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over the next few days and 
how to deal with her trauma 
and what’s going to happen 
with vigils and the folks who 
are experiencing it for the 
first time,” her father said.

Last Thursday, Xavier SGA 
President Ashley Findley re-
leased a statement to all stu-
dents on campus, condemning 
the shooting and calling it 
“frightening, unsettling and 
outrageous.” The email of-
fered links to Student Support 
Resources, as well as ways to 
contact student leaders for 
support as well.

Xavier will host a vigil in 
honor of  the three students 
killed today.

Police investigate gunman’s motives, Gov. Whitmer promises big change

Three students are dead 
and five more have been hos-
pitalized after a shooting at 
Michigan State University 
(MSU) last week.

According to police reports 
compiled by Michigan State 
police, perpetrator Anthony 
McRae entered Berkey Hall, 
an academic building at 8:18 
p.m. on Feb. 13 and shot sev-
eral students. He would make 
his way across campus and 
enter the MSU Union build-
ing at 8:30 p.m., again firing at 
students before escaping cam-
pus to nearby East Lansing.

The gunman took his own 
life hours later as he was con-
fronted by police. He was at 
large for roughly four hours 
after the shooting, according 
to MSU Interim Chief  Depu-
ty Chris Rozman.

The victims were 19-year-
old Arielle Anderson from 
Grosse Point, 20-year-old 
Brian Fraser from Grosse 
Point and 20-year-old Alex-
andria Verner from Clawson, 
Michigan. Verner was major-
ing in integrated biology and 
anthropology, Fraser was the 
President of  MSU’s Phi Delta 
Theta club and Anderson was 
looking to become a surgeon.

Two of  the five injured in 
the shooting have been up-
graded from critical condition 
to stable condition. Two of  
the three still in intensive care 
have been paralyzed from the 
neck down.

“This is still a fluid situa-
tion,” Rozman said. “There are 
several different crime scenes 
that we’re processing with our 
state and federal partners and 
still a lot of  work that needs 
to be done.”

The shooter had been con-
victed of  illegally carrying a 
concealed weapon in 2019, a 
felony that would have pre-
vented him from being al-
lowed to purchase a gun. 
However, he instead accepted 
a plea deal that downgraded 

the felony to a misdemean-
or and was sentenced to 1.5 
years of  probation. He was al-
lowed to purchase a gun after 
the probation ended and did 
so in 2021.

The gunman’s father said 
that following his mother’s 
death in 2020, his son became 
bitter, isolated and “evil an-
gry.” 

“He didn’t care about any-
thing no more,” he said.

In a note recovered off  his 
body, the gunman also alluded 
to future shootings in the Ew-
ing school district in New Jer-
sey, where he grew up, saying 
there would be “20 of  him” 
ready to carry out the massa-

cres. Ewing authorities have 
since confirmed that there is 
no active threat to the schools, 
though schools were closed 
on Feb. 14 as a precautionary 
measure.

Michigan State authorities 
said that his motive to attack 
the university is unclear and 
still under investigation by 
the FBI and other national 
justice resources.

In the wake of  the shooting, 
Governor Gretchen Wilm-
er condemned the amount of  
mass shootings in America as 
a “truly American problem” 
and promised to push forward 
legislative changes.

“The time for only thoughts 

and prayers is over,” Whitmer 
tweeted accompanying a re-
leased video statement. “We 
are in a unique position to 
take action and save lives. And 
that’s exactly what we are go-
ing to do in the weeks ahead.”

Several students have spo-
ken out about the terror they 
felt while the university was 
in lockdown and how things 
will never be the same again.

Emma Grace Riddle, a first-
year history major at MSU, 
was also a survivor of  the Ox-
ford High School shooting in 
November 2021, just under 15 
months prior to this shooting.

“It sucks to even say this, 
but she knows what’s coming 

Students at Michigan State University mourn three of their classmates who were shot on campus last week. Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer condemned the shooting, adding that “thoughts and prayers” would not replace legislative action.
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Norwood Together is a program attempting to achieve community agreement
Prof Pushes Collaboration with Locals

Norwood Together, a local 
non-profit, aims to grow eco-
nomic development in Nor-
wood as well as build commu-
nity. 

Founded in 2017 by a small 
group of  Norwood residents, 
the group partnered with Lo-
cal Initiatives Support Corpo-
ration (LISC) of  Greater Cin-
cinnati to complete a Quality 
of  Life Assessment and create 
a 10-year vision called the 
Norwood Community Agree-
ment. 

Norwood Together came 
together to work towards 
achieving the goals created 
in the community agreement 
and improving the city in the 
long-run.

"Together, we have big 
dreams and big goals — and 
big tasks in front of  us to ac-
complish those dreams and vi-
sions,” Mary C. Miller, Pres-
ident of  Norwood Together, 
said. 

Mak Krivka, a sophomore 
Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public major, has spent the 
past semester as an intern for 
Norwood Together. Krivka 
spoke about the impact the 
program has on the commu-
nity.

“Obviously, Norwood is a 
small city. So when we do an 
event, people show up and we 
can see the individual impact 
we have on them,” Krivka said. 
“The work we do at Norwood 

Together coincides with ser-
vice opportunities on campus, 
so we are sometimes legiti-
mately working side by side 
with students at Xavier. If  
we are able to bridge that gap 
and get more students over 
here helping us with events, 
that would be a massive boost 
for us, and hopefully for the 
school as well,” he continued.

In addition to student in-
terns, Xavier has partnered 
with Norwood Together in 
other ways.

Dr. Marcie Lensges, an 
assistant professor of  man-

agement and entrepreneur-
ship, has her students com-
plete a team project for a local 
non-profit in her MGMT 385 
course. 

For the past few years, 
Norwood Together has been 
one of  the organizations her 
students partner with. 

Ryan Petrunia, a senior 
business management major, 
is currently enrolled in the 
course. Currently, Petrunia’s 
group is working on a project 
for Norwood Together. 

“We are currently work-
ing on a proposal for Nor-

wood Together to find them 
an office space on Montgom-
ery Road. This proposal will 
include options on the office 
space, such as either renting 
or buying and renovating a 
property, and a three year bud-
get timeline so that Norwood 
Together will be prepared to 
move in to an office space in 
three years time,” Petrunia 
said.

Angela Gray-Girton, Di-
rector of  the Eigel Center 
for Community Engaged 
Learning, emphasized the im-
portance of  the partnership 

Norwood Together has with 
Xavier.

“Norwood Together is 
working to make Norwood 
a more walkable communi-
ty and has supported and 
helped to lead work on Was-
son Way, a huge asset to the 
Xavier campus community 
and surrounding area.  Nor-
wood Together is also a great 
community partner to Xavi-
er — hosting classes like Dr. 
Lensges’ project management 
class, Dr. Ronis-Tobin’s pop-
ulation health class, and also 
supervises projects for other 
courses,” Gray-Girton said.

Both Krivka and Petrunia 
emphasized the importance 
of  getting out and involved in 
the surrounding community. 

“I would try to either vol-
unteer with Xavier or other 
organizations that help out 
the city of  Norwood or just 
visit small businesses around 
Norwood. There are a cou-
ple hidden gems you can find 
around Norwood that can get 
you engaged with the commu-
nity,” Petrunia said.

“Norwood Together hopes 
to help build and strengthen 
community in Norwood, to 
support neighbors in creating 
a sense of  connection and be-
longing, to activate commu-
nities and community spaces 
such that we all experience 
positive impact as a result,“ 
Gray-Girton said.

Students looking to become 
involved can visit norwoodto-
gether.org.

BY ETHAN NICHOLS
World News Editor

XU "Stan" Accounts Take Over Xavier Student's Instas

Photo courtesy of Mary C. Miller/Norwood Together
Locals of Norwood, seen here at their annual parade in 2022, are a part of the Norwood Together initiative. 

Several Xavier-themed 
celebrity fan accounts have 
gained popularity throughout 
the last few months. 

The XU fandoms Insta-
gram accounts consist of   
@XUArianators, @XU-
Harries, @HarriesOfXU, @
XUHotties, @XUBarbz, @
XUSwifties. 

These accounts include 
highlights of  Ariana Grande, 
Harry Styles, Megan Thee 
Stallion, Nicki Minaj and 
Taylor Swift, respectively. 

The accounts reshare pop-
ular videos of  the artist or in-
fluencer, as well as fan art of  
the celebrity and commentary 
from fans. Similarly, owners 
of  the university-inspired In-
stagram fan accounts include 
individual aspects about their 
corresponding university 
while still retaining the es-
sence of  a typical fan account. 

The Xavier Taylor Swift 
fan account, @XUSwifties, 
currently has over 180 follow-
ers on Instagram and their 
bio reads: “@TaylorSwift is 
the queen of  our hearts. Not 

affiliated with Xavier Univer-
sity (but looking for an advi-
sor to become a real club!).” 

The account owner, who 
chose to remain anonymous, 
spoke about the account's rise 
in followers in addition to 
their connection to the other 
XU fan accounts.

“I made the account about 
this time last year, and it real-
ly started to blow up this se-
mester,” they said. 

The owner shared their in-
spiration for initially creating 
the account.

“I saw some of  these oth-
er fan accounts from other 
universities and thought ‘this 
is so cute; I want to do that,’” 
they said. 

The other XU fan account 
owners all post content relat-
ing to each other's Instagram 
accounts, which allows them 
to collaborate on imaginative 
posts, promote the other XU 
accounts and share followers 
across their Instagram pages. 

The @XUSwifties account 
owner described how they 
have all become friends by 
connecting through their love 
of  designing this type of  con-
tent and their love for these 

BY KYRA HUDSON artists.
“Everyone is so nice, and 

@XUBarbz, the Xavier fan 
account for Nicki Minaj, is so 
creative making the edits for 
the accounts,” they said.

Whether rooting for the 
Xavier basketball team and 
hiding a picture of  Harry 
Styles in the crowd or creat-
ing a text chain between all 
of  the XU fandom accounts, 
they all frequently post on In-
stagram. 

The account owners con-
tinue to connect with one 
another by attending celeb-
rity-themed events togeth-
er, such as the recent Taylor 
Swift party at Bogart’s music 
venue in Clifton. 

“It is such a great commu-
nity, and I would love it if  we 
were all able to hang out and 
one day have a listening par-
ty,” the @XUSwifties owner 
said. 

Though none of  these ac-
counts are currently affiliated 
with the university, the XU 
celebrity-fan account owners 
are interested in establishing 
a formal XU fandoms club or 
pop-culture club but are look-
ing for an advisor and anyone 

February 20, 2022
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• SGA members attended President of  Xavi-
er University Dr. Colleen Hanycz's Stra-
tegic Plan launch in the Cintas Center 
Banquet room on Feb. 20.   
 

• The SGA Executives introduced the 2023-
2024 University Affiliated Organizations 
and Subordinate Bodies Budget alloca-
tion to the Senate this week. They will be 
voted on next week.    

COURTESY  OF @XUSGA VIA INSTAGRAM

who would be interested in 
becoming a board member for 
the club.

“Make sure to follow all 
of  the accounts. If  you know 
anyone who is willing to be an 
advisor for the club or anyone 
who would want to be a board 
member, feel free to DM us,” 
the owner of  @XUSwifties 
said. 

The medium of  Instagram, 
the account owners are always 
welcoming new fans to their 
social media pages and hope 
to grow their fanbases to cre-
ate a welcoming Xavier com-
munity with the commonality 
of  admiring these famous and 
talented artists. 

“The more the merrier," the 
owner of  @XUSwifties said.

Campus News xaviernewswire.comFebruary 22, 20232
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BY JULIA LANKISCH

Train Derailment Leads to Ecological Disaster

By Reagan Oliver
Staff  Writer

Talk about an icebreaker –– except this 
fact isn’t very fun. The Thwaites Glacier is 
the largest glacier in West Antarctica, but 
it may not be for long. 

The rate at which the glacier is melting 
is much faster than the rate at which new 
ice is freezing due to ice melting faster 
than it has in the last few thousand years.
The Thwaites Glacier alone has accounted 
for roughly half  of  the ice lost in Antarc-
tica. 

Peter Davis, an oceanographer at the 
British Antarctic Survey, led a team of  
researchers to evaluate the Thwaites. The 
researchers used a remote-operated vehicle 
(ROV) to assess the glacier’s underbelly. 
The ROV found massive cracks, also known 
as basal crevasses, underneath the Thwait-
es. 

These cracks pose a colossal threat, 
exposing more surface area of  the glacier 
for warm seawater to erode, increasing the 
melting rate. This could accelerate the 
years-long process of  these cracks’ disin-
tegration of  the Thwaites until the crack 
reaches hundreds of  meters up to the top. 
In the researcher’s report, published Feb. 
15 by Nature, they explained that even the 
most minor cracks in a glacier could inflict 
massive damage to the glacier and the en-
tire ecosystem. 

The disintegration of  this glacier would 
have catastrophic repercussions. Over the 
past few centuries, the global sea level has 
risen by five to eight inches; the melting 
of  the Thwaites could cause the global sea 
level to rise by up to 10 feet. Cities such as 
New York City, New Orleans, Miami and 
Hollywood would suffer massive damage 
if  they managed to survive the rising sea 
level. 

The world is a place of  connectivity, so 
don’t think that a glacier on the southmost 
pole of  our planet isn’t going to affect your 
daily life here in the U.S.

Science Simpli� ed

Biden Delivers State of the Union
BY MORGAN MILES

President Joe Biden ex-
pressed interest in supporting 
America’s middle class and 
tackling issues that econom-
ically impair the middle class 
in his second annual State of  
the Union Address held earli-
er this month.

Biden emphasized the 
country’s improvement in 
standing up for working and 
middle-class families. He 
spoke about topics such as 
healthcare for veterans, end-
ing the opioid and cancer ep-
idemics and banning assault 
weapons.

“That’s always been my 
vision of  our country, and I 
know it’s many of  yours. To 
restore the soul of  this na-
tion. To rebuild the backbone 
of  America, America’s middle 
class, and to unite the coun-
try,” Biden said.

Beginning the speech, 
Biden spoke on the unemploy-
ment rate at record high per-
centages: In the last 50 years, 
the unemployment rate is the 
lowest it has been at 3.4%. 
Though Biden congratulat-
ed his administration and the 
people for creating 800,000 
manufacturing jobs recently, 
he expressed concern about 
inflation as a global problem.

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Biden explained that 
inflation has persisted and 
grown in percentage — until 
now. In the last six months, 
inflation has decreased in the 

U.S. Using inflation to segue 
into domestic issues, Biden 
mentioned his bipartisan in-
frastructure law, which was 
the largest infrastructure 
investment since the 1950s. 
The bipartisan infrastructure 
law supports projects such as 
repairing the Brent Spence 
Bridge, a popular freight-car-
rying bridge in Kentucky 
passing over the Ohio River 
that has needed repaits for de-
cades.

“For too many decades, we 
imported projects and export-
ed jobs. Now, thanks to what 
you’ve all done, we’re export-
ing American products and 
creating American jobs,” Biden 
said.

He also appealed to families 
by assuring the union that poi-
sonous lead pipes in American 
homes, childcare centers and 
schools would be replaced.

Briefly, Biden targeted the 
national mental health crisis, 
urging people to do more about 
mental health: “When millions 
of  young people are struggling 
with bullying, violence, trau-
ma, we owe them greater access 
to mental health care at their 
schools.”

Consistent with bipartisan 
positive rhetoric, he followed 
up with concern for children 
having their information stolen  
social media platforms and how 
that may be solved through bi-
partisan legislation.

Simultaneously targeting 
the healthcare system, Biden 
accused the pharmaceutical 
industry of  unfairly charging 

people hundreds of  dollars for 
insulin that takes $10 to make 
per vial. So far, the Biden ad-
ministration, he reports, has 
capped insulin costs at $35 for 
seniors on Medicare, but the 
administration wants to have 
the $35 cap applicable to all 
demographics by 2025.

Other long-term goals 
Biden advocated for during 
the address to the union were 
affordable childcare, paid fam-
ily medical leave and granting 
all workers a livable wage —
through, the PRO Act.

Biden used his fourth and 
final point to highlight a 
planned 25-year fight against 
cancer. The administration’s 
aim, he said, is to turn cancer 
into a treatable disease, with 
deaths by cancer reduced by 
50%.

Biden ended his speech 
with a reminder that the 
union, the people and the na-
tion are strong.

“We’re the United States of  
America, and there’s nothing, 
nothing beyond our capacity 
if  we do it together,” Biden 
said.

Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huck-
abee Sanders delivered the re-
publican response to the State 
of  the Union shortly follow-
ing Biden’s speech.

“America is great because 
we are free. But today, our 
freedom is under attack, and 
the America we love is in dan-
ger. President Biden and the 
Democrats have failed you. 
It’s time for a change,” Huck-
abee said.
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the largest glacier in West Antarctica, but 
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The rate at which the glacier is melting 
is much faster than the rate at which new 
ice is freezing due to ice melting faster 
than it has in the last few thousand years.
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have catastrophic repercussions. Over the 
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of  the Thwaites could cause the global sea 
level to rise by up to 10 feet. Cities such as 
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pole of  our planet isn’t going to affect your 
daily life here in the U.S.

On Feb. 3, residents of  East 
Palestine, Ohio witnessed a 
plume of  pitch black smoke 
rising over their town.

A train carrying vinyl chlo-
ride, butyl acrylate and other 
chemicals derailed. In re-
sponse, authorities decided to 
burn off  the vinyl chloride to 
prevent an explosion; the con-
trolled burn is what caused 
the pillar of  smoke.

Residents were immediate-
ly ordered to evacuate their 
homes until further notice. 
They did not return until five 
days later, when the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) told them it was safe. 
Upon returning, some res-
idents reported headaches, 
nausea, sore throats and rash-
es.

Vinyl chloride is carcino-
genic. It can cause several 
types of  rare liver cancers, 
leukemia and lymphoma. 
When burned or released 
into the air and water, vinyl 
chloride combusts into hy-
drochloric acid, an extremely 
corrosive substance even at 
low exposure levels, and phos-
gene, which causes eye, nose 
and throat irritation.

The 11 cars carrying haz-
ardous materials also con-
tained butyl acrylate, a glue 
and paint precursor known to 
cause various respiratory ail-
ments, dizziness, nausea and 
headaches. It spilled into the 
Ohio River, according to the 
EPA.

The EPA announced that 
no toxic materials have been 
found downstream from the 
disaster, citing preliminary 
tests its toxicologists have 
been conducting over the past 
several weeks. Cincinnati’s 
drinking water will be unaf-
fected, as water officials have 
ceased intake from the Ohio 
River.

According to the EPA, only 
people who draw water from 
private wells need to use bot-
tled water. The drinking wa-
ter from municipal wells in 
the area is safe. However, local 
authorities have reported the 
deaths of  about 3,500 fishes 
over the last few weeks, and 
residents have reported dead 
livestock and pets.

Chemists have expressed 
concerns that the initial sen-
sors used to test the air are 
not sensitive enough to de-
tect the small amounts of  air-
borne chemicals that are left 
at this point — they are made 
to detect significantly large 

amounts, not what is leftover 
in the atmosphere.

Governor Mike DeWine 
noted in a press conference 
last Wednesday that state of-
ficials were unaware of  the 
contents of  the train in ad-
vance. Norfolk Southern did 
not classify the materials as 
high-hazardous, and few knew 
about the chemicals that were 
passing through their com-
munities.

Rail workers have been 
warning industry officials for 
years that these issues could 
possibly be catastrophic, and 
there are several measures 
that can be taken to prevent 
spills and derailments in the 
future.

Oftentimes these disas-
ters arise from a lack of  suf-
ficient staff. Railroads have 
decreased their workforce by 
approximately 30% over the 
last six years, and trains have 
only become longer, meaning 
there are more cars per person 
than in years prior.

The installation of  elec-
tronic pneumatic brakes, 
while expensive to railroad 
companies, allows all the cars 
to brake at the same time rath-
er than just the first car. An 
Obama-era law required these 
systems, and it was rolled 
back during the Trump ad-

ministration.
A town hall was held for 

East Palestinians to express 
their concerns about the de-
railment and subsequent 
events. According to CNN, 
one resident shouted, “Why 
are people getting sick if  
there’s nothing in the air or in 
the water?”

Residents have report-
ed feeling unsafe in the area. 
They have spotted what looks 
like oil slicks — likely butyl 
acrylate — in their water-
ways, and the air still smells 
like “nail polish remover and 
burning tires.”

Senator Sherrod Brown ex-
pressed his understanding for 
the people of  the town, saying 
that they have a right to be 
skeptical about the quality of  
their air and water despite ini-
tial testing results. The Ohio 
Department of  Health also 
announced at the town hall 

that they will be setting up a 
clinic to address medical con-
cerns. The staff  will include 
doctors, nurses, mental health 
care specialists and toxicolo-
gists.

The Norfolk Southern 
CEO was not present at the 
meeting, citing safety con-
cerns. He instead addressed 
East Palestinians in a letter, 
saying the company will be 
there as long as necessary to 
ensure the welfare of  the vil-
lage’s residents and that they 
are investigating the cause of  
the derailment.

Brown assured citizens he 
would hold Norfolk Southern 
accountable for the damages 
caused. In the meantime, Pres-
ident Joe Biden and DeWine 
have sent the Centers’ for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
and other expert assessment 
teams to investigate any risk 
left to the residents.
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Cincinnati Considers Plastic Bag Ban Again
BY ADDISON BURKE

The plastic bag ban, which 
aims to eliminate single-use 
plastic shopping bags in gro-
cery and convenience stores, 
is once again being presented 
by the Cincinnati City Coun-
cil.

Initially, a local ban was 
intended to go into effect 
in 2021, but state lawmak-
ers silently passed a bill that 
blocked this ban. This time 
around, there may be a better 
chance that state lawmakers 
pass the measure since Kroger 
stores plan to eliminate their 
single-use plastic bags in U.S. 
stores by 2025.

Ohio currently prohibits 
charging a fee or tax for plas-
tic bags, but no legislation 
states that cities can’t ban the 
distribution of  plastic bags. 
This is what the city is cur-
rently trying to work through 
so that they can implement 
this ban when possible.

 “The next and really con-
current thing that we need to 
do is continue educating the 
public about why single-use 
plastic bags and other bags 
are bad for the environment, 
bad for our communities and 

why they should be using re-
usable bags,” Nathan Alley, 
Conservation Program Coor-
dinator for Sierra Club, Ohio 
stated.

For some, plastic bags can 
be pivotal for their lives. Many 
homeless people greatly de-
pend on plastic bags to carry 
around their goods and keep 
their belongings dry when 
inclement weather occurs. If  
the plastic bag ban fully takes 
place in convenience and gro-
cery stores, homeless individ-
uals will have to find an alter-
native to keeping their goods 
dry, especially if  the main 
alternative in stores becomes 
paper bags, which can break 
and fall apart.

By instating the plastic bag 
ban across the city, Cincinnati 
is following in the footsteps 
of  Cuyahoga County and the 
City of  Bexley, which placed 
their bans into effect in 2022, 
and they have not faced any 
legal challenges with it.

Finding altneratives to 
single-use plastic bags that is 
affordable and accessible is a 
priority for some.

“We certainly don’t want 
this to be burdensome in any 
kind of  way. But we also know 
that the cost benefit — the 

sustainability, environmental 
impact, the health benefit — 
to this certainly outweighs 
everything in my opinion,” 
Councilmember Meeka Ow-
ens, chair of  the Climate, En-
vironment and Infrastructure 
Committee, said.

While the fate of  the plas-
tic bag ban has yet to be decid-
ed, the Green Cincinnati Plan 
is currently being crafted that 
will aim to address this ban, 
climate change and bolster 
the environmental resilience 
of  the city and its neighbor-
hoods. The plan is currently 
being updated from its previ-
ous version in 2018, and it’s 
being updated for a hopeful 
release for this spring.

Kroger has pledged to elim-
inate single-use plastic bags in 
all its stores by 2025. 

“Kroger remains commit-
ted to our goal to phase out 
single-use plastic bags in our 
stores across the country by 
2025. The Kroger team con-
tinues to plan our transition 
timeline for retail divisions to 
meet this commitment, said 
Kroger spokeswoman Jenifer 
Moore.

So far, only 60, or roughly 
2%, of  all Kroger stores have 
phased out plastic bags.

Federal Reserve Takes Action to Combat In�ation

The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) rose 6.4% from last Jan-
uary, indicating continuously 
high levels of  inflation in the 
U.S. economy. The announce-
ment of  new rates last Tues-
day is a decrease from a rate 
of  6.5% growth in December 
2022.

The CPI is a measurement 
of  how the expenses of  an av-
erage American change over 
time. It takes into account 
price changes in goods that 
are most commonly consumed 
on a regular basis such as gas, 
food, clothing and medical 
services. An increase of  6.4% 
means that the expenses of  an 
average American this Janu-

ary are 6.4% higher than they 
were a year ago.

To combat inflation, the 
Federal Reserve has the power 
to set interest rates on loans. 
By increasing these rates, 
loans become more expensive 
The hope is that the demand 
for loans from banks will go 
down. In turn, the demand 
for other goods will decrease 
as well, forcing producers to 
lower their prices.

Since the beginning of  
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Federal Reserve has been 
responding to rising prices 
by incrementally increasing 
these rates. Over the past sev-
eral months, the Federal Re-
serve has been raising inter-
est rates at a historic pace by 
increments of  up to 75 basis 

points, or 75 hundredths of  a 
percent. 

More recently, however, the 
Federal Reserve has opted to 
decrease their interest rate 
hikes to smaller increments 
as low as 25 basis points. The 
more dramatic hikes proved 
useful in cooling inflation 
from a record high 9.1% in 
July 2022, but this month’s 
announcement of  new rates is 
less promising; the increase in 
CPI decreased by 0.1% from 
December to January. 

In response to these new 
rates of  inflation, Dr. Jae 
Hoon Choi, a professor of  
macroeconomics at Xavier 
University’s Williams College 
of  Business, explained: “This 
announcement was important 
because it’s going to critical-

ly affect what the Federal Re-
serve is going to do in March.”

The Federal Reserve meets 
every six weeks to determine 
a course of  action in response 
to changes in the economy 
and will meet this March to 
decide their next steps. Choi 
and other experts predict that 
interest rates will be pushed 
even higher, this time even 
more dramatically.

This, in turn, could have 
drastic effects on other as-
pects of  the economy such as 
the job market. Though un-
employment is at a historic 
low, high-paying, high-skilled 
jobs will likely be harder to 
find after this March. Firms 
will be affected by higher in-
terest rates because they take 

out loans. Employers, in turn, 
will be less keen to hire new 
workers who command high-
er salaries — workers with 
college degrees graduating 
this spring.

“That’s why this inflation 
number was very important,” 
Choi explained. “March inter-
est rates are going to deter-
mine how companies are go-
ing to plan their investment 
(in workers) in April and 
May… which coincides with 
graduation.”

“Nothing is certain,” Choi 
said. “Uncertainty is not 
something people like, so 
that’s why we want to look at 
what’s going on every day… 
then we can actually make a 
better plan.”

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org
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stands by students right to 

Last semester, I captained 
Newswire’s intramural, co-ed 
sand volleyball team, and in 
doing so, I stumbled upon a 
rule in the handbook: “In all 
matches, a team shall be com-
posed of  two (2) men and two 
(2) women… Teams may play 
with two men and zero wom-
en, or four women and zero 
men.” 

I was troubled by this rule 
for a multitude of  reasons, 
including the implied sex-
ism with the fact that, hypo-
thetically, the rules deem two 
men versus four women to 
be an acceptable, fair match-
up. However, my main qualm 
with this rule is the bina-
ry gender language it uses. 
There is no mention of  how 
this rule would apply to a gen-
der non-conforming student.

This exclusion gives rise 
to potential burdensome 
conflicts that would dispro-
portionately harm gender 
non-conforming students at 
Xavier. If  a nonbinary stu-
dent joins the co-ed sand vol-
leyball team and they pres-

ent more masculine, there is 
potential for assumptions to 
be made about their gender 
identity. This increases the 
odds that they might be mis-
gendered by student referees 
or members of  the opposing 
team who attempt to enforce 
this rule. The gendered lan-
guage in the handbook makes 
students vulnerable to becom-
ing the victim or victimizer in 
potential bias incidents, creat-
ing conflict among students 
on campus. 

Of  course, I understand 
that this rule was not made 
with ill intentions, and I 
wholeheartedly believe that 
when the rule was written, it 
was created to ensure a more 
fair and equitable competition. 
However, it had unintended 
consequences that need to be 
addressed. I’m also aware that 
the purpose of  having co-ed 
sports was to provide a friend-
ly, low-competition activity 
that doesn’t segregate. Yet, 
this rule does not serve this 
purpose well; as it excludes an 
entire population of  students 

with rigid, binary and non- in-
clusive language. 

That said, I sought out 
those in charge of  intra-
mural sports at Xavier and 
approached them with my 
concerns and suggestions to 
remove this binary rule, and 
I’ll give them some credit for 
engaging in this dialogue to-
ward finding a solution. How-
ever, it is important to under-
stand there will be aspects of  
this dialogue where I will not 
compromise.  

In our conversation, it was 
stated that a student who has 
this issue may reach out and 
exceptions can be made so 
they can participate. Although 
I can appreciate that effort to 
include gender non-conform-
ing students, the reality is that 
students’ first thoughts are 
not to email the intramural 
sports directors to tell them 
about their gender identity. 
Instead, they’ll just be dis-
couraged from participating 
altogether.  

Even if  a student took that 
step, it would require them to 

disclose personal information 
about their gender identity 
that they may not be comfort-
able sharing. The process of  
including students who iden-
tify outside the gender binary 
should not involve the forced 
outing of  students as a pre-
requisite to participate on an 
intramural sports team. 

Non- inclusive gendered 
language for co-ed intramural 
sports needs to be completely 
thrown out of  the handbook. 
I understand these rules were 
made for the purpose of  cre-
ating  more fair competition. 
However, it should not come 
at the expense of  queer stu-
dents. If  you intend to create 
fair gameplay, do so without 
gendered language that caus-
es undue harm to a specific 
identity group. 

I suggest creating a rule 
based on height as an albeit 
imperfect example. The orig-
inal rule intends to address 
physical advantages that men 
may, on average, have over 
women, such as height. In-
stead of  a gender based rule, 

have a rule that there may 
only be two people maximum 
above a certain height, per-
haps related to the height of  
the net, on the court at any 
point in time. On that point, I 
will not entertain claims that 
now discriminate and exclude 
tall people from playing as 
was suggested. 

It’s a simple ask. Remove 
the harmful binary language 
from the handbook, and find 
an inclusive alternative. 

Intramural Lack Inclusion

Senseless by all Standards
In a statement released by 

Michigan Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer, she called the mass 
shooting epidemic an “Ameri-
can problem.”

Right away, most emotion-
ally competent people will 
probably go, “Well, duh. The 
number of   guns in the coun-
try per 100 people is higher 
than 100, and there have been 
more mass shootings this year 
than there are days gone in 
2023. We, as a country, have 
come to a point where some 
unengaged soul looks at the 
news on their phone, grimac-
es when they see that someone 
shot up a high school and then 
just continues with their day. 
No other place in the world 
has that problem.”

That person in the last 
sentence was once me. In 
preparing my article about 
the Michigan State shoot-
ing this week, I came to the 
horrifying realization that 
while there were the names 
of  the shootings that every-
one knew — Parkland, Sandy 
Hook, Columbine, Uvalde and 
others — there were many 

that had happened and taken 
the lives of  students my age 
and younger that had slipped 
through the cracks. More 
than 350 school shootings and 
hundreds of  thousands dead 
just left to fade into obscurity 
for the unobservant observer.

There was a school shoot-
ing last year in St. Louis about 
which I wrote an article, and 
I came to realize the process 
these all went through. The 
shooting happened, there 
was massive coverage about 
the response and the grief, 
a motive was established to 
the suspect, legislation was 
pushed forward to restrict 
mentally unfit people from us-
ing guns in places like schools 
and the arrogant red rashes 
in our government systems 
who only offer “thoughts and 
prayers” shut it down because 
that’s what gets them re-elect-
ed.

Cynical? Absolutely. Per-
haps excessively so. But Mich-
igan State was different.

Usually, there is a motive, 
something about rage against 
the school or the student body 

itself. But in this case, there 
was, and still is, none. Antho-
ny McRae walked into two 
Michigan State buildings and 
shot at students, killing three 
and injuring five.

Nobody knows why.
That’s what got to me. I 

came to realize that the peo-
ple that have died could have 
been me, my friends or some-
one that I knew. An angry 
person with a gun could walk 
into Gallagher and kill some-
one I care about and, outside 
of  the Xavier community, 
they would just be a name on 
a list where kids keep dying 
and efforts to stop that are 
actively prevented from oc-
curring. People still see quiet 
kid memes on TikTok, smile 
at them and move on. Nothing 
changes, and soon enough, 
three more shootings have 
happened to kick dirt over ev-
erything that happened here.

Isn’t that the most Amer-
ican shit ever? It feels so 
wrong that young adults have 
the power to stop it. 

The 2022 midterms helped 
prompt the realization of  how 

much power we have. We took 
a Senate that was predicted 
to be swamped with red and 
flipped it blue. We showed 
that we can be the generation 
of  change that can bring pro-
tection to queer persons, im-
migrants, reproductive rights 
and more. As the young peo-
ple of  America, we can stand 
in honor of  those who were 
gunned down in their schools 
and begin to denormalize this 
abhorrent abnormality. 

We have been shown the 
power of  our actions, so no 
longer can we write it off  as a 
sad reality of  life in this hor-
ribly flawed country. We don’t 
have to sigh in sadness at 
the protests the enraged and 
grieving Spartan community 
is having because we know 
they’ll be stamped out by the 
red despots endorsed by the 
National Rifle Association.

It’s easy to feel hopeless 
and cynical about everything, 
living in paranoia about the 
possibility of  someone we 
love being next. But we have 
been given a sign about how 
it doesn’t have to be that way. 

The youth of  America has the 
power to prevent Michigan 
State from becoming another 
statistic and instead put us on 
the path where we don’t have 
to live in fear of  every Turn-
ing Point USA gun rights 
protester standing illegal-
ly outside of  Hailstones and 
what he could do with a gun.

Whitmer was right. The 
school shooting epidemic is 
an “American problem.” But 
we, the young and the driv-
en, are the solution to Amer-
ica’s problem. It’s time to cut 
away our cynicism and propel  
change.

For Arielle. For Brian. For 
Alexandria.
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Pat Gainor is a staff  
writer for Newswire. 
He is a first-year 
computer science and 
English double ma-
jor from Farmington 
Minn.

Jackson Hare is the 
Education and En-
richment Coordinator 
for Newswire. He is a 
Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public and 
psychology double 
major from Chardon, 
Ohio.



Tut Tut Tut To Tuition 
Last month, the student 

body received an email de-
tailing that tuition would be 
raised for the second consec-
utive year. 

However much our tuition 
is raised is less relevant than 
the question of  where the 
money would be going. By 
being a student, I have paid 
to be here. I have a vested in-
terest in the continuation of  
the Xavier community, just as 
Xavier has a vested interest 
me attending (and more im-
portantly, paying) Xavier. 

But, there are certain as-
pects of  this financial relation-
ship that just do not sit right. 
No campus is perfect, and it 
costs money to fix issues at 
Xavier. It costs money to pay 
staff, maintain buildings and 

provide money for clubs. The 
normal student does not see 
all of  this but instead must 
trust the university has allo-
cated their money well. If  I 
pay to attend Xavier, should 
I not have the right to know 
if  my money is going towards 
improving my education? 
Or would I instead see that 
I have helped pay for a new 
athletic facility? Has my mon-
ey gone toward improving 
the on-campus experience, or 
has it gone toward endeavors 
improving the Xavier experi-
ence? 

The tuition increase con-
tinues to raise questions 
about Xavier’s commitment 
to inclusivity. The school uses 
the marker “All for One, One 
for All” in most of  its adver-

tising, so it is peculiar to see 
them not living by it. 

Xavier’s community is 
made up of  its students, not 
of  the amounts in our bur-
sar accounts. I understand at 
the end of  the day Xavier is 
a business. President Hancyz 
has budgets to meet and ob-
ligations to fulfill. But you do 
not get to frame yourself  as a 
school focused on inclusivity 
in all walks of  life if  you make 
it difficult to attend. 

At the end of  the day, any 
increase in tuition will make 
it harder for a potential stu-
dent to attend Xavier. By in-
creasing our tuition, we are 
limiting our potential student 
body, our potential communi-
ty. So, this tuition increase had 
better be worth it.  

It should not be a complex 
answer about why Xavier 
needs more money. There are 
two possible situations. Either 
Xavier knows why they need 
the tuition increase (which 
would lead them to ask us), 
which makes it easy for them 
to tell the student population; 
or they do not know why they 
need more money but are 
asking for it anyways, which 
is incredibly irresponsible. It 
should neither be a complicat-
ed answer to receive nor a ri-
diculous question for us to ask 
when it comes to expenditure 
of  funds. This tuition increase 
is also questionable consider-
ing the bounty of  donations 
given to the school in the last 
few years. If  the universi-
ty needs more of  my money, 

then it should not be difficult 
for them to tell me what they 
need it for. I am sure there is 
a perfectly reasonable expla-
nation as to why Xavier needs 
more money. I just want them 
to tell the student body what 
it is. 

Christian Cullen is 
is a guest writer for 
Newswire. 
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The problem goes beyond 
Matty Healy. 

If  you’ve been living under 
a rock as of  late, or more like-
ly, you’re not on that side of  
TikTok — lucky you — you 
may have missed the latest 
controversy to hit a mediocre 
White man, and the apoplec-
tic response of  his fanbase to 
the backlash that followed.  

To summarize: Matty 
Healy, the frontman of  The 
1975 — which is current-
ly touring their most recent 
album Being Funny in a For-
eign Language — recently ap-
peared on The Adam Friedland 
Show, a podcast hosted by the 
eponymous comedian. In the 
episode, Healy, Friedland and 
co-host Nick Mullen made 
jokes about a wide range of  
topics and rightfully received 
criticism for the direction of  
those jokes. 

Healy talked about DMing 
American rapper Ice Spice — 
of  Dominican and Nigerian 
descent—– which led to the 
three men pondering her eth-
nicity and suggesting that she 
was Inuit, then Chinese, then 
Hawaiian.  

In case you were wonder-
ing — yes, they did mock 
Inuit, Chinese and Hawaiian 
accents. 

While it may seem an im-
possible act to follow, they did, 

with impressions of  a Japa-
nese person working in a con-
centration camp. To ensure 
they mocked as many ethnic-
ities and languages as possi-
ble, they moved on to Scots 
– recognized as an indigenous 
language of  Scotland. One 
of  the hosts said, “Scots is its 
own language which is like 
[r-slur] English.” 

Next we have the obliga-
tory misogynistic remarks, 
such as Healy telling Fried-
land he would “f*ck” Fried-
land’s sister because “she’s 
hot.” They went on to say that 
women’s menstrual cycles are 
controlled by the moon, with 
Friedland saying “It’s so fun-
ny that women get f*cked up 
by the moon. Meanwhile, we 
went there — men!” Healy 
helpfully chimed in, “F*cking 
too right!” 

Outside of  his appearance 
on the podcast, Healy has 
also started a new bit at his 
gigs where he begins to say 
something along the lines of  
“I don’t think it’s racist to 
say…” before he is cut off  by 
his band members playing the 
next song. 

And while singing the 
line “Thank you, Kanye, very 
cool,” which appear in “Love 
It If  We Made It,” Healy 
marched in place while doing 
the Nazi salute. 

Thank you, Matty, very 
cool. 

Forgive me if  I don’t find 
the “bit” funny, but that’s the 
defense Healy’s longtime fans 
are using. “It’s a bit!” “It’s sat-
ire!” “They try to cancel him 
all the time!” “He’s always 
been like this!” 

These young girls, so quick 
to cancel a Black man — 
Kanye — when he starts to 
spew misogynistic and antise-
mitic vitriol, are all too eager 
to defend their favorite White 
boy when he does the same, 
arguably without the defense 
of  a psychotic break to back 
him up. 

And if  your best defense 
for an asshole is “he’s always 
been an asshole,” then reeval-
uate yourself, the people in 
your life, the people you follow 
and the things you let slide 
for the sake of  the bit, or for 
the sake of  another album or 
another gig where your artist 
feels himself  up on stage and 
maybe chooses you to make 
out with.  

But don’t worry, I guess. 
It’s always been part of  the 
bit. 

I can’t help but wonder 
if  this is the excuse we use 
now for White men getting 
too comfortable joking about 
marginalized or oppressed 
groups. How long can it con-

tinue before it’s no longer 
“part of  the bit” and really just 
a man comfortably expressing 
his problematic views with no 
backlash? 

We’ve all been around the 
group of  boys who tell the 
girls in the group to make 
them a sandwich, do their 
laundry or that they don’t de-
serve to vote. But it’s a joke! 
It’s part of  the bit! It’s satire, 
and it’s never been serious be-
cause he’s just incredibly self-
aware! 

Here’s the thing about the 
satire defense, three White 
men punching down at mar-
ginalized groups/minorities 
is not “satire.” It’s privilege at 
its best, misogyny and racism 
at its worst. 

Healy is a White, non-Jew-
ish man, and the bit isn’t fun-
ny anymore — it actually nev-
er was. 

Attacking and mocking 
marginalized groups that are 
often the target of  hate is not 
satire. It’s just a continuation 
of  that hatred. Context or 
no context, Matty Healy did 
a Nazi salute at a time when 
anti-Semitism is on the rise. 
2021 – barely two years ago, 
marked the highest year on 
record of  harassment and vi-
olence against Jewish people, 
according to the Anti-Defa-
mation League. 

Fandom can be dangerous, 
and the White men we go to 
desperate lengths to defend 
are often not worth the breath 
wasted. I’m not calling for 
anyone to cancel Matty Healy. 
I doubt it’s that productive 
to try. But I implore his fans 
to stop with the desperate 
defense. Healy is not some 
magical being gifted with 
more self-awareness than 
anyone else alive. I think he’s 
a 33-year-old White, male, 
successful artist who has been 
taught by his fans that he can 
get away with almost any-
thing. 

I think it’s time he, and the 
men like him, learn a different 
lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s More Than Matty Healy

Grace Hamilton is a 
staff  writer for News-
wire. She is a political 
science major from 
Cincinnati. 
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It saw moderate success 
during this season but was 
cut short due to COVID-19. 
This sudden end to their sea-
son never allowed investors 
to regain their funds, and 
after declaring bankruptcy, 
they were quickly bought 
out by American actor and 
former professional athlete 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson.

Johnson sought to give 
players a second chance at 
success who were never able 
to make it to the next step 
in the NFL. In his speech on 
the opening kickoff  this past 
weekend, Johnson stated, 
“They told you that dream 
was over, but here’s the truth: 

Your dream is just begin-
ning.” 

 “You’re going to come out 
onto this field, and you’re go-
ing to line up, and you’re go-
ing to show the world what 
it’s like to be truly hungry 
with that chip on your shoul-
der,” Johnson continued.

A member of  the 1991 
University of  Miami champi-
onship team, Johnson played 
defensive tackle as second fid-
dle to future seven-time Pro 
Bowler Warren Sapp. 

The Rock never found his 
footing in the NFL, and after 
going undrafted and unable to 
land a roster spot, he bounced 
around the Canadian Football 

League before becoming a 
professional wrestler.

The XFL kicked off  its 
season this past weekend, 
flashing some notable faces 
and experimental rules. 

Super Bowl XL MVP 
Hines Ward coached the San 
Antonio Brahmas against 
the Saint Louis Battlehawks, 
quarterbacked by two-time 
national champion A.J. Mc-
Carron.

For the fans that want to 
sit back on a Saturday or Sun-
day afternoon and watch foot-
ball in February and March, 
the XFL might be for you. 

The lack of  offensive tal-
ent is somewhat apparent, but 

Though the XFL is not likely to compete with the popularity or talent of the NFL, the 

Reasons To Watch The XFL This Season

Xavier won 82-68 over De-
Paul on Saturday in a game 
that the Musketeers con-
trolled from the beginning.  

After losing to DePaul in 
mid-January, Xavier came 
into this game as the heavy 
favorite and rose to that stan-
dard. A 12-2 run for DePaul 
to end the game made the fi-
nal score look closer than the 
game felt.

Every Musketeer start-
er scored in double digits in 
a game where the bench has 
been depleted by injuries. 

With forward Zach Free-
mantle still hurt and guard 
Desmond Claude missing his 
second game due to illness, 
the starters carried the scor-
ing load more than usual.

Jack Nunge led the team 
with 18 points and 10 re-
bounds. Adam Kunkel chipped 
in 16 points and eight assists, 
coming in large part from an 
efficient day from the three-
point line.  

Jerome Hunter tied his sea-
son high with 15 points and 
added a dunk with 10 minutes 
left that animated the Cintas 
faithful.

A significant plot point 
from this game is the im-
proved defensive performance 
from the Musketeers. The 

team has been mostly led by 
a prolific offense, but on Sat-
urday, the defense smothered 
some extremely talented De-
Paul scorers. 

In the first matchup be-
tween these teams, DePaul 
guard Umoja Gibson scored 
22 points and was the driving 
force behind DePaul’s upset 
win. 

In his pre-game press 
conference, Miller had high 
praise for the guard, saying 
that he would put Gibson 
“up against any college point 
guard in America.”

This time, though, Gib-
son was held under 10 points 
until the final three minutes 
when the game had already 
been decided. 

Xavier dominated the glass 
by collecting 10 more offen-
sive rebounds than the Blue 
Devils and getting 19 points 
off  of  those second chances. 

The Musketeers also took 
better care of  the ball by lim-
iting turnovers and applying 
pressure to force the Blue 
Devils into making mistakes.

DePaul has struggled for 
most of  the season and cur-
rently owns a 9-18 record 
that puts them in the bottom 
tier of  the Big East. 

Though their last win was 
the upset over Xavier, they 
have given a scare to some 
strong Big East teams.

The win brings Xavier’s 
season record to 20-7 overall. 
This is the first time the Mus-
keteers have reached 20 wins 
in the regular season since 
2018. 

The team is tied for second 
in the Big East with just four 

I do not want to see Pat-
rick Mahomes escaping three 
sacks before slinging the ball 
50 yards downfield to find a 
wide-open Travis Kelce in the 
end zone every week. Some-
times, I just want to watch 
mediocre football.

Diehard football fans live 
for the fall months and the 
beginning of  winter. College 
football is in full swing and, as 
it begins to transfer to Bowl 
games, the race to make the 
playoffs in the NFL is heat-
ing up. However, football fans 
alike have the same dilemma 
every year –– the offseason 
post-Super Bowl.

Although there can be 
some juicy storylines sur-
rounding players, such as 
Aaron Rodgers contemplat-
ing retirement, or a poten-
tial trade in the NFL, college 
players transferring or choos-
ing to decommit to programs, 
it is simply not enough for 
diehard football fans to satiate 
their football need.

For casual and serious fans, 
they have a new remedy for 
their off-season woes: the 
XFL. The XFL is one of  the 
many spring football leagues 
that has bounced up numer-
ous times throughout the last 
50 years, most notably during 
2020.

XFL football in the spring this time around has a lot to o�er to football fans across the U.S.

regular season games left.
Before the game on Satur-

day, the NCAA D1 Men’s Bas-
ketball Committee released a 
snapshot of  its top 16 teams 
in college basketball. 

This offers a sneak peak of  
where many of  the top ranked 

BY DANIEL KELLY

teams in the country fall in 
the eyes of  the group that 
will create the tournament 
bracket for March Madness. 
Xavier clocked in at #16.

The Musketeers now look 
to  win games as their Big 
East schedule wraps up.

Men’s Basketball Steamrolls DePaul At Home In Rematch

BY JOSEPH NICHOLS

Xavier took it to the Blue Demons, tying the season series at 1-1 after previous defeat

you are also able to see NFL 
draft busts, college players that 
did not pan out or players that 
simply did not make a roster 
duke it out on television.

The games were interest-
ing enough, and although they 
were often low-scoring, it was 
expected. 

There was a thriller in which 
the Battlehawks came back to 
win after being down 15-3 with 
under two minutes to go.

The experimental rules of-
fer an interesting alternative 
to the NFL, which all too often 
becomes trapped in their own 
stinginess. 

Some of  these innovations 
even take effect with a few rules, 
and equipment from previous 
spring startup football leagues 
have even found their way into 
the NFL, such as sky cams and 
microphones on players.

I found the XFL to be a re-
freshing break from the NFL 
after a disappointing Super 
Bowl conclusion. 

The games, although mun-
dane at times, were enough to 
scratch my football itch and 
were perfect noise to have on in 
the background as I worked on 
a class project.

I am not watching the XFL 
because I think the next Tom 
Brady will rise from it and 
switch over to the NFL.

 I am watching it because it’s 
football in the spring and foot-
ball is football. Let them play! 
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Recapping the Xavier Hall Of Fame Ceremony

Last Sunday, Xavier wom-
en’s lacrosse suffered a close 
11-10 defeat in a thrilling 
face-off  against Detroit Mer-
cy in the program’s first ever 
home game. 

The Musketeers started 
off  roaring in their efforts, 
sprinting their way to an ear-
ly 2-0 lead in the action. The 
Titans then invigorated their 
own offensive rally, initiat-
ing a six-point scoring run to 
claim a 6-2 advantage at the 
end of  the first quarter. 

Xavier fought back into the 
game, responding with their 
own five-point scoring run 
early in the second quarter 
to narrow the Titans’ lead to 
only one at halftime.

The game turned into a 
back-and-forth affair through-
out the second half  as the two 
squads continually traded 
goals in their resilient efforts. 
However, late into the fourth 
quarter, Detroit Mercy scored 
an unanswered free position 
goal to secure a lead that the 
Musketeers could not regain.

Freshman attack Lola 
Mancuso led the way for 
Xavier in the historic con-
test, posting a program-re-
cord four total goals and the 
program’s first-ever hat trick 
in a game. She went four-for-
seven shooting with five shots 
on goal.

Freshman goalkeeper Ma-
rina Piszczor also had a ca-
reer afternoon, recording 12 
saves against the Titans in the 
home opener. She made a save 
to begin the game and anoth-
er one to end the game.

Assisting the Musketeers 
on both sides of  the ball were 
graduate student attack Riley 
Halloran, who earned her first 
Xavier career goal early in the 
first quarter and picked up a 
ground ball and draw control, 
while forcing two turnovers 
in the match; freshman Sa-

mantha Balara, who picked up 
two driving goals in the game 
and added one assist, five 
ground balls and caused three 
turnovers and freshman mid-
fielder Erin Berls, who logged 
her first collegiate career goal 
in the game.

Graduate defender Hannah 
McFeeters led the Muske-
teers’ defense with six ground 
balls and four turnovers, 
which were both team-highs 
in the game.

In the game, the Muske-
teers totaled 10 goals, three 

Over the weekend, Xavier athletics inducted several former athletes into the Xavier Athletics Hall of Fame, 
recognizing them for their excellence as student-athletes in competing for the Musketeers at the Division I level.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Xavier Lacrosse Narrowly Loses Opener

assists, 30 ground balls, 12 
draw controls and 21 caused 
turnovers.

The new women’s lacrosse 
program is Xavier’s 19th 
NCAA Division I sports team 
and is the first Division I pro-
gram added by Xavier in the 
last 16 years. The team is led 
by Head Coach Meg Decker.

The team worked in the 
offseason last year to recruit 
and began building a compet-
itive program. Xavier looks 
to continue their young cam-
paign vs. Radford on Feb. 24.

BY JUSTIN MALONE

BY SPENCER TRACY

Xavier lacrosse played a competitive game versus Detroit Mercy in their inaugural home game, losing 
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Sports
Banter

Giannis Injured
Milwaukee Bucks star 

forward Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo suffered a wrist 
injury several days ago, 

rendering him out for all 
but one-minute of  the 

NBA All-Star game. The 
Bucks star avoided needing 
surgery to repair the injury 
but will miss several games 
as he waits for the pain to 

subside.
 

Clippers Sign Russ
Free agent point guard 
Russell Westbrook has 

signed with the Los An-
geles Clippers after being 
traded to, and bought out 
by, the Utah Jazz at the 

trade deadline. Westbrook 
will likely play big minutes 

for the Clippers, as they 
only have one other point 

guard on the roster.

Rodgers Still MIA
Green Bay Packers quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers 
has yet to announce his 
decision on whether or 

not he will be staying with 
the Packers next season, 

despite claiming he would 
have an answer after his 
now completed four-day 

darkness retreat.

ing her Xavier success early 
in her career. 

She would graduate from 
Xavier with piles of  acco-
lades such as two-time All 
American (2013, 2016), 2015 
Big East Player of  the Year 
and three-time Regional 
Player of  the Year. 

The Musketeers reached 
three NCAA Tournaments; 
including an Elite Eight ap-
pearance after a school-re-
cord 30 wins in a season 
thanks to Joshua Duncan 

showcased in a four-year ca-
reer as a Musketeer. 

He started his Xavier ca-
reer alongside newly-hired 
Head Coach Sean Miller, 
who developed Duncan into 
a scoring machine with 18.3 
points per game during their 
Elite Eight run.  

One of  the best to step on 
a diamond wearing a Xavier 
uniform, Jay Johnson was an 
outstanding outfielder for the 
Musketeers all four years. He 
marked his name in the Xavi-

er record books as an active 
leader in most career hits and 
currently standing eighth all 
time in games played with 
208. 

Johnson’s talents were rec-
ognized nationally by being 
named All Conference First 
Team in 2004 and 2005 and 
Second Team in 2003. 

He was also named Atlan-
tic 10 Conference Rookie of  
the year and Louisville Slug-
ger Freshman All-American 
in 2002. 

After putting together an 
outstanding college base-
ball resume, he was drafted 
by the Boston Red Sox and 
played five years of  minor 
league baseball. 

After accepting his award, 
Johnson shared a quote from 
his father that changed his 
life: “You can do anything 
you want as long as you 
work hard for it.” 

Teammates and coaches 
praised Michael Zennedji-
an Jr. about how great of  a 
swimmer and person he was.
Zennedjian blew opponents 
out of  the water his fresh-
man year, earning him Con-
ference Most Outstanding 
Rookie Performer in 2008-
09. 

His success would contin-
ue when he won Most Out-
standing Performer Awards 
in the 2010-11 and 2011-12 
seasons. 

He collected 11 individual 
and five relay A-10 champi-
onships medals which is the 
most by any Xavier swim-
mer. 

Finally, during Zennediji-
an’s Hall of  Fame induction 
speech, Zennedjian shared 
some wise words that shaped 
him as a person and  swim-
mer when his mom told him, 
“Win or lose, never take for 
granted playing for your 
university, and always shake 
our opponents’ hand.” 

Abigail Bessler ‘17, Dex-
ter Bailey ‘84, Joshua Duncan 
‘08, Jay Johnson ‘05 and Mi-
chael Zennedjian Jr. ‘12 were 
inducted into the Xavier Ath-
letics Hall of  Fame last Fri-
day night sharing the honor 
with 148 other Musketeers. 
Coaches, friends, faculty and 
family members gathered in 
the Schiff  Center to reward 
the athletes’ accomplishments 
while at Xavier. 

Dexter Bailey was the first 
to be honored for his historic 
career on the basketball court. 
During the 1982-83 season, 
Bailey helped the Musketeers 
to a 22-8 record resulting in 
a MCC Tournament Cham-
pionship and Xavier’s first 
NCAA Tournament appear-
ance since 1961. 

Bailey finished his Xavi-
er career as a three-time re-
bounding champion and 15th 
all time on Xavier’s rebound-
ing list with 1,730. Bailey’s 
excellence was noticed, lead-
ing him to be drafted by the 
Denver Nuggets in 1984.  

Abigail Bessler, now Abbey 
Schuster, is the most recent 
to graduate of  the group, but 
reasonably so after building 
one of  the best Xavier Vol-
leyball resumes. Bessler won 
the East Region Rookie of  
the Year in 2013, implement-
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BY KATIE SANCHEZ

A&E Editor
He played 16 years in Ma-

jor League Baseball and was 
an All-Star, Gold Glove win-
ner and World Series Cham-
pion. But now, retired Cin-
cinnati Reds Pitcher Bronson 
Arroyo is focusing on his oth-
er passion in life: producing 
and performing rock music.

Even if  you, like me, are 
an avid baseball fan, the news 
that the long-legged, flowy-
haired Arroyo released a 
10-track original rock album 
last Friday may be a bit puz-
zling.

As I made an internet deep 
dive on Arroyo after learn-
ing about his album release, 
I became enchanted with my 
newfound understanding of  
this quirky dude. As it turns 
out, Arroyo and I have a cou-
ple things in common (besides 
gorgeous flowing blond hair). 
We share two of  our great-
est passions in life that were 
inherited from our Cuban fa-
thers: baseball and music.

As a lover of  both baseball 
and the weird things celeb-
rities do when they have the 
time and money to do what-
ever they want, I knew I had 
to give Arroyo’s album, Some 
Might Say, a listen and learn 

more about this apparently 
incredibly complex individual.

Although I’m first and fore-
most a Chicago Cubs fan, I’m 
pretty familiar with Arroyo 
and his long-legged, eccen-
tric pitching style from Na-
tional League Central match-
ups over the years. I was not, 
however, familiar with the 
fact that he’s played guitar for 
over a quarter of  a century, 
released a rock cover album 
(charmingly titled Covering 
the Bases) in 2005 and has per-
formed live with his band, the 
‘04, throughout and after his 
baseball career.

After retiring from base-
ball in 2017, Arroyo turned to 
his second great life passion: 
writing and recording songs 
that were once a passive es-

cape from professional base-
ball, but are now a very real 
and professional passion. He 
has explained that Some Might 
Say is not an effort to start a 
second career but a true pas-
sion project that he has the 
privilege of  pursuing in a pro-
fessional way.

Some Might Say serves up 
serious dad band vibes in 
the best possible way, clearly 
drawing inspiration from rock 
legends like Pearl Jam and 
Foo Fighters in an incredibly 
nostalgic and endearing way 
that showcases Arroyo’s real 
musical talent.

In Some Might Say, Arroyo 
brings the same relentless 
drive and optimism he brought 
to the pitching mound. The 
album starts strong with the 

electric “Full Moon Fever.” By 
the time you hear the second 
track, “Guerilla Warfare,” a 
surprisingly thoughtful track 
inspired by his family’s heri-
tage and the Cuban Revolu-
tion, you will find yourself  
wondering how this musician 
was also a professional athlete  
— not the other way around.

The middle third of  the al-
bum adds a bit of  nuance to 
an otherwise repetitive and 
energy-heavy setlist with 
introspective high points 
“Higher Ground” and “Hard 
Way.” Although Arroyo has 
rock star-level vocal talent, 
his particular skillset is in 
the loud, high-energy songs, 
and he struggles to find his 
ground as a vocalist on these 
more acoustic and understat-

ed songs.
Some Might Say closes out 

with some of  the best tracks 
on the album, including the 
obvious album standout, 
“Nights Alive.” This song, 
while a bit cheesy, showcases 
the album’s live potential and 
encapsulates the entire album, 
confusing me as to why the 
middling “Afterlife” was cho-
sen to end the album rather 
than “Nights Alive,” the pen-
ultimate track.

Admittedly, the modern 
rock styling of  Some Might 
Say is not my preferred genre 
of  music, but I still enjoyed 
listening to it. The frenetic 
energy of  these songs begs 
to be enjoyed live, and I would 
absolutely jump to see Arroyo 
and the ’04 perform here in 
Cincinnati. 

Arroyo’s lyrics may be trite 
at times and his musical style 
fails to provide anything not 
seen before, but the album 
still has several high points. 
The technical production is 
excellent. The ’04, Arroyo’s 
star-studded band, is con-
sistently amazing and adds 
needed depth. At its core, 
Some Might Say is an earnestly 
crafted, genuinely fun album 
made not by a bored retired 
athlete, but by a funky dude 
who just loves to make music. 

Paramore’s This is Why:  
The Angst Still Resonates

BY GUS NATIONS IV

Watching beloved 2010-ish 
pop groups implode violently 
isn’t so much a source of  en-
tertainment for me as it is a 
marker of  elapsed time. 

It feels like there’s a new su-
pernova every week: “Trend-
ing: Robin Thicke Sued,” or 
“Maroon 5’s Adam Levine 
Caught Messaging Model.” 
It’s difficult for groups to 
hang onto what made them 
huge in the first place when 
the pop music atmosphere is 
changing so rapidly. 

Now when I listen to a new 
song by an artist I don’t know 
or hear a song I’ve never 
heard, it doesn’t feel relatable 
anymore — I just feel old.

But one band that’s re-
mained conspicuously rel-
evant since they exploded 
onto the scene is Paramore. 
Though they haven’t been as 
active musically — just one 
release since 2010’s smash 
hit, Paramore — they’ve man-
aged to avoid dissolving into 
obscurity. This is partially 
because they made amazing 
music early in their career and 
partially because of  a curious 
2020 lawsuit involving teen 
pop sensation Olivia Rodri-
go. Rodrigo was forced to pay 
Paramore frontwoman, Hay-
ley Williams, millions after 
being sued for songwriting 

royalties over “good 4 you.”
The lawsuit was divisive; 

for some fans, it was a classic 
instance of  the badgered old 
artist swooping down to col-
lect on the success of  young 
talent. For others, it repre-
sented the veteran calling the 
youth out for their plagia-
rism. The argument basically 
turned into a “You just don’t 
understand me” fight.

Paramore’s new album, 
This Is Why, puts this debate 
to rest. The project is a sol-
id claim that angst and deft 
songwriting aren’t attributes 
owned exclusively by the new 
generation of  artists — that 

emotion isn’t experienced 
only by young people.

This Is Why picks up on the 
familiar Paramore thread of  
packaging anger and frustra-
tion in fun, colorful wrapping 
paper. On most of  the songs, 
Hayley Williams is grappling 
with very specific and real 
issues, but the songs are just 
so fun that it’s easy to forget 
what she’s talking about.

“Running Out of  Time” de-
scribes how little time there is 
during the day and how easy 
it is to use that as an excuse 
for neglecting people we care 
about: “There was traffic, 
spilled my coffee, crashed my 

Reds’ Arroyo Pitches Musical Career

car, otherwise/Woulda been 
there on time/Shoulda, coul-
da, woulda, wouldn’t matter, 
ultimate alibi.” 

Raise your hand if  you’ve 
used any of  those excuses in 
the last week (I’m raising my 
hand.) The guitar is harsh but 
upbeat, almost trying to push 
the thought out of  my mind.

On “Crave,” Williams talks 
about the cyclical nature of  
romance: “You say, ‘live in the 
present’/I’m already dream-
ing of  how it begins/And try-
ing to savor the moment/but I 
know the feeling will come to 
an end, so I crave, crave to do 
it all over again.” 

It’s nice to know that even 
pop stars have frustrating re-
lationships. William’s voice is 
aching but hopeful.

The album is loud. There 
are points that it felt like the 
band was screaming. Com-
ing from other groups, this 
might’ve felt grating, but 
Paramore’s volume is neces-
sary in understanding and 
communicating their music. 
William’s warped vocals com-
bined with punchy drums and 
sharp guitar riffs give the feel-
ing of  disquiet on which her 
lyrics feed.

For anyone (hopefully old-
er than me) who feels like the 
Foo Fighters or Arcade Fire 
just aren’t cutting it anymore 
or feel like Olivia Rodrigo just 
doesn’t get you, give This Is 
Why a listen. Even if  the mu-
sic doesn’t actually make you 
any younger, it’ll sure make 
you feel it. 

• Samantha Markle sued half-sis-
ter Meghan Markle for defamation 
(Feb. 8). 

• Niall Horan will release his third al-
bum The Show on June 9 (Feb. 15). 

• Actress Emma Mackey revealed she 
is leaving Netflix’s Sex Education af-
ter season four (Feb. 20).

• Megan Fox claimed fiancé Machine 
Gun Kelly did not cheat amid infi-
delity rumors (Feb. 20).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON
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BY BRIANA DUNN

For the past two weekends, 
Xavier Theatre has enrap-
tured audiences with their 
hauntingly good production 
of  LIZZIE, a rock-themed 
musical.

The musical opens with 
Lizzie Borden on trial for the  
alleged brutal axe murders 
of  her father Andrew Borden 
and her stepmother,  Mrs. 
Borden. Act I quickly segues 
into the events leading up to 
the murders, where we learn 
of  the Borden sisters’ dis-
like for their stepmother and 
changes to their father’s will 
that spur the girls’ supposed 
murder plot against Mrs. 
Borden.

Act I closes with a scene 
implying Lizzie murdered her 
parents. Act II resumes with 
the investigation and Liz-
zie’s tumultuous trial as she 
attempts to cover her tracks 
while accusations fly and the 
jury deliberates.

Reflecting on how the mu-
sical was advertised, I expect-
ed to walk into a show with 
reduced seating placed on 
the stage and was not disap-
pointed to find just that. The 
small stature of  the seating 
arrangement makes you feel 
like you are in the pit of  a 
concert and involved in the 
production.

The stage design cleverly 
mirrored the setup of  a con-
cert and allowed for move-
ment through the audience. 
Ramps, risers and spiral stairs 
to a raised platform furthered 
the illusion of  a concert set-
ting.

The stage also contained 
five strategically placed 
screens that followed the ac-
tors’ movements throughout 
the show and showcased pic-
tures of  Mr. and Mrs. Borden 
and the location of  each scene.

There weren’t many props 
utilized in the show, but those 
used were skillfully racked in 
the ceiling. Utilizing the ceil-
ing for prop storage was not 
only an economical use of  
stage space but also directed 
the audience’s attention else-
where as actors moved about 
the stage.

At first, I was disappointed 
that no actual murder was wit-
nessed on stage. However, it 
was intriguing how the deaths 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Borden were 
portrayed. Lizzie’s back was 
towards the audience as fake 
blood was shown between her 
fingers before being smeared 
on her face and clothing after 
each murder.

Personally, I thought the 
actors did an exceptional job 
pulling off  a show of  this 
caliber, especially since there 
were only four main charac-
ters. Their voices were unique 

and fit each character and to 
transform their emotion in 
the moment.

I can’t say there was a song 
I disliked. Despite being ad-
vertised as a rock musical, I 
found that many songs in the 
first act followed a tradition-
al musical’s song qualities in-
fused with portions of  rock. 
Act II ushered in a lot more 
rock presence, not only in mu-
sic but wardrobe.

The costume department’s 
attention to detail was impec-
cable, creating garments accu-
rate to that fateful August in  
1892. Act II’s costumes con-
trasted the historical dress-
ings of  the first act. This 
switch-up pushed the rock 
aspect of  the production, with 
more modern and punk-rock 
costumes.

Even with the costume 
change, each woman was 
dressed to reflect their indi-
vidual role in the trial and 
overall personality. Alice’s 
outfit seemed more innocent  
than Lizzie or Emma Borden, 
who had more angry, menac-
ing outfits.

Offstage, the preparation 
of  LIZZIE was immaculate. 
There were ear plugs available 
to all patrons complementary 
to their ticket purchase. Prior 
to entering the theater, there 
were multiple warnings about 
intense light and flashes, loud 
noises and music and content 

warnings concerning vio-
lence, adult content, language, 
sexual assault, rape, incest, at-
tempted suicide and murder.

My only complaint would 
be some microphone issues, 
since sometimes lines were 
lost or muffled if  the headset 
microphones were off. Howev-
er, I think that is a fair price to 

pay to prevent feedback from 
mics being too close to one 
another.

Overall, this show is in-
tense and attention-grabbing, 
and had me on the edge of  my 
seat. LIZZIE was a great first 
show for Xavier Theatre’s 
spring season and a bloody 
good time.

The Last of Us Tells an Authentic Queer Story
BY JACKSON HARE

Since the release of  its first 
episode on Jan. 15 on HBO 
Max, The Last of  Us has left 
its hundreds of  thousands of  
viewers’ mouths ajar and eyes 
teary by the end of  nearly 
every episode. Episode three, 
“Long, Long Time,” stole 
hearts with a memorable and 
poignant post-apocalyptic gay 
romance.

Based on the video game 
released in 2013, The Last of  
Us details the fallout after bil-
lions of  people were infected 
with a fungal virus causing 
them to mutate into grotesque 
fungal zombies shattering civ-
ilization. The show follows 
Joel (Pedro Pascal) as he takes 
care of  Ellie (Bella Ramsey), 
a young girl believed to be 
immune to the virus, in hopes 
that she may be humanity’s 
only salvation.

However, episode three 
diverts from Joel and Ellie’s 
journey to give viewers a 
beautiful performance from 
Nick Offerman and Murray 
Bartlett, who portray two 
men named Bill and Frank, 
respectively. Bill is someone 
who can be best described as 
a doomsday prepper, with a 
secret shelter underneath his 
house full of  weapons and 
supplies. Once his neighbor-
hood is completely abandoned, 
Bill quickly prepares the ulti-

mate apocalypse survival base 
with a garden and traps sur-
rounding his home to ensure 
he could comfortably survive 
drinking wine and dining fine.

Although, in a turn of  
events, a lone traveler, Frank, 
falls into one of  Bill’s traps 
and subsequently sparks a 
romance that makes you com-
pletely forget about the hor-
rors of  the apocalypse they 
were surviving. Their rela-
tionship was incredibly heart-
warming and exhibited noth-
ing short of  pure and divine 
love, but I wouldn’t say that’s 
what made the episode so phe-

nomenal.
When I was watching Bill 

and Frank’s relationship come 
together and later witnessing 
its tragic and heartbreaking 
end as the two grew older 
and Frank’s health declined, 
I couldn’t help but feel like I 
had seen this narrative before. 
I thought maybe I was pro-
jecting my recent exposure 
to books and stories I have 
been reading about the AIDS 
epidemic, but upon further 
research, I discovered I was 
right to think the episode was 
reminiscent of  the experience 
of  gay men during the AIDS 

XU Theatre’s LIZZIE Slays Audiences

crisis in the ‘80s.
This episode was directed 

by Peter Hoar, who also di-
rected HBO’s It’s a Sin, which 
follows the lives of  five gay 
men experiencing the AIDS 
crisis in the U.K. The con-
nections are uncanny: A gay 
couple finding love with one 
another despite the threat of  
a deadly virus that shattered 
the surrounding community 
and watching your partner’s 
health decline helplessly, un-
able to stop the progression 
of  what will eventually lead 
to their life ending in a heart-
breaking and gut wrenching 

course of  events.
Aside from the romantic 

narrative being beautifully ex-
ecuted, the representation was 
what makes me love and ap-
preciate this episode so much. 
After The Last of  Us had cap-
tured a significant fan base ea-
gerly waiting for each episode 
to release every Sunday night, 
they deviated almost entire-
ly from the main storyline in 
order to highlight a gay ro-
mance that was only hinted at 
in the game.

Moreover, they brought 
in Hoar, a gay man, to direct, 
whose previous directing 
experience enriched the ep-
isode that shares such an im-
portant narrative experience 
that would have otherwise 
remained obscured by igno-
rance and intolerance for the 
queer community. Nonethe-
less, this representation was 
not perfect either, considering 
the issue of  the queer narra-
tives being represented pri-
marily by White gay men, but 
I particularly enjoyed seeing 
queer representation outside 
of  your typical gay love story 
between two young, skinny, fit 
men.

Of  course, there were peo-
ple who reacted poorly to see-
ing something diverse on their 
TV screen, but I think Bella 
Ramsey said it best: “If  you 
don’t want to watch because it 
has gay storylines, because it 
has a trans character, that’s on 
you, and you’re missing out.”

Photo courtesy of @xaviertheatre via Instagram

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.com



The "ULTIMATE SMASH BROS" Back Pagexaviernewswire.com February 22, 202311

Aries: You are such a Ness- annoying and won't let 
me get two words in. 

Taurus: Girl, you are Kirby. I know your heart yearns 
for that Pepto Bismol karate chop. 

Cancer: It's giving Sonic. You actually last a long 
time, but that is just because you spam the B button 

and insist on only using your spinny power. 

Leo: You are Yoshi. You think you are so special because 
your shield puts you in a cutesy little green egg. 

Virgo: You are Bowser, and you're the best kind 
-

nitely not a bad one. 

Gemini: You're probably Little Mac (derogatory). 

Libra: You are none other than Donkey Kong. You're 
never going to win; I hope you know that. 

Pisces: You are Princess Peach: adorable, sweet and 
sharing your sunshine with everyone. 

Scorpio: You are Mario. A purist, a classic. I could 
never get tired of you. 

Sagittarius: You are Toon Link: underestimated, un-

know the tornado move, you made it to second place!

Capricorn: You are Dark Samus. You think you are 
SO quirky for not choosing regular Samus or Zero Suit 
Samus (aka slutty Samus), but you are not quirky. You 

are going to lose. 

Aquarius: You are King K. Rool. You're beast, you 
have cannons, and above all, you slay. 

BY DYLAN MACDONALD, STAFF WRITER 

Let's talk about Super Smash Bros. Character selection, shall we? Nothing says "I'm taking this game seriously" like choos-

ing a cartoon dinosaur to represent you.

Your choice of character in Super Smash Bros. can reveal a lot about your personality. For instance, if you pick the aggres-

with a more classic, retro look, like Mario or Donkey Kong, it might suggest that you're getting old, or maybe, you just 

like the feeling of being a pixelated hero, I don't know.

Let's not forget about the characters abilities. Some players choose characters based on their strength or speed, while 

others go for more unusual skills like Kirby's ability to inhale and copy other players' powers. If you choose Kirby, it 

There are also the people who pick characters that can only punch. If you’re picking these characters, you must love 

games like Street Fighter or maybe Mortal Kombat. Honestly, you should stick to those games because it sounds like you 

aren’t here to have fun anyways.

Of course, there's always the chance that you're choosing a character simply because you have fond memories of their 

original game. For example, maybe you pick Link because you used to play The Legend of Zelda with your siblings as a kid. 

Or maybe you pick Pikachu because you were really into Pokémon cards, but in a super nerdy way. Either way, it's a nice 

-

ja? These characters just exude pure awesomeness, and that's really what we're all after, isn't it?

Your Super Smash Bros. character choice says a lot about you, whether it's your personality, your age, your abilities or just 

BE WHO YOU ARE 
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