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XU makes �rst appearance in U.S. World News and Report’s “National” category
Xavier Debuts in National Rankings

Xavier made its debut last 
month in the U.S. News and 
World Report’s Best College 
rankings as one of  the top 
universities in the United 
States for 2023. 

Xavier was ranked 54th 
out of  440 universities in the 
United States for undergrad-
uate teaching and 166 out of  
almost 500 universities for the 
national doctoral professional 
institutions. 

Xavier has a history of  top 
rankings at the regional level, 
having placed in the top 10 of  
Midwest regional universities 
for 27 consecutive years.

Within Xavier’s Williams 
College of  Business, four pro-
grams were ranked in the top 
40 of  their respective groups: 
Analytics (No. 23), Entrepre-
neurships (No. 25), Marketing 
(No. 29) and Finance (No. 36). 

These national rankings 
are the first for Xavier to re-
ceive, and more detailed rank-
ings can be found on the Xavi-
er website. Xavier’s Provost 
and Chief  Academic Officer 
Dr. Rachel Chrastil explained 
what goes into the process of  
Xavier making the list. 

“Xavier just moved from 
being a master’s large institu-
tion to being what is called a 
doctoral professional institu-
tion,” Chrastil said.

“The Carnegie Classifica-
tion system assigns institu-
tions to different levels based 
on the number of  degrees and 
the kind of  degrees they of-
fer,” she added. 

“What changed at Xavier 
that allowed us to be a Doc-
toral Professional Institution 
is that we met a threshold of  
a certain number of  doctoral 
degrees that we offer… This 
doesn’t mean any change in 
terms of  our commitment to 
undergraduate education,” 

Chrastil explained. 
“We really want to make 

sure that our graduate stu-
dents have the same kind of  
excellent experience that our 
undergraduates have.” 

Dr. Chrastil emphasized 
how important the ranking of  
54th in undergraduate teach-
ing was to her.

“Because we are now 
ranked nationally against all 
kinds of  institutions, that also 
means we were eligible to be 
considered among national 

universities with excellent 
undergraduate teaching. It’s 
a specialty sub-ranking that 
the U.S. News does, and that 
is where we are ranked 54th in 
the nation out of  440 nation-
al universities. So, to me, that 
is the recognition I am very 
proud of,” Chrastil said.

She spoke about some of  
the plans for upcoming years 
at Xavier, especially with 
Xavier’s 200th anniversary 
approaching in 2031. 

“We’re thinking a lot about 

helping students to figure out 
their vocation and who they 
are meant to be in this world. 
That’s a big focus for us. 
We’re thinking about inclu-
sive pedagogy — that is to say 
making sure we are meeting 
students where they are and 
that every student is welcome 
and belongs in the classroom,” 
Chrastil stated.

“The other thing I want to 
emphasize is our commitment 
to what we like to call ‘Ignati-
an Civic Engagement.’ That is 
to say that we want students 
to be able to engage in poli-
tics in a way that shows us a 
better side of  our natures that 
students should choose to be 
able to talk to people who we 
disagree with in the quest to 
learn from each other rather 
than try to dominate or fight 
against each other,” Chrastil 
said. 

Chrastil expressed how ex-
cited she is about the accom-
plishment.

“The fact that our peers 
recognize that and to the de-
gree that we are considered 
54th in the nation against 440 
institutions in terms of  un-
dergraduate teaching, even 
while having this new grad-
uate designation, speaks a lot 
to the excellent quality of  our 
teaching, the support the staff  
gives to our students and our 
whole mission to educate, she 
concluded.” 

BY ADDISON BURKE

Ethics/Religion and Society to Host Discussion
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Xavier was recently ranked the 54th best undergraduate teaching university in the country and added a number 
of other national rankings. Additional accolades are available to view at xavier.edu/about/university-rankings. 

The Ethics/Religion and 
Society (E/RS) Program at 
Xavier University is co-spon-
soring a lecture and panel 
discussion, in collaboration 
with the Brueggeman Center 
for Dialogue, called “Mindful 
Utopianism: Real Possibili-
ties for Solving the Ecological 
Crisis” on Oct. 20 at 4 p.m. in 
the Kennedy Auditorium. 

The panel discussion will 
feature Drew Pendergrass, an 
environmental engineer who 
co-authored the book “Half  
Earth Socialism: A Plan to Save 
the Future from Extinction, Cli-
mate Change, and Pandemics.” 

Pendergrass’ publication 
spurred the panel’s creation. 
Its title refers to American 
biologist, naturalist and writ-
er E.O. Wilson’s idea of  re-
storing half  of  the Earth to 
a “rewilded” state, where the 
ecosystem is left alone to be-
come balanced and biodiverse. 
Pendergrass is embracing 
“mindful utopianism” in light 
of  the climate crisis.

Associate Professor of  
Sustainability and Global 
Cultures History Dr. Supar-
na Chatterjee and Director of  
the Philosophy, Politics and 
the Politics Honors Program 
Dr. Timothy Brownlee will 

join Pendergrass in the panel 
discussion.

Chatterjee and Brownlee 
will contribute to the conver-
sation with their expertise in 
global politics and sustainable 
resource management. 

Panel speakers will con-
sider practical possibilities 
of  “’mainstream’ technocrat-
ic environmental approaches 
such as geoengineering,” ac-
cording to the Green Umbrel-
la website providing details 
on the upcoming event.

Thursday’s event is a part 
of  a series hosted by the          
E/RS Program. 

E/RS’s Director Dr. James 
Helmer explains that the pro-
gram’s current focus is envi-
ronmental and sustainability 
issues and our response to the 
ecological crisis, such as de-
veloping new ways of  think-
ing. 

“Ethical principles and ide-
als grounded in an Ignatian 
worldview and expressed in 
ideas of  ‘ecological solidar-
ity’ and ‘ecological justice’ 
can help inform our practical 
response to the ecological cri-
sis,” Helmer said.

Dr. Bethany Henning, who 
currently serves as the Besl 
Family Chair for the E/RS 
program, originally suggest-
ed inviting Pendergrass to 
campus. 

BY MORGAN MILES “He is a young person with 
the requisite drive and ex-
pertise to engage in a global 
conversation that often seems 
hopeless,” Henning said. 

Henning’s response to the 
worsening ecological crisis 
involves considering how 
to retain cultural practices 
while disorienting shifts oc-
cur and encouraging thinking 
through complex questions 
on the global crisis and its 
problems. 

“The longer we put off... 
changes, the more lives we 
stand to lose in the coming 
decades,” Henning said.

“We have all considered 
some of  the benefits and 
drawbacks to imagining uto-
pias, and now we are in the 
midst of  a serious global cri-
sis that demands radical and 
ingenious answers.”

“What can we tolerate, and 
how can we compromise to 
protect one another as our 
life support systems become 
more fragile?”

All Xavier students, Hen-
ning mentioned, have or will 
have experience in utopian 
thinking because they are 
required to take PHIL 100, 
which has students navigate 
through utopian thinking ex-
ercises while reading Plato’s 
Republic.

The E/RS program is giv-

October 17, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Director of  Recreational Sports Leslie 
Dulle spoke with the Senate regarding 
group fitness and the possibility of  adding 
an outdoor court and classroom in between 
the Health United Building and the Com-
mons Apartments.     
 

• The Senate passed Sen. Murphy Penwell’s 
motion regarding the SGA Executive 
Board positions. SGA Executives will no 
longer be able to hold an officer position in 
another University Affiliated Organization 
due to budgeting conflicts.   
 

• Sen. Nick Jebsen proposed a motion for 
SGA to fund the installation of  a black and 
white printer in the Justice Hall atrium.

BY CHLOE SALVESON 

ing out free copies of  Drew 
Pendergrass’ book Half-Earth 
Socialism to the first fifteen at-
tendees of  Thursday’s event. 
Attendance is free. 

For further information, 
please contact Henning 
(henningb1@xavier.edu) or 
Helmer (helmerj@xavier.
edu).
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Plastic Hits Caf Until Permanent Fix is Available

The Brueggeman Fellow-
ship Program is an experience 
for eight selected Xavier stu-
dents to conduct an indepen-
dent study in an international 
space. 

“The students are chosen 
based upon the strength of  
their proposal, a sense that 
they have the maturity to do 
independent research and 
travel and the potential for 
their project to be transforma-
tive for them and for others,” 
the center’s website reads. 

Xavier graduate and for-

mer Brueggeman fellow So-
phie Boulter participated in 
the program last school year.

For her fellowship, Boulter 
conducted a study on the rise 
of  nationalism in the United 
Kingdom. 

“I saw a bunch of  flyers 
all around the university. I 
emailed them with the dif-
ferent materials, my research 
proposal and resume,” she ex-
plained.

Interested students can 
also apply for the Fellowship 
Program on the Xavier web-
site and complete an applica-
tion. 

Boulter recalled her time 

BY LOGAN DAVIS

during the study she conduct-
ed. 

“The Fellowship gives you 
a grant of  around $3,000, and 
you have to figure out how 
you’re going to conduct some 
sort of  research with that 
money,” Boulter said.

“I went around and inter-
viewed a lot of  people in both 
London and in Liverpool,” she 
continued. 

While spending money on 
hotels in Liverpool, Boulter 
said she also lived with family 
she had in London.

“I’m quite thankful for the 
opportunity, overall. It was 
a very unique sort of  pro-
gram,” she said.

“It allowed for a lot of  inde-
pendence and let me kind of  
devise my own project, then 
work with a faculty member 
to let it come into fruition.” 

Boulter, who is now a 
graduate student at Cam-
bridge University and was a 
Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public and Political Science 
double major at Xavier, spoke 
about how she  sees how the 
program affected her. 

“(I) especially appreci-
ate (the program) because 
it helped me prepare for the 
work that I’m doing now at 
Cambridge. So, it was nice to 
have that as a bit of  a step-

ping-stone, so to speak,” she 
said.

The fellowship program 
has three goals cited on the 
website: research, immersion 
and self-confidence.

The center has sent stu-
dents to over 60 different 

countries and draws from 
graduate and undergradu-
ate students from all four of  
Xavier’s colleges and a wide 
range of  disciplines. 

The center is currently ac-
cepting applications, and can 
be found on their website.

Xavier’s Brueggeman Fellowship provides students opportunities to research
Annual Fellowship Applications Open

Campus News

Hoff  Dining Commons 
has recently begun serving 
desserts in plastic containers 
rather than on reusable plates.

The change came as a re-
sult of  a new order from the 
Ohio Board of  Health, which 
decreed that no food could be 
served without some kind of  
protection between the cus-
tomer and the food. 

Desserts have been served 
in plastic clamshell containers 
since a visit from the Board of  
Health.

“Initially, I was disappoint-

ed at the single use plastic in 
the Caf. However, I was not 
surprised,” sophomore Ella 
O’Malley, member of  the 
board of  Xavier Student Sus-
tainability, said.

“The sustainability efforts, 
or lack thereof, demonstrated 
by Xavier are incomparable to 
our competitor colleges and 
unsatisfactory to students,” 
she continued.

“This was not so much of  
a decision as it was kind of  a 
move to do out of  necessity,” 
Senior Director of  Auxiliary 
Services Bill Moran said. 

“I think there’s been a new 
Board of  Health inspector as-

BY MICHAEL COLGLAZIER signed to the Xavier account. 
They saw it a little bit differ-
ently than the person previ-
ous to them. They call it out 
whereas the previous person 
didn’t call it out. The one 
thing we find with the Board 
of  Health is you just listen 
to what they say. They’re not 
somebody you want to argue 
with,” Moran continued.

Hoff  Dining Commons 
now spends more money pur-
chasing plastic containers for 
desserts. 

This new change to Hoff  
is not permanent. 

“The open air bakery cool-
er that we have, we’re going 
to be installing doors on it 
so it’ll be able to shut. It’ll 
be plastic, see through doors, 
so you’ll be able to see all the 
products in there still. Then, 
when you decide what you 
want, open the doors, take it 
(and) close them. So that’ll 
be the long term solution for 
that,” Moran said. “I think for 
the long term, we’re looking 
at maybe buying a new piece 
of  equipment that we can put 
in next summer that would 
be even more designed in that 
manner and not really an af-
terthought.”

Now that the Caf  is at-
tempting to remove the use 
of  plastic clamshell contain-
ers, they are also beginning 
to reevaluate the use of  other 
plastics within the hall. 

Items such as puddings and 
yogurt parfaits, which have 
historically been served in 
plastic cups, may be distribut-
ed in reusable cups similar to 
the other dessert products. 

Moran and other Hoff  
Dining Commons administra-
tors are  also planning to be-
gin an educational campaign 
to keep students from throw-

ing away these new cups once 
they arrive.

It is currently unknown 
when the changes will be im-
plemented. 

“It is going to happen soon, 
but it’s kind of  a custom in-
stallation of  those doors. 
We’re not exactly sure, but we 
will be doing it as soon as pos-
sible,” Moran said.

The Center provides a study area for Fellows to complete 
research, homework or hang out during down time during the day.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

located on campus, situated near Manor House Apartments.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

The Hoff Dining Commons is looking to install doors on the current 
refrigerator that holds cooler desserts and treats during the day.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Xavier has started using single serve plastic containers to serve 
Photo courtesy of @XavierDining via Instagram

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
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The Congressional Workers Union will soon begin collectively bargaining  for safer workplaces and higher pay. The 
union is also in talks with employees at the Library of Congress and the Senate cafeteria, members of Union Here.

Ukrainian cities su�er after Russian missile strikes
BY PAT GAINOR

The United Nations voted 143-5 to condemn Russia for its attacks on and attempted annexation of Ukraine last Wednesday. 

Workers for Michigan’s 
ninth district representative, 
Andy Levin (D-Bloomfield 
Township), voted unanimous-
ly to unionize, marking the 
first congressional staff  union 
on Sept. 26.

Levin released a statement 
commenting on his staffers’ 
efforts: “Today, my staff  be-
came the very first in the 233 
year history of  the U.S. Con-
gress to form a union. I’m 
proud of  their bravery and 
initiative, and I look forward 
to bargaining a just contract 
with the Congressional Work-
ers Union.” 

The decision to unionize 
comes after a resolution to 
give congressional staff  the 
right to collectively bargain. 
The resolution went into ef-
fect July 18 and since that 
date, the Congressional Work-
ers Union (CWU) has begun 
working with a staff  of  seven 
other representatives.

“To better serve the public 
and improve working condi-
tions, congressional staff  are 
organizing to secure fair pay, 
safer workplaces and dignity 
on the job,” the mission state-
ment of  the CWU reads.

CWU leaders cite salary 
and work conditions as their 
most immediate needs to ad-
dress. 

“Mostly what I’ve heard 

is around pay,” Natasha Rice, 
member of  the CWU, said. 

“I’ve heard people talk 
about how when they first 
start out, you’re not neces-
sarily making enough to pay 
your rent and have a life, or 
you have to get a second job, 
which is really hard when 
you’re expected to work long 
hours,” Rice added. 

While NPR reports in-
creased salary and decreased 
working hours as the union’s 

paramount goal, CWU lead-
ers added that there were 
other reasons for unionizing, 
such as “’harassment and hos-
tility’ to staff  due to protected 
characteristics including race, 
sexuality and religion.”

While Levin stated in a 
press release that he was 
pleased with the efforts of  the 
CWU, he stated that the Sen-
ate staff  workers are not able 
to unionize. Although some 
attempts have been made, 

none have gained as much 
traction as the CWU has.

However, the CWU has 
reached out to Senate cafeteria 
workers as well as employees 
of  the Library of  Congress. 
Those workers are unioniz-
ing with Unite Here, a labor 
union operating out of  the 
United States and Canada that 
focuses on the rights of  staff  
in the hospitality industry. 

“We want them to know 
that we have their back no 

matter what, and that our 
solidarity extends to them in 
DC and everywhere else that 
Unite Here workers are work-
ing,” CWU President Philip 
Bennett said.

Although the CWU is only 
legally able to collectively 
bargain for staffers of  repre-
sentatives, their statement of  
unity with Senate staffers sug-
gests that staff  working for 
senators may similarly receive 
the right to unionize.

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

At least 19 are dead and 
hundreds of  cities are with-
out electricity after several 
Russian missile strikes hit the 
Ukrainian cities of  Kyiv and 
Zaporizhzhia last week.

The attack came in re-
sponse to a strike outside 
Kerch on the Crimea Bridge 
on Oct. 8, which connects the 
Russian mainland to Crimea. 
Crimea was annexed by Mos-
cow in 2014, and the $3.7 
billion bridge is vital to the 
transportation of  military 
resources, as well as fuel and 
basic needs for civilians. Pu-
tin condemned the attack the 
following day, declaring it a 
“terrorist attack” by Ukranian 
special services.

The same day, into the 
morning of  Oct. 10, sever-
al missiles were fired into 
the Ukrainian city of  Zapor-
izhzhia, targeting private 
homes and apartment build-
ings. Officials say that the 
blast killed at least 19 and at 
least 40 more were hospital-
ized. On Wednesday, Russia 
deployed drone and missile 
strikes to infrastructure sites 
in Kyiv and Zaporizhzhia re-
spectively, which has delayed 
the efforts of  Ukrainian offi-
cials to rebuild water and en-
ergy sources.

Loyalists to Vladimir Pu-
tin praised his response to the 
Crimea Bridge attack. Mar-
garita Simonyan, head of  the 
Russian overseas news source 
RT, said that this was the per-
fect time for Russia to show 
their strength. Dmitry Med-
vedev, deputy head to Putin’s 
security advisory council, said 
the “goal of  our future actions, 
in my view, should be the com-
plete dismantling of  the polit-
ical regime of  Ukraine.”

Contrarily, several military 
strategists in the West have 
condemned this attack for de-
liberately hitting civilian tar-
gets and deemed the attack 
careless. 

“Russia lacks the missiles 
to mount attacks of  this sort 
often, as it is running out of  
stocks and the Ukrainians 
are claiming a high success 
rate in intercepting many of  
those already used,” Lawrence 
Freedman, emeritus professor 
of  war studies at King’s Col-
lege London, wrote. 

Ukraine officials said that 
Russia fired 111 missiles over 
the course of  Monday and 
Tuesday, and that they suc-
cessfully shot down 63 of  
them.

The G7 held an emergen-
cy meeting last Tuesday with 
Volodymyr Zelensky, in which 
the Ukrainian president re-

quested leaders urgently pro-
vide advanced weaponry to 
help create an “air shield” for 
Ukraine. On Friday, President 
Biden pledged a new military 
package to Ukraine estimated 
to be approximately $725 mil-
lion, in addition to the $625 
million package he pledged 
earlier this month. 

Last Wednesday, the Unit-
ed Nations voted 143-5 to 
condemn Russia for its at-
tempted annexation of  more 
areas of  Ukraine. 

U.S. Ambassador Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, while 
speaking before the assembly 
prior to  the vote, called on 
her colleagues to “send a clear 

message today, that the Unit-
ed Nations will not tolerate 
attempts at illegal annexation. 
We will never recognize it.” 

Last month, Putin declared 
four regions of  Ukraine as 
Russian territory, citing refer-
endum votes from Russia-oc-
cupied areas for his claim.

U.S. Secretary of  State An-
thony Blinken said that the 
near-unanimous vote to con-
demn Moscow showed just 
how alone Putin was in his 
efforts. 

“The world has never been 
more united in its repudiation 
of  Russia’s war,” Blinken, to 
the State Department on Fri-
day, said.
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Congressional Sta�ers Unionize
Michigan workers create the �rst congressional sta� union, request higher pay

BY JOSEPH NICHOLS
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Ryan and Vance debate for Senate

Ohio Senate candidates 
Republican J.D. Vance and 
Congressperson Tim Ryan 
(D-Youngstown) had their 
first debate in Cleveland on 
Monday, Oct. 10.

Ryan and Vance are vying 
for retiring Senator Rob Port-
man’s seat. Each candidate 
criticized their competition’s 
platform, with Vance saying 
Ryan’s 20 year political career 
as a congressmember has not 
produced any change while 
Ryan argued Vance is an ex-
tremist whose preferred poli-
cies represent only a sliver of  
the Republican Party.

“Tim Ryan went to Wash-
ington D.C. where he has been 
failing at his basic job for 20 
years,” Vance said, referencing 
his enlistment in the military 
during the same year Ryan 
first entered Congress.

Main focuses of  the de-
bate included abortion, im-
migration and the economy 
— amongst Ryan’s notes 
about backing former presi-
dent Donald Trump at times 
on trade, contrary to his party, 
and Vance’s rendition of  Ryan 
as a creature of  Washington 
comparative to his position as 
a political outsider.

During the debate, Vance 
blamed inflation on unre-
stricted federal spending, at-
tributing Ryan to part of  the 
issue.

“I believe we’ve gone in a 

fundamentally bad direction 
over the last couple of  years,” 
Vance said. 

“I think people deserve to 
go to the grocery store with-
out completely breaking the 
bank,” Vance said. 

“Tim Ryan has voted with 
these policies 100 percent of  
the time. Every single time he 
gets an opportunity to stand 
up for Ohioans, he chooses to 
bend the knee to his own par-
ty,” he continued.

Ryan dismissed Vance’s 
claims during their discussion 
about China, rather blaming 
inflation on outsourced labor 
and production.

“We need to cut taxes for 
working people,” Ryan said. 
“We have our supply chains 
in Asia. J.D. Vance invested in 
China and ships products and 
companies that ship products 
back. That’s why we can’t get 
out of  this inflation problem.”

Abortion, the second high-

U.S. o�cials condemn Saudi Arabian oil reduction

President Joe Biden said 
he would take action against 
Saudi Arabia on Oct. 11 af-
ter the Kingdom declared it 
would cut down on its crude 
oil production.

“I’m not going to get into 
what I’d consider and what I 
have in mind. But there will 
be consequences,” Biden said.

The Saudi Arabian officials’ 
decision was noted during an 
OPEC meeting in Vienna, 
Austria. During the meeting, 
the Kingdom announced it 
would cut production costs by 
two million barrels per day.

Saudi energy minister Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman stated the 
drop in oil production was 
due to a need to protect an 
energy industry experiencing 
economic uncertainty. 

“We are here to stay as a 
moderating force, to bring 
about stability,” bin Salman 
explained.

The Kingdom also denied 
a request from the U.S. to de-
lay the cuts by a month, citing 
economic issues.

“The Kingdom clari-
fied through its continuous 
consultations with the U.S. 
administration that all eco-
nomic analyses indicate that 

postponing the OPEC+ de-
cision for a month, according 
to what has been suggested, 
would have had negative eco-
nomic consequences,” the Sau-
di ministry explained.

Saudi Arabia is one of  the 
acting leaders of  OPEC+.

The European Union (EU) 
placed embargoes on Russian 
crude oil earlier this year in 
order to support Ukrainian 
forces. In an attempt to rec-
tify this, Biden met with 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman of  Saudi Arabia 
to increase oil production and 
reduce gas prices in both the 
U.S. and EU.

“You won’t see that for an-
other couple of  weeks,” Biden 
said in regards to raising gas 
prices, implying the meeting 
was successful.

Saudi Arabian officials’ 
decision has already had an 
impact on the global econo-
my. Brent Crude, the interna-
tional benchmark for oil, has 
increased by 1.5%, and U.S. 
and European fuel prices have 
soared. In an attempt to alle-
viate the situation, the Biden 
administration planned to re-
lease 10 million barrels from 
the national reserve.

While the Kingdom denies 
their decision as a political fa-
vor to Russia, some U.S. poli-
ticians speculate otherwise.

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER
Newswire Live 
Show Manager

“I don’t buy it,” Sen. Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.) said. “To say, 
‘It’s a business decision, don’t 
take it personally...’ We’re in 
the middle of  a war. Innocent 
people are dying.”

Sen. Robert Menendez 
(D-N.J.) urged members of  
the Senate to halt all arms 
sales to the kingdom.

“Either you support the 
rest of  the free world in try-
ing to stop a war criminal 
from violently wiping off  an 
entire country off  of  the map, 
or you support him,” Menen-
dez stated. “The Kingdom of  
Saudi Arabia chose the latter 
in a terrible decision driven by 
economic self-interest.”

Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and Rep. Ro Kha-
na (D-Calif.) introduced leg-
islation that would block all 
U.S. arms sales and support 
services to Saudi Arabia for a 
year one day after Menendez’s 
statement.

“We cannot continue sell-
ing highly sensitive arms 
technology to a nation aligned 
with an abhorrent terrorist 
adversary,” Blumenthal said.

As of  yet, the White House 
currently have a timeline for 
its review of  Saudi relation-
ships.

“I will leave it to the Pres-
ident to lead on this issue,” 
Durbin stated. 

est determining issue for 
Ohioan voters at approximate-
ly 15.9%, is a dividing line be-
tween the two candidates.

“I support going back to 
Roe v. Wade. That was estab-
lished law for 50 years and 
we didn’t have all the chaos 
that we’re having now,” Ryan 
said, regarding his pro-choice 
stance. 

“We’ve got to have some 
moderation on this issue,” he 
added.

Vance commented on his 
pro-life stance, responding to 
questions pertaining to Lind-
sey Graham’s 15-week abor-
tion ban.

“Some minimum National 
Standard is totally fine with 
me,” Vance said. 

“We are talking about five-
month-old babies, fully formed 
babies who can feel pain. No 
civilized country in the world 
allows elective abortion that 
late in pregnancy. I don’t think 
the United States should be an 
exception,” Vance continued.

In addition, Ryan called 
Vance’s stances dangerous 
and a threat to America’s de-
mocracy, suggesting that most 
Americans were drained by 
the policies tabled by his con-
stituents.

“You’re running around 
with Lindsey Graham, who 
wants a national abortion ban. 
You’re running around with 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, who 
is the absolute looniest politi-
cian in America,” Ryan said.

Ryan campaigned alone 
on the airwaves this summer 
and put substantial money to-
wards portraying himself  as a 
moderate, while Vance strug-
gled to gain a strong lead in 
the race, which remains close 
according to publicly available 
polling.

However, both campaigns 
and their allied political 
groups sent at least 28 press 
releases over the course of  the 
hour-long debate and follow-
ing it, signifying the close na-
ture of  the race.

BY BRIANA DUNN 
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Age requirements in the 
U.S. quite frankly do not make 
sense. 

There is no reason why 
someone can go fight and die 
for their country but can’t 
drink alcohol. 

Please consider even less 
extreme scenarios such as 
booking a hotel room. This 
one hits pretty close to home 
with me, because my friends 
and I went down to Mis-
sissippi for a football game. 
We arrived at midnight and 
stopped at a hotel we had al-
ready booked. We gave him 
our IDs and he told us we 
couldn’t sleep there since we 
weren’t 21. So, we then had to 
hop from hotel to hotel trying 
to find somewhere that lets 
19-year-olds stay. 

After two hours of  search-
ing, we never found one and 
we decided to just sleep in the 
car. This seemed like a great 
idea until we saw someone 
about 40 feet from us be ar-

rested at gunpoint. Eventual-
ly, after what felt like forever, a 
hotel let us in on the condition 
we told no one. 

I can understand restric-
tions for hotels with alcohol 
in each room. However, it 
doesn’t make any sense as to 
why three guys who already 
live by themselves can’t sleep 
in a hotel room. Instead, we 
were put in danger by not 
having anywhere to sleep.

Another instance of  U.S. 
age restrictions being all over 
the place is how a person 
straight out of  high school 
can get drafted to fight a war 
with which they don’t want 
anything to do. However, they 
can’t buy a drink or smoke a 
cigarette legally. 

A third example is that the 
age to drive is 16 in the U.S. In 
2016, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
reported 37,461 people killed 
in car crashes in the U.S. alone. 
There are way more fatalities 

from driving then there are 
from vaping or drinking alco-
hol without driving. 

Countries around the 
world, such as Germany, set 
the driving 
age at 18, 
which at 
least is con-
sistent with 
what most 
view as the 
age of  an 
adult. 

Another odd thing about 
age requirments is that the 
age it takes to rent a car from a 
rental agency is 25. If  I could 
fly a plane all the way there 
by myself, there should be no 
reason as to why I can’t drive 
around. I can already drive my 
own car. 

The people who make these 
age requirements just make 
assumptions based on the fact 
someone is not 21, or in this 
case, 25. A somewhat over-
looked age requirement is the 

age to be on the presidential 
ballot: 35. What an absolutely 
odd number.

We are back to the scenar-
io of  an 18-year-old being 

able to die 
for these 
35-year-old-
s , e v e n 
though they 
cannot run 
for the lead-
ership posi-
tion them-

selves. 
Some might say the age 

should be 21 for all of  these, 
but the requirement doesn’t 
account for the age someone 
lives on their own. There isn’t 
one perfect age for each sit-
uation, but there could be an 
attempt to make all the ages 
more consistent. We should 
be making all of  them the age 
of  18: the age of  aduldhood

While some people may 
see this as just an argument 
a college student is making 

to be able to drink, let me as-
sure you that it’s more than 
that. The U.S. has a serious 
age requirement problem that 
must be fixed; the inconsisten-
cies seem as if  every age was 
picked at random. 

If  someone is able to live 
on their own, they should be 
able to make their own choices 
in their life.

Lower Age Requirements 

News-
wire. He is a biomed

BRAVE Column: Porn on the Brain
Every second, there are 

28,258 people on the internet 
watching pornographic ma-
terial. With the evolution of  
the internet and media, por-
nography is easily accessible 
to not only teens and young 
adults, but also children as 
young as ages 6-12. 

Overexposure to pornog-
raphy is strongly linked to ad-
diction. Research and science 
prove pornography can have 
a negative impact on brain 
development, causing a spike 
in sexual or erectile dysfunc-
tion in younger ages.  There 
are thousands of  outlets pro-
viding unlimited material 
which can quickly lead into 
dangerous territory, such as 
non-consensual or unsolicited 
violence, sexism and racism. 

Exposure to pornography 
releases dopamine, one of  the 
pleasure chemicals in your 
brain, as well as serotonin, 
oxytocin and epinephrine. 
Teens who regularly watch 
pornography during the de-
velopment phase become un-
certain about sexual beliefs 

and morals, and their expec-
tations of  healthy sexual re-
lationships become distorted. 
This is due to their underde-
veloped frontal lobes, the area 
of  your brain responsible for 
decision making and logical 
reasoning. The overexposure 
of  these chemicals leads to a 
higher tolerance, eventual-
ly causing dependency. The 
brain rewires itself  to adapt 
to the demand for these chem-
icals, therefore leading to the 
inevitability of  pornography 
addiction.  

Due to the increase in por-
nography addiction, the in-
crease in sexual and erectile 
dysfuntion is greater than ever 
before for younger men. As 
a result of  gratification from 
tolerance of  the chemicals in 
the brain, young men show 
a preference to pornography 
over real life intercourse. This 
results in sexual or erectile 
dysfunction because arous-
al is more difficult to acheive 
with an actual partner. This 
also puts teenagers at a higher 
risk for low self  esteem, anx-

iety and depression. Mental 
health factors are related to a 
lack of  intimacy and need for 
a healthy relationship, which 
is difficult to achieve once one 
becomes addicted to pornog-
raphy.  

The evolution of  por-
nography has caused 47% 
of  participants to view more 
extreme content, with the in-
clusion of  verbal and physical 
violence. Constant exposure 
to extreme pornography de-
sensitizes anyone towards 
violence, especially against 
women. 

Pornography is a multi-mil-
lion dollar industry due to its 
dangerous perceptions. Most 
pornography does not exist 
under the realm of  respectful, 
always consenting and healthy 
relationships. If  it were, it 
would not be the booming 
industry it has become. The 
younger a person becomes ex-
posed to pornography, stud-
ies suggest, the more likely 
they are to become verbally 
and sexually violent towards 
their partner, and often more 

toward women due to seeking 
power and control. Studies 
also exist correlating pornog-
raphy and violence towards 
the LGBT+ community.

This in no way states that 
everyone who watches por-
nography is or will become 
addicted, have sexual dysfunc-
tion or become violent pred-
ators. Many healthy couples 
watch pornography togeth-
er, so some have suggested it 
can be seen in a positive light. 
However, it lays a foundation 
of  the possible negative ef-
fects pornography can have 
on the brain of  a developing 
person with unlimited access.  

Faith Skiles is a 
BRAVE Peer Edu-
cator and contrib-
utor to the Newswire 
bi-weekly BRAVE 
column. 

BRAVE is an organiza-
tion that stands for “Be-
lieve, Reclaim, Advocate 
Vocalize and Educate” 
Their director, Talia Ma-
son, and a selected group 
of  trained peer educators 
focus on educating and in-
forming the Xavier campus 
on gender-based inequal-
ity and violence through 
different workshops. The 
workshops are designed 
with prevention and inter-
action in mind to engage 
students in discussion 
surrounding these topics. 
Implementing BRAVE em-
powers survivors and stu-
dents to take a stand. Fol-
low BRAVE on Instagram 
for more! @xavier_brave.

We decided to just sleep 
in the car. This seemed 
like a great idea until we 
saw someone about 40 feet 
from us be arrested at 
gunpoint.
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Israel’s apartheid against 
Palestinians is perhaps the 
single most egregious human 
rights violation in the world. 

Xavier prides itself  on its 
Jesuit values. One of  those 
values is solidarity and kin-
ship. How can we as a uni-
versity remain committed to 
solidarity and kinship if  we 
don’t stand in solidarity with 
Occupied Palestine? 

Whether it’s through buy-
ing and using products made 
in the Occupied Palestine, 
sending students to Israel on 
study abroad programs, or 
through investing in Israeli 
companies, Xavier University 
is actively invested in the Is-
raeli government.

It’s important we under-
stand what is happening in 
Occupied Palestine, though. 
There is a lot of  confusion 
and misinformation out there. 

Many refer to the genocide 
as a “conflict,” which is rather 
inaccurate.  

A report released earlier 
this year from Amnesty Inter-
national detailed some of  the 
atrocities being committed. In 
particular, the reportinclud-
ded: “Israel’s intent to create 
and maintain a system of  op-
pression and domination over 
Palestinians and examined its 

key components: territorial 
fragmentation; segregation 
and control; dispossession of  
land and property; and de-
nial of  economic and social 
rights.” 

Amnesty came to the con-
clusion that “this system 
amounts to apartheid. Isra-
el must dismantle this cruel 
system and the international 
community must pressure it 
to do so. All those with juris-
diction over the crimes com-
mitted to maintain the system 
should investigate them.”  

When looking at the occu-
pation of  Palestine, one can 
begin to see the connections 
and similarities to the South 
African apartheid system in 
place from 1948 to the 1990’s.  

Forced removals, demoli-
tion of  Palestinian homes, the 
confining of  Palestinians to 
specific areas of  land, check-
points and control of  trans-
portation and the confiscation 
of  land are all reminiscent of  
South African apartheid. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
who was a leader against the 
atrocities being committed 
in South Africa, was a strong 
critic of  the Israeli govern-
ment.  

“I know first-hand that Is-

rael has created an apartheid 
reality within its borders and 
through its occupation. The 
parallels to my own beloved 
South Africa are painfully 
stark indeed,” Tutu said.  

Beyond the control, re-
moval, confiscation and forced 
removals characteristic of  
apartheid, the Israeli govern-
ment is also guilty of  contin-
ued violence.  

In May 2022, Israeli sol-
diers murdered American-Pal-
estinian journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh. Abu Akleh was 
shot and killed wearing a blue 
press vest while reporting on 
a raid by the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF.) Reports from 
The New York Times, Hu-
man Rights Watch, CNN, The 
Washington Post, U.S. State 
Department and the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights determined that Abu 
Akleh’s death was due to gun-
fire from Israeli forces.   

During Abu Akleh’s funer-
al, Israeli forces attacked pall-
bearers carrying her coffin. 
They attacked mourners with 
batons and stun grenades.  

In a 213-word report, the 
Human Rights Watch, a lead-
ing mainstream human rights 
organization, said: “Across 
these areas and in most as-

pects of  life, Israeli author-
ities methodically privilege 
Jewish Israelis and discrim-
inate against Palestinians. 
Laws, policies, and statements 
by leading Israeli officials 
make plain that the objective 
of  maintaining Jewish Israeli 
control over demographics, 
political power, and land has 
long guided government pol-
icy. In pursuit of  this goal, 
authorities have dispossessed, 
confined, forcibly separated, 
and subjugated Palestinians 
by virtue of  their identity to   
varying degrees of  intensity. 
In certain areas, as described 
in this report, these depriva-
tions are so severe that they 
amount to the crimes against 
humanity of  apartheid and 
persecution.”

Former president Jimmy 
Carter authored a controver-
sial book, Palestine: Peace Not 
Apartheid, in 2006. Carter had 
the guts to call Israel what is 
is — an apartheid state, guilty 
of  human rights violations 
and international war crimes. 

The U.S. government and 
governments across the world 
must commit to sanctions and 
boycotts against the Israeli 
government. This is perhaps 
the greatest moral issue of  
our lifetime. To stay silent on 

the ongoing apartheid being 
committed in Occupied Pal-
estine makes us just as guilty 
as those in power who contin-
ue to provide unconditioned 
arms and aid to Israel. 

Xavier University should 
also commit to a full boycott 
of  products manufactured 
and made in Occupied Pal-
estine and a full divestment 
from Israel. We have a moral 
obligation to do so.  

 
 

Israel Fosters Apartheid

Ethan Nichols is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Philoso-
phy, Politics and the 
Public major from 
Cincinnati.
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Sports Banter

Xavier men’s soccer will enter the Big East conference tournament after three games against Georgetown, Providence and Butler.  
Photo courtesy of goxavier.org

Xavier Men’s Soccer Ranks 13th in NCAA
Musketeers contend for their �rst conference title in Nov. 5 Big East playo� tournament
BY WILL LOPES

Fly, Eagles, Fly
The Eagles remain the 
only 6-0 team in the 
NFL, leading some com-
mentators to claim the 
team will make it to the 
Super Bowl this year. It 
might not be unfounded 
-- the last time the Ea-
gles went 6-0 to open the 
season, they lost the Su-
per Bowl to the New En-
gland Patriots in 2004. 

Cele-beer-tion
Atlanta Falcons Head 
Coach Arthur Smith 
treated his offensive line 
to some brewskis after 
Sunday’s win against the 
49ers. A video of  the 
post-red zone revelry 
features offensive tackle 
Jake Matthews toasting 
with a Bud Light and 
yelling, “Yeah, baby!”

Belated Benzema
Karim Benzema took 
home the Ballon d’Or -- 
the most prestigious in-
dividual award in soccer 
-- after years of  coming 
in second to stars like Li-
onel Messi and Cristiano 

Ronaldo. 

What in Tar Heel-Nation
The Associated Press re-
leased their Top 25 prea-
season ranking for col-
lege men’s basketball this 
week, naming North Car-
olina number one. This 
overturns two years of  AP 
ranking Gonzaga first. 

Snyder Won’t Sell
After years of  controver-
sy and a recent ESPN in-
vestigation, Washington 
Commanders fans wore 
paper bags and signs beg-
ging owner Daniel Snyder 
to “SELL THE TEAM.” 
The ESPN report alleges 
other NFL owners will not 
vote Snyder out because 
he has compromising in-
formation about owners, 
league offices and Roger 
Goodell. “They can’t f*ck 
with me,” Snyder alleged-
ly said, according to the 
report. 

Poole Pooh-Poohs Punch
After Golden State War-
rior Jordan Poole signed a 
four-year, $123 million ex-

Miller and Dilly, Commanders controversy, beer for the O-line

tension, he briefly spoke 
on the punch he received 
from teammate Dray-
mond Green on Oct. 5. 
Poole said that the pair 
were brothers, adding: 
“That’s really all I have to 
say on the matter. We’re 
here to win a champion-
ship and keep hanging 
banners.”

UFC Fights Insider Gam-
bling

The UFC has issued an 
addendum to its code of  
conduct policy prohibit-
ing any contracted ath-
letes from gambling on 
any UFC fights. 

Miller Doesn’t Dilly Dally
XU Athletics announced 
the release dates for the 
Coach Sean Miller Ra-
dio Show, presented by 
the Dilly Bistro. Fans can 
tune in starting Nov. 8 
on 55WKRC or through 
the Xavier Musketeers 
Gameday App. Fans in-
terested in attending in 
person are encouraged to 
make reservations with 
Dilly. 

er Kendal Allen, graduate 
student forward Alejandro 
Steinwascher and redshirt 
junior midfielder Cameron 
Phillips. Phillips netted his 
first goal of  the season.

On Saturday, the Muskies 
played a grueling away game 
at DePaul. The Blue Demons 
came out of  the day with one 
point despite a harsh Xavier 
attacking front. With over 
twice as many shots as De-
Paul, a 1-1 draw devastated 

the Musketeers. In the 69th 
minute, Xavier went down 
1-0 but answered back eight 
minutes later with a strike 
from freshman midfielder Al-
varo Heredia.

With three games left in 
the season, the men’s team 
remains undefeated. Their re-
cord currently stands at nine 
wins, zero losses and four 
draws. They have yet to play 
three Big East conference 
games against Georgetown, 

Providence and Butler. 
The Musketeers are cur-

rently tied atop the Big East 
table with Seton Hall and 
Georgetown. Each squad has 
13 points, and Georgetown 
boasts the most conference 
wins with four. 

Xavier’s last three games 
will be crucial to achieving 
the regular season title and 
securing the best spot pos-
sible in the Big East playoff  
tournament, which starts on 

Saturday, Nov. 5. The Muske-
teers have never won a con-
ference playoff  tournament, 
although they did finish run-
ner-up to both Providence 
in 2014 and Georgetown in 
2017. 

Xavier has one home game 
remaining and will travel to 
face Georgetown and Butler 
in the coming weeks. The 
home closer will take place on 
Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. against the 
Providence Friars.

Xavier men’s soccer ranks 
13th in the United Soccer 
Coaches Top 25 as the NCAA 
soccer season draws nearer to 
a close.

In the most recent ranking 
from Oct. 11, Xavier moved 
down one spot to 13th place. 
12th place was taken by Ver-
mont, who moved up three 
spots in the rankings in the 
past week. 

Xavier is the highest-rank-
ing team in the state of  Ohio 
and the only team in the Big 
East conference to make the 
rankings this week.

The ranking was an-
nounced before a home game 
against Creighton last Tues-
day when the Musketeers 
beat the Bluejays 3-1. That 
score will most likely fortify 
Xavier’s 13th place and could 
bolster the Muskies to an 
even higher ranking. 

Xavier’s goalkeeping ex-
celled throughout the game, 
with redshirt junior Cole Jen-
sen making a total of  10 saves 
and letting one goal in on a 
penalty kick. The Musketeers 
went into halftime losing; 
Creighton’s lone goal came in 
the 19th minute, and Xavier 
had not scored any. 

Xavier turned it around at 
halftime with three goals from 
graduate student defend-

Sports Banter
Tweets of the Week
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Something Rotten! is Freshly Frivolous

Fall Into Autumn Fun at a Cincinnati Pumpkin Patch

With fall in full swing and 
pumpkin spice lattes back, 
there’s nothing quite like vis-
iting a local pumpkin patch. 
Everyone loves a good oppor-
tunity to get off  campus and 
spend some quality time with 
friends, so why not make the 
most of  it?

Whether it’s to take some 
cute pictures with friends or 
grab a couple pumpkins to 
carve, there are a number of  
options in the greater Cincin-
nati area for people to visit.

So, throw on a flannel, grab 
your friends and head out to a 
local farm before it’s too late! 

Neltner’s Farm
Nestled in a beautiful hilly 

valley in Northern Kentucky, 
Neltner’s Farm has been in 
operation for more than a cen-
tury with fresh produce, an 
expansive pumpkin patch and 
a corn maze. Its annual Fall 
Fest runs until Oct. 31.

Irons Fruit Farm
Located in Lebanon, Ohio, 

this fourth-generation family 
farm offers an array of  op-
portunities. With an incred-
ible on-sight bakery offering 
donuts, cider, pies, fritters and 

more, you can devour some 
fresh pastries while taking a 
tractor-driven hayride to pick 
pumpkins.

Niederman Family Farm
For more than 70 years, the 

Niederman family has worked 
their farm, growing produce 
and raising animals. They 
now offer a unique farm ex-
perience with paintball, farm 
tours, a corn maze and their 
renowned pumpkin patch. In 
addition, you can also rent a 
bonfire pit at the farm. They 
light it, and you bring the 
s’mores materials!

Hidden Valley Orchards
Formerly a fruit farm, 

Hidden Valley Orchards un-
derwent a transformation in 
2018, adding a bakery, tap-
room, coffee shop and an ice 
cream barn. Located in Leba-
non, Ohio, it offers an expan-
sive pumpkin patch as well as 
hayrides.

Shaw Farms Market
In addition to its visitor-fa-

vorite pumpkin patch, Shaw 
Farms also provides a wide 
array of  family friendly activ-
ities including horse-drawn 
hayrides, live music, an inter-
active playground and a gi-
gantic pumpkin patch. It can 

be found in Milford, Ohio, not 
too far from campus.

 
Blooms and Berries Farm 

Market
With a five-acre corn 

maze, beer garden, bakery, 
petting zoo, farm games and, 
of  course, a pumpkin patch, 
Blooms and Berries is a per-
fect way to spend a Saturday 
afternoon. Blooms and Ber-
ries is incredibly popular, so 
make sure you reserve tickets 
online before heading out to 
Loveland!

McGlasson Farms
Family-owned and oper-

ated for six generations, Mc-
Glasson Farms offers fresh 
fruits and vegetables from 

July through November. Right 
now, you can taste their fall 
specialties, like apples, cider, 
gourds, potatoes and pump-
kins. Make sure you check out 
their Fall Music Festival and 
other fall festivities near the 
Ohio River in Hebron, Ken-
tucky.

Brown’s Family Farm Mar-
ket

Located about 40 minutes 
north of  campus in Hamilton, 
Ohio, Brown’s Family Farm 
Market offers a great chance 
to get off  campus and have 
some fun. With a barrel train, 
corn maze, hayrides, farm an-
imals and pumpkins, there’s 
something for everyone. Make 
sure you check out the market, 

which is stocked with caramel 
apples, cider, fry pies, Amish 
baked goods and fudge.

Schappacher Farms
Situated on 50-acres in 

Wilmington, Ohio, Schap-
pacher Farms offers animals, 
pumpkin picking, a traditional 
corn maze and its iconic apple 
slushies.

Burger Farm and Garden 
Center

It’s time for the annual Fall 
Fun at the Farm! This event, 
in its 49th year, features a 
puppet show, live music, zip 
lines, a straw castle and more. 
Make sure you take a hayride 
to the pumpkin patch while 
you’re there.

Something Rotten!, which 
opened last weekend, has 
the audience cracking up all 
night with its satirical social 
commentary, flashy over-the-
top dance numbers and witty 
script, delivered all perfectly 
by its talented cast. 

After producing the  abso-
lutely heart-wrenching Rabbit 
Hole, Xavier Theatre has de-
cided to take a complete tonal 
180 with their second show of  
the 2022-23 season. 

Something Rotten! follows 
the story of  brothers Nick 
and Nigel Bottom (Matthew 
Callas and Anthony Contre-
ras) who struggle to create 
the next big theatrical hit be-
fore their rival, heart-throb 
rock n’ roll sensation William 
Shakespeare (Ryan Whitford). 

When the looney soothsay-
er Nostradamus (Joe Mitch-
ell) looks into the future, he 
sees that musicals will become 
an even bigger sensation than 
Shakespeare’s plays. Deter-
mined to become more fa-
mous than his adversary, Nick 
Bottom sets off  to write the 
world’s first musical.

As soon as the show begins, 
the audience is immediately 
transported into the Renais-
sance era with the lively pop 
song “Welcome to the Renais-
sance.” The song serves as a 
perfect way to inform viewers 
about major historical events 
and important cultural as-
pects of  the time needed to 

understand jokes or scenes 
later in the musical. 

Afterward, the show quick-
ly transitions and the main 
characters, the Bottom broth-
ers, are introduced. It becomes 
immediately apparent that the 
entire play would not be per-
formed in period-accurate, 
old-English style but would 
instead poke fun at Shake-
spearean English in a way that 
blends it with modern humor. 

While the brothers are 

working on their mission, 
Nick’s wife, Bea (Emma Hunt), 
has her own set of  goals to-
ward which she is working. 
With a baby on the way, Bea 
disguises herself  as a man in a 
series of  comical gags where 
she obtains jobs that only men 
are allowed to have.

All the while, she exchang-
es witty banter with her hus-
band and breaks the fourth 
wall with sarcastic jabs aimed 
at the misogynistic world in 

which she finds herself. Hunt 
executes her character ex-
cellently, with extremely on-
point facial expressions and 
brilliant comedic timing.

The show also follows Ni-
gel and his star-crossed lov-
er Portia’s (Maria Zierolf) 
romance. Contreras and 
Zeirolf ’s amazing on-stage 
chemistry had the entire au-
dience rooting for their rela-
tionship that is somehow both 
innocent and chock-full of  

sexual innuendos. 
Despite the fact that Por-

tia’s father, Puritan minister 
Brother Jeremiah (Anthony 
Frederickson), and Nick con-
stantly intervene in Nigel and 
Portia’s relationship, their dis-
approval and hatred for one 
another is not enough to keep 
the couple apart.

 Even though Something 
Rotten! is a show that is sever-
al years old and has been per-
formed countless times across 
the globe, the cast and crew 
wanted to incorporate their 
own unique spin on things. 

Mitchell inserts his own 
hilarious joke referencing the 
food on campus during one of  
his prophetic scenes. Chore-
ographer Jenna Trienen inte-
grates dance moves from oth-
er musicals during the song 
“A Musical,” and the entire 
ensemble interacts with the 
crowd during the song “Will 
Power” in a way that really 
brings the show to life. At one 
point, one lucky member of  
the audience is even brought 
on stage for a brief  moment.

This show is certainly a 
must-see from Xavier The-
atre, but if  you did not get the 
chance to see Something Rot-
ten! this past weekend, do not 
fret! Xavier Theatre will be 
putting on four more shows 
this coming weekend for Par-
ents Weekend. 

Tickets are still available to 
buy online for the shows on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday 
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2 p.m.

BY LUCY KRAMER

Photo courtesy of  @xaviertheatre via Instagram

BY ETHAN NICHOLS

Something Rotten!
performance of Something Rotten! 



Harvesting Autumnal Album Recommendations

BLINK Festival Illuminates XAS Work
The BLINK Festival re-

turned last weekend to light 
up downtown Cincinnati. 
The festival is a celebration 
of  arts, culture and diversity 
that takes place throughout 
the city and features many 
multimedia aspects, including 
lights, projections, drones, 
murals and sculptures.

BLINK, the largest out-
door light display in the 
world, last occurred in 2019, 
bringing an estimated 1.5 
million visitors to Cincinnati. 
The festival spans all over the 
city, from Fountain Square to 
Over the Rhine and the Banks. 

There were approximately 
100 different displays of  art 
this year, spanning roughly 30 
blocks of  Cincinnati.

A variety of  different forms 
of  art were created for this 
event. In the Cincinnati Mu-
sic Hall, an organist played 
as people danced and took 
photos. In Washington Park, 
a maze of  neon yarn hung 
as families  climbed through 
and took pictures under black 
lights. 

In Imagination Alley on 
Vine Street, colorful lanterns 
illuminated the keys of  a piano 
as people played and crowds 
sang along. The new colorful  
murals painted along side-
walks and sides of  buildings 
were a popular feature among 

fans of  Instagram-worthy 
photo spots.

Several well-known down-
town buildings were featured 
in displays, such as the Ham-
ilton County Memorial Hall, 
whose exterior was trans-
formed by a fiery sea of  pro-
jected light.

Many of  the exhibits were 
designed by artists with so-
cial commentary in mind. One 
new piece in the Weston Art 
Gallery reflects on the ra-
cial and societal connotations 
of  the words “Black” and 
“White.” 

Near Fountain Square, the 
Asianati Night Market was 
set up as a celebration of  
Asian heritage in Cincinnati. 
The temporary exhibit fea-
tured food, art and music, as 
well as sculptures created by 
the Xavier Art Society (XAS), 
which were featured in the 
front of  the display. 

XAS completed two large 
wooden sculptures for the 
Asianati Night Market com-
plete with lights.

XAS defines itself  as a 
community of  artists in all 
forms on Xavier’s campus. 
This organization is made up 
of  students who are interest-
ed in creating or appreciating 
art, regardless of  major. 

“We made two four-by-
eight foot sculptures of  a tiger 
and a dragon. Students would 

help come in and paint,” XAS 
treasurer Aleni Antalis ex-
plained. “In total, 30 to 40 stu-
dents were helping on these.”

Those involved in the proj-
ect included students from 
both inside and outside the art 
department, as well as various 
professors interested in the 
projects. 

“Going outside the Xavier 
bubble, and through collabo-
rating with an organization 
outside of  Xavier, we were 

able to demonstrate our art in 
the city, and it will be seen by 
people throughout the world,” 
XAS president Nick Namyar 
said. 

“We are reaching people 
outside of  the Xavier com-
munity and gaining recog-
nition through social media. 
Getting all of  these different 
disciplines of  people to come 
in and help on this project al-
lowed us to have a great final 
product,” he added. 

BY MO JUENGER

Editor-in-Chief

This whole album feels 
like catching feelings as 
the seasons change. My 
favorite song on this al-
bum is “Softly,” which is 
a really sweet song about 
not knowing who should 
make the first move.
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BY KAYLA ROSS

Back Page Editor

Photo courtesy of  @xavierartsociety via Instagram

Midterm season got you down? Check out these picks from Newswire writers!

• Anna “Delvey” Sorokin, who was 
convicted for grand larceny and 
fraud after falsely posing as a New 
York heiress, has been released from 
prison (Oct. 10).

• Former One Direction member 
Niall Horan is set to become a judge 
on the 2023 season of  “The Voice” 
(Oct. 11).

• Environmental activists vandalized 
Vincent van Gogh’s “Sunflower” 
painting (Oct. 13). 

• Robbie Coltrane, known for portray-
ing Hagrid in the Harry Potter film 
series, died at 72 (Oct. 14).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON

Photo courtesy of Sharee Allen

Photo courtesy of  commons.wikimedia.org

Kayla Ross, Back Page 
Editor

Immunity
By Clairo

Photos courtesy of  commons.wikimedia.org

This album epitomiz-
es the “Lo-Fi Beats to 
Study/Relax To” vibe, 
which is all I’m feeling 
this fall. “Foreplay” is 
definitely my favorite 
track, and I think it makes 
for good study music or a 
good addition to a saucy 
playlist.

Mo Juenger, Edi-
tor-in-Chief

II Shepherds
By Jalen Santoy

 The combination of  
different styles of  ambi-
ent electronic music on 
this album renders my 
mind blissfully quiet and 
clear (which is no small 
task). At this point I prob-
ably owe TAKA writing 
credits on my past 13 es-
says. 

Photo courtesy of Taka

Charlie Gstalder, Opin-
ions and Editorials 

Editor

Theory
By Taka
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The Ultimate Guide to 
Fashion: 2007 Edition

BY BEN DICKISON

DO...

Apple bottom jeans. Boots with the fur

More Jeans: but not just any jeans. These jeans are worn in such a way peo-

of the back of your jeans.

loose.

DON’T...

Newswire
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New Show Starts Off 
With Bang? 

BY WILL LOPES, STAFF WRITER 

 Was I the only one who caught the pilot of The Big 

Bang Theory the other day? I had to rewatch it three times 

From what I gather, it speaks to an audience of people who 

show pretty much follows the same train, saying something 

show telling me to laugh at the mere reference to Dungeons & 

Dragons? It’s things like this that tell me this show is made to 

dominant force in the culture, winning numerous awards and 

Brangelina? 
BY JOSEPH NICHOLS, STAFF WRITER

Matt Damon voted sexiest man alive 2007! 

People Magazine has spoken, and the sexiest man is indeed 

Good Will 

Hunting. 

This past week, Hollywood sweethearts Brad Pitt and Angelina 

their family, citing that a multitude of kids is the measure of any 

Biel, whereas Diaz has started and ended relationships with three 

-

Breaking News: Cameron Diaz has been sawed in half. 

LEO SPOTTED 
WITH NEWEST 
GIRLFRIEND!



ACROSS
1 Snake’s screech
5 Cracked
9 ‘rn’ to an RN
13 Dominique
Wilkens’ team
15 Seaweed used 
in sushi making 
16 Othello’s ana-
tagonist
17 Bird-related
18 “That’s ‘B’ ___
boy”
19 Tiny unit of  
measurement ab-
breviated to gtt
20 Club for short
kings?
23 The Tony’s best
musical of  2012
24 Hang loosely, 
as a rabbit’s ears
25 Sounds of  dis
approval 
27 Expression of  
ennui
28 Club for ston-
ers?
32 Slang pet name 

from the 2010s
34 Lead in to Jose 
and Francisco
35 Section of  the 
CDC?
36 Theme park 
capital of  the
world
40 Does better, as 
a plant
42 French photo-
grapher and mod-
el of  Picasso’s 
“Weeping Wom-
an,” Dora
43 Comparison  
words 
45 Locale for
Cyrus’ party
46 Club for newly
engaged?
50 Oil platform
53 Yes, in Istanbul
54 Shifty
55 Pro bowler, 
Billy 
56 Club for Inuit
people? 
59 Burn slightly

62 “It’s a yes ___ 
question”
63 Tires (out)
64 Cough violently
65 Samuel R. ___, 
of  juice and fruit
snack fame
66 Videogame
speedrunner’s plan of
action (Abbrv.)
67 Brutus’ betrayal day
68 Real, in Rotterdam
69 Ice cream giant with
a “Brownie Brick Road”
flavor

DOWN
1 Model Harlow who
appeared in How to 
Lose a Guy in 10 Days
2 Juniper tree
3 The Outsiders prop
4 Eleven’s weapon of
choice against Angela 
in Stranger Things
5 Like a clock that uses 
hands
6 Quinn and Stalin 
7 Like Queen of  the
Night’s famous solo in
“The Magic Flute”
8 “Opening” or “Sen-
cha” on Apple, among
others
9 Robin and Batgirl
10 Cigarette biproduct
11 In the past
12 Word after tan or 
crop
14 Sketch show running 
since 1975 
21 Horror director, Roth
22 LA based sch. 
26 Makes it in the 
Guinness Book, i.e. 

28 Egg-layer
29 Maple syrup’s roots
30 ___ Moo, chocolate
milk brand  
31 “Sure” 
33 Arthur and D.W.,
for two
36 Texter’s “I’m com-
ing”
37 Addison of  TikTok
fame
38 “___ Around Here 
No More” (Tom Petty 
song)
39 URL ender for some
trustworthy sites
41 Make blush
44 Liquor known as 
the green fairy
47 Suffix denoting 
more
48 Little Women au
thor
49 Concrete jungle
where dreams are 
made of  (Abbrv.)
51 “Let me get the 
bill”
52 Tourists, to an 
Airbnb owner 
55 Put to pen
57 Volkswagen SUV 
since 2017
58 Intellectual works
that may be TM-ed 
59 Illinois city nick
name
60 Possessed 
61 It can be a one or 
an eleven

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

ACROSS
1 Snake's sound
5 Cracked
9 'rn', to an RN
13 Ethan of "The Black

Phone"
15 Seaweed used in sushi

making
16 Othello's antagonist
17 Dr. Suess, to Theodore

Geisel
18 "That's 'B' ____ boy"
19 Minute unit of

measurement
abbreviated to gtt

20 Club for campus' short
kings?

23 The Tony's best
musical of 2012

24 Hang loosely, as a
rabbit's ears

25 Sounds of disapproval
27 "I've seen better"
28 Club for campus'

stoners?
32 Slang pet name from

the 2010's
34 Lead in to Jose and

Francisco

35 Section of the CDC?
36 Theme park capital of

the world&nbsp;
40 Does better, as a plant
42 French photographer

and model of Picasso's
"Weeping Woman",
Dora

43 'Would you rather'
Comparison words

45 Locale for Cyrus' party
46 Club for campus' newly

engaged?
50 Oil platform
53 Yes, in Istanbul&nbsp;
54 Shifty
55 Professional bowler

Billy
56 Club for campus' Inuit

students?
59 Burn slightly
62 "It's a yes ____

question"
63 Tires (out)
64 Cough violently
65 Samuel R. ____, of

juice and fruit snack
fame

66 Videogame
speedrunner's plan of
action (Abbrev.)

67 Brutus' betrayal day
68 Real, in Rotterdam
69 Ice cream giant with a

"Brownie Brick Road"
flavor

DOWN
1 Model Harlow who

appeared in "How to
Lose a Guy in 10
Days"

2 Salt water
3 "The Outsiders" prop
4 Eleven's weapon of

choice against Angela
in "Stranger Things"

5 Like a clock that uses
hands

6 Quinn and Stalin
7 Female-driven opera

solo
8 "Opening" or "Sencha"

on Apple, among
others

9 Robin and Batgirl
10 Feather friend?

11 In the past
12 Word after tank or crop
14 Class that may be

required for immigrant
students (abbrev.)

21 Horror director, Roth
22 LA based uni
26 Makes it in the

Guinness Book, i.e.
28 Egg-layer
29 Maple syrup's roots
30 ___ Moo, Chocolate

milk brand
31 "Sure"
33 Arthur and D.W., for

two
36 Texter's "I'm coming"
37 Addison of TikTok fame
38 "____ Around Here No

More" (Tom Petty song)
39 URL ender for some

trustworthy sites
41 Make blush
44 Liquor known as the

green fairy
47 Suffix denoting more
48 Name on a "Little

Women" spine
49 Concrete jungle where

dreams are made of
(Abbrev.)

51 "Lemme get the bill"
52 Tourists, to an Airbnb

owner
55 Penned
57 Volkswagen SUV since

2017
58 Works that may be

TM-ed
59 Another nickname for

the windy city, with
'The'

60 Possessed
61 Card that may be found

in a hole or up a sleeve

Get involved!
GRIFFIN BRAMMER
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