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shooting, it is clear both in the 
statistics and from the eye test 
that this year’s Xavier squad is 
different in almost every way 
under Miller’s leadership. 

Miller didn’t come in and 
change the entire roster; he 
worked with the talent that he 
had, which we are now begin-
ning to see was plentiful. He 
has helped turn poor shoot-
ers into better ones, non-de-
fenders into effort and energy 
guys on that end of  the floor 
and most of  all he took a team 
whose competitive spirit was 
drained from three straight 
years of  coming up short and 
lit a fire under them.

Miller’s passion on the 
sideline is unmatched. His 
mid-game engagement with 
the players is most impact-
ful. Though he wouldn’t take 
the credit for Xavier’s cur-
rent success on the basketball 
court, Miller is owed a debt 
of  gratitude for turning this 
program into a winner once 
again.

With many games still left to play, Miller’s return has already been a success

BY WILL PEMBROKE
Sports Editor

In a Big East matchup that 
featured a pre-game spread of  
17.5 points in favor of  Xavier 
early Saturday morning, I was 
not expecting to read that a 
sell-out crowd was on hand to 
watch the Musketeers play in 
Cintas Center against a strug-
gling Georgetown Hoyas 
team. Once I entered the are-
na before tipoff, I quickly re-
alized exactly why there was 
a sellout crowd: Head Coach 
Sean Miller.

Now, you might say, “Well, 
Miller doesn’t actually play in 
the game.” While that is true, 
this Musketeer men’s bas-
ketball team is not the same 
team. It is not the same talent-
ed team that had consistent-
ly fallen short under former 
head coach Travis Steele. 

This team represents the 
athletic standard that is ex-
pected at Xavier University, 
characterized by a physical, 
tough, intelligent and beau-
tiful brand of  basketball — 
otherwise known as the Mill-

er brand of  basketball.
The numbers back up the 

eye test for Xavier, which 
is quite spectacular. Xavier 
ranks first in assists per game, 
second in points per game, 
fourth in both first and second 
half  scoring average, fifth in 
three-point percentage, eighth 
in assist to turnover ratio and 
ninth in overall shooting effi-
ciency. 

It’s safe to say the offense is 
coming in bunches for Xavier 
at the moment. In the span of  
ten days, from Jan. 11 to Jan. 
21, the Muskies scored 90 
points in a game twice against 
both Creighton and George-
town.

Graduate transfer Souley 
Boum is perhaps the best ex-
ample of  Miller’s impact on 
Xavier basketball. While this 
year’s team is largely the same 
as last year’s, Miller made one 
under-the-radar offseason 
move to bolster the squad: 
giving the keys of  the offense 
to Boum. 

Boum has been at the cen-
ter of  it all, running the show 
as the team’s point guard. 
His court awareness, outside 

shooting ability and slashing 
style of  play have added a new 
element to Xavier’s offense 
that makes the team nearly 
unguardable.

Xavier may very well have 
the most potent offense in the 
country. Senior Zach Free-
mantle and graduate student 
Jack Nunge have been inside 
grabbing rebounds, dicing op-
posing teams up with crafty 
interior moves and occasion-
ally stepping outside to knock 
down the three-point shot. 
Freemantle almost recorded a 
30-point triple double against 
Georgetown, finishing three 
assists shy of  the mark.

Junior guard Colby Jones 
and senior Adam Kunkel have 
showcased improvement in 
their respective games since 
last year. Jones has shown 
an improved ability to knock 
down the three, with his 
three-point shooting percent-
age up 7% over his career av-
erage, not to mention his al-
ready stellar playmaking and 
guard rebounding.

Kunkel, a somewhat erratic 
player with his play last sea-
son, has significantly raised 

all of  his shooting percentag-
es this season and has shown a 
consistent commitment to de-
fense in his first year playing 
for Miller.

Perhaps the best devel-
opment story of  them all 
is senior sixth man Jerome 
Hunter. This year, he has in-
creased his field goal percent-
age by nearly 30 points. Yes, 
30. The energy and effort he 
has always played with on the 
defensive end of  the floor has 
only gotten better. Hunter is 
the glue guy on this team, do-
ing whatever needs to be done 
for Xavier to win.

The one area that contin-
ues to haunt the Musketeers 
is free throw shooting. As of  
Monday, Xavier ranks No. 147 
in the country in free throw 
shooting percentage. That 
is not good enough, and the 
team knows it. To win the Big 
East and beyond, Xavier has 
to find a way to make the free 
ones more consistently.

Despite the free throw 

Xavier men’s basketball is having a hallmark year, in large part due to the 
success of graduate transfer Souley Boum as an offensive weapon for the team.
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Since Sean Miller’s return to the head coach position, Sports Editor 
Will Pembroke hypothesizes that the team is healthier this season.
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IG account @xu.updates has taken the helm when talking about Xavier news
Where Do You Get Your XU News?

Campus continues to be 
updated via the comedic @
xu.updates Instagram ac-
count. The account is dedicat-
ed to updates about Xavier’s 
campus that may or may not 
be factual. 

The account’s bio reads, 
“The Unofficial Official News 
of  Xavier University. New se-
mester, same laughs.” 

The account satirizes real 
news about Xavier’s campus 
and turns them into memes. 

On Father B’s birthday 
last week, the account posted 
a meme that reads, “Father B 
celebrates his 96th birthday 
today. When asked what his 
big plans were for the day, 
he responded with ‘Check-
mate, Elizabeth’ and then ate 

a cookie from his hat.”
The account was created 

because the owner, who has 
not been revealed, felt that 
their idea was very unique and 
could be successful among 
Xavier students.

“I started this account be-
cause I ran something very 
similar to it back in high 
school. Back then, we didn't 
have a Newswire or any source 
of  media that everyone con-
sumed. So, my friend came up 
with the original idea to make 
an updates account in the 
style of  weekend update. Sort 
of  parodying news around 
school. This is just a continu-
ing idea from that,” the owner 
said. 

The account was started 
in July 2022 and has gained  
more than 770 followers since, 
all beginning with a post pok-

ing fun at the required mod-
ules for students that must be 
completed before returning to 
campus. 

The account has at least 
one notable follower: Dr. Col-
leen Hanycz, President of  
Xavier University. 

The owner of  the account 
welcomes their following, say-
ing, “I welcome larger public 
figures to follow the page. I'm 
not afraid to speak my mind 
about subjects on this cam-
pus, and I think bigger figures 
should see different views, 
even if  these views are layered 
into a joke.” 

The account has made 
more than 100 posts, all cen-
tered around satirizing Xavier 
news. Most posts get several 
reshares on the Instagram 
stories of  Xavier students or 
Xavier fans. 

Even though the owner has 
gained quite the following, 
they do not plan on coming 
forward with their identity 

any time soon. 
“When (a similar account) 

started at my high school, 
we ran anonymously to avoid 
getting in trouble. Nowadays, 
I run updates anonymous-
ly to avoid people coming to 
me with ideas or asking me 
questions about running the 
page when I'm trying to be a 
normal student,” the account 
owner said. 

The account does not plan 
on slowing down and only 
continues to grow. New con-
tent is posted about twice 
a week, typically centering 
around sports or other cam-
pus events. 

“My future goals are to 
continue producing. The 
thing with updates is that they 
are solely based on relevant 
news so my goal is to keep up 
on the news. As far as future 
big plans, we'll just have to 
see,” they said. 

BY KAYLA ROSS
Back Page Editor

Xavier Art Gallery: Student Work on Display in Cohen

Photo courtesy of @xu.updates via Instagram

Parody Xavier Instagram account @xu.updates has amassed almost 800 followers in just one school year with their sarcastic updates about current 
Xavier topics. Topics range from food on campus to basketball games and even is followed by Dr. Colleen Hanycz, Xavier University President.

The Xavier Art Gallery 
hummed with conversation 
as technology-themed senior 
thesis exhibitions titled Na-
scent, Consumed and Future 
Concepts of  Prosthesis opened 
last Friday.

Senior thesis exhibitions 
are the culmination of  a Xavi-
er art majors’ studies, in which 
they are challenged to present 
a fully independent project. 
These ideas are generated by 
the artists themselves, and 
they explore their topics en-
tirely outside of  class.

Seth Birch, an art major 
with a concentration in sculp-
ture and a minor in computer 
science, explored themes of  
being engrossed in technol-
ogy in his installation, Con-
sumed. 

He portrayed this using 
concrete sculptures of  two 
figures bound by cords and 
other electronic equipment 
to convey the idea of  being 
trapped in the addictive na-
ture of  social media and tech-
nology.

“The concrete is import-

ant because when you watch 
shows or media, you’re set 
where you’re at, and it’s kind 
of  hard to get out of  that,” 
Birch said. “The cords (are 
important) because they were 
the evolution of  technology; 
it went from corded to now 
cordless. We have all this con-
venience, so we don’t really 
know what’s attached to us.”

Birch remarked that the 
inspiration for his show came 
from watching a lot of  You-
Tube in high school.

“I felt consumed by the 
media that I was watching,” 
Birch said.

Birch’s show was also in-
teractive, aiming for visitors 
to use their phones while fur-
ther expressing the idea of  
using them excessively. 

The room had QR codes for 
viewers to scan to learn more 
about the show and the pieces 
on his website.

Nihal Ahmed, an art major 
with a concentration in graph-
ic design and illustration with 
a minor in music, focused on 
the ideas of  nostalgia and re-
alizing your existence in the 
world in his show Nascent. 
His year long process began 

BY BRIANA DUNN with months of  research be-
fore falling out of  love with 
his concept until a journey to 
Pakistan.

“Over there, I had this 
great opportunity where I 
didn’t have anything to work 
on. So I leaned into other 
things that are not just art 
and design,” Ahmed said.

While in Pakistan, Ahmed 
sampled old records, songs 
and different Pakistani music 
to compose the entire album 
that plays in his gallery space. 
The music accompanies a se-
ries of  collage-oriented paint-
ings of  Mount K2, composed 
of  a digital print mounted 
to a wood panel and overlaid 
with acrylic and oil paint and 
100 different cassette tapes 
mounted to a wood panel.

“I kind of  brought this idea 
of  sampling to the paintings,” 
Ahmed said. “Kind of  similar 
to how the music is kind of  a 
collage of  sounds.”

Ahmed explained that his 
exhibit’s title was reflective 
of  the journey expressed in 
his art.

“(Old technology, mix-
tapes, CRT televisions) make 
really good containers for 

these ideas because it’s like 
they’re lost to time already,” 
Ahmed remarked.

The final exhibitor, Keith 
Flueck, whose concentration 
is in graphic design and illus-
tration, centers on prosthetic 
design in his display Future 
Concepts of  Prosthetics. He at-
tributes his inspiration for his 
thesis to his childhood.

“I’ve always been a big fan 
of  robotics and engineering. 
And from my family stand-
point, a lot of  things that 
weren’t tackled in the science 
aspect of  life or as I call it the 
qualities of  life,” Flueck said. 

“I make prosthetics to help 
fill the gaps of  life. Because 
I know a lot of  people who 

don’t have their appendages 
anymore, and they would like 
to have a piece of  themselves.”

Flueck’s extensive research 
gave him an understanding of  
the arm’s anatomy and how to 
make mechanical correspond-
ing parts to the body. He men-
tioned his plans to continue 
his work on prosthetic design 
and is currently seeking out 
engineers and computer sci-
entists to discuss his ideas.

“But after a break, I’m go-
ing to get back on the saddle 
and work on legs next be-
cause it was just primarily 
arms,” Flueck said.

Nascent, Consumed and Fu-
ture Concepts of  Prosthetics will 
be shown until Feb. 3. 

Photo courtesy of @xu.updates via Instagram
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Since the opening of  Jersey 
Mike’s this past fall, the lower 
atrium of  Gallagher Student 
Center (GSC) has been buzz-
ing with students salivating at 
the sight of  sub sandwiches 
being crafted in front of  them.

After being projected to 
open around fall break, staff-
ing and construction per-
mitting issues delayed Jersey 
Mike’s opening until they 
soft-launched on Dec. 5.

Bustling with lines of  stu-
dents accumulating in front 
of  the sub shop during the 
lunch and dinner hours of  the 
day, Senior Director of  Auxil-
iary Services Bill Moran con-
firmed that Jersey Mike’s has 
seen some early success.

“It has been very success-
ful. The sales are what we ex-
pected, so they're very good 
and we’re thankful for that. 
Our next step now is trying 
to expand on the hours,” Mo-
ran said.

Currently open from 
10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, Moran aims 
to expand Jersey Mike’s hours 
into the weekends and poten-
tially reach the hours closer to 
that of  Currito closing around 
10 p.m. or 11 p.m. However, 
doing so would require them 
to resolve the lack of  hourly 
associates.

“We had a retail manager 
leave the university in early 
December too, so we just filled 
that role. I think that slowed 

us down a little bit on being 
able to recruit those hourly 
associates," Moran said. 

"I think food services in 
general since the pandemic 
have this issue. It’s very chal-
lenging to find people, and 
we’re not immune to that. But 
we pay a very good rate, and I 
know it’s extremely competi-
tive with places off  campus,” 
he added.

Jersey Mike’s has brought 
new life and new opportu-

BY JACKSON HARE
Education & Enrichment 
Coordinator

nities into GSC. After pre-
viously working at Burger 
513, sophomore international 
studies major and student em-
ployee at Jersey Mike’s Ana 
Cristina is excited about the 
opportunity Jersey Mike’s has 
to offer.

“I had never heard of  Jer-
sey Mike’s before it was added 
on campus, but it's a good op-
portunity - new skills to add 
to my resume. The only chal-
lenge is I’m not used to hav-

ing rush hours,” Cristina said.
While the abundance of  

students eating subs in GSC 
is a sign of  success for Jersey 
Mike’s, it has also been indic-
ative of  student approval of  
the new food option on cam-
pus.

Sophomore criminal justice 
major Liam Weishaar said: 
“I really love it. Their sand-
wiches are good. They make 
it right in front of  you, which 
I really love because then you 

know you’re getting fresh 
food. I think it’s a sign of  
good things to come for food 
on campus.”

However, some students 
are still dissatisfied with the 
lack of  diversity of  campus 
dining options and are hoping 
for more culturally diverse 
options after the removal of  
Fujisan.

“For me sandwiches, burg-
ers and salads all fall in the 
same category," Cristina said.

"I want variety on campus, 
which is why I liked Fujisan. 
We don’t necessarily have to 
add something Asian, but if  
we were, maybe like Bibibop 
or Panda Express, something 
to add variety to the food op-
tions on campus,” she contin-
ued. 

Weishaar agrees, suggest-
ing that the campus add a new 
dining location instead of  re-
placing current options. 

“If  we have enough space 
for it, I think we could prob-
ably add something here, and 
maybe get some more cul-
turally diverse food,” he ex-
pressed.

Meanwhile, Moran detailed 
potential directions for the fu-
ture of  campus dining, includ-
ing exploring ghost kitchen 
options and food delivery. 

Moran stated that they are 
currently investigating using 
campus food delivery robots 
that are being increasingly 
used at universities across the 
country to account for staff-
ing issues while still provid-
ing food delivery services on 
campus. 

Sub sandwiches are available  for purchase in the lower level of the GSC
Wait No Longer: Jersey Mike's Open

Campus News

Jersey Mike's has opened in the lower level of the Gallagher Student Center after a bit of delay occured 
from their original opening date. The store is open Monday through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Photo courtesy of @xavierdining on Instagram
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Here are some fun Xavier events 
that are happening soon!

Group Cycling
HUB Basement 

Studio,
6 p.m.

CFJ Together in 
Christ

Arrupe Overlook, 
GSC,

8:45 p.m.

Xavier Women's 
Basketball vs. St. 

John's
Cintas Center,

7 p.m.

Track & Field @
Hoosier Hills Invite
Indiana University,

TBD

Newswire 
Weekly Meeting

 GSC 214,
7:30 p.m.

Muskies Hit the 
Slopes

Perfect North, IN,
6 p.m.

No. 13 Xavier 
Men's Basketball 

vs. St. John's 
Cintas Center,

5 p.m.

 Student Mass
Bellarmine Chapel,

4 p.m., 10 p.m.

Indoor Climbing 
Climb Time - Oakley,

5:30 p.m.

Yoga
Balance Studio in 

HUB,
12 p.m.

Super Bowl LVII
State Farm Stadium 

Arizona,
6:30 p.m.

Bystander 
Engagement

TBD,
10 a.m.

230 

Chat with XUPD 
Chief

Flynn Hall,
12 p.m.

31

Networking on 
Campus & Beyond

Smith G29,
3 p.m.

2023 Spring 
Career Fair

Cintas Center,
2 p.m.

Study Abroad 
Night

Arrupe Overlook,
7 p.m.

Working with the 
Secret Service

Kennedy 
Auditorium,

3 p.m.

Valentine's Day Newswire 
Weekly Meeting

 GSC 214,
7:30 p.m.

Xavier Men's 
Basketball vs. 

DePaul
Cintas Center,

4 p.m.
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

Show Manager

Rep. Santos Faces Calls to Resign After Lies
BY PAT GAINOR

Just a couple of  months 
ago, 35-year-old Republican 
George Santos was hailed as a 
hero after flipping New York’s 
3rd Congressional District on 
the way to securing control 
over the House of  Represen-
tatives for Republicans during 
the 2022 midterms. Now, San-
tos is facing calls from several 
parties to resign after reports 
have shown that several de-
tails about his life detailed 
in his campaign were false, 
as well as allegations freshly 
unearthed in the midst of  a 
widespread investigation into 
him.

In his 2022 campaign for 
Congress, Santos present-
ed himself  as a gay, Jewish 
son of  Brazilian immigrants 
who grew up in Queens and 
graduated Baruch College in 
2010, obtained his MBA at 
New York University. He then 
worked for both Goldman 
Sachs and Citigroup, followed 
by bouncing between two in-

vestment firms in the interim 
between his 2020 election and 
the 2022 midterms. He also 
claimed that his grandparents 
were also  victims of  the Ho-
locaust, his mother survived 
9/11 and he lost four em-
ployees at the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in 2016.

According to reports from 
the New York Times and oth-
er sources, none of  that is 
true.

Just one month after San-
tos was elected, the New York 
Times published a report on 
Dec. 17, stating that Santos 
had lied about his resume. A 
spokesperson from Baruch 
College said that Santos was 
not in the class of  2010, and 
NYU said that Santos had 
never been enrolled as a stu-
dent. Furthermore, both 
Goldman-Sachs and Citi-
group also said that Santos 
had never been employed by 
them, and the real-estate wing 
of  Citigroup Santos claimed 
he worked at was dissolved 
in 2010, years before he said 
he worked there. The Times 

also noted that none of  the 49 
victims in the Pulse shooting 
were employed at any of  the 
firms. 

Two days later, Joseph 
Murray, Santos’ lawyer, re-
leased a statement saying that 
the claims were false and the 
New York Times’ report was 
a “shotgun blast” of  attacks. 

“It is of  no surprise that 
Congressman-elect Santos 
has enemies at the New York 
Times who are attempting 
to smear his good name with 
these defamatory allegations,” 
the statement reads.

Through the coming weeks, 
more allegations against San-
tos would surface. On Dec. 21, 
The Forward released a state-
ment saying that his grand-
parents were not victims of  
the Holocaust and that Santos 
did not have any Jewish ances-
try, leading to backlash from 
the Republican Jewish Coali-
tion and him to clarify that he 
was “Jew-ish” in an interview 
on Dec. 26. Reports subse-
quently emerged of  Santos il-
legally using election funds to 

Out With the Old Zealand, in With the New 

fund private expenses, failing 
to disclose financial reports to 
Congress, being married to a 
woman in 2019 and allegedly 
stealing $3,000 from a dis-
abled veteran’s GoFundMe 
created to fund his dying dog’s 
surgery. As for the investment 
firms he worked at between his 
two elections — the first firm 
LinkBridge Investors — said 
that he was only a freelanc-
er in charge of  sponsorships. 
His second firm, Harbor City 
Capital, had its assets seized 
in 2021 after accusations of  
running a Ponzi scheme and 
siphoning $17 million from 
investors.

Most recently, allegations 
from the New York Post have 
surfaced after drag queen Eula 
Rochard said that Santos did 
drag when he was living in 
Brazil in 2008.

George Santos has ad-
dressed some of  the allega-
tions but is still under inves-
tigation. Santos has confessed 
that he did not attend Baruch 
or NYU and that his state-
ments about working at Gold-

man Sachs and Citigroup were 
a “poor choice of  words”. He 
has also confirmed that he is 
not Jewish but Catholic, and 
was married to a woman in 
2019. He has denied allega-
tions of  stealing money from 
a GoFundMe as well as doing 
drag in 2008 but did confess 
that he “was young and had 
fun at a festival.” Both claims 
have yet to be independently 
confirmed.

Santos has faced calls to re-
sign from both parties, includ-
ing fellow GOP candidates 
that had previously endorsed 
him. However, Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy has appointed him 
to two House Committees 
despite claims of  risking na-
tional security and has shown 
signs of  continuing to stand 
by Santos.

In an interview with Rep. 
Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) on 
Jan. 12, Santos said that he 
would resign if  142,000 peo-
ple asked him to, referring to 
the number of  votes he re-
ceived in the recent 2022 elec-
tions.

Minister of  Education 
Chris Hipkins has been vot-
ed the new Prime Minister 
of  New Zealand. The vote 
follows Prime Minister Jacin-
da Ardern’s resignation last 
Thursday.

Former prime minister 
Ardern resigned during the 
summer caucus retreat for her 
Labour Party in Napier, New 
Zealand. Ardern also stated 
she would not be running for 
office again once general elec-
tions opened later in October 

2023.
“I am not leaving because 

it was hard,” Ardern stated in 
tears. 

“I am leaving because with 
such a privileged role comes 
responsibility, the responsibil-
ity to know when you are the 
right person to lead and also 
when you are not,” Ardern 
continued.

Hipkins, the sole nominee 
to lead the Labour Party, was 
voted into the position unan-
imously last Sunday during a 
party meeting.

Despite also being the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Financial 

Minister Grant Robertson 
stated he had no interest in 
taking the position after two 
previous failures to take lead-
ership of  the party. 

“My position has not 
changed,” Robertson said.

The news of  Ardern’s res-
ignation comes after backlash 
to the Labour Party. New 
Zealand is currently in an eco-
nomic downturn due to high 
inflation rates, and crime rates 
have risen under the Labour 
Party’s rule. Recent populari-
ty polls have shown Ardern’s 
party to be behind compared 
to the country’s Conservative 
Party.

Hipkins promised in his 
first speech after the vote that 
his government would focus 
on these issues and rebuilding 
a stronger economy.

“I take on this job at a chal-
lenging time for New Zea-
landers,” Hipkins stated. “Our 
focus will be on the right now, 
on the bread and butter issues 
that people care about. Some 
people, many people are hurt-
ing at the moment, and I want 
them to know that we are on 
their side.”

Hipkins states he plans 
on delivering these goals by 
cutting back on some of  the 
Labour Party programs he 
deems to be not essential.

Hipkins announced with 
his election that he would be 
choosing Social Development 
Minister Carmel Sepuloni 
to be sworn in as his Deputy 
Prime Minister. Sepuloni will 
be the first Pasifika person in 
history to hold the role in the 
New Zealand government.

“I want to acknowledge the 
significance of  this for our 
Pacific community,” Sepuloni 
said. “I am proudly Samoan, 

Tongan and New Zealand Eu-
ropean and represent genera-
tions of  New Zealanders with 
mixed heritage.”

In his speech, Hipkins also 
recognized the legacy of  Ar-
dern and the sexism that sur-
rounded the backlash she re-
ceived.

“Jacinda’s leadership has 
been an inspiration to wom-
en and girls everywhere. But 
it’s also been a reminder that 
we’ve got a way to go when it 
comes to ensuring that women 
in leadership receive the same 

respect as their male counter-
parts,” he stated.

Ardern rose to internation-
al notoriety after her response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which Hipkins helped create 
as the then COVID-19 min-
ister. She was also praised for 
her response to the Christ-
church Mosque shootings in 
2019 and the subsequent gun 
control reform bill her party 
created.

“(Jacinda Ardern was) one 
of  New Zealand’s great prime 
ministers,” Hipkins said.

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

New Zealand prime minister Jacinda Ardern resigned last Thursday.
She has been replaced by Minister of Education Chris Hipkins.

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Minister of Education Chris Hipkins has been voted to take over as 
prime minister following Jacinda Ardern’s resignation..
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BY JOSEPH NICHOLS

Biden in Possession of Classi� ed Documents

Classified documents have 
been found in both President 
Joe Biden’s home and the 
Penn Biden Center. 

The documents were found 
last year but only became 
known to the public this past 
week. While the information 
contained in these documents 
remains unknown, Biden pro-
tected his own lawyers who 
turned the documents over to 
the National Archives when 
prompted.

Every president and vice 
president of  the United 
States, while in office or after 
their term, are able to view 
classified documents. Howev-
er, no one, including any pres-
ident or vice president in or 
out of  office, is legally able to 
remove classified documents 
without prior approval and 
authorization.

The documents date back 
to Biden’s vice presidency, but 
the circumstances have drawn 
comparisons to a similar event 
concerning former presi-
dent Donald Trump. During 
Trump’s presidency, feder-
al agents and officers with a 
warrant seized classified doc-
uments. Trump’s lawyers and 
advisors informed the Justice 
Department and the National 
Archives that all documents 
had been returned in a series 
of  negotiations that lasted 
more than a year.

Supporters of  Trump have 
been outspoken about a pos-
sible double standard con-
cerning the treatment of  how 

these documents came to be 
repossessed by federal agents. 
Likewise, supporters of  Biden 
have cited that the president’s 
lawyers and advisors’ cooper-
ation resulted in a more eased 
process. The White House has 
noted that these documents 
were found last November in 
the garage of  Biden’s Wilm-
ington home.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland has now been tasked 
with investigating Biden’s pos-
session of  these classified doc-
uments, as well as continuing 
his investigation with Trump. 

Last Thursday, Garland 
formed a special council to in-
vestigate the process in which 
these documents became locat-
ed at the Biden estate.

Garland was appointed to 
his current role of  attorney 
general in February 2021, win-
ning the favor of  the senate 
70-30. His time as attorney 
general has been defined by 
his handling of  the Trump in-
vestigation, receiving criticism 
from Democrats and Republi-
cans alike.

As with the investigation for 
Trump, Garland has appointed 
a special counsel for the investi-
gation, choosing former Mary-
land attorney general Robert 
Hur, to aid him in the inves-
tigation. As Hur is a member 
of  the Republican party, many 
Democrats have found fault 
with Garland for his appoint-
ment. However, former Justice 
Department official Stephen 
Saltzburg, argue. “(Merrick 
Garland)... knows that if  he 
appoints somebody who’s inde-
pendent to take a look and then 

write a report, the people who 
are fair-minded are more like-
ly to believe the investigation 
turned up the truth.”

While the investigation 
will be different from Trump’s 
circumstances, the two cases 
nonetheless hold many simi-
larities. The narrow proximi-
ty of  time between the two in-
vestigations paired with them 
being split along party lines, 
these two investigations are 
quickly proving to be a divid-
ing moment in the American 
political environment.

When that information is 
found, it diminishes the stat-
ure of  any person who is in 
possession of  it...”said  Senate 
Majority Whip Dick Durbin.

By Reagan Oliver
Guest Writer

Three types of  fungi that lead to severe 
lung infections are now widespread across 
the country. 

The fungus Histoplasm was initially 
widespread in the 1930s, with the Missis-
sippi and Ohio River Valleys being notable 
hotspots. Histoplasmosis infections are 
caused when the spores of  the soil fungi 
are inhaled. 

The second type of  fungi on the rise is 
called Coccidioides. Coccidioidomycosis 
was first discovered by a medical student 
in Argentina in 1892 and can be found in 
Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Texas, Utah and a more recent discovery, 
in south-central Washington. Alongside 
the southwestern U.S., it is commonly 
found in Mexico and South America.  In 
recent years, the fungi Coccidioides have 
found new life, thriving and spreading in 
forest fires. Coccidioidomycosis cases are 
caused when the smoke of  the burnt fun-
gus is inhaled. 

The last type of  fungi is called Blas-
tomyces. Blastomyces are most common-
ly found on horses, making Kentucky a 
hotspot for negative effects of  the fungus.

Blastomycosis infections are caused 
when infectious organisms are inhaled by 
horses. However, Clydesdales are the only 
type of  horse that carry this fungus. 

Histoplasma, Coccidioides and Blasto-
myces are commonly grouped as endemic 
mycoses of  North America. Despite the 
history these fungi have, they have re-
turned and are more widespread than ever. 

These fungi now are “a lot more com-
mon than we think they are,” Andrej Spec, 
an infectious diseases doctor and mycolo-
gist at Washington University School of  
Medicine in St. Louis, said.

  Doctors have been advised by the In-
fectious Diseases Society of  America to 
screen for these fungi, even if  the patient 
resides outside major infectious hubs, due 
to the seriousness of  a missed diagnosis 
that could lead to death.

Science Simpli� ed

State, Federal Govs. Bans TikTok
BY PAT GAINOR

In one of  the first moves of  
his second term, Ohio Gover-
nor Mike DeWine announced 
last week that the popular 
video-sharing app TikTok has 
been banned from all devices 
owned by the state.

This decision comes in 
the wake of  a new bipartisan 
movement against TikTok 
and its China-based parent 
company, ByteDance, regard-
ing the potential spread of  
misinformation and the unau-
thorized collection of  person-
al data by the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP). Ohio is 
the 22nd of  26 states to en-
force a total ban of  TikTok on 
state-owned devices.

“These surreptitious data 
privacy and cybersecurity 
practices pose national and lo-
cal security and cybersecurity 
threats to users of  these ap-
plications and platforms and 
the devices storing the appli-
cations and platforms,” DeW-
ine said on Jan. 8, announcing 
the ban.

This ban disallows state 
or city-owned departments 
from owning an account on 
TikTok, as well as govern-
ment officials. The Ohio De-

partment of  Transportation 
TikTok account, with nearly 
100,000 followers, was ter-
minated the day after the ban 
was enforced. 

According to a report by 
FBI Director Christopher 
Wray, ByteDance’s user da-
tabase has access to user’s 
names, ages, phone numbers, 
email addresses, device de-
tails, mobile network details, 
keystrokes, private messages 
on the app and biometric data 
such as fingerprints or voice-
prints.

“There’s an extensive pro-
file that can be created from 
this app in terms of  privacy 
violations and things being 
easily linked back to you as 
a unique individual,” Alexis 
Hancock, director of  engi-
neering at Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, explained.

With the increased aware-
ness of  the collection of  pri-
vate data and the spread of  
misinformation, the fear that 
the CCP could potentially have 
access to ByteDance’s database 
and sensitive government in-
formation, Wray’s report has 
led lawmakers to push a bill 
through Congress enforcing 
the ban.

Some lawmakers, includ-
ing Governor Phil Murphy 
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Three types of  fungi that lead to severe 
lung infections are now widespread across 
the country. 

The fungus Histoplasm was initially 
widespread in the 1930s, with the Missis-
sippi and Ohio River Valleys being notable 
hotspots. Histoplasmosis infections are 

Science Simpli� ed

(D-N.J.), have banned all Bei-
jing-based apps alongside 
TikTok from official devices, 
notably products and apps 
owned by Huawei, Hikvision 
and Tencent Holdings.

ByteDance released a state-
ment denouncing the ban, 
saying the company was “dis-
appointed that so many states 
are jumping on the political 
bandwagon to enact policies 
that will do nothing to ad-
vance cybersecurity in their 
states and are based on un-
founded falsehoods about Tik-
Tok.”

 TikTok has subsequently 
placed a hold on the hiring 
process of  U.S. consultants 
that would help them strike a 
security agreement with the 
U.S. government.

After former Trump near-
ly placed a full ban on Tik-
Tok in 2020, ByteDance offi-
cials have continuously tried 
to keep the company in good 
standing with the U.S., with 
several attempts to prove that 
the data they accrue cannot be 
accessed by the Chinese gov-
ernment.

TikTok is the most popu-
lar social media app among 
teenagers and young adults, 
according to a Pew Research 
study.
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Ohio is a one party consent 

Everyone who knows a 
psychology student has, at 
some point or another, made 
a joke about the walk to Elet 
Hall. 

Centered ominously up the 
hill above Corcoran Field, 
Elet Hall is where most psy-
chology classes (especial-
ly upper-level psychology 
classes) occur. As a psycholo-
gy student, I have heard the 
jokes and made them myself. 
Whether you are running up 
those brutal stairs because 
you’re late to your lab class 
or when it’s 20 degrees out 
and you’re huffing and puff-
ing through the last bit of  the 
famed “Elet Walk,” it’s not an 
easy time. 

Lost in all of  these jokes is 
that for those with disabilities 
(or even temporary injuries 
that affect walking), it is in-
credibly difficult and nearly 
impossible to be a psycholo-
gy major. While one can take 
the path by Dana Avenue and 
the Montessori School, it is 

still a long walk and arguably 
worse than taking the stairs. 
A potential counterargument 
would be that students could 
drive, but with high gas pric-
es and often just as long of  a 
walk to one’s car, this argu-
ment rings hollow. 

Walking up the stairs is 
difficult enough, but I cannot 
imagine trying to do so with 
a disability or a boot on my 
leg. Effectively, psychology is 
an untenable major for  many 
on campus. Elet is not a lone 
example. If  one lives in Tow-
ers C or D in Justice Hall, they 
either must go all the way 
around the building to get to 
the Smith side or go in by the 
Hoff  Dining Commons and 
walk to the Tower. In other 
words, there is no ramp on 
the Smith side of  Justice that 
faces the yard. Campus acces-
sibility seems to be a burgeon-
ing issue yet also one without 
direction from administration.  

The existence of  the Xavi-
er Store in the Village is un-

deniably great. However, the 
University seems to have for-
gotten about it until recently. 

Most students (includ-
ing myself) did not know of  
its existence until visiting a 
friend in the Village or hear-
ing about it from someone 
who lived on that far-flung 
part of  campus. While Hoff  
has recently advertised the 
Store more, there are areas to 
improve. Like Elet, it is possi-
ble to get to but it is difficult 
and overly time-consuming. 
First-years would have to go 
down to the Village, shop for 
their goods and then walk 
back. While that sounds sim-
ple, the walk to the Village 
would not be easy after a gro-
cery trip. Meanwhile, Jersey 
Mike’s has been sitting in the 
Gallagher Student Center for 
months. It is infuriating to 
see the restaurant just take up 
useful space, especially when 
considering that there could 
easily have been a satellite 
version of  the Store in that 

area. However one feels about 
their subs, Jersey Mike’s has 
not done anything but be a 
joke for Xavier students this 
year. We were close to the end 
of  the Fall semester when it 
opened. One cannot help but 
wonder what led to the deci-
sion to put a new restaurant 
in place of  Fujisan while the 
Store wallows down in the 
Village. 

Anyone walking to R1 or 
R2 could not possibly miss the 
new gym for athletes that the 
University has been building. 
Whether it’s the construction 
noises waking up Kuhlman 
and Buenger students or the 
hill to R2 getting cut off  for 
awhile last semester, its im-
pact has already been felt to 
the common student. But it 
takes money to build these 
sorts of  things, and I would 
want to know the price tag. 
Especially in the context of  
the issues raised earlier in the 
article, the allocation of  our 
money seems to be favored 

towards the athletes and not 
to students in need. With a 
continuously growing cam-
pus, Xavier’s administration 
will be faced with many dif-
ficult decisions. I hope they 
make the financial decisions 
that work to make the cam-
pus experience better for all 
students, works to keep our 
tuition down and equitable 
for all students. However, the 
construction of  this new gym 
seems to indicate that the Uni-
versity is willing to spend for 
their athletes but not for the 
rest of  us.  

Xavier’s lack of X-ccessibility

Christian Cullen is 
a guest writer for 
Newswire. He is a 
psychology major 
from Louisville, Ky..

White Wass-ing the Neighborhood
Wasson Way presents us 

with an intriguing question 
— can environmentally-con-
scious, pedestrian-friendly, de-
velopment enter a community 
and leave communities intact 
and free from gentrification? 

I don’t have an answer to 
that. But what I do know, is 
that any development, espe-
cially one running through 
lower-income neighborhoods 
like Avondale and Evanston, 
must have a plan to ensure 
that residents are not dis-
placed and that costs don’t 
skyrocket.  

Cincinnati has a long, nas-
ty history of  ignoring histor-
ically Black communities and 
lower-income neighborhoods. 
Decades of  disinvestment, 
redlining and systemic racism 
have led to systemic inequities 
— including in housing and 
walkability.  

The Cincinnati Riots of  
1836 led to Black residents 
being forced into small, dense 
communities largely along 
the polluted Ohio River. As 
economically advantaged in-
dividuals begin to move far-
ther away from the city center 
into suburban enclaves, those 

who lack the resources, most-
ly Black residents, were left 
behind.  

In the 1930s, redlining re-
inforced housing segregation 
— this time codified into law.  

When I-75 was being built, 
it was put directly on top of  
the Lower West End, a pri-
marily Black neighborhood. 
Houses and businesses be-
longing to Black individuals 
were entirely torn down, dis-
placing residents, and forcing 
them to move. Most ended up 
in Avondale, Walnut Hills and 
Over-the-Rhine (OTR). 

While the 1968 Fair Hous-
ing Act made many of  these 
practices illegal, it didn’t put 
a stop to it. These issues per-
sisted and have led to the cur-
rent segregation in Cincinna-
ti. 

Currently, one in every 
three Cincinnatians live in a 
racially segregated neighbor-
hood — defined as being 75% 
Black or 75% White.  

We have seen the negative 
effects of  well-intentioned 
projects like Wasson Way 
before. The street car, which 
opened in 2016, was designed 
to increase public transit op-

portunities in downtown Cin-
cinnati.  

What wasn’t talked about 
was whether the project 
would fuel gentrification in 
OTR and other surrounding 
neighborhoods.  

OTR was once 80% Black. 
After the Cincinnati Center 
City Development Corpora-
tion, better known as 3CDC, 
began buying up properties in 
the neighborhood, it was easy 
to see what would happen to 
long-time OTR residents — 
they would be forced out. 

The creation of  the street-
car, while great in theory, 
is stuck on a 3.6-mile loop 
around downtown and is de-
signed to primarily serve 
tourists and business people. 
While not necessarily bad, 
it does little to serve long-
time community residents, 
who would benefit immensely 
from quality, expanded public 
transportation. Instead, it has 
jacked up housing costs, con-
tributing further to gentrifi-
cation. 

It’s no secret that Xavi-
er has not always had the 
best community relations 
with Norwood, Avondale and 

Evanston.  
Vice Mayor Jan-Michele 

Kearney, an Avondale resident 
and proponent of  affordable 
housing, has been outspoken 
about the need to prevent 
gentrification.  

“We want to make sure that 
as these neighborhoods get all 
these amenities — new bike 
trail, new businesses — that 
these neighborhoods are still 
affordable,” Kearney said. 

Tri-State Trails, an orga-
nization supporting Wasson 
Way, has noted that the orig-
inal trail plans did not include 
Avondale. 

“Most of  the trails in Cin-
cinnati are on the East Side in 
affluent, predominately white 
communities. Historically, 
trails have not touched these 
communities that are predom-
inately Black, predominately 
lower-income, have high rates 
of  zero car households,” Wade 
Johnson, director of  Tri-State 
Trails said.

Xavier students live in a 
bubble, in many ways isolated 
from our neighboring com-
munities. Wasson Way offers 
us an opportunity to be better 
connected with our neighbors. 

Encouraging walkable 
communities, biking, and oth-
er environmentally-friendly 
transit options is to be en-
couraged. We can and should 
be doing more to get students 
out of  cars and onto trails and 
sidewalks. But that can not 
come at the expense of  our 
neighbors and affordable com-
munities. 

 To ensure community en-
gagement and to best prevent 
gentrification, there must be a 
plan to ensure that our com-
munities remain affordable 
and accessible, and this must 
include input and leadership 
from within the communities 
most affected. 

Ethan Nichols is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Philosphy, 
Politics and the Public 
and English double 
major from Cincinna-
ti. 
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gets, the calmer he gets,” Cin-
cinnati Head Coach Zac Tay-
lor said regarding Burrow’s 
performance. 

“Our guys believe. They 
walk on the field ready to at-
tack,” Taylor continued. 

Buffalo’s offense was revi-
talized in the second quarter 
as they put together a sev-
en-minute, 75-yard touch-
down drive to cut the lead to 
seven. Another solid drive led 
by Joe Mixon helped the Ben-
gals respond with a field goal 
to head into halftime with a 
17-7 lead.

In the second half, Cin-
cinnati’s defense would take 
center stage. As Buffalo drove 
down the field looking to get 
back into the game, Cincinna-
ti made a goal-line stand to 
hold the Bills to a field goal - 
the last time they would score 
in the game. 

A Joe Mixon touchdown 
and another Evan McPher-
son field goal would build 
an insurmountable lead, and 
the defense would shut down 
Buffalo’s offense for good to 
secure a ticket to the AFC 
Championship Game.

“It was a complete game 
from everybody,” Burrow 
said. 

“Offense, defense, special 
teams from start to finish. 
That’s what we expected. The 
job’s not finished,” Burrow 
continued. “We’ve got anoth-
er big one next week on the 
road. I’m excited for it.”

Burrow went 23/36 for 
242 yards and two touch-
downs with a passer rating 
of  101.9. He has now thrown 
for over 200 yards in all six of  
his playoff  starts. 

Mixon had an excellent 

The Bengals were not positioned to beat the Buffalo Bills due to the location,  seed ranking and being 
down three offensive linemen. Although the Bills were favored by eight points, the team was victorious. 
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Cincy Poised for Super Bowl Appearance

The Musketeers got back 
on track Sunday with a 95-
82 home win over George-
town. It was a fast-paced, 
high-scoring afternoon at 
Cintas Center.  

Following an upset loss 
to DePaul during the week, 
Xavier improves to 8-1 in 
conference games and stands 
atop the Big East standings. 

Forward Zach Freemantle 
led the team in offense, pro-
viding an efficient 30 points 
and 11 rebounds. The offense 
stayed hot, as the team took 
care of  the ball and shot eight 
of  14 from the three-point 
line. Souley Boum, Freeman-
tle and Adam Kunkel each 
chipped in seven assists.

Though the score stayed 
close for most of  the game, 
Georgetown’s only lead came 
in the first three minutes of  
the game. 

Head Coach Sean Miller’s 
postgame press conference 
was all about the team’s de-
fensive struggles. George-
town guard Primo Spears 
carried the Hoyas’ scoring 
load, accounting for 37 of  
the team’s 82 points. Spears 
also contributed 11 assists for 
Georgetown.

Miller seemed to see a pat-
tern in this Xavier team’s in-

ability to defend the opposing 
team’s lead guard. He noted 
that playmakers from DePaul, 
Marquette and Georgetown 
have all given Xavier fits.

The Musketeers have been 
able to win most of  these 
games, but Miller said that 
the team’s current level of  
defense is not sufficient. 

“We are going to have to 
play better defense,” Miller 
said. 

Though frustrated with 
the general performance, 
Miller added that “you have 
to take some joy in winning a 
conference game.”  

The 13-point victory 
marked the team’s second win 
this season over a struggling 
Georgetown. This win came 
with the same margin of  vic-
tory as their first matchup in 
mid-December.

Coached by Patrick Ewing, 
Georgetown has not won a 
conference game since March  
2021. Still, the Hoyas have 
given real scares to Big East 
competition like Connecticut 
and Villanova. 

In addition to Freemantle, 
Colby Jones took a lead role 
offensively with 20 points, 
shooting eight for 11 from 
the field. He added a trio of  
threes as well.  Kunkel and 
Boum also ended the night in 
double digits.

Outside of  Spears, 

Georgetown got offensive 
help from Akok Akok and 
Qudus Wahab, who scored 14 
and 10 points, respectively. 
The Hoyas shot 32% from the 
three-point line which was 
not enough to compete with 
a red-hot shooting perfor-

With the odds stacked 
against them, the Cincinnati 
Bengals steamrolled the Buf-
falo Bills 27-10 in a snowy 
game at Orchard Park to ad-
vance to their second straight 
AFC Championship Game.

This was one of  the most 
anticipated games of  the 
week, as both teams were set 
for a rematch of  their Week 
17 matchup that was canceled 
after Bills safety Damar Ham-
lin went into cardiac arrest on 
the field. 

With eyes on the Bills hop-
ing to make a Super Bowl 
run in Hamlin’s name, the 
odds were certainly stacked 
against the Bengals ahead of  
the game.

However, Cincinnati would 
make a statement early on 
both sides of  the ball. In the 
first quarter, the Bengals 
stormed down the field on 
their first two drives to build 
a 14-0 lead, and the defense 
held the Bills to just eight 
yards of  total offense in the 
first quarter. 

Burrow had one of  the 
best starts to a game in his 
career, completing all of  his 
first nine pass attempts for 
105 yards and two touch-
downs to Ja’Marr Chase and 
Hayden Hurst.

“The bigger the moment 

Against the odds, Burrow leads Bengals to victory in Bu�alo and to the AFC Championship

mance from Xavier. 
Xavier built on its ranking 

as the fifth best three-point 
shooting team in college bas-
ketball with the hot shooting 
night. 

Meanwhile, Georgetown’s 
turnovers cost them dearly as 

BY DANIEL KELLY
Guest Writer

Xavier scored 25 points off  
turnovers. Georgetown only 
scored five points off  Xavier 
turnovers. 

The Musketeers are 
back in action at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday on the road 
against Connecticut.

Men’s Basketball Rolls Past Georgetown After Road Loss

BY PAT GAINOR

Xavier triumphs in conference game with a 13-point win, will play Connecticut next
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day, rushing for 105 of  the 
team’s 172 total rushing yards. 

Despite Buffalo having some 
of  the best defensive linemen 
in the league and Cincinnati’s 
offensive line working through 
injuries, Burrow was sacked 
only once for two yards on a 
scramble. For many fans, this 
win felt like retribution against 
a league that was rooting 
against them. 

Last week, the league an-
nounced that a Bills-Chiefs 
AFC Championship Game 
would take place at a neutral 
site, Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
in Atlanta. Reports showed 
that around 50,000 tickets had 
been sold days before the Ben-
gals and Bills played against 
each other.  

Many players, notably Mix-
on, said they felt “disrespect-
ed,.” as this news came just a 
couple weeks after the NFL 
announced that their wild card 
game would be decided by a 
coin-flip if  the Ravens won in 
Week 18.

When asked about how he 
felt about the neutral-site game 
ticket situation after the win, 
Joe Cool replied with a simple 
response: “Better send those 
refunds.”

The Bengals will rematch 
the Chiefs from last year’s AFC 
Championship Game on Sun-
day, and the winner will head 
to the Super Bowl to face either 
the Niners or Eagles.
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Track and Field Continues Winter Season

Xavier Tennis hosted 
Northern Kentucky on Friday 
at the Eastern Hills Indoor 
Tennis Club in hopes to avoid 
a losing streak to start the 
young season. 

The men’s team introduced 
the Vikings to their aces as 
sophomore Ryan Cahill took 
the court alongside fresh-
man Deacon Thomas. Cahill 
and Thomas were busy early, 
dominating the first doubles 
match 6-2, giving the Muske-
teers a wave of  momentum. 
However, the Vikings came 
roaring ahead winning back-
to-back, nail-biting tiebreak-
ers inflicting a major blow to 
the Musketeers’ early success. 

Cahill and Thomas could 
not have responded better 
showcasing their dominance, 
with Cahill winning his sin-
gles match in 3 sets and Thom-
as sweeping his set, swinging 
the momentum back Xavier’s 
way. The tiebreaker did not 
get the best of  freshman Kyle 
Totorica as he rallied past his 
opponent in the tiebreaker set, 
avoiding a sweep and winning 
the final set 10-7, completing 
the comeback. 

Junior Jorge Santamaria 
and sophomore Marco Pan-
elli each brought it home in 
the final matches of  the day, 
sweeping their opponents for 
a combined 21-8 score. 

Northern Kentucky gave 
Xavier a fight. Nevertheless, 
Cahill and Thomas’ domi-
nance matched up with San-

tamaria and Panelli to wrap 
up a 6-1 victory. 

The women’s team had 
their hands full this weekend 
hosting Northern Kentucky 
Friday night and just 48 hours 
later had a date on the road 
against Notre Dame. After 
their frustrating defeat last 
week to Penn State, the wom-
en’s team was playing with a 
chip on their shoulder with 
hopes of  dominating the Vi-
kings, proving their Big East 
Championship was not a fluke. 
They did not disappoint. 

The Muskies swept the Vi-
kings in their doubles matches 
with the standout dominant 
duo of  junior Imani Graham 
and redshirt junior Anna 
Roggenburk, who crushed 
their opponents 6-1.

The Musketeers kept their 
foot on the gas in singles 

matches, sweeping five of  
their six and only allowing 
one to go to three sets but still 
prevailing. Graham was by far 
the player of  the match, dis-
playing textbook defense and 
dominating offensively in her 
doubles match and outscoring 
her opponent in her singles 
match 12-1. 

However, freshman Paulina 
Franco Martinessi played in 
the match of  the day, sweep-
ing her opponent, but both 
wins came in heart racing tie-
breaker fashion. It was a suc-
cessful Friday night defeating 
the Northern Kentucky Vi-
kings 7-0. 

With little time to remi-
nisce over their soul-crushing 
win Friday night, the Muskies 
were looking to carry their 
momentum to the Fighting 
Irish. However, their momen-

Tennis Narrowly Loses in Second Match 

tum did not travel well in 
two doubles matches despite 
a strong effort from Graham 
and Roggenburk, who lost 
their tiebreaker sets. 

The singles matches were 
all Notre Dame, taking six 
of  six. Despite this, freshman 
five-star recruit Abby Nu-
gent’s strong efforts did not 
go unnoticed, losing a close 
first set 7-5 then responding 
with a quick 6-1 second set 
victory before losing her final 
set and the match.  

A frustrating way for the 
women’s team to end their 
weekend despite the hot start. 
The women’s team looks for 
their first road win of  the 
year as they travel up to Day-
ton for a Friday night match, 
while the Men’s team heads 
up to take on Cleveland State 
Saturday afternoon. 

BY JUSTIN MALONE

BY BEN DICKISON

Sophomore Ryan Cahill and freshman Deacon Thomas left their second match of 

NFL 
Recap

Jaguars 20, Chiefs 27: 
What was thought to be 
an easy win for Kansas 
City almost turned into 
a season-killing disaster. 

In the second quarter, 
Patrick Mahomes suf-

fered a high-ankle sprain 
that knocked him out 

of  the first half, and the 
Jags looked to have a 

chance to make a stun-
ning upset. However, 
Mahomes returned to 
the game to keep the 
Chiefs afloat, and two 

costly turnovers by Jack-
sonville sent

 Kansas City to their fifth 
straight AFC Champi-
onship Game, in which 

Mahomes will likely play.

Giants 7, Eagles 38: 
Any worries about the 

Eagles coming out shaky 
from  the bye week after 
nearly losing the 1-seed 

against the Giants’ 
backups in Week 18 were 
swiftly put to rest. Phila-
delphia put on an offen-
sive clinic against New 
York, rushing for 268 
yards — their second 
most of  the season — 
en route to an absolute 

rout. The Eagles look to 
return to the Super Bowl 

for the first time since 
2018 as they host the 
Niners this Sunday.

Cowboys 12, 49ers 19: 
How ‘bout them Cow-
boys? After a dominant 
win against Brady and 

the Bucs, Dallas’ aspira-
tions of  their first NFC 
Championship Game in 
30 years were stifled by 
yet another showing of  

San Francisco’s defensive 
dominance. Despite a 

rather sluggish showing 
from Brock Purdy and 
the offense, the defense 
picked off  quarterback 

Dak Prescott twice, held 
their offense to 12 points, 

and shut down one of  
the worst final plays I 

have ever seen. Seriously. 
Look it up. It involves 
running back Ezekiel 

Elliot lining up at center, 
nine receivers lined up 
at wideout and the play 
falling apart on an over-
thrown ball thanks to a 
two man rush. It is peak 

comedy.

Eagles, whose convocation 
made the trip up I-71 from 
Louisville. The Musketeers 
notably do not field compet-
itors in events such as shot 
put, long jump, triple jump, 
weight throw and pole vault 
in neither men’s nor women’s 
contests.

The Xavier women ob-
tained a second place finish, 
an improvement from their 
collective result in Louisville, 
where the team notched just 
three respective top-five fin-
ishes — which doesn’t hold 
a candle to their fourteen re-
spective top-five finishes at 
MSJ. Winners in women’s 
events for the contingent 
from Norwood included Se-
nior Haley Morgan in the 60 
meter dash, Freshman Sophie 
Francis in the 400 meter dash 
and Elena Dimitri, a fresh-
man from Rochester, New 
York, who completed 15 laps 
around the track in a dashing 
10 minutes and 46.55 sec-
onds.

 In addition to that trifec-
ta of  speedsters, the Xavier 
4x400 relay team — com-
prised of  Sophie Francis, 
freshmen Audrey Bishop and 
Maddy Rivera, and sopho-
more Amanda MacKinnon  
— won by a whopping 13 

seconds. Rivera (1:03.52) and 
Bishop (1:04.46) rounded out 
an unabridged podium in the 
400 meter dash.

Maddy Rivera, a native 
of  Columbus, Indiana, is ex-
tremely fond of  both the 
4x400 and 400, stating, “The 
distance is kind of  perfect, be-
cause I can sprint it, but I also 
have to have the endurance to 
push myself  to the end.” She 
also lauded her relay allies, 
citing her “ability to rely on 
those around (her) for moti-
vation” and relief  of  pressure 
as the engine of  a relay team 
that could be likened to a bul-
let train speeding down the 
tracks.

Other podium finishers for 
the Musketeer women were 
Alaina Sullivan, a sophomore 
hailing from Anderson, Ohio 
who placed third in the 60 
meter dash with a time of  
eight seconds flat, and grad-
uate student Sydney Karpal. 
Karpal completed the 3000 
meter run (11:14.81), ade-
quate for a show to round 
off  a successful day for the 
Xavier women, who fell short 
only of  the Saints of  Thomas 
More in total team standings.

In the men’s realm, Xavi-
er secured a fifth-place finish, 
with multiple athletes achiev-

ing personal best finishes. 
Among this group was 60 
meter dash champion Ethan 
Ragland (7.22 seconds), a 
freshman from Richmond, 
Virginia. Ragland is exclu-
sively a sprinter; however, two 
Musketeers who double-time 
with both track and cross 
county set personal bests in 
select events. Freshmen Chris 
Lewis (second place, 4:24.43) 
and Alex Paliga (fifth place, 
4:36.28) both set their respec-
tive records in the mile. 

In addition to the success 
of  the freshmen, sophomore 
Sean Beam (23.02) conquered 
the field in the 200 meter 
dash. To Beam’s right on the 
podium was junior CJ Thi-
mons, who rang in a time of  
23.58 seconds.

Xavier’s track squad will 
look to build on their mo-
mentum in a return trip to 
“the 502” for the PNC Lenny 
Lyles Invitational hosted by 
the University of  Louisville 
this weekend. 

For those looking to sup-
port the Xavier Track & 
Field program, the team will 
be hosting a 50-50 raffle at 
the next home Men’s Basket-
ball game versus Providence 
on Feb. 1 at 6:30 p.m in Cintas 
Center.

Last Saturday, the Xavi-
er Musketeers track team 
dashed through their second 
meet of  the season. 

The team made the 
24-minute trek to Mount 
Saint Joseph’s University in 
Delhi Hills for the MSJ In-
vite. This invitational denot-
ed the second meet of  the 
indoor season and the second 
meet in as many weekends for 
the Runnin’ Muskies.

 Last Friday and Saturday, 
Xavier competed in the Lou-
isville Classic in the Derby 
City, hosted by the University 
of  Louisville at the Norton 
Healthcare Sports and Learn-
ing Center.The team was ex-
pected to have an indoor meet 
on Saturday, as conditions 
outside were a brisk 37 de-
grees. 

The Musketeers took to 
the 200 meter track in Cen-
tennial Field House along 
with the Wilmington (OH) 
Wildcats, Franklin (IN) Griz-
zlies, Hanover (IN) Panthers, 
Thomas More (KY) Saints, 
homestanding Mount St. Jo-
seph Lions, Anderson (IN) 
Ravens, and, on the men’s 
side exclusively, the Spalding 
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BY KATIE SANCHEZ

A&E Editor
Broadway in Cincinna-

ti announced the lineup for 
their 2023-2024 season of  
shows last Tuesday. These 
will be performed just a ten 
minute drive from campus at 
the Aronoff  Center for the 
Arts.

The lineup for next season 
features eight highly-antici-
pated shows, including sev-
eral productions coming to 
Cincinnati for the first time. 
The full list of  productions 
consists of: MJ: The Musical, 
Girl From the North Country, 
Disney’s Aladdin, Mrs. Doubt-
fire, Beetlejuice, Peter Pan, Six 
and Clue.

MJ: The Musical (Sept. 
5-17, 2023) kicks off  the 
2023-2024 season with a 
jukebox musical depicting 
music legend Michael Jack-
son’s career and the creation 
of  his 1992 Dangerous World 
Tour. Featuring more than 25 
of  Jackson’s biggest hits, this 
show is hitting the Aronoff  
stage on its first American 
tour after winning four Tony 
Awards last year.

Girl from the North Coun-
try (Oct. 17-29, 2023) follows 
up MJ with another juke-
box musical, this time fea-

turing musician Bob Dylan. 
This musical, set in Duluth, 
Minnesota, in 1934, uses 19 
songs from the singer-song-
writer to tell the story of  a 
struggling family running a 
guesthouse in the grips of  the 
Great Depression. Original-
ly opening on Broadway just 
one week before Broadway 
theaters were shuttered due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Girl from the North Coun-
try is joining MJ on a list of  
long-awaited shows to hit the 
American tour circuit.

Disney’s Aladdin (Nov. 14-

19, 2023), one of  the most 
anticipated performances of  
the season, brings the famil-
iar Disney hit to the stage 
with songs from the movie 
performed alongside songs 
unique to the stage version. 
Aladdin will bring a whole 
new world to the Aronoff  
stage for just one week this 
November on its 36-city 2023 
U.S. and Canada tour.

Mrs. Doubtfire (Jan. 16-28, 
2024) will kick off  the new 
year with another new show 
to Aronoff  audiences. Based 
on the classic 1993 film star-

ring Robin Williams, this 
musical tells the story of  a di-
vorced father who dresses up 
as a housekeeper in order to 
interact with his children.

Beetlejuice (March 12-24, 
2024), based on the cult classic 
1988 film of  the same name, 
is a fantasy horror comedy 
detailing the efforts of  ghosts 
attempting to haunt their for-
mer home with the help of  a 
devious demon. Beetlejuice will 
haunt the Aronoff  stages for 
the first time next spring.

Peter Pan (March 12-24, 
2024) will bring this soaring 

family favorite back to Cin-
cinnati. Based on J.M. Barrie’s 
1904 play and popularized by 
Disney’s 1953 film adapta-
tion, this timeless story will 
enchant audiences young and 
old.

Six (April 23-May 5, 2024), 
one of  the hottest and most 
popular new musicals of  the 
past decade, will have the-
atre fans fighting to see this 
Tony Award-winning pop 
rock musical. Six tells the sto-
ry of  King Henry VIII’s six 
wives through a rock concert 
in which each queen tells her 
own story by way of  pop bal-
lad in a show that continues to 
captivate global audiences.

Clue (May 14-19, 2024) 
will finish out the 2023-2024 
Broadway in Cincinnati sea-
son with a performance based 
on the classic family board 
game of  the same name. This 
innovative and interactive 
musical allows the audience to 
influence the outcome of  the 
show. For one week only, Cin-
cinnatians can see which of   
the 216 possible endings  of  
Clue they will watch play out 
on the Aronoff  stage.

Season tickets for the 2023-
2024 Broadway in Cincinnati 
season are on sale now with 
single ticket on-sale dates to 
be announced soon.

SZA Slays Again With 
Sophomore Album SOS

BY GUS NATIONS IV

Sometime between the an-
nouncement of  SZA’s soph-
omore album SOS and its 
release, I was listening back 
through her debut, and I had 
the feeling that CTRL would 
be pretty difficult to top. Five 
years ago, CTRL seemed like 
a welcome bit of  relatability 
in a year exploding with bril-
liant but admittedly challeng-
ing albums.

In 2017, Kendrick Lamar 
released DAMN, his visceral 
contemplation on race rela-
tionships that was literally 
meant to be played in reverse 
order; Tyler the Creator re-
leased Flower Boy, an album 
that simultaneously discussed 
gender expectations, loneli-
ness and beauty and Lorde re-
leased Melodrama, which was 
literally called... melodrama. 
In the face of  a collection of  
albums looking for answers, 
CTRL fit in as an understat-
ed, honest reflection of  daily 
struggles and successes. Of  
failed loves. Of  good and bad 
days.

 But that was five years 
ago. Since then, we’ve lived 
through a pandemic, BLM 
protests, mass shootings and 
an insurrection. It feels al-
most as if  the past half-decade 
has been the manifestation of  
2017’s concerns. So, as I wait-
ed for SOS, my question be-

came: How would SZA fit in 
a world that doesn’t seem to 
appreciate the value of  “con-
trol” anymore?

Fortunately, SZA doesn’t 
seem to have been immune 
to any of  the challenges the 
world has faced since she re-
leased CTRL. SOS takes what 
made her first album so spe-
cial and heightens it to an 
even more introspective place. 
Feelings she didn’t have be-
fore — or maybe feelings she 
didn’t want to admit she had 
before — are given light and 
explored deeply. Throughout 
the record, it feels like the 
stakes are higher.

SZA’s feelings of  confu-
sion and jealousy are given 
life through her lush yet laid-
back voice. On “Kill Bill,” she 
sings, “I might kill my ex / 
Not the best idea / His new 
girlfriend’s next / How’d I 

get here?” in an almost nurs-
ery-rhyme melody. Now, I 
can’t say I’ve ever actual-
ly wanted to kill an ex, but 
it’s lyrics like these that give 
voice to how frustrating rela-
tionships can be. Throughout 
SOS, SZA seems to know that 
we’ve all been there, and she 
wants us to know that she has, 
too. If  we won’t say it, she’ll 
sing it for us, and she’ll sing it 
with passion.

Perhaps more so than 
CTRL, SOS combines SZA’s 
powerful voice with rich, bass-
heavy beats. The combina-
tion of  her hypnotic singing 
with expanding, mobile beats 
makes pretty much anything 
she sings very convincing. 
On “Seek & Destroy,” she 
sings, “Now that I’ve ruined 
everything, I cannot com-
plain / Now that I’ve ruined 
everything I’m so f*ckin’ free 

Sensational Shows Set for Arono�

/ Now that I’ve ruined every-
thing, keep it all for me.” Be-
hind her, the beat thrums.

If  SOS has proven any-
thing, it’s that SZA is unique-
ly gifted in transforming her 
own experiences into art that 
anyone can immerse them-

selves in. I hope and pray 
that the next five years aren’t 
nearly as challenging as the 
last, but if  they are, and SZA 
decides to wait that long to re-
lease music again, I’d imagine 
that we’re in for another damn 
good album. 

• David Crosby, founding member of  
Crosby, Stills & Nash and The Byrds 
and hero to dads everywhere, died at 
81 (Jan. 18).

• Boygenius is back! The queer super 
group released their first work since 
2018 with three singles from their up-
coming album The Record (Jan. 18).

• The Screen Actors Guild released a 
statement defending actor Alec Bald-
win in response to manslaughter 
charges related to the Rust shooting 
(Jan 20).

• Justice, a documentary film centering 
on sexual assault allegations against 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavana-
ugh, debuted at Sundance Film Festi-
val (Jan. 21).

A&E SINGLES
BY CHARLIE GSTALDER

Opinions & Editorials Editor

Hit musicals SIx, Aladdin and  are three of eight shows announced by Broadway in Cincinnati to 
be performed in Cincinnati at the Aronoff Center during its 2023-24 season. Season tickets are on sale now.
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

Show Manager
The food industry has al-

ways been equal parts com-
plex and cutthroat, with a 
healthy dash of  sexiness add-
ed for good measure. No one 
lets us forget this like Holly-
wood. And in the decade of  
subverting tropes for the sake 
of  horror, it was no surprise 
that we finally got a fine-din-
ing thriller a la The Menu. 
Skeptical as I was based on 
the premise, by the end I was 
starved for more.

The film follows Margot 
(Anya Taylor-Joy), a small 
town “calls-it-as-she-sees-it” 
type, as she’s whisked away 
to what is promised to be an 
unforgettable night at one of  
the world’s most exclusive 
restaurants by her gastrono-
my-obsessed boyfriend, Tyler 
(Nicholas Hoult). The restau-
rant, Hawthorne, is led by 
reclusive genius Chef  Julian 
Slowick (Ralph Fiennes).

Now, of  course, with this 
being a dark and gritty take 
on the restaurant industry, it 
should come as no surprise  
to audience members when 
Chef  Slowick announces 
(fairly early on, too) that no 
one will leave the restaurant 
alive. As panic begins, so, too, 
does the plot of  the movie.

The rest of  the movie, 
without spoiling your appe-
tite, intermingles Margot and 
the other patrons’ fights for 
survival with the normal din-
ner service. I’d be remiss if, at 

this point, I didn’t talk about 
one particular editing choice 
of  this movie.

With every new course 
served comes a very tasteful-
ly crafted set of  clips of  Chef  
Slowick and his posse crafting 
and plating the dish, each time 
finished with a flourish and a 
title card of  fancy script ti-
tling and explaining the dish 
to us common folk. 

It’s all very “PR package 
promotional video,” but it has 
its role. With every new dish, 
we view Hawthorne and Chef  
Slowick closer and closer 

through Margot’s eyes, seeing 
the experimental horseshit 
she has to endure and pretend 
to understand. It also lends it-
self  to some of  the best jokes 
in the movie, so be sure to give 
everything a good read.

I’m happy to say that the 
style and sense of  luxury 
found in these moments seep 
into the rest of  the film. Ev-
erything from the set dress-
ing to the camerawork has a 
luxuriousness and warmth to 
it that makes the Scandinavian 
minimalism of  Hawthorne 
feel warm and inviting, quite 

literally keeping our palettes 
whetted for what’s to come 
next.

Much of  cooking is chem-
istry, and the chemistry be-
tween Fiennes and Taylor-Joy 
is delectable. It’s this delicate 
yet complicated mix of  un-
trustworthy ally and mortal 
enemy that’s executed quite 
well. With every biting quip 
thrown at one another, you’re 
also able to pick up on a note 
of  respect one has for the oth-
er. I think a large part of  this 
dynamic and why it works is 
that Taylor-Joy and Fiennes 

are no strangers to the dry 
style of  humor that’s ever so 
present in this movie and so 
they are able to act on their 
strengths and give the audi-
ence some truly stellar mo-
ments.

However, after digesting 
this movie for a couple days, 
the biggest gripe I kept com-
ing back to was the theme. It’s 
not subtle. In fact, it’s liter-
ally laid out on the table for 
you, but after seeing all the 
“ending explained” and “true 
meaning” content start to 
sprout its ugly head, I realized 
that is exactly the point.

For a film gilded with style 
and an A-list cast to be so 
blunt with its Philosophy 101 
theme, The Menu is literally 
part of  the menu. It is to ci-
nephiles what Chef  Slowick’s 
“breadless bread platter” was 
to the restaurant goers: pur-
posefully pretentious with no 
substance. Every style choice 
was to cause a stir, to make 
people gawk, to build up some 
fake understanding to some 
made up meaning. The giant, 
shining theme — that people 
ruin art with a need for deeper 
meaning — was in plain view 
the whole time.

Slowick welcomes Margot 
with a simple request: “Sa-
vor… but do not eat.” The 
same request has been given 
to us, the audience. But just 
like Margot, savoring leaves 
us “still fucking hungry,” and 
so The Menu invites us to tru-
ly feast on the arts, until there 
are no crumbs left.

Successful Avatar Sequel Lives Up to Hype
BY ADDISON BURKE

After a long 14 years, the 
highly anticipated sequel Av-
atar: The Way of  Water has 
finally arrived, and I was not 
at all disappointed. Set 15 
years after the first movie in 
the year 2170, a multitude of  
new characters are included, 
as well as those from the first 
film, like Jake and Neytiri, 
whom everyone has already 
grown to adore.

As it has been a while since 
the first movie was released, 
this installment began with 
a short recap to help watch-
ers remember what happened 
in the previous movie, but it 
quickly caught up to real time. 
Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) 
and Neytiri (Zoe Saldana) are 
now parents to five kids, one  
of  whom is the daughter of  
Dr. Grace Augustine (Sigour-
ney Weaver), who was killed 
in the first movie. It shows 
the growth of  the children 
into their pre-teen and teen-
age years, and we get to know 
small tidbits about each of  the 
kids.

We also see the return of  
Colonel Miles Quartich (Ste-
phen Lang) who is now an 
avatar, hunting after Jake for 
killing his human form. The 
colonel is also working with 

the humans because Earth is 
dying, and they will soon need 
a new place to call home, so 
they are exploring Pandora 
to see if  it can be their home 
along with the Na’vi.

Despite their efforts to 
protect their family, Jake and 
Neytiri decide to leave their 
forest. They venture to the 
Metkayina clan in the Pandor-
an oceans, where they learn 
how to protect themselves 
from the dangers of  the col-
onel and learn to live within 
a new clan, who teaches them 
how to be one with the wa-
ter and the creatures that live 
there.

Regardless of  its three-
hour running time, viewers 
never want to look away from 
the screen for fear of  missing 
a moment or detail of  this ex-
travaganza. I know I didn’t 
want to look away or miss 
anything. In an interview be-
fore the movie was released, 
Director James Cameron said 
that if  fans missed any scenes 
when first seeing the movie, 
“they can see the scene they 
missed when they come to see 
it again.”

Full of  many twists and 
turns until the very end, fans 
were not disappointed at any 
moment during the movie. 
Without giving too much 
away, this is not a movie you 

want to miss. This new story 
brings so many new charac-
ters that I grew to love, and 
I felt like I have been trans-
ported into the movie without 
even leaving my seat due to 
the amazing visuals and ef-
fects.

In an interview with NPR, 
Cameron claimed the movie’s 
success was due to people lov-
ing and caring about the char-
acters. 

“These characters, as you 
see them, could not be done 

The Menu is Deliciously Decadent

with makeup. So, you are not 
going to get that big-eyed, 
open, empathetic kind of  feel-
ing with makeup,” he said.

The franchise is currently 
set for three more movies to 
be released over the next five 
years, and Cameron has al-
ready filmed the third movie 
and parts of  the fourth. With 
this, we will thankfully not 
have to wait another 14 years 
between each movie and won-
der where these characters 
will go and how the trilogy 

will end up concluding.
 As of  Jan. 24, the movie 

has made over $2 billion, put-
ting it in sixth for the highest 
grossing movies worldwide, 
with the first Avatar movie 
being the top grossing mov-
ie ever with $2.9 billion made 
worldwide. There is still time 
to catch this irresistible mov-
ie in theaters, but if  you are 
unable to make it before it’s 
gone, it will arrive on Dis-
ney+ soon after its run in the-
aters around the world. 

The Menu,
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Aries: Shut the hell up. No one 
ASKED. 

Taurus: Channel your inner Jess from New 
Girl Elvis. Be the silly little goose we all 

know you are. 

Gemini: Channel your inner Austin Butler 
Elvis this week. You are sexy. 

Leo: Channel your inner “Velvet Elvis” by 
Kacey Musgraves this week. You’re going to 
find your very own Velvet Elvis very soon. 

Virgo: Channel your inner Dolly Parton 
wearing an Elvis jumpsuit this week. Let the 
glittery spirit of  Dolly fill your senses, babe. 

Libra: Channel your inner Blue Hawaii Elvis 
this week. I know it’s cold outside, so just 

pretend you’re on a beach with Elvis. 

Scorpio: Channel your inner Jason Momoa 
dressed as Elvis. He looked way too good. 

Sagittarius: Channel your inner “Suspicious 
Minds” Elvis this week. Although, tbh, maybe 

you should not let your love survive.

Capricorn: Channel your inner Elvis as a 
wedding pastor.

Aquarius: Channel your inner John Stamos 
as Elvis this week. John Stamos is the DILF 

of  all DILFs. 

Pisces: Channel your inner “Hound Dog” 
Elvis. Stop crying. Get up and do something 

about it. 

Cancer: Channel your inner "Blue Christ-
mas" Elvis this week. I know you’re still a 
little blue because you were single again at 

Christmas. 

Aries: Channel your inner Jungle Jims Elvis. 
He’s honestly pretty scary. 

Where is ELvis? 
BY BEN DICKISON, STAFF WRITER 

In lieu of recent rumors that Tiger King 

matriarch Carole Baskin’s presumed-dead 

ex-husband Don Lewis has been found alive 

and well, Newswire Breaking News Response 

Team is lacing up their blue suede shoes to 

embark on a quest to once-and-for-all deduce 

the fate of The King of Rock-and-Roll, Elvis 

Presley. The Breaking News Response Team 

has used echolocation and the unfathomable 

power of Bing Maps to create a comprehensive 

shortlist of feasible hideouts for one of the 

world’s most famous ever strummers of the 

guitar. While Newswire is optimistic that the 

list curated by the Breaking News Response 

Team will be able to pinpoint the Tupelo, 

Mississippi native, we are always open to 

tips from any Muskie (or just human being in 

general, for that matter) at our hotline; it can 

be reached by dialing 1-800-HOUN-DOG. Be 

the following whereabouts:

The Porcelain Throne: It is alleged that Elvis 

met his maker on the defecation station on 

Aug. 16, 1968. Could he be hiding in plain 

sight? 

A Recording Studio in Cuba: Tired:“Broad-

way Girls'' by Morgan Wallen ft. Lil Durk. 

Wired: "Ambitionz as a Hound Dog" by the 

late Tupac Shakur and the man himself. Music 

the moon landing was faked.

The Trenches: Elvis was drafted into the 

United States Army in 1958 and served both 

domestically and in Germany for a total of two 

years. What a tank. Werk, Elvie.

Not His Home State: Wanna know why the 

-

cause there’s nothing worth taking a crap on. 

You Need Some Elvis 

Bellarmine Chapel: Former residents 

of my dorm in Husman have picked up 

some silky blues tunes coming from the 

old room of Father Al Bischoff… Should 

we really be calling him 

“Father P?"

The Arcade Restaurant: The King was 

butter and banana sandwich between 

two gargantuan slices of bread and 

garnished with three industrial slices of 

greasy bacon to make a beautiful falsetto 

diner.

Talladega Superspeedway: Elvis was a 

known NASCAR superfan, even starring 

in a stock-car racing themed movie titled 

Speedway. Even if Elv has passed, his spir-

it (along with that of Queen Elizabeth, 

Dale Earnhardt and our sweet prince 

Harambe) could be found looking down 

on this holy ground where the Busch 

A Prison Located Near A Quarry: The 

well-known provocative dancer may still 

be searching for his “Jailhouse Rock.”

COMIC BY TESS BREWER 

THE KING WILL RETURN... 
NOT JESUS, BUT THE KING OF 
ROCK AND ROLL. ELVIS ARON 

PRESLEY. 
COMIC BY BRIANA DUNN


