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Xavier’s Dining Advisory Board discusses potential Ho� Dining Hall updates
New DAB Maintains the Munchies

Students, faculty and staff  
at Xavier were invited to join 
a Dining Advisory Board in 
September to discuss their 
opinions and issues regarding 
dining on campus. 

Em Daniels, retail mar-
keting manager for auxilia-
ry services, serves as part of  
the committee who runs the 
board. Daniels explained that 
the Dining Advisory Board 
is meant to connect students 
to dining throughout campus 
and allow their voices to be 
heard. 

The mission statement of  
the program reads, “The in-
tention is not to focus on the 
daily missteps and the indi-
vidual preferences, but to fo-
cus on the overall vision and 
improvement of  the campus.” 

“We just want to do the 
best we can for our students,” 
Daniels said.

Following the idea, a com-
mittee of  dining employees 
was formed. 

Then, it was all about 
getting people on campus 
involved. The board is com-

prised of  students, faculty 
and staff  alike, all with differ-
ent backgrounds and goals on 
campus. 

Once the board started 
meeting, it began tackling the 
bigger picture of  dining. 

Daniels said, “We just re-
ally want to get this feedback 
from people in their everyday, 
all different walks of  life – dif-
ferent dietary restrictions, dif-
ferent preferences.” 

Daniels said that the feed-
back and open dialogue to 
help make dining experience 
better at Xavier is invaluable.

The other dining employ-
ees on the board are Assis-
tant Director of  Dining Ryan 
Alan, Senior Director of  Din-
ing Services Justin Messina 
and Executive Chef  of  Cam-
pus Dining Tom Turnbull.
Everyone else on the board, 
including other faculty and 
staff, are volunteers. 

One member is Dr. Laura 
Carney, an exercise science 
professor.

Carney was drawn to the 
Dining Advisory Board pri-
marily because she used to 
teach a course that included a 

project that evaluated the nu-
tritional value of  the food in 
Hoff  Dining Commons. 

Carney said that she has 
always been interested in food 
quality when it came to what 
she consumed. For that rea-
son, when she does decide to 
dine at the Caf, she finds her-
self  perusing the gluten-free 
section. 

“You could get fresh 

steamed veggies, much bet-
ter cooked chicken, and it was 
just more clean foods,” Carney 
said. 

When it comes to the 
board, Carney’s priority is en-
suring quality food for all col-
lege students, not just those 
with food allergies. 

“I just think there’s a lot 
more opportunity for our cam-
pus to coordinate with more 
sustainable options, more nu-
trient-dense foods, as well as 
provide students an opportu-
nity to explore their palettes 
better, younger,” Carney said.

In meetings, Carney feels 
tentatively positive about the 
changes that are being dis-
cussed. 

“It’s hard to say what 
they’re implementing because 
things take time. What I can 
say is that they’re coming with 
ideas and then taking genuine 
feedback,” Carney said.

Carney said she did not ex-
pect to be as involved as she 
ended up being in the meet-
ings. She credited some of  
that involvement to the ques-

tions being asked and to the 
overall authentic feel of  the 
board.

The consensus of  the 
board is that healthier, bet-
ter-quality food is necessary 
on campus. 

However, Carney empha-
sized the cost that may ac-
company those changes that 
are not always seen. 

“There needs to be a per-
spective of  a small change re-
ally is a big change. Even just 
changing one ingredient can 
mean thousands of  dollars,” 
Carney explained.

Carney said that the fact 
that the board is attempting 
to make change in a fiscally 
responsible way is ultimately 
hopeful. 

Carney also mentioned 
how important it was that 
people share feedback regard-
ing the dining experience. 

“If  the students don’t col-
lectively have a stronger voice 
on what they want, the chang-
es that they want to happen 
won’t happen,” Carney em-
phasized.

BY MATTIE CIEPLAK
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The Dining Advisory Board, made up of students, staff and faculty who aim to elevate on-campus 
dining experiences, hopes to foster an open dialogue on current and possible dining options.
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Exercise science professor Dr. Laura Carney (not pictured) hopes the Dining 
Advisory Board can evaluate and improve food quality in Hoff Dining Commons.



The Center for Mission and Identity upholds Jesuit values through its programs
Center for Mission and Identity Thrives

Behind a wall of  windows 
on the first floor of  Justice 
Hall lies the Center for Mis-
sion and Identity, the office 
responsible for intertwining  
Jesuit values and the Xavier 
community.

The Center for Mission 
and Identity serves as Xavi-
er’s hub for incorporating 
Jesuit values and Universal 
Apostolic Preferences into the 
lives of  students, faculty, staff  
and many others. 

The center oversees var-
ious programs and publica-
tions in order to inform the 
Xavier community and others 
of  the Jesuit Values and how 
to put them into action. 

“One of  the best things 
about the center is it’s con-
nected to the whole world. 
Part of  our job is to bring 
people in, connect them into 

this Jesuit network,” Director 
of  the Center for Mission and 
Identity Joe Shadle said.

The center promotes Jesuit 
education primarily through 
their Manresa orientation for 
newly-hired faculty and staff. 
The program is entitled As-

suring the Future Mission 
and Identity of  Xavier (AF-
MIX). 

New faculty and staff  are 
invited to either attend an 
overnight, 24-hour Manresa 
session or a series of  luncheon 
sessions held on campus. 

Much like Manresa for 
first year students, faculty 
and staff  are encouraged to 
meet other staff  and learn 
about the values that are cen-
tral to Xavier. President Col-
leen Hanycz is included in the 
staff  who has undergone this 
Manresa experience. 

“So when President Hany-
cz came to Xavier, she said ‘I 
want to do that as a new em-
ployee, ’” Shadle said. 

Hanycz's husband also par-
took in the AFMIX program 
with her and the new faculty 
and staff. 

The Center for Mission 
and Identity also runs an in-

tensive, two-year educational 
and formational experience 
for faculty and staff  members 
to learn even more about the 
values, mission and identity at 
the core of  Xavier. Between 
25 and 40 faculty and staff  
members participate in each 
cohort. 

The program is largely 
funded by Xavier alumni Phil 
and Beth Gasiewicz. The ma-
jority of  the funding for the 
center is donated by Xavier 
alumni or members of  the Je-
suit community. 

Part of  the Jesuit commu-
nity is included in the staff  
of  the center. Father Jim Mc-
Cann serves as the center’s Je-
suit scholar. 

On the importance of  the 
center and the work they do 
with faculty and staff, Mc-
Cann said, “I think that’s what 
we do. (We) help people with 
discernment in their lives and 

support them, help them to 
articulate their own values.”

McCann further explained 
how the center’s goal is to 
incorporate the Jesuit values 
and Universal Apostolic Pref-
erences into the community 
of  Xavier and the world be-
yond. 

The world beyond is 
reached through the website 
jesuitresource.org. The site 
is run by the student employ-
ees working in the center and 
reaches more than 40,000 
people worldwide. It is the 
most viewed web page on the 
Xavier domain. 

The center creates various 
publications to inform the 
community of  Xavier’s most 
important values and the Je-
suit values as a whole. The 
topics range from discussions 
of  racial injustice to ecology 
and sustainability. Resources 
are free to view on  jesuit-
resource.org. 

“While we do it primarily 
with the faculty and staff, the 
work of  the center is so that 
Xavier students have the best, 
most powerful Xavier experi-
ence possible," Shadle said. 

The center has programs 
that inform faculty and staff  
members of  the Xavier com-
munity. The center is also 
focused on creating a great 
Xavier experience for the stu-
dents. Some students work in 
the center, both creating and 
editing content for the web 
page. 

As of  2022, the Center 
for Mission and Identity cel-
ebrates its 35 years of  exis-
tence.

BY MARTY DUBECKY
Digital Communications 
Manager

Xavier Welcomes Dr. Burwell, New Dean of Retention 
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The Center for Mission and Identity frequently hosts Bible  studies and 

Dr. Melissa Burwell has 
taken over the dean of  reten-
tion position at Xavier Uni-
versity. 

The New York and Penn-
sylvania native previously 
obtained a degree in Sociol-
ogy from Gordon College, a 
Master of  Science in Coun-
seling and College Student 
Personnel from Shippensburg 
University and a Doctor of  
Education in Education-
al Leadership and Learning 
from the University of  St. 
Thomas. 

“My research interests cen-
ter on women and leadership 
in higher education, and equi-
ty and student success,” Bur-
well said.

She became interested in 
working in the collegiate en-
vironment from the time she 
was a student at Gordon.

“As a college student, I was 
an RA and writing tutor. I 
loved working with college 
students and decided to pur-
sue a career in student affairs 
after college,” Burwell said. 

Her jobs included residence 

hall director, youth develop-
ment and high school dropout 
prevention, an AmeriCorps 
program and then coming 
back to the collegiate setting 
to work at a college access and 
scholarship program.

The impact of  all these ex-
periences on Burwell shaped 
her decision to pursue a doc-
torate. 

“In order to ensure every 
student thrives, you need to 
work within, not just along-
side, institutions to create 
change,” Burwell reflected.

Formerly working at Car-
thage College in Wisconsin 
as assistant dean of  students 
and director of  student suc-
cess, Burwell was looking 
for something new when she 
stumbled upon Xavier. 

“I was interested in being 
part of  an institution com-
mitted to working to live out 
its shared values. The role 
seemed like a great fit while 
also a big challenge,” Burwell 
said.

Burwell’s responsibilities 
as dean of  retention are to 
work with the enrollment 
management and student suc-
cess team to provide the best 

BY MATTIE CIELPAK student experience possible 
for first-year and sophomore 
students. 

These retention efforts in-
clude ensuring students are 
successful inside and outside 
of  the classroom and break-
ing down any barriers that 
exist. 

Burwell acknowledged 
that the similarities between 
the Carthage and Xavier roles 
outweigh the differences. 

“Both positions focus on 
ensuring every student is 
supported to and through 
their college experience and 
thrives along the way,” she 
said. 

Burwell had many respon-
sibilities at Carthage, which 
included overseeing retention 
initiatives, managing a team 
of  success coaches, collab-
orating with faculty to help 
struggling students, manag-
ing and analyzing data to help 
identify barriers and help stu-
dents succeed and developing 
intervention plans to address 
said barriers.

She realized Xavier was 
the right fit for a new position 
during her hiring process. 

“As I got to know Xavier Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

during the search process, I 
came to appreciate its com-
mitment to students, to excel-
lence and its Catholic identi-
ty," Burwell mentioned. 

However, since coming to 
campus, Burwell has noticed 
the aspects of  Xavier not 
identifiable during an inter-
view process, like the student 
community. 

“While quantitative data 
like retention and persistence 
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rates are helpful, so, too, are 
the stories and insights stu-
dents share about what is 
working to support their edu-
cational experience,” Burwell 
said.  

“It is an exciting time to 
be here with a new president 
and with a new strategic plan 
which centers student reten-
tion and success as a key in-
dicator of  our success as an 
institution,” she concluded.
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COP27 Highlights International Climate Change
BY MATTIE CIEPLAK

The United Nations 2022 Climate Change Conference, COP27, took place last week 

@xavier.newswire

Over Thanksgiving break, 
four rail unions announced 
plans to align and take part 
in a coordinated, nationwide 
strike due to issues with staff-
ing levels and scheduling rules 
that penalize railroad workers. 
The strike will begin on Dec. 
9 unless a deal is reached or 
proposed legislation prevent-
ing a strike is passed.

President Joe Biden and 
Congressional leadership 
have reached a tentative deal 
on proposed legislation that 
would block a strike by the 
more than 100,000 rail work-
ers who are set to walk out on 
Dec. 9.

The Brotherhood of  Rail-
road Signalmen (BRS), the 
Brotherhood of  Maintenance 
of  Way Employees (BM-
WED), Sheet Metal, Air, 
Rail Transportation Union 
(SMART-ID) and the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of  Boiler-
makers are the four rail unions 
planning to strike.

In September, Biden pre-
vented a major freight rail-
road strike with a last-min-
ute tentative contract deal. In 
response to the deal, four out 
of  12 rail union rank-and-file 
members voted no to the con-
tract’s ratification.

The unions are focusing on 
issues with scheduling rules 
that have led to unpaid over-
time, understaffed workforces 
and a lack of  paid sick leave or 
absences, they say. The unions 

have said the tentative con-
tract does not address these 
issues enough to satisfy union 
demands.

“Members aren’t necessar-
ily voting on the money is-
sues,” Jeremy Ferguson, pres-
ident of  the transportation 
division of  the SMART-ID 
union, said.. “It’s quality of  
life and how they’re treated. 
When big corporations cut 
too deep… it becomes intoler-
able… You don’t have time to 
get adequate rest.”

September’s tentative con-
tract sick day policy gave 
each employee one personal 
day, as opposed to the 15 paid 
sick days that rail unions had 
asked for.

There are restrictions 
unique to rail worker strikes 

that are inapplicable to union 
strikes in other industries. For 
rail worker strikes, Congress 
has the right to block the 
strike or force union members 
back to work. Dennis Pierce, 
president of  the Brother-
hood of  Locomotive Engi-
neers and Trainmen (BLET): 
said, “They’re telegraphing 
they expect Congress to save 
them,” referring to railroad 
reliance on Congress’ impend-
ing decision and his and other 
union members’ concerns of  
the course of  action Congress 
will take.

Pierce’s concerns are that 
pro-union Congress members 
will be more willing to block a 
strike than be people who will 
contribute to the country’s 
economic recession.

Union members plan to 
lobby against block strike-re-
strictive legislation. Lobbyists 
for railroads and other big 
businesses are an obstacle to 
union lobbyist success, and 
oppose the union demands.

A rail worker strike would 
impact the U.S. on a nation-
wide basis since rails help 
move 30% of  the nation’s 
freight. Prices of  gasoline, 
food and automobiles would 
rise, and factories could be 
forced to shut down. Eco-
nomic damage would accumu-
late up to $2 billion per day, 
and Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and inflation would 
continue to increase drastical-
ly.

Railroads prepare seven 
days ahead of  planned strike 

dates by prioritizing the ship-
ment of  sensitive cargo, like 
chemicals. They follow federal 
safety measures to ensure the 
security of  sensitive materi-
als.

To prevent strikes, 300 
groups, including the Nation-
al Retail Federation, have put 
pressure on Biden to take ac-
tion.

“As a proud pro-labor 
president, I am reluctant to 
override the ratification pro-
cedures and the views of  
those who voted against the 
agreement. But in this case — 
where the economic impact of  
a shutdown would hurt mil-
lions of  other working people 
and families — I believe Con-
gress must use its powers to 
adopt this deal,” Biden said.

U.S. & World News4  November 30, 2022

COP27, the 2022 United 
Nations Climate Change Con-
ference, concluded Nov. 20 in 
Egypt. World leaders met to 
discuss and devise plans to 
continue to combat climate 
change.

Scientists say climate 
change’s effects are approach-
ing irreparable, unless ex-
treme restrictions are created 
and strictly followed over the 
next few years. 

The conclusion of  the con-
ference reiterated the goal 
set by the Paris Agreement 
at COP21, the 2015 sum-
mit, which was to keep glob-
al warming from rising more 
than 1.5 degrees Celsius from 
the 1800s. 

One of  the biggest take-
aways from the conference 
was the creation of  a fund to 
support the countries most 
affected by the impacts of  cli-
mate change and natural di-
sasters.

Developed nations pledged 
in 2009 to provide developing 
nations with $100 billion a 
year by 2020 to help limit the 
impacts of  climate change. In 

2020, developing nations only 
received $83.3 billion. For the 
proposed fund to meet the 
commitment, developing na-
tions will need $5.8 trillion up 
to 2030.

Additionally, there was no 
definitive language to reduce 
the use of  fossil fuels world-
wide. Without this language 
and with few countries sub-
mitting official plans to re-
duce emissions, it will be diffi-
cult to achieve the 1.5 degrees 
goal. Emissions must drop by 
45% by 2030 to keep the goal 
but are currently projected to 
rise seven percent if  they stay 
on track with current trends.

“Clear follow through on 
the phasedown of  coal. Not in 
this text. A clear commitment 
to phase out all fossil fuels. 
Not in this text. And the ener-
gy text weakened in the final 
minutes,” said Alok Sharma, 
president of  COP26. 

These statistics are not nec-
essarily reasons to lose hope. 
There were many factors that 
made these basic agreements 
questionable – Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine, the global 
economic crisis in the wake of  
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the relationship between the 

U.S. and China, to name a few.
Even if  the conference did 

not take as big of  steps for-
ward as world leaders hoped, 
there were still smaller, steps 
taken towards climate goals. 
150 countries signed a pledge 
to reduce methane pollution, 
a plan was developed to in-
crease weather services in 
places where they are lack-
ing and pledges were made to 

spend money on clean energy 
in rapidly growing countries.

Young people were also of-
ficially included in the conver-
sation about climate change 
for the first time. Action 
for Climate Empowerment, 
which is explained in Article 
12 of  the Paris Agreement, 
states that public entities like 
government should keep cit-
izens informed in decisions 

regarding the climate. Young 
people are now official stake-
holders in climate policy un-
der the ACE Action Plan.

Being stakeholders pro-
vides an opportunity to help 
shape climate policy, especial-
ly those that will affect the fu-
ture. This initial opportunity 
will be followed by additional 
funding and opportunities to 
take part in other events.

Rail Workers Threaten to Strike
Biden, Democrats announce proposal to prevent a nation-wide strike 

BY MORGAN  MILES
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Every generation looks to 
celebrities to represent what 
they feel and who they are. 
Seeing yourself  reflected in 
the people whose music you 
listen to, whose movies and 
shows you watch, whose me-
dia you consume, is incredibly 
important. We know true rep-
resentation matters, but we 
don’t always practice what we 
preach. 

Harry Styles and Taylor 
Swift are perfect examples of  
that. 

We are obsessed with at-
taching queerness to our 
idols, even if  they won’t claim 
us. Styles has never labeled his 
sexuality, but he also claims 
he’s never “publicly dated any-
one,” which is so untrue it’s 
laughable. Styles recently dat-
ed Olivia Wilde and has very 
publicly dated women in the 
past, Swift included.  

To be clear, celebrities do 
not owe their fans an expla-
nation or clarification of  their 
sexualities. However, the line 
is crossed when they capital-
ize on the prospect of  their 
queerness to make a prof-
it without ever claiming the 
community as their own. 

During her Lover era, Swift 
co-opted queerness to sell 
more albums. To this day, 
her fans analyze everything 
she releases or says to look 
for subtle hints of  her sexu-
ality. They theorize that her 
relationship with Joe Alwyn 
is purely for PR, and that she 
is actually only interested in 
women, despite the fact that 
they have been together for 
six years and are rarely actu-
ally seen together  — mean-
ing that if  it’s PR, it’s not 
very good PR. 

We could also talk about the 
credit we are desperate to give 
Swift and Styles for break-
ing gender norms or making 
leaps for queer culture. Styles 
wore a dress on the cover of  
Vogue, and people acted like 
he was the first person to ever 
do something like that. Billy 
Porter did it before Styles, and 
transgender people of  color 
did it before him. All Swift did 
was release a song, “You Need 
to Calm Down,” and people 
made it seem like she person-
ally ended the fight against 
homophobia — all because 
she dyed her hair blue, pink 
and purple and made a state-

ment that really isn’t that con-
troversial to a fan base made 
up of  young girls who would 
find a way to defend her if  she 
kicked a puppy. 

An article from Vox in 
2020 about Folklore has the 
headline “How Taylor Swift 
became a gay icon.” An arti-
cle from Rolling Stone from 
September of  this year asks if  
her album Midnights is Swift’s 
coming out.  

I feel like it’s important for 
me to mention that I am a mas-
sive fan of  Swift and Styles. I 
listened to Midnights as soon 
as it came out, and there are 
songs from Folklore and Ev-
ermore that I listen to almost 
everyday. I saw Styles in con-
cert just last year. I have lyrics 
from “Fine Line” tattooed on 
my body in his handwriting. 

But despite all this, I do 
not consider either artist to 
be any kind of  queer icon. I 
will not give them credit for 
waving a pride flag when it 
was transgender people of  
color who died for the move-
ment, who turned Stonewall 
into a riot and who broke 
gender norms way before cis, 
straight, White boys did it for 

views on TikTok.  
Styles and Swift, for all 

their allyship, have never 
claimed you. They capitalize 
on fan theories about their 
own sexualities to turn a prof-
it, and it has worked very well 
for both of  them. 

Again, neither of  them 
have to come out if  they ac-
tually are queer. If  they want 
their own sexualities to be 
private and personal, that 
makes perfect sense to me, but 
co-opting, appropriating and 
commodifying queer culture 
while at the same time refus-
ing to claim the community is 
not okay. 

We do not exist asa dollar 
signs in the eyes of  White, 
straight-presenting celebri-
ties. And this obsession with 
making White artists the fac-
es of  the queer community is 
a slap in the face to the people 
who did the most for it.  

We do not exist to turn a 
profit for people richer than 
we will ever be. They are op-
portunists, banking on the 
creativity and inventiveness 
of  queer culture to bolster 
their own careers. Not all of  
it is their fault. Some of  their 

diehard fans are desperate to 
put labels on them that they 
won’t even put on themselves. 

Queer artists like Frank 
Ocean, Hayley Kiyoko, Lil 
Nas X, Janelle Monáe, Rina 
Sawayama and Tyler, the 
Creator all exist. They cre-
ate amazing music and are 
all openly a part of  the queer 
community. Let them repre-
sent you — they actually want 
to. 

Styles and Swift are iconic 
pop artists, but they are not 
queer icons until the day they 
say they are queer. 

Until that day comes, let 
them do what they do best — 
just don’t fall for it anymore. 

 

Capitalizing on Queerness

Grace Hamilton is a 
staff  writer for News-
wire. She is a political 
science major from 
Cincinnati. 

Hate Speech Mandates Restrictions
Following the tragic shoot-

ing in Colorado Springs last 
week, which resulted in five 
dead and 25 injured, it’s time 
we consider the role that 
speech plays in promoting vi-
olence.  

The shooting in Colorado 
at ClubQ, an LGBT+ night-
club, was a hate crime. Pure 
and simple. ClubQ was a safe 
place for members of  the 
LGBT+ community, and that 
safe space was violated last 
week when a gunman entered 
and opened fire.  

We are living in a time 
when hate speech is on the 
rise. We are living through a 
time when anti-trans legisla-
tion is being passed at record 
levels. We are living in a time 
when the lives of  LGBT+ in-
dividuals are being put on the 
line, and it’s simply unaccept-
able. 

Many so-called free speech 
advocates argue that an indi-
vidual’s right to say what they 
want is more important than 

restricting hate speech. I take 
issue with this. 

I’ve heard many people here 
at Xavier argue that dialogue 
is the solution to increasing 
polarization. That dialogue 
is how we can make Xavier a 
more safe and more welcom-
ing environment for people of  
varying backgrounds.  

I disagree. I’ve sat through 
class after class where pro-
fessors let homophobic and 
transphobic “discussions” take 
place, all for the sake of  dia-
logue. What we’re doing by 
allowing these discussions to 
take place without moderation 
or mediation is creating envi-
ronments that are not safe.  

There must be a middle 
ground between affording 
students the opportunity to 
discuss and share ideas, while 
also creating safe spaces and 
stopping the spread of  hate. 

In May 2019, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres argued that hate speech 
does not equal free speech. 

“Addressing hate speech 
does not mean limiting or 
prohibiting freedom of  
speech. It means keeping hate 
speech from escalating into 
something more dangerous, 
particularly incitement to 
discrimination, hostility and 
violence, which is prohibited 
under international law,” Gu-
terres said. 

This is not a matter of  free 
speech; it is a matter of  ensur-
ing that all students, in par-
ticular LGBT+ students, are 
provided with safe learning 
environments.  

To create safe learning en-
vironments for LGBT+ stu-
dents, we must ensure that 
hateful speech is not tolerated 
in the classroom. 

We’ve seen, particularly in 
the wake of  the ClubQ shoot-
ing, that hate speech can very 
quickly escalate to physical vi-
olence.  

It’s important to note 
though that speech can be a 
form of  violence. 

LGBT+ youth are four 
times more likely to commit 
suicide, and suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of  death 
among LGBT+ young people. 
While there are many factors 
that contribute to this, speech 
and the words we choose are a 
large part of  it.  

Research from the Trevor 
Project shows that LGBT+ 
young people report lower 
rates of  attempting suicide 
when they have access to 
LGBT+ affirming spaces.  

Words matter. They have 
an impact. The words we use 
to express ourselves can affect 
other people as well. By choos-
ing to side with “dialogue” and 
“freedom of  speech,” we allow 
for hate to be spread. Not all 
speech is made equal. 

If  your speech is resulting 
in mental, emotional or poten-
tially even physical harm to be 
caused to another individual, 
maybe that speech shouldn’t 
be allowed, especially in a 
place where we should all feel 

safe.  
I’m not interested in en-

gaging in dialogue over issues 
of  basic human rights and 
human dignity. Homophobia 
and hate have no place on this 
campus.  

Xavier must commit itself  
to creating a more inclusive 
and welcoming environment 
for all students, and to do 
that, we must reject hate in 
all forms, even if  it means we 
shut down dialogue in certain 
forms. 

Ethan Nichols is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Philosphy, 
Politics and the Public 
and English double 
major from Cincinna-
ti. 
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On Nov. 18, Xavier played 
against Indiana University, 
which was considered one of  
the bigger games of  the sea-
son. With IU ranked No. 11 
in the nation, this was a game 
I was excited for, especially as 
a senior.  

However, the process of  
entering Cintas Center was 
hectic — to put it nicely. It 
was claustrophobic and un-
safe — to be realistic.  

Students were lined up 
as early as 4 a.m. to attend a 
game starting at 6 p.m. Lin-
ing up hours before a game 
begins has become a trend in 
students’ experience attend-
ing men’s basketball games at 
Xavier. While it can be a fun 
social event that promotes 
school spirit, it has created 
concerns regarding student 
safety.  

The first incident of  this 
occurred last year against 
Ohio State University. Given 
that people had panic attacks 
due to the pushing, trampling 
and overall insanity of  the sit-
uation, I assumed something 
would’ve been done to pre-
vent another stampede. But I 
was wrong. 

This issue needs to be talk-
ed about. It needs to be ad-
dressed. It needs to be fixed.  

So what exactly happened 
this time? Let me tell you. 

As a rule-follower, I did not 
line up outside of  Cintas un-
til 7:30 a.m., as I heard Xavier 
University Police Department 
(XUPD) would be patrolling 
the outside area of  Cintas to 
ensure people did not start 
lining up before then. 

They did not.  
Instead, they put a sign 

out that said no one should 
be out on the area until 7:30 
a.m. They drove around a few 
times, saw people lined up be-

fore 7:30 a.m. and did nothing.  
Obviously, there are people 

who believe rules don’t apply 
to them or who simply don’t 
care. If  there are no reper-
cussions, 
the rules 
are non-
existent . 
Unfortu-
nately, this 
type of  
character 
cannot be 
changed easily.  

So, I default to resolving 
the issue partly in terms of  
holding XUPD accountable.

XUPD needs to be pro-
active when there are home 
men’s basketball games. From 
my understanding, they have 
the ability to patrol outside 
Cintas and tell students to 
leave if  they are on the prop-
erty before the designated 
time. They should also put up 
barricades past the corner of  
Cintas to 
minimize 
the chanc-
es of  
s tudents 
c u t t i n g , 
k e e p i n g 
the line 
more streamlined.  

This issue goes beyond 
people disobeying rules, 
though. People were lined up 
appropriately around Cintas 
until the afternoon, as the “or-
ganized” lineup became a mas-
sive crowd of  Xavier students. 
Numerous students cut ahead 
of  those who had patiently 
waited hours before. Students 
lifted the barricades to make it 
easier for a mob to form and 
threw drinks at others for no 
reason. 

There was pushing, shov-
ing and yelling. Picture a less 
intense, smaller scaled South 

Korean Stampede. Thankful-
ly there were no deaths, but 
the mob of  students created 
a major claustrophobic envi-
ronment to the point where 

some had 
to force 
their way 
out of  the 
crowd so 
they could 
have space 
to simply 
b r e a t h e . 

Students should not experi-
ence panic attacks from trying 
to enter Cintas as a student.  

XUPD was slowly reactive 
— instead of  proactive — in 
mitigating the issue. 

The other part of  ac-
countability lies in terms of  
clarifying X-Treme Fans re-
sponsibilities to students, as 
well as making it more fea-
sible for conversations to oc-
cur between X-Treme Fans, 
XUPD,and any other relevant 

group to 
c o n t r o l 
the lineup.  

I’d also 
argue for 
g r e a t e r 
clarity in 
the re-

sponsibilities of  X-Treme 
Fans regarding student ex-
perience. Managing student 
safety may be beyond their 
ability as a student organiza-
tion, but they probably have 
some role in making sure stu-
dents behave appropriately 
when waiting for the game 
and entering Cintas. More of-
ficial organized lineups could 
help, like they’ve done for 
Crosstown or Villanova. 

You can call me stupid for 
believing that XUPD would 
follow through with their 
words. You can call me naive 
for thinking no one would be 

lined up until 7:30 a.m. You 
can call me crazy to think that 
students wouldn’t push, shove 
and stay in a formal line when 
entering Cintas.  But why is 
stupidity synonymous to ex-
pecting the bare minimum of  
safety and fulfilling one’s du-
ties?  

That is 
the bar at 
which our 
current po-
litical world 
excels. I would not expect that 
bar to mirror my experience 
trying to watch Xavier bas-
ketball with my friends.  

Now, I’ve had a fair share 
of  enjoyable memories at Cin-
tas. I’m not trying to suggest 
no one has fun at Xavier men’s 
basketball games or that I’m 
never attending another game. 
But my desire for change is 
done out of  genuine care and 
concern. Sometimes when you 
care about something, you’re 
willing to acknowledge the 
problems and flaws. Take it a 
step further and you put effort 
in suggesting effective solu-
tions. That shows dedication.  

Safety is a basic expectation 
when attending college. For-
tunately, I’ve never felt unsafe 
when walking on campus or to 
my car in the evening, though 
that’s not to say other people 
haven’t. But it’s disappointing 
my safety concerns are rooted 
in attending an athletic event 
rather than a typical expecta-
tion of  being mugged or ha-
rassed as a minority woman.  

If  you’re a non-student, 
you may be wondering — 
besides the social aspect and 
wanting a good seat — why 
are students lining up if  they 
have a ticket? Indeed, you are 
assuming that having a tick-
et means you’re guaranteed 
a student section seat, as any 

rational person would think. 
Logic does not work in this 

case. The athletic office over-
sells the number of  student 
tickets, making it so lining up 
is the only way to get into the 
student section — or to at-
tempt to, at least.   

T h e r e -
fore, the 
most effec-
tive solution 
would be to 
sell the ex-

act number of  tickets that fill 
the student section. People 
could still line up for the fun 
of  it, but theoretically, there 
would be significantly less 
safety concerns because ev-
eryone with a student ticket 
would be guaranteed a spot 
in the student section. If  the 
office wants to sell overflow 
tickets, they should create a 
system that denotes this when 
students claim their tickets 
online, and these overflow 
tickets should not be part of  
the general public ticket sec-
tion. 

We are a school that prides 
itself  on “All for one, and one 
for all.” To put it nicely, I hope 
X will walk that talk better. 
To put it realistically, X needs 
to resolve this issue. After 
all, we wouldn’t want this to 
happen at our future football 
games.  

Noelle Ullery is a 
senior economics 
and English double 
major. She is a staff  
writer for Newswire 
from St. Louis.

Secure Cintas for Students
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Wednesday
Dec. 7
Celebrate the holidays with  
caroling, warm beverages,  
treats and more.

5:00 p.m.
Outside Justice Hall  
at the Sally Watson Tree

CHRISTMAS  

TREE
LIGHTING 
CEREMONY



Sports @xavier.newswireNovember 30, 20228

and led the way for the Mus-
keteers. Boum recorded a 
game-high six assists, five 
rebounds and two steals, and 
Jones added five rebounds, 
four assists, two steals and a 
career-high four three-point-
ers of  his own.

The Musketeers also 
nailed 55.9% of  their shot 
attempts during the game, 
which was the team’s fourth 
game shooting more than 
50% from the floor this sea-
son and hit a season-high 10 
three-pointers.

The game was back and 
forth throughout the first 
half, with Florida racing out 
to a quick five-point lead, fol-
lowed by Xavier responding 

with 14 unanswered points.
The contest featured eight 

ties and 11 lead changes. 
However, miscues by the Ga-
tors offense and inefficient 
Florida transitions during 
the second half  allowed Xavi-
er to pull ahead and extend 
their lead to 11.

Even though Florida kept 
the game close to the finish, 
the Musketeers sealed the 
win off  of  layups from Nunge 
and Kunkel, a jump shot from 
Boum and free throws from 
Freemantle and Nunge.

The second and third 
games of  the weekend did not 
go as planned for the Muske-
teers, as they narrowly lost 
by seven to Duke and four to 

Gonzaga, showing that they 
can compete with some of  the 
nation’s best programs. 

The Musketeers started 
off  strong against the Blue 
Devils, initiating a 16-5 run 
over a four-minute period to 
take the lead by as many as 
four. Duke responded with a 
15-2 run, triggered by back-
to-back three-pointers, that 
put them into a 40-34 lead be-
fore halftime.

Xavier fought until the end 
of  the game, pulling within 
three multiple times before 
the end of  the second half, 
but they never regained the 
lead.

The bright spots for the 
Musketeers included Boum, 

Muskies Swoosh to Fourth-Place Finish 

Despite Joe Mixon and 
Ja’Marr Chase being on the 
injured list, the Cincinnati 
Bengals defeated the Tennes-
see Titans in Nashville with a 
grueling 20-16 win. 

Sunday was the official re-
match between the two teams 
after their clash in the AFC 
Divisional Round last year, in 
which the Bengals squeaked 
out a 19-16 win off  a game 
winning field goal. Much like 
in January, the game was an 
extremely physical, low-scor-
ing slugfest full of  punts, 
three-and-outs and clutch 
late-game scoring.

Both teams struggled to 
get their offenses going ear-
ly, with each team’s first two 
drives ending in punts. 

After trading field goals 
heading into the second, Ti-
tans quarterback Ryan Tan-
nehill tossed a screen pass 
to superstar running back 
Derrick Henry. Henry looked 
to take it to the house, but 
despite a spectacular forced 
fumble by cornerback Cam 
Taylor-Britt at the five-yard-
line, Tennessee’s Treylon 
Burks would recover in the 
end zone to give the Titans a 
10-3 lead.

After another exchange of  
failed drives, Burrow and the 

offense got back in the saddle, 
as the Bengals led a 92-yard 
drive that would end with a 
rushing touchdown by Sama-
je Perine, filling in for Mixon. 
Perine has scored four touch-
downs in the last two weeks 
as the starting running back 
and has surpassed his career 
high in scores with five on the 
year.

“Yeah, I mean it’s always 
fun to get in a rhythm and 
make some stuff  happen,” 
Perine said after the game. 
“But (I) just went out there 
and did what I could.”

Both teams couldn’t get 
much else going as the game 
headed into the fourth quar-
ter with the score knotted at 
13-13. 

Heading into the fourth, 
the Bengals finally broke 
through the Titans defense 
with a 27-yard touchdown 
pass to receiver Tee Higgins 
to take a 20-13 lead. Higgins, 
substituting in the first re-
ceiver slot for Chase, netted 
114 yards as he surpassed 100 
yards for the second straight 
game.

The Titans drove down 
the field and knocked in a 
field goal to cut the lead to 
four. They seemed to be get-
ting one more chance to take 
a shot at the end zone as Evan 
McPherson set up to kick a 
field goal with just under two 

minutes left. 
However, Tennessee 

lineman Kevin Strong was 
flagged for unnecessary 
roughness against the long 
snapper, giving the Bengals 
the first down and allowing 
Burrow to kneel out the game 
for a win.

Burrow has now thrown 
for more than 200 yards in 
nine consecutive starts, dat-
ing back to the Week 2 loss 
against the Cowboys. He 
went 22/37 for 270 yards and 
a touchdown. Burrow is cur-
rently on pace to break 4,000 
yards for the second consecu-
tive season.

“It was great to get a win 
like this,” Burrow said after 
the game. 

“This is kind of  like how 
they all were down the 
stretch last year. Maybe we 
left a lot on the field on of-
fense, defense stepped up and 
made the plays in the fourth 
quarter to go win the game,” 
he continued. 

The Bengals have now won 
five of  their last six games 
and are tied with Baltimore 
for the AFC East lead at 7-4, 
giving them a shot at the di-
vision title. 

Next Sunday is one of  the 
most important games of  the 
year, as Cincinnati hosts the 
Kansas City Chiefs at Paycor 
Stadium.

Xavier men’s basketball 
team had a solid fourth-place 
finish last weekend in the Phil 
Knight Legacy Tournament 
held in Oregon that ended 
with an exhilarating victory 
over Florida.

The tournament, named 
after the influential co-found-
er of  Nike and Basketball 
Hall of  Famer Phil Knight, 
featured eight men’s and four 
women’s premier collegiate 
basketball programs affiliated 
with apparel deals to the fa-
mous brand.

The tournament also gave 
Xavier the chance to test it-
self  against some of  the best 
programs in the country, in-
cluding Florida, who was pre-
dicted to finish seventh out 
of  14 teams in a competitive 
Southeastern Conference, No. 
17 Duke and No. 14 Gonzaga.

The field also included No. 
5 Purdue, West Virginia, Ore-
gon State and Portland State.

Xavier began their tourna-
ment run by fending off  the 
menacing chomp of  the Ga-
tors in a thrilling 90-83 victo-
ry, as five Musketeers finished 
with double-digit points. 

The high-scoring affair 
marked a career night for 
graduate guard Souley Boum 
and junior guard Colby Jones, 
who each put up 22 points 

Kunkel crushes Duke until concussion, Boum booms in close loss to Gonzaga

BY PAT GAINOR

Bengals Outlast Titans in Potential Playo� Preview

BY JUSTIN MALONE

Cincinnati emerges victorious despite Ja’Marr Chase and Joe Mixon’s absences

who led all scorers with 23 
points and went 12-12 from 
the free throw line, and senior 
guard Adam Kunkel who had 
20 points and Jones who con-
tributed 10 points, seven re-
bounds and four assists.

Without Kunkel, who suf-
fered a concussion against 
Duke, Xavier struggled early 
against a strong Gonzaga team 
that led by as much as 12 in the 
first half  but managed to finish 
the half  only down by six.

Early in the half, the Zags 
fought their way to a dou-
ble-digit lead until the Mus-
keteers outscored them 25-7 
over an eight-minute stretch to 
claim an eight-point lead.

However, costly mistakes in 
defensive efforts and rebound-
ing allowed Gonzaga to re-
spond with an 8-0 run and a 
10-0 run that put them up for 
good, even with the Muske-
teers scoring 50 points in the 
second half. 

Leading Xavier’s impressive 
but disappointing performance 
was Nunge, who finished with 
a season and game-high 25 
points, 16 of  which came in 
the second half. Jones added 
22 points, and Freemantle con-
tributed 14 points. 

The Musketeers hope to 
rebound from their learn-
ing experience in the Legacy 
Tournament as they take on 
Southeastern Louisiana in Cin-
tas Center tonight.

Bills 28, Lions 25: They say a win is a win, but the 
once-thought-unstoppable Bills continued to look shaky as 

they narrowly escaped from Ford Field with a win. Josh Allen 
threw another red zone interception, and Buffalo just couldn’t 
get going against a defense in the bottom five of  the league. 

The Lions kicked a field goal to tie with under a minute to go, 
but a 36-yard pass to Stefon Diggs allowed Tyler Bass to kick 

in the game-winning score.

Patriots 26, Vikings 33: It seems the classic Minnesota late 
season collapse will have to wait another day. Just a week ago, 

the 8-1 Vikings were humiliated in a 40-3 blowout on their 
home stadium against Dallas. This past Thursday, though, 

they managed to get back on track with a solid win in prime-
time. Justin Jefferson caught nine passes for 139 yards, and he 
and Tyreek Hill are tied for the most yards by a receiver this 

season.

Bears 10, Jets 31: After controversial comments about 
his performance led to the Jets benching Zach Wilson, the 
legendary sensation Mike White, who rose to fame after 

throwing for 400 yards against the Bengals in his first start 
last year, was once again put in the driver’s seat. He did not 
disappoint as he threw for 315 yards, three touchdowns and 
achieved a passer rating of  149.3. Who knows? With a 7-4 
record and a rejuvenated offense, anything is possible with 

White leading the Jets.

Ravens 27, Jaguars 28: Records don’t matter. Anything is 
possible in the fourth quarter if  you’re playing the Ravens. 
The Jaguars, down two scores with six minutes left in the 

game, fought back to take a late lead — notably thanks to an 
impressive touchdown drive in the final two minutes. The 

Ravens took a gamble with Justin Tucker, who hit a re-
cord-breaking 66-yard field goal a year ago, but his kick was 

just short. Turns out he is human.

NFL Corner
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Wakanda Forever Is a 
Successful Sequel

Looking Back on Jeopardy’s Evolution After Trebek

Following the death of  
Alex Trebek, many wondered 
if  Jeopardy! would be canceled, 
since Trebek was a staple host 
of  the program and of  televi-
sion as a whole. A variety of  
hosts have stepped into Tre-
bek’s shoes, but these changes 
haven’t all been as negative as 
many believed. Taking a look 
at Jeopardy!’s trajectory fol-
lowing Trebek’s death, we can 
see that this beloved show can 
outlive Trebek and continue 
to adapt to a changing world.

Before the current tag-team 
actress Mayim Bialik and for-
mer Jeopardy! champ Ken Jen-
nings were chosen, veteran 
producer and host Mike Rich-
ards stepped in.  After only 
a week’s worth of  filming, 
amounting to five episodes, 
Richards resigned. 

In January 2021, Jennings 
was chosen as interim host. 
He is the highest-earning 
American game show contes-
tant, winning more than four 
million dollars on Jeopardy! 

alone. He also holds the lon-
gest active win streak in Jeop-
ardy! history, so his was a fa-
miliar face to fans at the time 
of  this decision.

While he served as inter-
im host, Jennings was joined 
in part by a plethora of  ce-
lebrity hosts including NFL 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers, 
Star Trek actor LeVar Burton, 
among other famous televi-
sion personalities. 

One of  these personalities 
was The Big Bang Theory’s 
Bialik, who was chosen to co-
host with Jennings after they 
both received positive reviews 
following their respective epi-
sodes being aired.

“We miss Alex every day. 
But luckily, it still feels like 
Jeopardy! The people here are 
so good at their jobs. They 
kept the continuity,” Jennings 
stated.

The first episode under the 
new official host duo aired in 
September 2022 following 
a two-week Tournament of  
Champions that yielded high 
ratings that bested those of  
all other game shows.

It would appear that in an 
era where there is an uptick 
in cable networks greenlight-
ing absurd game shows and 
long-standing game shows 
appearing to be in the twilight 
of  their career, Jeopardy! is 
making a resurgence.

Constructing a newfound 
identity built upon the foun-
dation of  a household name, 
Jeopardy! is reinventing itself  
and becoming more accessible 
to younger viewers. 

While searching for a new 
permanent host, Jeopardy! 
was home to myriad celebrity 
guest hosts. This garnered at-
tention for the television show 
that had been absent in recent 
memory.

Because Jeopardy! called 
upon well-known people to 
host, like sports broadcaster 
Joe Buck and political com-
mentator George Stepha-
nopoulos, followers of  these 
figures tuned in to the pro-
gram to watch. This intro-
duced or reintroduced a group 
of  people that possibly would 
not have previously watched 
Jeopardy!

Casting a wide net and us-
ing hosts with a large range 
of  backgrounds has proven 
itself  to be a significant factor 
in creating a larger following 
to the program.

This initial buzz surround-
ing Jeopardy! in the spring 
with its celebrity guest hosts, 
paired with the rise of  the 

program on its TikTok and 
Instagram accounts, has led to 
its viewership increasing sub-
stantially, especially among 
younger watchers.

Two years after Trebek’s 
death, the show that he host-
ed for 37 years continues on a 
steady course with full steam 
ahead.

• A new Princess Diaries movie is offi-
cially in the works (Nov. 16).

• Harry Styles and Olivia Wilde split 
after nearly two years of  dating 
(Nov. 18).

• Emma Chamberlin debuted her new 
red hair on Instagram (Nov. 25).

• Jennifer Lopez announced a new al-
bum titled This is Me… Now (Nov. 
25). 

• Singer Dua Lipa was granted Alba-
nian citizenship (Nov. 27). 

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSONIn light of  the tragic death 

of  Chadwick Boseman in Au-
gust 2020 due to colon cancer, 
the makers of  Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever were left 
with a superstar-shaped void 
to fill. According to Mar-
vel Studios President Kevin 
Feige, the consensus was that 
“it just felt like it was much 
too soon to recast” a new king 
for the sequel.

Writer and director Ryan 
Coogler and co-writer John 
Robert Cole crafted the open-
ing of  Wakanda Forever into a 

BY BEN DICKISON tear-provoking celebration of  
life for Boseman’s infamous 
King T’Challa, who fierce-
ly defends Wakanda’s highly 
sought-after vibranium sup-
ply in 2018’s Black Panther. 
While the funeral procession 
serves as a radiant reminder 
of  T’Challa’s eternal guard-
ianship over the Kingdom of  
Wakanda, it simultaneously 
sets the stage for a matriar-
chy, led by Queen Ramonda. 
Actress Angela Basset’s regal 
demeanor and diplomatic ex-
pertise give the viewer a sense 
of  credence that the kingdom 
will have staying power even 
in light of  the death of  its 

greatest-ever monarch.
Tenoch Huerta is vigor-

ously engaging as antagonist 
Namor. He more than effec-
tively encapsulates the deep 
rage held by Namor towards 
civilization above the surface. 
In fact, Huerta learned tradi-
tional Mayan dialogue to pro-
vide a more authentic submer-
gence into the world below 
the waves. His character’s mo-
tive is simple: Find the scien-
tist behind the creation of  the 
vibranium detection device 
that led the American expe-
dition to come within striking 
distance of  his mesmerizing 
aquatic realm.

The lethal attack scenes on 
Wakanda utilize CGI to create 
epic collisions between king-
doms of  land and sea. The 
special effects and creativity 
indicative of  a Marvel block-
buster are evident in the battle 
scenes between the aquatic as-
sassins of  Talokan and skilled 
Wakandan warriors that are 
incredibly immersive.

 The soundtrack, headed 
by score composer Ludwig 
Göransson, is headlined by 
some of  music’s premier Afri-
can contemporary artists such 
as Burna Boy and Fireboy 
DML, along with multiple hits 
from Rihanna. It gives Wakan-
da Forever a cutting-edge and 
innovative feel, while also 
cueing memories of  the fallen 
King T’Challa. Without such 
a well-refined soundtrack 
that includes precisely perfect 
matching of  songs to scenes, 
Wakanda Forever would feel 

much more flat and stagnant, 
but the soundtrack brings the 
film to life.

Princess Shuri also takes 
on a leadership role in Wakan-
da in the film. Actress Letitia 
Wright is compelling but ap-
pears to be acting only as a 
placeholder for a different fu-
ture ruler of  Wakanda, which 
comes as a disappointment. 
Wright is perhaps understat-
ed in her expression of  the 
struggles of  being a woman 
in power but fills the shoes left 
by Boseman about as well as 
anyone could. Her character 
shows strokes of  intelligence 
and understanding of  science 
that goes right over the heads 
of  most viewers, but she also 
remains relatable  to Gen Z 
viewers.

Overall, Wakanda Forever is 
an enchanting, majestic clash 
that is innovative for its pit-
ting of  two oppressed groups 
against one another — a rare 
storyline in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe (MCU) and 
film at large. For a film that 
had to undergo a rewrite after 
the loss of  Boseman, it is an 
extremely captivating narra-
tive, despite being quite pre-
dictable at times. The film is 
clearly a prelude for greater 
motives within the MCU. 

Considering the challeng-
ing hand the writers were 
dealt as a result of  Boseman’s 
tragic passing, Wakanda For-
ever is a sufficiently enticing 
vessel to move the MCU in a 
compelling direction for the 
future.

BY JOSEPH NICHOLS
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Sta� Writer Joseph Nichols argues the famed game show is on the right track
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Aries: Shut the hell up. No one 
ASKED. 

Taurus: Don’t cut your own bangs. 
Don’t dye your own hair. 

Gemini: Pick one of  your personali-
ties to be Santa this week. 

Leo:  You’re not in your feral era. 
You’re just a first year. 

Virgo:  Don’t drop that class. You’re 
not burnt out; you’re just lazy.

Libra: Iced coffee and wine are NOT 
water.

Scorpio: Please stop wearing 
shorts. We are nearing December.

Sagittarius: “Tis the Damn Season” 
is not the vibe. Stop crawling back to 

your ex.

Capricorn: 
Slay is becoming cheugy, but con-

tinue to use it if  it makes your heart 
happy. 

Aquarius: Stop making excuses for 
not having a roster. Maybe you just 
can’t pull right now, and that’s OK 

babe! 

Pisces: No more pictures of  your 
dog on the main.

. 
 

Cancer: Study for your finals. We 
know your chem grade could use it.

How to Celebrate in November
BY BEN DICKISON, STAFF WRITER 

college student. Of parallel importance, though, is the role of Thanksgiving in denoting when it is acceptable for one to celebrate Christmas. It 
is clear that some absolute wackos on this campus have been brainwashed by some sort of overzealous elves with an anti-American agenda 
or perhaps have fallen into the web of temptation spun by hero-turned-villain Mariah Carey. The Polar Express should not leave the station 
until the last Thanksgiving plate is cleaned. In my best attempt to restore some level of sanity to Victory Parkway, I have compiled a compre-
hensive list of incredible Thanksgiving and autumn traditions being ravaged by the epidemic of premature Christmas celebration.
Thanksgiving Music: Alexa, play “Something in the Orange” by Zach Bryan. Music to match the warm, fuzzy vibe. Thanksgiving needed a 
savior, and he was delivered to us in the form a beautiful, mustached man.
Ugly Thanksgiving Sweaters: In defense of Christmas, red paired with green is an elite holiday color scheme. But it would be radically 
easier to don vestments for a holiday associated with the colors brown, orange, and yellow. Oh, how beautifully “bleh” they are.
Thanksgiving Lists: This one is a little more meta, but please just consider the following: Instead of listing gifts you desire but do not current-
ly have, list what you already possess and are grateful for. That’s real, bro. #staywoke.
Twenty-Something (it varies year-to-year) Days of Thanksgiving on A&E: It’s just Duck Dynasty for three and a half weeks straight. More 
than a formidable rival to Freeform and Hallmark Channel’s Christmas marathons that span the entirety of December. And trust me, you get 
hooked. Uncle Si just has it.
Pie On a Guy: From the makers of Elf on the Shelf, but on a much larger scale. Used in a sentence: “Oh, the guy covered in pumpkin and 
whipped cream. Yeah, that’s Stu. He’s our Pie On a Guy. He’s harmless, just don’t touch him!” The Pie On a Guy moves himself to a new spot 

cool spot to put the Elf on Shelf.

Aries:  Shut the hell up. No one 
ASKED. 

Christmas List Ideas
BY RYAN HULLIGAN, STAFF WRITER
What you need for Christmas:

1. Let’s get straight to the point. You need to focus on school. Why do you have seven hours 
on TikTok at your big age? You also don’t have time to be laughing at what “altered people's 
brain chemistry” because your professors are about to alter your grades into something 
much worse if you don’t pick up that book and start studying for those �nals soon.
2. Next, some of you need a signi�cant other. I’m no exception; however, some of you are 
so unbearable about it. We get it, you’re touch deprived. But next time you mention it, I’m 
super-gluing your mouth shut. Also, the only “signi�cant” goings on in some of your guys’ 
lives right now is the fact that you got tickets to the Eras Tour. It’s time for more, methinks.
3. Another controversial one, but these are starting to enter their checkered Vans era. You 
need another pair of shoes that aren’t A*r F*rce 1’s. I’m sorry, they’re just so bland now. You 
could’ve gotten away with a good �t wearing AF1s back in 2019 and 2020, but now you’re 
doing far too little. It isn’t giving. Not once this year have I tried to put a good out�t together 
and thrown on Air Forces to complete the look. �ey don’t add anything. Matter of fact, they 
take away from what you’re trying to do. �is is the real pandemic. Wake up.
What you don’t need for Christmas:

1. You don’t need to post your ugly ass nieces and nephews. I’m sorry that they can’t swallow 
a whole Cheerio or they spilled spaghetti on themselves, but I don’t care. Please keep it in 
your camera roll.
2. You don’t need to post what you got on your main story. �is is for your private story, 
maybe even your super secret private story. I just don’t think anyone really cares that you got 
a gi� card to Hollister, but that’s just me though. (It’s probably so many other people too!)
You don’t need anything from American Eagle. �e only reason I can think of for how 
they’re still open is because Addison Rae was manipulated into partnering with them. �e 
little girls love a good “I’m a savage” moment nowadays, so they’re gonna do their thing in 
some American Eagle, and that’s �ne, but if you are old enough to drink, you need to try 

something new. Express is down the hall. 

Horoscopes


