
   Volume CIX Issue 4 September 14, 2022 xaviernewswire.com
Fiat justitia, ruat caelum @xavier.newswirePublished since 1915

In this issue...
Opinions, Page 7

World News Editor 
Ethan Nichols urges 
Pres. Biden to cancel 
student debt. 

A&E, Page 10

Guest Writer Owen Barr 
reviews the newest 
HBO series, House of 
the Dragon.

Campus, Page 3

Prof. Sean Rhiney is 
selected as next Gov-
ernment Relations 
Director. 

Sports, Page 8

Burrow struggles 
through picks during 
the Bengals’ season 
opener. 

XU alum highlights new opportunities provided by Center for Innovation
CFI Renovates, Expands O�erings

Center for Innovation 
(CFI) Coordinator and XU 
alum Ben Alegre is excited for 
a new semester with a freshly 
renovated space.  

The CFI seeks to increase 
experiential learning on cam-
pus through the implementa-
tion of  events and programs 
that bring Xavier students 
into the world of  innovation 
and entrepreneurial studies.

Renovations to the space 
were made over the summer, 
and CFI administrators hope 
the changes will boost student 
engagement with the center. 
The building, located across 
from the Book Depot, now in-
cludes spaces for study tables, 
cornhole, breakout rooms and 
televisions.

Associate Provost of  Aca-
demic Affairs Dr. Rashimi As-
sudani oversees the new CFI 
space and seeks to grow cam-
pus involvement in the world 
of  innovation. She offered 
insight into the importance 
of  the new space to the CFI’s 
mission. 

“Innovation and entre-
preneurship, in a very global 
way, intends to equip students 
with that courageous mindset 
where you’re able to challenge 
the status quo,” Assudani said. 
“This space is an avenue for us 
to allow the minds to collide, 
and the students to be with 
each other in an uninterrupt-
ed way and in a psychological-
ly safe space as well.”

Shortly after completing 
his degree in entrepreneur-
ial studies last May, Alegre 
was hired to the new full-time 
position of  CFI Coordinator. 
Serving as the liaison between 
the center and the campus 
community, Alegre hopes to 

increase visibility and campus 
connection.  

Alegre believes that the 
renovated space’s diverse op-
tions will help students from 
more disciplines engage with 
the center. 

“(The CFI) allows me to 
step outside of  the comfort 
zone of  innovation in business. 
We’re trying to introduce it to 
all disciplines — innovation 
in art, music, education and 
healthcare,” he said. 

“It’s allowing me to broad-
en the scope of  what I do 
and to connect with different 
passions and interests for stu-
dents,” Alegre added.

Alegre hopes this goal 
will be furthered by the In-
novation Center Task Force, 
which is composed of  himself, 
Assudani, Williams College 
of  Business professors Mike 
Halloran and Karen Eut-
sler, Director of  the Center 
for Population Health Victor 
Ronis-Tobin and College of  
Nursing professor Shelley 
Hurles. 

The enhanced CFI space 
is already being used for club 
meet-ups, events and study 
rooms. 

“If  you are a student with 
even a hint of  an idea, this is 
where you can come to make 

it a reality,” Alegre said. “We 
are trying to activate and em-
power student clubs to use 
this huge event space…You 
wouldn’t expect it’s here. It’s 
truly a hidden gem around the 
corner.” 

Additionally, the CFI spon-
sors the annual Xavier Uni-
versity Pitch Competition, in 
which undergraduate student 
entrepreneurs pitch product 
ideas to a panel of  judes. 

The CFI is also launching a 
new fellowship pilot program, 
which offers professional de-
velopment funds for student, 
staff  and faculty projects. 
The program will offer up to 

$5,000 in support for selected 
innovative, interdisciplinary 
projects.  Members of  the 
Xavier community can apply 
for this fellowship at the CFI 
website. 

As the center’s resources 
grow, Assudani hopes that the 
CFI can support innovation 
on a scale beyond campus. 

“Our work at the Center 
for Innovation has just be-
gun. We know that Cincin-
nati is emerging as one of  
the top U.S. cities that drives 
innovation… We are looking 
forward to engaging with our 
city to further enhance our re-
gion,” Assudani concluded.

BY OLIVIA VALKNER
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The Center for Innovation underwent major renovations this summer and now features cornhole, study tables and televisions.



Dr. Jason White adds to his already lengthy publication list with a new book
XU Professor Debuts New Publication 

Xavier Department of  Art 
Assistant Professor Dr. Jason 
White has released his first 
book, titled Innovation in the 
Arts: Concepts, Theories, and 
Practices. 

White is also the coordina-
tor of  the arts administration 
minor in the same depart-
ment. He is already an accom-
plished writer, having pub-
lished articles, journals and an 
award-winning play.

“I’ve been involved and 
have had the privilege and the 
pleasure of  being involved in 
the arts... all my life,” White 
said. 

 White’s interest in arts in-
novation began in 2013 when 
he was working on his doctor-
ate at Ohio State University. 

For a large part of  his time 
there, White’s research was 
focused on arts entrepreneur-
ship. His thoughts began to 
shift towards innovation in 
this field, but he says nobody 
was talking about innovation. 

He didn’t officially start 
writing his book until Sum-
mer 2021. 

“I spent pretty much all 
summer knocking this out, 
but it was easy by then, be-
cause I’d had six years to think 
about it,” White noted.

Even with the amount of  
time he had spent contemplat-
ing his book’s concepts, White 
was still challenged in many 
ways when writing it. He real-
ized that there were no books 
prior to his that bridged gaps 

between innovation, entrepre-
neurship, art and art history 
literature. 

“Nobody had come up with 
a formal theory that rational-
ized the concept,” White said. 

He covers three theories 
of  art innovation in his book. 
He also includes a chapter of  
key definitions from the dis-
ciplines from which he pulls 
information in order to make 
his theories easy for anyone to 
understand.

“We need to be able to have 
a conversation and under-
stand each other if  we’re go-
ing to make meaning from the 
work,” he added.

He asserted that this book 
is great for many different au-
diences, including artists, stu-
dents and scholars. 

“You can read this book 
and come away with a great 
understanding of  what inno-
vation in the arts is and isn’t,” 
White said. 

“Overall, I think it will 
enhance anybody’s creative 
practice, because what artist 
doesn’t want their work to 
lead to innovation?”

At times, White described 
writing his book as an emo-
tional roller coaster. Through 
his process, he drew support 
from many people. 

“My lovely wife probably 
knows more about this top-
ic than anyone on Earth,” he 
said affectionately. 

White also worked with 
colleagues from many de-
partments, as his book covers 
many different disciplines. He 
also garnered feedback from 
art institutions that previewed  
his work. 

“I would have never gotten 
there without the support of  
my friends, my wife and col-
leagues,” he said.

“I think for many years, it’s 
going to be considered an es-
sential part of  the curriculum 
for arts, entrepreneurship, for 
arts administration and for a 
diversity of  artistic practices 
as well,” he continued.

White is content to turn 
his main focus to teaching at 
Xavier for the time being. He 
also hopes to recruit more 
students to the new art ad-
ministration minor that he co-
ordinates. 

“We have a wonderful pro-
gram that does a couple of  
unique things that nobody 
else does. They are going to 
make the difference and get 
people a leg up in the job mar-
ket,” White added. 

While he enjoyed writing 
his book, he asserted that he is 
still “kind of  recovering from 
the emotion of  it all.” 

Now, White hopes to re-
lax and enjoy his book’s great 
success for the time being but 
adds that he would love to 
work on more literature in the 
future.

White’s book was published 
by Routledge in their Global 
Creative Economy series. It is 
available in many stores and 
online through Amazon and 
Routledge.

BY ELIZABETH 
FITZGERALD
Guest Writer

Updated Dining Experience Comes to Ho�

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
Assistant Professor of Art and coordinator of the arts administration minor Dr. Jason 
White has released a new book. It is available for purchase on the publisher’s website.

You’ve seen it, and you’ve 
probably tasted it: Hoff  Din-
ing Commons started the year 
off  with updates, and it is just 
getting started. 

Director of  Residential 
Dining Justin Messina, said 
the dining hall team is “really 
just trying to set ourselves up 
for the future,” with new up-
dates and upcoming changes. 

The most prominent 
changes are cosmetic, such as 
the new light fixtures, paint, 
cabinet paneling, art and 
backsplashes behind the food 
stations. Messina hopes to fo-
cus on more of  these changes 
in the year to modernize and 
brighten up the dining hall. 

In this recent wave of  up-
dates, Messina and the XU 
Dining Staff  set their focus 
on food and stations, upgrad-
ing equipment at the home-
style and grill lines. 

The staff  divided the deli 
line into two sections: the deli 
and the cantina station, which 
provides students with ta-
cos and quesadillas. Messina 

thought this was the perfect 
time to take the leap with Jer-
sey Mike’s sandwiches joining 
the Gallagher food line up. 

Pasta line offerings also ex-
panded, introducing weekly 
varieties such as nachos, load-
ed baked potatoes and power 
bowls with grains, dressings 
and vegetables. 

Messina recognizes that 
hosting siminal meals each 
day has the potential to make 
students burn out. He empha-
sized that he is “trying to keep 
things fresh and fun.”

He plans to fulfill this goal 
by introducing more events, 
including a prominent event  
each semester and smaller 
ones weekly. Students have 
already seen the smoke truck 
for the BBQ night as a big se-
mester event and a yogurt bar 
to complement it.

In the near future, the new-
est update will be Babylon 
Farms, which will set up a 
“self-contained grow unit.” 

This unit will use technolo-
gy that will allow staff  to con-
trol water, lights and even nu-
trients on an app as students 
can watch herbs and vegeta-

BY MOLLY DYNDA
Guest Writer

bles grow in Hoff. Messina 
plans to use the basil grown 
for the pizza line, and hope-
fully in some other menus. 

One of  the events to watch 
out for is a cooking class in the 
dining hall for small groups 
of  students. Students will 
learn about some staple dish-
es using vegetables grown in 
the Babylon Farms unit. 

“If  anyone has ideas for 
(events) that they want to 
see, we are happy to hear it 
because, honestly, it makes 
our lives easier… if  we know 
what students want,” Messi-
na said.

Messina and the staff  
utilize the recommendation 
board located next to the dish 
drop-off, the “Happy or Not” 
stand by the exit and want 
student feedback. Staff  goes 
through the ‘Happy or Not’ 
ratings weekly, as are the 
recommendations emailed di-
rectly to them.

Staff  members expressed 
that they  want to know what 
the students who eat in the 
dining hall want to eat and 
provide the tools for student 
feedback.

September 12, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Exercise science professor Dr. Ashley Varol 
discussed the national fitness campaign and 
outdoor classroom project she is heading. 
Possible new additions to campus include a 
fitness court, a fitness studio, outdoor class-
rooms and game tables.    
   

• The five senate vacancies were filled by 
appointees Kayla Ross, Spencer de Tenley, 
Noelle Delumpa, Thomas Wood and JD 
Hoffacker.      
      

• The Campus On and Off  Living Commit-
tee, led by Sen. Murphy Penwell, is current-
ly working with Xavier Art Society to ex-
plore campus mural options.    
      

• The Student Organizations Committee, led 
by Sen. Ethan Brosnan, is currently review-
ing several clubs that applied for condition-
al status.

BY CHLOE SALVESON 
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Xavier Smith Center Hosts Journalist for Town Hall

Sean Rhiney, a current 
professor in the Philosophy, 
Politics and Public (PPP) pro-
gram and director of  the Ei-
gel Center, has been chosen to 
become Xavier’s new govern-
ment relations director.

Xavier’s government rela-
tions director plays a role in 
representing the University 
regarding government policy 
on the local, state and federal 
levels. 

Rhiney officially began his 
role on Monday but continues 
to aid in the transition out of  
the Eigel Center as it looks for 
a new director.

In addition to this new role, 
Rhiney will gain increased re-

sponsibilities within the PPP 
program. This will include 
teaching sophomore-level 
PPP courses and heading stu-
dent workshops and trips. 

Dr. Timothy Brownlee, di-
rector of  PPP, highlighted 
some of  the strengths Rhiney 
has for the position. 

“He knows and under-
stands what the program is 
about and what our students 
need, and he’s developed 
unique opportunities for our 
sophomore-year students,” 
Brownlee said. 

Rhiney is not new to the 
PPP program and knows 
his way around political and 
law-centered classrooms. Pri-
or to coming to Xavier, Rhin-
ey was an academic director 
focusing on government and 

BY EMILY CROFT public interest law and an ad-
junct faculty member at the 
University of  Cincinnati Col-
lege of  Law. 

There, he began to meet 
students who had been PPP 
majors at Xavier for under-
graduate work. 

“They were so inquisi-
tive and professional, and I 
thought to myself, ‘What is 
this major that didn’t exist 
when I was there?’” Rhiney 
said.

Within his Xavier teach-
ing career, Rhiney has already 
played an important role in 
the PPP students’ sophomore 
year, when students pick be-
tween the law or campaign 
blocks to participate in for the 
year. 

Rhiney has taught on the 
law side of  the program for 
the last three years and has 
created several new initiatives 
for the students. 

“I couldn’t imagine a bet-
ter set of  new opportunities 
for our students than the ones 
that he’s developed through 
the Civil Society and Govern-
ment course,” Brownlee said.

Looking forward to the 
PPP program, Rhiney an-
ticipates ways to continue to 
better the program with its 
internship opportunities. 

“We want all students in 
PPP spending time doing 
things that help them discern 
what’s next but in spots all 
over the country,” he said.

In his new role, Rhiney will 
also cover alumni relations. 

“It’s not just the PPP pro-
gram that I get to be a part 
of  that’s so wonderful, but 
it’s the opportunity to elevate 
and support our colleges and 
the faculty that guide those ef-
forts,” Rhiney stated.

Going into this position, 
Rhiney is eager to get to work 
with students, faculty and 
alumni of  the Xavier commu-
nity. He continued to marvel 

at how “the ethos of  social 
justice runs across all pro-
grams here at Xavier.” 

Once a Musketeer himself, 
Rhiney is excited to see the 
changes that have occurred on 
campus and in the culture. 

“What’s next for Xavier is 
very important and how we 
cement this national reputa-
tion we’ve cultivated,” Rhiney 
said.

Professor Sean Rhiney has been selected for government relations position
Prof. Rhiney Revives Campus Role

Campus News

Xavier’s Smith Center in-
vited Wall Street Journal 
(WSJ) editorial writer Kim-
berly Strassel to speak to stu-
dents, staff  and donors last 
Wednesday in a keynote titled 
“The Resurgence of  Social-
ism.”

Strassel began her career 
in journalism in Brussels be-
fore making her way to Lon-
don and eventually landing in 
New York. She has worked at 
WSJ since 1994.

Before she was in the field, 
Strassel received her bache-

lor’s degree in public policy 
and international affairs from 
Princeton University. In 2014, 
she was a Bradley Prize recip-
ient and the author of  two 
New York Times bestsellers.

As a precursor to the event 
on campus, students from the 
Smith Scholars honors pro-
gram met with Strassel to ask 
her questions prior to the key-
note presentation. 

Strassel divulged some of  
her thoughts on capitalism 
and her career as a whole. 
She referred to her career as 
a “craft” or a skill. She con-
tinued that there is a formula 
to writing a good editorial or 

BY TREVOR TIEMEYER

news piece; for her, the main 
component is practice.

Additionally, Strassel in-
sisted on the importance of  
reading. As a part of  her job 
and for fun, she said she read 
two to three books per week. 

During the keynote, Stras-
sel laid out her thoughts on 
how and why socialism is a 
popular movement in modern 
times and why she believes 
that it should not be the fu-
ture of  America. Strassel be-
gan by defining America as a 
constitutional republic, and 
that it can never be socialist 
at its core. 

As a limited government 
developed and built around 
capitalism, countless laws and 
documents would need major 
amendments for anything 
that resembles socialism to 
take hold.  

According to Strassel, 
socialism feeds off  people’s 
emotions and their notions of  
“fairness.” She believes that 
because socialism feeds off  of  
emotion, it is easy to explain 
and sell. 

Strassel also sought to 
demonstrate how socialism 
fails in practice. Her main 
examples of  the poor perfor-

mance of  socialism were Swe-
den and Venezuela. 

Strassel went on to quote 
James Madison: “If  men were 
angels, no government would 
be necessary. If  angels were 
to govern men, neither exter-
nal nor internal controls on 
government would be neces-
sary.”

Referring to her belief  that 

no governing body will ever 
tell you its plan to take away 
your freedoms, she claims that 
socialist leaders in America 
are not telling the full story 
of  socialism. She believes that 
the implementation of  social-
ist policies would end up limit-
ing the liberties and freedoms 
of  all Americans, regardless 
of  socioeconomic status. 

Xavier PPP Professor Sean Rhiney has been selected to 
serve as the latest government director for Xavier University.
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Rhiney is a graduate of Xavier University. Prior to working at Xavier,
earned his law degree from Northern Kentucky University.

Photo courtesy of Greg Rust/Xavier University

Kimberly Strassel (right) stands with Williams College of Business Dean 
Tom Hayes (left) during Strassel’s keynote at Xavier last Wednesday.

Photo courtesy of Williams College of Business

Wall Street Journal journalist Kimberly Strassel addressed a crowd of 
Xavier students, faculty and staff in  Cintas Center last Wednesday.

Photo courtesy of Williams College of Business
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Liz Truss has become the new Prime Minister of Great Britain, winning 
57% of the Conservative Party vote to replace Boris Johnson in his role.

City Council Proposes Reforming Pocket Veto
BY JAKE GALVIN

Guest Writer

The Cincinnati City Coun-
cil voted 8-1 last Friday 
in favor of  putting Mayor 
Pureval’s pocket veto on the 
ballot this November. 

A pocket veto is a measure 
used by presidents, governors 
and mayors that prevents leg-
islation from passing by not 
signing it or recommending it 
to the next stage of  govern-
ment. Instead of  officially ve-
toing the measure, the execu-
tive puts it into their “pocket” 
then proceeds to not sign it. 

If  passed by the voters, this 
legislation would require the 
mayor to refer legislation to 
the council within four sched-
uled meetings. This period 
of  four meetings would give 
the mayor time to negotiate 
with council members about 
disagreements surrounding 
parts of  a bill. In the event 
that the mayor does not refer 
a bill after four council meet-
ings, the city council clerk will 
be given the authority to give 
the bill to the council, effec-
tively bypassing the mayor.

This legislation comes sev-
en years after the Charter Re-
view Task Force recommend-
ed eliminating the pocket veto. 

Since then, there has been 

much controversy over the 
role of  the pocket veto in city 
politics. In June 2015, Cin-
cinnati mayor John Cranley 
threatened city council with 
the possibility of  a pocket 
veto if  they made changes to 
the proposed city budget for 
that year. 

That led to vice mayor Da-
vid Mann negotiating with 
Cranley and striking a deal 
that didn’t dissolve the pocket 
veto but it would instead give 
Cranley the option to use a 
line item veto on the budget. 

While the pocket veto ig-

nores legislation instead of  
actively vetoing it, the line 
item veto allows the mayor 
to go through the proposed 
budget and veto specific 
clauses while passing others. 

However, current Mayor 
Aftab Pureval has stated that 
he has no intention of  using 
the pocket veto during his 
time as mayor and has aligned 
himself  with the council on 
this issue. The only disagree-
ment about this legislation is 
the time in which the mayor 
should be required to submit 
legislation to the council. 

Mayor Aftab Pureval agrees with Cincinnati City Council that the pocket veto should be reformed to prevent mayoral abuse. Council voted 8-1 to 
put the pocket veto on the ballot this November. Any registered voter in the City of Cincinnati is eligible to vote on the matter on or before Nov. 8.

@xavier.newswire

The United Kingdom un-
derwent dramatic changes last 
week. On Tuesday, Sept. 6, 
Thatcherist Liz Truss was ap-
pointed prime minister replac-
ing a resigning Boris Johnson. 
Two days later, Queen Eliza-
beth II died at the age of  96, 
ending her 70-year reign as 
Queen of  England. Her son 
Charles now takes her place as 
King Charles III at age 73.

Both the new king and 
prime minister addressed 
the public in the wake of  the 
Queen’s death. Truss spoke 
to Parliament just hours after 
her death, saying the Queen 
was “one of  the great leaders 
the world has ever known” 
and that the U.K. was a great 
country “because of  her.” 

King Charles addressed the 
country last Friday.

 “Her Majesty The Queen-
-my beloved mother--was an 
inspiration and example to 
me and to all my family, and 
we owe her the most heartfelt 
debt any family can owe to 
their mother for her love, af-
fection, guidance, understand-
ing and example, he said.

Truss, formally a Liber-
al Democrat before a party 
switch in 1996, is considered 
by many to share a striking 
resemblance in policy to for-
mer Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, whose policy helped 

shape the Conservative Party. 
Truss seems eager to assume 
a similar mantle, continuing 
the political philosophy of  
low-tax, high-growth eco-
nomic liberalism -- deemed 
“Thatcherism,” and is also set 
to continue several populist 
philosophies implemented by 
her predecessor Boris John-
son.

Truss made history in the 
construction of  her cabinet, 
with none of  the four “great 
offices of  state” being held 
by a White male for the first 

time ever as The Prime Min-
ister appointed three individ-
uals from minority groups. 
Kwasi Kwarteng as Chancel-
lor, James Cleverly as Foreign 
Secretary and Suella Braver-
man as Home Secretary. 
Truss’ press secretary said the 
changes would unify the Tory 
party. However, despite all 
members of  Johnson’s cabi-
net that backed her rival Rishi 
Sunak have been purged from 
their positions, causing criti-
cism from Tory politicians.

This dramatic transition 

of  power comes in a time of  
economic crisis. In August, 
the inflation rate for GBP 
rose above 10% for the first 
time since 1982, and ener-
gy bills were projected to 
breach £3,500 a year. In re-
sponse, Truss put into place 
a nationwide pause on ener-
gy bill rates set to last for the 
next two years on Thursday, 
a sweeping effort to tempo-
raryily ease the rising cost 
of  living. If  this plan goes 
through, it will be the biggest 
government intervention of  
the economy in decades and 
is projected to cost the British 
Treasury approximately £10 
billion. 

Even so, this price cap 
might not be enough to stave 
off  nationwide energy pro-
tests. The Don’t Pay U.K. 
movement has been gaining 
traction throughout the U.K. 
in response to inflation, where 
almost 200,000 people have 
pledged to not pay their ener-
gy bills on Oct. 1. Lewis Ford, 
the organizer of  this move-
ment, spoke to national news 
after the announcement of  
the rate freeze: “We are call-
ing for 2021 levels... A lot of  
people are going to be com-
pletely unable to afford this.” 

The price cap for energy 
bills in Oct. 2021 was £1,277 
a year.

“I will deal hands on with 
the energy crisis forged by 
Putin’s war. I will take action 

this week to deal with energy 
bills and to secure our future 
energy supply, by delivering 
on the economy, on energy 
and on the NHS...” Truss said.

Truss announced a pack-
age of  long-term measures 
to combat the economic crisis, 
including the acceleration of  
nuclear power plant projects 
and increased licensing of  
oil drilling. Truss also an-
nounced her intent to lift the 
ban on fracking, which was set 
in 2019 to preserve the integ-
rity of  the countryside and 
limit the risk of  earthquakes. 
This package has drawn wide-
spread political backlash, most 
notably from Truss’s chancel-
lor Kwarteng.

Queen Elizabeth’s funer-
al will be held on Sept. 19 at 
Westminster Abbey. The cor-
onation of  King Charles III 
has yet to be announced but 
will likely not happen for sev-
eral months. When it does, 
the national anthem will be 
changed to “God Save The 
King” for the first time since 
1952.

“Our country was built by 
people who get things done. 
We have huge reserves of  
talent, of  energy and deter-
mination. I am confident that 
together, we can ride out the 
storm. We can rebuild our 
country and become the mod-
ern, brilliant Britain that all 
you know we can be,” Truss 
said.

U.S. & World News4 September 14, 2022
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Keating said. 
“With this amendment, 

we are creating an explicit 
timeline that myself  and all 
our city leaders from now 
into the future would be held 
accountable,” Pureval said.

“This is the best time to 
do it because the mayor and 
council have a good relation-
ship. It’s not being done out 
of  any personal vindictive or 
slight to the mayor,” Coun-
cilmember Mark Jeffreys said.

This measure will be on 
the ballot on Election day, 
November 8th. 

Councilwoman Liz Keat-
ing introduced a similar mea-
sure concerning the pocket 
veto, with it giving the may-
or a negotiating period of  
two meetings instead of  four. 
Keating wanted both her ver-
sion and the original version 
on the ballot box this Novem-
ber; however, in a vote of  8-1, 
the Council decided to post-
pone Keating’s version. 

“I would like to throw it out 
there that it wouldn’t hurt to 
give the voters the opportuni-
ty to decide what they think 
is better — two versus four,” 

Queen Dies as Truss Takes O�ce
With major overhaul in leadership, England faces changes and turmoil

BY PATRICK GAINOR
Guest Writer
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Journalist Killed by Gun�re in Israel
Shireen Abu Akleh, a Pales-

tinian-American journalist for 
Al Jazeera, was killed on May 
11, 2022, while reporting on 
a morning military raid tak-
ing place at the Jenin refugee 
camp in Palestine. Abu Akleh 
and other journalists wore 
protective gear —which con-
sisted of  a helmet and a blue 
vest painted with large, white 
letters spelling “PRESS” —
they were fired at by an Israe-
li army convoy standing 200 
meters away.

Abu Akleh and Ali 
al-Samoudi, an Al Jazeera pro-
ducer from Jenin, were both 
injured. Samoudi was shot in 
the back while running from 
the gunfire, while Abu Akleh 
died upon receiving a fatal 
shot to the head.

This encounter has stirred  
much international controver-
sy, raising concerns regarding 
the safety of  journalists re-
porting events with military 
involvement. 

Since 2000, the Palestin-
ian Journalists Syndicate has 
reported that at least 46 Pal-
estinian journalists have been 
killed by Israeli forces in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Initially, Israeli govern-
ment officials claimed that 
Abu Akleh was likely killed 
by armed Palestinians. Pal-
estinian officials claimted the 
only Palestinian soldiers near-
by were on the other side of  
the convoy, nearly 300 meters 
away, and the journalists and 

Palestinian militants were 
separated by buildings. some, 
witnesses claim there was no 
gunfire until after the first 
shots were fired at the jour-
nalists reporting the raid.

After the shooting, Israel 
requested to open a joint in-
vestigation with the Palestin-
ian government. The Pales-
tinian Authority declined to 
join or relinquish the bullet 
that killed Abu Akleh to Isra-
el for ballistic analysis. Israeli 
representatives also extended 
an invitation to the U.S. to 
join this investigation.

Palestinian authorities 
turned down the offer, accus-
ing Israeli militants of  target-
ing Abu Akleh and claiming 
that the investigation could 
not be trusted if  they were 
conducting it themselves. 
This allegation is rooted in 
the fact that Abu Akleh was 
well-known for her Palestine 
centric news coverage; with 
25 years of  experience, Al Ja-
zeera and the Palestinian Au-
thority believe the shot was 
intentional.

Palestine sought to conduct 
a “pure, professional investi-
gation,” and avoid a lengthy 
investigative period, accord-
ing to a spokesperson for 
President Mahmoud Abbas.

Al Jazeera Media Network 
also holds the Israeli militants 
at fault for the death of  its re-
porter.

 “(They demand) that an 
independent international 
body investigates the assassi-
nation of  Shireen Abu Akleh 

to achieve justice for her, her 
family, and fellow journalists 
around the world,” a public 
announcement read.

Palestinian officials urged 
independent parties to con-
duct their own investigations, 
specifically requesting an 
investigation from the U.S. 
While U.S. government offi-
cials “strongly” condemned 
the incident leading to the 
death of  Abu Akleh, state de-
partment spokesperson Ned 
Price reported that the U.S. 

Juul to Pay $440 Million Settlement After Lawsuit

Electronic cigarette mak-
er Juul Labs agreed to pay a 
$440 million settlement fin-
ishing a two-year-long inves-
tigation backed by more than 
30 states blaming the compa-
ny for the teen vaping surge 
in recent years.

Connecticut Attorney 
General William Tong re-
leased the deal on Tuesday 
as a spokesperson for the 
states and Puerto Rico, which 
joined forces in 2020 in an ef-
fort against Juul Labs’ claims 
that their product was of  a 
safer alternative to smoking. 
According to the statement, 
the states’ investigation as-
certained that the marketing 
practices of  Juul Labs includ-
ed product giveaways, launch 
parties, advertisements and 
social media posts that used 
young models.

The temporary settlement 
forbids the company from 
marketing to teens, falsify-
ing the amount of  nicotine 
in its products and funding 
education in schools. Juul has 
already discontinued a wide 
variety of  their teen-appeal-
ing flavored pods and some of  
the aforementioned market-
ing practices. These previous 

modifications to the company 
came at the height of  outrage 
from lawmakers, parents and 
health experts at the vaping 
crisis. 

“We think that this will go 
a long way in stemming the 
flow of  youth vaping,” Tong 
declared at a news conference 
at his Hartford office.

 “I’m under no illusions and 
cannot claim that it will stop 
youth vaping,” he said. “It 
continues to be an epidemic. It 
continues to be a huge prob-
lem. But we have essentially 
taken a big chunk out of  what 
was once a market leader, and 
by their conduct, a major of-
fender.” 

Juul Labs is not out of  hot 
water just yet, as nine more 
separate state-backed lawsuits 
and hundreds of  personal 
lawsuits come their way.

With the debut of  Juul 
Labs in 2015, teenage use of  
e-cigarettes skyrocketed ul-
timately leading to the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) declaring under-
age vaping among teenagers 
an “epidemic.” 

Juul Labs’ popularity has 
declined as a business since 
2019, when they pulled all 
fruit and candy flavors from 
store shelves. The   costly set-
tlement is dwarfed, though, 
by the Brobdingnagian blow 

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY
Multimedia Manag-
ing Editor

being the FDA’s movement to 
ban all of  Juul Labs’ e-ciga-
rettes from the market. 

Juul Labs’ has since chal-
lenged that ruling in court, 
leading the FDA to reopen its 
scientific review of  the com-
pany’s technology. 

In the wake of  these blows, 
Juul Labs has reformed its 
intended audience to target 
older smokers seeking an al-
ternative, moving away from 
allegedly targeting younger 
individuals with their adver-
tisements.

“We remain focused on our 
future as we fulfill our mission 
to transition adult smokers 
away from cigarettes — the 
number one cause of  prevent-
able death — while combating 
underage use,” the company 
said in a statement. 

Juul Labs’ has agreed to 
forgo a myriad of  marketing 
practices in this reformation. 
These include not paying 
social media influencers, us-
ing cartoons, depicting peo-
ple under 35, advertising on 
billboards and public trans-
portation, and placing ads in 
areas where less than 85% 
of  onlookers are adults. The 
restrictions go further, con-
straining where Juul products 
can be placed in stores and 
mandating age verification on 
all sales. 

has dismissed the request. He 
concluded that Israel had the 
“wherewithal and the capabil-
ities to conduct a thorough, 
comprehensive investigation,” 
though 57 House Democrats 
called for an FBI investigation 
into the matter.

Some groups, including 
Amnesty International, have 
condemned the death.

“Israeli authorities must 
end unlawful killings, willful 
injury, arbitrary arrests, tor-
ture and other ill-treatment, 

persecution and collective 
punishment against Pales-
tinians, including many chil-
dren,“ Amnesty International 
said in a statement.

After the Israeli investiga-
tion was published, the U.S. 
released a statement that Abu 
Akleh was likely killed by 
“unintentional” gunfire from 
Israel. Other independent in-
vestigations, carried out by 
the United Nations, CNN and 
the Associated Press, support 
this conclusion.

BY LANEY KONZ
Guest Writer
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It’s time we talked about 
Don’t Worry Darling. 

I mean, we’ve been talking 
about it for months, but it’s 
time we really talked about 
some of  the reasons behind 
why this movie has become 
the hot topic in pop culture.  

Here’s the rundown: Olivia 
Wilde, director of  Booksmart, 
started directing her second 
film, Don’t Worry Darling 
starring Florence Pugh and 
Harry Styles in October 2020. 
From the beginning, the film 
suffered from setbacks and de-
lays due to COVID-19. Sup-
posed leaks from the set re-
vealed further difficulties.  

Originally, Shia LaBeouf  
was cast in the role Styles 
now occupies. Wilde claimed 
she fired him over his ag-
gressive acting style. She and 
Styles also began dating when 
he joined the cast. 

Rumors came out about 
Wilde being unprofessional 
and spending more time with 
Styles than directing. Rumors 
about tension between Pugh 
and Wilde constantly swirled 
around on the internet. The 
deciding blow came after Wil-
de did an interview with Va-
riety describing how she fired 
LaBeouf  to keep her actors 
and set safe and comfortable. 
LaBeouf  quickly fired back 
with a series of  emails and 
videos sent to Variety, alleg-
ing that he had quit the film 
and that Wilde had begged 
him to stay. 

Here’s what we need to talk 
about: Hatred for Wilde has 
taken over social media since 
the beginning, and while some 
of  the criticism is deserved, a 

lot of  it stems from misogyny.  
We need to look at this 

situation with more nuance 
than we have been. On the one 
hand, Wilde deserves criti-
cism for creating an unsafe 
environment and for any in-
stances of  unprofessionalism. 

On the other hand, people 
were very quick to believe an 
abuser as soon as he confirmed 
what they wanted to believe. 

I watched hatred for Wil-
de begin as soon as she and 
Styles started dating. Theo-
ries of  PR relationships aside 
— and believe me, I take se-
rious stock in those theories 
— fans of  Styles looked for 
any reason to dislike Wilde 
from the start, which says to 
me that they just don’t want 
anyone dating their favorite 
star without their explicit ap-
proval. 

And now, the LaBeouf  is-
sue. In a 2020 lawsuit, singer 
FKA Twigs leveled accusa-
tions of  violent abuse, shoot-
ing stray dogs for character 
preparation and knowingly 
infecting her with an STD 
against the former child actor. 
He recently admitted on Jon 
Bernthal’s podcast that “(He) 
hurt that woman,” as well as 
cheated on every woman he’s 
been with and withheld infor-
mation from his sexual part-
ners about STDs.  

He also admitted that his 
autobiographical film, Honey 
Boy, detailing his childhood 
abuse at the hands of  his fa-
ther, was completely made up. 
He described the screenplay, 
which he wrote for the film as 
“nonsense,” despite advertis-
ing it at the time of  its release 

as the true story of  his child-
hood, and the explanation for 
his strange behaviors.  

Despite all this, people 
jumped at his response to 
Wilde’s claim of  firing him. 
I’m not saying he’s lying. I’m 
not saying that Wilde doesn’t 
d e s e r v e 
criticism 
for want-
ing to 
keep an 
abuser on 
her set, 
especially 
if  it made 
the star of  the film uncom-
fortable. 

I’m saying that people are 
so desperate to feel vindicated 
in their hatred of  Wilde that 
they will cheer on an abusive 
liar and forget all that he’s 
done. 

It speaks to how desperate 
we are to hate women. We 
search for any reason, any 
small hint to their imperfec-
tion as a human being, just to 
feel secure in our dislike.  

And what about the male 
directors that make film sets 
unsafe and 
u n c o m f o r t -
able? Quentin 
Tarantino is 
still working 
today. David 
O. Russell. 
Lars von Tri-
er. Woody 
Allen. Roman Polanski. They 
don’t take over the internet 
with stories of  their abuse and 
tyrannical ways of  directing. 

But we focus on stories like 
Wilde. We root for the come-
back of  the known abuser. 

Hope for the end of  the rela-
tionship between our favorite 
singer and his evil girlfriend. 
We get excited about two fe-
male stars and the drama be-
tween them. 

Catfight, anyone? 
But it doesn’t matter. It 

doesn’t matter 
that Wilde is 
a successful 
female direc-
tor in a field 
run by men. It 
doesn’t matter 
that we actual-
ly should have 

a conversation about Styles 
profiting off  of  the queer 
community without ever actu-
ally claiming them. It doesn’t 
matter that LaBeouf  is try-
ing to make his grand apolo-
gy tour, winning the internet 
over with his comeback to 
the lying director. It doesn’t 
matter that Pugh herself  has 
not commented on the drama, 
has not confirmed nor denied 
anything that happened but 
instead stays above it all. 

It doesn’t matter because 
we want to watch her fail. 

She is not in-
fallible. She is 
imperfect, ca-
pable of  mak-
ing mistakes 
and deserving 
of  criticism. 
But imperfect 
women always 

draw the utmost hatred for 
their imperfections. Amber 
Heard, Taylor Swift, Jenni-
fer Lawrence, Wilde. The list 
goes on. 

They are not perfect, and 
we cannot forgive them for it. 

I don’t think that Wilde 
maintained the safe set that 
she claimed to have created. 
I think she deserves criticism 
for her unprofessionalism. But 
the hatred for her goes far be-
yond criticism. It is a desper-
ate need to see her fail. 

The early reviews for 
Don’t Worry Darling haven’t 
been very good, and people 
take that as confirmation for 
their beliefs that Wilde is evil 
and deserving of  all the bad 
things coming her way. 

What does that say about 
us? About our tendency to 
hold women to an unsustain-
able level of  perfection? And 
when they fail to maintain it 
— because they will fail — we 
turn against them. Men do 
not get the same treatment. 
They never, ever, have. 

Ask yourself  if  you dislike 
Olivia Wilde because of  her 
failures on the set of  Don’t 
Worry Darling, or because you 
were once again convinced to 
hate a woman because she is 
not a perfect woman, and you 
were caught in the internet 
storm against her. 

I think I know the answer. 

Darling Double Standards 

Grace Hamilton is a 
junior political sci-
ence major. She is a 
staff writer for News-
wire from Akron, 
Ohio. 

She is imperfect, capable 
of  making mistakes and 
deserving of  criticism. 
But imperfect women al-
ways draw the utmost ha-
tred for their imperfec-
tions. 

When (women) fail to 
maintain perfection 
— because they will 
fail — we turn against 
them. Men do not get 
the same treatment. 
They never, ever, have. 
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The rising cost of  higher 
education has quickly become 
the defining crisis of  our gen-
eration. 

While many universities, 
including Xavier, continue to 
raise tuition without provid-
ing adequate relief  for low-in-
come and middle class stu-
dents, it has come time for the 
federal government to take 
action to help the millions of  
Americans burdened with stu-
dent loan debt.

At Xavier, our tuition in-
creased by 6% this year, for 
a total of  43.77% increase in 
the past 10 years. Xavier is 
quickly becoming inaccessible 
to many people. 

I, myself, rely heavily on 
scholarships and financial aid 
to afford Xavier. I have been 
very lucky to receive signifi-
cant financial aid. As a Com-
munity Engaged Fellow, I 
commit to 10 hours per week 
of  community service and 
receive a sizable scholarship 

award. Without the fellow-
ship, I would not be here. But 
not every student is that lucky. 

Nearly 48 million Ameri-
cans hold student loan debt, 
and at a time when Americans 
are struggling to make ends 
meet, the Biden administra-
tion announced that they are 
canceling $10,000 in student 
loan debt and $20,000 for Pell 
Grant recipients. 

During the 2020 presiden-
tial campaign, President Joe 
Biden campaigned on full stu-
dent loan debt cancellation. In 
a Medium post, Biden wrote, 
“I propose to forgive all un-
dergraduate tuition-related 
federal student debt from 
two- and four-year public 
colleges and universities for 
debt-holders earning up to 
$125,000, with appropriate 
phase-outs to avoid a cliff.”

Biden has the legal author-
ity to cancel all student loan 
debt via executive action; that 
much is clear. Legal experts 

from Harvard wrote that pro-
posals to cancel student loan 
debt “would be a lawful and 
permissible exercise on the 
Secretary’s authority under 
existing law.”

The decision by the Biden 
administration to cancel just 
$10,000 in student debt is 
clearly driven by a lack of  po-
litical will. 

Full student loan debt can-
cellation was a signature pol-
icy proposal during the 2020 
election and has become a fair-
ly mainstream idea.

Student loan debt cancel-
lation is not the final solution 
to the crisis of  affordability in 
higher education. In the long 
run, higher education will still 
remain inaccessible and too 
expensive for many Ameri-
cans. 

To truly address this, all 
public four-year colleges and 
universities should be 100% 
tuition free for any American 
who wishes to attend, as well 

as technical and community 
colleges.

While the political reality 
is that free public college is 
unlikely, it doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t be advocating for it. 
In the interim, full and unilat-
eral student loan debt cancel-
lation is a reasonable, popular, 
legal and effective way to help 
relieve some of  the burden for 
millions of  Americans. Low 
income and working class 
families are struggling, now 
more than ever. It’s time we 
take action to support them.

Not only is student loan 
debt cancellation the morally 
correct thing to do, but it is 
also a politically popular pol-
icy proposal. Polling shows 
that the majority of  Ameri-
cans support student loan debt 
cancellation. Democrats have 
recently seen major swings in 
polls and are picking up steam 
heading into the midterms. A 
surefire way for Democrats to 
retain control of  the House of  

Representatives and expand 
their majority in the Senate is 
to immediately cancel all stu-
dent loan debt. Democrats can 
win by passing broadly popu-
lar policies supported by the 
majority of  Americans. You 
win by getting things done. 

Now is the time for Biden 
to keep his promises and im-
mediately cancel all student 
loan debt for all Americans.

Stone the Student Loans

Ethan Nichols is a 
sophomore Philos-
phy, Politics and the 
Public and English 
double major. He is 
the World News Ed-
itor for Newswire from 
Cincinnati.  

Brian Miccucci is a 
senior history major. 
He is a guest-writer 
for Newswire from 
Park Ridge Ill.

The Not-So-Hidden Dangers of Andrew Tate
Andrew Tate, profession-

al con artist and misogynist, 
has made waves recently with 
many male audiences. For 
people like me and my friends, 
Tate is a joke. We send his 
insane quotes  in our group 
chats, we laugh at the way he 
needs to make himself  known 
as the top male in the room 
at all times and we know not 
to take anything that he says 
seriously. However, Tate is 
seen as the arbiter of  truth by 
some, and it is important to 
understand what it is they are 
taking to heart.

For starters, his claims 
about women are atrocious. 
He went on the Barstool Pod-
cast, “BFFs,” and argued with 
Dave Portnoy, founder of  
Barstool Sports, about how 
men are inherently smarter 
than women, claiming that it 
is scientifically proven. 

This is just the tip of  the 
iceberg in terms of  misog-
ynistic claims he has made 
and the ideals he carries. He 
claims that 18-and 19-year-
old women are better than 
20 and 21-year-old women 
because they’ve been through 
fewer men. He also claimed 
that women are the financial 
and physical property of  men. 

It does not take long to 

unmask the perverted and un-
couth mind of  Tate. Simply 
Google the question, “Why 
did Andrew Tate move to Ro-
mania?” and you will find a 
slew of  human trafficking and 
rape allegations against him.  

Not only is Tate teaching 
misogynistic tendencies to 
children and young adults, but 
he is also scamming them at 
the same time. Hustlers Uni-
versity is Tate’s attempt at a 
“masterclass” for getting rich 
quickly. For the low price of  
$49.99 a month, you too can 
be among the best in the fi-
nance world. 

All hosted in a state-of-
the-art Discord server, Tate 
promises that most students 
will make their money back 
within a week or two. He has 
several “professors” covering 
myriad different financial av-
enues. There is zero accred-
itation among the 12 people 
making you money.

Personally, I would not take 
financial advice from someone 
with the alt-right mascot Pepe 
the Frog as a profile picture, 
or crypto advice from some-
one whose profile picture is 
the box art for a video game 
called Metal Gear Rising: Re-
vengeance. 

These people have zero 

idea what they are talking 
about, and if  they did at all, 
then Tate would do a better 
job of  showcasing this. At 
its peak, Hustlers Universi-
ty amassed 127,000 students. 
That’s $6.35 million to Tate 
and his cohorts. 

Tate knows his audience 
well and has done a not-so-
subtle job at trying to appeal 
to teenage boys. In the FAQ, 
he addresses the question 
“Does my age matter?” to 
which Tate replies, “It real-
ly doesn’t. Instead of  getting 
the newest video game and 
finding it boring in a week… 
you can shock your parents 
and friends by becoming the 
kid who’s leveling up in real 
life.” 

On his website, he also has 
three video testimonies from 
people who have allegedly en-
rolled in Hustlers University. 

The first video starts with 
how great the program is. 
However, about five seconds 
in, he mentions how the price 
will rise as soon as a certain 
number of  members have 
joined, which is something 
that I have not seen anywhere 
else on this website.

The second video assures 
users that they will make their 
50 dollars back within a few 

days. The person in the video 
even claims that he made his 
back the same day he enrolled. 

Finally, the third video 
stresses the professionalism 
of  Hustlers University. When 
I tried to find who these peo-
ple were to see if  they were 
affiliated with Tate, I found 
that the first video linked 
back to Hustlers University, 
the second video was from 
someone who runs an Andrew 
Tate TikTok fan page and the 
third video was from a seem-
ingly random teenager who 
happens to be a massive Tate 
fan. The site is also filled with 
screenshots from the Discord 
server with people claiming 
that they have made thou-
sands of  dollars from Tate’s 
financial advice. 

Tate has created a mas-
sively successful scam with 
promises of  making people 
rich through several financial 
avenues. 

At his core, Tate is a scam-
mer who pushes his misog-
ynistic tendencies on young 
men who desperately want to 
get laid. 

He is capitalizing on people 
who feel inadequate, prom-
ising them that somehow if  
they start hating women and 
thinking of  them as inferior, 

that their lives will suddenly 
get better. That disrespect is a 
type of  sex appeal. This com-
plete lunacy is what millions 
of  boys and men across the 
U.S. are having ingrained into 
their heads. 

While this is an opinion 
piece, I feel as if  I have stat-
ed more quotes and factual 
evidence than I have used my 
own opinion, because I feel 
like the argument writes it-
self. He is insane. A misogy-
nist. A con artist. A scourge 
on the minds of  young adults 
and teenagers everywhere. 

We can all laugh at Tate’s 
instantly debunked claim that 
Chinese people don’t work for 
non-Chinese people or how 
he would refuse to give some-
one CPR unless they are a 
female, but it is important to 
remember that not everyone 
is laughing. 
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forward and causing the kick 
to go wide left. After another 
arduous Steelers drive, Chris 
Boswell attempted a 55-yard 
field goal, which hit off  the 
left goalpost.

The Bengals once again 
attempted to drive down the 
field, but after Burrow’s sev-
enth sack of  the day and an 
obscure rule about teams re-
covering their own fumbles, 
they were forced to punt. 
This led to Mitchell Trubisky 
marching the Steelers down 
the field and Boswell kicking 
the game-winning field goal.

Despite the late comeback 
to send the game into over-
time, there were questions 

about Burrow’s performance 
and the offensive line allow-
ing seven sacks plague the 
opening week of  this season. 

Burrow acknowledged his 
rough day in a postgame in-
terview: “Obviously you don’t 
want to throw four picks. But 
I never panicked. We stayed- 
even keeled, and we came 
back and put us in position to 
win.”

Burrow finished 33/53 
for 338 yards and two touch-
downs along with those four 
interceptions. Chase had a 
strong game on Sunday, pull-
ing in 10 receptions for 129 
yards and the game-tying 
touchdown. Joe Mixon rushed 

27 times for 82 yards, and 
caught seven passes for an ad-
ditional 63 yards. McPherson 
went two for three on field 
goals, the first of  which was 
made from 59 yards, a new 
franchise record.

The Bengals fell to 0-1, and 
after wins by the Ravens over 
the Jets and the Browns over 
the Panthers, they dropped to 
fourth place in the AFC East. 

They travel to Dallas on 
Sunday to take on the Cow-
boys, who will be without 
Dak Prescott for at least the 
next six weeks, as he recovers 
from a thumb injury suffered 
on his throwing hand early in 
the game Sunday night.

Photo

Bengals Blunders Cost Them a Win

Xavier cross country trav-
eled to the Mark Coogan 
Course in North Attlebor-
ough, Mass. last Saturday for 
the Friar Invitational, hosted 
by Providence College.

The Musketeers competed 
against runners from Con-
necticut, New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island. The hosting 
Providence Friars ran in both 
the men’s and women’s rac-
es, while runners for Rhode 
Island competed only in the 
men’s race. The women’s race 
spanned five kilometers, the 
equivalent of  3.11 miles. 

Lily Tuck of  Providence 
crossed the line first, finish-
ing in a blistering 17 minutes 
and 16 seconds, followed by 
fellow Friar Shannon Lock-
hart and Jenna Zydanowicz 
of  UConn. 

First across the line for 
Xavier was freshman Jamie 
Klavon, who recorded a time 
of  18:30.6, landing her the 
only top 15 finish for Xavi-
er on the day. She completed 
her race about a half-minute 
ahead of  teammates Parker 
Hopkins and Emily Sienna, 
who finished in 18th and 20th 
place, respectively. 

Freshman runnners Eilee 
Ossont and Annie Sinning 

rounded out the Musketeer 
delegation in the day’s first 
race, placing 31st and 32nd 
with only a three second dif-
ference between them. The 
Musketeer effort fell just 
short of  a podium finish, as 
Providence defended their 
home course for a victory, ac-
cumulating 23 points among 
their eight finishers. 

The women recorded a 
first place overall finish at the 
Queen City Invitational host-
ed by Northern Kentucky 
University on Sept. 2. The 
Musketeers will now embark 
on a nearly one-month hiatus 
from competition, returning 

to the course in Louisville on 
Oct. 1. 

The Xavier men took the 
course around 4:15 p.m., di-
rectly following the women’s 
race. Also coming off  a victo-
ry in the Queen City Invita-
tional, the Musketeers were 
anxious to make the jump 
from a 5K to 8K race in North 
Attleborough. Their foes 
came from the same schools 
as the women’s race, with the 
addition of  a fleet of  Rhode 
Island Rams from Brown 
University. 

The Friar Invitational de-
noted the first collegiate start 
for three of  the five men’s 

The Cincinnati Bengals fell 
to the Pittsburgh Steelers at 
Paycor Stadium in one of  the 
most chaotic opening week 
games.

Joe Burrow had one of  the 
worst games of  his career, 
throwing four interceptions 
and losing a fumble. Three 
of  those turnovers happened 
in the first half, making it the 
first time the Bengals turned 
the ball over four times in the 
first half  since 2013. Pitts-
burgh capitalized with 17 
points off  turnovers, includ-
ing a pick-six from safety 
Minkah Fitzpatrick.

The Steelers went into 
halftime with a 17-6 lead, but 
the Bengals slowly fought 
back with a touchdown pass 
to Tyler Boyd in the third 
and a game-tying touchdown 
pass to Ja’Marr Chase with 
two seconds left in the game. 
However, the game-winning 
extra-point attempt by Evan 
McPherson was blocked by 
Fitzpatrick, thereby forcing 
overtime.

After a Pittsburgh punt, 
the Bengals drove down the 
field and lined up to kick a 
29-yard game-winning field 
goal. However, a high snap by 
backup long snapper Mitch-
ell Wilcox led to McPherson 
kicking the ball with the laces 

Five turnovers, two missed kicks were too much for Cincy to overcome versus Steelers

runners, and the new Mus-
keteers fared well, earning 
a third place overall finish. 
First-time collegiate starter 
Aiden Amshoff  placed in the 
top half  of  the field in his in-
augural competitive 8K. 

Promptly after the gun 
fired, Amshoff  found fellow 
Musketeer sophomore Trev-
or Nolan, freshman Jack-
son Triplett and freshman 
Zach Avenel, who stampeded 
through the first mile in under 
five minutes. Amshoff  found 
solace in running alongside 
his Xavier allies, but the pack 
was separated in between the 
second and third mile of  the 

BY BEN DICKISON AND 
LOGAN DAVIS
Guest Writers

contest. 
At that point, Amshoff  re-

called the race becoming “re-
ally tough,” but he was able 
to maintain pace by “latching 
onto guys from other teams” 
and allowing them to “push 
him through until the fin-
ish.” When Amshoff  indeed 
reached the finish line, three 
of  his teammates were there 
to greet him—junior Adrian 
Stuphan (16th place, 25:36.9 
finishing time), Trevor Nolan 
(17th, 25:42.68) and Jackson 
Triplett (20th, 26:09.73). 

Closely following Amshoff  
was Zach Avenel, who placed 
28th with a time of  26:30.76. 
The Musketeers’ efforts 
placed them squarely ahead 
of  Brown and New Hamp-
shire and on top of  a high-
ly-contested battle for third 
with Rhode Island. Provi-
dence (19 total points) and 
Stony Brook (37 total points) 
were dominant on Saturday, 
however, as each of  the top 13 
finishers were either Friars or 
Seawolves.

This meet was a new expe-
rience for all of  the collegiate 
runners. The Mark Coogan 
Course  will play host to 
the Big East Cross Country 
Championships on Oct. 29. 
The Musketeers are focused 
on their upcoming adventure 
down I-71 for the Greater 
Louisville Classic on Oct. 1.

Musketeer Cross Country Competes at Friar Invitational

BY PAT GAINOR
Guest Writer

Xavier’s men’s team places third, women’s team places fourth at Providence XC meet

NFL Recap:

Packers 7, Vikings 23: In 
an NFC North matchup, the 

Minnesota Vikings, led by new 
Head Coach Kevin O’Connell, 

shut down the Green Bay 
Packers in a 23-7 win. Justin 
Jefferson had the game of  his 

life, pulling in nine catches 
for 184 yards and two touch-

downs.
 

Giants 21, Titans 20: 
Brian Daboll made his coach-
ing debut for the New York 
Giants on Sunday. Despite 

being down 13-0 to the Ten-
nessee Titans at the half, the 

Giants surged back to take the 
lead off  of  a gutsy two-point 

conversion attempt in the final 
minute of  play to take a 21-20 
lead. The Titans drove down 
the field, but Randy Bullock 

missed the game-winning field 
goal.

Buccaneers 19, Cowboys 
3: The season opener for the 
Dallas Cowboys could not 

have gone much worse. The 
offense could not get going af-
ter an opening drive field goal, 
with the lone field goal ending 

up as Dallas’s only score for 
the game. What’s worse is that 
Prescott left the game with a 
fractured thumb and is set to 

miss several weeks.
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Pedal to the Metal: A NASCAR Playo� Outlook

After losing to the North-
western Wildcats two weeks 
ago, Xavier women’s soccer 
looked to get back on track 
against St. Louis University 
and Lipscomb University last 
week.

Starting off  with a game 
against the No. 15 ranked Bil-
likens, the Musketeers scored 
nine minutes into the game 
with a goal by sophomore 
midfielder Ella Rogers, as-
sisted by freshman forward 
Emma Flick. 

However, the lead didn’t 
last for long, as St. Louis came 
right back with a goal of  their 
own five minutes later. The 
two teams went on to trade a 
few fouls for 15 minutes before 
Flick scored the goal. She was 
assisted by freshman forward 
Regan Dancer. Xavier went 
into the half  2-1, outshooting 
the Billikens 5-2.

St. Louis wasted no time 
coming back. Five minutes 
into the second half, they put 
one in the back of  the net. 
Fighting hard, both the Mus-
keteers and the Billikens re-
ceived yellow cards and mul-
tiple fouls. 

Later on, the Billikens cap-
italized again on a free kick. 
The Musketeers struggled 
to move the ball up the field 
this half, only putting up one 
shot. Unable to find their way 

to another goal, Xavier lost 
2-3, making them 4-2-1 on 
the season.

Back at Corcoran Field 
on Sunday, they got back on 
track and took the win against 
Lipscomb.

Junior forward Sonia Var-
gas and Rogers started off  
the game strong putting up 
several shots each, both score-
less. Lipscomb struck first 
with a goal 28 minutes into 
the game. Xavier stepped up 
their defense and offense and 
scored a goal thereafter.

Graduate student forward 
Brooke Sroka finished the ball 
off  with an assist from fellow 

graduate student midfielder 
Molly McLaughlin. 

Lipscomb tried several 
more shots but couldn’t fin-
ish any of  them off. The score 
was 1-1 as neither team scored 
for the remainder of  the first 
half.

However, the Musketeers 
came out red hot after Lip-
scomb was called for a foul in 
the penalty box. McLaughlin 
stepped up and put the penalty 
kick away. Xavier controlled 
the second half, barely letting 
Lipscomb get near the goal 
and held them to zero shots. 

80 minutes in, Flick scored 
her third goal of  the season 

Women’s Soccer Splits Weekend Slate

with an assist from junior mid-
fielder Elise Le. Up 3-1, Xavi-
er made a few substitutions, 
including sophomore forward 
Chloe Netzle, who scored her 
second goal of  the season in 
her first two minutes on the 
field, assisted by Rogers. 

After completely shutting 
Lipscomb down in the second 
half, Xavier took the win with 
a tie of  their season high of  
goals in a game at four, com-
pared to Lipscombs’ one. The 
Musketeers moved to 5-2-1 
on the season with this win.

Xavier will try to keep up 
the momentum this Friday 
against Bowling Green.

BY RYAN HULLIGAN
Guest Writer

BY JUSTIN MALONE
Guest Writer

Sports
Banter

Let Russ cook?
In an emotional game 

Monday night matchup 
back in his old Seattle 

stomping grounds, quar-
terback Russel Wilson and 
the Broncos offense strug-

gled to score points when it 
mattered. Two Denver goal 
line fumbles and a puzzling 

end-of-game decision to 
attempt a 64-yard field goal 
has left NFL fans wonder-
ing, can Russ still cook?

NFC worst
Despite having higher pre-
season odds to finish with 

the worst record in the 
NFL than make the play-
offs, the Seattle Seahawks 

sit alone atop the NFC 
West with a record of  1-0 
thanks to blowout losses 

for the Cardinals and Rams, 
as well as an embarrassing 
road defeat for the 49ers.

No Tyreek, no problem
Kansas City Chiefs quar-
terback Patrick Mahomes 

wasted no time proving the 
loss of  star wide reciever 
Tyreek Hill was a mere 

blip on the radar. Mahomes 
finished Sunday’s game 

with five touchdown passes 
and over 350 yards.

including race wins, mid-race 
stage victories and finishing 
positions.  

Drivers advance through 
the four stages of  the play-
offs in two ways: by winning 
a race or by earning points to 
place them above the cutoff  
line. The four drivers below 
the cutoff  line are eliminat-
ed after each round, and the 
remaining drivers’ points re-
set with prior playoff  points 
counting for ranking. 

The favorites—Chase 
Elliott, Denny Hamlin, 

Christopher Bell:
Chase Elliott enters the 

playoffs with a regular sea-
son title under his belt after 
winning four races, double 
the number of  any other 

driver in the Cup series, and 
five stage wins. Elliott came 
into the playoffs with heavy 
momentum, initially leading 
the entire field in points but 
has bumpily struggled thus 
far, finishing 11th at Kansas 
Speedway last Sunday and 
dead last at Darlington Race-
way the week before. With 
bounce back performances, he 
is still primed to win a Cup 
championship for the second 
time in three years and is sev-
enth in the playoff  standings.  

Denny Hamlin has accel-
erated through the playoffs 
extremely well, finishing 
second in consecutive races. 
He currently sits third in the 
playoff  points standings with 
2,097 points, and his Toyota 

team looks to continue their 
hot streak. 

Christopher Bell current-
ly leads the entire field with 
2,108 points and has zoomed 
his way up the playoff  stand-
ings with top three showings 
at Kansas and Darlington. He 
also finished in the top eight 
in four of  his past five races 
and has already punched a 
ticket into the Round of  12.

The underdogs—Alex 
Bowman, William Byron:

Alex Bowman, although 
not talked about much, has 
quietly been making momen-
tous strides in the playoffs, 
currently sitting in sixth 
place. He has driven to top 10 
finishes in consecutive races, 
including a stage victory at 

Kansas, and can make a ral-
ly when necessary or play 
spoiler to the favorites. 

William Byron has driven 
consistently in the playoffs 
so far (also having two top 
10 finishes consecutively). 
He might be overlooked by 
his Hendrick Motorsports 
teammates, but do not count 
him out to make a significant 
playoff  run.

Looking ahead:
For the second straight 

week, a driver not in the 
playoffs took a trip to victo-
ry lane. On Sunday, Bubba 
Wallace had his second ca-
reer win at Kansas for 23XI 
Racing, the team owned by 
fellow racer Hamlin and 
Michael Jordan. Erik Jones 
of  Petty GMS Motorsports 
won at Darlington. 

Additonally, NASCAR 
is currently investigating 
problematic fires in their 
Next Gen cars that signifi-
cantly impacted many driv-
ers, most notably playoff  
racer Kevin Harvick. 

The fires were initially 
attributed to problems with 
the exhaust clearance that 
caused rubber buildup from 
the track to ignite inside the 
cars.  

The playoffs continue Sat-
urday when the playoff  field 
narrows to 12 at the Bass 
Pro Shops Night Race at 
Bristol. 

After an unusually chaotic 
26-race regular season, the 
NASCAR playoffs are finally 
roaring into full gear. Sixteen 
drivers are now vying for the 
Bill France Cup, which will be 
awarded to the playoff  cham-
pion in November.

 Unlike any other season 
in recent years, 15 different 
drivers took home the check-
ered flag, automatically quali-
fying for a playoff  bid. 

With the high-stakes na-
ture of  the playoff  format, 
including four drivers being 
eliminated after Saturday’s 
daunting night race at Bristol 
Speedway, who will come out 
on top? 

How the NASCAR Play-
offs Work:

The NASCAR playoffs are 
built on a four round elimina-
tion-style tournament with 
10 weeks of  nonstop racing. 
It begins with three weeks 
each in the Round of  16, 
Round of  12 and Round of  8, 
then the all-or-nothing race 
in the Championship 4. 

Each driver in the play-
offs starts with 2,000 playoff  
points and is ranked based on 
the amount of  regular season 
races they won. Additional 
points are added to a racer’s 
playoff  total based on their 
regular-season performances, 
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Zinzinnati Zeal Grows 
as Oktoberfest Nears 

House of the Dragon Fails to Renew Fire of Original

 House of  the Dragon is so 
far a middling attempt to re-
capture the magic of  its pre-
decessor without any of  its 
charm or impact.

Game of  Thrones (GOT) 
is one of  my all-time favor-
ite shows. I have read all five 
of  the books upon which the 
show was based, and the show 
itself  is a landmark in the his-
tory of  television. Therefore, 
I was rather excited for House 
of  the Dragon. 

Sadly, however, based on 
the first four episodes of  the 
show that have been released, 
House of  the Dragon is a poor 
attempt at trying to make 
lightning strike the same 
place twice.

Set roughly 175 years be-
fore the events of  GOT, House 
of  the Dragon portays the tu-
multuous reign of  King Vis-
erys Targaryen. It details 
the deadly Targaryen civil 
war known as the “Dance of  
the Dragons,” an event which 
marked the beginning of  the 
end for their dynasty. 

Throughout the show, we 
meet Princess Rhaenyra Tar-
garyen, the king’s daughter 
and heir apparent, as well 
as Viserys’ younger brother 

Prince Daemon. The story is 
based upon material from Fire 
and Blood, George R.R. Mar-
tin’s history of  the Targaryen 
dominion over Westeros.

The performances in House 
of  the Dragon pale in compar-
ison to those found in GOT. 
The one exception to this is 
Prince Daemon Targaryen, 
played by Matt Smith of  Doc-
tor Who fame, who absolutely 
steals any scene he is in. The 
performances by other the ac-
tos, while far from terrible, are 
very bland. 

One of  the primary issues 
is that the actors are not given 
much to work with in terms 
of  script. Another issue is 
the number of  characters the 
show throws at you. While 
GOT had a lot of  characters 
who could be hard to follow at 
times, it didn’t throw people at 
you nearly as much as House 
of  the Dragon.

The main issues with the 
show, however, are the pacing 
and story. The plot of  House 
of  the Dragon takes place over 
the course of  30 years. On the 
surface, this may not seem like 
an issue, but it becomes more 
apparent when years pass be-
tween each episode. Important 
character development and 
actions are simply not shown; 
they are told. While GOT 

took place over the course of  
years, it did not have over 10 
years pass in the space of  one 
episode. 

It also does not help that 
the story itself  is incredibly 
dull. There is little to no ac-
tion to break up the endless, 
droning dialogue. The time 
skips, along with the poor 
pacing and boring story, hin-
der the show significantly and 
take away from its good parts.

One of  the major selling 
points of  House of  the Drag-
on was the fact that we would 
get to see more of  the titular 
fire-breathing lizards. I must 

admit, the dragons are one of  
the better parts of  the show. 
The dragons look incredible, 
and any scenes of  characters 
flying on the backs of  dragons 
are very fun to watch. The vi-
sual effects are also very well 
done overall.

 The same, sadly, cannot be 
said for the sets. The rooms 
the characters find themselves 
in are boring and cluttered. 
In addition, the lighting of  
scenes ranges from very good 
to obscenely terrible.

With a boring and con-
voluted plot and too many 
characters, swingy production 

values and forgettable perfor-
mances, House of  the Dragon 
misses the mark in almost ev-
ery aspect. It fails to recapture 
what made its predecessor 
special and feels like an at-
tempt to bank on fans’ nostal-
gia for the original show.

With six episodes left in 
the first season and a second 
season already in the works, 
House of  the Dragon has time 
to turn it around. But the road 
to greatness is long and ardu-
ous, and whether or not House 
of  the Dragon will be able to 
recapture the magic of  GOT 
remains to be seen.  

• Jason Momoa shaved his head to 
raise awareness of  the single-use 
plastics issue (Sept. 6).

• Justin Bieber canceled the rest 
of  his Justice World Tour due 
to health complications (Sept. 
6). 

• Angelina Jolie’s former business, 
Nouvel, sued Brad Pitt for $250 
million after his attempt to seize 
Château Miraval, a vineyard the 
couple bought together while 
married (Sept. 7). 

• Florence Pugh will not attend 
the New York Q&A for the up-
coming movie Don’t Worry Dar-
ling (Sept. 7).

• Fans speculated if  Harry Styles 
spit on Chris Pine at the Ven-
ice Film Festival using the tag 
#SpitGate (Sept. 8).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON

Ah, the middle of  Sep-
tember: the perfect time to 
celebrate Oktoberfest. That’s 
right, this weekend from Sept. 
16- 18 Cincinnati will embrace 
its German heritage and con-
vert Second and Third Streets 
between Elm and Walnut 
Streets into the largest Okto-
berfest celebration in the U.S. 
and the second largest in the 
world. 

Since Cincinnati began 
hosting the event in 1975, it 
has grown to attract nearly 

BY GUS NATIONS IV 700,000 people annually.
Besides the beer, Oktober-

fest Zinzinnati celebrates  tra-
ditions such as the Gemütlich-
keit Games, a series of  
races  including log sawing, 
nail hammering, beer barrel-
ing and the highly-competi-
tive dachshund race, affection-
ately known as “the running 
of  the wieners.”

Last year, competitive eat-
er Joey Chestnut made an ap-
pearance to win the brat eat-
ing contest, finishing 68 brats 
in 10 minutes. 

Oktoberfest has grown to 
become a staple of  Cincinna-

ti autumnal culture. Around 
Xavier, the event has become 
an important representation 
of  Cincinnati’s warm commu-
nity.

“As a multicultural mem-
ber of  Xavier’s community, it 
excites me to explore a new 
culture. Oktoberfest allows 
me to experience traditional 
Germanic heritage through 
activities such as the wiener 
dog race and the largest brat 
eating contest in the country,” 
senior communications major 
Diego Pulido said. “Oktober-
fest in Cincinnati is rivaled 
nowhere but Germany itself, 
meaning this year will be a 
look into authentic German 
tradition.”

“It’s really fun,” junior Phi-
losophy, Politics and the Pub-
lic major Sam Skelley said. “I 
really like the log sawing race 
and the other Gemütlichkeit 
games. It’s exciting to see 
Cincinnati come together to 
celebrate its rich German an-
cestry.”

Not only is Oktoberfest an 
exciting weekend activity for 
current Xavier students, but 
it has become a popular draw 
for alumni and parents eager 
to get in on the action.

Recent graduate Mike 
Henning, who has plans to 
travel from Philadelphia to 
Cincinnati this weekend for 
Oktoberfest, emphasized that 
he was most excited “to drink 
some good beer.

BY OWEN BARR



 Opinion: HBO Maxes Out Viewers
HBO Max has been hemor-

rhaging shows ever since the 
CEO David Zaslav announced 
a new content direction in an-
ticipation of  HBO Max and 
Discovery+ merging into one 
service. 

HBO Max previously prid-
ed itself  on being the home 
for everything under the War-
ner Brothers umbrella. 

Current HBO offerings in-
clude originals like Game of  
Thrones, Veep and Succession, 
Adult Swim properties like 
The Boondocks, The Venture 
Bros and Aqua Team Hunger 
Force and any movies owned 
by Warner Brothers such as 
Citizen Kane, Harry Potter and 
Space Jam.

However, this all changed 
with the finalization of  War-
ner Media’s merger with 
Discovery. This resulted in 
the media mega-conglomer-
ate Warner Bros Discovery 
(WBD). Amid the closing of  
this deal was a massive re-
structuring effort resulting in 
Discovery’s CEO Zaslav at the 
helm of  WBD. For the first 
few months, nothing function-
ally changed with the content 
on HBO Max. This didn’t last 
long, however, as Zaslav an-
nounced an overhaul of  many 
divisions within the Warner 
Brothers content field.

Over the past month, many 
series were canceled or unre-

newed left and right, and 36 
titles were announced as leav-
ing the streaming service. 

Twenty HBO Max origi-
nals were going to be removed, 
including Close Enough, Infini-
ty Train and a Sesame Street 
spinoff. Most prominently the 
movie Bat Girl was axed, even 
though it was already out of  
post production. 

The official reason given 
for Bat Girl’s cancellation was 
that the movie didn’t fit in the 
new direction Zaslav is push-
ing DC. However, it was re-
ported by Variety that WBD 
is taking a tax write-off  on 
the film to recoup the losses 
for production. 

For the 36 other titles, 
their removal was to cut costs 
due to low viewer numbers, 
which makes sense as a rea-
son for cancellation. It would 
even justify removal if  they 
were licensed shows that they 
bought from other companies 
to be on HBO Max. That’s 
standard in the streaming in-
dustry. However, 20 of  these 
shows were made in-house 
for HBO Max with Warner 
Brothers money. 

By removing Max original 
content, they are functionally 
throwing all the money they 
put into production, market-
ing and distribution down 
the drain. It would be like if  

Netflix removed Big Mouth for 
not reaching their viewer tar-
get. If  a show you created for 
your site fails commercially, 
you shouldn’t remove the pro-
gram completely, you should 
just leave it and hope it gets a 
cult fan base later.

HBO Max may never have 
outright said they wanted to 
be the streaming home of  an-
imation; however, they func-
tionally created one. Out of  
the 10 brand hubs that Max 
displays on its site, six are an-
imation based, like Cartoon 
Network and Studio Ghibli.
They announced new animat-
ed movies such as Batman: 
The Caped Crusader and The 

Amazing World of  Gumball: 
the Movie, which were subse-
quently canceled during this 
content purge.

The Max originals and DC 
hubs, while not solely ani-
mation based, contain a fair 
amount of  original animated 
content like Close Enough and 
Young Justice. By removing 
them from HBO Max, it has 
become nearly impossible to 
watch them without resorting 
to piracy.

The fallout of  this content 
purge from HBO Max is that 
many writers, animators and 
content creators have lost 
trust in WBD to respect their 
work enough to keep it on the 
platform.

 Owen Dennis, one of  the 
creators of  the removed show 
Infinity Train, revealed on his 
personal blog, “Cartoon Net-
work warned Zaslav not to do 
this as it would hurt relation-
ships with creators and talent, 
but they clearly do not care 
what any of  this looks like 
publicly, much less about how 
we feel about it.”

Reaction from the creators 
of  shows across the industry 
has been extremely negative. 

“What is the point of  
making something, spending 
years working on it, putting 
in nights and weekends do-
ing their terrible notes, los-
ing sleep and not seeing our 
families, if  it’s just going to 
be taken away and shot in the 
backyard?” Dennis asked.
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BY SEBASTIAN AGUILAR

Bat Girl.

Country Music Association Announces 2022 Awards

The Country Music Asso-
ciation (CMA) announced the 
nominees for the 2022 CMA 
Awards, which will take place 
this November. The hosts for 
this year are country music 
star Luke Bryan and retired 
football quarterback Pey-
ton Manning, both Southern 
country music enthusiasts.

With 12 awards to give and 
dozens of  nominees vying for 
a prize, it can be hard to know 
where each award will go. 

Here is a break down of  the  
major categories and predic-
tions on who will take home 
a win.

Album of  the Year 
Miranda Lambert has been 

nominated for this award five 
times and won it twice. Lam-
bert will potentially win this 
award for the third time in her 
music career with Palomi.

Entertainer of  the Year 
Luke Combs is anticipated 

to win this honor. His current 
tour has been sold out every-

where, and fans rave about the 
energy and kindness exud-
ed at his concerts. Combs is 
surely a fan favorite and is de-
scribed as electric by fans who 
have seen him live. 

Female Vocalist of  the 
Year 

The nominees for Female 
Vocalist of  the Year are Mi-
randa Lambert, Ashley Mc-
Bryde, Carly Pearce, Carrie 
Underwood and Lainey Wil-
son. Pearce is thought to have 
a good chance at this one, as 
her album 29 was very suc-
cessful. Pearce is a fresher face 
than Lambert or Underwood 
and is debatably more popular 
than McBryde or Wilson. 

Male Vocalist of  the 
Year 

Morgan Wallen will likely 
take the award for this catego-
ry. After his recently released 
singles “Flower Shops” with 
Ernest and “You Proof,” Wal-
len has certainly proved his 
vocal abilities and popularity, 
even after public controver-
sies over Wallen using racial 
slurs.

Vocal Group of  the Year
The nominees for Vocal 

Group of  the Year are Lady 
A, Little Big Town, Midland, 

Old Dominion and Zac Brown 
Band. This award will likely 
go to Zac Brown Band, con-
sidering they have the most 
recent release of  music with 
the well-received 2021 release 
of  their album The Comeback.

Vocal Duo of  the Year 
The winning duo will like-

ly be either Dan + Shay or 
Maddie & Tae, as they have 
been heavily rotated on coun-
try radio within the last year. 
Brothers Osborne and Brooks 
& Dunn have both been 
around for quite some time, 
leading some to believe this 
award will not go to either of  
these duos. 

New Artist of  the Year
Nominated for New Art-

ist of  the Year are HARDY, 
Walker Hayes, Cody Johnson, 
Parker McCollum and Lain-
ey Wilson. Wilson’s music is 
critically acclaimed, especial-
ly after touring with Morgan 
Wallen, so this award is ex-
pected to go to her.

Song of  the Year 
Notably nominated for 

song of  the year, “You Should 
Probably Leave” is the second 
released single off  of  Sta-
pleton’s album, Starting Over. 
This sultry song did well on 

country radio and is one of  
his top five streamed songs on 
Spotify, so it may take home 
the win for the night. 

Musical Event of  the 
Year 

“Never Wanted To Be That 
Girl” is a  popular song, and 
has been repeatedly com-
pared to “Does He Love You” 
by Reba McEntire and Linda 
Davis. “Never Wanted To Be 
That Girl,” praised as a pow-
erful, timeless female duet, is 
a favorite to win.

Music Video of  the Year 
Nominated for Best Music 

Video of  the Year is “I Bet You 
Think About Me (Taylor’s 
Version) (From The Vault)” 
by Taylor Swift ft. Chris Sta-
pleton. There are four other 
nominees, but seeing as this is 
Swift’s first CMA nomination 
since 2011, this music video is 
projected to win. This video 
was praised for Blake Lively’s 
artful directions and lavish 
scenes of  Swift in a red ball 
gown as she traipses around 
an ex’s wedding.

The winners of  the 2022 
CMA Awards will be revealed 
at the awards ceremony on 
Nov. 9, airing at 7 p.m. EST 
on ABC.

BY KAYLA ROSS

Newswire editor Kayla Ross analyzes the recently-announced nominees 
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we are worried, darling 
are you ready for the drama none of us deserved ?
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a breakdown of the recent drama
BY KYRA HUDSON, STAFF WRITER

A short breakdown of the three major points that constitute for all of the drama surrounding cast 

members of the new psychological thriller:

1. Olivia Wilde and Harry Styles' relationship:

 Olivia Wilde was previously in a relationship with Jason Sudeikis for seven years, and they have 

two children together. Fans and social media outlets speculate that their split occurred due to 

the on-set romance she developed with Harry Styles. However, Wilde claimed otherwise, saying, 

“Our relationship was over long before. There is a reason I left that relationship," she added. Wilde 

was also served custody documents in the middle of giving a presentation of Don’t Worry Darling 

at CinemaCon, only fueling the tension between Wilde and Sudeikis and putting Styles in an 

uncomfortable position.

2. Shia LaBeouf's controversy:

other actors, mainly Florence Pugh, could not agree on a time to rehearse. He shared a video that 

Wilde sent to him where she said, “I want to know if you’re open to giving this a shot with me, with 

us.” It is also important to note that LaBeouf is set to go to court in April 2023 after being sued by 

former partner FKA Twigs, who is accusing him of abuse.

3. Florence Pugh and Olivia Wilde's tension:

Florence Pugh has made clear her disdain for the movie through her lack of promotion on social 

media as well as her refusal to appear in any press conferences for the movie. This feud also seems 

where she condescendingly refers to Pugh as “Miss Flo”, even though it has been stated that Pugh 

was uncomfortable around LaBeouf due to his abuse allegations.

Cast (in order from least to most responsible for the drama):

· Florence Pugh: Miss Flo has managed this whole ordeal with such grace. She stood her ground and 

made it clear she did not want to work with an abuser, and she has not wavered a bit. I just know 

her back hurts from carrying this whole movie.

· Chris Pine: Pine just wanted to look sexy in a new movie, and he did that. However, he had to sit 

through those god awful interviews with Styles saying, “What I love about the movie is that it feels 

like a movie.” Pine is so over all of this, and honestly I can’t blame him.

· Harry Styles: Harry, my sweet, sweet Harry… you need a new P.R. rep babe. Your interviews are so 

pathetic. I thought you would learn after all the press for Dunkirk, but clearly you did not. Also, your 

girlfriend is off the rails. I know you know what’s going on, so maybe do something about it? Also, I 

know you spit on Chris Pine #SpitGate #IKnowWhatYouDid

one that begged him to stay. Then, you say it's my girl “Miss Flo’s” fault when she is the least guilty 

out of all of you. Also, saying you are receiving backlash for the movie because you are a female 

director is a complete lie. It’s because you’ve handled this whole situation very poorly, and a 42% on 

Rotten Tomatoes already means you did not make a good movie.

 After watching the trailer for Don’t Worry Darling, we are entirely convinced that there is 

and Florence Pugh in vintage costumes and compromising positions. Watching this trailer caused 

us more confusion than my own sexualities. Seriously, is this supposed to be a thriller? A mystery? 

After?

 But, we didn’t go watch it on the big screen. Movie theater tickets are expensive, and 

our Newswire deadline was too soon. Therefore, what follows is what we assume happens in the 

soon to be cult classic,  Don’t Worry Darling.

no, that would make too much sense. Rather it’s the same standard intro as you’d expect, some 

something like Jeremy Schumpert.

 The credits roll in the beginning. We like it when that happens because it lets us know 

who’s face we're going to be staring at. It’s a little unfortunate that Chris Pine is in this movie. He 

does an okay job despite always looking like a budget version of Leonardo DiCaprio. Another Chris 

if Chris Evans were to go all Knives Out on Florence Pugh and Harry Styles.

 Given the relatively meandering and mundane plot, you’re likely wondering what in the 

movie could have caused such apparent real-world drama between co-stars Styles and Pine- drama 

culminating in an alleged public spitting. The answer comes about an hour and 15 minutes into the 

movie.

 After an argument between Styles and Pugh’s characters that ends in Styles running 

out into the rain, the camera fades to Styles and Pine sitting up together in bed. Pine is smoking a 

At this point, Styles shockingly veers looks directly down the barrel of the camera, saying,

“My name is Harry Styles and I am not acting right now. I, meaning me, Harry Styles and not the 

actor I am playing in this movie, am upset personally with Chris Pine, the actor, not the character 

he is playing in this movie. Furthermore, I think he was the wrong casting choice and that the 

director, Olivia Wilde, should have cast a different Hollywood Chris.”

 During this scene, Pine appears confused and upset, but after being told by Styles, 

character's lines. The scene ends with Styles once again running out into the rain, and back to 

Pugh’s character’s house.

 Styles and Pugh reconcile, with Styles admitting to sleeping with Pine’s character and 

and the credits roll again.

If you read this whole thing expecting that at some point it would turn into an actual review I must 

apologize. Truthfully, I have no idea what the plot of Don’t Worry Darling is supposed to be. If you 

happen to have $20 to spare and decide to go see this movie let me know how accurate my predic-

whatever new streaming platform the media conglomerates create in the meantime.

detailed don't worry darling        
review

BY LUCY KRAMER, GUEST WRITER, AND CHARLIE  GSTALDER, OPINIONS EDITOR

horoscopes 
Aries: Drink some tea (literally or metaphorically) and unwind. 

Taurus: 
Gemini:
Cancer: Watch Shrek 2. Or maybe the Footloose remake with Miles Teller. 

Leo: If you don’t already know how to play Euchre, learn. You live in Ohio 
now. 

Virgo: You are slaying. Don’t stop the grind. 
Libra: Pipe down. You’re not as hot as you think you are. 

Scorpio: If you’ve been told you’re mean, it’s probably because you are. We all 
need a brutally honest friend. 

Sagittarius: 
“Picture to Burn” by Taylor Swift always sets the mood. 

Capricorn: Go to class. It’s good for you. You pay to go here, right? 
Aquarius:

Pisces: Feel the retrograde. This is your time to shine. Get your hair did. Snap 
them back. 

PHOTO BY KAYLA ROSS


