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Students start web petition to restart program amid university hiring freeze
XU pauses group �tness classes

Group fitness classes at 
the Health United Building 
(HUB) were paused indefi-
nitely in a new move made by 
administration at the begin-
ning of  the fall semester. 

With this decision, 23 stu-
dents lost their jobs as group 
fitness instructors. 

Group fitness classes pro-
vided a space for students to 
attend specific fitness pro-
grams led by a student in-
structor who specialized in 
that exercise. Some classes 
offered include group cycling, 
zumba, pilates, yoga and more.

In light of  the recent cuts, 
a petition was started by for-
mer group fitness instructor 
Elizabeth Salazar to bring 
group fitness classes back to 
recreational sports. 

“We wanted to make sure 
that our voices and our fel-
low classmates’ voices were 
heard,” Salazar said. 

So far, the petition has 
gained over 630 signatures. 

“It’s comforting to see that 
there are a lot of  students like 
me that feel confused or upset 
that the group fitness classes 
are no longer available. The 
next step is to try and talk 
with SGA (Student Govern-
ment Association) to see what 
we can do for the future,” 
Salazar added.

Group fitness classes have 
been discontinued due to for-
mer Director of  Group Fit-
ness at Recreational Sports 
Mackenzie Mullins leaving 
the position in the Fall 2021. 

However, confusion re-
mains due to a lack of  commu-
nication as to why the hiring 
process has been suspended 

indefinitely. 
Hailey Johnson, a former 

cycle instructor for recre-
ational sports, explained her 
understanding of  why the 
group fitness program has 
been paused. 

“We got an email saying 
that our program would be 
on pause indefinitely, so we 
weren’t really told that it was 
stopped per se… I thought we 
were still going to have class-
es, but closer to the beginning 
of  this semester, I put two 
and two together. That’s how 
we found out,” Johnson said.

Former group fitness in-
structor Courtney Corrado, 
who taught a group cycling 
class at the HUB, expressed 
frustration about the loss. 

“(On) June 21, we got an 
email saying that the rec cen-
ter was unsure if  they’d be 
able to resume the fitness pro-
gram. Then we got an email 
on July 26 saying our fitness 
program has been paused,” 
she added. 

Group fitness instructors 
go through extensive train-

ing to become certified to lead 
classes. Johnson spoke on the 
training process to earn her 
position. 

“All of  us are certified… I 
studied for about two or three 
months, then took a standard-
ized exam to get my group fit-
ness certification. To teach in 
the HUB, you teach a couple 
classes and then you audition 
in front of  a few other group 
fitness instructors and (HUB 
employees),” Johnson said. 

Without the income that 
an on-campus job provides, 
many instructors are left with 
financial questions of  what to 
do next. 

“I’m fortunate enough that 
I do have (another) on-cam-
pus job, working at admis-
sions as a tour guide. I have 
been looking for another job. 
It was so convenient having 
(another) on-campus job. It fit 
really well with my schedule, 
but I’m not really sure what to 
do,” Johnson added. 

Corrado echoed her senti-
ment, saying, “I have all this 
experience with cycling and 

instructing, and I can’t go 
anywhere (outside of  Xavier) 
to instruct (due to schedule 
conflicts). So I have all this 
experience, and I’m instruc-
tor certified. People paid a lot 
of  money for those certifica-
tions.” 

“A lot of  kids were prom-
ised (raises) if  they got the 
certification (and) if  they 
stayed around for a (second) 
year instructing,” Corrado 
continued. 

Senior HUB facility man-
ager Zayvion Eusebe shared 
how the group fitness cuts 
have affected HUB rec sports 
as a whole. 

“It’s a huge gap that you’re 
missing, honestly. Although 
attendance may have been low 
for a period of  time, I think 
group fitness was a very im-
portant part of  Rec Sports in 
its entirety. It’s another ave-
nue for students to meet new 
people, and just kind of  get 
more incorporated with Rec 
Sports and the Xavier com-
munity as a whole,” Eusebe 
said. “So for the school to not 

even try to address why there 
was low attendance to begin 
with… and just immediately 
cut it was kind of  disappoint-
ing.”

“I think it’s important to 
note that if  students are will-
ing to pay and go off  campus 
and go to a gym, like a cycling 
studio, and pay money out of  
their own pocket, then there’s 
a need for these fitness classes 
on campus,” Eusebe added. 

“We have students who 
want to be in these programs, 
and we have students who are 
willing to teach them. May-
be there was a disconnect in 
how we get the message to 
students… But you have (stu-
dents) paying memberships 
to gyms off  campus when we 
have a great facility here with 
a dedicated staff  and all the 
resources they could have at 
their disposal. So there’s a… 
demand, so to speak, for this 
type of  stuff, that isn’t being 
met,” he said. 

Senior Matt Shannon, a 
weekly cycling class partic-
ipant, reiterated the disap-
pointment and expressed his 
appreciation for the commu-
nity-building that the group 
classes supplied as well as the 
opportunity for a versatile 
workout routine. 

Shannon still uses the spin 
bikes at the HUB, but says it 
is not the same as the group 
dynamic and class communi-
ty that he feels group fitness 
built. 

“Seeing the same people, 
you know them, and it kind of  
motivates you,” Shannon said. 

“Word of  mouth is going 
around through SGA, too, 
and I think they’ve been really 
supportive. So at the end of  
the day, it’s just about whether 
the university wants to con-
tinue this,” Corrado added.

BY MOLLY HULLIGAN AND 
RYAN BREECE

Head Copy Editor and 
Guest Writer
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Long-time administrator departs this month to pursue new health care career
Associate provost ends chapter at XU

Dr. Dave Johnson’s last 
day as Associate Provost and 
Chief  Student Affairs Officer 
is Sept. 9, and just two weeks 
later, he will begin a new 
chapter of  his career as Vice 
President of  Mission at St. 
Elizabeth Health.

First joining Xavier in 
2007, Johnson was enamored 
with Xavier’s Jesuit tradition 
and mission.  

“After grad school, I only 
applied to one job, and it was 
the position of  Director of  

Peace and Justice Programs at 
Xavier. It was that position or 
bust,” Johnson recalled.

In 2010, Johnson became 
the Executive Director of  the 
Dorothy Day Center for Faith 
and Justice, and he assumed 
his current role in 2012.

“I believe wholehearted-
ly in (Xavier’s) mission. We 
want to launch students out 
into the world to make this 
place a little bit of  a better 
place,” he said. 

Johnson currently oversees 
58 staff  members and over 
170 student workers, as well 
as over $17 million in revenue 
and 1.4 million square feet of  
facilities. 

“I really believe in this idea 
that a university is a place 
where on any given day, any 
given person can be a profes-
sor or a student, a mentor or 
a mentee. I have learned so 
much from students over the 
years,” Johnson reminisced.

“The students have been 
catalysts of  some of  the most 
important areas of  growth for 
the university. That’s been re-
ally cool to see — that interac-
tive relationship between the 
students and the institution, 
and how we’re all, I think, 
invited to be transformed by 
this place,” he continued.

Johnson’s passion for stu-
dents has allowed him to play 
an architectural role at Xavier. 
Reflecting on his time at Xavi-
er, he hopes he has been able 
to  help shape students’ lives 
during their time on campus.

Johnson facilitated the 
process of  bringing together 

peace and justice programs 
along with campus ministry 
in order to create the Center 
for Faith and Justice (CFJ). 
The CFJ is only one of  John-
son’s favorite parts of  Xavier.

“I love to begin the school 
year. I love welcoming student 
leaders back and welcoming 
in the first year class. It’s a 
time of  year that’s full of  pos-
sibility and promise, and it’s 
just really exciting,” Johnson 
noted. 

“And then, I love the end of  
the year because we get to look 
over our shoulders and see ev-
erything that students, faculty 
and staff  accomplished,” he 
added.

Johnson mentioned that his 
fondest speech to give is to 
the student leaders before the 
first-years arrive. 

“If  you could harness the 
energy of  those 300+ student 
leaders in that room, anything 

would be possible. It is just 
electric. It’s the kickoff  for the 
academic year, and for me, it’s 
like Christmas,” Johnson not-
ed. 

Despite his love for Xavi-
er, Johnson expressed that he 
feels ready for his next chap-
ter. 

“It might be time for seek-
ing new ways to make con-
tributions, and I feel like my 
next step is another Ignatian 
adventure where I’m going to 
go and try to make contribu-
tions to the common good,” 
Johnson explained.

“I’m gonna miss the stu-
dents. I’m gonna miss the en-
ergy — their energy,” John-
son said. 

“I know this sounds cheesy, 
but when you look at students, 
I really do believe you can see 
that twinkle in their eye. And, 
for me, that represents possi-
bility,” he concluded.

BY ETHAN NICHOLS AND
CHLOE SALVESON
World News Editor and 
Print Managing Editor

Gallagher Student Center swaps sushi for subs
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Johnson will depart from the Xavier community on Sept. 9, 2022.

Jersey Mike’s will soon be 
replacing Fujisan in Gallagh-
er Student Center as the fall 
semester rolls around.

Since the start of  the se-
mester, Xavier students have 
speculated when the sub shop 
is expected to open, with 
only a vague “Coming Soon 
Fall 2022” banner hanging in 
front. 

However, Senior Director 
of  Auxiliary Services Bill 
Moran was able to offer more 
details, suggesting students 
may be able to chow down on 
some fresh subs as soon as fall 
break, Oct. 6 and 7.

“There are a few obstacles 
that could get in the way, such 
as construction items that 
could take a little longer than 
expected, staffing or training 
issues that may come up, but 
we know what they all are, 
and we are trying to avoid 
them, so we are pretty com-
fortable opening right around 
fall break,” explained Moran.

Jersey Mike’s will be avail-

able on the Mobile Order app 
along with Burger 513, Victo-
ry Perk and Melt Lab, mean-
ing that students will be able 
to order their favorite subs, 
hot or cold, ready for pickup. 

While the hours of  opera-
tion are still yet to be solidi-
fied, Moran envisions Jersey 
Mike’s hours to be similar to 
those of  Currito. 

“We are hoping that this is 
something that can fill the lat-
er-night void to bring a little 
life into the Gallagher Cen-
ter at night,” Moran said. Al-
though, he suspects that may 
be difficult. 

“Staffing is going to be a 
challenge, so we may have to 
build up to that,” Moran ac-
knowledged.  

Despite the lack of  a defin-
itive opening date, many stu-
dents have expressed their ex-
citement for a new food option 
on campus. 

“I’m very excited that Jer-
sey Mike’s is coming to cam-
pus. Their focus on freshness 
is the reason why they are ‘A 
Sub Above’. They bake bread 
daily, slice meats and cheese 

BY JACKSON HARE
Education and 
Enrichment Coordinator

in front of  you and get their 
produce from local farms,” 
sophomore psychology major 
Anna La Forest exclaimed.

Meanwhile, Xavier’s sushi 
fans sulk over the loss of  Fu-
jisan, including junior Digital 
Innovation in Film and Tele-
vision student Nick Namyar.

“As a commuter student, 
Fujisan was an inexpensive 
and healthy option for me, 
and I enjoyed quickly grab-
bing some sushi or spring 
rolls in between classes,” 
Namyar said.

Furthermore, he ideates 
that Fujisan brought more di-
versity to the dining options 
on campus.

“I do think Fujisan was a 
unique option for Xavier. It is 
important to have multicul-
tural food options on or near 
campus, and I hope Xavier 
brings back something sim-
ilar in the future,” Namyar 
added.

Despite the sorrow felt by 
some at the loss of  Fujisan, 
Moran explained it was no 
longer as successful than 
when it first came to campus 

in Fall 2020. 
“Fujisan started to go 

down, seemingly in impor-
tance and in sales, so we made 
the decision that we didn’t 
want to go down that path for 
a third year and get a better 
offering there,” Moran said. 

While there are some 
mixed opinions regarding its 
arrival, the decision to add 
Jersey Mike’s is based on the 
results of  a survey conducted 
last spring. 

“There were about 12 or 15 

categories of  food on there, 
and when we tallied the re-
sults, the runaway winner by 
far was ‘American/sandwich 
platforms,” Moran reported. 

“Jersey Mikes just seemed 
to be a cut above the others in 
terms of  the quality. We also 
found out that they are pretty 
significant contributors in the 
communities that they are in, 
and we thought that lined up 
with our mission, so it seemed 
to be a good brand to begin a 
partnership with.”

Gallagher Student Center is trading sushi for sandwiches as Jersey 
Mike’s is the newest dining option to grace Xavier’s campus.

Newswire photo by Lilly Cotton
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New on campus: Xavier welcomes two Jesuits

The English Department’s 
newest addition, Dr. Nate 
Windon, already feels at home 
as a Musketeer.

Coming to Xavier from 
Loyola University Maryland, 
Windon has been teaching at 
the collegiate level for a total 
of  10 years and doesn’t plan 
on stopping anytime soon. 

Specifically, Windon has 
been hired as a Pre-1900s 
American Literature profes-
sor. His goal is to take this 
topic of  American Literature 
and test the bounds of  what 
students think. 

“In all of  the classes I 
teach, I try to broaden my 
students’ perspectives on both 
the terms ‘American’ and ‘lit-
erature,’” he said.

Part of  his mode of  broad-
ening perspective involves 
using a variety of  art forms 
in class, rather than limiting 
himself  and his students to 
documents and books. 

Currently, he is teach-
ing English 205: “Literature 
and the Moral Imagination” 
course on the topic of  the lit-
erary history of  Cincinnati, 
which studies local literature 
from the 19th century. 

He’s also teaching an up-
per-level English course, His-
tory 438, titled “Latin Amer-
ican Revolutions,” in which 
students learn about the 
Haitian and American Revo-
lutions by analyzing relevant 
writing from their respective 
time periods.

Windon received his doc-
torate. in English with a focus 
on 19th-century American 
Literature at Penn State and 
his master’s at the University 
of  Connecticut. 

It was Xavier’s Jesuit phi-
losophy and mission-driven 
focus that piqued Windon’s 
interest and attracted him to 
the school. 

“There’s an expectation of  
students coming to class as 
people — the whole person — 
and not just as a student who 
has paid their tuition,” he said.

Windon also emphasizes 
his appreciation for the com-
munity-centralized aspect of  
Xavier, specifically with the 
professor-student relation-
ships that are fostered here. 

“Seeing folks semester af-
ter semester and building up 
a community is something I 
look forward to here,” Win-
don said. 

Looking back at his own 
undergraduate experience, 
Windon began as a pre-med 
student until he found his true 
passion in the humanities.

After diving into the hu-
manities and attending grad-
uate school, Windon knew he 
wanted to teach and help oth-
ers. 

“I’ve benefited from so 
many professors in my own 
life, and to be able to play that 
role for other people is the 
most I could hope for,” Win-
don said.

Windon’s love for teaching 
is not confined to the colle-
giate level, though. While at 
Loyola, he taught at a correc-

BY EMILY CROFT

tional facility. 
“(My students) were hun-

gry for the opportunity to 
read and to talk to people,” he 
noted.

Windon will be taking the 
spring semester to head to the 
University of  Michigan for a 
fellowship to work on a book 
about how the idea of  “old 
age” has become a social cat-
egory with implications that 

people do not want to experi-
ence.

Never having truly been 
to Cincinnati prior to his in-
terviews for the position, he 
is excited about his wife and 
two-year-old daughter’s move 
to the Queen City. 

When he’s not with his 
family or grading papers, 
Windon enjoys biking. In fact, 
he loves biking so much that 

he has ridden across the coun-
try. 

He even woke up at 4 a.m. 
to bike through Kansas in an 
attempt to beat the heat. His 
first few experiences here at 
Xavier have been nothing 
short of  memorable.

“It’s been a lot of  fun… to 
join this community knowing 
I’m going to be part of  it for a 
long time,” Windon said. 

Dr. Nate Windon brings a new perspective and presence to the department
English department adds professor

Campus News

Xavier has welcomed two 
new Jesuits to campus: Chap-
lain for Xavier Athletics Fa-
ther Bill Murphy, S.J. and Je-
suit Regent Matthew Zurcher.

Murphy acts as a pillar of  
support and accompaniment 
for Xavier’s student athletes. 

His position as athletic 
chaplain is a new position for 
Xavier but not for other Jesuit 
universities. 

“In Jesuit schools, athletes 
have had structures of  spiri-
tual support for a long, long 
time, and I’m just continuing 
that tradition,” Murphy said. 

Murphy just celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee, or his 25th year 
of  being a Jesuit, and his 14th 
year since his ordination into 
the priesthood. From early on, 
Murphy felt drawn to the Je-
suit values, especially that of  
Magis, which inspires a spirit 
of  zeal and commitment. 

Murphy recounted his pull 
toward this community: “I 
chose the Jesuits because I 
love the mission, the ways in 
which Jesuits bring the mes-
sage of  God’s love to the peo-
ple we serve.” 

He grew up in East Lan-
sing, Mich. and completed his 
undergraduate education at 
DePauw University in Green-
castle, Ind. He also earned 
his masters of  divinity from 
Weston Jesuit School of  The-
ology in Cambridge, Mass.

Murphy is very familiar 
with working with students, 
having many years of  experi-
ence working as a teacher and 
administrator at St. Xavier 
High School in Cincinnati, as 
well as serving as the presi-
dent for Saint Ignatius Jesuit 
High School in Cleveland. 

Just before coming to Xavi-
er, Murphy worked on the 
Midwest Jesuit Province’s 
vocations team, where he 
provided guidance for those 
considering becoming Jesuit 
brothers and priests. 

Murphy’s office in the 
Heidt Family Champions 
Center allows him to easily 
give athletes counsel, attend 
their games and practices and 
supply them with a variety of  
baked goods. He hopes to ease 
their stress and provide them 
with a strong sense of  Ignati-
an wisdom and community. 

“Sometimes student ath-

BY TESS DANKOSKI letes just need to talk to 
somebody who’s outside of  
the authority structure and 
doesn’t control their playing 
time,” he said.

One of  the most founda-
tional parts of  his position, 
he believes, is simply praying 
for the student athletes. 

“If  I’m not praying for 
them,” Murphy said, “then 
how am I going to care for 
them?” 

While Murphy has been 
immersed in the priesthood 
for many years now, Matthew 
Zurcher is currently complet-
ing his Jesuit regency, which 
is one of  the five stages of  Je-
suit formation. 

Zurcher works in the Cen-
ter for Faith and Justice in the 
Gallagher Student Center, 
where he helps with Catho-
lic retreats, teaches first year 
Core classes and serves as an-
other source of  support here 
on campus. In addition to 
working toward ordination, 
he hopes to teach courses re-
garding Ignatian spirituality 
in the future. 

Zurcher was born and 
raised in western Pennsyl-
vania and attended Carnegie 

Mellon University in Pitts-
burgh for his undergraduate 
education. As a young man 
studying and pursuing arts 
and humanities, the idea of  
becoming a Jesuit was far 
from Zurcher’s mind.

 “I did not go to church at 
that time and wanted nothing 
to do with it,” Zurcher said.

However, his attitude shift-
ed when he got the opportu-
nity for a unique job position. 

“I ended up running half-
way houses, and through do-
ing that work and living with 
and being close to people who 
were suffering, I was drawn 
back to spirituality,” Zurcher 
said. 

He has had a wide range of  
job experiences, both within 
the Jesuit community and out-
side of  it, working as a school 
bus driver, high school En-
glish teacher, choral conduc-
tor and prison chaplain. 

Zurcher has since complet-
ed his masters degree in social 
philosophy at Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago as well. When 
asked about his whirlwind of  
past experiences, he explained 
how they have greatly shaped 
his perspective and strength-

ened his faith. 
“The diverse blessing of  

jobs that I have had allows me 
to really be able to look at all 
of  you with a great deal of  
hope,” Zurcher said. “And I 
think, ‘Man, you have no idea 
how cool life can be when you 
just let go and follow your 
heart.’”

Both new faculty members 
have expressed their excite-
ment regarding the commu-
nity here at Xavier. When be-
ginning the shift from his last 
job to this one, Murphy was 
heartened by the attitude of  
the students and staff. 

“The kindness of  the peo-
ple at Xavier, from the time 
I began talking to them until 
now, has been incredible. Al-
most overwhelming,” he said. 

Zurcher, too, feels moved 
by the students he works with 
every day. 

“My favorite thing so far is 
when people just pop in, and 
we can talk about how life is 
going, what is exciting them, 
what they’re struggling with 
or working through,” he said. 
“I’m hoping that that will con-
tinue and that my door will 
just stay open.” 

Xavier’s English Department has added a new professor to their lineup this fall. Dr. Nate Windon
comes to Xavier bearing plenty of professional experience and a freshened perspective.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Nate Windon
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• A teenage boy was hos-
pitalized last week after a 
USB cable became stuck 
inside of  his penis. The 
boy had been trying to use 
the cable to measure the 
inside of  his penis, and the 
cable became entangled 
and lodged (Sept. 3).

• A new startup is aiming 
to assist companies in lay-
ing off  employees. The 
company, Continuum, has 
received more than $12 
million in funding, and 
aims to help companies 
find creative ways to fire 
employees (July 22).

• A man has claimed a new 
world record after pad-
dling down the Missou-
ri River in a 846 pound 
pumpkin (Aug. 31). 

• A Brazilian man has 
survived 11 days in the 
Atlantic Ocean floating 
alone in a freezer. The 
man was on a fishing 
trip that was intended 
to last three days. Af-
ter cracks formed in his 
boat, water began pour-
ing in. The vessel sunk 
off  the coast of  North-
ern Brazil (Sept. 3).

Photo courtesy of nara.getarchive.net

USB cord entangled in penis, world records

Thousands of residents in Jackson, Mississippi have been left without clean drinking water. The 

Monsoons devastate Pakistan
BY PATRICK GAINOR
Guest Writer

More than 1,200 people 
have died and 33 million have 
been displaced as catastrophic 
floods tear their way through 
Pakistan. 

The floods, caused by a 
“monster monsoon,” have laid 
waste to more than 1.1 million 
homes and more than 3,100 
miles of  road across the coun-
try. More than 800,000 live-
stock have been killed.

The flooding began in mid-
June, after a historic heatwave 
where temperatures reached 
122 degrees accompanied by 
minimal precipitation. Ac-
cording to the Pakistan Me-
teorological Report, the coun-
try’s total rainfall was 190% 
above normal, with the wet-
test monsoon season on re-
cord since 1961. 

 Areas closest to the In-
dus River were quickly over-
whelmed. Areas in the Baloch-
istan province have received 
a 410% increase in rainfall, 
while areas in the Sindh dis-
trict have received a stag-
gering 466% increase. Cities 
across the Charsadda and 
Khairpur districts have been 
overwhelmed with extensive 
flood damage, with neck-high-
water in some places.

The cause of  this “monster 

monsoon” has been linked to 
the effects of  global warming, 
by some researchers. Fahad 
Saeed, an Islamabad-based 
analyst for Climate Analytics, 
said that heat waves preced-
ing the season were “30 times 
more likely due to climate 
change.” 

Other weather experts say 
that higher temperatures lead 
to heavier rainfall, as warmer 
air has a greater capacity to 
hold water. That, paired with 
the melting of  glaciers, has 
caused the worst flooding Pa-
kistan has seen since 2010 and 
the most rainfall since 1961. 

Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif  has spent the last 
weeks pleading for aid from 
other countries, calling this 
flood “the worst in the his-
tory of  Pakistan,” with esti-
mated recovery costs nearing 
$10 billion. The United Na-
tions submitted an appeal on 
Tuesday for $160 million in 
emergency efforts, with Chi-
na independently submitting 
an additional $57 million on 
Saturday. Other countries in-
cluding France, Turkey, Qa-
tar, Uzbekistan, Jordan and 
Turkmenistan have also sent 
in several plane loads of  re-
lief  goods, including medicine 
to combat the outbreak of  wa-
terborne disease, large dewa-
tering pumps to reduce water 

levels and teams of  doctors 
and experts to actively assist 
in relief  efforts. 

According to the Global 
Climate Risk Index, Pakistan 
is the eighth-most vulnerable 
country to damages caused 
by climate change, though 
they are responsible for less 
than 1% of  the world’s plan-
et-warming gases. 

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres is among sev-
eral officials and experts who 
have made a call to increase 
climate change awareness 
amidst this humanitarian di-
saster, saying that the world 
needs to stop “sleepwalking” 
through this deadly crisis. He 
is scheduled to visit Pakistan 
on Friday to meet with offi-
cials. 

In addition to the damage 
to infrastructure and potential 
loss of  life, the impacts on ag-
riculture and Pakistan’s food 
supply will be felt in markets 
as well.

“Pakistan’s rice output has 
been really good over recent 
seasons,” Peter Clubb, a mar-
ket analyst at the Interna-
tional Grains Council said. 
“While any large production 
loss is obviously bad, that im-
provement in production over 
recent seasons gives a bit of  
leeway.”

 

The Lighter Side

In Jackson, Miss., more 
than 150,000 residents lack 
clean and reliable running wa-
ter.   

Severe record-setting rain-
fall and flooding in late Au-
gust dramatically rose water 
levels to dangerous heights 
in the local Pearl River. This 
flood streets and penetrating 
the O.B. Curtis Water Treat-
ment Plant, which treats more 
than 50 million gallons of  wa-
ter a day for the city and sur-
rounding communities.  

The rising floodwaters 
caused the facility’s backup 
pumps to fail, on which the 
plant was solely operating 
after its main motors had al-
ready stopped working.  

Catastrophic issues at 
the plant led Jackson Mayor 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba to 
declare a water system emer-
gency on Aug. 29, as Jackson’s 
water system was on the verge 
of  collapse. These problems 
resulted in low or no water 
pressure for many residents in 
Jackson early last week.  

Contributing to he situa-
tion were problems with a wa-
ter system that had been unre-
liable — one crippled by aged, 
insufficient infrastructure, 
delayed, and meagre mainte-
nance.

The city has previously 

dealt with frequent water ser-
vice disruptions and warn-
ings, including a boil advisory 
that had been in effect since 
July due to high levels of  
cloudiness in the water sup-
ply that could cause potential 
illness.  

Residents have also been 
warned to shower with their 
mouths closed due to the con-
taminated water. 

In response to the crisis, 
Mississippi Governor Tate 
Reeves and the Biden admin-
istration issued an emergency 
declaration last week to aid 
with disaster relief  efforts.  

“To everyone in the city: I 
know that you’re dealing with 
a profoundly unfair situation,” 
Reeves said.  

“It’s frustrating, it’s wrong 
and it needs to be fixed,” he 
added. 

As a part of  his emergen-
cy declaration, Reeves also 
activated Mississippi Nation-
al Guard troops to help local 
volunteers distribute bottled 
drinking water and potable 
water at seven mass distribu-
tion sites created by the state, 
in addition to several city 
sites.  

Many of  these distribution 

sites quickly ran out of  water, 
prompting response from var-
ious local organizations, such 
as anti-violence program Op-
eration Good. 

At a press conference 
concerning the water crisis, 
Reeves addressed these re-
sponse efforts.

 “Together, we have built a 
strong coalition to respond to 
the crisis. I’m incredibly ap-
preciative to all the folks who 
are working together to help 
those in need,” he said.

President Biden and White 
House officials have been in 
contact with Lumumba about 

relief  assistance, including 
support from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.  

“We’ve offered every single 
thing available. In Mississip-
pi, the governor has to act. 
There’s money to deal with 
this problem,” Biden said.

Meanwhile, the lives of  
Jackson residents have been 
affected tremendously. Thou-
sands face long lines at distri-
bution sites in intense heat for 
safe water to utilize, business-
es have adapted and purchased 
clean water and schools have 
temporarily shifted to remote 
learning. 

Progress has been made in 
restoring water service to res-
idents, according to state and 
local officials. Lumumba said 
that water pressure had been 
re-established for most city 
residents on Sunday. 

“All of  Jackson should 
now have pressure and most 
are now experiencing nor-
mal pressure. Multiple tanks 
are approaching full. We no 
longer have any tanks at low 
levels,” a city news release de-
tailed.

However, Lumumba stated 
that the city still faced enor-
mous efforts to fully restore 
service.

He noted that Jackson “will 
be in an emergency even as 
the water is restored.”

Photo courtesy of feliswong.com
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Jackson residents without water
Thousands of people in Jackson, Mississippi lack clean, safe drinking water

BY JUSTIN MALONE
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Soviet leader Gorbachev dies at 91
 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who 

led the former Soviet Union 
into the final days of  the Cold 
War, died on Aug. 30, mark-
ing the end of  living Soviet 
leaders.

Gorbachev, after taking 
power on March 15, 1990, 
aimed to reorganize the eco-
nomic and societal structure 
of  the Soviet Union. While 
working under his predeces-
sor, Leonard Brezhnev, he 
pursued a mission of  rapid 
modernization and restruc-
turing the  Soviet bureaucracy. 

The leader is frequently 
remembered for enacting the 
policies of  Glasnost and Pere-
stroika. Glasnost aimed to ex-
pand freedoms of  expression 
and information that had been 
restricted under previous 
regimes. Perestroika took a 
more structural approach, en-
acting a more democratic po-
litical system and also open-
ing up a limited free-market 
system. 

While Gorbachev’s reign 
was short, he is best known 
for ultimately thawing Cold 
War tension and withdrawing 
Soviet troops from Afghani-
stan. After battling internal 
tensions, Gorbachev resigned 
on December 25, 1991 as 
president of  the Soviet Union, 
which ceased to exist the fol-
lowing day. 

A public commemoration 
was held in an open casket 

format in Moscow’s Hall of  
Columns. Two Russian sol-
diers flanked his body on ei-
ther side, accompanied by 
Gorbachev’s family members, 
including his daughter Iri-
na Virganskaya and his two 
granddaughters. The ceremo-
ny lasted 3.5 hours, with Mos-
cow residents waiting outside 
the hall to honor the former 
president. Later the following 
day, Gorbachev was laid to 
rest next to his wife Raisa at 
the Novodevichy Cemetery. 

Gorbachev was seen as an 
outcast for the radical eco-
nomic and democratic chang-
es he enacted while president 
of  the Soviet Union, which 
left many citizens craving a 
strong-headed leader. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
been quoted blaming Gor-
bachev as the reason for the 
demise of  the Soviet Union, 
and Gorbachev criticized Pu-
tin’s regime during his later 
years of  life. 

In recent years, while Gor-
bachev personally did not 
denounce Putin’s invasion 
of  Ukraine, his organization, 
The Gorbachev Foundation, 
called for peace negotiations, 
stating: “There is nothing 
more precious in the world 
than human lives.” 

Putin ultimately couldn’t 
make the funeral due to his 
work schedule, according to 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov, but he paid his re-
spects earlier in the week. 

Putin was seen laying a 
bouquet of  roses, bowing and 

making the sign of  the cross 
by Gorbachev’s open coffin 
in the Central Clinical Hos-
pital. Putin was one of  the 
only world leaders allowed to 
attend the funeral since Mos-
cow enacted a travel ban on 
many foreign officials in retal-
iation to the slew of  Western 
sanctions due to the Russian 
invasion of  Ukraine. 

“He led the country during 
difficult and dramatic chang-
es, amid large-scale foreign 
policy, economic and society 

Record-breaking heat waves devastate West Coast

Fall is just around the cor-
ner for the U.S., but the heat 
has been ramping up across 
the country.

On the West Coast, Cali-
fornia is burning up with heat 
up to 114 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Low humidity is also contrib-
uting to an increased risk of  
wildfires. Various weather 
channels predict that this heat 
is only going to continue ris-
ing, breaking records in the 
West and Midwest.

According to a report from 
the First Street Foundation, 
temperatures considered 
dangerous by the National 
Weather Service in these re-
gions will affect over 8 million 
Americans this year and in-
crease 13 times over 30 years.

“This reality suggests that 
a 10% temperature increase in 
Maine can be as dangerous as 
a 10% increase in Texas, even 
as the absolute temperature 
increase in Texas is much 
higher,” the report concluded.

A wildfire in California has 
spread 4,625 acres, threaten-
ing 32,000 blocks of  neigh-
borhoods and people living in 
Castaic Lake Drive. This, in 
addition to further wildfires 
in California and the North-
ern part of  the Great Basin, 

has threatened the lives and 
homes of  many residents. In 
one instance, seven firefight-
ers received heat-related in-
juries, according to the Los 
Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment.

In the hottest desert on 
the planet, Death Valley, tem-
peratures were predicted to be 
more than 120 degrees. 

“Take this heat seriously 
even if  you’re healthy, because 
the predicted temperatures 
are nothing to take lightly,” 
Dr. Geoffrey Leung, the pub-
lic health officer of  nearby 
Riverside County, said in a 
statement. “Even remaining 
outdoors for short periods of  
time can impact your health.” 

In Los Angeles, nine cool-
ing centers across the city 
have been opened for use to 
the public so residents can 
keep cool during the massive 
heat waves.

While these temperatures 
are dangerous, some research-
ers are predicting it will be-
come worse. 

“When everyone thinks of  
this extreme summer we (are 
having), this is probably one 
of  the best summers over the 
next 30 years,” Matthew Eby, 
founder and CEO of  the First 
Street Foundation, said. “It’s 
going to get much worse.”

Not only does the hot 

BY VIVIANA HERNANDEZ
Guest Writer

weather bring wildfires, it 
also has the potential to cre-
ate hurricanes. The National 
Hurricane Center detected a 
low pressure area over the At-
lantic Ocean that could likely 
develop into a tropical depres-
sion later on.

Last week, heat weather 
warnings popped up across 
weather platforms, warning 
Cincinnati residents about the 
high heat index with tempera-
tures up to 98 degrees, feeling 
like 103 degrees.

“Anyone overcome by heat 
should be moved to a cool and 
shaded location. Heat stroke is 
an emergency and in the event 
someone seems to suffer from 
one, call 911 immediately,” Dr. 
Marily Crumpton, Interim 
Health Commissioner of  the 
Cincinnati Health Depart-
ment, said.

Kerry Wangen, a psychi-
atrist in private practice in 
Southern California, said 
“There is a direct link, and 
mental health and psychoso-
cial well being will decline as 
climate change pressures in-
crease.”

“Although I’ve never had a 
patient present primarily for 
climate-related anxiety, it’s 
common to discover that it’s 
there alongside other social 
and societal fears,” said Daniel 
Hochman, a psychiatrist.

challenges. He deeply realized 
that reforms were necessary 
and tried to offer his solutions 
for the acute problems,” Putin 
said.

U.S. Secretary of  State 
Antony Blinken said in a state-
ment, “Mr. Gorbachev was 
open to acknowledging his 
country’s history — not just 
its triumphs, but its tragedies 
— what he called the blank 
spots of  the Soviet Union’s 
past. He created space for dis-
senting views, and freed dissi-

dents who had spent years in 
exile or prison. He was also 
open to working with other 
nations, including adversar-
ies like the U.S., driven by the 
conviction that dialogue was 
in the interest of  his people 
— and all people.”

UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said, “The 
world has lost a towering 
global leader, committed mul-
tilateralist, and tireless advo-
cate for peace.”

 
 
h t t p s : / / w w w. f l i c k r .

com/photos/usfwsnorth-
east/5473917124

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY

Multimedia Managing 
Editor
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On my high school gradu-
ation day, after the ceremony, 
I remember my first thought 
being, “Well, where do I go 
from here?” It’s a question 
that I’m sure many of  my 
fellow Xavier classmates 
had upon their high school 
graduations. “Daunting” was 
perhaps the best word to de-
scribe the feeling, at least for 
me. 

There were so many con-
flicting feelings and emo-
tions that swirled through 
me in the months leading up 
to Manresa, so many ques-
tions. What was dorm life 
going to be like? Would my 
roommate like me? Would I 
be able to find clubs that fit 
my interests? These are just 
a few questions that I’m sure 
many of  us asked ourselves 
at one point or another. As 
the date of  move-in drew 
ever closer, I became increas-
ingly concerned about what 
lay ahead.  

When move-in day even-

tually arrived, my heart beat 
became faster the closer I 
approached campus. I was 
relieved then, when upon my 
approach, my car was met 
with cheers and applause. 

As I stepped out of  my car, 
any feelings of  alienation I 
had quickly dissipated. My 
presence was celebrated. I 
was taken aback. People I 
had never met excited to see 
me? The mere thought of  it 
baffled me. 

`They descended upon my 
car, carrying my belongings 
up three flights of  stairs 
to my room. I climbed the 
stairs with both dread and 
excitement. I entered my 
room, the walls sparse and 
uninviting. As the Manresa 
staff  set my things inside 
my room, they said to me, 
“Welcome home.” I cracked 
a warm smile at that; I sup-
posed I was home. 

I was struck by how wel-
coming the staff  was during 
move-in and throughout 

Manresa. Even though these 
people knew nothing about 
me or my journey through 
life, they immediately treated 
me as though I was part of  
the Xavier family. When the 
dust had eventually settled, 
I stood alone in my dorm 
room. I had finally made it. 
The anticipation of  waiting 
to be here was over. 

However, the anticipation 
of  meeting people and mak-
ing new friends remained. 

After Mass, my parents 
left. For a time, I was left 
completely alone in a foreign 
place. The moment of  isola-
tion was scary, but it passed 
quickly. Soon after, I met my 
Manresa small group. While 
the mood of  the room was 
awkward at first, it didn’t 
take long for us to grow 
more accustomed to one an-
other. Finally, after months 
of  anticipation, I met friends, 
and I felt truly at home.  

The expectations one has 
will always seem greater 

when compared to reality. 
When it comes to college, 
what someone believes in-
fluences their experience far 
more than what they see. It 
can be hard for first-years 
to make the transition to 
college, especially with the 
massive expectations that 
come with going to college. 
We can be thankful, there-
fore, that Xavier treats first-
years as members of  the 
family from the start. 

Many other schools like 
to tout how welcoming they 
are, and while I can’t speak 
to that from experience, I do 
find it hard to believe after 
experiencing the welcome 
that Xavier provided me and 
my class. I am thankful for 
the hospitality that Xavier 
extended to my family as 
well.  

First impressions mean 
a lot, especially regarding 
college. I had many expec-
tations about Xavier: some 
good, some not so good. I’m 

not sure what expectations 
I did have, but I remember 
the general feeling of  antic-
ipation and eagerness. There 
was also the feeling of  ap-
prehension and terror that 
came with meeting new peo-
ple and moving away from 
home. However, I had soon 
found that I had no reason to 
be apprehensive. 

While I still miss home 
and my family, I have made 
so many new friends. The re-
ality of  attending Xavier has 
been far more amazing than 
I could have imagined.        

year English major. 

er for Newswire from 
Cleveland.

Xavier and Newswire expectations vs. reality

Civil discourse and engage-
ment is at an all-time low in 
our country. No one seems 
willing, let alone able, to hold 
a conversation with someone 
who has an opinion different 
from their own.  

It has even spread to trivial 
matters, such as arguing over 
books, classes, homework and 
dinner. 

Engagement is just as fruit-
less as dialogue, with very few 
people willing to become in-
formed and bring the commu-
nity together to have difficult 
conversations.  

Although Xavier has made 
attempts to encourage dis-
course and engagement, it has 
not always been successful at 
educating our population on 
various issues.

Additionally, there is a 
great inequality about what 
is allowed to be discussed 
and organized. Whether it 
be clubs, speakers or events, 
there is always some censor-
ship. 

With that in mind, the Ig-
natian Speaker Initiative has 
tried to shed some light on 

the issue and create a more 
open space for discourse. Of  
course, there are still rules 
about content to be discussed, 
but the goal is to shift the fo-
cus from limiting voices to the 
safety for our students and an 
equal chance to be heard.  

H a v -
ing been 
given a 
chance to 
lead and 
attend a 
number of  events on campus, 
I have seen that we are in dire 
need of  a greater variety of  
views. We learn nothing by 
simply hearing one side of  the 
story.  

I have been given the op-
portunity to sit as an am-
bassador for our Take It On 
initiative led by Dr. Mack 
Mariani. A cohort of  about 20 
students have decided that we 
will not sit and let this happen 
any longer.   

Some of  us are tasked with 
the voting information and 
others with a range of  topics 
to prepare an event. Some of  
these topics include dialouge 

as a whole, anti-Semitism, 
mental health and wellness. 
Although we are being guided 
by staff  and volunteers, these 
events are led by the ambas-
sadors. 

Some of  our events may 
offer a time for the crowd to 

give their opinion 
or a follow-up by a 
faith or communi-
ty group on cam-
pus. We are also 
planning some fol-

low-up events for the week af-
ter to give time for reflection 
and growth.  

To make these events the 
best possible, we have been 
generously gifted money from 
organizations such as the Cin-
cinnati Jewish Federation and 
are partnering with the Office 
of  Institutional Diversity and 
Inclusion and the Center for 
Faith and Justice. 

Our goal is to bring togeth-
er as many groups as possible 
to sit down with each other 
and have healthy dialogue.  

Whether you are a little cu-
rious or extremely passionate 
about a topic, I recommend 

joining us for any of  the Take 
It On events. You may get to 
hear from someone with a 
different opinion, and it may 
make you upset or uncomfort-
able, but the important part is 
that you are experiencing it 
along with us. 

One of  our ultimate goals 
is to provide Xavier students 
with a starting point to ex-
perience healthy engagement 
and dialouge. Discourse and 
engagement are learned and 
mastered through practice 
and patience, so we must al-
ways be sharpening our skills. 

So, I ask that you bring 
yourself  and a friend so that 
we can prepare as many peo-
ple as possible for the con-
troversy of  the world. Help 
us equip Xavier student to 
hold a solid, healthy conver-
sation with anyone they may 
encounter regardless of  sex, 
race, sexuality or whatever 
else the difference may be. 

We are limited to what we 
are able to pull off  this year; 
however, the time for waiting 
on someone else to do it first 
is gone. Now is the time to 

step up and let your voice be 
heard.  

This transition will not be 
simple or quick, and progress 
is a painful and loathingly 
slow process, but that does 
not mean we are not trying 
to make the outcome a little 
more positive.  

I implore you to engage 
in healthy discourse, join the 
community in a service event, 
be informed on what is being 
polled and go out and vote. 
We need everyone to contrib-
ute and do whatever it is that 
you can to make the future 
just a little bit brighter for the 
next generation and our own. 

Discourage dysfunctional dialogue

Trevor Tiemeyer is a 

ble major. He is a 
News-

wire from Mason, 
Ohio.

I have been given the 
opportunity to sit as 
an ambassador for our 
Take It On initiative
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Kimberly Strassel misinforms
Misinformation is no joke. 

While free speech is of  vital 
importance, there must be a 
balance. Xavier is purpose-
fully bringing onto campus a 
speaker who promulgates the 
so-called “Big Lie” that the 
2020 election was stolen, as 
well as attempting to under-
mine the Jan. 6 Committee’s 
ongoing investigations. 

Kimberly Strassel is being 
brought onto campus today 
by the Smith Center in the 
Williams College of  Business 
for a luncheon, where she will 
be featured prominently and 
give a keynote address. This 
should be of  no surprise to 
anyone, given that the Smith 
Center is partially funded by 
the Koch Foundation, a liber-
tarian, right-wing, organiza-
tion started by Charles Koch 
and David Koch. The Koch 
brothers promote climate de-
nial, oppose government in-
volvement in health care and 
donate significant amounts of  
money to conservative orga-
nizations and candidates. 

Strassel repeatedly cast 
doubts on the 2020 election 
and its legitimacy. She went 
as far as to accuse the Demo-
cratic National Party of  “fix-
ing” the election, despite no 
reputable governmental insti-
tution having yet confirmed 
these claims. 

As bad as this is, Strassel 
also went on to question and 
deny the results of  the Muel-
ler report, not to mention her 
attempts to undermine the 
Jan. 6 Committee’s ongoing 
investigation. 

Strassel’s lecture today is 
all about the superiority of  
capitalism as a socio-political 
and economic system. She has 
argued that the COVID-19 
vindicated capitalism, and 
she’s right; it did. Capitalism 
is working exactly as it is in-
tended to, the real question is 
for whom is it working? 

Xavier should not be pro-
moting someone willfully 
spreading misinformation. 
Xavier University Young 
Democratic Socialists of  
America stands opposed to 
misinformation and the pro-
motion of  Kimberley Strassel.

Mo Juenger is a senior 
Spanish and histo-
ry double major from 
Cincinnati. She is the 
Editor-in-Chief of 
Newswire. 
Charlie Gstalder a se-
nior English and phi-
losophy double major 
from New York. He is 
the Opinions & Edi-
torials Editor for News-
wire. 
Juenger and Gstalder 
co-chair the Newswire 
Editorial Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Nichols is a 
sophomore Philosphy 
Politics and the Pub-
lic major. He is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire from Cin-
cinnati. 
Nichols is writing on 
behalf of Xavier Uni-
versity’s Democrat-
ic Socialist Group, 
which has produced 
the displayed docu-
ment with help from 
university faculty.

Fact: 
Opinion or

Editorial 
Whether you’re new to this 

page or not, you may be won-
dering about the difference 
between an opinion piece and 
an editorial, or why we don’t 
just call pieces “op-eds.” I’m 
here to explain. 

An opinion piece is what 
we at Newswire call an article 
that expresses and advances a 
writer’s opinion, whether or 
not they are a staff-writer for 
Newswire.

Contrary to what many 
believe, “Op-Ed” actually 
doesn’t mean Opinion/Edito-
rial. Rather, it stands for “Op-
posite Editorial,” meaning an 
opinion piece that is published 
across from an editorial. 

An editorial is an opinion 
piece that is written on behalf  
of  the news organization it-
self. At Newswire, editorials 
are composed by our editorial 
board. 

The Editorial Board is co-
chaired by the Editor-in-Chief  
and Opinions & Editorials 
Editor and comprised of  nine 
total members selected by the 
chairs.  

For an opinion piece to be-
come a Newswire editorial, it 
must receive unanimous ap-
proval from all nine members 
of  the Editorial Board. 

Editorials aim to express 
the views of  Newswire as a 
whole, rather than a combi-
nation of  each of  the board 
member’s views. 

Past Newswire editorials 
have focused on topics rang-
ing from police brutality and 
Black Lives Matter to Repro-
ductive rights. 

Next week, we will be pub-
lishing the first editorial of  
the 2022-23 year. 

If  you have something you 
think we should write about, 
let us know. 

-Mo Juenger, Edi-
tor-in-Chief  and Charlie Gst-
alder, Opinions & Editorials 
Editor.
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at minute 62. She put up two 
shots in her first two min-
utes on the field, with neither 
finding their way in the net. 

Finally, Netzel was able 

to snag herself  a goal on the 
assist from junior midfielder 
Avery Lockwood, putting the 
Musketeers up 1-0 with less 
than a minute remaining. The 

Musketeers’ defense held on, 
and Xavier secured the win.

Following their game 
against the Ramblers, the 
Musketeers headed to North-

Entering the weekend after a strong start, Xavier women’s soccer ranked number 19 in the country. 
Despite the loss to Northwestern, the Musketeers are still owners of an impressive 4-1-1 record this year.

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Women’s soccer splits matches on the weekend
western on Sunday to take on 
the 3-1-1 Wildcats. Coming 
in undefeated up until this 
point, the Musketeers had 
their first loss of  the season. 

Northwestern got ahead 
early, scoring in the first five 
minutes and then again 10 
minutes later. 

The Musketeers’ defense 
needed to step up for the rest 
of  the game, and Xavier’s 
freshman goalie Maria Galley 
did just that with a few key 
saves before the half. 

Still, the Wildcats went 
into the second half  with a 
2-0 lead, having possessed the 
ball for most of  the half  and 
outshooting Xavier 8-3.

The Musketeers stepped 
up their offensive game in the 
second half. Possession was 
more balanced, with Xavier 
finding ways to move the ball 
swiftly and push up the field 
with pace.

The Musketeers outshot 
the Wildcats in the second 
half  with Flick and Vargas 
both having two shots on 
goal, but they were unable 
to find any in the back of  the 
net. Xavier ended up losing 
the game 0-2, falling to 4-1-1 
on the season.

Continuing their non-con-
ference schedule, Xavier will 
host St. Louis University this 
Thursday and Lipscomb Uni-
versity on Sunday.

Despite losing a closely contested match against Virginia, Xavier volleyball came back to beat Eastern 
Michigan and Purdue-Fort Wayne as they continue to tune up for conference play starting in late September.

Xavier volleyball hosted a 
tournament for the Universi-
ties of  Virginia, Purdue-Fort 
Wayne and Eastern Michigan 
last weekend at Cintas Center.

Following their stellar 
3-0 performance in the Buf-
falo Tournament the previ-
ous weekend, the Musketeers 
went 2-1 against the field at 
home, continuing to show 
that the strong start to the 
season was no fluke.

The first match of  the 
weekend turned out to be the 
most compelling, as Xavier 
took on the Virginia Cav-
aliers. Despite taking sets 
one and two, the Musketeers 
could not rally in the final 
three sets to hold off  Virgin-
ia, losing 3-2. 

Xavier looked strong in 
the first two sets, winning 
25-17 and 27-25. The Muske-
teers edged out the Cavaliers 
in kills 27-25 in the first two 
sets, a trend which would not 
continue in the final three. 

Xavier went on to drop the 
final three sets, two of  which 
Virginia won by a combined 
four points.

Statistically, senior outside 
hitter Brooklyn Cink led the 
way for Xavier in kills with 
17. Junior middle blocker 
Delaney Hogan led the way 

for the Musketeers in aces 
and blocks, with two and six 
apiece. Senior setter Carrigan 
O’Reilly also ended the match 
with 29 assists.

Contrary to their first 
game against Virginia, Xavi-
er’s second match against 
Eastern Michigan was a dom-
inating 3-1 performance. In 

Coming off  a win against 
Ball State last Sunday, Xavi-
er women’s soccer headed 
to Loyola University Chica-
go for a tough matchup on 
Thursday.

Both teams went score-
less in the first half. Howev-
er the Musketeers had more 
control, putting up five shots 
with two of  those on goal, 
while Loyola only had one. 

Xavier had a variety of  
players putting up shots, with 
senior forward Emma Mar-
cus and graduate student 
midfielder Molly McLaugh-
lin sending shots wide, and 
junior forward Sonia Vargas 
executing one shot saved and 
one blocked by an opposing 
player.

Going into the second half, 
the Musketeers still had the 
advantage, having more con-
trol over the ball and again 
putting up more shots than 
the Ramblers, making the 
shot count 11-2. Both Marcus 
and freshman forward Emily 
Flick put up shots, both get-
ting blocked, and junior de-
fender Maddie Reed sending 
one wide.

Heading into the final 
minutes of  the game, Xavier 
made a last push to get a goal. 
Sophomore forward Chloe 
Netzel subbed in for Vargas 

The Musketeers beat Loyola Chicago before losing narrowly to Northwestern

sets one and two, Xavier won 
25-14, finishing on top of  the 
Eagles in every statistical cat-
egory. Despite losing a close 
third set 23-25, the Muske-

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Sports Editor

teers rallied late to put the 
Eagles away for good in the 
fourth set 25-21.

Cink once again led Xavi-
er with 15 kills. O’Reilly and 
sophomore setter Logan 
Flaugh played well for Xavi-
er, tallying 23 and 22 assists 
apiece.

The final match of  the 
weekend saw the Musketeers 
once again take the cake, beat-
ing the Purdue-Fort Wayne 
Mastodons 3-0. The final 
match of  the weekend for 
Xavier was never really close, 
as the Musketeers once again 
dominated the stat sheet, 
winning by no less than five 
points in each set.

Senior outside hitter 
MaryAnn O’Toole finished 
the match with a team high 
of  11 kills, followed close-
ly by junior middle blocker 
Hunter Fry who had nine. 
Flaugh and O’Reilly led the 
team in assists with 22 and 
15 respectively. Graduate stu-
dent middle blocker Angel 
Robinson also impressed with 
three blocks.

Looking ahead, Xavier vol-
leyball will take the court in  
Louisville this weekend. The 
Musketeers will face Lip-
scomb on Friday at 4 p.m., 
followed by a match against 
either Louisville or Purdue 
on Saturday.

Xavier volleyball impresses in home tournament

BY RYAN HULLIGAN
Guest Writer

The Musketeers continue their early season domination over the long weekend

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
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Musketeers re�ect on a summer with the Reds

When applying for sum-
mer jobs next year, keep in 
mind that it is possible to get 
paid to quite literally cheer 
loudly for the Cincinnati Reds.

For Eryn Martin, a junior 
marketing major at Xavier, a 
job with the Reds Rally Pack 
cheerleaders couldn’t have 
been more perfect.

“I just happened to find 
it on a job search thing, and 
I’ve been a Reds fan my whole 
life,” said Martin. “It’s the 
perfect job, just cheering a lot 
for the team I like.”

If  you’ve been to a Reds 
game this past year, you’ve 
probably seen the Rally Pack 
around the stadium, doing 
their best to help everyone in 
attendance have fun.

Martin went on to describe 
her daily Rally Pack duties.

“In the middle of  the fourth 
inning, when the Redzilla 
goes around and shoots little 
balls into the crowd, that’s 
us,” Martin said.

“And during the seventh 
inning stretch, we’re the ones 
standing on the dugout sing-
ing to everybody and throw-
ing t-shirts out,” she contin-
ued.

Martin also described how 
thrilling the job is for her 
every day and how Opening 
Day was among her favorite 
moments. 

“I was really close to a lot 
of  my favorite players, and 
it was just really cool seeing 
how excited the fans got and 

getting to be like ‘Okay, I’m 
the one that’s going to be get-
ting up on the dugout for the 
seventh inning stretch,’” Mar-

After a strong first year of  
recruiting, an emerging Xavi-
er women’s lacrosse team is 
ready to take flight for its first 
season of  competition. 

As the first Division I 
sport added to Xavier in the 
last 16 years, hopes are high 
that their first season will be 
one of  success. Fortunately, 
it seems as though new Head 
Coach Meg Decker is ready to 
turn those hopes into realities. 

Throughout the year in the 
Heidt Family Champions Cen-
ter, Decker has been working 
to build a team ready to com-
pete not only within the Big 
East, but also with confer-
ences and teams beyond.

Despite there being no 
competition last year, the 
team worked in the offseason 
to recruit and begin building a 
program that will be competi-
tive in the seasons to come. 

Starting out with a strong 
core group of  players, includ-
ing sophomore Sophia Grig-
son and sophomore Aubrey 
Dean, Decker has only added 
to the promising roster. A 
few other members to watch 
out for include: Freshman 
Samantha Balara, who was 
named to the 2021 Under 
Armor All-American team, 
Freshman Emma Cecile, who 
led her club to a 25-12 record 
last year and graduate student 

Jessica Harrison, the Hartford 
standout who holds last year’s 
team-high season scoring re-
cord of  20 goals.

Though Decker has been 
strong in creating what she 
hopes will be a competitive 
team, it is her actions off  the 
field that will make a differ-
ence as competition ramps 
up. Freshman Lola Mancuso 
spoke to the care with which 
Decker moved through the 
recruiting process. She felt as 

though Decker was the only 
coach she spoke to who really 
understood not only what it 
takes to run a Division I wom-
en’s lacrosse team, but how to 
develop positive relationships 
with her athletes that will 
bring the most out of  their 
performances.

Xavier women’s lacrosse 
will be in action for the first 
time in their exhibition game 
against Liberty University 
on Oct. 1 in Fairfax, Virgin-

Over the summer, Xavier junior Eryn Martin had the opportunity to work for the Cincinnati Reds as a member of the Reds Rally Pack, a 
passionate group of Reds fans who work as cheerleaders for the team at Great American Ballpark.

tin said.
She also talked about how 

she got to meet Joey Votto: 
“It was crazy,” she says, “He’s 

been playing for 20 years, and 
I’m 20, so he’s been my life-
long Reds player,” said Mar-
tin.

Xavier lacrosse set to begin �rst season

ia, followed by another match 
against American University 
the same day. After that, the  
Musketeers will be at home 
against the University of  Cin-
cinnati on Oct. 8.

With all the pieces in place 
and the runway clear, it’s safe 
to say that women’s lacrosse 
will be yet another addition to 
the tradition of  athletic suc-
cess that we have all come to 
expect. Xavier is ready to see 
women’s lacrosse in action.

BY GUS NATIONS IV

BY PAT GAINOR

Sports
Banter
Appalachian history
After ending the third 
quarter down 41-21 to 

North Carolina, Appala-
chian State became the 
first team in 15 years to 
score 40 points in the 

fourth quarter. Unfortu-
nately for them, 40 points 
still wasn’t enough as they 

lost 63-61.
 

Is Tom losing it?
Following a 10-day un-
explained absence from 
training camp, rumors 

of  a seperation from wife 
Gisele and a deteriorating 
offensive line, this might 
finally be the year Father 

Time catches up with 
45-year-old Tom Brady.

 
Home runs galore

We have offically entered 
the time of  year for home-
run record chasing. Long-
time Cardinals slugger Al-
bert Pujols is currently five 
home runs away from 700 
for his career. Additionally, 
Yankees star Aaron Judge 
is on pace to break Roger 
Maris’s American League 
record 65 home runs in a 

season. 

its inaugural season. The Musketeer lacrosse team currently has 27 players and 3 coaches on their roster.

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
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LeBeouf continues to 
rebu� controversies

Fielder’s practice makes perfect in The Rehearsal

Where the hell do I start?
The Rehearsal begins with 

comedian Nathan Fielder 
entering the home of  triv-
ia fanatic Kor Skeet. Fielder 
immediately breaks the ice 
with awkward jokes. Skeet, 
as we learn, has been lying 
to his friends about having a 
master’s degree for years and 
wants Fielder to help him 
come clean. 

But Fielder also has a se-
cret: Prior to their meeting, 
Fielder spent days rehearsing 
with an actor who looks like 
Skeet in a one-to-one replica 
of  the real Skeet’s apartment 
(built using digital scans cap-
tured by a team of  fake exter-
minators). 

He intends to help Skeet do 
a similar rehearsal, where the 
two can meticulously predict 
every possible outcome. The 
rest of  the pilot sees Skeet 
confess his secret repeatedly 
to an actress playing his friend 
in a perfect replica of  their 
local haunt; Fielder plays an 
omniscient observer, adding 
detail after detail to the mas-

sive probability diagram on 
the laptop hanging from his 
shoulders until they finally 
get it right.

It would be very easy for 
me to spend the rest of  this 
review recapping what hap-
pened in each episode in great 
detail. The remaining five ep-
isodes somehow get crazier 
and crazier, despite each being 
half  the length of  the pilot. 
The Rehearsal almost demands 
this level of  dissection. Field-
er’s obsession with authentic-
ity leads him down a path of  
meticulous detail, as he tries 
to perfect his rehearsal meth-
od. 

By episode four (appro-
priately titled “The Fielder 
Method”), Fielder starts to 
doubt his own methods, de-
constructing the show’s for-
mula in real time. From there, 
he keeps going inward, even-
tually becoming a participant 
in his own constructed reality. 
And yet, rewatching the show 
reveals this to have always 
been the case.

But this begs the ques-
tion: What of  the other sub-
jects? If  The Rehearsal is ul-
timately just Fielder’s own 

pseudo-therapeutic piece of  
performance art, does that 
not dehumanize and (in some 
cases) unnecessarily humiliate 
the real people involved? 

Take Angela, the show’s 
unofficial second main charac-
ter. She joined the show hop-
ing to experience 18 years of  
motherhood in just two weeks. 
She’s a devout Christian, a 
conspiracy theorist and, yes, 
often the butt of  the joke. 

And what about Skeet? 
There’s no denying that some 
viewers got a kick out of  his 
odd nature. Is Fielder respon-
sible for how the audience 
perceives them? Should we 
feel bad for laughing at peo-
ple who, at the end of  the day, 
went to Fielder for help? This 
question has led many to ac-
cuse Fielder of  being manipu-
lative and exploitative. 

These sorts of  accusations 
would drive most artists in-
sane trying to deny. But Field-
er isn’t like most artists. He 
wants you to engage with The 
Rehearsal in a critical way and 
consider whether he’s being 
exploitive. In fact, the final 
two episodes revolve around 
that question. 

One of  the most harrow-
ing moments of  the show 
involves Fielder rehearsing a 
fight with an actress playing 
Angela.

“Why are you here?” “Why 
are you doing this?” “Is my 
life a joke to you?” These are 
lines written by Fielder to 
deliberately use against him-
self. 

There’s a lot more I could 
say about the show. Its use of  
child actors alone could fill an 

entire essay about the ethics 
of  making children perform 
at such a young age. But do-
ing so requires me to spoil a 
truly rewarding experience. 
Even now, I fear that I’ve giv-
en away too much. 

The Rehearsal is unlike any-
thing I’ve ever seen before. I 
implore you all to watch it as 
soon as you can. You may love 
it. You may despise it. Either 
way, it’s more than worthy of  
your time.

• Former One Direction member 
Louis Tomlinson announced his 
new album Faith in the Future out 
Nov. 11 (Aug. 31). 

• Leonardo DiCaprio split with 
Camila Morrone three months 
after her 25th birthday after 
more than four years of  dating 
(Sept. 1). 

• Taika Waititi will not return to 
direct Thor 5 after Thor: Love and 
Thunder received mixed reviews 
from fans (Sept. 2). 

• Tennis icon Serena Williams re-
tired after the 2022 U.S. Open, 
marking the end of  her de-
cades-long professional tennis 
career (Sept. 3).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON
Guest Writer

Actor Shia LeBeouf  has 
come under scrutiny again 
as Olivia Wilde’s Don’t Wor-
ry Darling continues to churn 
out celebrity drama. 

LeBeouf  was originally 
slated to play a leading role 
in the film, which will now 
be played by Wilde’s partner 
Harry Styles. Wilde claimed 
that LeBeouf  was fired from 

the project, alluding to his 
history of  interpersonal and 
legal conflict. 

“His process was not con-
ducive to the ethos that I de-
mand in my productions,” 
Wilde said. 

LeBeouf  claims he quit the 
project of  his own accord due 
to scheduling issues. He re-
leased a video sent to him by 
Wilde while he was still in-
volved in the film that appears 
to depict Wilde explaining 
that Florence Pugh, the other 

lead in the film, did not want 
to work with LeBeouf  and 
asking for the two to reconcile 
their differences. 

In 2003, 17-year-old LeB-
eouf  exploded onto the scene 
as Stanley Yelnats in Holes. An 
A-List child actor, LeBeouf  
starred in a stream of  Trans-
former movies, the psycholog-
ical thriller Disturbia and an 
appearance as Indiana Jones’s 
son.

However, his meteoric rise 
to fame gave way to arrests 
and controversy. He was the 
subject of  a cartoon song 
painting him as a cannibal. 
LeBeouf  later wore a bag over 
his head claiming that he “was 
not famous anymore” to pro-
mote Lars van Trier’s movie 
Nymphomaniac. He then as-
saulted an art student.

 In 2020, he starred in the 
movie Tax Collector. In the 
film, he was accused on social 
media of  playing in “brown-
face” and inappropriately por-
traying stereotypes associated 
with Mexican-American peo-
ple in Los Angeles. 

Later that year, public scru-
tiny of  LeBeouf  deepened 
when singer/songwriter FKA 
Twigs sued LeBeouf  for sex-
ual abuse, assault and inflic-
tion of  emotional distress. 
Since she came forward in 
2020, two other women have 
made similar claims.

Since FKA Twig’s accusa-
tion, LeBeouf  has since con-
verted to Roman Catholicism. 
He has also rekindled his re-
lationship with ex-wife Mia 
Goth, with whom he now has 

a daughter.
LeBeouf  said he became 

Catholic while portraying the 
titular saint in the movie Pa-
dre Pio.  He later spoke with 
Bishop Robert Barron, the 
Los Angeles bishop heading 
the Word on Fire video series, 
about redemption.

In a Word on Fire video, 
LeBeouf  stated that “suffering 
is actually a gift,” referring 
to his own claims that FKA 
Twigs’ accusations saved his 
life. He confessed to shooting 
dogs, knowingly passing on 
STDs to women and abusing 

past partners. But after the 
birth of  his now five-month- 
old daughter, he has pro-
fessed that he is a completely 
changed man. While reciting 
the rosary, a habit he picked 
up while filming Padre Pio, he 
said he heard a message tell-
ing him to rekindle his rela-
tionship with his mother.

Amid this controversy, 
LeBeouf  is set to appear in 
Francis Ford Coppola’s new 
project Megalopolis and the 
fifth installment of  the Indi-
ana Jones franchise, directed 
by James Mangold.

BY MARTY DUBECKY
Digital Communications 
Manager

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

BY BEN THOMSON
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Opinion: Nothing but hate for boxer Andrew Tate

Fall in love with the latest Love Island

College: The days consist of  
waking up early for classes, sit-
ting through lectures, trudging 
across campus in all types of  
weather, eating the delicious caf-
eteria food and spending nights 
slumped over a desk. 

As we sludge through the 
monotony that plagues the 
routine of  a college student, 
it’s no surprise that we crave 
excitement and drama to spice 
up our lives. Thus, I am here to 
offer you a solution that has yet 
to fail me in curing my bore-
dom: Love Island.

Pop culture is often scru-
tinized by Gen Z for being 
shallow, mainstream and char-
acterized by an absence of  
uniqueness and substance. No-
body wants to admit that they 
like something that is trending 
out of  fear of  conformity and 

a strong desire to be “quirky.” 
As a Zoomer myself, this 

crippling fear held me back 
from watching Love Island for 
years. To all my fellow Gen 
Zers, put aside your pride and 
flip on your streaming device, 
because Love Island will quite 
literally rock your world.

The show itself  is very 
easy television; there isn’t a 
complex plot that requires 
close attention, which is the 
perfect type of  show to put 
on as you plow away at your 
growing pile of  assignments. 

The eighth season of  Love 
Island UK — the latest itera-
tion of  the hit series that fin-
ished airing last month — has 
been a rollercoaster of  emo-
tions. Even halfway through 
the season, I think I devel-
oped chronic neck pain from 
the whiplash that Andrew Le 
Page and Tasha Ghouri’s rela-
tionship gave me. 

At first, you find yourself  
watching the show as a joke, 
as the entire premise of  the 
show is comically shallow. 

Essentially, you are watch-
ing ridiculously attractive peo-
ple (with heavy, meme-wor-
thy accents) attempt to find 
love in a confined villa. The 
contestants walk around in 
bikinis and swim trunks all 
day, leaving you baffled that 
nobody has any sign of  bloat 
from eating a meal.

As the show progresses, 
the drama heats up as real 
emotions get involved. Once 
couples are formed, new peo-
ple are introduced into the vil-
la, giving the men and wom-
en the option to explore new 
connections and potentially 
recouple with the newbies.

The show has weekly chal-
lenges where the islanders are 
given promiscuous tasks that 
they must complete, all with 
the goal of  stirring the pot 
and causing jealousy. 

Another factor in each sea-
son is Casa Amor: The origi-
nal contestants are separated 
for a series of  days, and their 
relationships are put to the 
test. 

New men and women are 
brought into the two separate 
villas, and the OG islanders 
are given the chance to re-
couple with the new islanders. 
Whether the relationships 
between the original couples 

were real all boils down to how 
they behave in Casa Amor. In 
this season of  Love Island, the 
public votes who wins based 
on their favorite couple, which 
ultimately comes down to 
who they think is the most 
compatible.

Love Island is certainly not 
the type of  show you watch 
when looking for a deep, 
meaningful discourse or intel-

lectually challenging themes, 
but it definitely excels in en-
tertaining viewers.  

If  you were one of  those 
kids who grew up watching 
reality shows like Breaking 
Amish, Dance Moms and Cake 
Boss, I can assure you that 
Love Island will fill you with 
nostalgia and give you the 
drama fix to get you through 
the week. 

This might be a bold as-
sumption, but boys don’t usu-
ally grow up wanting to be-
come  misogynists. 

BY SAM HURTADO
Guest Writer

Yet, the infamous Andrew 
Tate has chosen to walk down 
a path that has been littered 
with scandals and cancel-wor-
thy opinions. This Ameri-
can-British personality has 
blown up to a toxic following. 

Who would have thought 
that the spewings of  a former 
professional kickboxer could 
meet the extremely low bar 
of  what it takes to be an in-
fluencer?

His climb up social media 
rankings began with the start-
up of  Hustler’s University, a 
website that requires a month-
ly membership fee for Tate’s 
two cents on drop-shipping 
and cryptocurrency trading. 

Tate encouraged members 
of  Hustler’s University to re-
post videos of  him onto social 
media platforms and to choose 
his most controversial clips 
to reach maximum views and 
engagement. Bad publicity is 
still publicity, is it not?  

His clips became promi-
nent in 2022, and people dug 
up some of  his old tweets. 
Tate’s Twitter account was 
full of  comments that degrad-
ed women and rape victims, 
had homophobic and racist 
messages and said that mental 
health was not real. 

These harmful, distaste-
ful and frankly baseless com-
ments have led to three of  
Tate’s Twitter accounts being 
suspended.

Tate is a poorly chosen, 
cult-like figure who gained a 
following from insecure and 
directionless men, whom he 
feeds his anti-feminist views. 
The man literally identifies 
himself  as sexist and misog-

ynist. Pitiful, how they really 
think that hate and condoning 
violence is what qualifies as 
“true masculinity.” 

Thankfully, he has been re-
cently banned from Facebook 
and Instagram for violating 
their policies on hate speech. 
TikTok did further investi-
gation on him before remov-
ing his primary account for 
also violating their policies. 
YouTube soon followed; Tate 
must have realized that this 
was a battle he wasn’t going 
to win and voluntarily deleted 
his Twitch.

It’s an unfortunate trend 
that social media keeps giving 
fame and power to the wrong 
people. Tate’s comments as-
sault women, people of  color, 
those who suffer from men-
tal illness and members of  
the LGBT+ community, and 
it’s appalling that people are 
drawn to this kind of  discrim-
ination. 

He has been making com-
ments like this since 2016. 
Why is he just now being held 
accountable? We can’t keep 
giving leeway to people like 
him without being considered 
bystanders to those targeted 
by his bigotry. 

Simply saying you sup-
port marginalized groups is 
different than actually stand-
ing up and fighting for them. 
Men like Tate contribute to 
the regression of  a society 

that will provide equality for 
all. I applaud the social media 
platforms that took action to 
completely wipe out access for 
Tate to have a voice again.

Another thing to keep in 
mind is that this man is flood-
ing screens everywhere, and 
it’s now becoming apparent 
that his poisonous ideas are 
infecting the younger gener-
ations that are exposed to it. 

With an unbiased algo-
rithm running what shows 
up on our customized feeds, 
it’s hard to stop the spread of  
such detrimental and hateful 
messages.

The fact that he was able to 
reach this height of  popular-
ity says a lot on how people 
view controversial figures as 
purely entertainment and not 
someone who is threatening 
and disrespecting actual peo-
ple. It isn’t humorous and can-
not just be viewed as someone 
“trolling” or “doing it for the 
meme.”

In order to prevent the 
spread of  this infection of  in-
solence, we need to stop vali-
dating these antics. 

Misogynists crave being 
recognized and talked about; 
we can’t keep giving them the 
time of  day. Instead, it would 
be much wiser and effective to 
simply block them from our 
viewing or report them so 
that their social media plat-
forms are taken from them.
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BY LANEY KONZ
Guest Writer

Banish the new semester blahs with the latest season of the hit reality show
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IT'S CORN! 
The best forms of 

corn, uncontested
By Addison Burke

GUEST WRITER 

 Everyone’s favorite vegetable is making a comeback this year, 

thanks to TikTok star Tariq, better known as "Corn Kid". There is such variety 

when it comes to corn. We’ve got corn on the cob, popcorn, corn salsa, corn 

bread, corn casserole, Mexican corn and a whole list of never-ending corn 

meals. Whether it be aerated kernels or corn utilized for traumatic fall festival 

experiences, corn can elicit an emotional response for all. 

Popcorn 

 Popcorn is the greatest form of corn; there’s no debate about it. 

Let me paint a scene for you. You’re at the movie theater on a date. You both 

reach into the paper bucket of exploded kernels drenched in hydrogenated 

fats and oils, along with unbounded amounts of sodium. Suddenly, you’re 

touching hands with your boo, bonding over your love of one simple thing: 

corn. 

 No type of popcorn will ever beat the a-maize-ingness of movie 

theater popcorn. Movie theater popcorn has the power to kindle love. Its ex-

alted power makes it the best form of corn. SkinnyPop and caramel corn are 

solid runners-up, but nothing will ever beat movie popcorn, simply because of 

its power to unite. 

Corn on the Cob

 My second favorite corn form is corn on the cob — a classic. You 

just can’t go wrong with corn on the cob. You can add butter or seasonings, 

and you can also choose to grill or boil it. My perfect corn on the cob is boiled 

(in milk) with butter all over. It’s a mess, but it’s a delicious mess. It has the 

juice! I feel as though Corn Kid is on my side with this, considering it’s his 

claim to fame. Long live the Corn Kid!

Corn Mazes 

 Lastly, while corn mazes may not exactly be considered a form 

of corn by some people, I think it’s the most fun use of corn, even if it’s not 

edible. There is nothing better than being a six-year-old kid, separated from 

your dad in a corn maze, screaming out and crying as you pass 10 other 

kids doing the exact same thing. After about an hour, you are convinced 

your family has left you to live life as a child of the corn, and your dad has 

probably called a chopper cam. Actually, this exact experience happened to 

me just two years ago. Once again, corn proves its power to bond, whether it 

be one of trauma or of love. 

"corn" 

BY KATIE SANCHEZ

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

With hair silken blonde like those 

string things on corn

I was born, emerging from the Iowa 

I frolicked in their protection

Rejoiced in their fruit

was ripped from them

Replanted in a wasteland of con-

crete

I yearned for the comfort of those 

kernels

Desolate and detached I struggled 

through

-

western voyage

And crossing into Ohio, the corn 

welcomed me home

"missed 
connection"

BY CHARLIE GSTALDER 

OPINIIONS AND EDITORIALS EDITOR

It was fall, 

You left our room in Kuhlman Hall  

For Ohio State  

To tailgate 

 

I guess  

There’s no harm  

That you stopped by a barn  

And got you  

An earful  

Of farm 

 

But that night when I opened my door  

      Was aghast that I saw  

Corn  

 

Oh Jason oh Jason oh where did you 

go  

I wonder if I’ll ever know  

Was it just a goof? 

Or were you searching  

For a kernel  

Of truth.  

Capricorn: Call your dad. Ask him to tell you some corny jokes. 

Capricorn: Ask them on a movie date. Bond over some popcorn. If they say yes, it's a good story for the roommate. If they say no, it's a good story for 

the roommate. 

Capricorn: Visit your local pumpkin patch. See the corn maze. Get some basic pics for the 'gram. 

Capricorn: If you’re new to Cincinnati, try City BBQ. They have great cornbread. 

Capricorn: You’re going to meet someone super interesting and cute this week. You’ll bond over how bad the Caf corn went down. 

Capricorn: Play some cornhole this weekend. Relax with the bros. 

Capricorn: Humbly request that Student Activities Council throws a corn event. It would be better than anything else they have ever put on. 

Capricorn: They should make corn scented candles. You should invent one. But not in your dorm room, obviously. Candles are prohibited. 

Capricorn: Try the PopCorner chips. They are SO good and not that bad for you. 

Capricorn: If your dog swallows a corn cob, take them to the vet immediately. It will not pass through their system. 

Capricorn:  If you see a corn stand on the side of the road, go ahead and stop. Support small businesses. I don’t know how to cook corn in a dorm. 
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