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high-level idea,” Center for 
Innovation Coordinator Ben 
Alegre said. 

“You have six industry pro-
fessionals with diverse back-
grounds poking holes in front 
of  60 of  your friends… You 
have to think on your feet, and 
you don’t get that anywhere 
else,” he added.

Finance major Jake Reisig won with a business idea for rental transparency
BY JUSTIN MALONE

The Xavier Pitch Compe-
tition honored the dedication 
and remarkable successes of  
eight undergraduate students 
in their entrepreneurial pur-
suits on Jan. 31, with one stu-
dent’s business idea earning 
him a venture to the Big East 
Startup Competition later this 
month.

During the Xavier Pitch 
Competition, held at the Rob-
inette Center for Innovation, 
each participating student 
presented a five-minute video 
pitch of  their ideas and an-
swered questions from a panel 
of  judges composed of  Xavier 
faculty members and alumni 
who have founded their own 
successful businesses.

Senior finance major Jake 
Reisig was crowned this 
year’s Xavier Pitch Competi-
tion winner for his business, 
SpotCheck. The business is 
a rental review website that 
allows renters to rate and re-
view their landlords. As the 
victor, he received a $1,500 

prize to be used toward devel-
op his business idea.

Through his business, 
Reisig wants to help prospec-
tive renters, especially college 
students, make more informed 
decisions during their search 
for rental housing.

“A lot of  rental review 
websites are just about the 
property. And a problem we 
have with students a lot is 
that they’re new to renting,” 
Reisig said. 

“They don’t really know 
what’s what, and no one can 
find information about the 
actual landlord who students 
are in a contract with for long 
periods of  time. So, with my 
business, I am trying to give 
students more insight into 
that,” he explained.

Reisig credits his experi-
ence in the rental industry 
working with Flyco Manage-
ment as critical to his interest 
in the real estate field and the 
efficacious development of  
the business.

“Some of  the ideas I gen-
erated were from just being in 
the industry. The idea really 

comes from spotting what the 
barriers are, what’s hard for 
landlords to market to stu-
dents and what’s hard for stu-
dents to figure out about the 
landlords,” Reisig stated.

The judges also recognized 
three other prize winners for 
their ideas, which encom-
passed several diverse indus-
tries.

Senior Zack Cuda, an en-
trepreneurship and innova-
tion major, was awarded sec-
ond place and a $1,000 prize 
for his idea Studio Share, a 
platform that allows individu-
als to rent out recording stu-
dio space for musicians.

Junior Megan Osting, an 
entrepreneurship and inno-
vation and marketing double 
major, finished third place and 
received a $500 prize for her 
idea, Vault, which allows stu-
dents to interact with compa-
nies and understand company 
culture through TikTok-style 
video content.

Kat Seebeck, a senior en-
trepreneurship and innova-
tion and management double 
major, won the $500 prize for 
Best Health Care Idea for her 
product Mixie-Stix, a device 

that detects if  a drink has 
been spiked.

“The competition is invit-
ing diverse sets of  thinking 
to use entrepreneurship and 
innovation, whatever they’re 
passionate about. It’s giving 
them that real world class-
room experience that goes 
a little bit beyond having a 

The winner of the Xavier Pitch Competition will advance to the Big East Startup Challenge 
next week, where he will compete against student entrepreneurs from a wide array of schools.
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Xavier's Career Development will host the annual Career Fair later this month 
Behind the Scenes of the Career Fair

Every semester, Xavier stu-
dents attend an on campus Ca-
reer Fair, where they connect 
with potential jobs, network 
with company employers and 
practice their interview skills. 

Behind the career fair is 
a team ensuring the events 
are planned properly and run 
smoothly. Assistant Director 
of  Career Development Alex 

Vest is the Spring 2023 Career 
Fair lead. 

Vest described the planning 
process required to run a suc-
cessful career fair. He and the 
rest of  the team plan as early 
as possible. 

“Planning begins for the fu-
ture semester’s fair even when 
that current semester’s fair is 
happening,” Vest said. 

“So, there is planning we 
are doing now for our Fall Ca-
reer Fair,” she added. 

On Vest’s to-do list for 
planning are tasks such as se-
curing dates for the Fall fair, 
figuring out and adhering 
to an employer’s ideal hiring 
timelines and knowing when 
the most students will attend 
the fair. 

Assistant Director at 
Career Development Julie 
Wielonski also spoke on the 
advanced career fair planning. 

“I would say that planning 
for the spring college fair be-

gins the month after the Fall 
college fair is completed… It 
is really always on the Career 
Development Team’s radar,” 
Wielonski said.

For a career fair to happen, 
external companies must be 
scouted, emailed and sched-
uled into the fair’s agenda. 
Some companies are always at 
the career fair, but new com-
panies interested in hiring 
college students may also at-
tend. 

Employers are prioritized 
by Career Development if  
they consistently earn pos-
itive student feedback after 
fairs or garner a lot of  student 
interest by attending. 

“Any company that is con-
nected with Xavier on Hand-
shake is able to register for our 
career fairs,” Vest explained. 

The upcoming Spring 
Career Fair will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 16 from 2-5 
p.m. in Cintas Center. It will 
have 108 employers attending. 
A number, the highest since 
the start of  the pandemic. 

As COVID-19 restrictions 
lift, the career fair is able to 
have increased student capac-
ities and more room to fit in 
more employers. 

“The maximum we are able 
to bring is 110, so we have 
nearly maxed out, and this is 
a large step up from our fair 
last year… which had about 
60 employers,” Vest said.

Vest also noted that every 
career fair he’s worked on 
since arriving at Xavier in 
Fall 2021 has been attended 
by at least 300 students. 

Though this number is 

good news to Career Devel-
opment, Vest noted that this 
could be higher and encour-
ages students of  any major or 
minor, background and inter-
est to attend. 

“Several employers are 
seeking to recruit students 
for graduate school programs 
and for post-graduate vol-
unteer experiences… Many 
employers will be hiring for 
full-time employment and for 
internships,” Vest said. 

Over time, career fairs at 
Xavier have come a long way 
— beginning in 2000. 

Many different forms of  
career fairs have been imple-
mented by Xavier: virtual and 
in-person options, workplace 
recruiting and networking 
events. 

Pulling the strings are lead-
ers like Vest who ensure that 
Career Development is aiding 
students in securing success-
ful futures and work lives to 
the best of  their ability. 

“We are always looking to 
see what new ways we can 
supplement our career fairs 
and bring experiences that 
suit all Xavier students,” Vest 
added.

Career Fair Prep Week, 
from Feb. 6-14, provides a 
chance for interested students 
to prepare for the career fair. 

Opportunities during prep 
week consist of  workshops 
focused on interacting with 
employers, career coaching, 
one-on-one drop-ins, prac-
ticing elevator speeches and 
the LinkedIn Headshot Photo 
Booth where students can get 
a free professional headshot.

BY MORGAN MILES

Here's a Look at Some Recurring CFJ Events to Attend
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Looking to take part in 
something different on cam-
pus? Check out these events 
and services through the Dor-
othy Day Center for Faith and 
Justice (CFJ).

Sunday Mass
Every Sunday at 4 p.m. and 

10 p.m., you can join the stu-
dent-led mass in Bellarmine 
Chapel to connect with your 
faith. While it is a Catholic 
based mass, all are welcome.

Together in Christ
Together in Christ takes 

place every Tuesday after the 
8 p.m. Mass. The focus is to 
build community among in-
dividuals of  faith and share 
about faith and beliefs, along 
with some fun.

Dine Better Together
Dine Better Together 

(DBT) occurs once a month, 
with a different focus each 
time. The next DBT is Feb. 
15 at 5 p.m. in the Clocktow-

er Lounge. Join individuals of  
any faith to enjoy a vegetarian 
meal and listen to individuals 
speak on mental wellness and 
its connection to faith.

Kehliat
Celebrate Shabbat and join 

fellow students, faculty and 
staff  in sharing a meal and 
discussing the Jewish faith. 
Kehliat will take place on Feb. 
24. Spots are limited so regis-
ter now if  interested.

Clubs
Consider joining clubs like 

Xavier Student Sustainabili-
ty, Voices of  Solidarity, Coa-
lition for Christian Outreach 
and many more. Information 
about these clubs and contacts 
can be found on EngageXU.

Alternative Breaks
Alternative Breaks is a pro-

gram for students to engage 
with the global community 
through service, education 
and reflection while also ex-
ploring their own personal 
beliefs and practices. While 
applications for this spring's 

BY ADDISON BURKE Alternative Breaks have al-
ready closed, be on the look-
out at the beginning of  the 
fall semester for applications 
for Fall Break trips. 

Companion Groups
Companion groups are 

small groups of  students who 
meet weekly to discuss their 
faith and reflect on their lives 
together. Companion groups 
form at the start of  every 
semester, which has already 
passed for this semester, but 
be on the lookout at the start 
of  the fall semester for sign 
up for companion groups.

Some other resources on 
campus through the CFJ in-
clude the interfaith chapel in 
Husman Hall.  

The interfaith chapel is a 
space for individuals or small 
groups of  students to use for 
prayer, and it is located just 
inside of  Husman. No All-
Card is required to get inside. 

The CFJ also has a Muslim 
chaplain, Tala Ali, and a Jew-
ish rabbi, Jennifer Lewis. You 
can find them both in the CFJ 

office on the third floor of  
the Gallagher Student Center 
(GSC). 

More information on these 
events can be found in the 

CFJ EngageXU group and 
the CFJ Instagram (@xucfj) 
account, or by walking into 
the CFJ on the fourth floor of  
the GSC.
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BY PETER MELAHN

Guest Writer

Gov. DeWine Delivers State of the State 
BY PAT GAINOR

Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine gave his first State 
of  the State speech since the 
beginning of  his second term, 
laying out his proposal for 
Ohio’s next two-year budget.

The forefront of  DeWine’s 
plan focused heavily on K-12 
education and the improve-
ment of  literacy. According to 
the Ohio Department of  Ed-
ucation, around 40% of  Ohio 
third-graders are not profi-
cient in reading, so the gov-
ernor tasked the department 
with developing a plan to 
bring evidence-based learning 
to all students to improve lit-
eracy. 

DeWine also asked law-
makers to cover the cost of  
school resource officers for 
schools that request then, as 
well as proposing an increase 
to the income eligibility level 
for EdChoice scholarships by 
400%. This increase, if  ap-
proved, would lead to fami-
lies of  four near the poverty 
line whose kids attend pri-
vate schools being eligible for 
$111,000 per year.

DeWine proposed the in-
crease of  Ohio College Op-

portunity Grant maximums 
from $3,000 to $6,000 for 
students with working fami-
lies, as well as the creation of  
a $5,000 scholarship for Ohio 
students who graduate in 
the top 5% of  their class and 
choose to attend a university 
in-state. 

“We want our children to 
grow, work and ultimately 
live here right in the state of  
Ohio,” DeWine said.

This proposal received a 
standing ovation from law-
makers.

Another focus for DeW-
ine’s proposal was mental 
health. 

“For the past year, I have 
talked a lot about mental 
health, but there was a time 
when no one wanted to talk 
about it, a time when it was 
easier to simply look the other 
way,” the governor said. “My 
fellow Ohioans, that time is 
over.”

The plan includes the con-
struction of  a community 
care system that prevents ad-
diction locally, increasing the 
accessibility of  mental health 
services such as the 988 ho-
tline for suicide prevention, 
growing a behavioral work 
force and the creation of  the 

“State of  Ohio Action for 
Resiliency Network,” which 
would “help launch new dis-
coveries about the brain and 
about resilience.”

Finally, with regards to 
public safety, DeWine ear-
marked $40 million a year “for 
continuous training for Ohio 
law enforcement officers on 
topics ranging from de-esca-
lation to use-of-force to crisis 
intervention for someone with 
a mental illness,” along with 
funding for improved body 
cameras on Ohio police offi-
cers. The governor also sup-
ported the implementation of  
the “Next Generation 9-1-1” 
system in every state, which 
transfers calls directly to local 
dispatchers using GPS track-
ing on the caller’s phone to 
give a more accurate location 
to first responders.

Shortly after this speech, 
both State Senate President 
Matt Huffman (R) and Senate 
House Minority Leader Alli-
son Russo (D) asked the gov-
ernor where the money for 
this plan was going to come 
from. DeWine claimed that 
Ohio had the ninth-highest 
tax rate in the country and the 
highest in states controlled by 
the GOP. The Tax Foundation 

British Workers and Unionists Take to the Streets

lists Ohio’s tax rate as 24th 
highest out of  all 50 states.

Estimates for the imple-
mentation of  DeWine’s edu-
cation proposals were placed 
at roughly $178 million a year 
by the Legislative Service 

Commission. 
The proposed budget plan 

for 2024-25 is expected to be 
finalized in the coming weeks. 
Lawmakers will have until 
June 30 to vote to approve the 
plan.

Nearly half  a million Brit-
ish workers went on strike 
last Wednesday in one of  the 
largest gatherings of  work-
ers and unionists in the UK in 
nearly a decade.

Inflation rates in the UK 
stand at around 10.5% — 
higher than they have been in 
nearly half  a century. This is 
an increase fueled mainly by 
rising food and energy costs. 

Workers gathered last 
week to demand higher wag-
es, among other things, to 
keep up with skyrocketing 
prices. Officials from the 
Trades Union Congress, a 
major federation of  workers’ 
unions in England and Wales, 
said that on average, public 
sector workers are more than 
200 pounds a month worse 
off  than they were a year ago. 
That equates to about 250 
U.S. dollars.

The strike, driven mainly 
by public sector workers, saw 
hundreds of  thousands of  es-
sential workers such as teach-
ers, nurses and rail workers 
who took to the streets and 
demanded changes. It is pub-
lic sector laborers whose wag-
es are set by the government, 
so the industrial action was 
spearheaded by workers in 
these areas.

Day-to-day life in the UK 
was greatly disrupted because 
of  the strikes. It is estimated 
that more than 20,000 schools 
were affected — nearly 85% 

of  all schools in the UK. 
One striking worker stated, 

“Teachers are not just teach-
ers. They are social workers. 
They are nurses. They are all 
sorts of  different professions 
within the job itself.” 

The effects of  the strike 
were felt by people all over the 
UK as schools closed and rail 
systems halted. 

“The government has been 
running down our education 
(systems), underfunding our 
schools and underpaying the 
people who work in them,” 
– Kevin Courtney, the joint 
general secretary of  the UK’s 
National Education Union 
stated.

In response to the strikes, 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
has called the strikes “unac-
ceptable.”

Sunak, the UK’s third prime 
minister in the past year, has 
pledged to get the nation’s 
economy back on track. 

“An important part of  us 
getting a grip on inflation 
and halving it is making sure 
the government’s responsible 
with its borrowing because, if  
that gets out of  control, that 
makes it worse,” he stated. 

The government under Su-
nak has taken the stance that 
increasing wages for public 
sector workers will only fuel 
the inflation crisis.

For many, the strike was 
necessitated by another issue 
in addition to unfair wages.
Wednesday’s strike was also 
a display of  the belief  that 
workers in the UK have a 

right to unionize and orga-
nize industrial actions. Many 
workers are upset at a new 
government plan which aims 
to curb the effects of  strikes 
by creating a “minimum ser-
vice levels rule.” The enforce-
ment of  such a rule would 
essentially limit the right to 
strike from different types 
of  essential workers in areas 
such as health and transpor-
tation.

“The British people need to 
know that when they have a 
heart attack, a stroke or a seri-
ous injury, that an ambulance 
will turn up and that if  they 
need hospital care, they have 
access to it,” Business Minis-
ter Grant Shapps said.

“I’m introducing a bill that 
will give government power 
to ensure the vital public ser-
vices will have to maintain a 
basic function by delivering 
minimum safety levels ensur-
ing that lives and livelihoods 
are not lost,” Shapps added.

“This law could make ef-
fective strike action illegal,” 
Mick Lynch, a union leader, 
said.

Protests are expected to 
continue in the following 
weeks. The National Edu-
cation Union has given the 
government a deadline. Its 
head, Mary Bousted, stated 
last week: “What I would say 
to the government is that you 
have now got 27 days until 
the next strike in England… 
that’s 27 days where you can 
sit down and really negotiate 
with us.”

Photo courtesy of governor.ohio.gov

State of the State address  of his second term.
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Nearly half a million British workers went on strike 
last week to demand higher wages among other items.
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BY CARTER ROOS

Argentina and Brazil Propose Common Currency

By Reagan Oliver
Staff  Writer

When planning your summer vacation in 
2027, keep Mars in mind. 

NASA and the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency (DARPA) launched 
a plan last week to test and launch a nucle-
ar-powered rocket engine in space as early 
as 2027. 

The agencies report that nuclear engines 
promise higher thrust and efficiency than 
conventional ones. This will allow the rock-
et to gain enough momentum and power 
to travel faster with bigger holding capaci-
ties, like human beings.

The faster travel time will also reduce 
the risk for space travelers. Although 
NASA has experimented with nuclear 
engines since the 1960s, none have been 
deemed acceptable for space. 

This engine is powered by low-enriched 
uranium. The engine will use uranium and 
the fission reactor will heat and vaporize 
liquid propellants, shooting the gasses out 
of  a nozzle to provide thrust. 

NASA will provide the engine and DAR-
PA will provide the experimental space-
craft that will carry the engine.

 “NASA has a long history of  collaborat-
ing with DARPA on projects that enable 
our respective missions, such as in-space 
servicing,” NASA Deputy Administrator 
Pam Melroy said. “Expanding our partner-
ship to nuclear propulsion will help drive 
forward NASA’s goal to send humans to 
Mars.” 

The two agencies share the ultimate goal 
of  sending commercial flights to Mars.

Science Simpli� ed

Pope Denounces Anti-Gay Laws
BY PAT GAINOR

Pope Francis has become 
the first ever Pope to call for 
the decriminalization of  ho-
mosexuality.

In his yearly interview with 
the Associated Press that cov-
ered several pressing issues 
within the Catholic Church, 
Francis offered his thoughts 
on several controversies that 
had arisen, notably animosi-
ty about his relationship with 
his late predecessor, Pope 
Benedict XVI, who died last 
month. When asked about his 
thoughts on the rights of  gay 
people, Francis declared that 
laws that prosecute them are 
“unjust.”

“We are all children of  
God, and God loves us as we 
are and for the strength that 
each of  us fights for our dig-
nity,” the Pope said, citing the 
Catechism of  the Church.

“It’s not a crime. Yes, but 
it’s a sin. Fine, but first let’s 
distinguish between a sin and 
a crime,” he said. “It’s also a 
sin to lack charity with one 
another,” he continued.

While the Vatican as a 
whole has never supported 
homosexual impulses as a 
“sin-free” act, saying as re-

cently as 2021 that priests 
could not bless same-sex mar-
riages because “God could not 
bless sin,” the movement to 
decriminalize homosexuality 
worldwide has been one of  
Pope Francis’ largest under-
takings

In 2008, the Vatican signed 
a declaration by the United 
Nations calling for the decrim-
inalization of  homosexuality, 
advocating for “unjust discrim-
ination” to end. 

The Pope himself  has been 
lauded as the most progressive 
pope in the history of  the po-
sition. As archbishop of  Bue-
nos Aires, he advocated for the 
legal protection of  gay people 
as an alternative to gay mar-
riage, which Catholic doctrine 
forbids. In 2013, when asked 
about gay priests, he famously 
stated “Who am I to judge?” 

Pope Francis has also 
praised organizations that pro-
mote respect for LGBT+ peo-
ple — notably New Ways Min-
istry, which the Vatican had 
previously condemned.

According to the Human 
Dignity Trust, an organization 
looking to eliminate wrongful 
discrimination laws, about 67 
countries in the world list ho-
mosexuality as a crime. Eleven 
of  them punish homosexuality 

with the death penalty.
Many organizations that 

support gay Catholics praised 
the pope for speaking out 
against the criminalization of  
homosexuality. 

“His historic statement 
should send a message to 
world leaders and millions of  
Catholics around the world: 
LGBTQ people deserve to live 
in a world without violence 
and condemnation and more 
kindness and understanding,” 
Sarah Kate Ellis, president 
and CEO of  the U.S.-based 
advocacy group GLAAD, said.

New Ways Ministry’s Ex-
ecutive Director Fransisco 
DeBernardo also released a 
statement thanking the Pope-
for “reminding the church 
that the way people treat one 
another in the social world is 
of  much greater moral impor-
tance than what people may 
possibly do in the privacy of  
a bedroom.”

The Pope is set to travel to 
Africa in the coming weeks 
visiting South Sudan, which 
criminally punishes homosex-
uality.

Currently, 66 UN member 
states criminalise same-sex 
relations, according to ILGA 
World — the International 
LGBTI Association.

By Reagan Oliver
Staff  Writer
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When planning your summer vacation in 
2027, keep Mars in mind. 

NASA and the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency (DARPA) launched 
a plan last week to test and launch a nucle-
ar-powered rocket engine in space as early 

Science Simpli� ed

as 2027. 
The agencies report that nuclear engines 

promise higher thrust and efficiency than 
conventional ones. This will allow the rock-
et to gain enough momentum and power 
to travel faster with bigger holding capaci-
ties, like human beings.

The faster travel time will also reduce 
the risk for space travelers. Although 
NASA has experimented with nuclear 
engines since the 1960s, none have been 
deemed acceptable for space. 

This engine is powered by low-enriched 
uranium. The engine will use uranium and 
the fission reactor will heat and vaporize 
liquid propellants, shooting the gasses out 

as 2027. 

NASA will provide the engine and DAR-
PA will provide the experimental space-
craft that will carry the engine.

 “NASA has a long history of  collaborat-
ing with DARPA on projects that enable 
our respective missions, such as in-space 
servicing,” NASA Deputy Administrator 
Pam Melroy said. “Expanding our partner-
ship to nuclear propulsion will help drive 
forward NASA’s goal to send humans to 
Mars.” 

The two agencies share the ultimate goal 
of  sending commercial flights to Mars.

With recent issues emerg-
ing in the South American 
economy, Argentina and Bra-
zil have started discussing 
an economic partnership, in-
cluding the creation of  a new 
common currency.

This discussion emerges 
during continuing talks sur-
rounding an agreement to 
boost bilateral trade in the two 
countries. After the region’s 
recent issues keeping foreign 
currencies in circulation, as 
well as mounting inflation is-
sues, this economic agreement 
was seen as a way to stabilize 
the region’s economy.

Argentina in particular-
has looked to a new common 
currency to combat inflation 
rates, which reached nearly 
100% last year. 

They also look to provide 
an alternative to the foreign 
currencies commonly used 
in the region, which have be-
come increasingly difficult to 
circulate.

While the primary goal of  
the potential “common South 
American currency” is to con-
trol inflation and reduce the 
reliance on foreign currency, 
it is also expected to be com-
bined with other methods 
to protect the two countries 
from their economic depen-
dence on each other.

While few details are 
known about the countries’ 
plan for the new currency, 
many have voiced concerns 

that the introduction of  a 
more versatile currency will 
devalue the existing curren-
cies — the Argentine peso 
and the Brazilian real. 

President of  Brazil Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva and the 
Brazilian Finance Minister 
Fernando Haddad have stated 
that it will not in any way re-
place either country’s existing 
currency or devalue it.

Recent talks about the eco-
nomic plan began in Buenos 
Aires. 

As Haddad arrived he told 
reporters, “Trade is really 
bad, and the problem is pre-
cisely the foreign currency, 
right? So we are trying to find 
a solution, something in com-
mon that could make com-
merce grow.” 

Haddad also identified the 
lack of  foreign currency as 
one reason trade had faltered 
between the two countries.

Haddad also published an 
article last year introducing 
the idea of  a common cur-
rency as a possible solution to 
patch the economic disconnect 
between the two countries.

The continued discussions 
of  mutual financial support 
have been further supported 
by Lula, who has promised 
to be closer with Argentinian 
leadership than former Brazil-
ian president Jair Bolsonaro.

According to both presi-
dents, there is little decided 
about the currency at the mo-
ment; however, Haddad has 
promised that there will be 
more details moving forward 

in order to assure the public 
that the new plan will main-
tain the value of  the coun-
tries’ respective currencies.

While there are no certain 
plans regarding the currency 
between the two yet, Brazil 
is the top destination for Ar-
gentine exports, amounting 
to over $12 billion a year. The 
Academic Director of  the 
Brazilian Center for Diplo-
matic Relations Feliciano de 
Sá Guimaraes, also identified 
Argentina as the “most im-
portant country in our diplo-
matic relations,” so it is likely 
the two will be eager to solidi-
fy their economic partnership.

As the deal currently 
stands, Argentina will be ob-
ligated to provide a collateral 
guarantee for Brazil’s trade 
financing. The two will also 
mutually create a fund de-
signed to stimulate Brazilian 
exports.

The two countries will also 
form a committee intended to 
study the creation and impact 
of  a potential common cur-
rency and evaluate the valid-
ity of  the currency as well as 
the potential impact on civil 
trade and the value of  exist-
ing currencies.throughout the 
week.

“I’m surprised by idea of  a 
common currency for Brazil 
and Argentina. This seems 
highly problematic given the 
differences in economies,” 
Harvard Professor and former 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers said on Twitter on 
Jan. 23.

P
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The women’s basketball 
team recently lost to fellow 
conference bottom-feeder 
Providence by a final score of  
50-48, their 16th consecutive 
conference loss dating back to 
last year. In three of  the last 
seven games, they have lost by 
35 points or more, and they 
have not won a game since 
the Crosstown Shootout. 
They have the worst shooting 
percentage in the conference, 
have lost every conference 
game this year by at least 14 
points and are projected to 
go winless in conference play 
this season.

As a member of  the 
X-Band, I have attended ev-
ery single home game, men’s 
and women’s, that has taken 
place outside of  university 
holidays. I watched the wom-
en’s basketball team blossom 
with a 6-1 start to the season 
and, more recently, fall to the 
lowest of  lows, everyone ex-
pected them to be in. Under 
Coach Melanie Moore, Xavi-
er has gone 24-71 and has 
an 8-51 record in Big East 
games.

This could easily be an 
indictment on Moore or the 
players. But when the prob-

lems run this deep, the bur-
den of  the blame falls on the 
shoulders of  the athletic de-
partment.

This is difficult to talk 
about, for reasons beginning 
with me not being a woman 
and not knowing what the 
players and coaches are think-
ing off  the court. Beyond this 
season, all I see are numbers 
and short highlight reels bur-
ied in the depths of  the inter-
net. And I think that the lack 
of  care, or knowledge even, 
by people at Xavier is the 
most damning testament to 
how this program is being left 
to rot.

Look at every other sports 
program at Xavier. The men’s 
team has had sellout after sell-
out and is back at #13 on the 
AP Poll, the men’s soccer team 
was ranked #12 in the nation 
at one point, the women’s soc-
cer team made it to the second 
round of  the NCAA women’s 
soccer tournament, the base-
ball team made a run to the 
Big East Championship last 
season, the volleyball team 
made it to the Big East semi-
finals and the women’s golf  
team has won three straight 
Big East titles and is favored 

to win their fourth. And yet, 
through all of  this success, 
the women’s basketball pro-
gram has been jammed into a 
corner to be forgotten about, 
to hide the stain of  ineptitude 
they leave on the athletics 
department instead of  doing 
anything to fix it.

It shouldn’t have to be this 
way. Moore may not be in her 
element as head coach, but she 
is someone who the team re-
spects and rallies around. 

Mackayla Scarlett, Tay-
lor Smith, Courtney Prenger, 
Kaysia Woods, Fernanda 
Ovalle, Shelby Calhoun; all of  
these players have incredible 
talent. 

And yet, they are sen-
tenced to a four-year purgato-
ry where they practice, show 
up and get their asses kicked 
in conference play in front of  
about 500 people. Rinse and 
repeat and continue with no 
hope of  ever getting a better 
shot to continue playing the 
sport they love outside of  
Xavier.

It’s hard to say what needs 
to be fixed, or even to pinpoint 
a step one. If  Coach Moore 
walks, the athletics depart-
ment will likely just fill the 

hole with the cheapest option 
on the market. And even if  we 
continue to get talent into this 
program, who’s to say that 
there will even be an effort by 
the higher-ups to make this 
program anything beyond 
what it currently is. Maybe 
we win 15 Big East games in 
four years instead of  10, and 
the board members call it a 
net improvement while saving 
a few bucks to invest into the 
other programs that they care 
more about.

Let me reiterate. I am not 
placing the blame entirely on 
the women’s team and staff  
themselves or being bitter 
about well-earned success 
from other athletic programs. 
But when every program goes 
through a rough spot, moves 
are made to fix them and bring 
back excellence, except in this 
program. This is not just one 
bad season. This is four con-
secutive seasons where this 
team has never won more 
than 10 games. Four years 
of  genuinely talented players 
wasting away in a 10% capac-
ity Cintas Center where the 
higher-ups have no interest 
in developing talent or giving 
them any hope to continue 

playing the sport they love. 
They are stuck in a perpetu-
al losing machine at the very 
bottom of  the priority list of  
an otherwise excellent athlet-
ics program.

When a program loses 
this much and nobody cares 
about it, it should be the job 
of  the department to fix it. 
When students are wondering 
whether this program is even 
worth existing, that is a prob-
lem that any other compe-
tent athletics program should 
work to fix. At no point should 
a team with this level of  talent 
be given this little of  worth by 
the place that made them.

To all the players on this 
year’s team, I’m sorry you 
have to play for a university 
that doesn’t care about you. 
And I earnestly hope that 
things will one day get better. 
It’s the least you deserve.

XUWBB Got Me Bawling 

BRAVE About Situationships 
My research advisor was 

floored when she heard my 
group use the term “situation-
ship.” As we discussed what 
descriptors to ask the people 
taking our study, the subject 
of  relationship status started 
a heated debate on whether or 
not a “situationship” was dif-
ferent from being “undefined.” 

When we explained our 
dilemma to our professor, 
she was more hung up on the 
word even existing, asking “Is 
that a real thing?”  

We all laughed about it to-
gether. But to some extent, 
her awe did make me think a 
bit deeper. What is a “situa-
tionship?”

The most “official” defini-
tion of  a situationship can be 
found on Wiktionary: “A ro-
mantic or sexual relationship 
in which parties do not define 
their relationship as such.” 
In other words,  a situation-
ship is when two people who 
are kind of  interested in each 

other decide not to put a label 
on things, but still experience 
some elements of  a more seri-
ous relationship. 

Now, you may be wonder-
ing, “Isn’t that just casual dat-
ing?”

And sure, to some, it might 
be. Yet, the term situationship 
is currently on the rise.  

Not many people know that 
the word “situationship” was 
first recorded in 2010. From 
there, it bounced from chat 
rooms to message boards be-
fore eventually ending up on 
Facebook. Finally, in 2014, it 
became popular enough to en-
ter Urban Dictionary. 

Even still, the word didn’t 
gain mainstream traction un-
til July 2019. Currently, the 
word “situationship” has an 
average search rate of  about 
90 searches per day and can be 
found in the comment section 
of  almost every social media 
platform. Looking up the term 
on TikTok could have you 

scrolling for hours. 
Rules of  a situationship are 

tricky: Some people view it as 
exclusive while others think 
you’re still available. Some 
people view it as the talking 
stage; some people view it as 
a stage all by itself. Some peo-
ple use the term unironically; 
some people think the phrase 
is a joke.  

All of  this to say, a “situ-
ationship” is entirely subjec-
tive. It is going vary person to 
person, like any relationship.  

Although it sounds absurd, 
researchers do believe there 
is a purpose behind it. In her 
2019 research article, Leah 
Lebvre explains that “[situ-
ationships] aren’t inherently 
negative; it causes individuals 
to experience intense emo-
tions, raise personal and rela-
tional awareness and address 
their feelings in order to begin 
to think about being relation-
ship ready.”  

A “situationship” also al-

lows people to start showing 
interest in each other without 
the pressure of  starting a re-
lationship. The big idea is that, 
unlike the “talking stage” (a 
time when people are talking 
before going on dates), a sit-
uationship doesn’t have a goal 
of  ending up in a relationship. 
It just exists as itself.  

If  you’re like me, you might 
be asking yourself,  “Why 
would practicing a relation-
ship be more appealing to our 
generation than having one? 
What is the appeal?“ 

Well, as one student from 
LeFebvre’s research ex-
pressed, “I’m not dating until 
I’m swept off  my feet again…
So until then, just going 
through the motions works 
for me.”  

I’ll be upfront and say I 
don’t understand situation-
ships. I’m not sure I ever will. 
I find myself  rolling my eyes 
when I hear the term used 
seriously. And my initial goal 

with writing this article was 
to slander the word as much 
as possible. 

But wanting to practice 
dating? Fear of  the future? 
Lack of  interest in dating 
apps? That I can understand. 
So maybe the term “situation-
ship” isn’t as silly as I initially 
thought.  

And besides, so long as 
there is communication, con-
sent and respect within the re-
lationship, who am I to judge? 

 
 

Anna Verderber is a 
BRAVE Peer Educa-
tor. She is a psychol-
ogy and music theater 
double major from 
Cincinnati.
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Pat Gainor is a staff  
writer for Newswire. 
He is a first-year Phi-
losophy, Politics and 
the Public major from 
Ohio.
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nal season, Housinger looks 
to lead the team back to the 
same mountaintop with the 
bar just as high. Last year, 
the shortstop batted at a .311 
average with 16 home runs 
and 58 RBIs, another excep-
tional performance in a year 
of  glamorous offensive stat 
lines.

This offseason, Housinger 
was selected as the Big East 
Preseason Player of  the Year 
and was recently ranked the 
17th best shortstop in D-I 
baseball. 

Like his partner in crime 
Franzoni last year, Housing-
er is looking to prove his 
worth and hear his name 
called in the upcoming 2023 
MLB Draft.

Garrett Schultz (RF)
Schultz was one of  the 

more underrated yet consis-
tent pieces to Xavier’s hitting 
core last year. 

After a brilliant slugging 
performance in the Big East 
Tournament helped him fin-
ish with a .322 average and 33 
RBIs, the right fielder is look-
ing for yet another strong 
hitting season in his final year 
of  college ball.

Defensively, he’s as good 
as they come, with an excel-
lent .986 fielding percentage 
adding a piece of  consistent 
defense to the outfield. This 
season, the Preseason All-Big 
East team nominee is look-
ing for a breakout season and 
stands beside Housinger as 
the deadly one-two punch in 
the Musketeer’s batting line-
up.

Luke Bell (P)
Last year, the ace in the 

Muskies’ pitching staff  was 
Jack Lynch, who went un-
defeated in one of  the best 
pitching seasons in program 
history. As Lynch is now with 
the St. Louis Cardinals, Luke 
Bell is looking to be his suc-
cessor. As one of  the more 
reliable pitchers on the ros-
ter, Bell went 4-0 with a 4.31 
ERA and 58 strikeouts, the 
best stats among all relievers.

Bell is the only Xavier 
pitcher named to the Pre-
season All-Big East and 
will likely be given a heavi-
er workload  than last year, 
where he played in 25 games 
and started 10. Whether the 
pulse of  the bullpen can rise 

to the occasion and blossom 
into Xavier’s pitching star 
will be a huge determinant 
of  the success of  the Musk-
ies this season.

The Musketeers kick 
off  their season on Feb. 17 
against the Oregon Ducks, 
marking the beginning of  a 
month-long road trip across 
the country. The team will 
return to Hayden Field for 
the first time this season on 
March 15 to battle against 
the University of  Michigan 
Wolverines. 

Xavier has been pro-
jected to place third in the 
Big East, with UConn and 
Creighton taking first and 
second, respectively.

After a tumultuous travel day for St. John’s, the Red Storm lacked the momentum to come 
within 18 points of Xavier on Saturday. This marks XU’s second straight win over St. John’s.

St. John’s arrived at Cintas 
Center for a Saturday night 
tip-off  despite some trav-
el mishaps. The setback was 
reflected in their play during 
Xavier’s dominant perfor-
mance. 

St. John’s flight to Cintas 
was canceled twice on Friday 
night, preventing them from 
getting the wheels in the air 
until six hours before  tip-off.  

The number seven of-
fense in the country was 
cooking that night, with a 
strong 17-4 run thanks to 
two three-pointers by junior 
guard Colby Jones. 

The Musketeers then 
stretched the lead, not per-
mitting St. Johns to find a 
rhythm for the offense, which 
allowed Xavier to continue 
their strong start at 26-11 
with 10 minutes remaining in 
the first half. 

Due to forward Zach  
Freemantle’s ankle injury 
keeping him out of  the game, 
the young Xavier core — in-
cluding freshmen Desmond 
Claude and Kam Craft as well 
as sophomore forward Cesare 
Edwards — had the opportu-
nity to play meaningful min-
utes in the first half. 

Jack Nunge was hacked in 
the paint while attempting a 

layup, sending the graduate 
forward to the line with just 
six seconds remaining. 

A 19-point deficit would be 
the closest this game would 
get for the Red Storm, while 
the Musketeer locker-room 
could hear crickets with a 49-
30 lead at the half. 

Head Coach Sean Mill-
er kept the pedal on the gas, 
opening the half  with senior 
guard Souley Boum hitting 
one of  his three shots from 
behind the arc. 

The second half  started 
just how the first half  began 
with a 15-5 run as Xavier 

Baseball season is just a 
couple short weeks away. 
After a phenomenal season 
leading to a Big East Cham-
pionship berth, Xavier looks 
to follow up their success 
and make another run for the 
conference title. Here are a 
couple of  significant  players 
to look out for as the Muske-
teers look to kick off  the year 
on Feb. 17.

Jack Housinger (SS)
In a year of  offensive 

masterpieces, Xavier’s slug-
ging was led by the tag team 
of  Luke Franzoni and Jack 
Housinger. Now, in his fi-

Jack Housinger, Garret Schultz and Luke Bell keys to winning conference title

completely controlled the re-
mainder of  the game. By the 
14th minute, Nunge splashed 
a three, giving Xavier a 
30-point lead, which would 
be their biggest lead of  the 
night. 

The basket was a hoola-
hoop for the Musketeers, 

BY SPENCER TRACY shooting 54% from the field 
and 53% from three as they 
stretched the winning streak 
to two games after the 96-71 
blowout victory.  

Nunge led the team in 
scoring with 21 points, his 
second straight game with 
over 20 points and fourth to-
tal this season. 

Jones was just behind 
Nunge with 19 points, knock-
ing down three of  four shots 
for behind the arc along with 
eight boards. 

Senior forward, and Free-
mantle’s replacement in the 
starting lineup, Jerome Hunt-
er has recently emerged as a 
fan favorite due to his contri-
bution in the Miller system. 
Hunter dropped 11 points 
while grabbing six rebounds, 
two coming on the offensive 
side. 

Although Hunter’s offen-
sive ability has truly shined 
this season, his best-known 
quality is using his 6’8 frame 
and athletic ability to lock 
down opponents’ best scor-
ers. He showcased this ability 
Saturday night with his sea-
son high of  three steals, his 
second game this season with 
multiple steals. 

Xavier travels to India-
napolis to take on the 11-13 
Butler Bulldogs Friday night 
in hopes of  continuing their 
two-game win streak.  

Xavier MBB Crushes St. John’s in 25-Point Blowout

BY PAT GAINOR

Jerome Hunter cements position as a fan favorite with three steals, six rebounds

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

XU Baseball Strives to Repeat Success
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After driving away from the 
sport more than 20 years ago, 
Ford Motorsports announced 
last Friday that it will return 
to Formula One (F1) racing in 
2026, joining forces with team 
Red Bull.

The deal entails the auto-
motive giant teaming up with 
Red Bull’s newly-formed en-
gine company, Red Bull Pow-
ertrains, to provide technical 
input and work on a modern-
ized power unit that will meet 
the new engine requirements 
outlined by Formula One for 
the 2026 season. The Red Bull 
Ford engines will be provided 
to Red Bull Racing and its 
sister team AlphaTauri from 
that point onward.

New power unit regula-
tions for 2026 indicate that 
F1 cars will continue to be 
powered by V6 turbo-hybrid 
engines but with an increased 
electrical power of  350 kilo-
watts  from the kinetic motor 
generator unit and 100% sus-
tainable synthetic fuels in the 
internal combustion engine.

The push from F1 to place 
a greater emphasis on electri-
cal power and sustainable fu-
els — along with the booming 
popularity of  the sport in the 
U.S. — proved extremely in-
fluential in Ford’s decision to 
return to F1.

Bill Ford, the car manu-

facturer’s executive chair, de-
tailed, “This is the start of  a 
thrilling new chapter in Ford’s 
motorsports story that began 
when my great-grandfather 
(Henry Ford) won a race that 
helped launch our company.”

“Ford is returning to the 
pinnacle of  the sport, bring-
ing Ford’s long tradition of  
innovation, sustainability and 
electrification to one of  the 
world’s most visible stages,” 
he added.

Ford officials labeled the 
collaboration with Red Bull 
as a strategic partnership, re-
leasing a press release stating 
Ford “will provide expertise 
in areas including battery cell 

and electric motor technology 
as well as power unit control 
software and analytics” in de-
veloping the new combustion 
engine.

Until the end of  the regu-
lation cycle in 2025, Red Bull 
and AlphaTauri will continue 
using Honda engines provid-
ed by Red Bull Powertrains. 
Honda and Red Bull had ex-
tended their power unit sup-
port deal until the end of  
the 2025 season, after Honda 
showed uncertainty in its last-
ing involvement with F1.

The decision by Ford to 
re-enter Grand Prix racing 
has been enthusiastically wel-
comed by President and CEO 

of  F1 Stefano Domenicali. 
“The news today that Ford 

is coming to F1 from 2026 is 
great for the sport, and we are 
excited to see them join the 
incredible automotive part-
ners already in Formula One,” 
Domenicali said.

“Our commitment to be 
Net Zero Carbon by 2030 and 
to introduce sustainable fuels 
in the F1 cars from 2026 is 
also an important reason for 
their decision to enter F1. We 
believe that our sport provides 
the opportunity and reach un-
like any other and we cannot 
wait for the Ford logo to be 
racing round F1’s iconic cir-
cuits from 2026,” he added.

The Ford deal will mark 
the first time since 2004 that 
the manufacturer is involved 
in F1 since it sold its Jaguar 
team to Red Bull for a nominal 
fee at the time and adds anoth-
er chapter to its decorated his-
tory in the sport.

Ford first ventured into F1 
in 1967 when they developed 
the legendary Cosworth DFV, 
or “double for valve,” engine. 
The DFV, the most successful 
engine in F1 history, powered 
155 winning cars to a check-
ered flag finish between 1967 
and 1985.

Ford has also been involved 
in 10 constructors’ champion-
ships and 13 drivers’ cham-
pionships, which makes them 
the third-most successful 
manufacturer in F1 history.

“There are few manufactur-
ers who have such a celebrated 
motorsport history as Ford, 
so to see them coming back to 
the Formula 1 World Cham-
pionship is excellent news,” 
President Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem, the head of  the F1 
governing body, mentioned.

“It further underlines the 
success of  the 2026 power 
unit regulations that have at 
their heart a commitment to 
both sustainability and spec-
tacle, and of  course having 
more interest from the Unit-
ed States is important for 
the continued growth of  the 
world’s top motorsport cate-
gory,” he noted.

Analysis: Super Bowl LVII Will Be a Bloodbath
BY JOSEPH NICHOLS

BY JUSTIN MALONE

Ford Muscles Its Way to 2026 F1 Return

As the Philadelphia Ea-
gles steamrolled their way 
through the entire Nation-
al Football Conference, they 
now look to the Patrick Ma-
homes-led perennial power-
house: the Kansas City Chiefs. 

The two juggernauts face 
off  at State Farm Stadium, in 
Arizona, this Sunday at 6:30 
p.m.,where both quarterbacks 
hope to sling the pigskin and 
bring another Lombardi tro-
phy home to their respective 
cities. 

Patrick Mahomes. The 
name alone is enough to start 
a cold sweat down the spine 
of  defensive coordinators 
across the entire NFL. The 
2018 MVP and 2020 super-
bowl winner is the model for 
a modern gunslinger in the 
league, forcing even the tight-
est throws to his running 
mate Travis Kelce. 

This quarterback-tight end 
duo is the best in the league 
and has been since Mahomes’ 
MVP season. During the 
2022 offseason, the Chiefs 
dealt six-time Pro Bowl wide 
receiver Tyreek Hill (who is 
widely considered to be a top-
five weapon in the league) to 
the Miami Dolphins, leaving 
many experts to scrutinize 
the Chiefs. 

Mahomes was projected 
to regress this year, but after 
adding veteran wide receiv-

er JuJu Smith-Schuster, the 
Chiefs’ passing attack is at an 
unparalleled high. 

Mahomes is playing at an 
extremely high level, and the 
projected MVP for this season 
was even able to overcome his 
football dad, Joe Burrow, in 
the AFC championship. Chris 
Jones remains stout as the cen-
ter of  the defense, compensat-
ing for the lack of  talent that 
Chiefs possess on that side of  
the ball. This Chiefs team has 
stood on the biggest stage be-
fore, and they are hoping to 
add a third trophy to their col-
lection as Mahomes is poised 
to bend other teams to his will 

once more.
For 11 years in the NFL, no 

one seemed to be able to tackle 
Chargers running back Ladaa-
nian Tomlinson as he hopped 
and skipped his way into the 
end zone time and time again. 
11 years after Tomlinson re-
tired, the NFL has now met a 
new plague to defensive lines 
everywhere: the entire Eagles 
offense, who are untouchable 
on the ground. 

Touting the best offensive 
line in the league, the Eagles’ 
front five bulldozed defenses 
making way for their one-two 
punch in dual-threat quarter-
back Jalen Hurts and Miles 

“Boobie” Sanders. Don’t be 
fooled by the nature of  Hurts’ 
position or Sanders’ nick-
name, together they average 
153.6 rushing yards per game, 
the most potent running at-
tack since 1932. 

Hurts has taken a major 
step-up in his second full sea-
son, improving in both accu-
racy in the air and breaking 
tackles on the ground. Even 
though he has improved in 
both categories, Hurts prefers 
the ground and seeks to pun-
ish defenses who play zone or 
double-team his receivers. 

Aside from winning in 
the trenches, the Chiefs’ cor-
nerbacks will have their fair 
share of  duties as they will 
be attempting to keep pace 
with the Eagles wide receiv-
er room, consisting of   free 
agent acquisition A.J. Brown 
and Hesiman winner Devonta 
Smith, collecting the fourth 
and eighth most receiving 
yards in the league, respec-
tively. 

The Eagles’ offense is sim-
ply deadly, and while many 
teams attempt to bend but not 
break against Philly, their  de-
fense is more than enough to 
stop almost any opposing of-
fense in their tracks. 

Over the past three sea-
sons, the Eagles have entirely 
revamped their defense, which 
helped carry them to a Super 
Bowl title in 2018, and they 
are now among the best in the 
league. Physical against oppo-

nents’ receivers, not relenting 
from delivering a cheap hit 
and dragging rival quarter-
backs to the ground like a rag-
doll, this Eagles defense is a 
daunting sight for the Chiefs. 

Super Bowl XLVII is pre-
paring to be what many are 
projecting to be a lights out 
duel through the air and on 
the ground, being led by two 
faces of  the league. 

The Chiefs defense is en-
tirely too soft for Jalen Hurts, 
who will send them through 
hell and back, and even though 
the Eagles have a stout de-
fense, Mahomes has left cor-
nerbacks seeing ghosts since 
he took the reins in 2018. 

Expect the Eagles to get 
up early and run it down the 
throats of  Kansas City before 
Chiefs Head Coach Andy Reid 
begins to poke holes in the 
Eagles defense, and Mahomes 
finds his groove. 

This game could very well 
come down to a walk-off  field 
goal as the clock hit triple ze-
roes. Prepare for greatness 
from two of  the most premier 
quarterbacks in the league, 
playing at an extremely high 
level. This is what legends are 
made of. 

Joseph’s final prediction? 
Eagles 31-28. 
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Eugene Goss: Hidden Local Jazz Gem

Analyzing Apple Music’s Playlists for Your Valentine

 If  my tenure as a News-
wire staff  writer has proven 
anything, it’s that I’m not ex-
actly much of  a Valentine’s 
Day person. I think I actual-
ly referred to myself  as “the 
Grinch of  Valentine’s Day” 
in a piece I wrote for the Back 
Page a couple years ago. 

Since then, however, I’ve 
turned my attention as a jour-
nalist towards writing music 
reviews, covering water foun-
tains and reporting on other 
obscure Xavier-isms. As a re-
sult, my deep-rooted and pos-
sibly irrational animosity for 
the holiday has gone relatively 
unexplored.

And it likely would’ve re-
mained unexplored, but, fortu-
nately for me, the stars aligned 
in a big way the other night as 
I was swiping through Apple 
Music. There, in the “browse” 
section of  the app, sat the “Me 
and Bae” playlist. On the cov-
er were two sparkly, animated 
emojis — one was blowing a 
kiss, and the other was stick-
ing out its tongue. 

A little further investiga-

tion revealed that there’s a 
whole sub-genre of  curated 
playlists designed specifically 
for Valentine’s Day. Jackpot.
What better way to reassess 
my hatred for the holiday than 
by writing a music review?

The first playlist I listened 
to was the aforementioned 
“Me and Bae.” Maybe I’m out 
of  touch, but since when does 
a song called “Toxic” belong 
on a romantic playlist? Or 
“Mood Swings”? Isn’t that 
completely the opposite of  the 
desired outcome for a day like 
Valentine’s Day? 

On any other day of  the 
year, fighting might be al-
lowed, but it’s strange to talk 
about toxicity on a holiday 
meant to celebrate love. All 
the rest of  the songs involved 
varying levels of  horni-
ness, so between arguing and 
thirsting, I’d say Apple Music 
missed the mark.

Next, I listened to the “New 
Crush” playlist. The first song 
was “Adore You” by Harry 
Styles. OK, a little better, I 
guess, but I wouldn’t recom-
mend telling a new crush that 
I adored her right away. A few 
songs after “Adore You” was 

“Girls Like You” by Maroon 
5. I don’t really think I have 
to point out the issue with 
including Adam Levine on a 
playlist about crushes — may-
be if  his DMs were more el-
oquent. Again, unconvincing. 
Zero for two, Apple Music.

Finally, in a last-ditch at-
tempt to change my opinion, 
I listened to “Falling in Love.” 
This playlist succeeded where 
the others failed; all you have 

to do is include Bruno Mars! 
“Marry Me”? Classic. “Just 
the Way You Are”? Revolu-
tionary. John Legend’s “All of  
Me” was a staple at my eighth-
grade school dances and lis-
tening to it brought back just 
the right amount of  nostal-
gia. Frank Ocean even made 
an appearance with “Thinkin 
Bout You.” Minimal toxicity, 
maximum tastefulness. Just 
what I needed.

Well, the jury is still out 
about Valentine’s Day, but 
I think I’ve been convinced 
to drop my moniker of  “The 
Grinch.” 

If  anyone sees me with a 
box of  chocolates in my hand 
over the course of  the next 
week, just know that it’s for 
research purposes. I think 
I’m going to have to listen to 
some more Bruno Mars until I 
figure things out. 

You’d be hard pressed to 
find anything online about 
Eugene Goss. No autobiog-
raphy, no Wikipedia, nothing. 
Even the jazz sites dedicating 
themselves to the greats of  
the genre can offer up little 
more than a name and an im-
pressive myriad of  song cred-
its.

With all this being said, 
imagine my surprise as I was 
sitting front row at the Caffè 
Vivace, a local coffee house 
and lounge, when a stout old-
er gentleman approached me 
asking for my help to get his 
walker up on the stage.

After a minute of  maneu-
vering that would make my 
nursing professors proud, he 
introduced himself: “Nice to 
meet you, Griffin. My name’s 
Eugene.”

And with that, the band 
kicked into action and the qui-
et, unassuming old man was 
no more.

The 70-something year old 
Goss is a true-blue American 
crooner. Though I did not 
dare ask his age, it’s clear from 
his performance that this man 
has been in the business for a 
great many years.

Every tone was sung 
with so much heart and soul, 
from the bass to the falsetto. 
Each note was so golden and 
smooth, you’d swear Goss 
was dripping honey out of  his 
mouth.

Goss’ vocals go way far be-
yond singing though. Keep-
ing in line with his almost 
avant-garde performances, 
Goss entertains the audience 
with scatting, bird calls and 
even a particularly masterful 
impersonation of  the muted 
trumpet solo halfway through 

his rendition of  Miles Davis’ 
“Blue in Green.”

Goss cites inspiration for 
his music and song choices 
from a great variety of  es-
sential American artists, from 
Gene Kelly to Stevie Wonder 
and Michael Jackson. 

“Music is America’s best 
ambassador,” Goss said.

 However, Goss is every 
part a percussionist as he is 
a vocalist, and it’s clear that 
his inspiration is most drawn 
from the percussive stylings 
of  American and African folk 
music. His musical menagerie 
of  instruments came one after 
another from an unassuming 
black leather bag that would 
put Mary Poppins to shame.

Cowbells, wicker rattles, 
whistles and something I 
learned is called a vibraslap 
were all utilized in an expert-
ly absurd way to highlight his 
music and embrace the ran-
domness of  the jazz genre.

Perhaps his biggest inspi-
ration comes from his fellow 
Cincinnatians. Among the 
audience from the night’s per-
formance was a whole host 
of  Goss’ musical comrades, 
including fellow jazz artist 
Mandy Gaines, whom he in-
vited with much coaxing up 
on stage.

What followed was the 
most profoundly beautiful, 
heart wrenching rendition 
of  “Moon River” I had ever 
heard in my life.

After a resounding ovation 
and a couple tears shed from 
fellow staff  writer Owen Mi-
guel, Gaines had nothing but 
praise for Goss.

“I’ve traveled the globe 
singing, and people always 
ask me if  I know this per-

son or that person,” Gaines 
said after the duo’s perfor-
mance. “But when I ask them 
if  they’ve heard of  Eugene 
Goss… You’d be surprised 
just how many have.”

I also hold Goss in high 
regard simply for his conta-
gious personality. During the 
intermission, he made it his 
mission to introduce himself  
to every new face, even giving 
some song recommendations 
along the way. (Print Man-
aging Editor Chloe Salveson 
was given Daphnis et Chloé 
by French composer Maurice 
Ravel).

I also loved his stubborn 
insistence for the audience to 
participate in accompanying 
him with the choruses of  Ste-
vie Wonders’ “Treat Myself ” 
and “Moon Blue.” It made for 
a magical experience.

You also have to commend 
Goss’ leadership over the ac-
companying band, local trio 
Kepler II. It was clear from 
his masterful instruction and 
playful collaboration with 
the talented group, featuring 

guitarist Carlos Vargas-Or-
tíz, bassist Sam Reuscher and 
drummer Isaiah Cook, that 
both parties had a great deal 
of  respect for each other and 
their music.

Goss remains relatively 
anonymous with good reason. 

“Every time you play a 
show, it’s always ‘Hold on, 
lemme just…’ click,” he said, 
in reference to the constant 
stream of  photos and videos 
that he believes interrupt his 
shows.

Goss is a firm believer of  
taking things slow and en-
joying the moments you find 
yourself  in. 

“You can’t run faster than 
the speed the world’s spin-
ning,” he said.

So, please, if  you ever find 
yourself  at the Caffè Vivace, 
or any other late-night jazz 
club, and you see an old man 
shamble up to the stage with 
nothing but a walker and a 
bag full of  miracles, set your 
phone down, grab a drink and 
tune in. You’re in for the per-
formance of  a lifetime.

BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

Show Manager
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• Phoebe Dynevor revealed she 
will not return for Bridgerton 
Season 3 (Jan. 30). 

• Lisa Loring, the first actress to 
play Wednesday Addams, died 
at 64 (Jan. 30). 

• Pedro Pascal made his Saturday 
Night Live debut (Feb. 4). 

• Lady Gaga arrived at the Gram-
mys in an alien egg pod (Feb. 5).

• Harry Styles took home Album 
of  the Year at the Grammys 
(Feb. 5).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON

Panic! At The Disco Disbands After Two Decades

New Lil Yachty is Boatloads of Bops
Let’s start here. 
Jan. 27, 2023, the day mu-

sical artist Lil Yachty released 
his new experimental, psyche-
delic R&B mind-bender of  an 
album.

The album, Let’s Start Here, 
is aptly named, as it marks a 
new road for Lil Yachty and 
potentially a new road for Hip 

Hop and rappers in general. 
After releasing the viral song 
“Poland,” Lil Yachty men-
tioned an album diving into 
genres other than his signa-
ture style, dubbed “mumble 
rap.” He released such an al-
bum in January. 

Miles Parks McCollum, 
also known as Lil Yachty or 
Lil Boat, has always had a flair 
for the experimental. 

His viral song “Poland” is 
both strange and hilarious. He 

was even set to produce his 
own movie based on the popu-
lar card game Uno. 

It’s no surprise, then, that 
he would put together an al-
bum straying so far off  the 
normal route. Let’s Start Here 
strays far from mumble rap 
but in the best and most lis-
tenable way it can. 

Between his autotuned 
voice, blistering guitar solos, 
mind melting synth sounds 
and often poignant and in-
sightful lyrics, Lil Yachty’s 
new album combines to make 
a really immersive and fresh 
listening experience.

The caliber of  people with 
whom he worked shows in 
the final product. Lil Yachty 
teamed up with lauded pro-
ducers such as Patrick Wim-
berly and the Raisen brothers. 
He also worked with Un-
known Mortal Orchestra’s 
Jake Portrait to put the whole 
album together. The album 
flows wonderfully, start-
ing with the powerful “the 
BLACK seminole.” Lil Yachty 
comes in very strong with the 
autotuned vocals, giving us 
rhymes and thoughtful reflec-
tions, which lead into the first 
of  the powerful guitars heard 
throughout.

The album plays like a wild 
mix of  Tame Impala and Pink 
Floyd, with Lil Yachty creat-
ing his own brand of  psyche-
delic R&B. Each song gets 
you excited about the next 
and makes you wonder about 
all of  the musical influences 
Lil Yachty went through to 

create this album. The album 
proves its worth with each 
passing song, as a first listen 
makes the next sound even 
better than the previous. 

He takes a break near the 
beginning, providing a mono-
logue to the listener in “(fail-
ure(:’’ and then kicks the al-
bum into high gear. Heavy 
drums, dreamy vocals and 
synths, psychedelic sound-
scapes in songs like “IVE OF-
FICIALLY LOST VISION!!!” 
are what make Let’s Start Here. 

so fresh and interesting to 
hear.

Lil Yachty culminates the 
whole experience with the last 
two songs, “The Alchemist” 
and “REACH THE SUN-
SHINE.” The two songs sum 
up everything in a poignant 
and powerful way. 

The whole project and Lil 
Yachty dubbing this album 
the start of  his next era of  
songwriting gets the listener 
excited about any project to 
come.

After 19 years, pop rock 
band Panic! At The Disco will 
be disbanding following the 
conclusion of  their Europe-
an tour, lead singer Brendon 
Urie announced on Jan. 24.

Per a statement released on 
social media, Urie said that 
his wife Sarah is expecting a 
child this year, and he will be 
walking away from the band 
to turn his attention to his 
family. 

“I’ve sat here trying to 
come up with the perfect way 
to say this, and I truly can’t 
put into words just how much 
it has meant to us,” the state-
ment reads. “Whether you’ve 
been here since the beginning 
or are just finding us, it has 
been a pleasure to not only 
share the stage with so many 
talented people but also share 
our time with you.”

Panic! was founded in 
2004 by Urie and three oth-
er friends: Ryan Ross, Brent 
Wilson and Spencer Smith. 
Beginning as a Blink-182 
cover band, their early music 
caught the attention of  Pete 
Wentz, bassist for Fall Out 
Boy, and they signed to his la-
bel Fueled by Ramen.

In 2005, the band released 

BY PAT GAINOR their debut album, A Fever 
You Can’t Sweat Out, which 
was certified triple platinum 
thanks to the success of  the 
hit single “I Write Sins, Not 
Tragedies.” 

Panic! released a total of  
seven albums, with Death of  a 
Bachelor certified double plati-
num and three other platinum 
albums.

Over the years, the other  
original members of  Panic! 
would split from the band. 
Brent Wilson was fired in 
2006 for “lack of  development 
in skills,” Ryan Ross left the 
band in 2009 due to creative 
differences and Spencer Smith 
left the band due to struggles 
with drug abuse. This left 
Urie to continue their work 
as a solo project, and he de-
cided to keep the name “Pan-
ic! At The Disco” instead of  
working under his own name 
in 2015.

In 2020, after bodyguard 
Zack Hall was accused of  sex-
ual harassment, a handful of  
Twitter users came forward 
and accused Urie of  sexually 
assaulting them during a live 
show in 2009. These accusa-
tions led to footage of  Urie 
saying racist and transphobic 
slurs, among other problem-
atic things said during vari-
ous shows in the early 2010’s 

being leaked as well.
Urie, who came out as pan-

sexual in 2017, addressed the 
allegations in November 2020 
during a Twitch livestream 
and denied the assault allega-
tions, while also announcing 
that Hall had been fired. 

“I’m a different person than 
I was five years ago, I mean 
hell, dude, five months ago. 
Like I’m sure we all are. And 
while that doesn’t change the 
past, we can make things right 
for the future,” he said. “I 
don’t know why these stories 
were put out there but what I 
do know is that my fan’s safety 
is the most important thing. 
And I would never do any-
thing to jeopardize that.”

Urie’s accuser would lat-
er tweet that the allegations 
were false, saying that they 
had made them up out of  an-
ger. They subsequently shut 
down their Twitter account 
the same day.

Panic!’s 2022 album, Viva 
Las Vengeance, received mixed 
reviews upon release.

This was the first album re-
leased by Panic! not to receive 
a certification by the Record-
ing Industry Association of  
America (RIAA). 

Panic! is the 195th most lis-
tened-to band on Spotify.

“Sometimes a journey must 

end for a new one to begin,” 
Urie said. “I love you. I appre-

ciate you. Thank you for exist-
ing.”
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Best Love Shacks on Campus 
BY RYAN HULLIGAN, STAFF WRITER 

The Our Lady of Peace Chapel:

The Justice lawn: 

Cintas Center:

Aries: Shut the hell up. No one 
ASKED. 

Taurus: Father of  the Bride. This is more just 
a comedy, honestly. 

Gemini: Holidate. I have seen this movie way 
too many times.

Leo: Grease. You’re a purist. Just ignore all 
the sexism and casual remarks about assault. 

Virgo: 10 Things I Hate About You. I LOVE 
YOU, BABY!

Libra: Crazy Rich Asians. Watch this one and 
get excited for the sequel!

Scorpio: How To Lose a Guy in Ten Days. Fea-
turing “Somebody Like You” by Keith Urban, 

our Scorpio king.

Sagittarius: To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before. 
This one is cheesy, but I eat it up every time.

Capricorn: The one and only star-studded 
classic, Valentine’s Day. Patrick Dempsey is 

SO Capricorn. He should BFFR and get with 
Ellen Pompeo, stat.

Aquarius: When Harry Met Sally. I cry every 
time.

Pisces: Footloose! (2011) gave our beloved 
Miles Teller his start. I’m gonna manifest 
that you find your Miles Teller so soon.

 

Cancer: Set It Up. So good. And it stars 
Hangman from Top Gun: Maverick! 

Aries: Fried Green Tomatoes. Some may say 
this is not a rom-com, but I disagree. They 
were in love; no one can tell me otherwise. 

HOROSCOPES 

The Arrupe Overlook: 

The Caf: 

COMIC BY TESS BREWER 

COMIC BY TESS BREWER 

COMIC BY BRIANA DUNN


