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social media, The Store has 
stressed the need for student 
volunteers interested in serv-
ing the Xavier community. 
The Store began its Store Am-
bassador program last Mon-
day to get students involved.

“We really need some con-
sistent volunteers to help out. 
We’re really only looking for 
a time commitment of  1-5 
hours weekly, and there’s a va-
riety of  options to help build 
a brand, bring awareness and 
accessibility to The Store,” 
Weekly said.

“It means a great deal to me 
that The Store is being reno-
vated. Seeing Xavier’s ser-
vices improve is what makes 
me love this school, and it’s 
heartwarming to see the Xavi-
er community invest in mak-
ing The Store better,” junior 
business analytics and market-
ing double major Ella Ongoro 
said. “I’m sure other students 
appreciate it like I do.” 

BY JACKSON HARE

Education & Enrichment 
Coordinator

The Store raised over 
$50,000 to revamp their ser-
vices to address food inse-
curity on campus during the 
Crosstown Foodout, a friendly 
competition and cooperative 
effort from Xavier University 
and the University of  Cincin-
nati’s campus food pantries 
from Dec. 5 to Dec. 10. 

Located in the Village 
Apartments, in addition to 
several satellite locations 
scattered across campus, The 
Store is Xavier University’s 
student-run food pantry, pro-
viding students with access to 
free food, hygiene and house-
hold products. 

During the Crosstown 
Shootout, The Store part-
nered with the University 
of  Cincinnati’s food pantry, 
Bearcats Pantry, to face off  to 
see which pantry could gain 
the most support.

“It was a friendly competi-
tion. We weren’t taking it that 
seriously for the first year. 
However,  we blew them out,” 
Natalie Weekly, assistant di-
rector of  Care Management 
Services, boasted. 

Students could support 
their respective campus pan-
tries in a variety of  ways, in-
cluding following their social 
media accounts, placing an or-
der on their pantry’s Amazon 
wishlist or by making a mone-
tary donation.

“Through that initiative 
we were able to get over 200 
Amazon orders, and we were 
able to raise $50,000, which is 
so exciting and is really going 
to help with the renovations 
planned,” Weekly said.

Addressing the confusion 
that occurred after Instagram 
posts from The Store sug-
gested it was being renovated, 
Weekly clarified that renova-
tions are still on the docket.

“We had some damage 
over Winter Break due to the 

snow storm. There was some 
flooding that impacted walls, 
flooring and damaged some 
of  our overstock area, so we 
had to close for a repair and 
not renovations unfortunately. 
But, they are coming,” Weekly 
added.

“Renovations will be hap-
pening late spring semester or 
early summer,” she continued.

On top of  the anticipated 
renovations, The Store’s so-
cial media presence on Insta-
gram has grown by an addi-
tional 143 followers as a result 
of  the Crosstown Foodout, 
contributing to the growing 
excitement and movement 
taking place to address food 
security on campus. Graduate 
Assistant for Care Manage-
ment Services Kwasi Burgin 
believes this to be indicative 
of  the communal aspect at 
Xavier.

“A lot of  people had no 
idea that 30% of  students on 

this campus identify as hav-
ing food insecurity, which a 
lot of  students respond re-
ally strongly to because they 
care about their community,”  
Burgin said. 

Along with other students 
on campus, he is excited for 
the changes coming to the 
Store. 

“We’re going to add new 
shelving, so we can have even 
more stock available for stu-
dents. We are adding a real 
stock area so our overstock 
isn’t out in the open, and we 
are planning on repainting, 
so it’s going to be a complete 
revamp of  the space and it 
should look beautiful,” Burgin 
revealed. 

In addition to more storage 
space, the newly renovated 
space is set to include more 
refrigeration and tabling to 
allow The Store to host more 
events.  

Weekly noted that these 

renovations will be crucial to 
better serve students at Xavi-
er. She speculated that the 
state of  economy has signifi-
cantly impacted many Xavier 
students’ financial security, 
bringing an increased demand 
for The Store’s services.

“Over this past year, we’ve 
seen a 3,000% increase in uti-
lization, and it’s due to several 
factors. First, increased acces-
sibility. Beforehand, The Store 
used to only be open 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. on Fridays, but now it’s 
available by All Card access 
daily from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.,” 
Weekly said.  

“I also think the inflation 
now is really crazy and im-
pacting students. It’s just ex-
pensive to be a human and to 
be a college student on top of  
that, it can be very difficult,” 
Weekly emphasized.

Despite The Store’s recent 
success and growing aware-
ness around campus through 



Library's new program will allow faculty to apply for a grant each semester
XU Library: Mini-Grants for Muskies

This year, Xavier Universi-
ty's McDonald Memorial Li-
brary will start a mini-grant 
program to fund potential 
projects by eligible faculty 
members, hoping to advance 
the vision and mission of  the 
library and promote student 
success. 

This pilot program comes 
in the wake of  three endow-
ment funds that the library 
was awarded. After develop-
ment from Library Director 
Ken Gibson and Associate 
Provost for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Rashmi Assudani — with 
approval from the library 
committee — the program is 

now open to grant proposals 
from Xavier faculty members 
who want to creatively inte-
grate library resources into 
their curriculum.

Those eligible to submit 
proposals include princi-
pal and participating facul-
ty members. Collaborative 
proposals (joint faculty col-
leagues or staff  projects) are 
also accepted. 

McDonald Memorial Li-
brary Director Ken Gibson is 
excited to see innovative pro-
posals from the faculty and 
looks forward to the potential 
for the library to utilize its re-
sources and staff  in a collabo-
rative way. 

“We see this as a win-win 
for the faculty and the li-

brary… The purpose of  this 
program is to provide an op-
portunity to the faculty while 
supporting the initiatives and 
values of  the library,” Gibson 
said. 

Gibson hopes that this 
program can be beneficial in 
assessing the value of  the li-
brary in regard to student 
outcomes. 

“In increasing faculty part-
nership with the library, we 
seek to improve student suc-
cess and retention.  We don’t 
teach the classes, we don’t 
grade the papers, but we know 
we contribute to student suc-
cess... We hope that some of  
the proposals can help us 
better measure that contribu-
tion,” Gibson said. 

There are many ways that 
the grants can be utilized, and 
Gibson provided a few exam-
ples: "Curricular integration 
of  Makerspace or university 
archives, partnering with a 
librarian on a unique opportu-
nity or even bringing in out-
side communities.”

Other ways that the Uni-
versity Library Mini-Grants 
can be used include cover-
ing costs associated with 
library hosted events like 
book launches or a Muskie 
Madness, the creation of  af-
fordable learning material, or 
creating a scholarly display. A 
list of  additional descriptive 
examples is available on the 
university library website. 

Applicants may submit 
proposals up to $1,000. Multi-
ple mini-grants can be applied 
each funding cycle, to a max-
imum of  $4,000 each cycle. 

There is a funding cycle each 
semester, in the spring and 
fall, with submissions for this 
spring currently open. 

The submission deadline 
for this Spring 2023 is April 1, 
and the deadline for Fall 2023 
is Oct. 1. 

Gibson recognizes that to 
have a long-term impact on 
the library and its resources.

“What I hope will happen is 
that the ideas that do get fund-
ed will get put on the library 
website, especially if  there is 
a product, so that colleagues 
can be benefited by those ideas 
and we can build a repository 

over time,” Gibson said. 
Gibson encourages stu-

dents to talk to their profes-
sors if  they have ideas. 

“If  students have an idea 
for their course that would be 
beneficial for collaboration, 
especially if  the barrier for 
their professor is money, there 
are a lot of  opportunities for 
faculty; we want to be able 
to provide that financial plat-
form,” he added. 

For faculty interested in 
submitting a proposal, further 
information and application 
materials can be accessed at 
xavier.edu/library.

BY TESS BREWER

Analysis: SGA Continues to Struggle for Involvement
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Student involvement is not 
a new problem. The number 
of  students participating in 
on campus clubs, organiza-
tions and activities plummet-
ed during COVID-19. While 
those numbers have begun to 
rise again, clubs across cam-
pus have faced difficulty with 
retention and involvement.

With a number of  contrib-
uting factors, Xavier’s Stu-
dent Government Association 
(SGA) has been no stranger 
to struggles with student en-
gagement and retention. This 
past election cycle, SGA saw 
only 10 students run for a to-
tal of  20 spots on the Senate 
and only one ticket run for the 
executive positions of  presi-
dent and vice presidents.

In March 2020, clubs and 
student organizations were 
forced to more or less shut 
down in-person activities due 
to the pandemic. 

Sen. Nick Jebsen, chair 
of  the Campus On and Off  
Living Committee, believes 

COVID-19 still plays a major 
factor in student involvement 
issues, even as restrictions 
have been lifted.

“I believe one of  the main 
factors contributing to stu-
dent engagement and involve-
ment issues is COVID over-
lap. It's becoming more and 
more irritating to blame in-
volvement on COVID, but it is 
becoming more apparent that 
this is the case," Jebsen said. 

"Students became more ac-
customed to not participating 
in events and clubs during 
COVID, and now it is becom-
ing a hard habit to break for 
many... We are reaping the 
effects, even though most all 
of  the restrictions have been 
lifted,” he added.

Senators, who are elect-
ed each October with terms 
running from January to De-
cember each calendar year, 
are elected or appointed with 
the intention of  serving a full 
year. Often times, that isn’t 
the case, though. 

In the 2022 Senate term, 
numerous senators resigned 
at various points of  the term. 

BY ETHAN NICHOLS Several left for jobs, accord-
ing to SGA President Ashley 
Findley, who served on Sen-
ate last year.

“A big reason people didn’t 
carry over last year, from 
summer to fall, was jobs when 
they got back to school. One 
of  our people… got a job 
with the Cincinnati Reds,” 
Findley said. 

There were seven sena-
tors who resigned mid-term 
last year, according to former 
SGA vice president and cur-
rent Sen. Evan Nash. 

“I believe that the reason 
SGA struggles with reten-
tion is a mixed bag. Many 
of  the vacancies during our 
term were due to students 
receiving better opportuni-
ties, while some kids strug-
gle with time management or 
don’t have the dedication. Ul-
timately, the last three years 
have been harder in involve-
ment overall,” Nash said. 

Findley acknowledged that 
many students are simply un-
aware of  the process for run-
ning and that finding avenues 
to reach students is import-

Xavier's Student Government Association has seen decreased 
involvement since the pandemic, according to Sen. Nick Jebsen.
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ant.
“I think it’s honestly a lack 

of  awareness. We try and 
push it out there as much as 
possible, but if  people don’t 
know or are nervous to run. 
I know when I initially went 
to a meeting, I was like 'Oh, a 
campaign budget... What am I 
going to be spending money 
on? How do I put that togeth-
er?'” Findley said.

Jebsen's proposed building 
a strong Board of  Elections 
will increase student involve-
ment and interest in SGA.

“I believe we need to refo-
cus this year and make sure 

that there is a strong Board of  
Elections  (BOE) group. Last 
year, I know BOE had a dif-
ficult time getting represen-
tatives to join them, and this 
can partially explain the lack 
of  Senators that ran. BOE is 
our best route for recruiting 
and encouraging more sena-
tors to run near election time 
since there are always existing 
SGA members campaigning 
for themselves,” Jebsen said.

SGA offers a public forum 
at 3 p.m. on Mondays during 
their weekly meetings in GSC 
214, which are open to all stu-
dents.

Newswire photo by Caroline Steiger

Xavier's McDonald Memorial Library will utilize their new mini-grant 
program to sponsor and further student success through the program.
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On Dec. 26, Xavier profes-
sor Dr. Leon Chartrand em-
barked on a two-week journey 
visiting the Antarctic to test 
the waters before students are 
allowed to attend next year. 

The purpose of  his trip was 
to travel to Antarctica and see 
how plausible it would be to 
bring students and faculty as 
part of  the Xavier Expedition 
program. 

After arriving safely back 
on campus, Chartrand is one 
step closer to finalizing plans 
to take students.

“I (was) exploratory be-
cause the goal is, starting next 
year, for (Antarctica) to be a 
program for students to take 
core credits, and those cred-
its will hopefully be absorbed 
in the spring semester load,” 
Chartrand said.

The Xavier Expeditions 
program already offers a 
unique opportunity for stu-
dents to fulfill a core require-
ment in places like Yellow-
stone, Alaska, Greenland or 

Namibia and will soon be 
able to add Antarctica to the 
list. These programs are not 
limited to a specific major or 
program and offer a range of  
topics applicable to everyone. 

“The plan for Antarctica 
would be to offer two cours-
es, and those two courses will 
be opened up to any faculty 

BY CLARE MCKINLEY

member who is willing and 
who can offer a course that is 
right for students of  any ma-
jor,” Chartrand said. 

“(Students) would have 
the experience of  Antarctica, 
they would have lessons, lec-
tures and activities while on 
the ship. Where they learn 
about not just penguins and 
whales and stuff  like that, but 
they also learn about geology 
and ice and climate change 
and so forth,” he added.  

In addition to learning 
about prevalent issues in an 
experiential way, students 
will have the opportunity to 
spend meaningful time in the 
wilderness and trod in differ-
ent places around the conti-
nent. 

“Most universities have 
abroad programs, and they 
go to a lot of  really great 
destinations. But, we go to 

these places because they’re 
hard to get to for a reason. 
Because when you go to these 
places, you cannot help but be 
changed,” Chartrand said.  

Antarctica is one of  the 
most dangerous destinations 
in the world. 

In order to get there, Char-
trand had to make his way 
to the southern tip of  South 
America. 

He then boarded a boat 
about roughly 90 feet long 
that fit 85 people. He was the 
only person from Xavier on 
board. 

“I actually started doing 
this because you get to know 
these people on the ship. Nine-
ty feet is not a very big ship” 
he remarked. 

“It’s not beautiful inside. 
There’s wood paneling ev-
erywhere, lots of  windows 
and there’s one deck above. So 

it’s not a cruise ship… This 
is a get-your-feet-wet, polar 
plunges in the Arctic kind of  
thing,” Chartrand continued.

He traveled in the boat for 
about a day or two through 
the Beagle Channel until he 
began crossing the Drake Pas-
sage.

The Drake Passage is 
known as a turbulent body 
of  water, but if  prepared for 
properly, it can be manage-
able. After making it through 
the Drake Passage, he arrived 
in Antarctica. 

“It’s an amazing experience 
because you're going across 
the passage, and you know 
you're kind of  home free be-
cause you start seeing those 
white cap mountains of  the 
Shetlands in the distance and 
the horizon,” Chartrand said. 

Upon arrival, he witnessed 
thousands of  penguins and 
seals waddling and flopping 
about on the ice, as well as 
whales leaping out of  the 
freezing water. 

Chartrand  has been run-
ning these expeditions for 
many years now but says what 
inspires him most is not the 
impressive landscapes –– it’s 
the students. While he loves 
seeing all those things for 
himself, he also loves bringing 
others along to witness them 
for the first time, and that's 
what he plans to do in Antarc-
tica. 

“Seeing the students and 
watching their excitement, 
you know all that? That’s my 
mission, to put people in plac-
es that they can’t help but be 
changed in some way,” Char-
trand said.

Dr. Leon Chartrand scouts out a new site for the Xavier Expeditions program
Xavier Professor Treks to Antarctica

Campus News

Xavier professor Dr. Leon Chartrand recently visited Antarctica to look into adding it as a Xavier 
Expedition trip for faculty and students to visit in the coming years and earn course credits.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Leon Chartrand
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Dr. Leon Chartrand is the director of the Xavier Expeditions program, 
which offers trips to students to travel around the world for credit.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Leon Chartrand
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BY MORGAN MILES

O�cers Charged in Beating of Nichols
BY PAT GAINOR

Five Memphis police of-
ficers involved in the traffic 
stop that led to the death of  
29-year-old Tyre Nichols 
have been charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, aggravat-
ed kidnapping, aggravated as-
sault, official misconduct and 
official oppression.

Nichols’ death, which has 
sparked nationwide protests 
against police brutality, hap-
pened after police pulled him 
over for reckless driving. 
Shortly after the incident, 
officials stated that Nichols 
said that he was “trying to 
get home” and ran away from 
officers. He was apprehended 
and transported to Memphis’ 
St. Francis Hospital in critical 
condition. Nichols died three 
days later.

Eight days following his 
death, Attorney for the West-
ern District of  Tennessee 
Kevin G. Ritz, announced that 
the FBI and the Department 
of  Justice would be opening a 
civil rights investigation into 
Nichols’ death. On Jan. 20th, 
the five officers — Tadarrius 
Bean, Demetrius Haley, Em-
mitt Martin III, Desmond 

Mills Jr. and Justin Smith — 
were all fired from the Mem-
phis Police Department.

Three Fire Department 
personnel have been terminat-
ed for failing to provide ade-
quate aide. Two additional po-
lice officers have been placed 
on leave.

Body camera footage for 
the incident was shown to 
Nichols’ family on Jan. 23, 
which they described it as “vi-
olent,” “heinous” and “deplor-
able.” “What he was in that 
‘video’ was defenseless the en-
tire time,” Antonio Romanuc-
ci, an attorney for the Nichols 
family said. “He was a human 
piñata for those police officers. 
It was an unadulterated, un-
abashed, nonstop beating of  
this young boy for three min-
utes.”

In the footage, the officers 
kicked, punched, and used 
a baton on Nichols. Several 
times in the video, he called 
for his mom and asked “What 
did I do?” The footage also 
showed Nichols slumped next 
to his vehicle, unconscious.

An autopsy from a forensic 
pathologist hired by the Nich-
ols’ attornies determined that 
he died from “extensive bleed-
ing caused by a severe beat-

ing.” The same day, the offi-
cers present at the traffic stop 
were arrested and charged.

Memphis Chief  of  Police 
Cerelyn Davis called the of-
ficers’ actions “heinous, reck-
less and inhumane.” She added 
that “when the ‘body cam-
era footage’ is released in the 
coming days, you will see this 
for yourselves.”

Sixty-seven minutes of  
footage were released the 
following day, prompting 
protests across the country 
against police brutality and 
sparking nationwide condem-
nation of  the officers involved. 

“Like so many, I was out-
raged and deeply pained to 
see the horrific video of  the 
beating that resulted in Tyre 
Nichols’ death,” President Joe 
Biden said in a statement re-
leased on Friday. “My first 
emotion was sadness — sad-
ness for Tyre — watching 
him go through what he was 
going through. And then 
some disbelief. It’s just be-
yond anything I’ve ever seen,” 
Memphis Mayor Jim Strick-
land said. “Then it turned into 
anger that a fellow human be-
ing was treated that way.”

“People don’t know what 
those five police officers did 

Reece Gives State of the County Address

to our family. And they re-
ally don’t know what they 
did to their own families,” 
RowVaughn Wells, mother 
of  Tyre Nichols, said days be-
fore the footage was released. 
“They have put their own fam-
ilies in harm’s way. They have 
brought shame to their own 
families.” 

“They brought shame to 

the Black community. I just 
feel sorry for them. I really do. 
Because they didn’t have to,” 
she added.

Over the weekend, around 
10,000 protesters were pres-
ent in the Cincinnati and 
Northern Kentucky area. 
Many more are expected 
throughout the week, both lo-
cally and nationwide.

Hamilton County Board of  
Commissioners President Ali-
cia Reece gave a State of  the 
County Address last Wednes-
day at Memorial Hall. 

Reece was sworn in as pres-
ident earlier this month after 
20 years of  public service, in-
cluding working as president 
of  the Ohio Legislative Black 
Caucus. Kickstarting the new 
year, Reece began the address 
with an emphasis on the mot-
to “One Hamilton County.”

Producing and distributing 
resources to Hamilton Coun-
ty is a necessity to Reece, who 
emphasized her focus on pro-
viding funding for citizens to 
freely and easily access these 
resources. 

The 513 Relief  Bus, an 
equity and resources mobile 
technology bus re-launched 
Thursday after the address. 
The 513 Relief  Bus began 
as Reece’s response to a need 
for economic and task relief  
during COVID-19. Now, the 
bus, in partnership with UC 
Health and the County Board 
of  Health, is back in business 
with new features such as can-
cer screening, blood pressure 
checks, dental care and more. 

Reece also highlighted her 
concern for affordable hous-
ing and aging infrastructure. 
She advocated that $40 mil-
lion of  federal funding to be 
to aid people struggling with 
housing issues. Those who 
need affordable housing, se-

niors who need aid and hous-
ing for disabled citizens were 
Reece’s main targets with the 
multi-faceted funding. She 
plans to achieve this in part 
through a mortgage assis-
tance program. 

Road repairs, train tracks 
and old buildings were also 
a focus. Reece acknowledged 
smaller municipalities and 
their struggles with repairs 
and upgrades that are long 
overdue. She assured listen-
ers that whether a village or 
a township, small city or big 
city, the administration would 
ensure that none would be left 
behind in economic develop-
ment. 

Reece also announced an 
$11 million grant that will 
fund Cincinnati’s current and 
new small businesses. 

Alongside the announce-
ment of  the $11 million grant, 
Reece introduced the first cab-
inet office of  small businesses 
in Hamilton County’s history. 
To help small businesses run 
smoothly under new leader-
ship, Reece plans to have a 
quarterly meeting with the 
Greater Cincinnati Chamber 
of  Commerce and all Cham-
bers of  Commerce through-
out Hamilton County. She also 
noted that rotary clubs and 
professional industry organi-
zations will work together to 
make sure the small business 
office is hitting the mark. 

Regarding the safety of  
Hamilton County, she spoke 
on the opioid crisis. One Ohio, 
a new non-profit, is distribut-

ing $32 million in settlement 
money from a lawsuit that 
will go toward prevention 
and lowering the addiction 
rates. The non-profit will be 
led by people with lived opioid 
addiction experiences, small 
business owners and medical 
experts, alongside the board 
of  commissioners and others 
passionate about assisting cit-
izens in drug treatment and 
recovery. 

Hamilton County’s largest 
equity and inclusion project on 
the Ohio River today, accord-
ing to Reece, will be the Black 
Music Walk of  Fame. Situat-
ed in between a stadium and 
a music center, the corridor 
celebrating Black artists, mu-
sicians and songwriters, will 
feature interactive outdoor 
technology, family-friendly 
dance parties, augmented re-
ality, pulse drums that illumi-
nate to the beat and more. Ev-
ery year, new inductees will be 
invited to this tourist location, 
which Reece noted will earn 
money for Hamilton County 
and provide free media expo-
sure. 

Additionally, Reece ex-
pressed that she was working 
hard to deliver the construc-
tion of  an 800-room con-
vention hotel that she hopes 
would increase Cincinnati 
tourism. 

“We’re ready to take ac-
tion,” Reece said. “Our goal is 
to be the number one county 
in America. To live, work and 
visit well. We can only do this 
by working together. 

Photo courtesy of Flickr.com

Tyre Nichols died three days after his altercation with

Photo courtesy of Commons.Wikimedia.org

Hamilton County Board of Commissioners President Alicia Reece 
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Xavier Grad Appointed to City Council

By Reagan Oliver
Guest Writer

As college students, procrastination is a 
way of  life, but are you willing to lose your 
arm to procrastination? 

Procrastination looks different to ev-
eryone. Maybe you are putting off  writing 
that paper or actually walking up to the 
Health United Building, but all forms of  
procrastination can lead to serious health 
consequences. 

Johansson F, Rozental A, Edlund K, et 
al. in 2023 conducted a study among thou-
sands of  university students from Sweden 
to test the effects of  procrastination. The 
researchers linked procrastination rates to 
depression, anxiety, poor sleep quality and 
disabling arm and neck pain. 

To collect data for this study, 3,500 
college students were observed for more 
than nine months to measure both the time 
periods the students would procrastinate 
and the developed health issues. 

The researchers observed that the stu-
dents who procrastinated were more de-
pressed, anxious and sleep-deprived and 
had more cases of  disabling arm and neck 
pain. 

Since the study format these research-
ers chose was observational, it cannot be 
certain that procrastination is the cause 
of  poor health. Still, the results from this 
study and data from previous procrastina-
tion studies show a very strong correlation. 

So what can you do to stop procrastinat-
ing? Well, the options are simple. 

Some scientists, such as Fuschia Sirois, 
suggest working on time management 
skills in order to lower procrastination 
rates. Other scientists like Rozental feel 
that fixing procrastination is as easy as 
putting down your cell phone. 

However, if  you feel that your procras-
tination is beyond your control, psychol-
ogists recommend cognitive behavioral 
therapy. It is easy to push unpleasant tasks 
away, which is in our nature, but it might 
be time to reevaluate our studying prac-
tices until the consequences become too 
great.

Science Simpli� ed

Assault Weapons Ban Introduced
BY PETER MELAHN

A proposed ban on as-
sault-style weapons was re-
introduced in the Senate this 
past week by Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein of  California and 
other Democrats in the wake 
of  two mass shootings in Cal-
ifornia that left a total of  18 
people dead within two days.

The legislation was first 
introduced on Jan. 23, days af-
ter a gunman killed 11 people 
in Monterey Park, California, 
during a Lunar New Year cel-
ebration. Monterey Park, a 
city in Los Angeles County, 
is home to large Asian Amer-
ican and Native Hawaiian/Pa-
cific Islander communities.

“Jill and I are thinking of  
those killed and injured in last 
night’s deadly mass shoot-
ing,” President Joe Biden said 
in a statement. “I directed 
my Homeland Security Ad-
visor to mobilize full federal 
support to local and state au-
thorities as they continue to 
respond and investigate this 
shooting.”

Later that day a different 
gunman killed seven people in 
Half  Moon Bay, California, in 
a pair of  shootings.

Though the weapon used in 

the Half  Moon Bay shooting 
was identified as a handgun, 
the gun used in Monterey 
Park was identified by author-
ities as an assault-style weap-
on. This comes just months 
after a shooting in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, in which a 
gunman shot and killed five 
people with an assault rifle.

The day after the Half  
Moon Bay shooting, Biden 
released another statement 
announcing that “Senator 
Feinstein — along with Sena-
tors Murphy, Blumenthal and 
others — reintroduced a fed-
eral assault weapons ban that 
would raise the minimum pur-
chase age for assault weapons 
to 21.” Currently, the minimum 
age required to purchase an as-
sault weapon is 18.

Sen. Feinstein, along with 
Sens. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) and Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.), have introduced two 
bills in the Senate. The first of  
which is  a complete federal 
ban on certain assault weapons, 
while the second proposed bill 
takes less of  a hardline stance 
and would merely raise the 
minimum age to purchase such 
weapons to 21.

The last time legislation 
regarding control of  assault 
weapons was successfully 
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By Reagan Oliver

As college students, procrastination is a 
way of  life, but are you willing to lose your 
arm to procrastination? 

Procrastination looks different to ev-
eryone. Maybe you are putting off  writing 
that paper or actually walking up to the 

Science Simpli� ed

passed through the Senate 
was in 1994. The 1994 as-
sault weapons ban, pushed 
through the upper chamber by 
then-senator Biden, prevented 
the sale of  more than a doz-
en specific assault weapons 
and banned the further sale 
of  magazines that can hold 
more than 10 rounds of  am-
munition. The legislation was 
set to only be in effect for a de-
cade, expiring in 2004.

The 1994 ban proved to be 
a bipartisan piece of  legisla-
tion. The current ban, how-
ever, will likely have a harder 
time making it through Con-
gress. Though the Democrats, 
who proposed the ban, control 
the Senate, the House is con-
trolled by the Republicans, 
who fear such a ban would 
infringe on the second amend-
ment rights laid out in the 
Constitution. Still, Biden con-
tinues to advocate for it. 

“I urge both chambers of  
Congress to act quickly and 
deliver this Assault Weapons 
Ban to my desk,” Biden stated.

March For Our Lives sup-
ports an assault weapons ban.

“This isn’t a talking point, 
it’s a crisis. The time has 
passed for our leaders to take 
action,” the group said in a 
statement.

Health United Building, but all forms of  
procrastination can lead to serious health 
consequences. 

Johansson F, Rozental A, Edlund K, et 
al. in 2023 conducted a study among thou-
sands of  university students from Sweden 
to test the effects of  procrastination. The 
researchers linked procrastination rates to 
depression, anxiety, poor sleep quality and 
disabling arm and neck pain. 

To collect data for this study, 3,500 
college students were observed for more 
than nine months to measure both the time 
periods the students would procrastinate 
and the developed health issues. 

The researchers observed that the stu-
dents who procrastinated were more de-
pressed, anxious and sleep-deprived and 
had more cases of  disabling arm and neck 
pain. 

Since the study format these research-
ers chose was observational, it cannot be 
certain that procrastination is the cause 
of  poor health. Still, the results from this 
study and data from previous procrastina-
tion studies show a very strong correlation. 

So what can you do to stop procrastinat-
ing? Well, the options are simple. 

Some scientists, such as Fuschia Sirois, 
suggest working on time management 

and the developed health issues. 
The researchers observed that the stu-

suggest working on time management 
skills in order to lower procrastination 
rates. Other scientists like Rozental feel 
that fixing procrastination is as easy as 
putting down your cell phone. 

However, if  you feel that your procras-
tination is beyond your control, psychol-
ogists recommend cognitive behavioral 
therapy. It is easy to push unpleasant tasks 
away, which is in our nature, but it might 
be time to reevaluate our studying prac-
tices until the consequences become too 
great.

Seth Walsh, a Xavier grad-
uate and the former chief  
executive officer of  the Col-
lege Hill Community Urban 
Redevelopment Corporation 
(CHCURC), was officially ap-
pointed as the newest member 
of  the Cincinnati City Council 
in December.  

Walsh was chosen from 
nearly 40 applicants by Coun-
cilmember Reggie Harris to 
serve on City Council for the 
next year and fill the coun-
cil seat vacated by current 
U.S. Rep. Greg Landsman 
(D-Ohio). Harris emphasized 
Walsh’s experience in equita-
ble urban community devel-
opment in the College Hill 
neighborhood as a prominent 
factor in his decision to select 
Walsh for the position. 

During his time as the 
chief  executive officer of  CH-

CURC, Walsh and his team 
worked with residents, small 
business owners, neighbor-
hood associations and the city 
of  Cincinnati to revive the 
Hamilton Avenue Business 
District found within College 
Hill. The company’s efforts 
have brought nearly $85 mil-
lion in economic investment 
to the neighborhood, with $65 
million in transformations to 
come in the years ahead.  

Under the leadership of  
Walsh, CHCURC facilitated 
the building and preserva-
tion of  more than 300 hous-
ing units in College Hill, with 
forty percent of  those units 
being affordable housing for 
residents. The company also 
helped with creating and 
maintaining 21 local small 
businesses in the neighbor-
hood.  

“At College Hill, I learned 
how to keep the communi-
ty engaged, how to make the 

community’s vision become a 
reality and how to do it in a 
way that when you start see-
ing success, the community 
that began the process is still 
the community that’s there 
when that’s happening. So, the 
development is actually truly 
equitable for the community 
as a whole,” Walsh said.

Before joining CHCURC, 
Walsh also served as the 
executive director of  the 
Sedamsville Community De-
velopment Corporation and 
as the assistant director for 
the Community Develop-
ment Corporation Association 
of  Greater Cincinnati, now 
known as Homebase.  

He cites his undergraduate 
education at Xavier, graduat-
ing with a degree in political 
science, and his role as SGA 
president his senior year as 
extremely influential in his 
choice to work in community 
development. 

“After I graduated from 
Xavier, I got a lot of  fulfill-
ment out of  being able to help 
people achieve their goals and 
visions and looked for a job 
that allowed me to do that. 
I found that I wanted to be 
someone that can be helpful 
and impactful for others be-
cause being SGA president 
showed me the impact that 
your actions can have in a 
leadership role,” he detailed.  

“That is why I was will-
ing to take this role. I spent a 
lot of  time constantly think-
ing I can, and I want to, and 
that comes back to my Xavi-
er roots; they’ve really helped 
that flourish,” Walsh added.

As a councilmember, Walsh 
plans to use his experience, 
and especially his work with 
CHCURC, to continue the 
work City Council seeks to 
address, specifically affordable 

housing.   
“The opportunity coming 

forward was that I could keep 
what I learned in college to 
myself, or I could really use 
this opportunity to go spread 
it to the rest of  the 52 neigh-
borhoods in Cincinnati. I just 
chose to use what I learned 
over the last seven years and 
pay it forward. And I think 
that we have a council, we 
have a mayor and we have 
an administration trying to 
achieve what’s been done in 
College Hill throughout the 
entire city,” Walsh said.  

“We’re a city of  neighbor-
hoods and that’s so critical 
and so important, so beautiful 
about Cincinnati, but we’re 
also all Cincinnati, and we’re 
all really in this boat in the 
same direction. And we’re 
stronger when we work to-
gether,” he added. 

Photo courtesy of Friends of Seth Walsh
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In an interview on Jan. 24, 
Pope Francis, in a radical, un-
heard-of  and revolutionary 
shift, stated that being gay is 
not a crime. Headlines, activ-
ists and Catholics who just 
don’t agree with that lifestyle 
are praising his fresh take on 
queer rights as a significant 
milestone for LGBT+ equal-
ity.  

However, I think it neces-
sary to put a giant asterisk 
on every headline that reads 
“Pope says being gay is not a 
crime,” because he was quite 
insistent that it was still a sin. 
In other words, in the Pope’s 
eyes being gay isn’t illegal, it’s 
just deeply immoral — simply 
a transgression against divine 
law, no biggie. 

That said, my issue with 
this situation is not what the 
pope said. For him to say be-
ing gay isn’t a crime only to 
follow up urging that it’s still 
a sin, while it made me roll my 
eyes, is unshocking and typi-
cal behavior from the leaders 
of  the Catholic Church.  

What is infuriating is how 
people have praised him for 
these rather contradictory 
and unremarkable statements. 

He made headlines and cele-
brated as a major proponent 
for queer rights, but queer ad-
vocates and non-profits who 
have worked tirelessly for 
years making far more prog-
ress for the queer community 
rarely get mentioned. 

Over 300 discriminatory 
anti-LGBT+ bills were in-
troduced in 2022 across the 
U.S., and 91% failed to become 
law according to the Human 
Rights Campaign. I highly 
doubt Pope Francis’ lackluster 
and backhanded statements 
regarding queer people had 
anything to do with it.  

We should be thanking 
these advocacy groups and 
non-profit organizations 
who dedicate themselves to 
improving the lives and le-
gal equality of  queer people. 
They didn’t simply say being 
queer isn’t a crime; they or-
ganized and valiantly fought 
against every piece of  legisla-
tion that attempts to deem it 
so. Where are their headlines? 

On the other end, giving 
credit where credit is due 
also means holding people ac-
countable. Congratulations to 
the pope for his advocacy for 

queer people. He gets a gold 
star and a pat on the back. 
Now, let’s talk about the cen-
turies of  oppression the Cath-
olic Church has led and to 
which it has contributed. 

These religious institutions 
know the significant role they 
play in public opinion, and 
with that they chose to fos-
ter an-
ti-LGBT+ 
att i tudes 
that have 
o t h e r e d 
queer peo-
ple and 
g o t t e n 
them harmed or killed.   

As previously mentioned, 
the pope quickly contended 
with his comments, affirming 
that being gay is still a sin. 
These tend to be the same 
words spoken by parents to 
justify abandoning and kick-
ing their child out the house. 
It’s the justification for sub-
jecting young queer kids to 
conversion therapy despite 
years of  research demonstrat-
ing the harm and trauma it 
causes. It’s the same language 
that entitles right wing ex-
tremists armed with AR-15s 

to stand outside of  events 
where drag queens read chil-
dren’s books to young kids. 
It’s the same language that 
leads to droves of  homophobic 
parents to attend school board 
meetings to claim teachers are 
indoctrinating their kids by 
the mere presence of  queer 
representation.  

The list 
goes on of  
course, but the 
most import-
ant thing to 
realize is that 
it’s this kind 
of  language 

that slips into lawmakers’ 
minds when they write an-
ti-LGBT+ legislation. 

We cannot deny the role 
religion has played in our 
country’s legislative process. 
These discriminatory bills 
are the culmination of  it, and 
after witnessing these conse-
quences for decades, the best 
the pope can muster up is 
saying that being gay is not a 
crime but is a sin? 

If  the pope wants to do 
something truly impactful for 
the queer community, then 
he should be advocating for 

dissolving and discrediting 
religious institutions’ involve-
ment in government and pol-
icy making, and the Catholic 
church needs to make a far 
more significant leap towards 
accepting the queer commu-
nity. Instead, he makes state-
ments that reveal just how 
archaic and behind the times 
religious institutions are. 
They drag their feet as queer 
activists march forward and it 
significantly impairs the prog-
ress that can be made. That is 
not worth celebrating. 

 

The Pope’s Speech is just a Start

In Defense of Norwood
Norwood is a beautiful 

community. It is a diverse 
community. And it is a com-
munity I was raised in.  

Also Norwood Kroger? 
The one Xavier students re-
fer to as “Kro-ghetto?” That’s 
where my family got our gro-
ceries. “Nor-hood?” That’s 
where I went on playdates, 
went for bike rides and spent 
my time as a child.  

I grew up just minutes 
from campus and never once 
interacted with or met a Xavi-
er student or faculty member 
until I started at Xavier. The 
“Xavier Bubble” is real — I’ve 
experienced it firsthand.  

Xavier talks a good game 
about engaging with and sup-
porting the community, but 
we regularly allow for classist 
and racist language to be used 
to describe a neighborhood 
in which Xavier resides. This 
comes not only from students 
but from faculty as well.  

Referring to our neighbors 
as living in a ghetto and com-
ing up with demeaning names 

for community establishments 
is not only classist and racist, 
but it only furthers the divide 
between Xavier and the com-
munity. 

As a Community Engaged 
Fellow, I commit to 10 hours 
a week of  community service. 
This program is designed to 
help bridge the gap and “pop 
the bubble.”  

One of  my service sites is 
at the Life of  the World Cafe. 
Located in Norwood, the cafe 
is a pay-as-you-can breakfast 
spot that serves the surround-
ing community. Primarily 
volunteer run, all of  the food 
made is grown locally and 
prepared fresh everyday.  

The people who run it are 
neighbors, the people we serve 
are neighbors. Community 
is the point. And that’s what 
I love most about Norwood:  
the community, the people.  

Norwood residents genu-
inely care about each other. I 
was speaking with a guest at 
the Life of  the World Cafe 
a few weeks ago, and he was 

describing to me how at the 
beginning of  every semes-
ter, he approaches the Xavier 
students living on his street 
and knock on the door, give 
them his phone number (and 
occasionally baked goods) and 
try to establish a relationship 
with them.  

There are ways we, as stu-
dents, can help to break this 
cycle though. Get off  campus, 
visit local businesses and stop 
demeaning our communities.  

There are so many local 
establishments you can visit 
in Norwood. Quatman Cafe, 
Gordo’s Pub and Grill, Sor-
rento’s Italian and more are 
all in close proximity to cam-
pus. 

Many Xavier students fre-
quent Rookwood Commons 
for retail shopping or the 
restaurants without realizing 
that it is located in Norwood. 
Norwood is an expansive 
and diverse community and 
one that all Xavier students 
should strive to support and 
care for. 

Whether walking, biking, 
driving or taking public trans-
portation, there are endless 
means to get off  campus and 
into our surrounding commu-
nities. Finding ways to con-
nect and immerse yourself  in 
Norwood and other neighbor-
hoods should be something 
every Xavier student strives 
to do in their four years here. 

But this isn’t just on us. 
The university should be find-
ing more ways to connect us 
with our communities, wheth-
er through hosting communi-
ty events on campus, creating 
experiential opportunities 
for students in Norwood or 
through other means. It can’t 
be all on students, most of  
whom are brand new to the 
area, to figure this out on their 
own.  

In addition, the university 
should be doing more to mod-
el this behavior for students. 
Xavier should be proud to 
reside partially in Norwood. 
The University could certain-
ly do more to promote and 

take pride in this. 
The next time you catch 

yourself  or one of  your 
friends referring to Nor-
wood as the “Nor-hood” or 
Kroger as the “Kro-ghetto,” 
stop and think. Not only is it 
racist, classist and perpetuat-
ing harmful stereotypes, it’s 
harming Xavier’s relationship 
to our surrounding communi-
ty and neighborhoods. 

This is my neighborhood; 
this is my home. Respect it. 

Ethan Nichols is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Philosphy, 
Politics and the Public 
and English double 
major from Cincinna-
ti. 
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Jackson Hare is the 
Education and En-
richment Coordinator 
for Newswire. He is a 
Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public and 
psychology double 
major from Chardon, 
Ohio.

The Pope should be advo-
cating for dissolving and 
discrediting religious in-
stitutions’ involvement 
in government and policy 
making.
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time, and they would score a 
touchdown off  a Tee Higgins 
grab to tie up the game 13-
13. 

Kansas City would re-
spond with another Mahomes 
touchdown to wide receiver 
Marquez Valdez-Scantling 

and sack Burrow again to get 
the ball back up seven.

However, on the Chief ’s 
drive, the ball slipped out of  
Mahomes’ hand as he was go-
ing into a throwing motion 
and was recovered by line-
man Sam Hubbard to give 

the Bengals the ball and mo-
mentum back. Samaje Perine 
would score on a two-yard 
draw to tie the game up at 20 
with 14 minutes to go.

Though Burrow was  
picked off  again on an under-
thrown ball, the Bengals de-

Chiefs Take Down Bengals to Win The AFC Title
fense held, forcing the Chiefs 
to punt the ball away twice 
and give the Bengals the ball 
with two minutes left. 

However, a highly-ques-
tionable intentional ground-
ing penalty on Burrow and 
a late sack would force the 
Bengals to punt with 40 sec-
onds left.

The Chiefs looked to need 
a miracle field goal to hold 
off  overtime, but Mahomes 
was hit late out of  bounds 
by defensive end Joseph Os-
sai, adding an extra 15 yards 
to the end of  the play and 
setting up a 45-yard field 
goal attempt. 

Butker nailed the field 
goal, sending the Chiefs to 
the Super Bowl and ending 
the Bengals’ season in heart-
breaking fashion.

Burrow went 26/41 for 
270 yards, a touchdown and 
two interceptions. He was 
sacked five times.

Ossai had an excellent 
game before the penalty, 
making five solo tackles at 
the line, a tackle for loss and 
two quarterback hits.

The Bengals season has 
come to an end, with a final 
record of  14-5. Their 12 
regular season wins are the 
most since the 2015-16 sea-
son. The Chiefs now move 
on to face the Philadelphia 
Eagles in the Super Bowl.

The Xavier men’s tennis 
team traveled to Cleveland 
last weekend to take on Cleve-
land State and St. Bonaven-
ture, while the Women’s team 
visited Dayton for a match 
before finishing off  their 
weekend at Miami of  Ohio. 

The men’s team was look-
ing to build off  their first win 
of  the season against North-
ern Kentucky two weeks ago 
but needed better perfor-
mances on the road where 
their season began. 

On the other hand, the 
women’s team sought to get 
back on track after losing nar-
rowly to Notre Dame their 
previous time on the court.

The men’s team went with 
their usual lineup despite 
dropping their first doubles 
match but responded with a 
gut wrenching win as Swit-
zerland native Pascal Mos-
berger helped take down the 
Vikings in a tiebreaker set 
alongside senior Cambell Na-
kayama. 

Mosberger is a junior at 
Xavier making his Muske-
teer Tennis debut in well-de-
served fashion with a key 
double win, swinging the 
momentum to Xavier while 
Sophomore Marco Pennelli 
and junior Jorge Santamaria 

won the final doubles match 
6-4.

Nakayama won his match 
in the third set although Ca-
hill dropped his match, losing 
in the third set despite win-
ning the first set by dominat-
ing the tiebreaker. 

Deacon, Santamaria, Pen-
nelli and freshman Kyle To-
torica all prevailed in their 
singles matches, sweeping 

each opponent as the Mus-
keteers beat Cleveland State 
4-3.

The men’s tennis squad 
had no days off  as they hit 
the courts Sunday morning 
against St. Bonaventure, com-
ing off  their 4-3 win against 
Cleveland State. 

Xavier wasn’t done win-
ning and swept St. Bonaven-
ture in doubles.

The Cincinnati Bengals 
fell just short of  their second 
straight AFC Championship 
win against the Kansas City 
Chiefs 23-20 due to a last-sec-
ond field goal by Harrison 
Butker.

After their dominant win 
in Orchard Park against the 
Bills last week, confidence 
was at an all-time high. Play-
ers and fans were deeming 
Arrowhead Stadium “Bur-
rowhead” thanks to Joe Bur-
row’s 3-0 record against Kan-
sas City quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes coming into the 
game. Cincinnati’s own May-
or, Aftab Pureval,, ordered a 
paternity test of  Mahomes to 
show that Joe Burrow was his 
father. 

With Mahomes and the 
Chiefs’ defense banged up, the 
Bengals had a prime oppor-
tunity to return to the Super 
Bowl.

However, the offense was 
stifled out of  the gate, with 
Burrow getting sacked three 
times in the first nine plays of  
the game. 

Despite managing to kick 
a field goal, a brutal Burrow 
interception would bury the 
Bengals in a 13-3 hole.

Cincinnati was able to 
score a field goal before half-

Kansas City made plays in cruch time vs. Cincy to advance to the Super Bowl

Xavier crushed St. 
Bonaventure with a 6-1 vic-
tory and swept the weekend, 
creating great momentum 
against IUPUI Friday and 
Indiana Sunday.

Coming off  their tough 
loss against Notre Dame two 
weeks ago, Xaviers’ wom-
en’s team opened the Friday 
night lights matchup against 
Dayton with a clean sweep in 

BY SPENCER TRACY doubles. 
Freshman Abby Nugent 

and Emily Flowers, along 
with junior Imani Graham, 
steam-rolled their opponents 
by a combined 36-10 score 
over three matches. 

Junior Blessing Nwaozuzu 
took her opponent to three 
sets and prevailed, beating 
her opponent 6-1 in the first 
and third sets, resulting in a 
Flyers embarrassing 7-0 loss. 

Miami of  Ohio was the 
next victim for the tennis 
squad coming off  their most 
dominant win of  the season; 
however, they were quick-
ly humbled after only taking 
one of  three in their doubles 
matches. 

Nugent finished first with 
a quick win along with Flow-
ers, who also swept her oppo-
nent, as Nugent and Flowers 
finished with an undefeated 
record this weekend. 

Graham lost in her third 
set despite a strong 6-1 sec-
ond set win while freshman 
Abigail Siminski won in three 
dueling sets improving her 
overall singles record to 3-2. 

Xavier’s strong efforts 
served well as they took down 
Miami 4-3 making it a perfect 
weekend for Xavier tennis. 

The Musketeer women’s 
team will hit the road to face 
Indiana and Purdue next 
weekend.

Musketeer Tennis Records Undefeated Weekend

BY PAT GAINOR

Xavier tennis was dominant over the weekend, winning all four of its matches
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Xavier Hoops Drops Big East Game to Creighton

Xavier lost in convinc-
ing fashion at the hands of  
Creighton in Omaha on Sat-
urday.

The Blue Jays won 84-67, 
holding Xavier to its second 
lowest scoring performance 
of  the season.  This was the 
second away game this week 
after an impressive road win 
over a ranked Connecticut 
team. 

Zach Freemantle led the 
way for the Musketeers with 
18 points while chipping in 
five rebounds. 

Part of  the problem for the 
Musketeers was the fact that 
Freemantle and Jack Nunge 
each were called for a couple 
of  early fouls which limit-
ed their playing time. Col-
by Jones and Adam Kunkel 
scored 13 points each.

Creighton took advantage 
of  Xavier’s big man trou-
ble as the team’s two leading 
scorers in this game were for-
ward Arthur Kaluma and 7’1” 
center Ryan Kalkbrenner. It 
was an evenly dispersed scor-
ing game for Creighton, as 
they rarely struggled to score 
on the Musketeers.

Creighton started the sea-
son as a preseason top 10 
team in the country and rose 
to number seven before an ill-
timed injury to Kalkbrenner. 

The team slid out of  the 

national rankings, but the tal-
ent that impressed national 
analysts is still there.

The 17-point loss was the 
first double-digit defeat for 
the Musketeers after their 
first four losses came as a 
combined 14 points. 

This loss split the season 
series between Creighton and 
Xavier, as the first matchup of  
the year ended in a three-point 
Xavier win in the second week 
of  January.

A cold day shooting put the 
Musketeers behind the eight-
ball early. Big East Player 
of  the Year candidate and 
scoring leader Souley Boum 
struggled to find the bottom 
of  the basket.  

Xavier didn’t lead outside 
of  the first five minutes of  
this game, though the deficit 
was trimmed by a couple of  
small runs in the second half.

Head Coach Sean Miller 
made sure to give credit to 

With world champion 
Magnus Carlsen declining to 
defend his title and the 2023 
world chess championship 
quickly approaching, the chess 
community has concluded its 
first major tournament of  the 
year, Tata Steel, with the fi-
nal results of  the prestigious 
Masters section surprising 
many fans.

The 85th Tata Steel Tour-
nament began on Friday, Jan. 
13 and concluded late last 
Sunday. The Masters cate-
gory was the focus of  much 
attention over the weeks as 
it featured some of  the big-
gest names in chess, including 
reigning World Chess Cham-
pion Magnus Carlsen, as well 
as a competitor for this year’s 
title, Ding Liren.

Going into the tournament, 
Magnus Carlsen was the clear 
favorite to take home the tro-
phy. Being the highest rated 
player in chess history, expec-
tations were high for Carlsen 
at the beginning of  the week.

However, the Norwegian 
Grandmaster resigned after 
a rough endgame against the 
Dutch champion and fifth-rat-
ed player worldwide, Anish 
Giri early on in the tourna-
ment. 

In his next game Carlsen 
would lose again, defeated by 
chess prodigy Nodirbek Ab-

dusattorov. The loss would 
drop Carlsen to 13 out of  16 
in tournament standings and 
mark the first time he had lost 
two consecutive games of  
classical chess in over seven 
years.

Fans and analysts also pro-
jected a stellar performance 
from Chinese Grandmaster 
Ding Liren, who is currently 
the second-highest rated play-
er in the world and slated to 
compete for the title of  World 
Chess Champion later this 
year. 

Liren started the tourna-
ment with a victory over Indi-
an prodigy and Grandmaster 

Gukesh Dommaraju. 
Liren, however, would not 

be able to replicate his round 
one victory. While disciplined 
play led Liren to an impressive 
nine draws, his inability to 
close out more games led to an 
unexpected 12th place finish.

After a heartbreaking loss 
in a final tiebreaker during 
Tata Steel 2021 and a rela-
tively uneventful year in 2022, 
Dutch Grandmaster Anish 
Giri returned to Amsterdam 
this year with a vengeance and 
claimed first place. 

Giri played ruthlessly, as 
nine highly disciplined games 
ended in draws.  He seemed 

Xavier men’s basketball struggled on the road against Creighton on Saturday, losing 84-67. Though the game did not end in a close score, 
senior guard Adam Kunkel and junior guard Colby Jones kept the Musketeers in striking distance in the second half scoring 13 points apiece. 

Creighton saying, “I think 
they’re one of  college bas-
ketball’s best teams”. Creigh-
ton is considered one of  the 
tougher places to play in the 
Big East, and the team has 
bounced back from a brutal 
December to be considered 
a likely NCAA Tournament 
team.

The loss knocked Xavier 
down a hair to #16 in the AP 
Poll with nine games to go be-
fore the Big East conference 

tournament.
The conference wide re-

sults this weekend brought 
the Big East to a three-way tie 
at the top of  the conference as 
Xavier, Marquette and Provi-
dence all sit at 9-2 in the con-
ference.  

Creighton currently sits 
at 7-3 in the Big East. Xavi-
er’s next game is at home on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for a 
Top 25 matchup against Prov-
idence.

Anish Giri Defeats Field, Wins Tata Steele

to see every mistake his oppo-
nents made in his other four 
games, leading him to defeat 
the first and second ranked 
players in the world, allowing 
him to finish the tournament 
without a single loss.

Rounding out the podium 
was rising star Nodirbek Ab-
dusattorov. However, a diffi-
cult loss to Dutch Grandmas-
ter Jorden Van Foreest would 
cause the Uzbek Grandmaster 
to fall to second place. 

While it was his only loss, 
Abdusattorovs’ eight draws 
caused him to finish tied for 
second with  reigning champi-
on Magnus Carlsen.

BY CARTER ROOS

BY DANIEL KELLY

Sports
Banter
Denver Gets Payton:

Following a dreadful 5-12 
season that began with 

high hopes and ended with 
nothing but questions, the 
Denver Broncoas aquired 
Head Coach Sean Payton 

from the New Orleans 
Saints in exchange for a 

first round pick. 
 

Texans Hire Ryans:
The Houston Texans 

finished last season 3-13-
1, firing then head coach 
Lovie Smith. To take his 

place at the helm, Houston 
inked a six-year deal with 

San Fransisco 49ers defen-
sive coordinator DeMeco 

Ryans.

Freemantle Injured:
Xavier men’s basketball 

suffered a serious blow this 
past week, losing star for-
ward Zach Freemantle to 
a left foot injury, likely to 
sideline him for a month. 
Freemantle is among the 

leaders in the country 
for big men in shooting 

efficency and is averaging 
just over eight rebounds 

per game.

Dutch Grandmaster Anish Giri took home the 2023 Tata Steele tounament title, defeating several 
formidable opponents along the way. Giri won games against the number one and two players in the world.

Photo courtesy of commons.wikipedia.com
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BY BEN THOMSON

TÁR follows the world 
renowned, EGOT winning, 
self-proclaimed “U-Haul les-
bian” genius composer Lyd-
ia Tár (Cate Blanchett) — a 
woman of  such magnitude 
that the film introduces us to 
her twice. 

First, she is introduced 
through the lens of  social 
media: a livestream text chat 
recording her as she sleeps. It 
deconstructs her person, her 
myth. 

Second, she is introduced 
through the lens of  tradi-
tional media: a live sympo-
sium with New Yorker writ-
er Adam Gopnik singing her 
praises and allowing her a 
chance to speak on her pro-
cess and reminisce about her 
time mentoring under Leon-
ard Bernstein. What defines 
her most, genius or hubris?

Todd Field, the film’s di-
rector and writer, drowns you 
in this dichotomy but has no 
interest in advocating for ei-
ther. He often places Blanch-
ett in front of  a mirror, al-
lowing us to literally see two 
Lydias in frame. Since the 

character is in (with one or 
two exceptions) every scene 
of  the film, our picture of  
Lydia Tár is a complete one. 

You’re in love with her 
highest. You detest her low-
est. You struggle to define 
her as one thing. In fact, while 
speaking to the Director’s 
Guild of  America, Field ad-
mitted that he bounced be-
tween loving and hating his 
creation depending on the day.

TÁR may be the brainchild 
of  Field, but Tár is nothing 
without Cate Blanchett. Lydia 
works onscreen because she is 

a creation in real life and with-
in the world of  the film. 

Blanchett’s attention to 
detail is most certainly the 
reason many film goers as-
sumed this film was a biopic. 
Her presence is electric. Her 
charm is magnetic. Blanchett 
slides into Lydia’s sockless 
loafers with such grace, such 
ease. One can easily forget 
that this is a performance. 

With this character, 
Blanchett finds herself  in the 
lineage of  the great tour de 
force performances in Ameri-
can film. Orson Welles in Cit-

izen Kane. Daniel Day Lewis 
in There Will Be Blood. Cate 
Blanchett in TÁR. And much 
like those characters, we’re 
not entirely sure how we feel 
about her.

Many critics have hailed 
TÁR as the first great film 
about cancel culture, though 
I feel that cheapens the film’s 
appeal. If  it isn’t clear by now, 
the film is about the myth and 
truth of  Lydia. Field’s fascina-
tions lie in the concept of  real 
time re-examination. 

Make no mistake, Lydia Tár 
is a genius. But we watch said 

genius exert her power for her 
own gain. At one point, Lydia 
threatens a six-year-old girl 
for bullying her own child, 
saying, “If  you tell an adult, 
nobody will believe you.”

In one scene, Lydia picks 
an intellectual fight with Max 
(Zethphan Smith-Gneist), a 
BIPOC, pangendered indi-
vidual who refuses to engage 
with “misogynist” Bach. In no 
uncertain terms, Lydia wins 
the debate. Bach’s identity, 
scandalous as it may be, has 
nothing to do with his talent 
or influence. 

To truly engage with your 
art and the history behind it, 
one must lose themself  in its 
process. As Lydia puts it, “You 
must in fact stand in front of  
the public and God and oblit-
erate yourself.” The sentiment 
may ring true, but it’s hard to 
ignore the advantage Lydia 
holds over Max, who bare-
ly gets a word in while their 
hero destroys them in front 
of  a class of  their peers. She 
didn’t teach Max anything. 

Lydia’s genius comes from 
her ability to subjugate her-
self  to her art, even if  it 
means destroying others to 
do so.

Learn, Love and Cry With 
A Man Called Otto

BY KAYLA ROSS

He’s not unfriendly. Or, at 
least, that’s what Otto tells his 
new neighbors after scream-
ing and kicking them out of  
their own car.

When I went to see A Man 
Called Otto, all I knew was that 
it was another Tom Hanks 
movie. I had heard it had In-
stant Family vibes and was just 
another feel-good movie, but 
this oversimplifies the film. 
A Man Called Otto is a secret-
ly insightful commentary on 
men’s mental health, illustrat-
ing the isolation men often 
feel. Otto has few friends, and 
none with whom he feels com-
fortable sharing his struggle. 

A Man Called Otto opens 
with a man — the character 
of  Otto, portrayed by Tom 
Hanks — heckling a presum-
ably teenage employee at a 
hardware store. He holds up 
the checkout line for five min-
utes of  screentime, refusing 
to be charged for three feet of  
rope because he only cut two. 

As Otto goes home, the 
audience immediately is put 
off  by their protagonist as 
they watch him disrupt every 
neighbor and passerby on his 
street. It seems as though his 
life’s work has been devoted 
to keeping the neighborhood 
in perfect condition, despite 
it costing him every ounce of  
likeability. 

Otto is a miserable man — 
he is childless, widowed and 
newly retired. His misfortunes 

add up, and he hangs a noose 
in front of  his living room 
windows. He does not end up 
using it, however, because he 
is distracted by the arrival of  
his new neighbor,  Marisol. 

Marisol is a new light to 
Otto’s story. Marisol’s family 
needs abundant help, as Mari-
sol is new to Otto’s neighbor-
hood and has two small chil-
dren with another on the way 
very soon. Marisol inexplica-
bly senses Otto’s loneliness 
and tries to spend time with 
him and bring him food in an 
attempt to get him to warm 
up to her — her relentless at-
tempts prevent Otto from tak-
ing his own life. 

Otto’s misery is explained 
as the movie weaves in the vi-
brant love story of  the early 
1970s into the main plot to tell 
the story of  when he met his 
late wife, Sonya. The charac-
ter of  young Otto is portrayed 
by Tom Hanks’ real-life son, 
Truman Hanks, which allows 
for a seamless connectivity 
between the emotions of  love 
Otto felt when he met his wife 
and the polarity of  the pain he 
felt when he lost his wife. 

The flashback scenes of  
this movie were my favorite 
part. Sonya, portrayed by Ra-
chel Keller, brings the screen 
to life and gives the audience 
meaning behind the suffering 

TÁR is Blanchett’s Nuanced Triumph

of  Otto. 
Young Otto and Sonya are 

electric and immensely heart-
warming together. These 
scenes are shown in a hazy, 
golden vintage style, while 
the modern day scenes look 
rainy and bleak, which almost 
made me feel like I was watch-
ing two different stories in the 
best way. The styling choices 
move the audience to feel the 
emptiness in Otto’s life. 

A Man Called Otto also ex-
plores the struggle and isola-
tion queer teens, specifically 
transgender teens, face every 
day. Otto takes a liking to the 
newspaper boy, Malcolm, who 
comes out as trans to Otto. 

Malcolm was a student of  
Sonya’s and tells Otto that 
Sonya always made him feel 
accepted in who he was. This 
movie handles both of  these 
serious, relevant topics ex-
pertly. 

A Man Called Otto current-
ly has a 69% rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, but I am calling 
this movie an absolute must-
see. Every single person in 
the movie theater cried during 
my viewing. This movie is so 
beautifully done and is a much  
needed reminder to be kind to 
everyone no matter what, be-
cause we can never know the 
struggles people are facing 
behind closed doors. 

• Doja Cat shocked fans with a full-
body, bejeweled red look at the 
Haute Couture Spring/Summer 
2023 show in Paris (Jan. 24).

• Niall Horan announced his new 
single “Heaven” that will be re-
leased Feb. 17 (Jan. 26).

• Florence Pugh revealed she will 
make her Met Gala debut and re-
lease music this year (Jan. 28). 

• Harry Styles ripped Gucci pants 
while performing at his Los Ange-
les concert (Jan. 28).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON
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BY ADDISON BURKE

The Academy of  Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences an-
nounced the highly-anticipat-
ed nominations for the 95th 
Academy Awards last Tues-
day. 

The past year has seen the 
release of  a slew of  critical-
ly-acclaimed films. Dozens 
of  actors and filmmakers are 
vying for wins, so staff  writ-
er and movie enthusiast Ad-
dison Burke is here to break 
down the nominees for the 
top categories and predict 
who should go home with the 
coveted golden trophy.

Best Picture
Per usual, Best Picture is 

one of  the most contentious 
categories of  the Academy 
Awards. Many blockbuster 
fan favorites of  the past year 
have been nominated, includ-
ing Top Gun: Maverick, Avatar: 
The Way of  Water and Elvis, 
so the Best Picture winner 
will certainly be divisive, no 
matter who wins.

One favorite, though, is 
Everything Everywhere All at 
Once, the genre-hopping ad-
venture that has quickly be-
come a cult hit. Praised as 

both confusing and enchant-
ing, Everything Everywhere 
All at Once has already made a 
splash with wins at the Gold-
en Globes and the Critics’ 
Choice Awards, leading many 
to believe it may take home 
the top prize at the Oscars.

Best Actor
After the media obsession 

with Austin Butler’s meth-
od acting in preparation for 
(and perhaps even after) his 
starring role in Elvis, many 
movie fans would be shocked 
if  he doesn’t win Best Actor 
in a leading role. Butler was 

praised for his almost eerie 
emulation of  the musical sen-
sation, and Elvis is in the run-
ning for several other large 
awards. The recent death of  
his daughter Lisa Marie Pres-
ley could also make this a sen-
timental tribute decision.

Best Actress
Michelle Yeoh’s ability to 

be comedic and serious in Ev-
erything Everywhere All at Once 
blew audiences away and gar-
nered Yeoh critical acclaim. 
The awards frenzy around 
Everything Everywhere All at 
Once may continue with Yeoh 

beating out competitors like 
TÁR’s Cate Blanchett.

Animated Feature Film
Pixar’s Turning Red was 

an audience favorite last year, 
telling an endearing story 
about the importance of  sup-
port systems and how to sur-
round yourself  with those 
you care about. Sandra Oh’s 
voice acting has been praised 
among a talented cast of  stars 
that brought this family favor-
ite to life.

Best Original Song
Rihanna’s “Lift Me Up,” 

featured in the Marvel Stu-
dios hit Black Panther: Wakan-
da Forever has been hailed as 
an heartwarming tribute to 
the late Black Panther himself, 
Chadwick Boseman. One piece 
of  an ensemble rap/R&B 
soundtrack, “Lift Me Up” is 
an emotional choice for Best 
Original Song favored by fans 
of  Boseman and Rihanna.

Best Visual Effects & 
Sound

These are two different cat-
egories, but it is very possible 
that Avatar: The Way of  Water 
will sweep both. Even among 
those who have criticized Av-
atar’s plot, the visual effects 
and sound of  the world of  
Pandora have been unilater-
ally praised for bringing the 
viewer on an immersive jour-
ney alongside the characters. 
The original Avatar won the 
Oscar for Best Visual Effects 
at the Academy Awards in 
2010, so it has the chance to 
win again 13 years later.

The 95th Academy Awards 
will take place on March 12, 
giving you enough time to 
make predictions of  your own 
and eagerly anticipate finding 
out if  you’re a winner or loser 
this awards season.

Fireside Pizza Fires Up New Chili-Themed Pie
BY ETHAN NICHOLS

Chili? On pizza? It’s better 
than you might think.

Located just five minutes 
from campus in Walnut Hills, 
Fireside pays homage to its 
past through its name. Locat-
ed inside of  an old fire station 
originally built in 1870, Fire-
side serves up pizza, salads, 
calzones and more.

When you walk in through 
a discreet-looking side door, 
you’re immediately immersed 
in a sensory experience like no 
other. Visually, the layering of  
fairy lights stretched across 
and dangling from the ceil-
ing set the tone for the entire 
night. The long, communal 
tables and private booths pro-
vide guests options depending 
on their mood. A smattering 
of  candles works in tandem 
with the fairy lights. The long 
wooden bar and large fire sta-
tion doors provide you with 
an incredible sight.

Whether you’re there for 
a romantic evening with your 
significant other, just stopping 
by for a quick slice of  pizza or 
looking for a cute spot to grab 
dinner with friends, the atmo-
sphere at Fireside is perfect 
for any occasion.

There’s an almost inde-
scribable scent upon first en-
tering. The whiff  of  pizza 
dough, chili and other fresh 
ingredients wafts over you. 
Combined with the strong vi-
sual imagery, you get a vivid 
idea of  what you’re about to 
experience.

Once you enter, you can 
head straight to the bar to 
order. With a robust menu 
featuring staple items and a 
rotating seasonal pizza, there 
are plenty of  options for ev-
eryone.

Fireside offers both veg-
etarian and vegan options. 
While the vegan options are 
fairly limited, there are sal-
ads and cheeseless calzones. 
Chances are, you could make a 
pizza vegan as well.

In addition to the scrump-
tious classic known as the Pe-
sto Plus, I also sampled Fire-
side’s current seasonal pie, the 
“Cincy Special.” While not the 
most conventional-sounding 
pizza, it far exceeded any pri-
or expectations.

Using Fireside’s incredi-

ble dough, the pizza is topped 
with local restaurant Camp 
Washington Chili’s Cincinna-
ti-style chili, yellow mustard 
and hot sauce, topped with 
shredded cheddar cheese and 
oyster crackers. Customers 
can also make it a four- or 
five- way by adding beans or 
onions.

Camp Washington Chili, 
which opened in 1940, has 
been serving up authentic 
Cincinnati-style chili for de-
cades. The collaboration be-
tween these two iconic Cin-
cinnati establishments is a 
match made in (a chili-filled) 
heaven.

Whether or not you con-
sider yourself  a true Cincin-
natian with chili pumping 
through your veins like those 

Predict Who Will Win at 2023 Oscars

of  us who grew up here, this 
pizza is absolutely exceptional 
and can be enjoyed by every-
one.

Sophomore primary educa-
tion major Marisa Denovel-
lis, a Chicago native, went to 
Fireside with me and enjoyed 
the experience despite having 
prior reservations.

“I don’t enjoy Skyline, but 
I definitely enjoyed the chili 
pizza,” Denovellis said.

While I personally enjoyed 
making my pie a five-way by 
adding beans and onions, you 
can easily opt for a plain three-
way (no beans or onions). The 
addition of  the onions helped 

to cut through the chili, mak-
ing for a more balanced expe-
rience.

To finish off  our meal, 
Fireside’s proprietor, Sam Do-
brozi, brought over some on-
the-house cannoli made fresh 
in-house. These gargantuan 
shells were filled to the brim 
with fluffy ricotta cream and 
topped with a healthy dose of  
powdered sugar. The cannoli 
was a perfect way to end the 
evening.

Fireside Pizza will be serv-
ing up the Cincy Special until 
Feb. 7, so make sure you head 
over and get yourself  some 
chili pizza.

Photo courtesy of Jake Staubitz at Dust Village 

Photo courtesy of Fireside Pizza
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M&Ms deserve to be sexy. 

Aries: In a world full of Carrie Underwoods, be a Mi-
randa Lambert.

Taurus: Your screen time should not be at seven plus 
hours. Do homework or sleep or something.

Cancer: Instead of being sad in anticipation for Val-
entine’s Day, engage in some Trader Joe’s retail 

therapy.

Leo: I know the Bengals lost, and I know you are sad. 
But we must move forward, and we must continue to 
watch edits of Joe Burrow walking in style on TikTok.

Virgo: Seasonal depression is a totally accept-
able excuse for laying in bed and rewatching that 

show for the tenth time.

Gemini: This week, start a rumor. Make it spicy.

Libra: Did you know Rihanna’s name is pronounced 
Re-anna? Not Re-Ah-Na? 

Pisces: Occam’s razor: The simplest explanation is 
the most likely to be true.

Scorpio: Wrap it before you tap it. Word on the street 

Sagittarius: If Dua Lipa = James Charles, and James 
Charles = Nick Jonas, then by the transitive property, 

Dua Lipa = Nick Jonas.

Capricorn: Talk to me about probability. If there are 
4,600 people on this campus, and you kissed that one 

guy on Friday night, chances are 100% you will see 
him at the Caf.

Aquarius: Chances you have cancer after looking 
something up on WebMD are low, but never zero.

Rating M&Ms by Color  
BY BEN DICKISON, STAFF WRITER 

Jan. 23, 2023: A dark (chocolate) day for the state of our Union. At 

dropped an atomic explosive on the one thread preventing our nation 

from going to “hell in a handbasket,” as my beautiful mother Angie said 

upon hearing of the Great Candy Betrayal of '23. Our spokescandies 

honor of Emoji Movie voice artist Maya Rudolph! Thankfully, an angry 

gaggle of M-thusiats put Mars, the maker of the tiny, venerated choc-

olate indulgences, under more pressure than Dolly Parton’s bra strap. 

Thus, the spokescandies hath prevailed! In celebration, Newswire is 

here to codify the

The spokescandies, from least to greatest:

9. Maya Rudolph: By far

Maya, how about you act like a Grown Up and stick to a candy en-

gineered for a 50 year-old such as yourself, perhaps a succulent yet 

modest Werther’s Original?

8. Orange: -

Orange’s counterpart at the company down the road packs an undeni-

7. Green: This temptress has arguably the most discernable persona 

place between scenes of television shows all around the globe, she 

has launched a skyrocketing career on OnlyFans. Stonks, I guess. But 

who knows where that cocoa’s been?

6. Blue: He’s blue, da ba dee da ba da. Kind of a poser, if you ask me. 

He carries himself as if he can rival the silver-tongued deviledness 

of red. However, he quite literally melts in the presence of green. 

5. Purple:

(yes, that is a real thing that exists and probably tastes beastly), 

but the “purp” has real potential. She is kind of like the Kayla Ross 

of self-expression and doing you, which is a sentiment we can all 

4. Eminem: 

and the wrapper. Eat too many, though, and you run the risk of 

becoming Not-So-Slim Shady.

3. Brown: As our Lord and Savior Yoda would say, “Shattered the 

spokescandies, this glitterkweenslayb*tchboss represents some-

2. Red: The Rizzler. The Rizzard of Oz. Tee Rizzley. Rizz Khalifa. 

Summa Cum Laude graduate of Hustlers University. All of these 

elegant pseudonyms still fall short of adequately describing the 

sizzling charm of the most alluring spokescandy. Don’t believe me? 

Ask Red’s hips. They don’t lie. 

1. Yellow: Get lost in his eyes. Relish (which would be quite a gar-

when you bite into yellow, you will quite literally bust a nut. 
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The Power Of The Green 
M&M

BY RYAN HULLIGAN, STAFF WRITER 
The green M&M. So broken, so beat. The only thing in her closet: the infa-
mous high heels. She used to walk the town proud of who she was. They 
sexualized her and made her feel insecure. The problem was never her, 
but rather it was those who put these insecurities in her head and made her 
feel uncomfortable. She stayed true to herself for several months, being 
cat-called on the street. She was body shamed for being Bella Hadid before 
Bella Hadid was Bella Hadid. Eventually, she knew she had to change, so 
she changed her shoes; she changed herself. The heels were all she had. It 
seemed everyone that entered her life made an exit, but the heels never did. 
Now with borderline Air Force 1’s on, she managed to change the trajectory 
of the world and started an uprising with her newly-formed fan base. 
Society stripped her of her femininity, and society would be the one to pay. 
She’s literally the Julia Fox of candies. The baddest of bitches, even with her 

could never take away her dignity, only boost her to the top. She hath risen, 
and she hath arrived. The green M&M outsold the Era’s Tour and the SOS 
Tour. Her controversy is like no other; J*mes Charles could actually never. 
Only the green M&M could have Fox News hard on her ass like they are right 
now. They took a break from Joe Biden and focused on the sexuality of a 
literal candy. Legend has it that Time Magazine is considering her for Person 
of the Year 2023, the Grammy’s have her listed as a nominee for Best New 
Artist and Phoebe Bridgers has already left Bo Burnham for her (the highest 
honor, although Bo shouldn’t even be here anyway. Literally, what the hell.) 
In 2023, the green M&M has done what scientists wish they could: 

• Settled the debate between nature and nurture

• Has a vaccine named after her

• Dismantled the patriarchy

• Created a new Jesuit value: slay

• Discovered eight new planets

• Made peace with the aliens

• Got Rihanna to drop a new album

• Made it out of a sneaky link and into a long-term relationship

• Out-styled Harry Styles

• Can speak every language known to humankind
The list goes on. She’s not going to stop. She has only just begun.

COMIC BY BRIANA DUNN

BY CHARLIE GSTALDER, OPINIONS & 

EDITORIALS EDITOR

Much has been made over the recent con-

troversial decisions by Mars-Wrigley, maker 

of the M&M, to “pause” its “spokescandy” 

series of anthropomorphic M&M mascots.

The response was decisive across the 

poltical and cultural spectrum, with some 

on the right hailing the decision as a win for 

their agenda following Tucker Carlson’s rant 

against the recent “unsexy” spokescandy 

redesign. More liberal candy fans took issue 

with what they saw as Mars-Wrigley wading 

into the wrong side of the culture wars.

StaMs, as M&M spokescandy fans call 

themselves, were perhaps the most hurt, 

meeting en mass to mourn the loss of their 

-

quarters in McLean, Virginia.

All in all, I’m calling candy-colored bull on 

this whole thing. I think it’s a publicity stunt, 

-

candies prior to the big reveal of a new, even 

sexier redesign of the candies.

A source from inside Mars-Wrigley all but 

could not comment directly on the research 

-

eration-coated confections.” Recent focus 

group data showed an “unprecedented 

sex response” in the audiences, prompting 

internal calls for an ethics reevaluation.

Nonetheless, Mars-Wrigley is pressing 

forward on their next-gen spokescandies, 

and consumers can expect to feel very 

confused in the grocery store in just a few 

short weeks.

M&Ms Can 
Only Get 

Sexier From 
Now On


