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Student board works to advocate inclusionary policy for Xavier administration
Students advise Banks on diversity

The Office of  Institutional 
Diversity & Inclusion (OIDI) 
welcomed the inaugural Di-
versity and Inclusion Student 
Advisory Board (DISAB) to 
advise Vice President of  In-
stitutional Diversity and In-
clusion Dr. Ivy Banks on di-
versity, equity, inclusion and 
accessibility from the student 
perspective.

Earlier this year, the OIDI 
launched a new initiative fo-
cused on allowing Xavier 
student voices to play a more 
prominent role in regards to 
institutional diversity and 
inclusion. Spearheaded by 
Banks, nine students were se-
lected out of  an applicant pool 
of  30 to join the inaugural 
DISAB. These students will 
be working with Banks to ad-
vise “all matters on diversity 
and inclusion as it impacts the 
institutional level.” 

Banks, after joining Xavi-
er in January 2022 with more 
than 15 years of  expertise in 
diversity and inclusion stra-
tegic leadership, identified a 
lack of  student representation 
for diversity and inclusion ef-
forts at Xavier. 

 “It was necessary for the 
voice of  students to be heard 
by the senior leadership coun-
cil,” Banks said. 

“Some people might not 
realize that other people feel 
like they don’t belong or that 
there’s certain roadblocks for 
people that not everyone has 
because of  their identites. We 
want to make sure that every-
one, regardless of  their iden-
tities, feels at home at Xavier, 
and they know that we are a 
family,” sophomore Philoso-
phy, Politics and the Public 

and economics Andrew Apol-
lonio said.

Banks aimed to create a 
more formal avenue between 
the students and the adminis-
tration, resulting into the cre-
ation of  DISAB. 

Since the board will be 
dealing with matters relating 
to diversity and inclusion on 
campus, Banks felt that hav-
ing a variegated group of  stu-
dents was of  utmost impor-
tance. Hence, the board’s nine 
members come from a diverse 
set of  backgrounds and iden-
tities. 

“(This diversity) brings… 
a very different perspective 
here at Xavier, because I get 
to hear from students from 
different religions, abilities, 
sexualities and genders that 
aren’t always at the table,” 

Banks said.
“Xavier will benefit (from 

the board) because everyone 
thrives when there is true di-
versity in a community. When 
everyone brings something 
different to the table, everyone 
succeeds,”  senior psycholo-
gy major and member of  the 
DISAB board Maya McGee 
said.

“It is important to empha-
size inclusion, especially on a 
college campus, because this 
is where people grow and de-
velop, and this is where people 
become who they are,” McGee 
continued. 

The board will be advising 
major inclusion operations, 
the diversity of  the strategic 
plan, required diversity and 
inclusion training and the bias 
support system on campus. 

At the forefront of  DIS-
AB’s agenda is the campus 
climate survey. The campus 
climate survey was a compre-
hensive survey, last sent out in 
2016, which served as a way 
for students to communicate 
their opinions on the current 
diversity and inclusion cli-
mate on campus. 

After eight years, Banks 
is working to launch another 
campus climate survey next 
spring, to be advised by the 
DISAB. The board will advise 
Banks on what questions and 
details ought to be present on 
the survey before it is intro-
duced in the spring.

“We need to know what our 
students need and what they 
want,” Banks said. 

Banks is also focused on  
monitoring extremism on 

campus. In wake of  recent 
vandalism incidents at Xavier 
perpetrated by a White na-
tionalist group, Banks stat-
ed the advisory board will 
be considering “the policies, 
processes and notifications to 
Xavier if  we ever have any 
group such as an extremist 
group on campus.” 

“Two students on the board 
attended the Eradicate the 
Hate Conference two weeks 
ago, which makes Xavier eli-
gible for student-based grants 
that help us as a university to 
be able to address extremists 
groups on campus,” Banks 
said.

DISAB will continue meet-
ing with Banks to plan the 
upcoming survey and discuss 
other matters of  diversity and 
inclusion.

BY SPENCER DE TENLEY
Multimedia Managing 
Editor
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The recently-formed Diversity and Inclusion Student Advisory Board (DISAB) is advising  Institutional Diversity and 
Inclusion Vice President Dr. Ivy Banks about ongoing diversity, equity and inclusion issues on Xavier’s campus.



Due to a sta� opening, Xavier French studies students are unable to take courses
XU French Loses Upper-Level Classes

The Xavier French and 
Francophone studies program 
(FFS) was unable to offer up-
per-level courses this fall due 
to a shortage of  instructors. 

The Department of  Clas-
sics and Modern Languages 
is looking to fill the position 
by Spring 2023 class registra-
tion, but some FFS students 
worry about the setback in 
completing their FFS major 
or minor requirements.

Xavier’s FFS program pro-
vides classes ranging from vo-
cabulary and grammar of  the 
French language to French 
politics, history, literature and 
various aspects of  French cul-
ture. 

The program’s webpage 
details that the “curriculum 
easily accommodates the ad-

dition of  a second major or 
minor.” 

The FFS program was 
previously directed by Dr. Jo-
hann Le Guelte, who is now 
at Georgetown University 
as a Provost’s Distinguished 
Faculty Fellow and assistant 
professor of  Francophone 
studies. Le Guelte taught up-
per-level French courses such 
as French culture and politics, 
Francophone cinema and led a 
senior independent study re-
search project at Xavier. 

As he embraced the op-
portunity to teach at George-
town, Le Guelte was set to be 
superseded by Dr. Riham Is-
mail, a French professor who 
previously taught at Purdue 
University. 

However, as upperclassmen 
prepared to enter into their 
300 and 400 level classes this 
semester, they were met with 

the news that Ismail would be 
unable to teach the upper-lev-
el French courses this fall. 

The Classics and Modern 
Languages Department was 
unable to find a qualified in-
structor to teach for the fall 
semester. 

This resulted in the can-
cellation of  two upper-lev-
el French courses and many 
FFS students with questions 
about how to continue with 
their major or minor. 

Dr. Jamie Trnka, German 
studies professor and Chair of  
the Classics and Modern Lan-
guages Department, provided 
insight into the situation from 
a professor’s perspective. 

“We are actively working 
to confirm spring staffing by 
an outstanding faculty mem-
ber and will confirm our plans 
prior to the start of  regis-
tration for spring courses." 
Trnka said. "We continue to 
collaborate closely with Dean 
(David) Mengel and Provost 
(Rachel) Chrastil to ensure 
the continued vibrancy of  
our programs, and the depart-
ment is hopeful that requests 
for a permanent replacement 
will result in another highly 
competitive national search.” 

President of  French Club 
and FFS major Emma Falci 
provided some insight into  
the challenges that FFS stu-
dents now face.

“I definitely feel like this 
change has affected many FFS 
students here at Xavier, and I 
honestly was really sad when 
I found out I wouldn’t be able 
to take a French class this se-
mester because it’s something 

I genuinely enjoy,” Falci said.
Falci explained that she 

was able to use the credits 
that she received while study-
ing abroad to count for her six 
remaining credits to complete 
her FFS major.

“I realize not everyone was 
in that position, so I am wor-
ried about the students that 
have been set back from com-
pleting their French major or 
minor. However, as president 
of  the French Club, I am de-
termined to not let this get in 
our way, and I aim to make the 
French Club a space for Fran-
cophones of  all levels where 
we can continue our learning 

outside of  the classroom,” 
Falci said. 

Trnka’s description of  the 
future for the FFS program is 
one that provides hope for the 
program and encourages stu-
dents to continue with their 
studies despite this complica-
tion.

“French and Francophone 
Studies is a vibrant and di-
verse field and enjoys strong 
student engagement and in-
terest here at Xavier. We 
look forward to continuing to 
nurture student curiosity and 
commitment inside and out-
side of  the classroom," Trnka 
said.

BY KYRA HUDSON

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
Students in XU's French and Francophone studies program 
are unable to take their upper level courses this fall.

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
Schott Hall is home to the Department of Classics and Modern 
Language, which includes Xavier's French major and minor programs.
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“Fall” into the half way point of 
the semester with these events

Men's Golf 
vs. Dayton Flyers
Dayton University,

7 p.m.

CFJ Together in 
Christ

Arrupe Overlook, 
GSC,

8:45 p.m.

Pumpkin 
Decorating
Clock Tower

Lounge, GSC,
2 p.m.

Muskie Madness
Cintas Center,

7:30 p.m.

Newswire 
Weekly Meeting

 GSC 214,
7:30 p.m.

Career 
Development 

Resume Building
Alter 001,

5 p.m.

Swim Team 
vs. Swim Alumni

11 a.m.

 Student Mass
Bellarmine Chapel,

4 p.m., 10 p.m.

Taylor Swift 
Album Release

Party 
Buenger Basement, 

11:30 p.m.

Xavier Theatre: 
"Something 

Rotten!"
2 p.m.

Bengals vs. Falcons
Paycor Stadium 

Cincinnati,
1 p.m.

Grab Bag 
Wednesday: TRiO

1 p.m.

Yoga in the HUB
Health United 

Building,
7 a.m.

Cross Country at 
Big East 

Championship,
TBD

Family Weekend

1310

Chat with XUPD 
Chief

Flynn Hall,
12 p.m.

11

CDI: Barber 
Shop Talk
GSC 280,

4 p.m.

Pole Dancing: 
SWEAT

Saks Pole Fitness,
6:45 p.m.

Throwback 
Thursday

Commons,
4:30 p.m.Family Weekend

Blood Drive
Arrupe Overlook, 

GSC,
10 a.m.

Cake Decorating 
Contest

Commons,
5 p.m.
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Protests began on Sept. 17 when dozens of women removed their hijabs and waved them in the air during 
the funeral of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who died while in police custody for not wearing her hijab  correctly.

Cuban Referendum Approves Same-Sex Marriage
BY BEN DICKISON

In a Sept. 27 referendum, Cuban voters approved same-sex marriage. In addition, same-sex couples are now allowed to adopt children and have 
children through surrogacy. The referendum passed with approximately two-thirds of Cuban voters supporting, generating international attention.

@xavier.newswire

More than 75 people were 
killed and over 1,200 arrest-
ed as violent protests against 
the Iranian government con-
tinue into their third week 
in response to the death of  
22-year-old Mahsa Amini.

Amini, a Kurd from the city 
of  Saqez, was arrested by mo-
rality police in Tehran after 
violating the law that man-
dates women wear a hijab. Her 
family alleged that she was 
viciously beaten by officers 
during her time in custody 
and that her death was due to 
sustained injuries.

After news of  her death 
broke on Sept. 16, an estimat-
ed quarter of  a million Ira-
nians took to Instagram to 
spread the news.

Protests began on Sept. 17, 
when dozens of  women re-
moved their hijabs and waved 
them in the air during Ami-
ni’s funeral. Over the follow-
ing days, protests spread over 
dozens of  cities across the na-
tion  and quickly turned vio-
lent, resulting in deaths.

Last week, the Iranian 
government retaliated by 
deploying riot police, heav-
ily restricting internet ac-
cess and disrupting services 
such as Skype, Instagram and 
WhatsApp.

Shortly after, daily outag-
es and interruptions of  ser-

vice were reported across 
most social media platforms.  
President Ebrahim Raisi 
condemned the rioters on 
national television on Sept. 
28, saying that while Amini’s 
death had “saddened all,” his 
government would “not allow 
people to disturb the peace of  
society through riots.” He has 
also accused the domestic and 
foreign enemies of  trying to 
“pit the people against each 
other.”

The Iranian government 
has deployed riot police to re-

spond to protesters. Reports  
from multiple sources say 
they have employed the use 
of  tear gas and have beaten or 
shot protesters to death.

Several distinguished  Ira-
nian public figures have tak-
en the side of  the protesters. 
Prominent singer Mona Bor-
zuoei was arrested last week 
after posting a poem that elic-
ited support of  the Iranian 
women protesting. Ali Karimi 
and Sardar Azmoun, two top 
players on the Iranian soccer 
team, have announced their 

support as well. The govern-
ment has said they will face 
sanctions, including an indef-
inite suspension from play.

The protests in Iran have 
garnered support from coun-
tries all around the world. On 
Thursday, U.S. President Joe 
Biden imposed sanctions on 
Iranian oil and petrochemi-
cals, as well as modifying the 
U.S. policy on internet access 
in Iran to allow the protesters 
to access the web in response 
to the government’s abuse 
against their own people.

“The United States stands 
with Iranian women and all 
the citizens of  Iran who are 
inspiring the world with their 
bravery,” President Biden 
said.

The UN Office of  the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights released a statement 
last week condemning the 
Iranian government, say the 
office “extremely concerned 
by comments by some leaders 
vilifying protesters, and by 
the apparent unnecessary and 
disproportionate use of  force 
against protesters.” 

Experts believe that the 
protests are to escalate in the 
coming days with calls for a 
nationwide worker’s strike. 

UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres promoted 
peace.

“It is absolutely essential 
to show maximum restraint, 
maximum containment...” 
Guterres said.

“Workers’ strikes are sensi-
tive in Iran because they bring 
back memories of  the 1979 
revolution, when collective 
labor action acted as a useful 
tactic that helped bring down 
the Shah,” Trita Parsi, vice 
president of  the Quincy Insti-
tute in Washington D.C, said.

He added, that with strikes 
already occurring before the 
protests began, additional 
strikes are more likely to in-
crease pressure on the gov-
ernment.
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In a milestone vote on Sept. 
27, Cuba passed a referendum 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
across the island. Same-sex 
couples are now allowed to 
adopt children and have chil-
dren through a surrogate. 

Approximately two-thirds 
of  Cuban voters, totaling 
around six million, voted in fa-
vor of  the new “Family Code.” 

Although homosexuality 
in Cuba has been legal since 
1979, LGBT+ Cubans have 
experienced discrimination 
against to the present day. 

Before 1979, during the dic-
tatorial regime of  Fidel Cas-
tro, whose Communist Party 
is still in power, LGBT+ Cu-
bans were often sent to labor 
camps in order to be “re-edu-
cated,” as Castro called it. 

A significant faction of  
Cubans are still opposed to 
same-sex marriage, especially 
within the growing evangeli-
cal Christian population. 

Other critics have stated the 
Cuban government passed the 
law in order to distract from 
the energy crisis the state is 
currently facing. A massive 
fire at one of  Cuba’s key fuel 
plants has led to an exodus of  
over 175,000 Cubans this year 
and placed a massive dent in 
the country’s tourism indus-

try. 
Cuban President Miguel 

Diáz Canal was supportive of  
the referendum and publicly 
celebrated its passing. 

Diáz, whose tenure as pres-
ident of  the Caribbean nation 
began in 2018, has support-
ed marriage equality since he 
took office. In 2018, he public-
ly stated his support for “mar-
riage between people without 
any restrictions.” 

In the same year, marriage 
equality was set to be codified 
into law by a new Cuban con-
stitution but was ultimately 
abandoned by lawmakers, as 
the relative lack of  consensus 
about marriage equality had 

the potential to lower public 
support for the new constitu-
tion. 

Typical referendums in 
Cuba are passed with appro-
zimately 90% support, and  
about 67% of  Cuban voters 
supported the new Family 
Code.  

Diáz stated that the law 
will assist in paying “a debt 
to various generations of  Cu-
bans whose domestic plans 
had been waiting years for this 
long.” On Monday, he took to 
Twitter to celebrate the code’s 
passing, writing, “Love is now 
the law.”  

Another prominent Cuban 
voice in support of  the ref-

erendum was Mariela Castro, 
daughter of  former president 
Raul Castro and niece of  for-
mer president Fidel Castro. 
Mariela Castro is the director 
of  Cuba’s National Center for 
Sex Education and a champi-
on for LGBT+ rights in Cuba. 

Castro voiced much sup-
port for the 2018 movement 
toward marriage equality as 
a constitutional right. She 
described the change as “the 
political will of  the state and 
the government to advance 
a human rights agenda and 
extend it to as many areas as 
possible.” 

She went on to describe 
Cuba as a “society in revolu-

tion.”  
The advancement of  

LGBT+ rights in Cuba due to 
the referendum is reflective of  
a trend beginning to emerge 
throughout the world, specif-
ically in Western countries. 
Since 2000, when the Nether-
lands became the first country 
in the world to legalize same-
sex marriage, 33 states have 
codified marriage equality. 

Nearly all countries sup-
porting marriage equality are 
in the West, with the excep-
tion of  Taiwan, South Africa 
and New Zealand. In addition 
Andorra, will legalize same-
sex marriage in February 
2023. 

Hijab Laws Spark Protests in Iran
Thousands errupt in protest following death of 22-year-old in police custody
BY PAT GAINOR
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I’m willing to bet most of  
us have shared the following 
experience: You see a cute 
face, you learn their name 
and the next thing you know, 
you’ve fallen down a social 
media rabbit hole and some-
how landed on their middle 
school Instagram page. While 
this seems to have become the 
21st century modern romance 
trope, I’d like to reflect on the 
days of  uncertain romance in 
the ‘90s.  

When thinking about dat-
ing in today’s tech-driven era, 
I recently found myself  in a 
deep discussion with friends 
about the perks of  developing 
a relationship without social 
media. 

It occurred after a good 
friend of  mine finally worked 
up the courage to approach a 
cute guy in the Raising Cane’s 
parking lot. After contemplat-
ing her strategy and receiving 
a peptalk, she walked over to 
his car and simply asked for 
his number the old-fashioned 
way.  

While we celebrated her 
courageous accomplishment, 
she immediately stated how 
she wished she could do a so-
cial media stalk on him but did 
not know his last name. 

This got me thinking: Why 
would she want to know ev-
erything about him before 
truly getting to talk to him in 
a setting more romantic than 
the Raising Cane’s parking 
lot?  

Before the time of  swiping 
right and sliding into some-
one’s direct messages, hope-
ful romantics had to form 
long-winded plans of  conve-
niently running into a crush 
while eating a Cinnabon in 
the mall food court. Potential-
ly an even worse nightmare 
for the younger generations is 
the thought of  once having to 
call someone’s landline, only 
for your hot crush’s mom to 
answer the phone.  

While many would argue 
that romance has come a long 
way with the development of  
technology and social media, 

I long for the mystery and 
suspense that once accompa-
nied young romance. I would 
be lying if  I said I have never 
done a deep dive into a crush’s 
social media, but I often find 
myself  instantly regretting it.  

While social media is 
meant to show off  the “best 
version” of  someone, it also 
often paints a false reality. 
More than once, this social 
media deep dive has let me 
down in face-to-face conversa-
tions, allowing me to see that 
the person I saw through my 
iPhone screen is far different 
in real life. 

Even worse, I have found 
myself  turned off  by some-
thing somebody has posted or 
been tagged in, leading me to 
unconsciously carry bias into 
our in-person conversations. 
That poor person never stood 
a chance at capturing my 
heart because their number 
one artist of  the year in 2021 
was Juice WRLD.   

I know that I am not alone 
in the hunt to find romance 

amid a seemingly tech-driven 
world, but I need to remind 
myself  that working on re-
moving the presence of  social 
media in relationships can be 
rewarding. 

While I understand the 
idea of  adding someone on 
Snapchat is much more con-
venient than walking up to 
that cutie you’ve been eyeing 
in your seminar, I think that 
being open to the idea of  love 
without doing the whole “so-
cial media stalk” could be re-
freshing for almost everyone. 
I know that I would love to 
have someone come up to me 
and ask for my number the 
old-fashioned way rather than 
seeing another DM notifica-
tion pop-up on Instagram.  

Maybe I’m just old-school 
in my thinking, but I genu-
inely think that removing the 
barrier of  a social media false 
reality in getting to know 
someone would make a world 
of  difference. 

So, the next time that you 
have a date planned and you 

walk into the room know-
ing where this person went 
to high school, how many 
siblings they have and the 
fact that their Snapscore is 
156,798, I challenge you to 
try to forget all of  that and fo-
cus on building a relationship 
that is centered around spend-
ing physical time together. 
Even better, go into the date 
blind! You may just find that 
this person you have fallen for 
is completely different on so-
cial media. And spoiler alert, 
that’s OK!  

 

What is Love? Baby Don’t DM Me 

Maddie Dickman is 
a junior nusing and 
Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public double 
major. She is a guest 
writer for Newswire 
from Edgewood, Ky.

On Self Defense 
The Hobbsian right to self-

defense is upheld by every 
society. However, as soon as 
the right to self  defense tran-
scends from a minuscule level 
to the level of  empires and 
nations, it suddenly becomes a 
point of  contention. 

The right of  self  preser-
vation by any means neces-
sary entails double standards, 
depending on who aggresses 
and defends. For example, it 
is obviously in consensus to 
state that Ukrainians have 
every reason to defend their 
land from Russian invaders. 
But if, say, Frenchmen were to 
hear that Algerians were well 
within their rights to erase 
their French invaders, they go 
into a fit of  reactionary sen-
timentalism, justifications of  
genocide and cultural erasure.

We must remember that 
when faced with abject horror 
and the threat of  immediate 
death, one doesn’t think “Oh, 
shall I justify my reactions 
with religion, myth, state pro-

paganda or political philos-
ophy?” Rather, one goes into 
a state of  fight or flight and 
acts accordingly. 

Algerian reactions to the 
onslaught of  French settler 
colonialism are fully justified 
then, since the 132 years of  
rape, pederasty, looting, mur-
der, nuclear testing, torture 
and cultural genocide were 
indeed horrifying, and the 
Algerian body and conscious 
were in fact under the threat 
of  immediate death. In the 
split-second decision to fight 
to live or fly to see another 
day, the country cannot be 
blamed for choosing the prior. 

This is a secular choice. A 
natural choice without pre-
text and pretense, it is a choice 
placed on us, as it is for every 
other animal. This makes the 
right to self  defense what 
tethers human to tiger, and 
octopus to rat; a universal 
right that goes far beyond the 
bounds of  humanity.

But in the 21st century, as 

more of  our choices become 
secularized, we enter an era 
where pretext and pretense 
are losing their legitimacy. 
This means that in a global 
context, the actions of  the 
occupier and the reactions of  
the Native don’t require ide-
ology, excuses and religion to 
justify themselves as much as 
before. 

Since ideology isn’t strong 
enough to justify the violence, 
the contenders appropriate 
power over reason and put 
it in place of  ideology. The 
occupier and the native then 
become more primal; more 
“animal” until they reach a 
point where rationalism and 
the schisms of  human superi-
ority are demolished, creating 
a truly equal stage with all of  
creation. Thus, they both em-
brace nature as the ultimate 
arena, rather than the public 
spheres and the ether of  hy-
potheticals.

The duo simply applies 
their functions to their fullest 

application and become their 
truest, most reductive forms: 
one that wants to eat, and one 
that doesn’t want to be eaten. 

Every breath, step, thought 
and blink of  the settler is 
done only to encroach, and 
every breath, step, thought 
and blink of  the native is done 
only to survive. So long as 
conditions remain constant, 
there is nothing else these po-
sitions, or rather states of  be-
ing can ever do. 

This is not a matter of  
good versus evil. But rather, 
it’s a matter of  one who wants 
to keep surviving, to secure 
the bounty in life, versus one 
who will do anything to di-
minish that hope and remove 
the people enthralled by it. It 
is a matter of  one who exists 
and wants to continue exist-
ing, versus one who is offend-
ed by that existence. 

The Palestinian, Angolan, 
Haitian, Yemeni, the Rohinga 
and the Sahrawi are all one of  
these two animals. They are 

the ravenous and desperate 
animal. 

They are angry and hun-
gry, with nothing to consume 
and everything to lose. But 
there is only one living thing 
that they can eat. And there 
is only one living thing that 
drives them mad. And that 
living thing is their opposite 
that polarizes against her. And 
none can take away her right 
to fight. 

Waleed Majid is a 
junior Philosophy, 
Politics and the 
Public major from 
Cincinnati. He is a 
staff-writer  for News-
wire.
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in the final minutes of  the 
first half, where he was seen 
stumbling to the sideline. 
However, he was cleared to 
play after passing concussion 
protocol.  His injury was re-
assessed and deemed a back 
injury, which allowed him to 
finish the game.

The NFL Players Associ-
ation (NFLPA), who began 
an investigation into the Dol-
phins’ treatment of  Tagov-
ailoa’s injury, said they would 
“pursue all legal options” 
against the team. 

On Saturday, the neu-
rotrauma consultant who 
cleared Tagovailoa to play in 
the second half  versus Buffa-

lo was fired for “several mis-
takes’’ in his evaluation.

In a statement released 
on Sunday, the NFL and the 
NFLPA announced that they 
will be reworking the con-
cussion protocol in the wake 
of  this injury. They reported 
the Mackey-White Health 
& Safety Committee and the 
NFL’s Head, Neck and Spine 
Committee “have already be-
gun conversations around the 
use of  the term ‘gross mo-
tor instability’ and we antic-
ipate changes to the protocol 
being made in the coming 
days based on what has been 
learned thus far in the review 
process.” 

Tagovailoa was discharged 
from the hospital late Thurs-
day night and flew back to 
Miami with his team. In a 
statement on Twitter, he said 
that he is “feeling much bet-
ter” and “focused on recover-
ing.” 

Veteran backup quarter-
back Teddy Bridgewater will 
play under center in his ab-
sence.

Miami falls to 3-1 and will 
face the New York Jets in East 
Rutherford on Sunday. Mean-
while, the Bengals improve 
to 2-2 and now lead the AFC 
East thanks to losses by the 
Ravens, Browns and Steelers 
this week.

Bengals Take Down Depleated Dolphins

What do Reddit threads, 
sports broadcasters and the 
Newswire office all have in 
common? They’re all abuzz 
talking about what was up 
chess player Hans Neimann’s 
butt. 

Reddit users speculated 
that 19-year-old Hans Nei-
mann could have been cheat-
ing through the use of  sex 
toys during the St. Louis 
Sinquefield Cup, putting an 
end to world chess champion 
Magnus Carlsen’s 53-game 
winning streak. Neimann has 
admitted to cheating in past 
tournaments when he was 12 
and 16 years old.

There is no concrete evi-
dence that Neimann was us-
ing vibrating anal beads to 
communicate with members 
of  the audience during a 
competition on Sept. 19.  

The allegations and con-
spiracies have become so 
widespread that Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk tweeted about 
the incident in a post that has 
since been deleted. On Sept. 
26, Magnus Carlsen went to 
Twitter to comment on his 
shocking withdrawal from 
the match for the first time.

“I believe that Neimann has 
cheated more — and more re-
cently — than he has publicly 

admitted,” Carlsen said.
Neimann has since denied 

the allegations, but officials in 
the world of  chess will con-
tinue to look into the incident. 

This bizarre scandal was 
not the only one to rock the 
world of  sports lately. 

Controversy in the world 
of  professional poker and 
professional fishing has also 
surfaced. Following the high-
stakes match at the Hustler 

Casino in Los Angeles on 
Sept. 29, poker enthusiasts 
have taken to social media 
after Garret Adelstein made 
the unusual decision to go all-
in in a match against Robbi 
Jude Lew. Watching the live 
stream, listeners noted appar-
ent shock in the broadcaster’s 
voices.

After the match, Adelstein 
and Lew decided to have a 
private conversation to avoid 

The Cincinnati Bengals 
defeated the Miami Dolphins 
27-15 on Thursday in front 
of  a record-breaking crowd 
at Paycor Stadium. 

Joe Burrow followed up 
from last week with another 
solid game, going 20 out of  
31 for 287 yards with touch-
downs to both Tee Higgins, 
who led all receivers with 
124 yards on seven catches, 
and Hayden Hurst to put the 
game away late. Safety Vonn 
Bell also snagged two inter-
ceptions en route to a great 
defensive stand holding Mi-
ami to one touchdown.

However, the much-needed 
Bengals victory is not what is 
remembered from this game.

With less than six minutes 
left in the first half, Miami 
star quarterback Tua Tagov-
ailoa was sacked by defensive 
tackle Josh Topou. He took 
the blow to the back of  his 
head and was completely im-
mobilized. He left the game 
on a stretcher and was taken 
to the University of  Cincin-
nati Hospital for further eval-
uation.

This injury comes just four 
days after a previous concus-
sion he suffered in last week’s 
win against the Buffalo Bills. 

Last week, Tagovailoa 
was forced to leave the game 

Dominant defense and special teams play carries the Bengals to a primetime victory

further drama. During the 
private conversation, Lew 
returned the chips to her op-
ponent after saying that he 
“cornered me and  threatened 
me,” which Adelstein has 
since denied. 

Now, the two have taken to 
this feud publicly on Twitter, 
where Adelstein speculated 
that somebody may have been 
communicating with Lew via 
a vibrating device.

BY LUCY KRAMER On Oct. 1, Hustler Casino 
took to Twitter to assure fans 
that the situation is being in-
vestigated by third-party ex-
perts.

“High Stakes Poker Pro-
ductions is in the process of  
retaining experts to conduct 
a thorough and independent 
investigation of  the hand in-
volving Garrett and Robbi,” 
Hustler Casino tweeted. 

More locally in Clevelan-
don Sept. 30, another scan-
dal was born in the wake of  
Lake Erie’s Walleye Trial’s 
last competition of  the 2022 
season. In a video that arose 
on Twitter on Oct. 1, a man 
can be seen cutting into the 
catches of  professional fish-
ermen Chase Cominsky and 
Jake Runyan before pulling 
out what appears to be mul-
tiple lead weights and pieces 
of  walleye filet from many of  
their catches. Cominsky is not 
shown in the video. 

This is not the first time 
the pair have been at the cen-
ter of  speculation. The duo 
was disqualified after win-
ning a competition last year 
when one of  them failed a 
polygraph test. Runyan de-
nied those allegations one 
year ago. Now, neither he nor 
Cominsky have commented 
on their most recent cheating 
allegations. Officials are in-
vestigating the situation.

Conspiracies rock the World of Professional Sports

BY PAT GAINOR

Newswire Intern Lucy Kramer dives deep into the chaos that is Pro-Sports conspiracies

Week 4 NFL Recap:

Bills 23, Ravens 20: 
Heading into the final 

minutes of  the first half, the 
Ravens looked to be locking 
down the Bills with a 20-3 
lead. However, a brilliant 

defensive stand, a late inter-
ception by Lamar Jackson and 

a game-winning field goal 
by Tyler Bass helped Buffalo 
score 20 unanswered for the 

comeback win.

Chiefs 41, Buccaneers 
31: Magic Mahomes was in 

full swing on Sunday night in 
what is most likely the final 

matchup between two legend-
ary quarterbacks, as Mahomes 
threw for 249 yards and three 
touchdowns, one of  which is a 
contender for play of  the year. 

Tom Brady, despite throw-
ing for almost 400 yards, was 
unable to keep pace with the 

Chiefs.

Jaguars 21, Eagles 29: 
In Doug Pederson’s return 

to Philly, Trevor Lawrence and 
the Jags surged out to an early 

14-0 lead. However, another 
brilliant offensive performance 

led by Miles Sanders along 
with several key mistakes by 

Jacksonville helped Philly 
surge back and secure their 

fourth straight win.
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BY TESS DANKOSKI

Van Gogh Cincinnati: The 
Immersive Experience is a beau-
tiful celebration of  painter 
Vincent Van Gogh’s brilliant 
mind that allows you to truly 
submerge yourself  in some 
of  the most famous art of  all 
time.

This exhibit is one of  many 
locations of  The Immersive 
Experience that have popped 
up around the globe in the 
past five years. However, it is 
not a carbon copy replica of  
the exhibits in other cities, 
giving fans an opportunity to 
see it in a new way.

The Immersive Experience 
isn’t simply one big room 
with projected artwork, as it 
is often portrayed in adver-
tisements. Instead, visitors 
get the opportunity to wan-
der through several smaller 
experiences before and after 
the main show.

The exhibit begins with 
hallways with panels detail-
ing Van Gogh’s life, his fam-
ily and his many artistic tech-
niques, all giving the viewer 
a comprehensive overview of  
who Van Gogh was. 

The pre-show experience 
also had a 3-D section, allow-

ing viewers to walk into Ins-
tagram-worthy sets of  Van 
Gogh’s paintings., including 
“The Bedroom,” where you 
can actually sit on the chairs 
or the bed.

After visitors ascend a few 
flights of  stairs, which were 
hand-painted in the style of  
Van Gogh’s most famous 
piece, “Starry Night,” the ex-
hibit leads viewers to the main 
part of  the show, where his 
paintings are brought to life 
through moving projections. 

The space is an empty, car-
peted room except for chairs 
facing every wall. While these 
chairs provided an opportu-
nity to rest while watching 
the show, they seemed to dis-
courage viewers from walking 
freely throughout the room 
and moving through the space 
with the art.

Parts of  the 35-minute 
show were underwhelming. 
For starters, it lacked any sort 
of  chronological telling of  
Van Gogh’s life and history. 
It jumped around and pro-
vided little context about his 
works. His sketches and paint-
ings could have been weaved 
in and out with biographical 
information about his life, but 
instead it felt disorganized 
and dizzying.

My biggest qualm was the 
editing of  certain parts of  the 
show.  At times, cheap-looking 
effects reminiscent of  Power-
Point slide transitions were 
used. Overall, this section felt 
like a digression from Van 
Gogh’s work and in no way 
pointed towards his style. 

If  it was meant to show-
case his mental turmoil, then 
it was certainly a melodra-
matic way of  doing so. As I 
watched it, I worried that if  
he saw this part of  the show, 
Van Gogh would feel misrep-
resented.

However, there were also 

several parts that very much 
aligned with the spirit of  Van 
Gogh’s iconic style. 

The showing of  “Starry 
Night” was absolutely stun-
ning. The projection brought 
even more movement to the 
work, making the sky swirl, 
the trees sway in the breeze 
and the lights from the town 
houses blink on and off. This 
painting flowed seamless-
ly into its sister painting of  
sorts, “Starry Night Over the 
Rhône,” and made it seem as 
if  the room was filling up 
with water. 

To bookend the show, there 

was an optional 10 minute 
virtual reality show for an ex-
tra $5. This was surprising-
ly delightful and well worth 
the additional cost. As you 
are moved through several 
scenes — like a small French 
town and a wooded forest — 
you pause at places that were 
inspirations for Van Gogh’s 
famous works, seeing them 
as if  you are the artist him-
self  painting his daily obser-
vations. This unique addition 
delivered exactly what this 
show should be: a way of  ex-
periencing his art by being 
placed inside of  it. 

Despite some missteps, all 
of  the little details that went 
into creating the experience 
seemed very intentional.

The team responsible for 
assembling the entirety of  
this exhibit obviously put a lot 
of  time into making it special, 
which I believe they succeed-
ed in doing. 

 While The Immersive Expe-
rience is a bit pricey, it’s a beau-
tiful thing to experience once. 

Tickets are available to the 
exhibit, located on 4th Street 
in downtown Cincinnati, ev-
ery day except Tuesdays un-
til Nov. 5. Adult tickets start 
at $34.90, and student tickets 
start at $26.90.

Dumb Blonde: New Mon-
roe Drama Disappoints

BY BEN THOMSON

Blonde, directed by An-
drew Dominik, is very quick-
ly shaping up to be this year’s 
most controversial film. The 
flashy, NC-17 rated retelling 
of  Marylin Monroe’s life has 
been accused of  being evil, 
immoral, sadistic and above all 
disrespectful to the actress’s 
legacy. I can say right now 
that the film is none of  those 
things. In fact, accusing it of  
being any of  that is giving the 
director too much credit.

I’ll start by being nice. 
From a technical level, the 
film is nothing short of  an 
achievement. To tell the sto-
ry of  Monroe’s life, Dominik 
took a surrealist approach to 
the film’s structure. He dis-
torts audio, blurs out faces 
and forces the viewer to ask 
what is real and what is sim-
ply a delusion. 

I’ll admit, he succeeds with 
those little gimmicks (some-
times). It looks amazing, and 
there are shots that are still 
burned into my brain. 

Likewise, I don’t think I’ll 
ever forget Ana de Armes’ 
tour de force performance 
as Norma Jeane, the real-life 
woman behind the popular 
personality of  Monroe. She 
really sells this terrible script 
and, at points, rises above it. I 
think that’s ultimately where 
Dominik succeeds with this 
film: empowering very talent-

ed people.
Just because it’s pretty 

doesn’t mean it’s a well done, 
sophisticated film. The big-
gest problem with Blonde is 
how little the director actual-
ly cares about Monroe beyond 
her trauma. It’s a dissection 
by way of  a dull knife. Jeane’s 
only purpose is to call her 
husbands “daddy” and audi-
bly remind the audience that 
the Monroe you see on screen 
isn’t her. 

She is a character stripped 
of  agency as the film throws 
one abusive boyfriend after 
another her way. All of  her 
desires can be boiled down to 
the quote “a father, a husband 
and a child.” At one point, she 
talks to her unborn child, a 

CGI fetus, in a sequence that’s 
unsubtle at best and pro-life 
garbage at worst.

 It’s painfully apparent how 
“edgy” and “controversial” the 
film fancies itself. At times, it 
feels like a three-hour-long 
game of  “How much pain 
can we put this poor woman 
through?” 

The best way to sum this 
up is how they choose to de-
pict former president John F. 
Kennedy. One would think 
that a biopic of  Monroe would 
recreate the famous “Happy 
Birthday, Mr. President” mo-
ment between JFK and Mon-
roe. It doesn’t. 

Instead, JFK’s is shown 
sexually assaulting Monroe 
while a NASA rocket ship 

Gogh Downtown and Revel in Art

blasts off  on a TV in the back-
ground. I don’t blame any-
body for finding this offensive, 
but again, I feel like that’s giv-
ing it too much credit.

There were two films that 
came to mind while watch-
ing this one that exemplify 
Blonde’s aspirations and fail-
ures: David Lynch’s Twin 
Peaks: Fire Walk with Me and 
Lars von Trier’s The House 
that Jack Built. The former, in 
many ways, is what Blonde was 
trying to be, an exploration of  
image and internal trauma. 

What separates the two 
is how empathetic direc-
tor Lynch is to the the main 

character of  the film, Laura 
Palmer. Palmer suffers and 
experiences serious trauma, 
but Lynch also explores her 
wants and desires, unlike how 
Dominik treats Monroe. Tri-
er’s film is what Blonde ends 
up being: an overlong, unin-
teresting edgelord flick with 
some great visuals and great 
performances. And even then, 
at least Jack Built had a little 
self-awareness.

Newswire photo courtesy of Tess Dankoski

• Paramore released their new single 
“This is Why” in advance of  their 
new album of  the same name that 
will arrive in February (Sept. 28).

• Top Gun: Maverick star Miles Teller 
hosted the season premiere of  Sat-
urday Night Live (Oct. 1).

• Ye West made his runway debut at 
Balenciaga’s show during Paris Fash-
ion Week (Oct. 2).

• Crumbl Cookies is featuring fall fla-
vors this week, including pumpkin 
roll and caramel apple cookies (Oct. 
2). 

A&E SINGLES
BY OLIVIA VALKNER

Total score:
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Don't You Look Back
BY BRIANA DUNN, STAFF WRITER

 Ladies, gentlemen and all the gender non-conforming folks, please, 

for the love of all things sane, do not go back to your ex.

 I don’t care if they “didn’t” cheat on you, didn’t do anything wrong, 

blame you. It’s hard to move on from your trash can of an ex. Here are a 

few tips to avoid your blast from the past.

 First, all bodies are beautiful, but yours looks better than theirs, so 

you need a revenge body. I don’t know about you, but if I’m getting over 

my ex, I’m going to look good doing it. Channel your inner Princess Diana 

and show your King Charles what they missed out on. Eat every single 

meal you desire, especially those they didn’t approve of, or I guess you 

and swagger they thought they took away from you.

Okay, maybe that’s a bit too harsh, but at the very least you need to get 

rid of them. Find an old shoebox, dump all your keepsakes from your past 

relationship in it and stick that box in the deepest, darkest depths of your 

attic. Anywhere you won’t go to open it often. Do this with your feelings, 

too. Bottle them up until you don’t even realize what the problem is.

If you didn’t hear the sarcasm in that line, please go back and read it in a 

sarcastic tone, then go book a therapy appointment to discuss your feel-

ings.

 Third, why go back to the same person when you can upgrade? 

Nothing is sweeter than dating a person with the same name that some-

how completely upstages your ex. It’s understandable if you don’t want a 

yourself. No relationship is worth losing you over.

 There are so many more reasons I could list, but remember friends: 

back to your ex.

Aries: Actually try to sleep this Fall 
Break. You look like you could use it.

Taurus: Eat are the Halloween Ore-
os. They're better than the regular 

ones.

Gemini: Please stop texting the 
groupchat with the GamePigeon 

games. 

Leo:  If  you’ve never eaten in the 
Caf  by yourself, grow up.

Virgo:  No more throwing up on the 
Yard. 

Libra: No more devious-licking exit 
signs and hand sanitizer dispensers. 

Scorpio: Venmo your friends for 
the Uber.

Sagittarius: Slut is an acceptable 
word if  you use it affectionately. Like, 

“aww, you slut.”

Capricorn: Stop telling them you’re 
fine. You’re not fine baby, and that is 

OK. 

Aquarius:  Walking to Starbucks is 
basically the same as going to the 

gym. #bodypositivity

Pisces: Pick a campus celebrity 
crush. It makes everything more 

interesting. 

Cancer:  Stop taking your BeReal 
late when you look cool. Bffr.

BY BRIANNA DUNN, CARTOONIST 

BY KYRA HUDSON, STAFF WRITER

It’s your time to shine, my friend. Here are 

four deadly steps for what to do to be the best 

version of yourself:

1. Burn their pictures and any memories you 

have. We start a new era now.

2. Have a self care day or two. Take some time 

to heal yourself.

with people who bring out your best self, and 

nothing less. 

4. Dress up and look fabulous for going out or 

for no reason at all.

Now get out there, and be your best and hot-

test self!


