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DIFT alums Scricca and Culkin receive praise for “Got Nic?” documentary
ETHOS nominates XU alumni �lm

Two Xavier alumni have 
been nominated for a Califor-
nia-based film award for their 
senior documentary.

Fausto Scricca and Michael 
Culkin are 2021 graduates 
with degrees in Digital Inno-
vation, Film and Technology 
(DIFT). Their film “Got Nic?” 
received a nomination in the 
Documentary, Short or Fea-
ture category for the ETHOS 
Awards. 

The ETHOS Awards are a 
Los Angeles and Santa Mon-
ica-based film festival and 
award ceremony created by 
filmmaker Annabelle Munro. 

“The awards show has been 
running for four years and is 
run by Hollywood industry 
professionals,” Culkin said.

“(Awards) are not exclu-
sively given to student films,” 
Culkin continued. “There is 
definitely some international 
competition, but I am not sure 
just how many films we are up 
against.” 

The one requirement for 
submission is that each film 
must make a creative state-
ment on a social issue. 

“If  you have a social impact 
message film, be it subtle or 
straightforward, we want to 
see it,” the ETHOS website 
states. 

“Got Nic?” centers around 
the story of  Culkin’s broth-
er, Rory, and his history with 
e-cigarette use. 

“The inspiration came from 
my brother’s hospitalization 
due to vaping,” Culkin said. 
Culkin’s brother developed 
pneumonia at the age of  18 
due to excessive e-cig use. 

“Michael and I wanted to 
use our skills we learned from 
DIFT to make a difference 

in the world,” Scricca stated. 
“If  a single vaper watched 
our documentary and then 
thought twice about vaping 
again, we’d consider that a 
success.” 

The film opens with inter-
views from former e-cig us-
ers, including Culkin’s broth-
er, and mainly focuses on 
Culkin’s brother and parents 
explaining Rory’s trauma, 
hospitalization and recovery. 

“Of  course Rory was on 
board with the idea,” Scricca 
said. “Rory wanted to use his 
experience to warn kids that 
vaping is never worth risking 
your life.” 

Scricca and Culkin noted 
that the project took them 
both one full school year to 
finish. One semester was 
dedicated to pre-production 
and filming, while the second 
was focused on editing and 
post-production. 

Scricca stated that the sec-
ond semester was a particu-

larly stressful process. 
“It cut into our social life 

quite a bit,” he said. “Looking 
back, it was well worth the 
time put in, and we’re both 
very happy with how it came 
out.” 

Both Scricca and Culkin 
were initially worried about 
entering their film into the 
awards. 

“We submitted (our film) 
to five festivals in October of  
2021,” Scricca explained. 

“We didn’t know we were 
accepted into the ETHOS 
film festival until more than a 
year after we applied,” Culkin 
added.

“It’s difficult to remain 
hopeful when your film has 
been reviewed for almost a 
year with no response, but 
I’d say it’s worked out pretty 
good so far,” Scricca said. 

Since producing their film, 
both continue to work in the 
media industry. Scricca works 
in Stanford, Connecticut as a 

mastering technician, editing 
movies for in-flight entertain-
ment to meet certain coun-
tries’ censorship guidelines 
for airlines. 

Culkin is a videographer 
and audio-visual technician 
for hearings on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C. 

Culkin’s end goal is to tran-
sition from politics to sports 
and work with live broadcast-
ing. Meanwhile, Scricca hopes 
to work for a major movie or 
sports media company doing 
post-production, citing his 
love for editing. 

“A man can dream,” Scricca 
added. 

Scricca is hopeful that the 
award nomination will broad-
en their career paths. 

“I’m hoping that future em-
ployers will be able to see this 
accomplishment as a reflec-
tion of  what I can bring to the 
table,” he stated. 

The duo is also excited to 
meet and connect with fellow 

filmmakers. 
“The film festival will be a 

fantastic opportunity to net-
work with other documentari-
ans,” Scricca said. 

“I’m very excited to get 
to LA and make connections 
with other professionals in the 
AV world,” Culkin added. 

The two praise Xavier’s 
DIFT program for their suc-
cess. 

“Huge shoutout to Blis 
DeVault, Kyle Howland, 
Jon Nicolas and Kimheart 
Moeung for their mentoring 
and pulling all the strings,” 
Scricca exclaimed. 

Scricca stated that “Got 
Nic?” is still under review for 
other film festivals and is not 
currently available to the pub-
lic. 

Nominees for the ETHOS 
awards will find out results 
during a digital screening on 
Nov. 7. The ETHOS Awards 
ceremony will be held Nov. 
10-13 in Los Angeles.

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER
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Asst. Dean Chris Barbour nominated to attend immersive three day-institute 
Assistant Dean Strives to Diversify

Assistant Dean of  the Col-
lege of  Professional Sciences 
Chris Barbour has been se-
lected to attend the Ujima In-
stitute through the National 
Association of  Student Per-
sonnel Administrators. 

He was nominated by Dr. 
Ivy Banks, Vice President of  
Institutional Diversity and 
Inclusion. 

In November, Barbour will 
join a cohort of  other African 
American and Black higher 
education professionals for a 
three-day experience at Mor-
gan University. 

The Ujima Institute, found-
ed by Dr. Lisa VanHoose, fo-
cuses on creating a purposeful 
space for Black leaders within 
professional settings across 

America. 
Participating educators 

will be immersed in a profes-
sional learning environment 
that event organizers hope 
will allow for the growth of  
culturally unique and relevant 
leadership skills.

“Ujima,” the third princi-
ple of  the holiday Kwanzaa, 
translates to “collective work 
and responsibility.” 

The idea of  an inclusive 
duty to maintain cultural lib-
eration in social and societal 
settings is at the forefront 
of  both the Ujima Institute’s 
values and Barbour’s personal 
life. Having worked at Xavier 
for almost 15 years, Barbour 
attributes much of  his per-
sonal and professional growth 
to the university. 

“I must bring my full self  
to the job every day. In doing 

so, I am able to give our stu-
dents the attention and care 
that they need here in order to 
succeed,” Barbour said.

The Ujima Institute strives 
to represent the importance 
of  a “village effort” in which 
the group acknowledges the 
utmost importance of  all peo-
ple, regardless of  race and 
background, to make a con-
scious choice to involve Black 
communities in furthering so-
cietal wellness.

Barbour is eager to see 
universities’ diversity initia-
tives beyond Xavier’s and to 
work with other professionals 
who are equally as passionate 
about this topic. 

He hopes to serve as an in-
spiration to other Black lead-
ers in higher education.

“Although I’ve been blessed 
to have advanced profession-
ally as a Black man at a pre-
dominately-White institution, 
thanks to those that have pre-
ceded me, I owe it to future 
aspiring higher education 
professionals to show them 
a viable path to meet their 
goals,” Barbour said.

Barbour is also excited to 
implement his future lessons 
and personal growth into his 
work at Xavier.  

“(This) serves as a badge of  
honor for me,” Barbour said. 
“This is an opportunity for 
continued growth and learn-
ing so that I will be able to 
better impact our community 
here at Xavier.”

Barbour also reflected on 
the past growth that has oc-
curred during his time at the 
institution. 

He recognizes that prog-
ress has been made on cam-
pus toward a more inclusive 
environment, but he is also 
quick to acknowledge the con-
tinuous need to strive for im-
provement. 

“With the prevalence of  
racial discord throughout our 
country, our neighborhoods 
and even our campus, we must 
remain steadfast in our efforts 
to cultivate an appreciation 
and respect for other cultures, 
even if  it makes you uncom-

fortable,” he said. 
After honing his skills at 

the Ujima Institute, Barbour 
hopes to bring new perspec-
tives to Xavier’s campus.

“I intend to bring back 
those experiences and to use 
them to make this place, Xavi-
er University, the most cul-
turally inclusive community 
possible. This is yet another 
testament to Xavier’s desire 
to continue to grow and en-
hance our home here on Vic-
tory Parkway,” Barbour said.

BY MADDIE DICKMAN
Guest Writer

Thirsty? Here’s Where to Hose Your Hydration at XU
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Assistant Dean of the College of Professional Sciences Chris 
Barbour has been nominated to attend the Ujima Institute.

For any Xavier student 
looking to quench their curi-
osity about where to find the 
best water on campus, look 
no further than @XU_water-
fountains on Instagram. 

Created by two students 
who chose to remain anony-
mous, @XU_waterfountains 
is the culmination of  years of  
passion. 

“We are very passionate 
about water fountains and 
have been since we were kids, 
but the account became an 

BY GUS NATIONS IV idea when we were in Logan, 
and we were thirsty,” the cre-
ators said. 

“We both tried the water 
fountain and realized it was a 
really good fountain… People 
needed to know”.

Since then, @XU_water-
fountains has featured four-
teen fountains campus wide 
with strict criteria in their 
rating process. 

“The main criteria we 
rate the fountains on is tem-
perature, water pressure and 
taste/flavor of  the water. 
Typically, we don’t focus on 
the overall look of  the foun-
tain or location,” the creators 
said.

They added that, most im-
portantly, “an ideal fountain 
has very cold water, good wa-
ter pressure and has a crisp, 
nonmetallic taste.”

The original fountain on 
the second floor of  Logan 
Hall received a rating of  7.5 
out of  10 with the comment: 
“Cool and smooth. Will leave 
you wanting more.”

Besides Logan, highlights 
from the account include 

P

September 19, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Vice President of  the Office of  Institution-
al Diversity and Inclusion Dr. Ivy Banks 
spoke with the senate regarding the upcom-
ing campus climate survey, anti-discrimina-
tion and bias policy reviews and the Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion updates.  
 

• Banks also discussed the Diversity and In-
clusion Student Advisory Board, which 
reviews accessibility policies and support, 
student resources and campus safety.   
 

• Sen. Murphy Penwell proposed a new 
amendment regarding the SGA Executive 
Board positions. Should the motion pass 
next week, SGA Executives will not be able 
to hold an officer position in another Uni-
versity Affiliated Organization due to bud-
geting conflicts.     

BY CHLOE SALVESON 

Schmidt Hall’s first floor foun-
tain and McDonald Library’s 
third floor fountain, receiving 
the account’s highest ratings 
thus far at 9.5 out of  10 and 
nine out of  10, respectively. 

Of  the Schmidt Hall foun-
tain, the pair commented: 
“This fountain has a lot to of-
fer!! The water pressure is im-
maculate, and it is the coldest 
fountain I have tried yet. True 
diamond in the rough.”

It’s not all smooth sailing, 
though. Certain fountains on 
campus have not been viewed 
so favorably. 

In one review,   @XU_wa-
terfountains rated Hailstones 
Hall’s basement fountain  two 
out of  10, their lowest rating 
so far. 

“Pretty crappy water foun-
tains,” the pair said. “Abso-
lutely no redeeming qualities. 
Reminds me of  dish water.”

Hailstones Hall’s fountain 
was not the only fountain to 
be rated poorly. 

The third floor Justice Hall 
Tower B fountain received a 
three out of  10 and was called 
an “absolute disappointment.” 

It was deemed “too warm to 
enjoy at its fullest potential,” 
with a “slight metallic after-
taste.”

The account has amassed 
75 followers thus far, but with 
over 25 buildings and hun-
dreds of  fountains around 
Xavier, @XU_waterfountains 
has their work cut out for 
them. 

The account has rated 
fountains in a wide variety 
of  locations on campus, but 
buildings  such as Heidt  Fam-
ily Champions Center and 
first-year residence Brockman 
Hall’s fountains have yet to be 
evaluated.

Fortunately, the pair is 
not alone in their efforts.                                  
@XU_waterfountains is open 
to submissions via direct mes-
sage, and the account encour-
ages students to reach out to 
have their rating featured. 

With many fountains left 
to rate, the pair hopes to keep 
the account alive. 

“We will continue to keep 
rating water fountains as 
much as we can and try to 
grow,” they said.
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Railroad workers and their unions reached a tentative deal with management to avert a national strike.
Workers were raising concerns around compensation and workers’ medical rights.
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Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson resigned after her 
coalition lost majority power to a far-right bloc in the recent election.

U.S. & World News@xavier.newswire  September 21, 2022 3

Union Reaches Deal to Avert Strike
After months of  tension 

among rail workers, their 
union and management at 
various freight rail companies, 
a tentative agreement was 
reached early last Thursday, 
avoiding a strike among work-
ers.

The agreement came less 
than two days before the dead-
line set by the various unions 
involved in discussions and 
provides a temporary relief  to 
the threat of  the strike, which 
could have had major econom-
ic repurcussions. 

Threats of  the strike began 
in July. President Joe Biden is-
sued an order to temporarily 
prevent the strike and form 
the Presidential Emergency 
Board, a group assigned to 
find a solution to the dispute 
between railroad workers and 
management.

The “cooling-off ” period 
imposed by Biden would have 
ended on Friday Sept. 16, al-
lowing the unions to legally 
strike. This deadline led to the 
emergency talks beginning 
early on Wednesday Sept. 14 
that lasted nearly 20 hours. 
The talks ultimately produced 
the tentative agreement that 
is now being put up to a vote 
of  union members for ratifica-
tion.

The primary demands of  
the unions regarded worker’s 
compensation as well as work-
er’s medical rights. 

In a news release, the pres-
idents of  the Brotherhood of  

Locomotive Engineers and 
Trainmen (BLET) as well as 
the Transportation Division 
of  the International Associa-
tion of  Sheet Metal, Air, Rail 
and Transportation Workers 
stated, “The agreement pro-
vides our members with the 
ability to take time away from 
work to attend routine and 
preventative medical proce-
dures, as well as exemptions 
from attendance policies for 
hospitalizations and surgical 
procedures”. 

The agreement also grants 
union members an immediate  
14% pay raise, with back pay 
through 2020. and will con-
tinually raise workers’ pay 
through 2024, totaling raises 
of  24% to members of  the 
unions.

The current agreement ad-
dresses the union representa-
tives’ main concerns; however, 
some union members have 
made it clear that they are not 
entirely satisfied with the deal. 

President of  the Brother-
hood of  Railroad Signalmen 
Michael Baldwin noted: “We 
got a little bit of  paid time off, 
but we’ll live to fight anoth-
er day. You know, that’s part 
of  bargaining.” Baldwin also 
supported ratification of  the 
current proposal.

 “They are going to see that 
the wages and extra days of  
paid leave is going to be bene-
ficial to them. Sometimes you 
can’t accomplish everything, 
so you come back next time,” 
he added.

President of  BLET Dennis 

Pierce also spoke in favor of  
the current agreement. 

“Once our membership un-
derstands where we sit and 
what’s in it, I think it’ll ratify,” 
Pierce said.

The Biden administration 
also commented in favor of  
the agreement after it had 
been tentatively accepted. 
The discussions were medi-
ated in part by Marty Walsh, 
labor secretary for the Biden 
administration, who stated 
that the agreement “balances 

Swedish Prime Minister Resigns, Far-Right Bloc Wins

In the wake of  the Swed-
ish parliamentary elections, 
Prime Minister Magdalena 
Andersson resigned amid the 
loss of  her left-wing coali-
tion’s majority. 

To have a majority in par-
liament in Sweden, one must 
hold 175 seats out of  the 349. 
It rarely happens that just one 
party holds the majority; usu-
ally coalitions between parties 
have to be created in order to 
have a functioning majority 
government. 

During this most recent 
election, the far-right Swedish 
Democrats became the second 
biggest party in the Swedish 
parliament with around 20% 
of  the seats. This has col-
lapsed the Swedish govern-
ment and forced a coalition 
building process that could 
take months.

The current landscape of  
parliament post-election has 
former Prime Minister An-
dersson’s center-left Social 
Democrats gaining seven 
seats for a total of  100 out of  
the 349; however, her coali-
tion of  parties such as the Left 
Party and the Green Party 
couldn’t manage to retain the 
175 minimum. On the other 

side of  the political spectrum, 
the parties on the right wing 
tallied up 176 seats.

“I went to the polls to de-
fend human rights and free-
doms. That is where we Lib-
erals will have to aim our fire 
in the coming years,” Romina 
Pourmokthari, a member of  
the central-right Liberal Par-
ty said.

The leader of  the cen-
ter-right Moderate Party Ulf  
Kristersson has said that he 
will head the coalition pro-
cess and “create a government 
for all of  Sweden and all citi-
zens.” He plans on having the 
Moderates and the Christian 
Democrats be the core of  his 
coalition; the Swedish Dem-
ocrats and other right-wing 
parties will be offered conces-
sions to be in the coalition, but 
not actually be in the govern-
ment itself. 

Due to the sheer number of  
seats that the Swedish Demo-
crats hold, they are expected 
to have a large amount of  in-
fluence in the coalition’s plat-
form and which policies are 
pursued, even if  they aren’t in 
the cabinet itself.

When the news broke that 
his party had the second most 
seats, Jimmie Åkesson, lead-
er of  the Sweden Democrats 
party, said, “We have had 
enough of  failed social dem-

BY SEBASTIAN AGUILAR ocratic policies that for eight 
years have continued to lead 
the country in the wrong di-
rection. It is time to start re-
building security, welfare and 
cohesion. It is time to put 
Sweden first.” Kri

This election follows the 
trend in Europe of  far-right 
anti-immigration populists 
winning big during elections 
such as in Italy, France and 
Hungary. 

“There are right-wing pop-
ulist parties in many Europe-
an countries, but the Sweden 
Democrats have deep roots 
in the Swedish neo-Nazis and 
other racist organisations in 
Sweden,” Anderson said.

“Our success in the election 
implies a heavy responsibility 
to voters, which we will man-
age as well as we can and with 
respect,” said Swedish Demo-
crats leader Jimmie Åkesson 
said Wednesday.

“We have an election re-
sult, we have the mandate for 
change we asked for. I will now 
begin the process of  forming 
a new government for Sweden 
and all its citizens,” Moderate 
Party leader Ulf  Kristersson 
said. Kristersson is expected 
to become Prime Minister as 
he and his party attempt to 
stitch together a new, func-
tional government in the af-
termath of  the election.

the needs of  workers, busi-
nesses and our nation’s econ-
omy.” 

“It is a validation of  what 
I’ve always believed; unions 
and management can work 
together, can work together 
for the benefit of  everyone,” 
Biden added.

“Railroad employees feel 
they have a strong hand to 
play now, and they’re playing 
it. They have been worked to 
the bone for the last two years 
trying to deal with Covid 

and its aftershocks,” said Zac 
Rogers, assistant professor of  
operations and supply chain 
management at Colorado 
State University.

The tentative agreement 
between the management and 
unions of  the railroad indus-
try have temporarily prevent-
ed a strike. The leaders of  
all the involved parties seem 
hopeful that ratification of  the 
proposed agreement will put 
the matter to rest soon, and 
that all will benefit.

BY CARTER ROOS



National Republicans, led by Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC), have 
introduced a national 15-week abortion ban, dividing some in his party.

Puerto Rico, islands Devastated by Hurricane Fiona
BY ETHAN NICHOLS

World News Editor

Hurricane Fiona made 
landfall along the coast of  
Puerto Rico Sunday after-
noon, with winds of  85 mph. 
The storm hit mere days after 
the five-year anniversary of  
Hurricane Maria, which left 
the island devastated with-
nearly 3,000 dead.

“These rains will produce 
life-threatening and cata-
strophic flash and urban flood-
ing across Puerto Rico and the 
eastern Dominican Republic, 
along with mudslides and 
landslides in areas of  higher 
terrain,” the National Hurri-
cane Center reported.

Puerto Rico lost power 
Sunday. The Category 1 hur-
ricane has led to severe flood-
ing, with the hurricane center 
predicting up to 30 inches of  
rain across the island as the 
storm is forecasted to build to 
a Category 3 storm by mid-
week. 

Abner Gomez, head of  
public safety and crisis man-
agement at LUMA Energy, 
said utility authorities plan to 
repair and restore electricity 
with the help of  local govern-
ment agencies. 

“This is not Maria. This 

hurricane will not be Maria,” 
Gomez said.

On Sunday morning, U.S. 
President Joe Biden approved 
an emergency declaration for 
Puerto Rico, opening up us-
age of  federal resources to 
provide relief  to the island, 
including the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA). There are now more 
than 300 FEMA responders 
on the ground in Puerto Rico 
working with the common-
wealth to respond and provide 
disaster relief. 

More than 25,000 cots at 

more than 120 shelters have 
been opened for those in 
need. School has been can-
celed, and all non-emergen-
cy government workers have 
been directed to remain at 
home. 

Puerto Rico’s health cen-
ters began running on gen-
erators following the power 
outages, and some of  the 
generators have failed. Health 
Secretary Carlos Mellado 
said crews rushed to repair 
generators at the Compre-
hensive Cancer Center, where 
several

.
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U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.) has introduced a new 
bill aiming to ban abortions 
past 15-weeks, stating “this 
should be where America is 
at.”

Introduced Sept. 13, the 
Protecting Pain-Capable Un-
born Children from Late-
Term Abortions Act proposes 
a nationwide abortion ban af-
ter 15 weeks with exceptions 
for rape, incest and saving the 
mother’s life. 

Victims of  rape and in-
cest must file a police report 
and prove that they received 
counseling and healthcare for 
injuries, mental or physical, 
sustained from the crime. This 
bill also states that doctors 
could face up to five years in 
prison if  they break this law.

The bill came as a surprise 
to Republicans and Democrats 
alike, as Graham’s previous 
stance was to allow states to 
create their own abortion pol-
icies. Lindsey also stated that 
he hopes this bill will form a 
unified Republican position.

Republican senators and 
upcoming nominees across 
the nation are taking vari-
ous stance. Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell states that 
many GOP senators believe 
this is a state issue. 

“With regard to his bill, 
you’ll have to ask him about 

it. In terms of  scheduling, I 
think most of  the members 
of  my conference prefer that 
this be dealt with at the state 
level,” McConnell said. 

Even so, a few of  these 
senators would still support 
this bill. U.S. Sen. John Thune 
(R-S.D.) stated he supports 
this bill and thinks it’s a com-
promise.

With midterms in mind, 
many Republican senators re-
plied vaguely in response to 
questions about Graham’s bill. 

Incumbent Sen. Rob Port-

man (R-Ohio) has made his 
opposition to this bill clear. 
He stated he believes the over-
turning of  Roe v. Wade was 
the right decision, and that 
part of  that decision was leav-
ing abortion legislation up to 
state-elected representatives. 
He is not running for re-elec-
tion. 

‘Through its Dobbs rul-
ing, the Supreme Court made 
this clear. I believe this was 
the right ruling and now our 
elected leaders in the states 
will make the decisions on this 

issue,” Portman stated.
Democratic Majority 

House Leader Chuck Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) noted that he be-
lieves that for conservative 
Republicans, a nationwide ban 
has always been the goal de-
spite the emphasis on states 
rights. 

Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.) 
said that this shows the GOP 
is “focused on taking away a 
fundamental right.” 

Democratic senators have 
been quick to attempt to use 
this to their advantage with 
elections coming up, reaf-
firming their own pro-choice 
platforms as well as attempt-
ing to make their Republican 
opponents state their views on 
the bill. 

Sen. Graham introduced 
this bill with Susan B. Antho-
ny Pro-Life America Presi-
dent Marjorie Dannenfelser 
along with other pro-life lead-
ers at his side. Students for 
Life of  America and March for 
Life President Jeanne Mancini 
noted that she believes that 
this bill is just the first step, as  
nation-wide legislation needs 
to go further.

Pro-choice groups have 
criticized Graham and other 
Republicans for  saying that 
a 15-week ban is the long 
sought-after middle ground 
between pro-life and pro-
choice advocates; they argue 
that saying 15 weeks is a late-
term abortion is problematic. 

Some Democrats and Demo-
cratic-aligned organizations 
have attemped to use the bill 
to encourage voter partici-
pation ahead of  November’s 
midterm election. After 

“We would like to thank 
Senator Graham for making 
it crystal clear to voters today 
that Republicans are running 
on a national abortion ban in 
these midterms,” Dani Ne-
grete, national political direc-
tor of  the progressive advoca-
cy group Indivisible, said.

“Any legislation that tells a 
person what they can or can-
not do with their own bodies, 
which is not at all based in sci-
ence or medicine, puts every 
pregnant person in this coun-
try at risk. The worst part is, 
they just don’t care about the 
harm this extreme legislation 
would cause,” Cecile Richards, 
former president of  Planned 
Parenthood Federation of  
America, said.

A recent report by Pew 
Research Center said that “A 
majority of  registered voters 
(56%) say the issue of  abor-
tion will be very important in 
their midterm vote.

“If  we are seeing women 
and young people registering 
at much higher rates at this 
point so close to the election, 
it’s highly likely that we’ll see 
more women and young voters 
participating in the election,” 
said Tom Bonier, from Demo-
cratic firm TargetSmart.
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the warnings of  state and 
local officials,” he added.

Hurricane Fiona hit the 
Dominican Republic on 
Monday with some areas ex-
periencing up to 15 inches of  
rain. Meteorologists expect 
torrential rain and flooding.

The storm passed Turks 
and Caicos. The islands are 
now under a shelter-in-place 
order as the storm begins 
to leave and head towards 
Bermuda Tuesday night and 
Wednesday morning. Hurri-
cane Fiona has left at least 5 
dead across the Carribean.

patients had to be evacu-
ated.

“Jill and I are keeping the 
people of  Puerto Rico in our 
prayers as Hurricane Fiona 
passes over your beautiful is-
land.” Biden tweeted. “We are 
here for you, and we will get 
through this together. 

“Yesterday, I declared an 
Emergency Disaster Dec-
laration for Puerto Rico to 
ensure the full force of  the 
federal government supports 
you. We have hundreds of  
personnel on the ground and 
ask that you heed 

Republicans Propose Abortion Ban
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) introduced a 15-week national abortion ban

BY MOLLY DYNDA
Guest Writer
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Six months have passed 
since Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine as a result of  mili-
tary buildup on the Ukrainian 
border. While I am not hap-
py with the Russian govern-
ment’s decision with their 
military operation, I cannot 
ignore how Americans and 
other Western countries have 
treated Russians and Rus-
sian-Americans. 

I have always been very 
faithful and proud of  my Rus-
sian culture. I have been ac-
tively involved in educating 
those who do not understand 
a part of  the world that is 
completely misinterpreted, 
but I have noticed that as a re-
sult of  recent events, there is 
a desire to erase any mention 
of  Russia in general without 
any kind of  dialogue.  

I was being interviewed for 
a second job, just to make a lit-
tle money during the summer. 
Everything went smoothly; 
there were questions about 
availability, how the job works 
and typical things one would 

expect. 
Later on, the interviewer 

asked about my last name and 
where it came from. I replied, 
“My last name is Russian.” 
While the interviewer was a 
nice guy, he then asked, “So 
you support Putin?” Anger 
boiled in my veins, but I knew 
that I had to remain calm and 
collected. 

I hear this almost daily: 
That all Russians support 
Putin and his government. 
While I am not here to dis-
cuss the Russian government, 
what I dissent is that every 
Russian descendent is some 
kind of  Putin-admirer. This 
specifically applies to our pol-
iticians. 

When Russia began it’s 
invasion, Rep. Eric Swalwell 
(D-Calif.) said,  “Frankly, I 
think closing their embassy in 
the United States, kicking ev-
ery Russian student out of  the 
United States, those should 
all be on the table,” on CNN 
when it was announced that 
Russia began its invasion in 

late February. Of  course, this 
was met with backlash. How-
ever, Swalwell still defended 
his position strongly. 

I looked at this statement in 
complete horror, not because I 
am a  Russian-American afraid 
that there will be mass depor-
tation, but because the par-
ty that prides itself  in being 
accepting toward immigrants 
is completely turning on its 
head toward xenophobia.  

Whatever happened to “All 
for One, One for All?” There 
are no support systems for 
our Russian students who feel 
that, because of  the Russian 
government actions, they are 
the aggressors. 

At the SAC-sponsored 
Imagine Dragons concert, the 
band was singing in solidarity 
with Ukraine, and at the end 
of  the song, there was a Xavi-
er student who shouted at the 
top of  his lungs “F*ck Rus-
sia!” in disapproval of  the war. 

To the average person, this 
can be seen as being patriotic 
and calling for freedom, but to 

me, it was a big “Screw you, 
you Russian pig.” However, in 
the aforementioned interview, 
I had to restrain myself  from 
stating my disapproval. 

Stating such an opinion 
about Russia, whether you 
agree or not, seems to be re-
stricted where only the ma-
jority is in charge of  what to 
say and what not to say. A civ-
il discussion in this country is 
merely dead when an opinion 
you disagree with results in 
a shouting match where one 
would be shot down as a trai-
tor. 

The U.S. and other coun-
tries have begun the erasure 
of  any mention of  Russia or 
any Russian who influenced 
the arts and the sciences. 

The issue I am presenting 
here is that removing Russian 
vodka or banning Russian 
athletes from sporting events 
does nothing to deter the Rus-
sian military out of  Ukraine.   

We all have our personal, 
political or ideological lean-
ings, but when it comes to the 

people of  a country where the 
government does not repre-
sent the people, the golden 
rule still applies to all people. 

Everyone is frustrated with 
current events, but venting 
that frustration through hos-
tile agressions that undermine 
one’s culture will make that 
individual feel small along 
with any cultural discussion 
one might have to understand 
where a person’s identity 
originates.  

A Defense of Diverse Russian Views

Michael Dementjevs 
is a sophomore Phi-
losopy major. He is a 
guest writer for News-
wire from Burlington, 
Ky.

Waleed Majid is a 
junior Philosophy, 
Politics and the Pub-
lic major. He is a staff 
writer for Newswire 
from Cincinnati. 

Let Me Listen to My Music
Listening to music is a di-

vine experience. 
I love Music. Anyone who 

knows me can attest to my de-
votion and piety to Her. I love 
Her more than I do real peo-
ple. She’s just so damn beauti-
ful. I do everything with Her. 
While I’m biking, She whis-
pers Roy Ayers, and when I’m 
about to sleep, She hums Erik 
Satie as a lullaby. Most of  my 
time is centered around find-
ing new Music; while I’m in 
class or doing laundry, eating, 
doing homework and every 
night until 3 a.m. I make Mu-
sic my creed and practice. In 
fact, as I’m writing this piece, 
Music is with me, in the form 
of  Lou Reed’s “Walk on the 
Wild Side.” 

Saying that I merely love 
Music is an understatement, 
an insult, even, to my devo-
tion. But what I don’t love is 
when people have the nerve 
to interrupt my time with 
Her. In fact, I don’t just “not 
love” it when someone both-
ers me while I’m listening to 
Her. I despise that person a 
hundred times more than Sa-

tan hates God. It enrages me, 
even, that I have to put Music 
on hold, leaving Her waiting 
and anxious, so I could enter-
tain someone else’s inconsid-
eration. 

It’s so confusing to me why 
someone would go up to an-
other, who is wearing head-
phones, nodding to their tunes. 
Is it not obvious enough that 
the person doesn’t want to be 
bothered? To be so inconsid-
erate to completely disrespect 
someone’s bliss is far crueler 
that any torture or any word 
of  malice. I groan with defeat 
that I have to submit my time 
to the one interrupting me 
rather than to Music, the one 
who deserves my time and 
consideration at that given 
moment. Either the venomous 
dunces that want Music and 
me to divorce truly hate me 
and the little happiness I have 
in my life, or they are just in-
considerate. 

But perhaps it’s not their 
fault. Perhaps they come 
from a culture where some-
one wearing headphones and 
enjoying Music is an invita-

tion to interact with them. Or 
maybe they have a kind of  fun-
gus or swamp worm that eats 
away at their brains,  causing 
them to lose all their inhibi-
tions and involuntarily come 
up to another who is obvious-
ly wearing headphones, and is 
obviously listening to Music, 
and is obviously nodding, and 
is obviously humming to the 
funkalicious, Mediterranean, 
disco pop that is Ahmed Fak-
roun’s “Nisyan,” or Senay and 
Baris K’s “Dalkavuk.” I just 
can’t understand what goes 
on in someone’s mind to do 
something like this. 

You may be saying to your-
self, “Hey Waleed, maybe they 
just didn’t see your head-
phones in your ears because 
they saw you from a distance?” 
That is understandable, of  
course, and the one who does 
this is not as blameworthy. But 
it’s the times when I am next 
to a person in the classroom, 
they look to their immediate 
right or left and can only see 
the side of  my head, wherein 
the most discernible feature 
is an earbud, and repeat my 

name multiple times to get me 
to take off  my headphones so 
I can talk to them. And it’s so 
peculiar to me, I think, when 
they do this multiple times af-
ter I give them curt one-word 
responses signifying that I’m 
not in the mood to talk to 
them. 

At some point, there is no 
excuse for this crime against 
my person and pursuit of  hap-
piness. I just can’t understand 
why anyone goes to such 
lengths to talk to someone 
and grab their attention when 
they are showing no interest 
in being talked to and refuse 
to give you any attention. It’s 
so desperate and pathetic. Es-
pecially when they are listen-
ing to Music. 

Now, I’m not very good 
with boundary setting, be-
cause I don’t know how to 
stand up for myself  with-
out feeling guilty. But one 
boundary that should never 
be crossed with me, one lim-
it that I place on every liv-
ing thing, is to not prevent 
me from listening to Music. 
While I’m opiating myself  

from the trials and tribula-
tions of  life discovering Mu-
sic is one of  the only things 
that keeps me going. It is the 
only thing that makes being 
alive against my will worth it. 
Because, for all I know, some 
stupid social expectation and  
idiotic requirement for self-
lessness are doing f-all to keep 
me breathing. So, when you 
see Waleed walking, nodding 
and getting jiggy to Ruby’s 
“Leih Beydary Keda” and 
Mouhamed Mounir’s exqui-
site Oud in “Baateb Aliki,” and 
are thinking of  bothering me 
when there is no need, think 
about what you are risking. 
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As college students, we 
never have enough money. 

Many of  us have to spend 
the little we have in the first 
few weeks of  school on ba-
sic living necessities for our 
rooms such as refrigerators, 
lamps, microwaves and soap. 
For those of  us looking to 
live off  campus in the coming 
years, we will have to dedi-
cate much of  what we save for 
rent.  

This is much harder to 
navigate when apartments 
such as the University Station 
complex increase their rent 
prices. There has been a $90 
increase in rent to what was 
originally $650 per month 
for a four bedroom apartment 
for an 11.5 month period. As 
a result, renters will have to 
pay a total of  $740 per month 
during their lease period.  

This increase was sudden 
and done in less than a day in 
advance of  the opening of  the 
application for housing in Uni-
versity Station. Applications 
opened Monday, Sept. 12, and 
the price was listed at $650 
the day before. My roomates 
and I discovered the rent in-

creases later in the afternoon 
on Monday. We entered the 
applications under the full 
impression that we would be 
paying $650 a month during 
our lease period. 

University Station is one 
of  the most popular loca-
tions for off-campus housing 
among Xavier students. Ev-
eryone knows this, so anyone 
interested in University Sta-
tion was quick to hop onto the 
application. If  they were like 
us, they were so focused on 
the application that they did 
not even think to check for a 
price increase.  

Seeing this a few hours after 
we submitted the application 
was something that caught 
me and my friends completely 
off-guard. The realization that 
we would have to pay an addi-
tional $90 per month infuriat-
ed and surprised us. A friend 
and I went over to ask the 
next day if  these price chang-
es were true, and sure enough, 
they were.

The difficulty of  finding 
off-campus housing in the 
area is being used to property 
owner’s advantage.  

Even with how difficult it 
is to get an apartment at Uni-
versity Station, one could say 
that houses are even more dif-
ficult to get. Houses are some-
what cheaper than University 
Station, but they lack furnish-
ing, are not always in the saf-
est areas and do not have all 
utilities covered. That being 
said, some students are so 
desperate for a house that they 
are willing to look past some 
of  these negatives. Landlords 
are able to take advantage of  
desperate college students.

Students should not have 
to pour so much of  their mon-
ey into housing. With how 
much money on-campus jobs 
pay their student workers, it is 
extremely difficult for anyone 
to afford rent. Combine that 
with the fact that many of  us 
are full-time students, and it 
is clear that many are simply 
unable to afford rent at such a 
high cost.  

In addition, the way Uni-
versity Station handled the 
increase in rent was complete-
ly unprofessional. We were 
informed that there would be 
an increase but that it was not 

expected to be anything too 
drastic. To have our prices 
raised by $90 per month is in-
deed a drastic increase in my 
book.  

Something that I discov-
ered only after asking them 
was how my security deposit 
would be affected by the in-
clusion of  a guarantor. With 
a guarantor, the security de-
posit would be $200; without 
one, a security deposit would 
be two month’s rent. Because 
we would be getting a four- 
person apartment, we would 
be paying $740 a month. This 
means that they would have 
charged me $1,480 for my 
security deposit without me 
knowing had I not asked. 

This is an insane amount 
of  money for anyone to pay 
for a security deposit, and I 
did not like the fact that I had 
to ask about this before I was 
aware of  it. Property owners 
should not be allowed to sim-
ply charge students whatev-
er they want and not inform 
them of  it. This is many stu-
dent’s first time renting prop-
erty, so that makes us perfect 
targets for property owners to 

take advantage of  our lack of  
knowledge. 

I hate the fact that many 
people are willing to do this to 
students, as I hate being taken 
advantage of  in areas where I 
am not proficient. The worst 
part is that this is something 
that is not only happening to 
me, but many other Xavier 
students who had the idea of  
registering for an apartment 
at University Station to be 
met with a sharp increase in 
rent. This has to stop.  

 

Undo U-Station Unit Price Increases

Jesse Dolojan is a 
sophomore English 
major. He is a staff 
writer for Newswire 
from Fort. Washing-
ton, Md.

BRAVE Column: Alone but Not Lonely 
I think there is a certain 

art to being alone, reveling in 
your solitude. 

Varying degrees of  alone-
ness exist, of  course. There’s 
the “dancing around like no 
one’s watching” alone. The 
“screaming and crying to 
your favorite (insert indie art-
ist here) song” alone. There 
is also the “I can no longer 
escape from my thoughts” 
alone, and that’s the one that 
many people seem to be afraid 
of  — so afraid that they sac-
rifice the potential enjoyment 
in being alone just to avoid 
getting to that point of  intro-
spection and self-reflection.

Interestingly enough, I 
have a lifetime of  experience 
with being alone for lots of  
different reasons: I grew up as 
an only child, I’ve lived with 
anxiety for as long as I can 
remember and after a while I 
just started to really like being 
alone. Maybe I just became so 
used to it that it became my 

norm, but enough about me.
This is for people who 

struggle with being alone, an 
entirely valid experience that 
I am here to help you through 
as best I can.

It’s important to make 
yourself  aware of  why exact-
ly you are alone. It could be a 
personal choice to take a step 
back from being surround-
ed by people and sounds and 
the world itself, or the cause 
could be more situational. 
Maybe a friendship just end-
ed and you’re trying to figure 
out how to stand for yourself  
again. Whatever the reason-
ing, use it to inform yourself  
on what to focus on when you 
are alone.

I’m an empath and a writ-
er so this might sound biased, 
but journaling might be one 
of  my favorite things to do 
during my alone time. Al-
though you will find yourself  
alone with your thoughts, the 
piece of  paper in front of  you 

and the pen in your hand give 
them somewhere concrete to 
go (and stay). You can spill out 
the things clogging your mind 
over many pages, or you can 
simply write down one word 
about how you are feeling and 
leave it at that. The fluidity of  
journaling is the best part.

If  starting off  your time 
alone with something as na-
vel gazing as journaling turns 
you off  a bit, that’s OK. Being 
alone can also just be a time 
for you to do the things you 
usually do with other people 
by yourself. 

Instead of  running errands 
with your entire friend group, 
hop in the car by yourself  and 
listen to your favorite songs 
while you roam through the 
aisles of  your favorite store. 
Revisit your favorite study 
spot on or off-campus and sit 
by the window with your fa-
vorite things laid out around 
you; for me, that consists of  
an overpriced iced coffee and 

any baked item that looks 
good to me at the moment. 
You can also do something as 
simple as sitting cross-legged 
on your bed and starting that 
book you’ve had “no time” to 
read. Or turn on a movie or 
TV show that makes you feel 
good inside.

Whatever the reasoning is 
behind your newfound alone-
ness, take that and shape it 
into something that goes 
deeper than just being with-
out others. Your bed can be 
warm enough with just your 
body in it.

Em Ivy is a junior 
communications and 
public relations dou-
ble major. They are 
a BRAVE Peer Ed-
ucator and contrib-
utor to the Newswire 
bi-weekly BRAVE 
column. 

BRAVE is an organiza-
tion that stands for “Be-
lieve Reclaim Advocate 
Vocalize and Educate” Our 
director, Talia Mason, and 
a selected group of  trained 
peer educators focus on 
educating and informing 
the Xavier campus on gen-
der-based inequality and 
violence through different 
workshops. The work-
shops are designed with 
prevention and interaction 
in mind to engage students 
in discussion surrounding 
these topics. Implementing 
BRAVE empowers survi-
vors and students to take 
a stand. Follow BRAVE on 
its Instagram for more! @
xavier_brave.
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Favre Shocks NFL World With Welfare Scandal

Xavier men’s soccer took 
the field with hopes of  keep-
ing their four-game winning 
streak alive. Those hopes 
fell short, as the Musketeers 
tied Seton Hall in their first 
Big East game of  the sea-
son. Xavier entered the game 
ranked No.24 in the country.

Early in the game, several 
fouls were committed by the 
Musketeers, along with two 
offsides penalties from Seton 
Hall that kept both teams 
from the goal box. 

For nearly 40 minutes, the 
game was scoreless. That 
changed, however, when Xavi-
er graduate student midfield-
er Cameron Wheeler scored 
his first goal of  the season for 
the Musketeers on an assist 
from sophomore midfielder 
Fabrizio Bernal de la Garza. 

A few minutes later, Wheel-
er took another shot, only to 
have it saved by the Pirates’ 
goalie. That was all the ex-
citement for the first half.

The start of  the second 
half  wasn’t much different 
from the first. Both teams 
came out of  the locker room 
playing aggressively; the foul 
count for this game ended at 
15 committed by Xavier and 
16 committed by Seton Hall. 

Again, as the Pirates were 
longing for a goal, they were 
caught offside several times.

There were a few times they 
got through to the goal, but 
redshirt junior goalkeeper 
Cole Jenson came in clutch 
with multiple key saves. 

Thirty minutes into the 
second half, the Musketeers 
drew a foul near half-field. 
Wheeler stepped up to take 
the free-kick, sailing it just to 
the right of  the goal. Right 
on cue, senior defender Makel 

Rasheed was able to get his 
head on the ball, directing 
it right into the goal box for 
Bernal to finish off  the head-
er into the side netting for his 
third goal of  the year.

The 80 minute mark was a 
rough stretch for the Muske-
teers. Eighty-four minutes in, 
Seton Hall put in their first 
goal of  the game, making 
the score 2-1. Xavier’s tired 

Retired NFL quarterback Brett Favre has made news recently for allegations of collaborating with former 
Mississippi Governer Phil Bryant to use state welfare funds to build a new volleyball facility for his daughter.

Men’s Soccer Ties in First Big East Match

legs showed when the Pirates 
scored another goal 30 sec-
onds before the game ended. 
The final score was 2-2.

The Musketeers look to get 
back to their winning streak 
as Big East play resumes this 
weekend. Xavier men’s soccer 
will face Marquette Univer-
sity on Saturday, followed by 
the University of  Connecticut 
on Oct. 1.

BY RYAN HULLIGAN
Guest Writer

BY BEN DICKISON
Guest Writer
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Sports
Banter

Loss of  Lance
Early in Sunday’s game 
against the Seattle Sea-

hawks, 49ers quarterback 
Trey Lance went down 

with what appeared at the 
time to be a lower leg inju-
ry. The former top five pick 

in the NFL Draft broke 
his ankle and is now out 

for the season. Luckily for 
the 49ers, veteran Jimmy 
Garrapolo stepped in and 
played well as they won 

27-7.

Money MacKinnon
Yesterday, Colorado Ava-
lanche star center Nathan 
MacKinnon became the 

NHL’s highest paid player, 
landing an eight-year ex-
tension worth up to $12.6 

million per season. The 
Avalanche will now look to 
defend their Stanley Cup 

title with their best player 
locked in for years to come.

Formula 1 More Year
In 2023, Formula 1 racing 

will hold a record 24 events 
in honor of  the sport’s ris-
ing popularity. For the first 
time, an event will be held 
in Las Vegas, in addition 

to the sport’s controversial 
return to China.

gan in the summer of  2018. 
In addition to the brand-

new indoor facility, USM also 
laid down three sand volley-
ball courts immediately south 
of  the construction site and 
added women’s beach volley-
ball as its 17th varsity wom-
en’s sport. The University 
cited the partnership with the 
education center and “about 
two dozen other donors” as 
the funding for the facility. 

However, Favre is thought 
to have received a total of  
$1.1 million from the MCEC 
in exchange for “speaking at 
events, keynote speaking, ra-
dio and promotional events 
and business partner devel-

opment,” according to New’s 
attorney in a July 11 court fil-
ing. The payments allegedly 
came at the order of  Bryant, 
who the state of  Mississippi 
claims complied with the re-
direction of  welfare money to 
Favre for the project. 

While Bryant is yet to face 
criminal charges and has de-
nied any wrongdoing, the 
state of  Mississippi, on be-
half  of  the Mississippi De-
partment of  Human Services, 
filed a civil suit against Favre 
in May. 

Alongside Favre were 
three pro-wrestlers and a va-
riety of  other defendants who 
were alleged to have misused 

over $20 million in welfare 
funds meant to provide assis-
tance to lower-income Mis-
sissippi residents through the 
Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families program. As 
part of  this lawsuit, some of  
Favre’s text messages with 
New were made public. 

In a text to New from Aug. 
3, 2017, according to court 
documents, Favre wrote, “If  
you were to pay me is there 
anyway the media could find 
out where it came from and 
how much?” 

“No, we never have had 
that information publicized. I 
understand you being uneasy 
about that though…” New re-

sponded.
Just a day later, New 

reached out to Favre, writ-
ing, “Wow, just got off  the 
phone with Phil Bryant! He 
is on board with us! We will 
get this done!” 

Favre acknowledged the 
message, texting, “Awesome 
I needed to hear that for 
sure.” 

On Dec. 17, 2017, Favre 
texted New, “Nancy San-
ta came today and dropped 
some money off  (two smil-
ing emojis) thank you my 
goodness thank you.” 

“Yes he did. He felt you 
had been pretty good this 
year!” New replied.

Favre has paid back 
$500,000 already, equivalent 
to the one of  the install-
ments that made up the $1.1 
million sum. Favre insists 
he did not know the money 
came from welfare funds. 

Mississippi State Auditor 
Shad White has stated that 
Favre still owes the state 
$228,000 in interest. As for 
Bryant and New, the future 
is uncertain. 

New and her son, who are 
set to be sentenced on Nov. 
19, also admitted to funnel-
ing welfare money to Preva-
cus, a Florida-based drug 
development company at-
tempting to create a remedy 
for concussions. Favre open-
ly has ties to the company. 

Three-time NFL Most 
Valuable Player Brett Favre 
has found himself  in hot wa-
ter this week after texts re-
vealing his participation in 
a welfare scandal were made 
public. 

The 52-year-old former 
quarterback allegedly collab-
orated with former Missis-
sippi Governor Phil Bryant 
and nonprofit Mississippi 
Community Education Cen-
ter (MCEC) Director Nancy 
New to funnel welfare money 
into funding for a new volley-
ball facility on the campus of  
the University of  Southern 
Mississippi (USM). 

New and her son Zachary, 
who assisted in running the 
education center, have both 
pleaded guilty to misspend-
ing welfare money. 

Favre is third all-time in 
passing yards for USM, his 
hometown university, and 
his daughter Breleigh played 
volleyball for the Golden Ea-
gles in 2017 and 2018 before 
switching to sand volleyball 
for the 2019-2022 seasons. 

In 2017, Favre began seek-
ing funds to build a new facil-
ity for his daughter and her 
volleyball team. This came 
in the form of  the $6 million 
USM Wellness Facility. Con-
struction for the facility be-
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83-yard drive that lasted al-
most nine minutes and ended 
in a touchdown pass to re-
ceiver Tee Higgins. After a 
two-point conversion pass to 
wide receiver Tyler Boyd, the 
Bengals were tied at 17-17.

After another Dallas punt 
with 2:20 left in the game, 
Cincinnati had a chance to 
drive down the field for a 
game-winning score. But a 
third down tackle by Dallas 
cornerback Trevon Diggs 
forced the Bengals to punt. 

Cooper Rush, who led a 
game-winning drive against 
Minnesota last season, then 

drove the Cowboys down the 
field, allowing Brent Maher 
to kick the 50-yard field goal 
as time ticked.

Head Coach Zac Taylor 
acknowledged Dallas’ “real-
ly stellar pass rush,” but said 
that the Bengals continue to 
give themselves opportuni-
ties in spite of  the pressure. 

“Once things settle down, I 
know we’re going to be a real-
ly good football team,” he said 
to the media after the game.

Burrow went 24-36 for 
199 yards and a touchdown, 
though he was sacked six 
times for 34 yards. 

Higgins led all receivers 
with six catches for 71 yards, 
one of  which was a game-ty-
ing touchdown. Joe Mixon 
rushed 19 times for 57 yards 
and pulled in three catches 
for an additional 26 yards. 
McPherson went a perfect 
3-3 on field goals, knocking 
them in from 50, 46 and 43 
yards.

The Bengals fall to 0-2 and 
remain in fourth place despite 
every team in the AFC North 
losing on Sunday. 

The Bengals travel to New 
York next week to take on the 
Jets.

The Cincinnati Bengals traveled to Dallas on Sunday to face the Cowboys. Although quarterback Joe 
Burrow did not turn the ball over, poor offensive line play made it tough for the Bengals to score points.

Photo courtesy of commons.wikipedia.org

Wild Week 2 Ends in Bengals Loss

Tampa Bay running back Leonard Fournette has played well so far this season, giving his fantasy owners an 
average of 12.5 points per game. Fournette’s stellar play is likely to continue given his increased workload.

Following what can only 
be described as a record-set-
ting Week 2 in the early NFL 
season, I want to dive in and 
analyze whether to buy or sell 
some of  this week’s most po-
larizing fantasy football sto-
rylines.

Buying:
Falcons tight end Kyle 

Pitts’ potential: In back-to-
back weeks, second-year tight 
end Kyle Pitts has posted two 
catches for 19 yards for an 
abysmal 3.9 fantasy points. If  
you are a Pitts owner, howev-
er, do not panic. If  you are not 
and find yourself  in need of  
help at the tight end position, 
look no further than Pitts.

Pitts still led Falcons pass 
catchers in snaps and routes 
run and should see more tar-
gets in the upcoming weeks. 
He became the second tight 
end in NFL history to sur-
pass 1,000 yards in his rookie 
campaign and is a generation-
al talent. Moral of  the story: 
Shoot a text to your league’s 
Pitts owner.

Buccaneers running back 
Leonard Fournette as an 
RB1: Through the first two 
weeks, Leonard Fournette, a 
former LSU standout, is av-
eraging 12.5 points per game, 
which on the surface is pret-

ty mediocre for someone who 
was drafted as a top two fan-
tasy player. However, when 
you look further into the 
numbers, Fournette has more 
than 20 carries and multiple 
targets in each game, which 
will lead to high-level pro-
duction.

Fournette averaged over 
six yards per carry in Week 1 
but was limited to 2.7 yards-
per-carry in Week 2 against 
a very tough Saints defense. 

Fournette out-played backup 
running back Rachaad White 
by 50 snaps over the weekend. 
In a league full of  running 
backs splitting carries, look 
toward Fournette to find a 
clear RB1.

Selling:
Raiders tight end Dar-

ren Waller’s early produc-
tion: Darren Waller is com-
ing off  a productive Week 2 
against the Cardinals, where 
he hauled in six of  eight tar-

In another close game, 
fueled once again by a late 
fourth-quarter push, the Cin-
cinnati Bengals lost to the 
Dallas Cowboys on Sunday 
20-17 off  a game-winning 
field goal. 

Despite a Bengals field 
goal on their opening drive, 
Joe Burrow and company 
were stifled by the Cowboys 
defense, led by First Team 
All-Pro linebacker Micah 
Parsons and defensive end 
Dorance Armstrong. They 
were once again held out of  
the end zone in the first half. 

Burrow was sacked six 
times, bringing the total 
times the quarterback was 
brought down to 12 after just 
two games.

The defense seemingly 
had no answers for the Dal-
las offense in the first half. 
Cowboys backup quarterback 
Cooper Rush, standing in for 
the injured Dak Prescott, fin-
ished the day going 19-31 for 
235 yards and a touchdown. 
The Bengals went into half-
time staring at a 17-3 deficit.

The Bengals were able to 
move down the field in the 
second half, leading to two 
field goals by Evan McPher-
son, cutting the deficit to 
eight points. After a Dallas 
punt, Burrow led a grueling 

More struggles along the o�ensive line result in missed chances for the weary Bengals

gets for 50 yards and a touch-
down, which was good for 17 
fantasy points. The concern 
for Waller comes from his 
play time, especially down 
the stretch. Raiders backup 
tight end Foster Moreau out-
snapped Waller and ran 18 
routes to Waller’s 25.

In the fourth quarter 
and overtime of  the Raid-
ers heartbreaking loss to the 
Cardinals, Moreau played 
over twice as much as Waller. 

BY MICHAEL DALEY
Guest Writer

It will be hard for Waller to 
keep up this elite production 
the rest of  the season if  he’s 
barely playing half  of  the 
time in an offense that has 
star wide receiver Davante 
Adams.

Seahawks wide receiv-
er Tyler Lockett as a legit 
WR2: Tyler Lockett was the 
lone bright spot for the Sea-
hawks in Week 2 with a huge 
107 yards, catching nine of  
11 targets. 

The Seahawks were trail-
ing all game, choosing to use 
a pass heavy gameplan. Se-
ahawks running backs Ken-
neth Walker and Rashaad 
Penny combined for only 10 
carries, and I don’t expect 
them to get near that number 
again. They will probably be 
near at least 20 carries per 
game.

The concerns with Lock-
ett mostly come from the 
quarterback as Geno Smith 
returned to reality after a 
dazzling Week 1 win over the 
Broncos. 

Throughout his career, 
Lockett has been a deep threat 
to his opponents, but that was 
when Russell Wilson was his 
quarterback. Now with Geno 
Smith throwing him the ball, 
deep ball opportunities will 
be limited. More targets will 
be given to tight ends and 
running backs going forward.

Analysis: Buying or Selling Week 2 Fantasy Storylines

BY PAT GAINOR
Guest Writer

Week 2 chaos in the NFL is an opportunity for fantasy owners to improve their teams

Photo courtesy of commons.wikipedia.org

Week 2 NFL Recap:

Dolphins 42, Ravens 38: 
Everything was going right 

for the Ravens as they entered 
the fourth quarter with a 35-14 
lead. However, Miami stormed 
back as touchdowns to receiv-
ers Tyreek Hill and Jaylen 
Waddle led a 28-3 run and an 
improbable win in Baltimore. 
Quarterback Tua Tagovailoa 
finished the day with 469 yards 
and six touchdowns.

Jets 31, Browns 30: 
Former Super Bowl MVP 

Joe Flacco led the New York 
Jets to an improbable victory 
thanks to a long touchdown to 
receiver Corey Davis, an onside 
kick recovery and a game-win-
ning score to hotshot rookie 
Garrett Wilson. According to 
ESPN Analytics, Cleveland had 
a 99.9% chance to win the game 
with 2:09 left in the game.

Cardinals 29, Raiders 23: 
The Arizona Cardinals were 

down 20-0 at halftime amid a 
routing by the Raiders offense. 
But quarterback Kyler Murray 
led the charge as the Cardinals 
swarmed back with a touch-
down and two-point conver-
sion with no time left to send 
the game into overtime, even-
tually winning on a fumble re-
turn for a touchdown.
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BY MARTY DUBECKY

Digital Communications 
Manager

Banned Books Week — 
kicking off  last Sunday and 
wrapping up this Saturday, 
Sept. 24 — seeks to celebrate 
diversity and inclusion in lit-
erature.

Book bannings have be-
come increasingly prevalent 
due to a rise in parents try-
ing to keep books with topics 
about race, diversity and gen-
der expression out of  schools 
and libraries. 

But book bannings have 
an even longer history. His-
torians say Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
was the first banned book in 
America due to its pro-aboli-
tion agenda and discussions 
about slavery in the years be-
fore the Civil War. 

By 1982, anywhere from 
500 to 800 books were chal-
lenged by libraries and 
schools. This surge in cen-
sorship attempts led the 
American Library Associa-
tion (ALA) to create Banned 
Books Week. Since then, 
multiple other organizations 
have joined the ranks of  the 
Banned Books Week Coali-
tion, which is an internation-
al alliance committed to the 

communication and action 
against censorship of  books. 

Among the 13 organi-
zations sponsoring Banned 
Books Week and the Coalition 
are the Comic Book Legal De-
fense Fund, the National Coa-
lition Against Censorship and 
the Association of  University 
Presses.

Each year, Banned Books 
Week has a theme. This year 

the Coalition put forth the 
theme “Books Unite Us. Cen-
sorship Divides Us.” 

Along with this focus, they 
release a list of  the 10 most 
challenged books of  the pre-
vious year, which are individ-
ually celebrated during the 
week. 2021’s most challenged 
books were:

1. Gender Queer by Maia 
Kobabe

2. Lawn Boy by Jonathan 
Evison

3. All Boys Aren’t Blue by 
George M. Johnson

4. Out of  Darkness by Ash-
ley Hope Perez

5. The Hate U Give by Ang-
ie Thomas

6. The Absolutely True Diary 
of  a Part Time Indian by Sher-
man Alexie

7. Me and Earl and the Dy-
ing Girl by Jesse Andrews

8. The Bluest Eye by Toni 
Morrison

9. This Book is Gay by Juno 
Dawson

10. Beyond Magenta by Su-
san Kuklin

“I don’t really think ban-
ning books is a good idea in 
general,” sophomore psychol-
ogy major Christian Cullen 
said. “Any government that 
ever banned books has nev-
er been considered the good 
guys when looking back in 
history. People should be al-
lowed to read what they want 
and form their own opinions.” 

Cullen mentioned his fa-
vorite banned book is Harper 
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, 
which does not appear on this 
list but has often been banned 
in the past.

Among the many events 
happening this week is a 

#BannedBooksChat on Twit-
ter, hosted by Banned Books 
Honorary Chair George M. 
Johnson, author of  All Boys 
Aren’t Blue, number three on 
the 2021 “Most Challenged 
Books” list. 

Along with this Twitter 
thread, several organizations 
are hosting Facebook Live 
events this week. Banned 
Books Week events aim to 
spread awareness about cen-
sorship of  books. 

Johnson was nominated as 
the Honorary Chair because 
of  their legacy as a writer 
pushing the boundaries on 
what topics can be written 
about today.

“I think people who fear 
‘dangerous’ books also over-
look how circuitous the line is 
from reading to belief  to ac-
tion,” Xavier English Profes-
sor Lisa Ottum commented. 

“As an English professor, 
I’d love to believe that read-
ing instills empathy that then 
translates reliably into proso-
cial attitudes,” she said.

The Banned Books Week 
website provides additional 
information about any and all 
events pertaining to the cele-
bration. The top 10 most chal-
lenged books of  2022 will be 
published in April 2023.

O� Pike Market Unites 
Near and Far in Norwood

BY KYRA HUDSON

Victory Park came alive 
last Saturday with the Off  
Pike Market as well as the 
first Norwood International 
Art Show.

Just a five minute drive or a 
20 minute walk away, Victory 
Park is located off  Montgom-
ery Road in a section of  Nor-
wood’s business district called 
“The Pike.” 

The Off  Pike Market has 
transformed Victory Park 
into a vendor market with live 
music every third Saturday 
from June through September 
since 2017.

The market features ven-
dors selling all kinds of  prod-
ucts, from trinkets to pottery. 
Visitors meandered the park, 
drinking coffee from food ven-
dors and observing the wide 

variety of  goods available for 
purchase as well as the art fea-
tured in the show.

The International Art 
Show, organized by the lo-

cal community organization 
Norwood Together, brought 
together recent immigrants 
from countries including Bhu-
tan, Syria, Peru, Venezuela, 
Bolivia and Turkey as part of  
Welcoming America’s Wel-
coming Week. 

The art show was described 
by its organizers as a “net-
work of  events throughout 
the U.S. and abroad… to build 
strong connections and affirm 
the importance of  welcoming 
inclusive places.”

Twenty-eight artists par-
ticipated in the art show. The 
tents, set up with artists sit-
ting behind them, featured 
unique mediums including 
pottery, crochet, paint, flo-
ral-pressed pictures and more. 

Artists of  all ages,  from 

Banned Books Week Stresses Unity

University of  Cincinnati stu-
dents to parents, came to par-
ticipate. 

Duwonne Biggers, the art-
ist behind Bigger Designs Ex-
clusives described his creative 
process for starting a project: 
“(I just take) any picture off  
the internet and  sketch it out. 
Then, I paint over it in black 
and white. The paints are 
acrylic too. Most of  the can-
vases take between five and 
eight hours to make.”

Mara Cakan, who makes 
intricate clay bowls under the 
brand name Queen City Clay, 
said, “I have a degree in in-
dustrial design, and I needed 
something to do on the week-
ends. The studio was close to 

where I live, so I took up pot-
tery, and here we are.” 

Artists and attendees alike 
commented on the apprecia-
tion for the community gen-
erated by the market and the 
Week of  Welcoming. 

Though Victory Park is 
small and surrounded by 
roads, a Speedway and a Kro-
ger, organizers were still able 
to create a space in which peo-
ple could linger.  Kids danced 
to the music from the band 
playing in a gazebo as friends 
and families wandered along 
appreciating the art. This 
market brought people from 
different communities all 
over the city together in this 
shared space. 

• Kim Kardashian announced the launch of  
her own private equity firm called SKKY 
Partners (Sept. 11).

• Zendaya became the youngest actress to 
win two Emmy Awards for Outstanding 
Lead Actress in a Drama Series, as well as 
the first Black woman to win the category 
twice (Sept. 12).

• Euphoria star Jacob Elordi is set to star as 
Elvis in a new Sofia Coppola movie about 
the singer’s wife, Priscilla (Sept. 12).

• Leonardo DiCaprio is reportedly pursuing 
27-year-old Gigi Hadid after his breakup 
with Camila Morrone (Sept. 13).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON

Newswire photo courtesy of Kyra Hudson

Newswire photo courtesy of Kyra Hudson
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BY CAROLINE PALERMO

Grief  is difficult to ex-
plain, let alone show in two 
hours on stage. Despite the 
challenge, Rabbit Hole, last 
weekend’s first Xavier The-
atre production of  the semes-
ter, displayed a genuine de-
piction of  grief  through its 
poignant script, brilliant set 
design and cast. 

Rabbit Hole follows home-
maker Becca (Erin Bonham) 
and her patient husband 
Howie (Andrew Norming-
ton) after the loss of  their 
four-year-old son Danny in a 
tragic car accident. She’s sur-
rounded by her irresponsible 
younger sister Izzy (Regan 
Utrup) and her overbearing 
but caring mother Nat (Anna 
Kahle). 

Jason (Parker Culp), the so-
cially awkward teenager that 
accidentally hit Danny, makes 
an appearance. It’s been eight 
months since their son died, 
and everyone around Becca 
seems to have moved on — 
even her husband. But not 
Becca. Everything reminds 
her of  Danny. 

One of  the best parts 
about this play is how it ex-

plores grief  through each of  
the characters. Becca is still 
strongly grieving and makes 
no effort to hide it. Howie 
goes to group therapy and 
puts on a brave face for ev-
eryone, even though he’s still 
hurting deeply. Normington 
beautifully depicted this in 
the climatic ending of  act one. 
Nat still mourns the loss of  
her son Arthur who commit-
ted suicide over 11 years ago. 

Izzy, on the other hand, 
tries to maneuver through 
this grief-stricken group 
while dealing with her own is-
sues — Utrup dazzled the au-
dience with her comedic relief. 
It’s a subtle, yet powerful way 
to show how grief  doesn’t 
look the same for everyone, as 
emphasized by Becca’s insis-
tence that comparing Arthur’s 
death to Danny’s is unfair. 

Subtlety is where this pro-
duction shone brightest, par-
ticularly in the set design. In 
its quieter aspects, it’s through 
the children’s artwork on the 
refrigerator and the scattered 
picture books on the table. 
The boldest feature of  the set 
was the visibility and scale 
of  Danny’s bedroom, which 
overlooks the living room 
where majority of  the scenes 

take place. It consisted of  lit-
tle animal chairs, toy robots 
and stuffed animals —  con-
stant reminders of  Danny’s 
presence. 

The bedroom also doubles 
as a metaphor for grief, par-
ticularly how large and con-
stant it is; it’s always there, al-
ways visible and never out of  
sight. It allows the audience 

to better understand Becca’s 
mindset and her need to sub-
consciously erase her son’s 
presence. 

While the cast was a joy to 
watch, their quiet, subtle re-
actionary scenes gave a punch 
to the gut. The emotional 
tension between Bonham and 
Normington cannot be under-
stated; they managed to ele-

vate the production’s themes 
even when not speaking.

The standout of  the show 
was undoubtedly Kahle’s 
Nat. Kahle’s comedic timing 
is impeccable; she masterful-
ly utilized her cadence and 
pacing to deliver these with 
ease. Kahle also knew when 
to tone down her performance 
to let her co-stars have their 
moments to shine, yet never 
dulled Nat’s colorful persona 
in the process. Her lingering 
gazes are just as powerful as 
her verbal delivery. 

Despite Culp’s smaller role, 
his portrayal was one of  the 
strongest in the production. 
The lingering guilt he feels 
from Danny’s death is evident 
throughout all of  his scenes. 
His gesticulations capture the 
essence of  an awkward boy. 
Culp’s delivery makes it im-
possible to imagine the lines 
delivered any other way. 

Rabbit Hole was a stellar 
way to kick off  the season. A 
beautiful, rich and emotional 
exploration of  grief ’s effects 
on individuals and how they 
can bleed onto personal rela-
tionships, intentionally or not, 
is not an easy play to pull off. 
However,  this production un-
doubtedly nailed it.

Dinotopia: A Fantastical Blast From the Past
BY JOSEPH NICHOLS

As midterm season ap-
proaches, it can be easy to get 
sucked into the monotony of  
classes and homework. Des-
perate for a break, we often 
turn to the latest movie or 
show on Netflix, yearning to 
keep up with the trends. 

However, I recommend to 
you something a little differ-
ent — dive into the past and 
discover an artistic master-
piece of  a book you probably 
don’t know, but you’ll wish 
you would have read years 
ago: Dinotopia: A Land Apart 
From Time.

In 1990, painter and an-
thropologist James Gurney 
was tasked by National Geo-
graphic magazine to paint 
imagined depictions of  lost 
and ruined cities from antiq-
uity. 

Imagining how these cities 
would have looked and put-
ting paint to canvas spawned 

a curiosity in Gurney that led 
to the creation of  two inde-
pendent paintings: “Dinosaur 
Parade” and “Waterfall City.” 
These paintings inspired him 
to spend the next two years 
creating 150 oil paintings and 
an accompanying storyline 
that would become his debut 
novel Dinotopia: A Land Apart 
From Time in 1992. 

Dinotopia auto-fictionaliz-
es the real-life Gurney stum-
bling across a peculiar 19th 
century diary written by sci-
entist Arthur Denison, who 
washes ashore on an island 
with his son Will after a ship-
wreck. 

They quickly discover that 
this island has served as a ref-
uge for dinosaurs for millions 
of  years, as well as a home 
for hundreds of  humans who 
have washed up ashore, just 
like Arthur and Will.  

The social environment 
on the island of  Dinotopia is 
charming; humans and dino-
saurs have been able to coex-

ist for tens of  thousands of  
years with every new member 
from the outside world bring-
ing with them new cultures, 
blending into the idyllic world 
that Will and Arthur explore 
together. 

Gurney opts for an adven-
ture more closely resembling 
Jules Verne’s 20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea rather than Mi-
chael Crichton’s Jurassic Park, 
with Gurney taking joy in 
the various escapades of  the 
father-son duo.  Readers are 
able to lose themselves in the 
adventures of  Arthur and 
Will  who journey through 
the countryside of  Dinotopia, 
experiencing a rich world of  
different cultures and customs 
on the island.  

His style — so distinctive 
and interesting that it is dis-
cussed in illustration classes, 
including those at Xavier — 
is present in the enchanting 
original paintings lovingly 
created by Gurney that adorn 
each page.

Good Grief: Rabbit Hole Astonishes

Gurney’s fantastical world-
building challenges his read-
ers to remember a more imag-
inative and magical time in 
their lives. Because of  this, 
Dinotopia has incredible appeal 
both to children and adults. 
Due to the great amount of  
paintings, the entire book 
takes under two hours for the 
average reader, yet its brevity 
is filled with such a substan-
tial amount of  beauty, making 
it easy to lose track of  time 
and spend countless hours in 
Dinotopia. 

Picking up Dinotopia: A 
Land Apart From Time as well 
as its two sequels, The World 
Beneath and Journey to Chanda-
ra, and spending a few hours 
reading through all three 

books could prove to be just 
what you need to help decom-
press with midterms quick-
ly approaching. I have spent 
many a slow Saturday after-
noon in all stages of  my life 
becoming enchanted time and 
time again in Gurney’s trilo-
gy, and I cannot recommend 
the series enough. 

I encourage you to give 
Dinotopia: A Land Apart From 
Time a few minutes and allow 
yourself  to become enchant-
ed by its alluring artwork, as 
well as the various ways of  
life Will and Arthur experi-
ence throughout their travels 
around the island of  Dinoto-
pia. It very well could be the 
greatest book you’ve never 
heard of.

Photo courtesy of @xaviertheatre via Instagram

Newswire photo courtesy of Joseph Nichols

Xavier Theatre’s season opener, Rabbit Hole, stunned audiences last 
weekend with its captivating depictions of a family living through grief.

Newswire photo courtesy of Joseph Nichols

James Gurney’s 1992 book Dinotopia uses 150 original oil paintings to 
illustrate his story of a world in which dinosaurs cohabitate with humans.
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How To "Christian Girl 
Autumn" Slay 

Five Things Better 
Than Pumpkin Spice

BY MOLLY HULLIGAN, HEAD COPY EDITOR

 UGG boots. 

 Skinny jeans.

 

 Knee-high boots. 

BY LUCY KRAMER, GUEST WRITER

 (Friends)

 Friends 

 (Spongebob Squarepants)

Spongebob Squarepants.

(Charlie and the Chocolate Factory)

Willy Wonka 

(Snow White and the Seven Dwarves)

in Snow White and the Seven Dwarves.

(The Hunger Games)

The Hunger Games 
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