
   Volume CVIII Issue 20

Hanycz Announces Start of Strategic Plan

March 1, 2023 xaviernewswire.com
Fiat justitia, ruat caelum @xavier.newswirePublished since 1915

In this issue...
Opinions, Page 5

World News Editor 
Ethan Nichols criticizes 
Joe Deter’s recent ap-
pointment on campus.

A&E, Page 11

-
son rates Cocaine Bear 
a top-tier slasher movie 
for 2023.

Campus, Page 2

Three students were 
awarded scholarships 

Johnson Gala.

Sports, Page 8

Men’s baseball sweeps 
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meeting, and discussed how 
plans for construction were in 
the works. She also acknowl-
edged the possibility of  re-
building the non-scholarship 
football program, noting that 
investment in the program 
was be decided based off  stu-
dent interest.

Hanycz closed the meet-
ing by announcing university 
rebrand to come in the Fall 
2023.

“After being looped in on 
many of  the plans that the 
administration and marketing 
team had started on, it was 
interesting to see what they 
decided to move forward with 
after receiving student feed-
back,” SGA President Ashley 
Findley said regarding SGA’s 
involvement with the brand-
ing selection. 

“We hope to be included in 
these conversations and deci-
sions as they move forward, 
and that all student feedback 
will be taken into account 
when progressing through 
any part of  the strategic 
plan,” she continued.

Adminstration focuses on four cura values, unveils controversial new role

Editor’s Note: The original 
version of  this article stated 
that the university would be 
changing its navy blue brand 
color to a royal blue; News-
wire has since learned that 
this statement was incorrect, 
and we apologize for any 
confusion it caused among 
readers. The original version 
of  this article also contained 
a quote from Dr. Timothy 
Brownlee regarding the ap-
pointment of  Justice-in-Res-
idence Joe Deters which has 
since been retracted.

Dr. Colleen Hanycz, pres-
ident, announced the com-
mencement of  a financial 
plan for the next ten years 
last Monday, regarding future 
financial spending, plans to 
expand the university and a 
brand retool for next year.

The plan has been in the 
works since Fall 2021, when 
Hanycz was inducted as pres-
ident. The framework was re-
vealed to students and donors 
in a public press conference 
last week. It spans until 2031 
— the 200th anniversary of  
Xavier’s founding — and fea-
tures expansion of  Jesuit val-
ues held by the university, as 
well as potential places where 
the university hopes to im-
prove.

According to Hanycz, ev-
ery academic year will begin 
on July 1 with a list of  initia-
tives set to be completed by 
June 30 of  the following year. 
The plan is currently in “Year 
0.” Some aspects are still un-
der construction, while others 
are finalized. 

Notably, the administration 
aims to emphasize the “radi-
cal ethic of  care” represented 
in the four Jesuit cura values 
— cura personalis, cura apos-
tolica, cura propria and cura 
studiorum.

To celebrate the establish-
ment of  these values, English 
professor Dr. Stephen Yan-

dell will again create a tapes-
try that represents these cura 
values as a “visual mnemon-
ic” from donated pieces of  
cloth.  

Yandell previously com-
pleted a tapestry in the Spring 
2010, which is currently locat-
ed in the Center for Diversity 
and Inclusion in the Galla-
gher Student Center (GSC). 
Early drafts portray people 
caring for themselves or oth-
ers, tending to a garden and 
sitting on a beach.

“I think it helps give peo-
ple a way of  thinking. We use 
different metaphors to get at 
this abstract concepts,” Yan-
dell said. “I hope, in the ban-
ner, to give a way for people to 
see themselves in all of  these 
different areas, so the expan-
siveness of  the landscape has 
enough places for people to 
have different areas in this 
portrait of  care.”

Yandell is currently ac-
cepting cloth donations for 
the tapestry; donation boxes 
will be set up in the Conaton 
Learning Commons (CLC) 

and GSC soon.
Hanycz also announced 

the creation of  four “Cura 
Awards,” for which commu-
nity members can nominate 
either themselves or fellow 
peers. All winners will be an-
nounced at various donor ban-
quets and celebrations leading 
up to the university’s 200th 
anniversary.

Finally, Hanycz announced 
the creation of  a “Justice in 
Residence” position at Xavi-
er, created to advise Philos-
ophy, Politics and the Public 
(PPP) majors as well as those 
looking to pursue Pre-Law 
practices on campus. The in-
augural Justice in Residence 
will be Joe Deters, who was 
appointed associate justice of  
the Ohio Supreme Court this 
year. 

The choice to place Deters 
in the new role has been con-
troversial, and a petition call-
ing for the suspension of  the 
role altogether has accumu-
lated approximately 500 sig-
natures in the last week. 

When addressing possible 

plans that might be pursued 
in the coming years, Hany-
cz discussed what Xavier’s 
“next big swing” would be, 
referencing former president 
Father James E. Hoff ’s deci-
sion to fund and build Cintas 
Center in 2000. Hanycz noted 
a series of  possible options: 
a non-scholarship football 
team, a pursuit into Ignatian 
vocational discernment, a new 
science building and a new os-
teopathic medicine school.

If  it is approved, Xavier 
would become the first ever 
Jesuit school to have a school 
of  osteopathic medicine and 
the fourth Jesuit university to 
have a medical school along-
side Georgetown Universi-
ty, Creighton University and 
Saint Louis University.

In December 2022, Xavi-
er received a $20 million do-
nation from John and Sarah 
Lechleiter, who graduated in 
1975 and 1976 respectively, 
and dedicated it to the con-
struction of  a new science 
building. Hanycz acknowl-
edged the donation in the 

President Hanycz announced a future brand retool for the university in 2023. Details are yet to be announced.
Newswire photo by Mo Juenger
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UCSD Dr. Lisa Sideris joined Xavier's Ethics/Religion and Society Program
E/RS Program Hosts Guest Speaker

On Feb. 20, Dr. Lisa Sideris 
gave a talk in Kennedy Audi-
torium entitled “The Ethics 
of  Extinction and De-Extinc-
tion."

Xavier’s Ethics/Religion 
and Society Program (E/
RS) features a Distinguished 
Speakers Series. From 2021-
2024, the series theme is 
“Imagining the Human Fu-
ture” featuring “visionary, 
innovative presenters from 

within academia, government 
and industry,” to speak to fac-
ulty, staff, and students. The 
2022-23 academic year theme 
for these talks is the Environ-
ment. 

Sideris is currently a pro-
fessor of  environmental stud-
ies at the University of  Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara (UCSB).

Before teaching at UCSB, 
Sideris taught in the Religious 
Studies Department at Indi-
ana University, the faculty of  
Religious Studies and Envi-
ronment at McGill University 
in Montreal and the Philoso-

phy and Religious Studies De-
partment at Pace University 
in New York City. She came to 
Xavier to discuss the monarch 
butterfly population and the 
ethical and moral implications 
surrounding its burgeoning 
endangerment. 

In her talk, Sideris spoke 
about the sheer importance 
of  monarch butterflies. Side-
ris prompted the audience to 
think about extinction and 
what it means for a particular 
species to go extinct. 

The implications around 
the death of  the monarch but-
terflies would be more than 
just an environmental impact, 
she noted. 

Sideris began the talk dis-
cussing the spiritual and reli-
gious connection that people 
have with monarch butter-
flies. She noted the irony in 
the monarch being a symbol 
of  rebirth and resurrection, 
considering the topic of  her 
de-extinction talk. This con-
nection is so important, she 
explained, because of  the last-
ing effects of  climate change 
and environmental crises. Sid-
eris told the audience that the 
monarch butterfly population 
has declined by 85% in the last 
two decades.

The discussion of  mon-
archs and their decline led the 
talk into the explanation of  
de-extinction and the ethics 
of  cloning. Sideris explained 
how trying to bring a species 
back after it has gone extinct 
seems to be more along the 
lines of  passion projects for 
very wealthy people instead 
of  an actual effort to keep 

these species alive.
Michael Archer, an Austra-

lian paleontologist involved 
in cloning research, was criti-
cized by Sideris for attempting 
to "play God". He uses Biblical 
references to justify his work 
in genetic testing and cloning 
of  extinct species, references 
that Sideris deems inappropri-
ate and more destructive than 
productive.

After the talk students and 
faculty asked Sideris questions 

about death, genetic cloning 
for extinct or endangered spe-
cies, how Eastern and Indige-
nous spirituality plays a part 
in everything, and how we can 
cope with these environmen-
tal crises and impending ex-
tinctions.

She concluded the talk  by 
plugging the Xerces Society 
where anyone can learn more 
about and join the effort in 
preventing monarch butterfly 
extinction.

BY MARTY DUBECKY
Digital Communications 
Manager

XU's Annual Antonio Johnson Gala Occurred Friday 

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Dr. Lisa Sideris joined Xavier's Ethics/Religion Society last 
week for a lecture on the Ethics of Extinction and De-Extinction.

The 40th annual Antonio 
Johnson Gala recognized the 
Black Academic Excellence 
of  three students on Xavier’s 
campus, each nominated to 
receive the Antonio Johnson 
Scholarship.

Hosted by the Black Stu-
dent Association (BSA), the 
black-tie event was held in 
person for the first time since 
2019 on Friday in Cintas Cen-
ter. 

Junior public relations ma-
jor Alanee Wright won first 
place, earning the full schol-
arship. In second place, the 
Antonio Johnson scholarship 
runner-up was political sci-
ence major Toluwa Aduloju. 
Kaleb Amofa, a marketing ma-
jor, won third place amongst 
the nominees. 

Wright is the president of  
L.E.A.D, a BRAVE peer edu-
cator and a member of  Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority. Wright 
has also worked as a Manre-
sa leader and a 2022 Xavier 
University Summer Service 

Intern. 
Amofa serves as the Com-

munity Collaboration Liai-
son for BSA and president of  
the Dean’s Student Advisory 
Board. Aduloju is the presi-
dent of  the African Student 
Association, a Student Advi-
sory Board Member, a Take-
it-On Dialogue Ambassador 
and passionate about policies 
affecting women and children 
in developing countries. 

Each winner was chosen 
based on their dedication to 
Black excellence and commu-
nity enrichment with their in-
volvement on and off  campus.

The Antonio Johnson 
Gala is held in honor of  
high-achieving Black and Af-
rican-American students and 
also serves as a fundraiser for 
Xavier scholarships. 

The scholarship is an award 
given to current juniors that 
covers their full tuition and 
room and board for their se-
nior year. 

The award is given to stu-
dents of  African or Black 
descent, who showcase ac-
ademic prowess, excellence 

BY MORGAN MILES and leadership in the Xavier 
community. Staff  and fellow 
students nominate potential 
recipients. Once three final-
ists are selected, the winner is 
announced at the gala. 

Traditionally, the gala is 
noted as an essential and pop-
ular gathering for students, 
staff  and faculty of  color. 

Antonio Johnson was a 
Xavier student activist in the 
1970s. 

Johnson aided in kickstart-
ing a Black Awareness Month 
program and also aided in 
launching Xavier’s Black Stu-
dent Association. He passed 
away in 1976, but his lega-
cy and desire to aid Xavier’s 
Black and African American 
communities lives on through 
the scholarship and gala. 

Dr. Ivy Banks, vice pres-
ident for the Office of  Insti-
tutional Diversity and In-
clusion, commented on the 
importance of  Antonio John-
son’s legacy on Xavier’s cam-
pus. 

“When we think about 
food, housing and financial 
insecurities, we know that 

at the annual Antonio Johnson Gala, which was held at Cintas Center.

Photo courtesy of @bsa_xu via Instagram

February 27, 2023
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Senior Director for Auxiliary Services Bill 
Moran spoke with the Senate regarding 
food services, bookstore operations, the 
Day One Program, virtual All Cards, mail-
ing services and printing services, among 
other items.     
 

• The Senate voted on University Affiliated 
Organizations’ budgets for 2023-24.  
    

• President Ashley Findley spoke on the neg-
ative results of  the student survey asking 
about the addition of  a non-scholarship 
football team. Findley also discussed how 
university administration may be looking 
to rebrand the traditional X.   
 

• The SGA Executives highlighted XUPD 
efforts to establish educational programs 
for students concerning what actions to 
take during an active shooter event.  
   

BY JUSTIC DICKEY 

these issues are escalated for 
our students, particularly the 
Black and African American 
student population. That’s 
not stereotypical or anecdot-
al. That’s why this award goes 
directly to students achieving 
the highest and giving back to 
Xavier, in a way for us to give 
back to them and show that 
we recognize them,” she said.

Matching the “Royalty 
Is In Our DNA” gala theme, 
Miss Universe Juanita Brown 

Ingram joined attendees on 
Friday and gave a speech on 
never giving up one’s dreams. 
The gala also honored Dr. Jer-
ry Cline-Bailey, who retired in 
December 2022. 

A presentation honoring 
the retired professor con-
cluded with the information 
that Xavier was changing the 
name of  the award that the 
2nd place scholarship nomi-
nee earns to be named after 
him.
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Photo Op: Railroad Tracks Remain on Wasson Way

Lights, camera, action! 
Xavier Digital Innovation, 
Film and Television (DIFT) 
students won five Awards of  
Excellence across four cate-

gories at the 2023 Broadcast 
Education Association (BEA) 
Festival of  Media Arts.

The BEA is a premiere in-
ternational media organiza-
tion that focuses on insights 
and excellence in media pro-
duction and career advance-

BY BRIANA DUNN ment for educators, students 
and professionals. The orga-
nization currently has more 
than 2,500 individual and in-
stitutional members world-
wide.

The BEA Festival of  Me-
dia Arts is a national competi-
tion and receives submissions 
from schools across the coun-
try. Professor Blis DeVault 
commented on the stature of  
the competition, citing the 
recognition it gives to student 
works.

“It’s great for the program 
for people you know, to see 
what we’re doing,” DeVault 
said. “And you know, it’s re-
ally great for the students to 
be able to have something like 
that to put on their resume.”

Kyle Howland, a teach-
ing professor in the DIFT 
program, reflected on his re-
sponse to hearing the results.

“I was really excited for our 
students. The students work 
really, really hard,” Howland 
said. “I think that when you 
compete nationally against 
major schools that maybe 
have more funding than other 
schools do, to see results, re-
gardless of  those outside cir-
cumstances, it’s really great.”

Alex Peters and Dylan 
O’Leary won an Award of  
Excellence for Animation/
Experimental/Mixed Cate-
gory for their film "The Clock 
Room." In the Narrative Cat-
egory, Jacob Smith and Trev-
or Wray won an Award of  
Excellence for their Film "My 

Hero Resolved."
Wray described his emo-

tions at being awarded on the 
national scale.

“I don’t think it’s fully hit 
me yet to be honest,” Wray 
said. “It’s like, 'Okay, sweet. 
We won another award. When 
are we hearing back from the 
next one?'”

Smith and Wray, 2022 
graduates of  Xavier’s DIFT 
program, recalled the amount 
of  creative freedom they had.

“I don’t think we could’ve 
done this film anywhere else 
besides Xavier,” Smith noted. 
“The DIFT program and Blis 
DeVault gave us a lot of  great 
freedom in creating our sto-
ry and gave us all the proper 
tools.”

In the scriptwriting com-
petition, DIFT students Al-
exa Kreuzer and Mayne Swift 
won Awards of  Excellence in 
the Mini-Episodic/Webisode 
Category for their scripts for 
"Wake Up!" and "Of  Late 
Nights and Waffles," respec-
tively. 

Nick Namyar won in the 
scriptwriting competition in 
the Short Narrative Film Cat-
egory for "The Persian Car-
pet."

Swift, a junior DIFT major, 
reminisced on their script and 
the importance of  the topics 
they covered.

“It’s really cool, because 
the script in it of  itself  end-
ed up meaning a lot to me. 
It’s a queer romance that’s 
not centered around coming 

out or the fear of  being seen 
as queer,” Swift said. “It’s sim-
ply about queer joy and love, 
and so having it recognized 
nationally is really cool, be-
cause that’s my whole goal... 
to eventually make movies for 
queer people.”

Swift also reflected on the 
opportunity to showcase their 
work on the national level.

“It feels empowering... be-
cause now I know that I can 
go toe to toe and have some 
creative liberties and that the 
work I do is good enough to 
continue to do that,” Swift 
mentioned.

Namyar, a junior DIFT and 
graphic design double major, 
also reflected on the impor-
tance of  his script, noting his 
culture as his inspiration.

“I think that this script that 
I wrote, it’s personal to my 
culture, my dad’s culture. And 
it’s a very relevant current 
issue that it tackles,” Namyar 
noted. 

“Through the process of  
doing this it made me feel 
more connected to my dad 
and my culture,” he added.

Thinking of  the awards’ 
impact on the DIFT program, 
DeVault commented on their 
student-based focus.

“Any other stuff  that comes 
out of  it is just extra. We’re 
not doing it to prove any kind 
of  point. We’re doing it for 
the students,” DeVault said. 
“We’re hoping to show the 
students the value of  their 
work,” she added.

Awards of Excellence go to students via the Broadcast Education Association
XU DIFT Students Win Five Awards

Campus News

While much attention has 
been given to the planned ex-
tensions of  the Wasson Way 
trail, there has been no con-
versation about the remnants 
of  old train tracks said trail 
will be built on and around.  

The railroad tracks that are 
visible near the Innovation 
Center Parking Lot, Lister-
mann Brewery Parking Lot 
and Xavier Parking Lot H, 
were originally constructed 
and used for transporting the 
goods developed in the facto-
ries and businesses that had 
existed near campus. 

Perhaps the most famous 
of  those businesses was King 
Records. King Records was 
started by Syd Nathan in Cin-
cinnati in the mid-19th centu-
ry. 

King Records served as one 
of  the most influential record 
labels of  the 20th century, 
producing tracks for icons 
such as James Brown and 
Bootsy Collins. 

At King Records, produc-
tion was all done under the 
same roof, meaning that after 

the artists were done record-
ing, the vinyls were pressed 
and shipped out of  the build-
ing. 

While it cannot be said for 
sure or confirmed, these vi-
nyls were potentially shipped 
along those very same train 
tracks that now lay buried on 
campus.

In photo No. 3, you can 
clearly see the difference be-
tween exposed track and track 
that has been buried for some 
time. You can see the eroded 
qualities of  the eroded track 
versus  exposed track in photo 
No. 3. In No. 1, No. 2 and No. 
4 you can see the remnants of  
track still on trails and drive-
ways in and around Xavier's 
campus.

BY CHARLIE GSTALDER
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Tunisian Police Crack Down on Dissidents
BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER

FC Cincinnati Begins Construction in West End

FC Cincinnati has begun a 
$300 million, 8.5-acre, eight-
year project in the West End, 
just outside the TQL Stadium. 
The project’s goal of  building 
a new Cincinnati district will 
start with the demolition of  
the area and has garnered 
critcism for the potential dis-
placement of  surrounding 
buildings and residents.

Once completed, the new 
Cincinnati district is expected 
to have a hotel, restaurants, 
offices, shops and apartments. 
At the moment, there are no 
space renderings to show 
what the new district will look 
like. There is also no timeline 
for construction and no dis-
trict name. Anne Sesler, FC 
Cincinnati spokesperson, said 
that the district will be in-
spired by places such as The 
Wharf  in Washington, D.C.

“This will be additive to 
the community. We really be-
lieve we have the (West End) 
community council support 
for the project. We’re going 
to bring a lot more residents 
to the neighborhood. We’re 
going to be bringing some 
much-needed new housing 
to the area, new restaurants 
which are much needed, office 
space, which is much needed, a 
hotel which is much needed,” 
Sesler said.

On Feb. 8, FC Cincinnati 
Co-CEO Jeff  Berding kick-
started the project’s demo-
lition. He knocked down a 

building that formerly served 
as the home of  the Cincinnati 
Ballet. Located between Cen-
tral Parkway, Central Avenue 
and Wade Street, the first 
demolition marked Stage One 
of  FC Cincinnati’s project. 

Stage One will include the 
demolition of  buildings on 
the corners of  Central Park-
way, Wade Street and Liberty 
Street. According to FC Cin-
cinnati, demolition is likely to 
be completed by this summer. 
Berding plans to purchase 
more properties to expand the 
project’s supersite area.

“All the property that ei-
ther we own or at some point 
where we would have an in-
terest, we’ve had very ongo-
ing, very open conversations 
with property owners. There 
are plenty of  property own-
ers who have asked us to buy, 
some outside of  the (supersi-
te) area,” Berding said.

The Vice President of  the 
West End Community Coun-
cil, Noah O’Brien, agreed with 
Berding’s statements. 

“We have to leave our 
neighborhood to go to a 
restaurant. We have to leave 
our neighborhood to go to a 
pharmacy. We have to leave 
our neighborhood to go to at-
tractions and things to do. It 
shouldn’t have to be like that” 
O’Brien said. 

As a decade-long resident 
of  the West End, O’Brien 
hopes for improvement in the 
lives of  those who will benefit 
from more businesses closer 
to home. O’Brien also noted 

that the expansion can give 
purpose to spaces and empty 
storefronts that have been ne-
glected for 20 years, despite 
being in a business district.

To support surrounding 
communities, FC Cincinnati 
signed a community bene-
fits agreements (CBA). The 
CBA ensures funding of  up to 
$100,000 a year for 30 years. 
This funding can be used for 
programs that aid residents in 
the West End, such as creat-
ing a community student gar-
den.

Ahmed Hmoud’s experi-
ences with FC Cincinnati have 
differed significantly. The 
owner of  Liberty Used Tires 
LLC, Hmoud received an evic-
tion notice from FC Cincin-
nati on Feb. 28, stating that 
it was a condition required by 
FC Cincinnati. Upon asking, 
Hmoud said he was denied an-
swers to questions about his 
eviction and relocation assis-
tance.

“I don’t know how they can 
sleep, just kicking me on the 
street and they got millions. 
They cannot offer anything to 
me to support me or to move 
my business to a different lo-
cation,” Hmoud commented.

As a historically Black 
neighborhood, the West End 
has experienced statistical-
ly disproportionate amounts 
of  displacement and neglect. 
Marvin Smith, the owner of  
Ollie’s Trolley on Liberty 
Street, commented on this 
pattern. 

“I’m pro-development, al-

ways have been. I supported 
the soccer stadium. I support-
ed cleaning up Central Avenue 
and all that. I don’t support 
coming in and throwing out 
small businesses. It’s like busi-

ness gentrification,” Smith 
said. 

As a business owner, Smith 
has seen many neighbors and 
neighboring businesses be 
displaced due to development.

Tunisian police have arrest-
ed more than a dozen political 
dissidents against President 
Kais Saied since last Friday.

The arrests consist of  po-
litical figures, union officials 
and businessmen who have 
been vocal about their criti-
cism of  the president. Saied 
has insisted that those arrest-
ed should be seen as terrorists 
and may even be to blame for 
recent shortages of  food and 
petrol within the nation.

“(Their corruption is) a 
cancer in the body of  the 

state, which needs to be de-
stroyed with radiotherapy or 
chemotherapy,” Saied said.

Jaouhar Ben M’barek is the 
most recent detainee, after 
his house was surrounded by 
Tunisian police for days. Ben 
M’barek, an ex-government 
advisor and current head of  
the Citizens Against the Coup 
protest movement, was ar-
rested last Friday.

Ben M’barek is also a 
prominent member of  the Na-
tional Salvation Front (NSF), 
a coalition opposing the inde-
pendently-aligned president. 
Other members of  NSF — 
senior member Chaima Aissa 
and head of  the republican 

party Issam Chebbi — were 
arrested earlier last week.

“Jaouhar was arrested late 
last night, and we haven’t seen 
the charges against him,” Ben 
M’barek’s sister, Dalila Msad-
dek, said.

Aissa was charged under 
cybercrime law for her crit-
icism of  president Saied in 
a radio interview. She is not 
detained but banned from 
traveling outside of  Tunisia. 
Despite her arrest, Aissa has 
expressed continued disdain 
for Saied and his tactics.

“Saied is creating a di-
version,” Aissa stated. “He’s 
mixing political targets with 
criminal cases to give an im-

pression that political actors 
are responsible for price rises 
and food shortages.”

Meanwhile, Chebbi, along 
with three other men, were 
charged with conspiring 
against state security. Chebbi 
and the other men now sit in 
pre-trial detention but have 
been boycotting the hearings. 
They will be tried in military 
court.

Alongside Chebbi is Ab-
delhamid Jlassi, a prominent 
member of  the Islamist En-
nadha party. The party rep-
resents the majority of  pre-
coup politics in Tunisia. His 
party expressed solidarity 
with Ben M’barek and all oth-
ers arrested. 

“(Ennadha) strongly con-
demns the widening campaign 
of  arbitrary arrests,” party 
representatives shared.

“This treatment and the ar-
rests show that the authorities 
are flailing around and have 
failed to manage the political, 
economic and social situation 
as well as Tunisia’s interna-
tional relations,” Ahmed Najib 
Chebbi, current NSF head and 
brother to Chebbi, said.

Both the NSF and Ben 
M’barek’s Citizens Against the 
Coup movement were founded 

in response to the 2021 sus-
pension of  parliament and 
dismissal of  the prime min-
ister by Saied. The move was 
seen as a power grab by many 
Tunisian citizens and caused 
riots in the country’s capital 
of  Tunis.

Since freezing parliament, 
Saied also seized control of  
the judiciary early last year. 
Saied has warned judges han-
dling the trials of  the dissi-
dents. 

“Anyone who dares to ac-
quit is their accomplice,” he 
stated.

Now, in addition to back-
lash from the arrests, Saied 
faces additional protests in 
Tunis related to a series of  
racist comments made about 
sub-Saharan African immi-
grants.

“We call on the authori-
ties to work towards bring-
ing justice sector legislation, 
procedures and practices into 
line with applicable interna-
tional norms and standards, 
and through the separation 
of  powers, to uphold the in-
dependence of  the judiciary 
and the rule of  law,” Jeremy 
Laurence, spokesperson for 
the U.N. High Commission on 
Human Rights, said.Photos courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

Political unrest in Tunisia leads to dozens of arrests among protestors
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BY REAGAN OLIVER

Biden Visits Ukraine, Emphasizes U.S. Support

By Reagan Oliver
Staff  Writer

A new biomaterial is sure to make your 
heart jump with joy: Scientists are closer 
than ever to reversing heart damage to 
heart attack survivors. 

A heart attack kills the cardiac muscle 
tissue in the heart, creating permanent 
damage. The scar tissue that builds up 
after a heart attack prohibits the heart 
from functioning normally again, creating 
significant health problems for those who 
survive myocardial infarction. Survivors 
of  a heart attack are more likely to have a 
stroke, kidney disorder or peripheral arte-
rial disease (PAD).

Karen Christman, a bioengineer at the 
University of  California San Diego, and 
her team of  researchers have discovered 
a new biomaterial that can heal damaged 
cardiac tissue from the inside out. Previous 
research has shown that stem cells derived 
from body fat can heal bones and muscles, 
including the heart. 

Christman and her team took this re-
search and expanded upon it to make the 
materials even more suited for healing the 
heart. Her team produced a hydrogel with 
stem cell particles. After repeated animal 
trials, Christman and her team finally cre-
ated a thin material to deliver the healing 
particles to heart blood vessels intrave-
nously. This material can then be injected 
into the heart, healing the damaged tissue 
from the inside out. 

Despite this victory, when used in animal 
testing, the material did not slip through 
the gaps in the cardiac blood vessels to 
adhere to the damaged tissue. Instead, the 
material is attached to the leaky vessels 
which prevented some inflammatory cells 
from moving into the heart tissue, wors-
ening the situation. Once her team figures 
out this last step, more safety checks will 
be run. Then this chemical will be ready 
for human clinical trials. But this new inno-
vative material doesn’t stop there. This ma-
terial can also potentially treat leaky blood 
vessels in other delicate organs, such as the 
brain. This would aid in post-concussion 
treatment or other traumatic injuries.

Science Simpli� ed

Local Groups Raise Concerns
BY SEBASTIAN AGUILAR

Local neighborhood 
groups have raised concerns 
over the planned Victory Vis-
tas affordable housing project 
in the Paddock Hills neigh-
borhood adjacent to campus. 

The project is located at 
4106 Victory Parkway at the 
confluence of  the northern 
edge of  campus and lower 
Millcrest park. Victory Vis-
tas is one of  three affordable 
housing projects approved 
by the Cincinnati city council 
in May 2022, receiving tax 
credits and affordable housing 
funding. The project is backed 
by Councilman Reggie Har-
ris and being developed by 
Kingsley and Co., a minori-
ty-owned development firm 
in Cincinnati.

According to the develop-
er, the project is projected to 
contain 50 affordable housing 
units for those aged 55+ at the 
30-60% area middle income. 
Victory Vistas is planned 
to be a singular four-story 
building comprised of  most-
ly one and two-bedroom 
apartments. Both the North 

Avondale Neighborhood As-
sociation (NANA), and the 
Paddock Hills Assembly have 
voted to pursue a joint appeal 
to overturn the approval for 
the project from the Cincinna-
ti Zoning Board.

In NANA’s Jan. 24 open 
letter to the city council and 
mayor Pureval, they have list-
ed concerns such as safety for 
District Four police officers 
and Dohn School students, 
lack of  a public environmen-
tal impact study, the necessity 
of  how the project will affect 
the Hillside Overlay District, 
the size of  the project, lack 
of  parking spots and lack of  
engagement and transparency 
with the residents of  North 
Avondale and Paddock Hills.

Developer Kingsley and Co. 
invited community members to 
an information meeting about 
the project on Jan. 31 and Feb. 
1 to meet and ask questions to 
both the development and con-
struction management teams 
for the project.

President of  NANA Sara 
Koucky, in her open letter to 
the city council, is calling for 
a full stop on the development 
until all of  NANA’s demands 

are met.
According to the latest 

zoning appeal hearing docu-
ments, various NANA com-
mittee members and Paddock 
Hills trustees were noted to be 
arguing with the zone admin-
istrator over what violates the 
Hillside Overlay District, the 
property line or the building 
itself. The property line does 
cross into the district, but the 
proposed building does not. 
The zoning committee argues 
that since the building itself  
doesn’t intrude on the dis-
trict, it is free to go through. 
However, NANA and Paddock 
Hills argue that the current 
map of  the overlay district is 
inaccurate.

“I don’t see what the big 
problem is, it’s just hous-
ing for old people,” Claudia 
Jimenez, a Xavier graduate 
and resident of  North Avon-
dale, said.

“I feel the neighborhoods 
get less of  a say in what’s hap-
pening in their communities. 
We need to make a stand,” 
Lina Orr, Paddock Hills As-
sembly treasurer, said.

The next zoning appeal 
hearing is set for March 16.
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President Joe Biden marked 
his President’s Day with a se-
cret trip to Ukraine almost 
one year after the Russian 
invasion of  Ukraine, which 
started on Feb. 24, 2022. This 
trip marked the nine-year an-
niversary of  armed conflict 
between the two countries. 

Biden flew to Ukraine on a 
militarized Boeing 757. 

“This was a risk that Joe 
Biden wanted to take,” White 
House Communications Di-
rector Kate Bedingfield said. 
The president’s trip lasted 23 
hours, during which he stayed 
in Kyiv. The trip was intend-
ed to stand in solidarity with 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy. 

During his trip, the presi-

dent announced a new weap-
ons package that will be pro-
vided to Ukraine worth $500 
million, making the total of  
U.S. military aid commit-
ments nearly $30 billion dol-
lars since the 2022 invasion.

After his trip to Ukraine, 
the president traveled to War-
saw, Poland, where he spoke to 
a crowd of  thousands at the 
Gardens of  the Royal Cas-
tel during his speech, Biden 
vowed to support Ukraine 
while also making a social 
comment on the struggle be-
tween authoritarianism and 
democracy.

“One year ago, the world 
was bracing for the fall of  
Kyiv. Well, I’ve just come from 
a visit to Kyiv, and I can re-
port Kyiv stands strong, Kyiv 
stands proud, it stands tall 
and most important, it stands 
free,” Biden said. 

Biden’s speech also came a 
few hours after Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin spoke to a 
joint session of  the country’s 
Parliament. During Putin’s 
speech, he framed the invasion 
of  Ukraine to be the start of  a 
fight against the West. 

Biden took this point and 
then directly addressed the 
people of  Russia. 

“Tonight I speak once more 
again to the people of  Russia: 
The United States and the 
people of  Europe do not seek 
to control or destroy Russia,” 
Biden said. “The West was 
not planning to attack Russia. 
Millions of  Russian citizens 
who only want to live in peace 
with their neighbors are not 
the enemy.” 

Putin also announced that 
Russia would be pulling out 
of  the New SMART Treaty. 

This treaty is the only remain-
ing major nuclear agreement 
between Russia and the Unit-
ed States. 

Biden’s trip, however, is 
more than a well wishes tour. 
Right now, the conflict be-
tween Russia and Ukraine is 
one of  few major bipartisan 
topics.  

“He’s been good about con-
necting our national interests 
to the fight and that it’s good 
for the world for Russia not to 
be successful,” Sen. Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.) said in an in-
terview. “It’s going to be one 
of  the decisive moments of  
his presidency.” 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) emphasized his parties 
support for Ukraine, even as 
some Republicans remain di-

vided on U.S. financial sup-
port for Ukraine.

“Reports about the death 
of  Republican support for 
strong American leadership 
in the world have been greatly 
exaggerated. My party’s lead-
ers overwhelmingly support a 
strong, involved America and 
a robust trans-Atlantic alli-
ance.,” McConnell said.

“We will stand with 
Ukraine for as long as it 
takes,” said Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen in a recent 
trip to Ukraine.

“When Putin launched his 
invasion nearly one year ago, 
he thought Ukraine was weak 
and the West was divided. 
He thought he could outlast 
us. But he was dead wrong,” 
Biden said.
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Picture this: It’s finals 
week, you’re drowning in 
studying and papers, and 
your only remaining sliver 
of  sanity lies in consuming 
an exorbitant amount of  caf-
feine to survive. On a college 
campus full of  sleep-deprived, 
overly-caffeinated students, 
it’s simply bull that Xavier 
doesn’t sell Red Bull in their 
campus convenience stores.

Xavier is a Pepsi school. If  
you’re unfamiliar with this, 
allow me to enlighten you. 
Essentially, Xavier is affiliated 
with the Pepsi brand, mean-
ing all beverages on campus 
are under the Pepsi brand. 
For Coca-Cola fans, attend-
ing a Pepsi school is no doubt 
absolutely unbearable. I un-
derstand — I’m a Coke fan 
myself, but I will always first 
and foremost be a Dr. Pepper 
girlie.

Yet, the irony in all of  this 
Pepsi versus Coca-Cola dis-
course is that Red Bull is un-
der neither of  these beverage 
monopolies. Red Bull is an 
independent isle, a Switzer-
land amid warring countries, 

a force of  neutrality. Under 
Red Bull GmbH, an Austrian 
company, our beloved go-to 
energy drink has no affiliation 
with Coca-Cola or Pepsi. So, 
why can’t we sell Red Bull on 
campus? Why must Red Bull 
be caught in the crossfire of  
these two feuding families — a 
Friar Lawrence stuck between 
Montagues and Capulets?

Energy drinks are known 
for being unhealthy. It may be 
plausible that Xavier is try-
ing to urge students toward 
healthy food and drink op-
tions. It is known that caffeine 
can be a nervous system stim-
ulant and can make you jittery 
while also leading to a major 
crash after the initial caffeine 
high. There are also indica-
tions that caffeine is highly 
addictive, like most sugary 
foods and drinks, ending in 
withdrawal headaches and 
mood swings. Maybe the Red 
Bull-less All For One shops 
are a health conscious deci-
sion by Xavier.

However, if  you’ve ever 
had the honor of  visiting the 
wonderful All For One shop 

in Gallagher Student Center, 
(GSC) you know that there is 
an entire cooler full of  ener-
gy drinks, mostly consisting 
of  Celsius, Mountain Dew 
Kickstart and RockStar. If  
the issue, then, does not lie 
in a campus-wide decision to 
decrease students’ caffeine in-
take, why is Red Bull excluded 
from this energy drink soiree?

Moreover, there is a known 
lawsuit that occurred between 
Flo Rida and Celsius after 
they breached a contract in 
which he was endorsing their 
products. Although the two 
have reached an agreement in 
court — Flo Rida receiving 
an $80 million settlement — 
the damage has already been 
done. I doubt that the shady 
business will end if  they are 
willing to hide money in a 
deal with an influencer as big 
as Flo Rida.

“What kind of  university 
are we if  we are supporting a 
company full of  liars?” sopho-
more Justice Dickey fervently 
implored.

After receiving insight 
from Xavier’s auxiliary ser-

vices, I have learned that while 
Xavier has flexibility in the 
products they offer on cam-
pus, there is not much wiggle 
room in the beverage catego-
ry. Because of  the agreement 
with PepsiCo, Xavier is bound 
to exclusively sell their prod-
ucts.

I understand this side of  
the issue, yet there was a time 
in Fall 2022 when Red Bull 
was momentarily sold in the 
GSC All For One shop. A 
glimmer of  hope rained down 
upon me as I thought maybe 
this would be the beginning 
of  a great semester of  trips 
to GSC for a crisp, refreshing 
Red Bull. Almost as quickly as 
it appeared, the Red Bull dis-
appeared roughly a week after. 
Whether this was a mistake 
or a carrot dangled in front 
of  our faces, I am not sure; 
however, what I do wonder is 
why Red Bull was sold for a 
week or so in our campus con-
venience store when we are 
tightly bound by a contract 
with Pepsi to not sell any bev-
erage outside of  their brand. 

I am not dogging Xavier 

or advocating for the dissolu-
tion of  our agreement with 
Pepsi because, let me reiterate, 
I myself  love a good Dr. Pep-
per. Yet, I want to point back 
to the ongoing feud between 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi. These 
two beverage giants dominate 
the beverage industry, so why 
must Red Bull suffer when all 
they want to do is give stu-
dents a surge of  energy to 
trudge through the trenches 
of  college?

If  you’re seeing red like me 
at the lack of  Red Bull in Xavi-
er’s convenience stores, join 
me in rallying for ol’ reliable 
and advocating for students’ 
freedom to stay caffeinated. 

Xavier, Give Me Wiiings 

Deters Does not Belong
Joe Deters does not belong 

at Xavier University. Not only 
are his viewpoints abhorrent, 
but they are also completely 
antithetical to Xavier’s Jesuit 
values.  

On Feb. 23, Xavier an-
nounced that State Supreme 
Court Justice and former 
Hamilton County Prosecutor 
Deters would be joining Xavi-
er as the “justice in residence.”  

In the announcement, the 
university wrote: “As part of  
his role, upon mutual agree-
ment with program leaders 
and faculty,  Justice Deters 
will participate in various 
class sessions. He will also 
take part in events outside of  
class in academic and co-cur-
ricular programs related to 
his area of  professional ex-
pertise.” 

For those of  you who are 
not familiar with Deters, let’s 
dig into why exactly he de-
serves no place in our campus 
community. 

Not only is Deters staunch-
ly pro-death penalty, but he 
also wants to bring back the 

firing squad. Yes, you heard 
me right. Joe Deters wants 
the state to execute people by 
firing squad. 

Yet according to Catholic 
doctrine, the death penalty is 
“inadmissible.” In fact, shortly 
after Deters made these state-
ments on the firing squad, 
a Vatican and Jesuit official 
condemned 
D e t e r s 
publicly.  

The Rev. 
Paul Muel-
ler, vice di-
rector and 
superior of  
the Jesuit community at the 
Vatican Observatory, said, “I 
am disappointed, embarrassed 
and scandalized that you, not 
only a Catholic but also a fel-
low alumnus of  St. Xavier 
High School, have used the 
platform of  your public of-
fice to oppose and confuse the 
moral teaching of  the Church 
in so open a fashion.” 

Why is Xavier taking a 
very public stance to contra-
dict the church in this way? 

Deters’ views clearly do not 
align with Jesuit Catholic 
teachings. 

Xavier has, on multiple oc-
casions, committed itself  to 
principles of  anti-racism by 
addressing criminal justice re-
form and using a racial equity 
lens.  

Deters doesn’t believe in 
anti-racism. He’s 
made that abun-
dantly clear. 

“The false nar-
rative that police 
are hunting Black 
men in the streets 
hurts the Black 

community. The belief  that 
we should reduce sentences of  
violent people because of  sys-
temic racism hurts the Black 
community,” Deters stated. 

Color of  Change Campaign 
Director Johnny Mathias, has 
worked on many campaigns 
opposing Deters. 

“Prosecutor Deters has a 
clearly documented track re-
cord for using racially coded 
dog whistles. Time and time 
again, he has pathologized 

Black households and shown 
that he views some members 
of  our communities as irre-
deemable,” Mathias said. 

After an incident in which a 
group of  Black men allegedly 
beat up a White man, Deters 
used inflammatory and ra-
cially coded language to de-
scribe the incident and those 
involved. 

“The root cause of  this 
is there’s no discipline in 
the homes. They don’t go to 
school, you know. they live off  
the government, no personal 
accountability and they just 
beat people up for no reason, 
and it’s disgusting,” Deters 
said.  

The Cincinnati Enquirer’s 
editorial board condemned 
Deters over the remarks: 
“This is a disturbing set of  
worn stereotypes for an en-
forcer of  law and order to 
utter. He should take care not 
to use his bully pulpit to feed 
racial discord in our commu-
nity.”  

Xavier can release flow-
ery statements and put signs 

outside Bellarmine Chapel 
all they want — but actions 
speak louder than words. If  
we, as a university, are tru-
ly committed to anti-racism, 
then we can not allow Deters 
to join our community. 

Deters is dangerous. His 
views are antithetical to our 
values. To let him join our 
campus is irresponsible and 
represents a direct contradic-
tion to our values. 

The University should im-
mediately rescind its offer to 
Joe and cancel plans to have 
him join Xavier University. 
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Laney Konz is a guest 
writer for Newswire. 
She is a sophomore 
English major from 
Trenton, Ohio.

Ethan Nichols is the 
World News Editor 
for Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Philosphy, 
Politics and the Public 
and English double 
major from Cincinna-
ti. 

If  we, as a university, 
are truly committed to 
anti-racism, then we 
can not allow Joe De-
ters to join our com-
munity. 



The Threats to Women 
There are dangers in the 

world that pose a very real 
threat to women. We just ar-
en’t talking about them in the 
right way. 

The age of  the internet 
has, in a lot of  ways, made 
it easier for women to create 
spaces to discuss the dangers 
and misogyny we face ev-
eryday. On the other hand, it 
serves as an echo chamber for 
our worst fears — where they 
are amplified and exaggerat-
ed, which detracts from the 
things we should actually fear 
or the women who genuinely 
experience these fears. 

A recent threat being 
spread around on TikTok is 
the supposed existence of  Na-
tional Rape Day.  

April 24, labeled as Nation-
al Rape Day, most likely came 
from 4Chan before migrating 
to TikTok — advertised as a 
day on which men can sexual-
ly assault or rape with impuni-
ty. I caught wind of  this trend 
when women began spreading 
it around as another reason to 
be afraid of  men. 

But here’s the thing: Men 
aren’t going to be walking 
around in groups on April 24, 
hunting for women to assault. 
It isn’t a kind of  Purge, where 

we will be unable to stop them 
from doing what they want 
without fear of  repercussions.  

It’s not the faceless mob 
you need to fear. Not the bo-
geyman waiting in the shad-
ows or the unknown terror 
prowling in the night. 

It is the man you know that 
you should fear — far more 
than the man you don’t. 

Eight out of  10 rapes are 
committed by someone that 
the victim knows. That means 
that 72% of  rapists are ac-
quaintances, friends, boy-
friends, spouses and exes. 

Other stories surround hu-
man trafficking — the groups 
of  traffickers stalking Tar-
get parking lots and marking 
cars. 

Once again, the victims 
of  human trafficking usually 
know the people who traf-
fic them. The Polaris Project 
says that most victims are 
trafficked by their partners or 
their family members. Traf-
ficking isn’t just some black 
market operation happening 
in abandoned warehouses or 
middle-of-nowhere locations. 
It happens in restaurants, fac-
tories and foster homes. 

They aren’t marking your 
car with zip ties or spray paint 

— they are people who ma-
nipulate their victims. They 
trick and threaten the people 
who love them or trust them.  

Wayfair. QAnon. The Ever 
Given container ship. Rumors 
about the places, corporations 
or groups that are supposed-
ly fronts for trafficking and 
warnings about the ways in 
which traffickers target unsus-
pecting people swirl around 
the internet. They convince 
every girl that they are a step 
away from being kidnapped 
and sold, transported across 
state lines to some billion-
aire’s 100-acre property or an 
old man’s trailer in the middle 
of  the woods. 

Here’s why this is bad: Na-
tional Hotline services can 
only handle so many calls and 
cases at a time. Wait times 
and busy lines prevent actu-
al victims from receiving the 
help they need. People with 
vulnerabilities like children 
in poverty, people with men-
tal illnesses, runaways and 
undocumented immigrants 
all have a far greater risk of  
being trafficked. Spreading 
spooky bedtime stories about 
the monster in the closet or 
hiding under the bed distracts 
from this very real and very 

present issue. 
There is no such thing as 

National Rape Day, and the 
way we talk about sex traf-
ficking is far from the reali-
ty of  it, but here’s the thing 
— these are very real fears. I 
understand the desire to dis-
tort this issue to a point that 
it becomes that bedtime story. 
The alternative is facing the 
fact that the world is a scary 
place for women — regardless 
of  whether that world looks 
like something we can control 
or something we can’t. The 
creep lurking in the parking 
lot, the man in the bushes — 
that’s a threat we can face if  
we do the right thing, wear 
the right clothes, hang out 
with the right people. 

The reality is that we don’t 
have that much control. Ac-
cording to RAINN, one in six 
American women have been 
the victim of  an assault. Nine 
out of  10 rape victims are fe-
male. 

So what’s the answer? 
There must be a solution to 
this scary reality that the men 
we know — and sure, not all 
of  them, but in the face of  
our safety, such distinctions 
become superfluous – could, 
at some point, become a very 

real danger to us and to the 
lives we lead.  

The answer is to talk about 
it, but to talk about the truth 
of  it. The rumors and the 
fear-mongering accomplish 
nothing. But when we make a 
concentrated effort to create 
spaces where we can honestly 
discuss and learn to recognize 
the signs of  danger and the 
red flags from the men in our 
lives, we make the world safer 
for ourselves and the people 
we love. 

The world is a scary place 
for a woman, but we need to 
pick this battle and tell the 
God’s honest truth about the 
reality of  it. Anything less 
will not suffice. 
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Run. Hide. Fight. 
This is the only assistance 

that was offered to Michigan 
State University students 
by their administration as a 
gunman ran, hid from con-
sequence and fought across 
campus, shooting eight stu-
dents. This would end the 
lives of  Alexandria Verner, 
Brian Fraser and Arielle An-
derson. Five more students 
were shot. What was the uni-
versity supposed to do?  

What would our universi-
ty do? On Feb. 15, the Xavier 
student body received a mes-
sage from the Dean of  Stu-
dents with these same three 
words — Run. Hide. Fight. 

Generation Z has been run-
ning, hiding and fighting for 
the entirety of  our lives.  

Sure, “Xavier proactively 
offers a number of  resources 
to ensure the campus remains 
safe and secure.” So does 
Michigan State University. 

Most college campuses in 
the U.S. have their own police 
forces, key card entry in all 
residence buildings and aca-
demic buildings for late-night 
hours and security cameras. 
The Bureau of  Justice Sta-
tistics last reported on this in 
2012, stating that 68% of  pri-

vate universities with enroll-
ment of  more than 2,500 stu-
dents have police departments 
and 92% of  public universi-
ties, have police departments. 

Our universities are do-
ing what they can to protect 
us. But their protection ends 
when the government on all 
levels has made minimal and 
ineffective efforts to limit the 
circulation of  guns.  

Gen Z is defined as people 
born between the years of  
1997 and 2013. At the start 
of  our childhood, lawmakers 
were overwhelmingly con-
cerned with homeland secu-
rity in the fallout of  Sept. 11, 
2001. Our nation sent troops 
to Iraq and Afghanistan to 
protect the security, peace 
and safety of  America; the 
feeling of  being under attack 
is the prologue to the Gen Z 
experience. Even though the 
beginning of  our generation 
was marked by a mission with 
emphasis on homeland securi-
ty, lawmakers ignored the call 
from inside the gates. April 
20, 1999 was also a landmark 
event in the beginning of  the 
trauma Gen Z has internal-
ized: The Columbine High 
School shooting left 15 people 
dead.   

Although 15 lives were 
lost at Columbine, their sto-
ries lived on. Particularly, the 
story of  17-year-old Rachel 
Scott, who is, used in educa-
tion about school shootings 
and being kind. The program 
is called Rachel’s Challenge; it 
is still used in many schools 
today. 

This program teaches ex-
tensively about the horrors 
students face in a shooting 
and the trauma survivors and 
the families of  victims endure 
in the time after. The trauma 
Gen Z students face has be-
come normalized and desensi-
tized to us. 

The trauma we suffer with 
and grew up with is so stan-
dard that it is taught about in 
schools. 

Yes, this mode of  education 
is important to discuss and 
distribute to students for their 
safety. But it should never have 
been necessary in the first 
place. We should have been 
protected more fiercely than 
guns. We should have been 
protected with more tenacity 
than the supposed sanctity of  
the second amendment.  

We continue to ask our-
selves and our lawmakers, 
“How many children have to 

die before something chang-
es?” Clearly, death does not 
bother our lawmakers. 

Gun violence is so much 
more than a tragedy. It’s a 
public health crisis. In 2022, 
gun violence surpassed all 
other leading causes of  death 
for Americans under age 18.  
In 2023, the U.S. will have had 
more shootings than days of  
the year.  

We are the school shooting 
generation. Our generation 
grew up seeing horrific acts 
of  violence targeted at our 
educational institutions be 
broadcast on live television. 
Sandy Hook was supposed to 
be a wake-up call. That call 
has been ignored for ten years 
now. How could our elected 
officials do nothing when they 
see 20 elementary school chil-
dren murdered? Or Parkland, 
which sparked a generation of  
activism and has led to count-
less state-level reform mea-
sures? 

Now is the time for ac-
tion. 97% of  all Americans 
support expanding universal 
background checks. There is 
broad, popular support for the 
policies that are scientifical-
ly proven to reduce gun vio-
lence. What we lack is elected 

officials with the political will 
to do so.  

This is not a Republican 
or Democratic issue. While 
Republicans openly refuse to 
address the gun violence ep-
idemic, Democrats will cam-
paign on taking action and 
then slow walk legislation or 
pass watered down measures. 
We must demand more. We 
must demand better.  

We are sick and tired of  be-
ing sick and tired. Our gener-
ation has experienced enough 
trauma and pain. If  our elect-
ed officials won’t take action, 
we’ll replace them.  

Enough is enough.  
 
 

The School Shooting Generation 

Ethan Nichols and 
Kayla Ross are the 
World News and 
Back Page editors for 
Newswire. They are 
PPP  and English and 
Health Administra-
tion Services majors 
respectively.   

Grace Hamilton is a 
staff writer for News-
wire. She is a junior 
political science and 
French double major 
from Cincinnati.
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than 60% of  their games 
(eight of  13) on the open 
road, the Musketeers find 
themselves in one of  the pre-
mier leagues in collegiate la-
crosse, the Big East. 

Lacrosse is a beautiful 
game, sometimes likened to 
an art form. 

“It’s fluid. It’s fast. It’s 
aggressive yet controlled,” 
remarked Head Coach Meg 
Decker. 

Decker had an illustri-
ous playing career, includ-
ing stints at both the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy, 
where she was named Di-
vision I Rookie of  the Year 
and Loyola University in 

Maryland. At Maryland, she 
earned two All Big East se-
lections. Among all of  the 
arts, women’s lacrosse is per-
haps most aligned with a phe-
nomenon of  the Renaissance 
period. 

When discussing the in-
traconference foes Xavier 
will face this season, Decker 
likened their styles of  play to 
“classical music” in that “the 
Xs and Os are on point,” and 
their execution of  both of-
fensive and defensive sets is 
textbook. 

Decker finds herself  ex-
tremely fond of  the play style 
of  Big East affiliate member 
Denver, comparing the Pio-

neer pounce as having a mas-
terful grasp on the fundamen-
tals of  classic lacrosse while 
topping them with a creative, 
modern twist. 

Decker likened the team to 
contemporary American vi-
olinist Lindsey Stirling, best 
known for her 2010 odyssey 
on “America’s Got Talen.”

Decker knows it will take 
time to accumulate congru-
ent levels of  fundamental ap-
titude to the perennial power-
houses of  the Big East. 

“In order to reach that 
goal, we need to get our clas-
sics locked in. Our job this 
year is to make sure we can 
play classic lacrosse with the 

Though Xavier lacrosse is a new program as of last year, an impressive recruiting  streak and detailed 
player development by Head Coach Meg Decker has the Musketeers ready to compete now, not later. 
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Xavier Lacrosse Ready to Impress Now 

Xavier men’s basketball hit 
the road to play Seton Hall on 
Saturday and won 82-60. The 
Musketeers played well and 
led by double digits for most 
of  the second half  in a game 
that was less competitive than 
the first matchup against the 
Pirates back in December.

The Xavier scoring attack 
was led by point guard Souley 
Boum in his 23-point effort.  
Not only did Boum score ef-
ficiently, shooting more than 
60% from the field, but he 
also avoided turning the ball 
over. 

“He was, in my opinion, 
the best player on the court,” 
Head Coach Sean Miller said 
in the post-game press con-
ference.

Colby Jones, Jerome Hunt-
er and Adam Kunkel also 
scored in double figures as 
part of  the contribution to 
the 22-point victory. 

As a team, the Musketeers 
shot 44% from outside and 
dominated Seton Hall on the 
glass as Xavier collected 15 
more rebounds than the Pi-
rates. 

Seton Hall was one of  the 
hottest teams in the Big East 
in January, but a tough Feb-
ruary schedule has returned 
the team to a 0.500 record in 

conference play.
In the game’s closing sec-

onds, Seton Hall players and 
coaches took issue with the 
fact that Souley Boum shot a 
three-pointe, and they made 
that frustration known. 

As Boum was trying to 
dribble out the clock to end 
the game, Seton Hall Head 
Coach Shaheen Halloway was 
complaining to Miller. Mean-
while, a Seton Hall player 
tried  to take the ball away 
from Boum even though the 
game’s outcome had already 
been decided. 

Boum and Seton Hall 
guard Jaquan Sanders walked 
toward each other at which 
point Sanders pushed Boum 
before the two were separated 
by players and coaches.  

Both players were issued 
technical fouls for exchang-
ing those pleasantries. The 
fun didn’t end there, though, 
as first-year coach Holloway 
refused to shake Sean Miller’s 
hand in the post-game hand-
shake line.

The biggest takeaway from 
the game was Xavier’s con-
tinued improvement on de-
fense.  In just half  a month, 
the team’s defensive ranking 
has improved from 102 to 75.  

Though Seton Hall was 
missing starter Kadary Rich-
mond, this was still an ex-
tremely strong offensive and 

defensive showing for a Xavi-
er team that is looking to so-
lidify a top seed in both the 
Big East Tournament and the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Seton Hall was limited to 
25% shooting from the three- 
point line while no individual 

For the first time in a de-
cade and change (11 years to 
be exact), a new Xavier ath-
letic program has embarked 
on its inaugural season. 

Taking the field as this 
year’s spring magnolias 
bloom in Norwood: Xavier 
women’s lacrosse.

The fledgling conglom-
erate of  stick-toting Muske-
teers have already partaken in 
two contests: The squad trav-
eled to Eugene, Oregon for 
the program’s inaugural bout 
versus the Ducks of  Oregon 
on Feb. 11 and hosted the De-
troit Mercy Titans on a brisk 
vibrant day at Corcoran Field 
on Feb. 19.  

For the latter fixture, Dr. 
Colleen Hancyz, president, 
gallivanted down to the home 
fortress, joined by a swath 
of  Musketeer students and 
others loyal to the silver and 
navy. 

The optimism and energy 
surrounding this new athletic 
venture was palpable. 

While the Musketeers fell 
short in both high-octane 
matchups, there was a surplus 
of  hopeful spells of  play.

The Musketeers will not 
be short-handed regarding 
daunting opponents this sea-
son. 

Aside from playing more 

Xavier’s newest athletic program is poised to show that its infancy won’t dictate success

player scored more than 13 
points for the Pirates. Mean-
while, the Musketeers were 
the first team to score 80 or 
more points against Seton 
Hall since the first week of  
January. 

This improved the team to 

BY DANIEL KELLY

21-8 overall and 13-5 in con-
ference play. The win put the 
Musketeers at second in the 
Big East with the end of  the 
regular season right around 
the corner. 

Xavier faces Providence 
and Butler to end the season.

Men’s Basketball Secures Impressive Victory On The Road

BY BEN DICKISON

The Musketeers didn’t hold back against Seton Hall, taking home an 82-60 road win
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best of  them,” Decker said.
The roster for Xavier 

WLAX (as they have affection-
ately been dubbed) is relatively 
infant; the team is made up of  
20 first-years, two sophomores 
and six upperclassmen. 

Two of  these upperclass-
men, junior Dylan Halloran 
and graduate student Jessica 
Harrison, made the pilgrimage 
to the 513 along with Decker, 
whose time at Xavier is pre-
ceded by a position at helm of  
another virginal lacrosse pro-
gram at Hartford University in 
Connecticut. 

This group of  semi-rookies 
have impressed the coaching 
staff  with their enthusiasm, 
work ethic and possibly most 
notably, their superior speed 
and astounding athleticism. 

This group may be raw and 
relatively inexperienced; how-
ever, they have the necessary 
tools to become a legitimate 
threat in the Big East in short 
order.

Decker is an experienced 
skipper who has the potential 
to orchestrate a “connected” 
lacrosse symphony as opposed 
to a “segmented” style that is 
commonplace among the pro-
grams of  college athletics’ 
fastest growing sport.

Look for Decker and the 
Musketeers to skyrocket to an 
elite galaxy of  lacrosse squads 
very early on in programs exis-
tence.   

Xavier bounced back from a home loss to Villanova, taking it to Seton Hall. Junior guard Colby Jones 
put up 19 points for the Musketeers in only 20 minutes of action, hitting two three-pointers as well.
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Lacrosse Wins First Games of First Season

The Xavier baseball team 
traveled to Cullowhee, North 
Carolina and brought their 
brooms, completing the three-
game series sweep against 
Western Carolina over the 
weekend including their first 
win of  the season Friday 
night. 

The hitter of  the weekend 
was no doubt the senior trans-
fer from West Virginia, Matt 
McCormick, who’s finally set-
tled into the Musketeer line-
up. His weekend was absurd, 
hitting 8-13 with five runs 
scored, three batted in and 
two home runs in Saturday’s 
game. 

Senior pitcher Ethan Bo-
sacker earned himself  pitcher 
of  the series despite having 
missed all of  last season due 
to an injury. He displayed his 
eagerness to dominate on the 
mound, throwing five innings 
of  one run ball including six 
strikeouts.  

Game one on Friday night 
was a nailbiter as the Mus-
keteers only held a 4-3 lead 
bringing back dreadful mem-
ories of  late game blown leads 
to Louisville and Oregon ear-
lier this season. 

Pitching mistakes plagued 
the Catamounts’ chances of  
a comeback after a leadoff  
walk to graduate student Jack 
Housinger in the eighth fol-

lowed by a McCormick hit 
by pitch leading to a pitch-
ing change. Junior catch-
er Matthew DePrey drew a 
walk, loading the bases with 
two outs for designated hit-
ter Hayden Christiansen who 
roped one for a hit, scoring 
Housinger and McCormick. 
The Muskies would hold on 
to and win it 9-4 giving Bosa-
cker the win. 

A similar script was writ-
ten for game two of  the se-
ries. Yet again, the Muske-
teers held a 5-3 lead heading 

into the seventh thanks to 
home runs by McCormick 
and DePrey. McCormick led 
off  the seventh with another 
homer, igniting a spark in the 
Musketeer lineup as eight of  
the next nine Muskies would 
reach base, putting up five 
runs in the inning. 

They would mirror that in 
the eighth inning thanks to 
senior Jared Cushing’s leadoff  
bomb, leading to another five-
run inning pounding Western 
Carolina 15-3 for their second 
win of  the season.  

Over the weekend, Xavier lacrosse competed against Radford University and Longwood University respectively, 
winning both games to bring their season record to 2-2. Both games were high scoring and highly entertaining.
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Xavier Baseball Dominates Western Carolina 3-0

Sunday’s game came with a 
punch in the mouth as Xavier 
found themselves trailing 6-0 
heading into the top of  the 
third. Senior Garrett Schultz 
came to the rescue with a two-
run single after a single and 
an error started the rally. 

Chiseling at the lead, Xavi-
er made it 12-8 facing their 
final six outs of  the game. 
Already outscoring the Cat-
amounts 15-1 in the final 
two innings of  the first two 
games, Xavier still had some 
fire left in them. Schultz led 

BY SPENCER TRACY

BY PAT GAINOR

Carolina, sweeping the Catamounts 3-0, bringing their season record to 3-5 after the impressive series win.
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“We had some tough 
breaks, like any good game 
will give you, but the re-
sponse our players showed 
was to fight harder,” Head 
Coach Meg Decker said fol-
lowing the game. “So many 
players put their names on 
the board for the first time. 
And every single player from 
goal to goal to bench, every 
single one of  them won that 
game.”

Two days later, Xavier 
traveled up to Farmville to 

take on the Longwood Lanc-
ers (2-2). The Lancers’ of-
fense came out firing as they 
quickly amassed a 4-1 lead in 
the first 10 minutes. Xavier 
immediately responded with 
a run of  their own as they 
took a 5-4 lead into the sec-
ond quarter.

Wrapped in yet another 
high-scoring shootout, Xavi-
er and Longwood exchanged 
goals all the way through 
the opening minutes of  the 
fourth quarter. Xavier netted 

three straight to begin the 
final frame, taking a 15-12 
lead with eight minutes left. 
That lead as be too much for 
the Lancers to overcome as 
Xavier rolled to their second 
straight win with a final score 
of  16-14.

Lola Mancuso took the 
spotlight for the weekend 
of  action, scoring four goals 
against Radford and a double 
hat trick against Longwood 
for a total of  10 goals and 11 
points. Mancuso was named 

the Big East Freshman of  
the Week for her perfor-
mance, the first Xavier la-
crosse player to be given an 
honorary award by the con-
ference. 

Mancuso leads the team 
with 16 goals and 19 points 
so far in the season.

Riley Halloran also had 
an excellent weekend as she 
finished with five goals and 
seven points over those two 
games. She currently has 
eight goals and 10 points so 
far this season.

Marina Piszczor made 19 
saves out of  40 shots for a 
0.475 save rate and collected 
her first goalkeeper win over 
the weekend. She currently 
has a 0.474 save rate for the 
season.

“Playing back to back 
games isn’t easy no matter 
who you are. Winning two 
on the road as a first-year 
program only happens when 
the entire team shows up,” 
Coach Decker said following 
the win against Longwood. 
“Our game plan was very 
simple, do your job. Execute 
the game plan. We won be-
cause every single player did 
their job.”

The Musketeers take the 
pitch again this Saturday as 
they take on the Presbyteri-
an College Blue Hose, look-
ing to go above 0.500 for the 
first time.

The Xavier women’s la-
crosse team made history this 
weekend as they won their 
first and second games in pro-
gram history.

The Musketeers entered 
their road game against the 
Radford Highlanders (0-4) 
looking to rebound from their 
11-10 loss in their home open-
er against Detroit Mercy. 

Xavier began by trading 
goals with Radford before the 
Highlanders, led by attacker 
Ashley Grogan, went on a 4-0 
run to take an 8-4 advantage 
midway through the second  
quarter. However, Xavier’s of-
fense would pick up the slack, 
netting three goals heading 
into halftime and two more 
to take a 9-8 lead in the third 
quarter.

From then on, it was a 
shootout from both sides. 
With every goal the High-
landers scored, the Muske-
teers responded. They broke 
the back-and-forth bout as 
graduate attacker Riley Hal-
loran, assisted by her sister 
Dylan, scored to give Xavier 
a 14-12 lead with just under 
three minutes to play. The 
deficit would be too much 
to overcome late, and Xavi-
er came away with the 15-14 
win, their first in program 
history.

off  the inning with a hit by 
pitch then graduate student 
Andrew Walker followed up 
with a double. 

Housinger drew a walk, 
bringing the tying run to the 
plate. Junior infielder Grant 
Stephanson put the ball in 
play, reaching on a fielder’s 
choice allowing Schultz to 
score. McCormick continued 
to play hero with a two-out 
single, bringing the deficit to 
two heading into the ninth.  

With victories in games 
one and two, the Musketeers 
had the series won despite a 
comeback or not, but a sweep 
would taste so much better. 
DePrey led the ninth off  with 
a double in the gap, placing 
the tying run at the plate. The 
Catamounts defense began to 
falter, and Xavier eventually 
loaded the bases with nobody 
out. Schultz managed to pro-
duce a productive out scoring 
DePrey on a sacrifice fly mak-
ing it 12-11. 

Walker blasted one into the 
right center gap, scoring two 
and giving the Musketeers 
their first lead of  the game. 

A few batters later, Steven-
son sent a towering home run 
over the left center field wall 
as the Xavier dugout went 
wild, capping off  a seven-run 
comeback with a six-run ninth 
inning winning the game 16-
12. Xavier hits the road for a 
series against UC Santa Bar-
bara this weekend. 
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BY MARTY DUBECKY

Digital Communications 
Manager

Ten books written by chil-
dren’s author Roald Dahl are 
now being changed and edit-
ed to incorporate more inclu-
sive language.

Dahl, the author of  books 
such as The BFG, Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory and 
Matilda, died in 1990 at age 
74. 

Puffin Books, the pub-
lisher of  Dahl’s classic chil-
dren’s books, is the force be-
hind the rewrites. Puffin has 
made over 100 changes to 
the books, most notably in 
Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory. The character Augustus 
Gloop who was described as 
“fat” in the original books is 
now called “enormous.” Sim-
ilarly, Oompa Loompa char-
acters who Dahl wrote to be 
“small men” are now written 
as “small people.”

Other changes Puffin has 
implemented include refer-
ring to villainous tractors 
from The Fabulous Mr. Fox 
as “murderous” and “bru-
tal-looking” instead of  
“black” in order to avoid po-
tentially racist implications. 
In another famous work, 
The Witches, Dahl describes 

witches as being bald beneath 
the wigs they wear. A change 
to the book includes the sen-
tence, “There are plenty of  
other reasons why women 
might wear wigs and there is 
certainly nothing wrong with 
that.”

The Roald Dahl Story Co.,  
which manages the copyrights 
for stories and collaborates 
with publishers,  worked with 
Puffin in order to reevaluate 
the language and ensure that 
Dahl’s stories can continue to 
be enjoyed by children today. 
Inclusive Minds, a group that 
works with inclusivity in chil-
dren’s books, was also con-
sulted when the changes were 
made. 

However, the changes made 
by the company and Puffin  
have already drawn some crit-
icism.

Notable critics of  the edits 
include writer Salman Rush-
die and the British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak. 

In a tweet regarding the 
edits, Rushdie wrote: “Puffin 
Books and the Dahl estate 
should be ashamed... Roald 
Dahl was no angel, but this is 
absurd censorship.”

“When it comes to our 
rich and varied literary her-
itage, the prime minister 
agrees with the BFG that we 

shouldn’t gobblefunk around 
with words,” a spokesperson 
for Sunak said.

Dahl and his estate are no 
strangers to criticism and 
backlash. Dahl himself  has 
been scrutinized after mul-
tiple comments prompted 
Abraham Foxman, former 
national director of  the An-
ti-Defamation League, to call 
him a “blatant and admitted 
anti-Semite.”

Dahl’s complicated legacy 

lives on through his numerous 
children’s books, their screen 
adaptations and many more 
short stories and poems. More 
than 300 million copies of  his 
books have been sold world-
wide and have been translated 
into more than 50 languages. 

Author of  The Golden 
Compass Philip Pullman said: 
“What are you going to do 
about them? All those words 
are still there. You going to 
round up all the books and 

cross them out with a big 
black pen?”

Members of  Xavier’s cam-
pus community weighed in re-
garding the edits.

“Society is continually giv-
ing words much more mean-
ing they need to be given,” 
sophomore marketing major 
Ari Nuñez said. “Fat should 
not be seen as a negative term. 
It is a descriptor. By changing 
fat to enormous it alludes to 
the fact that fat is indeed bad, 
and we should fear the word,” 
she added, regarding changes 
surrounding the character of  
Augustus Gloop.

Xavier English professor 
Lisa Ottum also commented 
on the changes from a differ-
ent perspective. 

“It’s not great to subject 
kids to outmoded stereotypes, 
especially if  we’re asking them 
to read certain things merely 
because adults feel nostalgic 
about them,” she said.

“We need to remember that 
it’s our responsibility as adults 
to mentor younger readers — 
to help them discuss and pro-
cess what they’re reading,” 
Ottum continued.

Severe public backlash has 
caused Puffin to include both 
the revised versions and the 
original versions of  Dahl’s 
books in their sales. 

White Noise Prophesizes 
East Palestine Disaster

BY CHARLIE GSTALDER

Opinions & Editorials 
Editor

Life imitates art.
Perhaps my perception is 

clouded by recency bias, like  
the black smog floating over 
the river. But the comparisons 
between Don DeLillo’s 1985 
novel White Noise and the 
East Palestine, Ohio train di-
saster are too clear to ignore.

You’ve likely heard of  the 
train derailment and fire that 
occurred in East Palestine. If  
not, Newswire staff  writer Ju-
lia Lankisch did an excellent 
write up on it last week.

A brief  recap: On Feb. 3, 
a train carrying chemicals 
including vinyl chloride and 
butyl acetate derailed in East 
Palestine, spilling the chemi-
cals and subsequently causing 
a fire that has leaked contami-
nants into the surrounding air 
and water.

It is much less likely though 
that you’re familiar with DeL-
illo’s White Noise.

White Noise follows the sto-
ry of  Jack Gladney, a profes-
sor of  Hitler studies at a Mid-
western liberal arts college, 
and his family.

In Part II of  the novel, 
“The Airborne Toxic Event,” 
a train carrying the fictitious 
chemical Nyodene-D de-
rails and crashes, spilling the 
chemicals and causing a fire 
that leaks contaminants into 

the surrounding air and water.
In both East Palestine and 

the college on the hill, resi-
dents were told to evacuate. 
Some did, some stayed behind 
and some questioned the ad-
vice of  authorities.

A cleanup ensued and even-
tually people were told they 
could return home. In White 
Noise and East Palestine, some 
questioned whether it truly 
was safe to return, whether 
the authorities were trust-
worthy  or whether they’ve 
incurred new risks of  cancer 
since the spill.

In May 2022, Netflix re-
leased an adaptation of  White 
Noise, directed by Noah Ba-
umbach, to little fanfare. Un-
derstandably, the film has re-
ceived significant increased 
attention following the disas-
ter. The movie was filmed in 

Ohio, meaning that in anoth-
er shocking crossover, some 
families affected by the East 
Palestine disaster had acted 
as extras in the film’s disaster 
scenes.

One of  the extras told 
CNN that he was unable to 
re-watch the film following 
the crash, describing it as too 
close to home, while also not-
ing that his town has largely 
embraced the humor of  the 
coincidence.

So what does it all mean, 
and what are we to take from 
it? Well, everything and noth-
ing, really.

White Noise satirizes themes 
of  industrialization, the over-
whelming flow of  information 
and the allure of  authority.

White Noise is fiction. It 
isn’t real. There is no Nyo-
dene D, no college on the hill 

Roald Dahl Books Undergo Rewrites

and no Jack Gladney.
But there is vinyl chloride 

and butyl acetate, there is East 
Palestine, there is Xavier Uni-
versity and there is you.

You can pursue the themes, 
ask the questions and prod 
authority. Petition against the 
chemicals being transported, 
push for updates to hazardous 

material transportation or rail 
safety, be cautious of  where 
you get your information and 
support the people affected by 
the crash.  

Or, if  nothing else, there’s 
always White Noise — read 
the novel, watch the movie 
and embrace the art that life 
imitates.

• Emma Mackey won the 2023 
BAFTA Rising Star award (Feb. 
19). 

• Alec Baldwin faces a reduced 
prison sentence after charges of  
firearms enhancement on the set 
of  Rust were dropped (Feb. 20).

• Selena Gomez announced that 
she will take a break from social 
media after controversy with Ky-
lie Jenner and Hailey Bieber (Feb. 
23).

• The 95th Academy Awards will 
have a “crisis team” in response 
to Will Smith’s slap incident 
during last year’s show (Feb. 26).

A&E SINGLES
BY KYRA HUDSON
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BY ADDISON BURKE

March is Women’s History 
Month, and to honor all the 
hard work of  women, here 
are local Cincinnati business-
es that are women-owned!

Spruce Nail Shop
Spruce Nail Shop was 

founded in 2015 by Mol-
ly Reckman Nagle and is 
completely female-operated. 
Spruce offers various nail and 
skin care treatments, includ-
ing manicures and facials. 
They work to use products 
that are free of  harsh and 
toxic chemicals. They have 
two locations in Findlay Mar-
ket and Walnut Hills.

Café Mochiko
Café Mochiko is an Asian 

American restaurant that is 

open in two time segments 
daily. Café Mochiko serves 
coffee and pastries during 
the day and Asian American 
comfort foods in the evening. 
It was founded by Elaine Uy-
kimpang Bentz and her hus-
band, who both have years 
of  experience cooking Asian 
cuisine. Café Mochiko is locat-
ed just a few miles away from 
campus in Walnut Hills.

Cincinnati Healing Arts
Cincinnati Healing Arts, 

located in Avondale, is a chi-
ropractic and nutrition / 
wellness practice founded in 
2010 and run by Dr. Jamila K. 
Maddox. It offers chiroprac-
tic healthcare and personal 
injury care with an empha-
sis on functional nutrition to 
help individuals or families 
with their wellness. The office 
states that it welcomes pa-

tients of  any background.

Sage Yoga
Sage Yoga offers hot yoga 

classes and pilates classes. 
They are an eco-friendly stu-
dio with three locations in 
Cincinnati and Newport. A 
wide range of  classes are of-
fered daily, and they are cre-
ated for yoga practitioners of  
all levels.

The Native One
The Native One is a bou-

tique located in downtown 
Cincinnati, opened in 2018 by 
Anna Steffen. They specialize 
in rompers and oversized ap-
parel, along with home décor 
items such as candles, plants 
and more. Their apparel is 
made in a wide range of  sizes 
to fit many body types. Items 
in store are limited in num-
ber, so you won’t see someone 
walking around in the same 
outfit as you.

Sweet Mae’s Cookie Co.
Sweet Mae’s Cookie Co. was 

founded in 2020 and is a Cin-
cinnati-based company that 
can be found in stores across 
the Midwest. Sweet Mae’s is 
a family-owned business that 
traces back five generations 
and is now owned and oper-
ated by Tiffany Biddle. They 
make beloved stuffed cookies 
ranging from sea salt choco-
late to lemon white chip. The 

shop is in Findlay Market, but 
they ship nationwide.

MEAS Active
MEAS Active is an active-

wear brand that was founded 
in 2019 by Erin Roddy. The 
brand states that its mission 
is to encourage, empower and 
celebrate women in all paths 
of  their health and wellness 
journeys. The clothing is de-
signed by women athletes for 
women and works to make 
sure the products are ethically 
sourced. A portion of  all sales 
benefit nonprofits, including 
Go Red for Women, Girls on 
the Run and Esther Marie 
Hatton Center for Women. 
While MEAS is an online 
brand, Roddy is based out of  
Cincinnati and attends various 
running events, including the 

Flying Pig Expo, to sell some 
of  her products.

Baqette
Baqette started in ear-

ly 2012 by Quinn Mcil-
hargey-Nicholson, who seeks 
to make meaningful leather 
pieces that last for life. She 
makes bags and wallets of  
many styles, shapes and siz-
es, using upcycled and scrap 
leather so as to not waste 
product. All products are 
made in their Cincinnati stu-
dio and can be found in vari-
ous small businesses around 
Cincinnati, including Spruce 
Nail Shop.

This month, consider sup-
porting a local woman-owned 
business here in Cincinnati or 
in your hometown.

Cocaine Bear is a Cracking Good, Goofy Time
BY CHRIS ANDERSON

Combine one of  the larg-
est mammalian predators in 
North America and hundreds 
of  pounds of  cocaine and out 
comes one of  the deadliest 
living things to ever exist.

Cocaine Bear emerges from 
the true story of  a failed drug 
drop of  Andrew Thornton in 
September of  1985 and the 
later discovery of  the body of  
a black bear that died of  a co-
caine overdose in the Chatta-
hoochee National Forest.

The film takes creative lib-

erty with the story and twists 
it into a pseudo-slasher film 
with plenty of  gore to match. 
The narrative uses multi-
ple perspectives, the first of  
which follows Sari, Dee Dee’s 
mother, and Henry, a friend of  
Dee Dee’s, while they search 
for Dee Dee, who has gone 
missing after encountering  
“Cocaine Bear.”

 The other major perspec-
tive follows Daveed, a drug 
dealer who works under infa-
mous kingpin Syd White, and 
Syd’s son Eddie while they try 
to track down the missing co-
caine from Thornton’s failed 

drug drop. There are a few 
other perspectives through-
out the film, but they are gen-
erally utilized to keep track of  
the bear’s actions.

During each group’s hunts, 
they experience character 
growth from the trials caused 
by Cocaine Bear hunting them, 
and while I certainly would 
not call this a “feel-good film,” 
seeing their growth lightened 
the mood of  the film.

That is not to say that the 
film is overall grim or dark, ei-
ther. It certainly does not try 
to take itself  seriously at all, 
with plenty of  jokes and oth-
erwise utterly ridiculous oc-
currences, this movie is nigh 
impossible to take seriously.  

From the cold-open until 
the last moments of  the cred-
its, Cocaine Bear is a roller-
coaster that never stops. The 
violence is plentiful, and the 
comedy even more so.

The victims of  Cocaine 
Bear start with a newly-en-
gaged couple that is out hiking, 
and the list grows throughout 
the entire film. The deaths 
are almost all unique in the 
levels of  violence and hor-
ror they inflict not only upon 
the victims and witnesses, 
but also the audience. This is 
consistently counteracted by 
the transition to a new scene 
where the events to follow 
and things said will bring an 
effective relief  to what would 
certainly be an otherwise ex-

Shopping Women-Owned in Cincy

tremely dark film.
Therefore, when recom-

mending this film, the only 
warning that I must give is 
that it is certainly worthy of  
its R rating. With more than 
enough gore and language to 
match it, this film is definitely 
not one for the whole family, 
a lesson which was quickly 
learned by the father who 
brought his two young chil-
dren — one of  whom couldn’t 
even read — to the theater I 
was in.

As far as critiques go, I have 
none. While this movie is not 
one that I would call “good” in 

the same way that movies such 
as Home Alone, Rocky or Titan-
ic that are generally consid-
ered classics and good mov-
ies, I definitely don’t consider 
it bad. Personally, it fits into 
a little category of  movies 
that are just so ridiculous and 
strange that I can’t help but 
love them. It is akin to films 
like Velocipastor, Sharknado and 
Willy’s Wonderland, from the 
less-than-grand special effects 
to the seemingly out of  place 
recognizable actors, this mov-
ie perfectly encapsulates the 
genre of  “movies I can’t help 
but love.”

Newswire photo courtesy of Chris Anderson

Photo courtesy of Spruce Nail Shop

Cocaine Bear
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Must-Buys At Buc-ee's 
Convenience Stores

The Backrooms Space 
Phenomenon

Aries: My preferred brand of  gum-
mies is Motts. What’s yours?

Taurus: Try the pink Coke. It’s 
good! 

Gemini: Maxi skirts are in. Live your 
Mamma Mia! dreams.

Leo:  Please stop sniping your 
friends making out with people at 

the function. It is not funny.

Virgo:  Fly to Tokyo on Spring Break. 
Just for fun.

Libra: Make like Mars and retrograde 
back to those Canvas assignments.

Scorpio: Flirt with that Trader 
Joe’s cashier. What do you have to 

lose?

Sagittarius: You have to eat some-
thing other than the Caf's quesadillas.

Capricorn: Invest in an air fryer. It 
makes all the difference when you can 
have a mozzarella stick any time you 

want.

Aquarius: Hey people. Listen to “Lost 
In Japan” by Shawn Mendes.

Pisces: What are the odds you spend 
the night in Hailstones Hall?

. 

Cancer: Please do your dishes. 
They’re growing mold.

Some of the most 

eerie spaces on 

campus: the Li-

brary's basement 

PHOTOS BY GRIF-

FIN BRAMMER

COMIC BY BRIANA DUNN

BY CHARLIE GSTALDER, OPINIONS & EDITORIALS EDITOR

 Recently, the long-percolating internet fascination with liminal spac-

es — areas that capture a sense of transition, an unsettling in-between — 

has spilled over into the public consciousness. 

So, I’ve escaped from the haze of a backroom to compile a list of the liminal 

spaces on Xavier’s campus.

The Staircase In the Back of the Library

I don’t know if it’s the jarring juxtaposition of bays of glass and impenetra-

ble cinder block walls, the ability to see in between the handrails or the fact 

just disconcerting enough to make the list.

Hallways are of course one of the classic examples of a liminal space, so it’s 

-

es, the University Station hallways are best. There’s just something about 

the constant, unblemished symmetry that renders it a backroom. Floodwa-

ters seem to provide the best opportunity to escape from the monotony.

In my view, the pinnacle of all liminal spaces: the road and parking lot be-

tween the Family Dollar, University Station and Cohen Center. This has ev-

ery facet of a liminal space. Save for basketball games, the lot itself is almost 

always empty, as are the storefronts, each in a different stage of disrepair 

— doomed to be swallowed by the expanding campus. There are multiple 

areas of transition, roads intertwining with each other like the gnarled roots 

The Family Dollar lot is the pinnacle of lateral memories and dèja vú. 
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Please join us, in partnership with 
JesuitResource.org, to watch the premiere of  
“Honoring 10 Years of Pope Francis’ Papacy.”  
This 20-minute video highlights the values Pope 
Francis has exemplified in his leadership and that have 
touched the hearts of people around the world, as shared by 
dozens of individuals within the Xavier community.  

GLOBAL CELEBRATION

9 AM EST    •     11 AM UTC-3    •    3 PM UTC+1
Cincinnati & New York São Paulo Paris, Madrid & Rome

3 PM EST    •     2 PM CST    •    12 PM PST
Cincinnati & New York Chicago San Francisco

After its debut, the video can be viewed any time at the link.

MARCH 1, 2023
9 AM + 3 PM EST

XAVIER UNIVERSITY
CENTER FOR MISSION
AND IDENTITY

XAVIER.EDU/POPE

This is a virtual event. No reservation required.


