued im-
portance of  local politics.

 “When federal dollars 
pass, they go to the cities and 
counties. Our local officials 
are responsible for the prior-
ities of  an entire jurisdiction 
of  hundreds of  thousands of  
people. It is so crucial that 
these people are chosen wise-
ly,” she said. 

Despite the personal im-
portance of  local politics to 
Cahill, she recognizes it can 
be difficult to stay involved. 
Cahill, a full-time college stu-
dent, acts as Xavier’s student 
body president and is current-
ly transitioning to a new co-
op. 

Cahill prioritizes three 
things to stay in the loop: 
“One is reading the local news 
everyday. Second, I ask any-
one involved in politics I meet 
to get coffee. Third, I take 
time to canvass or phone bank 
once a month for someone.” 
Through creating these types 
of  connections, Cahill allows 
for herself  to be a more edu-
cated, well-rounded political 
individual. 

Cahill knows that in the 
future she will be involved in 
local politics or government. 
“I have never felt so passion-
ate and encouraged by watch-
ing the work of  our incredible 
Cincinnati organizers and of-
ficials. I want to do anything 
I can to support the people 
doing this work to make life 
better for our region.” 

Although the federal elec-
tions may be on the forefront 
of  people’s minds, Cahill em-
phasizes that local elections, 
hold weight. Cahill encourag-
es students to make sure their 
voices are heard in this year’s 
Nov. 8th midterm election at a 
local and federal level, regis-
ter to vote. 
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U.S. & World News@xavier.newswire August 24, 2022 2

This photo and thumbnail courtesy of CEA Union Member Zachary Traxler

Xavier senior worked for mayor
Xavier student Annalese Cahill describes work on campaign, mayor’s o�ce

BY MATTIE CIEPLAK
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This July, I received a per-
sonal invitation from Presi-
dent Joe Biden to attend an 
event at the White House to 
celebrate the passage of  the 
Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act.

I first became involved in 
the gun violence prevention 
movement in 2018 following 
the Parkland shooting. After 
witnessing yet another shoot-
ing involving the murder of  
kids my age, I decided enough 
was enough and got involved. 
I marched, I protested and I 
wrote to my legislators.

In the spring of  2018, I 
began formally implementing 
my own organization in Ohio 
— Students for Gun Legisla-
tion. We later incorporated as 
a nonprofit and expanded na-
tionally.

After meeting survivors 
of  gun violence, I knew that 
it was time for comprehensive 
change as to how we as a soci-
ety view guns. 

When in D.C., I met Biden, 
Vice President Kamala Harris 

and congressional leadership. 
The visit further reinforced 
the idea of  how absolutely 
critical it is to be actively in-
volved. Being oblivious to pol-
itics is dangerous. 

Many choose to simply not 
pay attention to politics or to 
not engage. For decades it was 
considered rude to ask who 
you voted for. This has direct-
ly led to the crises we now 
face. If  we can’t engage in pro-
ductive dialogue get involved 
and take the time to educate 
ourselves, our friends and our 
families, how will anything 
ever change? Young people 
need to get involved, and they 
need to stay involved. 

Gun violence is an issue 
that directly affects young 
people. I can’t tell you what 
was different about the massa-
cre in Uvalde, but thank God 
it was. The era of  “thoughts 
and prayers” is over. 

The Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act was the first 
major piece of  gun violence 
prevention legislation in de-

cades. While we desperately 
need comprehensive feder-
al legislation to address the 
public health crisis that is gun 
violence, it is increasingly dif-
ficult to get this legislation 
passed. Our elected represen-
tatives, on both sides of  the 
aisle, lack the political will to 
fight for universal background 
checks 
and an 
assault 
w e a p -
o n s 
ban. 

That’s why state level elec-
tions are so important. Here 
in Ohio, extremist Repub-
licans have pushed through 
dangerous legislation like 
“Stand Your Ground,” which 
eliminates the duty to retreat 
and allows anyone with a fire-
arm to use their weapon wil-
ly-nilly. These laws are often 
referred to as “shoot first” 
laws. 

With our federal represen-
tatives unwilling to take ac-

tion, it makes clear the need 
to elect gun sense champions 
to the state legislature. Break-
ing the Republican superma-
jority in the state legislature 
will allow us to finally fight 
back against this dangerous 
legislation and enact common 
sense measures supported by 
not only the vast majority of  

O h i o a n s , 
but also the 
vast majori-
ty of  Amer-
icans. 

One of  
the most 

striking things I noticed while 
at the White House was how 
many young people were in-
vited. In 2018, we saw young 
voters show up in historic 
numbers to vote. This fol-
lowed the Parkland massacre 
in which 17 people, the ma-
jority of  which were students 
younger than most of  us, were 
left dead in their school.

Many of  us participated 
in the March For Our Lives 
in 2018, one of  the largest 

protests in American history. 
We have not seen this level of  
youth engagement in decades, 
and it’s inspiring to see so 
many young people advocat-
ing for issues they care about. 

So please, I implore you, 
get involved. Read the news, 
educate yourself  on the is-
sues. Discuss elections and 
issues with your friends. Once 
you identify an issue you’re 
passionate about, start to act. 
Send letters, call your legis-
lators or organize a protest. 
Young voices matter, so make 
yours heard. 

Lessons from the White House

Ethan Nichols is a 
sophomore Philos-
phy, Politics and the 
Public and English 
double major. He is 
the World News Ed-
itor for Newswire from 
Cincinnati.  

The two-party system is a 
fact of  life in America; pol-
iticians are Democrats or 
Republicans. Or at least, to 
have any success, a politician 
must first choose if  they are 
a Democrat or Republican. 

Sure, other political par-
ties exist and are recogniz-
able by name: the Green 
party, the Libertarian party 
or the Socialist party. But, 
no politician identified as a 
member of  any party other 
than the Democrat party or 
Republican party will ever 
be elected in our current 
voting system. As someone 
who identifies more heavily 
with the left, I currently see 
the two American political 
parties as two choices that 
truly do not differ greatly 
from each other. The current 
options are a conservative 
party and an extremist con-
servative party. 

George Washington al-
ways warned against politi-
cal parties, or factions. Oth-
er founding fathers, such as 

Thomas Jefferson, found it 
important to provide citi-
zens with an outline of  is-
sues they may or may not 
agree with. Yes, political 
parties give Americans an 
idea of  what they may want 
to vote for. However, from 
my perspective, political 
parties are no longer just a 
factoid about someone. They 
are categories that now seem 
to blindly guide voters into 
what they think they sup-
port. 

For example, many Re-
publicans would not appreci-
ate the 14 Republican repre-
sentatives who voted against 
healthcare protections for 
veterans. On the flipside, 
many Democrats would like-
ly prefer to see more action 
from our current president 
on issues such as the climate 
crisis, the status of  women’s 
reproductive rights and the 
state of  our Supreme Court. 
Right now, it often feels that 
Biden is making statements 
about such issues as if  he 

does not have the power to 
change them. He sends his 
thoughts and prayers, like to 
the rest of  us, as if  he does 
not have the executive capa-
bilities. 

Gen Z loves politicians 
like Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez. It’s not a coincidence. 
This woman was voted into 
office because she is one of  
us. She doesn’t come from 
money. She has 
student debt. 
She has been 
sexually as-
saulted on the 
streets of  New 
York City. Oh, and she is only 
32 years old. But beyond all 
that, she is willing to admit 
how flawed the Democrat-
ic party is, as well as the 
two-party system entirely. 
To outwardly admit this as 
a politician is very unique. 
Young voters want honesty. 
We have seen the gilded lies 
of  trickle-down economics, 
and we have watched and lis-
tened helplessly in the past 

two presidential elections as 
the oldest possible politicians 
debated over fundamental 
human necessities. We want 
honesty, and we want it from 
people who have not made 
politics their only career and 
livelihood. 

Generally, the expectation 
is for surgeons to retire be-
fore the age of  70. The people 
we trust to shape our physi-

c a l 

health are given a limit. Per-
haps it’s time to put a limit 
on the people we trust to 
shape the health of  this na-
tion as well. Old politicians 
have made their money from 
picking their political party 
and sticking to it — whether 
the politics have aged or not.  
As these old politicians die, 
Gen Z will not vote in simi-
lar replacements. Gen Z will 
move to vote in representa-

tives who speak with prior-
ity of  honesty, in place of  
priority of  money and stay-
ing power. No matter where 
the younger voters identify 
politically, most can agree — 
the two party system leads 
to hatred and keeps the same 
politicians in power. 

As older politicians die, 
the hard and fast two-party 
system will die with them. 
Young voters’ first priority 
is not aligning with a par-
ty; young voters are ready 
to align with the promise of  
change. 

Kayla Ross is a soph-
omore Health Ad-
ministration Services 
major. She is the 
Back Page Editor for 
Newswire from Akron, 
Ohio.

Aging out of the two-party system

We have seen the gilded lies 
of  trickle-down economics 
and watched helplessly in 
the past two elections

With our federal representa-
tives unwilling to take action, 
it makes clear the need to elect 
gun sense champions to the 
state legislature.
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Xavier women’s soccer starts the season strong 

munication which led to a 
sack in the game.

Joe Burrow’s appendec-
tomy: Following an out-
standing sophomore cam-
paign in which he led the 
Bengals to the Super Bowl, 
little seemed to stand in the 
way of  quarterback Joe Bur-
row continuing to dominate 
as one of  the NFL’s premier 
signal callers. As it often 
does, injury struck Burrow 
at perhaps the worst time it 
could have — right before the 
beginning of  training camp. 
After feeling some discom-

fort, Burrow was rushed into 
surgery to remove his appen-
dix on July 26. His recovery 
has gone smoothly, and the 
NFL world can breathe a sigh 
of  relief  as Joe Burrow re-
turned to practice Aug. 14.

Rookie first impres-
sions: Throughout training 
camp, several rookies from 
this year’s draft class have 
emerged as standout players 
already. Volson’s improve-
ments are well documented, 
but he is far from the lone 
candidate. First-round pick 
Dax Hill has displayed enor-

mous potential at the free 
safety spot, playing in Bates’ 
absence. Hill showed off  his 
athleticism, making an in-
credible diving interception 
against the New York Giants 
quarterback Daniel Jones in 
Cincinnati’s second presea-
son game. Late-round selec-
tion Jeffery Gunter has also 
played well throughout train-
ing camp as he fights for a 
spot along an already loaded 
defensive line.

NFL Top 100: As the NFL 
continues to release its Top 
100 Players list for the up-

Four Bengals training camp takeaways

coming 2022-23 season, four 
Bengals have found them-
selves on the list. At number 
78, veteran pass rusher Trey 
Hendrickson earned his nod 
by recording 14 sacks last 
year and 13.5 the year before 
that. At number 38, running 
back Joe Mixon found his way 
onto the list after his first Pro 
Bowl appearance last year. 

Finally, inseparable quar-
terback and wide receiver duo 
Burrow and Ja’Marr Chase 
landed at ranks 21 and 24 on 
the NFL’s Top 100 List, re-
spectively.

Following a narrow 1-0 season opening victory over the  Western Kentucky Hilltoppers, Xavier women’s soccer ended its second match of 
the week in a scoreless tie versus Ohio University. The Musketeers surrendered a grand total of zero goals  in 180 grueling minutes of action.

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

The middle of  August, 
also known as the dog days 
of  training camp in the NFL, 
is the time of  the year that 
often determines the level 
of  success any given fran-
chise is going to have in the 
upcoming season. Nagging 
injuries from long practice 
days, contract hold-outs and 
inadequate coaching threaten 
to derail teams as they aim to 
make a Super Bowl run. With 
an opening Sunday home ri-
valry game against the Pitts-
burgh Steelers on Sept. 11 
approaching, it’s now the 
time to analyze the four major 
storylines emerging from the 
Bengals’ training camp.

Position battles: Though 
much of  the starting rotation 
on offense, defense and spe-
cial teams had already been 
decided heading into training 
camp, two major position bat-
tles are still underway. First 
is the Bengals’ conundrum at 
left guard, where former sec-
ond-round pick Jackson Car-
man finds himself  at risk of  
losing his starting job to late-
round rookie Cordell Volson. 
Following an abysmal first 
preseason game performance, 
Carman did not play in the 
Bengals’ second preseason 
tilt Sunday against the Gi-
ants. Taking his place, Volson 
had a very solid performance, 
with only one major miscom-

Position battles, rookie standouts, NFL Top 100, an appendectomy and more
BY WILL PEMBROKE
Sports Editor

with a draw in their second 
match of  the season against 
the Ohio University Bobcats. 
The first half  looked strong 
and promising for the Muske-
teers, holding a 4-2 shot ad-
vantage to the Bobcats. They 
were also able to create five 
corner kick opportunities. 
The valiant first-half  effort 
came up short of  a goal, how-
ever. 

Though they left the first 

half  scoreless, the Muske-
teers came out fighting in the 
second. Xavier’s defense re-
mained steadfast, holding the 
Bobcats to just two shots on 
goal for the half.

Graduate student midfield-
er Molly McLaughlin stood 
out for the Musketeers, lead-
ing the way with five shot at-
tempts. She narrowly missed 
on a final-minute line drive 
shot attempt right above the 

crossbar.
Xavier’s mighty defense 

has gone 180 minutes with-
out allowing a goal this sea-
son. Coach Lie, in a post-
game interview, commended 
the defense.

“No one is playing out of  
the back with us. If  you want 
to, good. I dare you,” Lie chal-
lenged.

The Musketeers took com-
mand of  the draw with a 15-4 

advantage on overall shots. 
They defeated the Bobcats 
in shot advantages, both on-
goal and corner kicks. Xavier 
came out of  the match ranked 
number 24. 

“Right now we need a lot 
more in that final third,” Lie 
said of  possible future im-
provements. 

Xavier women’s soccer 
will take on Louisville in their 
next match on Thursday at 

Remaining undefeated this 
season, Xavier women’s soc-
cer ended their match in a 
draw versus Ohio University 
last Sunday.

Women’s soccer began 
their season with a 1-0 victo-
ry against the Western Ken-
tucky Hilltoppers. The first 
half  of  the match proved to 
be a strong one for Xavier, 
finishing with a shots-on-
goal advantage of  8-2. The 
Musketeers finally scored in 
the 44th minute with junior 
forward Grace Blumfeldt 
finding junior forward Sim-
one Rivard-Roberts to take 
the lead. 

The Musketeers’ second 
half  was as offensively and 
defensively dominating as the 
first, holding the Hilltoppers 
to just two shots on goal. 
By match’s end, Xavier came 
out on top with a 13-4 shot 
advantage. Freshman goal-
keeper Maria Galley made 
her Xavier debut with four 
saves. Rivard-Roberts scored 
her first goal as a Musketeer 
and Head Coach Nate Lie ad-
vanced to 4-2 in season open-
ing games as a head coach at 
Xavier.

The women’s soccer 
team’s momentum continued 

BY MARTY DUBECKY
Digital Communications      
Manager 

Coming off of a 23-20 loss in Super Bowl  LVI to the Los Angeles Rams, the Bengals are running it back with much of the same roster from the 
2021-22 season.  Star quarterback Joe Burrow recently returned to training camp, having now recovered from emergency appendix surgery.
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

Show Manager
I went into this show blind. 

The only thing I had heard 
about The Band’s Visit came 
from a friend who worked 
in the admissions office who 
said, “It will either be the 
most life-changing musical 
you’ve ever seen or you’ll 
leave halfway through think-
ing it was pointless.”  This 
was a harsh step up from the 
“mixed reception” you usual-
ly hear from these kinds of  
niche musicals.

As soon as the curtain lift-
ed and the show’s arid desert 
set was revealed, I suddenly 
understood the mixed emo-
tions, and I was subsequently 
blown away by the rest.

The impeccable set design 
of  The Band’s Visit is what 
first stuck out. Arid apart-
ment buildings with rusted 
windows and satellite dishes 
jutted high into the rafters of  
the theater. A small concrete 
café plastered with Hebrew 
ads served as the main focal 
point on the stage. 

Of  course, one comes to 
expect such production val-
ue from the Aronoff, but 
you could easily fool me into 
thinking they airdropped a 

chunk of  the Middle East into 
Cincinnati.

 The Band’s Visit centers 
around a group of  Muslim 
musicians from Alexandria, 
Egypt who accidentally wind 
up in the small Israeli village 
of  Bet Hatikva. While there, 
they must stay the night with 
the town’s primarily Jewish 
residents.

 When one imagines what 
a musical about Muslim and 
Jewish people in Israel could 
possibly be about, it’s easy to 
make assumptions. What is 
so touching, then, is that this 
musical subverts those ex-
pectations to deliver a story 

with themes, characters and 
a love that had only ever been 
portrayed by White actors. 
In an industry dominated by 
Whiteness, The Band’s Visit 
truly lets its Arab cast shine.

 From that set up, the story 
delves into three overarching 
tales. Second-in-command Si-
mon (James Rana), with his 
dreams of  becoming a con-
ductor and composer, stays 
with the town bum, Itzik (Clay 
Singer), and his estranged 
wife. The rookie Haled (Ali 
Louis Bourzgui) with his play-
boy aspirations plays wing-
man for resident Papi (Coby 
Getzug). Finally, the band’s 

no-nonsense conductor, Tew-
fiq (Sasson Gabay) stays with 
the equally-cold café owner, 
Dina (Janet Dacal), as they 
discover more about them-
selves and each other on their 
night out on the town.

 While the entire cast ooz-
es charm and talent, it is truly 
Gabay and Dacal who were 
the stars of  the show. Not 
only was Tefwig and Dina’s 
story the best of  the three, 
but with every line you could 
hear one swallow their feel-
ings for the other, burdened 
by fears of  their past lives. 

You start to feel the heat 
of  the Israeli desert mesh 

with the warmth they begin 
to exude for each other. They 
are both the best thing for 
each other, but at the absolute 
worst time.

 The Band’s Visit is a painful-
ly realistic look into love and 
its challenges. With stunning 
and gut-wrenching songs like 
“Omar Sherif ” and “Some-
thing Different,” we start to 
see Tewfiq and Dina realize 
that they are just a fleeting 
moment. 

It all culminates with the 
chorus-driven “Answer Me,” 
just as symbolically as the 
dawn breaks and the town’s 
cycle begins anew, Tewfiq 
and Dina snap into reality 
and come to the crushing re-
alization that love does know 
bounds.

It truly is a shame that The 
Band’s Visit isn’t more recog-
nized than it is. If  not for its 
stellar story, music or tech-
nical work, then it should at 
least be praised for the leap it 
has made for Arab representa-
tion in theater. 

Give this one a chance if  
you’re in the mood for some-
thing different and aren’t 
afraid to be disappointed by a 
love story. And whatever you 
do, be sure to stick around af-
ter the first curtain falls.

“Scamilton” �aunts copy-
right and faces outrage

BY MORGAN MILES

A church fellowship in 
Texas has gone infamously 
viral for its Christian rendi-
tion of  the Broadway musical 
Hamilton.  

In McAllen, Texas, The 
Door Christian Fellowship 
Ministries staged an unautho-
rized production with notable 
faith-based editing of  original 
songs from Hamilton. Kicking 
off  the beginning of  August, 
the production — dubbed 
“Scamilton” in critiques and 
memes receiving millions of  
views on TikTok and oth-
er social media platforms — 
broadcasted on YouTube and 
had free tickets available on 
Eventbrite for the public.  

Since Hamilton is still per-
formed live today, and the 
production team didn’t give 
permission to the church, the 
Door Christian Fellowship 
Ministries and co-producer 
RGV productions are facing 
legal consequences. 

Churches have an exemp-
tion that allows performances 
of  copyrighted music during, 
or related to, religious ser-
vices. The exemption, howev-
er, does not include streaming 
or distributing the perfor-
mance in any way, shape or 
form. 

Shane Marshall Brown, 
a spokesperson for Hamil-
ton, claimed that no ama-

teur or professional license 
was granted to the church. 
A cease-and-desist letter re-
garding unauthorized intel-
lectual property which re-
quires removing the church’s 
production from social media 
was also issued.

The church not only per-
formed without licensure, but 
has also faced public accusa-
tions of  homophobia. The 
church utilized the familiar 
story and music of Hamilton 
to spread the idea of  inherent 
sin in same-sex relationships. 
Roman Gutierrez, a senior 
pastor of  the church, says he 
believes that homosexuals and 
other minority groups are 
welcome to join the church.  

In “Scamilton” there are 
an array of  changes made to 
the original musical that have 

driven listeners to question 
Gutierrez’s statement. At the 
conclusion of  “Scamilton,” 
another pastor’s altar call cat-
apulted the church’s musical 
into fame. The pastor said, 
“Maybe you struggle with 
alcohol, with drugs – with 
homosexuality – maybe you 
struggle with other things in 
life, your finances, whatever, 
God can help you tonight. He 
wants to forgive you for your 
sins.” 

The pastor’s quote has of-
fended LGBT+ communities 
and allies who feel that homo-
sexuality is inappropriately 
equated in the performance to 
diseases like alcoholism. 

Another notable example  
of  text changes is the line, 
“But I’m not afraid, I know 
who I married,” in Hamilton’s 

Arid Arono� aces The Band’s Visit

“That Would Be Enough” be-
ing changed to “but I’m not 
afraid, my hope is in Jesus” in 
“Scamilton”.

Much of  the backlash 
against the unauthorized pro-
duction has stemmed from the 
idea that “Scamilton” subverts 
Hamilton’s themes of  social 
justice. The original show 
made headlines for its race-
blind casting and for featuring 
women characters in prom-
inent roles in a traditionally 
White and male dominated 
story. 

Social media commentary 
has pointed to the irony of  
the anti-LGBT+ sentiment 
in this Chrisitian reinvention 

because Lin Manuel Miran-
da, who created Hamilton and 
starred in the titular starring 
role, has been a vocal ally of  
the LGBT+ community.

While the church has not 
directly responded to criti-
cism of  its production’s reli-
gious content, a pastor from 
the Door Christian Fellowship 
Ministries released a state-
ment apologizing to Miranda 
and others who have contrib-
uted to Hamilton for their in-
fringement of  copyright. 

“Our ministry will use this 
moment as a learning oppor-
tunity about protected artistic 
works and intellectual proper-
ty,” he wrote.

• Little Women actress Florence Pugh 
announced that she and her part-
ner of  three years, actor Zach Braff, 
ended their relationship (Aug. 16).

• After breaking off  their first en-
gagement in 2004, actors Ben Af-
fleck and Jennifer Lopez celebrated 
a star-studded wedding in Georgia 
after officially getting married in 
Las Vegas last month (Aug. 20).

• The first episode of  Game of  Thrones 
prequel House of the Dragon set 200 
years prior to the original series, 
was released on HBO and HBO Max 
(Aug. 21).

A&E SINGLES
BY KATIE SANCHEZ
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sad girl summer 

1. In high school, I:

A.Was involved in theater 

B. Mostly played sports 

C. Didn’t do much, just hung with the popular crowd

2. My ideal Friday night consists of: 

A. Movie night and cookies with friends

B. Staying out until 2 a.m. 

C. Dancing the night away with the girls 

3. My beverage of choice is:

A. Iced tea 

B. Mountain dew 

C. Celsius 

4. I would describe myself as an: 

A. Introvert 

B. Mostly extroverted, but I need down time 

C. Extrovert

5. What’s your go-to class �t? 

A. Sweater, jeans and cute boots 

B. Sweats and a hoodie 

C. Tennis skirt and crew neck 

6. My fave shoes: 

A. Doc Martens 

B. Hey Dudes 

C. AF1’s 

7. What’s your kiss count? 

A. 2

B. I am unsure 

C. 10

If you answered mostly A’s: 

Girl, you’re August. Me, too. You’re chill. You’re everyone’s best friend. I just know you have superior music taste. 

One of these days, we’ll be someone’s �rst choice... right?

If you answered mostly B’s: 

Unfortunately, you’re James. You suck. You are the villain of this story. Don’t lead people on. Tell them what you 

want if you have been hanging out for more than seven days. PLEASE. 

If you answered mostly C’s. 

I aspire to be you. I pretend to be you. You’re Betty. You have it together, you’re bub-

bly, you’re beautiful. Despite all that, a man still found a way to screw you over. 

Aries: “Orange Show Speedway” by Lizzy McAlpine slaps for when you miss that one random �ing that was probably a male manipulator. 

Taurus: Listen to “Mirrorball” by Taylor Swi� in the car on a warm August day. Really feel the part when she says, “All I do is try, try, try.” 

Gemini: “Graceland Too” by Phoebe Bridgers is good for your "leaving home, coming of age moment."

Cancer: “Deja Vu” by Olivia Rodrigo never fails. Scream it while you think about how your ex’s new girl is not as hot as you are. 

Leo: You, my friend, ARE “Summertime Sadness” by Lana del Rey.

Virgo: Breaking up with your highschool partner was hard, but it was the right decision. Listen to “I Lied” by Lord Huron.

Libra: You are a so�ie, and that’s OK. Stream “Everywhere” by Fleetwood Mac, and continue to pretend they love you back. 

Scorpio: Go out with your friends and listen to “Need You Now” by Lady A when the night gets a little long. 

Sagittarius: Listen to “August” by Flipturn. If you like “Someone New” by Hozier, I promise you’ll like this song. 

Capricorn: “Wishful �inking” by BENEE goes hard for when your most recent situationship didn’t work, but you’re not actually that sad about it. 

Aquarius: Listen to “Satellite” by Harry Styles, and then remember that you’re worth more than spinning out waiting for someone. 

Pisces: You were better than them, anyway. Listen to “I Can Break Your Heart Too” by the Aces.

The Legend of 
“august” by 
Taylor Swift

Are you a Betty, 
James or August?

BY ETHAN NICHOLS 

WORLD NEWS EDITOR

As August comes to an end, it seems like the perfect time to take a deep 

dive into a little Taylor Swi� lyrical lore. �e masterpiece of an album, 

Folklore, was immensely successful. Released amid the COVID-19 

pandemic, the song "august" stands out. �e theme of youthful summer 

romance inspires and is interwoven throughout the song. �e voice in 

the song reminisces over memories that revolve around a love triangle 

of sorts. �e narrator, August, falls into a youthful love with James, but 

she eventually comes to realize that James was already involved with 

Betty. As you listen to the song, you can begin to pick up on August 

realizing that there is someone else in the picture when Taylor sings, 

"Cause you weren’t mine to lose." "august" is a love song, but when we 

get into the weeds of the lyrics, we begin to realize there’s more to it. As 

summer slips away, she begins to wonder if he’ll remember her, if he’ll 

call her. August “cancelled plans just in case you called,” meaning she 

waits for James until she �nally realizes that he was never truly hers. In 

reality, there was another girl. August was the other girl. �e song goes 

on to describe how they aren’t truly a couple, as the relationship must 

remain hidden. �is is due to James also being with Betty. She organizes 

herself around him. She prepares her summer schedules around seeing 

him. She becomes truly smitten with James. By the end, August realizes 

that, as summer slips away and the school year begins, James was never 

meant to be with August. Summer was over.

Horoscopes


