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Newswire Wins 10 ONMA Awards

Newswire celebrates winning its second ONMA title, thank you for reading

By CHLOE SALVESON

Print Managing
Editor
Newswire was awarded

the Frank E. Deaner Excel-
lence in Collegiate Journalism
Award for the second year in a
row on March 31.

The Ohio News Media
Association (OMNA) have
awarded collegiate newspa-
pers for journalistic prowess
annually for the past 14 years
based on student enrollment.
Newswire has won the small
group division, denoted by en-
rollment of less than 10,000
students, for the second time.

Longtime Newswire Advi-
sor John Stowell expressed: “I
am so proud of these student
Journalists who received, for
the second straight year, the
recognition they have earned.
To win the first time was an
honor but to be named as the
best by a team of professional
journalists demonstrates we
are producing a consistently
superior product for our read-
ers.”

Each collegiate division is
subdivided into 10 categories.
Newswire, in addition to the
excellence title, has received
nine awards in seven catego-
ries. These awards recognize
outstanding collegiate jour-
nalism during the 2021-2022
academic year.

Editor-in-Chief Mo
Juenger, who was Print Man-
aging Editor at the time, stat-
ed, “The opportunity for our
staftf to participate in this
every year is always so grati-
tying, but especially so when
they are honored for their
hard work and dedication to
Journalism. ”

Stowell commented:
“What's especially gratitying
is that our student journal-
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1sts write for the love of it.
We don’t have a journalism
school here at Xavier, but the
product our reporters and ed-
itors turn out each week is the
best, regardless of the degree
they’ll earn.”

“The writers, editors, man-
agers and every member of
Newswire staff have made us
all proud. I'm honored to have
been able to work with these
students every week, and I
know the skills they devel-
oped here will benefit them
wherever their paths might
lead. I hope these awards re-
affirm that their efforts are
meaningful, and that they are
representing students in a sig-
nificant way,” Juenger added.

This is the sixth year News-
wire has submitted to the
OMNA award contest. This is
the first year Newswire's mul-
timedia division, composed of
radio shows, student podcasts
and comedic YouTube videos,
has placed.

“It was so cool to see that
Kayla, Spencer and Lilly were
recognized for their work on
GB3. The girlbosses had a
unique idea that was a lot of
fun to listen to — and even
more fun to help produce.
They really showed what
Newswires Multimedia De-
partment is capable of,” For-
mer Multimedia Managing
Editor Hunter Ellis said.

“When [ became Mul-
timedia Managing Editor,
it was my goal to set up the
infrastructure to show that
our students could tell sto-
ries about what makes Xavier
great, not through just words
on in a paper, but other medi-
ums like photos and podcasts
as well. Desmond, Caroline
and the Girlboss Cubed crew
showed the ONMA judges ex-
actly that,” Ellis continued.

shooting.
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World News Editor
Ethan Nichols reports
on the recent Louisville

News Coverage
First Place

Awarded to:  Newswire
staft, with special thanks to
former Editor-in-Chief Alex
Budzysnki

Judges commented: “Great
papers from cover to cover.
Nice news stories from all
parts of university life. Good
writing.”

Opinion Writing
Second Place

Awarded to: Staff Writer
Ivy Lewis

Winning opinions: Assort-
ed political columns

Judges commented: “Draws
attention to some tough top-
ics with data and figures to
back up her arguments.”

Photojournalism
Second Place

Awarded to: Staff Writer
Caroline Steiger

Judges commented: ‘A
close-up can sometimes be
hard to capture, hard to frame,
a challenge to focus. This ac-
complishes both.”

Opinions, Page 5

Faculty, staff, students
and alumni sign opin-
ion that silence sends a
message.

In-Depth Reporting
Second Place

Awarded to: Former Sports
Editor Joe Clark.

Winning story: “Students
protest recent vandalism:
Walkout for increased admin-
istrative and XUPD action at-
tains large turnout”

Judges commented: “Good
coverage.”

Opinion Writing
Third Place

Awarded to: Former Back
Page Editor Aidan Callahan

Winning opinions: Col-
umns on popular culture

Judges commented: “It’s
theater season’ was a really
fun read. Nice collection of
pop culture columns.”

Best Multi-Media
Package
First Place

Awarded to: Back Page
Editor Kayla Ross, Multime-
dia Managing Editor Spencer
de Tenley and Photo Editor
Lilly Cotton for “Girlboss
Cubed”

Winning episode: “Iirsts”
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Arts & Entertainment
Third Place

Awarded to: Print Manag-
ing Editor Chloe Salveson

Winning review: “Voulez-
Vous-hoo’ for Mamma Mia”

Judges commented: “Great
stories with smooth flow and
good photos. Love the intros
that were cliche but fresh es-
pecially on Mamma Mia.”

Photojournalism
First Place

Awarded to: Photography
Editor Desmond Fischer

Judges commented: “Excel-
lent, well-framed shot. Read-
ers can feel the joy the player
is showing.”

Best Website
Second Place

Awarded to: Online Editor
Alyssa Sepulveda, with special
thanks to Back Page Editor
Kayla Ross

Judges commented: “Web-
site is visually appealing. Ar-
chive feature is very well done
and the photo gallery is stun-
ning.”

Back Page, Page 8

Education and Enrich-
ment Coordinator Jack-
son Hare professes
VSCO boys are in.
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XU MarComm Makes Switch in Colors

Xavier's Office of Marketing and Communication announces new design switch

By KATIE SANCHEZ
Arts & Entertainment

Editor

Starting this fall, Muske-
teers may notice new designs
and hints of color in Xavier’s
branding and marketing ma-
terials. These updates align
with  Xavier's recently-an-
nounced strategic plan and
include incorporating the
symbol “+X” and new accent
colors into existing branding,.

The new strategic plan,
announced last month, is ti-
tled “Xavier 200: The Great-
er. The Better. The More.”
and outlines a set of goals for
the university to complete by
Xavier’s 200th anniversary in
2031. The plan emphasizes
four Jesuit values: cura stud-
lorum, cura personalis, cura
propia and cura apostolica.

“Our question is: What
more can we offer here at
Xavier to continue to take
Xavier to the next level?”
Xavier Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Marketing and Com-
munications Doug Ruschman
sald. Ruschman, in collab-
oration with the Office of
the President, has overseen
the branding and marketing
changes that are part of the
“Xavier 200” plan.

In line with the strategic
plan, the “+X” symbol, mean-
ing “more Xavier” will be in-
corporated into Xavier’s mar-

keting materials.

Ruschman said the idea for
this symbol came from the fo-
cus groups that were consult-
ed during the creation of the
strategic plan.

“What we took away from
(focus group sessions) is that
students were getting more
out of their Xavier experi-
ence than they thought they
possibly would... so for us the
challenge and the opportu-
nity is to tell the fuller story
of each one of our students,”
Ruschman said.

The “+X” symbol will not
replace the current “X” that
is Xavier’s current university
and athletic logo. That X will
remain Xavier’s primary logo,
while the “+X” will be seen
primarily in marketing cam-
paigns.

Along with the new sym-
bol, the addition of a lighter
royal blue and a bright gold to
Xavier’s color palette will be-
gin to be seen around campus
in the coming months.

The royal blue is already
used in some Xavier merchan-
dising and branding — the
color has been dubbed “Run-
ning Man Blue” due to its
common use in conjunction
with the classic logo of the
Musketeer running with a
basketball. Running Man Blue
has roots in Xavier branding
campaigns of decades past
and was also seen on retro
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A look at the
the strategic plan dons the
Xavier men’s basketball jer-
seys worn this season against
the Connecticut Huskies on
Jan. 25.

Running Man Blue will not
replace the existing Xavier
navy as the primary branding
color, but will instead receive
new emphasis as an accent
color complementing that
navy. A bright gold, another
retro Xavier color, will also
be seen accenting these other
colors. Ruschman commented
on the confusion that arose

xavier.edu/200 website

that was

lighter shade of blue

among students and commu-
nity members wondering if
these colors would replace or
merely complement existing
colors.

The confusion arose from
promotional materials and
the website for the Xavier 200
plan, which prominently fea-
ture Running Man Blue and
gold.

“We probably went a lit-
tle extra and over the top on
those things just to make sure
that they stuck out a little bit

new,
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alongside the release of
dubbed "Running Man Blue."
more and people knew it was
something new and fresh and
different,” Ruschman said,
confirming that Xavier’s navy
and silver will not be disap-
pearing. “At our core, Xavier’s
brand is going to remain the
same.”

The Office of Marketing
and Communications antici-
pates these visual aspects of
the strategic plan, including
new merchandise that utilizes
the updated color palette, to
be seen by the fall semester.

Xavier LGBTQ+ Students Embark on Camp Queer

BY JACKSON HARE

Education & Enrich-
ment Coordinator

From Feb. 23-26, a group
of 12 LGBTQ+ students at-
tended Xavier LGBTQ+ Al-
liance’s annual event, Camp
Queer.

Camp Queer is a weekend
getaway exclusively for stu-
dents who identify as part of
the LGBTQ+ community to
connect with similar students
and learn more about them-
selves and their subsequent
communities.

“Being a queer student
at a Jesuit-Catholic campus
can be very challenging at
times,” Megan Shuey, Xavier
LGBTOQ+ Alliance secretary
and sophomore sports man-
agement major said. “It’s im-

portant to have Camp Queer
because it's a chance for us
to not only be an exclusive
group of LGBTQ+ students,
but also getting off campus —
being in a different space and
really getting to fully indulge
and exist as our authentic
selves, learn about each other
and have fun,” she added.
During this four-day ex-
perience, students engaged
in various activities focusing
around a central theme of
“embracing our true colors.”
To interact with the theme,
each LGBTQ+ Alliance board
member individually planned
an activity for the group, in-
cluding presentations about
self care, a plate breaking
activity, several multicolored
crafts, learning about the sym-
bolism behind various identity

embracing our true colors
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flags, talking with ProudXU
members and learning about
queer coding and queer bait-
ing in TV shows and movies.
First-year art major Ian
Mcllvain, who attended Camp
Queer, emphasized that these
activities were incredibly im-
portant to his experience.
“There were a lot of great
events and sessions put on by
the Alliance board members
that were very informative
and healing. They offered
strategies for self care and
recognizing your self worth
which is very important, es-
pecially when you’re in a mi-
nority group that’s constant-
ly oppressed,” Mcllvain said.
Aside from providing a
space for LGBTQ+ students
to learn and engage with
themes related to their iden-
tities, the LGBTQ+ Alliance
aimed to make Camp Queer
an opportunity for LGBTQ+
students to make connections
with the other attendees in a
welcoming, accepting space
that welcomes authenticity.
“One of the big things
about Camp Queer is not
only creating a community
and making people feel safe,
but also helping people find
friends, connect with other
people and establish relation-
ships that will last beyond the
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APPLICATION OPENS ON JAN 25
AT 7:30PM
Link will be sent through email,

Available in our Insta Bio, QR code
will be in the CDI
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Students who identify as a member of the LGBTQ+ community

on campus were invited to

experience,” Shuey said.

For Mcllvain, this goal was
met with flying colors.

“Going into it, I didn't
know everyone very well, so
just having that extended pe-
riod allowed us to connect and
have the time to get to know
each other. Now, we have a
group chat we still use. We're
still connected, so it really sets
up that friendship. We know
that it we need something
that we have this group — we
have these people,” Mcllvain
said.

Months later, this small
group of students is still con-

in Feb.

nected, often tossing around
inside jokes that were created
over the shared laughs and
shared experiences they had
at Camp Queer.

“We wanted people to have
a chance to relax and be im-
mersed in this environment
where they are safe to be
their authentic selves, to learn
about identities different from
theirs — maybe more about
their identities — to have fun
and to reinforce that their
identity is valid. And, they are
accepted and loved and have a
space here on campus and in

the world,” Shuey said.

attend Camp Queer
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Finland Joins NATO in European Power Shake-Up

BY JUSTIN MALONE
Staff Writer

Finland officially became
the 81st member state of the
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) on April
4, signaling a major shift in
the European security land-
scape triggered by the war in
UKkraine.

The Nordic nation’s acces-
sion into NATO, the world’s
largest peacetime security al-
liance, was formally declared
during a ceremony at the
organization’s headquarters
in Brussels on the 74th anni-
versary of the signing of the
Washington Treaty, which es-
tablished the defense alliance.

At the event, Finnish Pres-
ident Sauli Niinisto presented
the nation’s instrument of ac-
cession to US. Secretary of
State Antony J. Blinken, com-
pleting the accession process
and following NATO proto-
col. These documents were
handed over to Blinken be-
cause the U.S. Department of
State acts as the sole deposito-
ry of NATO.

Finland’s national flag —

Louisville Shooting Leaves Five Dead

BY ETHAN NICHOLS
World News Editor

At least five people are
dead and eight injured fol-
lowing a mass shooting at
Old National Bank in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. The shooting
marks the 146th mass shoot-
ing of 2023.

Police received calls around
8:30 a.m. on Monday and ar-
rived on the scene three min-
utes after being dispatched.

“We believe this is a lone
gunman involved in this that
did have a connection to the

which features a blue Nordic
cross on a white field — was
raised among those of the
30 other nations in the alli-
ance as the Finnish national
anthem and the NATO hymn
played. The ceremony was in-
tended to symbolically display
the significance of changing
global dynamics as the West
buttresses important alliances
amongst Russian aggression.

“Finland has today become
a member of the defense alli-
ance NATO. The era of mil-
itary non-alignment in our
history has come to an end.
A new era begins,” Niinisto
stated.

“Each country maximiz-
es its own security. So does
Finland. At the same time,
NATO membership strength-
ens our international position
and room for maneuver. As a
partner, we have long actively
participated in NATO activ-
ities. In the future, Finland
will make a contribution to
NATO'’s collective deterrence
and defense,” he said.

Niinisto added that Finland
would be “a reliable ally that
strengthens regional stabili-

ceived his Bachelor of Science
in business administration
from Xavier in 2005.

The other victims are Tom-
my Elliott, Jim Tutt, Juliana
Farmer and Deana Eckert.

Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear traveled to the scene
of the shooting hours follow-
ing the incident.

“This is awful. I have a very
close friend that didn’t make
it today. And I have another
close friend who didn’t, either,
and one who is at the hospital
that I hope is going to make
it through. So when we talk

ty.”

“Joining NATO is good for
Finland, it is good for Nor-
dic security and it is good for
NATO as a whole,” NATO
Secretary General Jens Stol-
tenberg said.

“Finland brings substan-
tial and highly capable forces,
expertise in national resil-
ience and years of experience
working side by side with
NATO allies. I am deeply
proud to welcome Finland as
a full-fledged member of our
alliance, and I look forward
to also welcoming Sweden as
soon as possible,” Stoltenberg
noted.

The move also marks a
political and strategic set-
back for Russia, as President
Vladimir Putin has long com-
plained about NATO’s grow-
ing expansion toward Russia
and has wanted to undermine
the alliance. With Finland’s
membership, NATO doubled
its shared borders with Rus-
sia.

Russia’s Ioreign Ministry
said in a statement that the
government “will be forced
to take military-technical and

sponders for your bravery at
the scene. We send our prayers
to the victims, their families
and the city of Louisville as
we await more information,”
McConnell said.

Rep. Keturah Herron, a
Democrat who represents
part of Louisville, expressed
anger and called for stricter
gun control.

“As we hold our communi-
ty tighter, there must also be
outrage and anger. We live in
a war zone, and we shouldn’t
have to,” Herron tweeted.

Dr. Jason Smith, the chief
medical officer at Universi-

other retaliatory measures to
counter the threats to our na-
tional security arising from
Finland’s accession to NATO.”

It also stated that FFinland’s
move marks “a fundamen-
tal change in the situation in
Northern Europe, which had
previously been one of the
most stable regions in the
world.”

Russian Press Secretary
Dmitry Peskov expressed that
Finland’s accession into the
alliance echoes NATO’s an-
ti-Russian progressions.

“This forces us to take
countermeasures in tactical
and strategic terms,” Peskov
said.

Finland, which adopted
neutrality after its defeat by
the Soviet Union in World
War I1, was prompted to aban-
don its neutral status after fear
of Russian aggression spread
due to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. The country applied
for NATO membership last
May alongside Sweden.

Finland had long conducted
military exercises with NATO
in a partner status before the

nation formally applied for
membership. Now, Finland’s
membership adds one of
Western Europe’s most pow-
erful militaries and artillery
forces to NATO.

Finland’s entry into the
alliance was unblocked when
Turkey, the last of the hold-
out countries in NATO, rat-
ified their accession applica-
tion in a parliamentary vote
on March 30. Finland wanted
to join the alliance “hand in
hand” with Sweden, but this
process was upended because
Turkey and Hungary objected
to Sweden’s application. Ni-
inisté gave I'inland’s ratifica-
tion of Sweden’s application
to Blinken as it joined the al-
liance.

Stoltenberg said Putin had
not been able to “slam NA-
TO’s door shut.”

“Today, we show the world
that he failed, that aggression
and intimidation do not work.
Instead of less NATO, he has
achieved the opposite — more
NATO — and our door re-
mains firmly open,” Stolten-
berg added.

Science Simplified

By Reagan Oliver
yStcy”f' Writer

When you've taken too many shots, con-
sider this one to sober you up.

Currently, the only known way to lessen
intoxication is to wait it out; however, a
new study shows that injecting mice with a
naturally-occurring hormone helped sober

them up more quickly.

Mihwa Choi and her team of researchers
recently completed a study on the effects
of a hormone shot on drunk mice. Mice
in this study were given enough alcohol
to sufficiently raise their blood alcohol
content level. Once the mice were drunk,

about praying, I hope people
will,” Beshear said at a press
conference on Monday at the
scene of the shooting.

Senate  Minority  Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) ex-
pressed his condolences to the
victims and their families.

“Elaine and I are devastat-
ed by the news coming out of
Louisville this morning. Thank
you to LMPD and our first re-

researchers injected them with FGF21, a
hormone that is naturally made by the liver.

The mice injected with this hormone so-
bered up twice as fast as those that did not
receive the hormone shot. FGF21 has this
effect because it activates the noradrener-
gic nervous system.

Scientists hope this shot will help treat
alcohol poisoning in humans once it ad-
vances to human trials and that it will help
wake people up from alcohol in the same
way. Narcan is a similar tool that is cur-
rently used to help people wake up from
opioid overdoses.

This isn’t the first time that a drug has
helped mice sober up quickly, but it is the
first to show promising potential in its
application to humans. This hormone also
shows more solutions forw a person who
has too much to drink.

Researchers are also looking into how
FGF21 could address liver disease and al-
cohol addiction. While we wait for human
trials to begin, Lorenzo Leggio, a physi-
cian-scientist with the National Institutes
of Health, said that this study adds “an
important piece to the puzzle” of under-
standing the full potential of FGF21.

bank,” Deputy Chief of the
Louisville Police Department
Paul Humphrey said.

Louisville police also re-
ported that two police officers
were injured and transported
to a nearby hospital.

Among the victims is Xavi-
er alumnus Joshua Barrick, a
senior vice president at Old
National Bank. Barrick re-

ty of Louisville Health, dis-
cussed the care the nine vic-
tims received at the hospital
tollowing the shooting.

“To be honest with you, we
barely had to adjust our op-
erating room schedule to be
able to do this. That’s how fre-
quently we are having to deal
with gun violence in our com-
munity,” Smith said.

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org
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The phrase “a small change
makes a big difference” usual-
ly has a positive connotation
— but not in this case.

Within the last month, the
Xavier student body was in-
tormed by the Dorothy Day
Center of Faith and Justice
(CFJ) that it would be moving
divisions. While the CFJ was
originally housed under Stu-
dent Affairs, it is now moving
to the Center for Mission and
Identity.

This might not seem like
a big deal on the surface; af-
ter all, the CFJ plays an im-
portant role in furthering the
mission and values of the Je-
suit tradition. It almost makes
sense for them to move divi-
sions, right?

Here’s the thing: The CFJ’s
approach to enhancing the Je-
suit mission is rooted in what
[ argue is the greatest asset
on campus. the students.

By requiring the CFJ to
be housed under Mission and
Identity, its intended — or
official — purpose is not nec-
essarily to serve students but
to outwardly demonstrate the
university’s mission and iden-
tity.

This mission and identity
is shifting from enhancing the
Jesuit mission to promoting a
Catholic-first identity. In oth-
er words, the administration
is attempting to juxtapose Je-

Our planet is dying. Mil-
lions of Americans go with-
out access to good healthcare
each year. The U.S. incarcer-
ates more people per capita
than almost any other devel-
oped nation. A housing cri-
sis. Black and Brown Ameri-
cans are murdered by police.
American imperialism contin-
ues to infect the global South.

There is a common thread
that connects this all together,
though: American capitalism.

We live in a profit-driv-
en world. One in which the
needs of corporations and the
top 1% — the ruling class —
are prioritized over all else.
Workers in this country deal
with abuse, poor working con-
ditions, a sub-par minimum
wage and extreme wage theft.

The ruling class in this
country will continue unfet-

Opinions & Editorials

CFJ Move Lacks Faith

suits and Catholics as if they
are separate.

Except they are not really
separate. The Jesuit order is
indeed Catholic. Sure, the Je-
suits may not act or hold the
exact same beliefs as typical
“Catholics,” but I like to think
of it similar to any given fam-
ily.

Each person in your fami-
ly has their differences. You
might have a lot of similari-
ties, but the differences you
have from your family mem-
bers — however big or small
— are what make your behav-
ior and decisions your own.
That doesn’t make you any
less part of the family, just
like being Jesuit doesn’t make
us any less Catholic.

By moving the CIJ to Mis-
sion and Identity — in which
its mission and identity is
significantly changing — the
administration is trying to
change the essence of the CFJ.

To continue with my anal-
ogy, parents should never
change the essence of their
own child. They can help to
foster growth in their child,
but the desire to change their
core Involves self-interest,
control and power.

Currently the CIJ's web-
site states the following: “We
are an office that has grown
out of what used to be three
separate centers — Campus

The System Demands Change

tered unless we, the working
class majority, stand up and
say that enough is enough.
‘We are the majority. Seven-
ty percent of Americans sup-
port Medicare for All, 63% of
Americans support free col-
lege and 80% of Americans
support the Green New Deal.
Last year saw a surge in
unionization campaigns. As
major corporations cracked
down on unionization at-
tempts, going so far as fir-
ing union leaders, more than
200 Starbucks stores voted
to unionize. Amazon workers
voted to unionize in New York
and the National Labor Rela-
tions Board (NLRB) reported
a 58% increase in union peti-
tions from the year prior.
Capitalism is the root of all
evil. It sits at the intersection
of every major issue facing

Ministry, Peace & Justice and
Interfaith Community En-
gagement. By building com-
munity together, we create
dynamic spaces for you to
grow into who you are called
to be.”

The CIJ has always been
special compared to other Je-
suit universities because it
isn’t a campus ministry, but
rather provides a space for
students to engage with oth-
ers, regardless of faith or
religious background. The
CIJ creates a welcoming en-
vironment where students are
encouraged to discover, learn
and grow — all of which fol-
low the Jesuits” mission. It pri-
oritizes students by offering
experiences and resources to
help us better understand our
world and the role we play.

Most of all, the CFJ is a
group of people who simply
want students to discover who
they are and to celebrate that
ever-evolving process.

Making the CIJ function
more like a typical campus
ministry creates a loss of di-
verse backgrounds — wheth-
er it be race, gender, culture
and, most of all, faith (and
perhaps lack thereof). This
powerful decision from the
administration targets a spe-
cific demographic that, frank-
ly, has generally always had a
space on campus. This change

our society.

Gun violence? Capitalism
is to blame. The National Ri-
fle Association (NRA) and
the gun industry continue to
buy oft’ politicians to prevent
common-sense gun reform
solutions from getting passed.
‘Why? Profit.

Climate change? Again,
capitalism. Just 100 corpora-
tions are responsible for 71%
of all global greenhouse gas
emissions.

Take any issue. At the root
of it will be one thing — prof-
it.

While socialist and an-
ti-capitalist movements have
existed in the U.S. for centu-
ries, it was the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign of Sen. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) that helped to
drive interest in socialism.

Sanders was a wake-up call

makes it more difficult for
all students to feel they have
a role in the Jesuit Catholic
mission; it will unintentional-
ly deter non-Catholic students
from participating in CFJ ac-
tivities.

Now, I acknowledge my
extremely limited knowledge
and understanding of all that
the administration does. As a
student, I only have a grasp
of what administration sup-
posedly entails. And I recog-
nize the administration has
dealt with very difficult situ-
ations and decisions.

I also know that the admin-
istration is not stupid. The
people behind these decisions,
including this division change,
know exactly what they’re do-
ing. Just because you can does
not mean you should.

What I ask is that stu-
dents stay aware. Use your
Jesuit education to question,
challenge and speak up when
things just don’t seem right.
Acknowledge your mistakes
and what you don’t know, but
never ignore your intuition.

In recognizing that this de-
cision won’t be changed, know
this: The CI'J will always be a
place for students. It may not
be their “official” purpose, but
it is at their core. And after
four years of fond memories
and experiences with the CFJ,
I know that core will never be

for many of us. I first became
politically engaged because of
Sanders. He made it all make
sense. He made politics acces-
sible.

His campaign slogan, “Not
Me, Us” truly did sum up ex-
actly what it is going to take
to fight capitalism and build
the future we deserve — a
mass movement.

And luckily, all hope is
not lost. Following his inspi-
rational campaigns in 2016
and 2020, the largest socialist
organization in the country,
the Democratic Socialists of
America, had a massive mem-
bership spike, currently hov-
ering at around 92,000 mem-
bers nationwide with chapters
in all 50 states.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. is well known for
his civil rights activism, but

Xaviernewswire.com

sacrificed.

The name might eventu-
ally be (forcibly) changed to
“Campus Ministry,” but the
CFJ is named after Dorothy
Day, who took a stand against
unfair systems to benefit hu-
manity. She saw injustices and
worked to improve them be-
cause she saw more value in
people than money.

In a world where money
seems to be the root of all evil,
I recognize the game higher
education institutions have to
play — profits over people is
sadly the name of the game.
But you're never going to win
it your players, your people,
don’t follow your lead.

People over profits. That's
something all of us can reflect
on in our lives. And luckily for
us, reflection is a value Xavier
celebrates.

So long as we're Jesuit.

Noelle Ullery is a
staff writer for News-
wire. She 1s a senior

economics and En-
glish major from St.
Louis.

what is less known is that he
was a staunch anti-capitalist
and a socialist.

“The evils of capitalism
are as real as the evils of mil-
itarism and evils of racism,”
King said.

Capitalism is harsh, inhu-
mane, undemocratic and deep-
ly exploitative.

Until we as a society prior-
itize people over profits, sys-
temic injustices will continue.

Ethan Nichols is the
World News Editor
for Newswire. He is a
sophomore Philosphy,
Politics and the Pub-
lic and English double
major from Cincinnati.
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Silence Sends A Message

The original version of
this opinion contains hy-
perlinks citing sources
where this version’s text
is blue. Please visit us at
xaviernewswire.com to
view these links.

Silence is a powerful com-
munication strategy.

In interpersonal conver-
sations, it can communicate
sympathetic support or en-
courage guilt and shame.

In classrooms, awkward si-
lences can produce profound
insights or can signal misun-
derstanding.

In civic engagement, si-
lence lets others control the
narrative while tacitly sup-
porting what they are saying.
Silence is acquiescence.

Opinion columnists and
contributors in the Cincinna-
ti Enquirer have repeatedly
and directly attacked Xavier
undergraduates’ civic engage-
ment while praising the pres-
ident and senior leadership’s
resolve.

President Colleen Hany-
cz and the Senior Leadership
Council have remained silent.
They have not refuted the
columnists’ claims, letting
the broader Cincinnati com-
munity believe that Xavier
students are extremists, sub-
orning authoritarianism and
irrational, failed citizens.

However, we know better.

As faculty, we talk with,
listen to and mentor students
every day during their four
years at Xavier and after they
graduate.

We attend student events
on campus, eat with them
in the cafeteria, attend their
sporting events and hear dis-

cussions between students
who agree and disagree with
one another.

Overwhelmingly,  Xavier
students’ viewpoints are well-
formed, evidence-driven and
considered.

They do not accept an
idea without questioning, re-
searching or challenging it.

They debate each other
and faculty. Given the chance,
they would also debate the
new “Justice in Residence” Joe

Deters.
Xavier students are not
rash, reflexive ideologues.

They are deliberative, dis-
cerning thinkers.

Our experience with Xavi-
er students stands in stark
contrast to the little evidence
that columnists have gathered.

Rather than actually en-
gaging with and challenging
the students’ evidenced argu-
ments regarding Deters” doc-
umented history of racist dog
whistles, controversial policy
positions and victim blam-
ing, these columnists rely on
generic, lazy “culture war”
talking points.

And for what do they attack
students?

Circulating a petition. Civi-
cally engaging. Asking Xavier
community leaders to explain
themselves. Standing in sol-
idarity with people of color,
sexual assault victims and
marginalized ~ communities.
Working toward justice by
objecting to the death penal-
ty. Doing what students came
to Xavier to learn about and
what they have been repeat-
edly encouraged to do. Doing
what Xavier aspires to be.

Was the students’ ask to

rescind the appomtment too
big? Was senior leadership
upset that students questioned
their wunilateral decision to
appoint Deters? Maybe, but
Xavier students, staff’ and fac-
ulty will never know without
a public explanation.

By remaining publicly si-
lent and only discussing the
Deters appointment in pri-
vate meetings, Hanycz and
leadership have let students,
who they directly serve, and
Xavier’s brand be repeatedly
dragged around the Tri-State
all the way to the Ohio Attor-
ney General’s office.

Xavier leadership has ac-
cepted the columnists’ ap-
plause and ignored the Xavier
community.

It is, in fact, Xavier’s lead-
ership who have not engaged,
not listened to alternative
viewpoints and have relied on
groupthink.

While telling students to
listen and consider alternative
viewpoints, Xavier's leader-
ship themselves have not lis-
tened or considered.

From a strategic commu-
nication point of view, silence
not only supports a stated
viewpoint, but it also lets oth-
ers control the narrative.

Letting external third par-
ties control the narrative is
particularly problematic.

The Enquirer’s narrative
about Xavier’s villainous, out-
spoken students and heroic,
domineering leadership is not
a good brand narrative.

Of course, people read-
ing and thinking about the
columns may arrive at alter-
native interpretations to the
only publicly presented opin-

Paid Advertisement

One alternative to the vil-
lain-hero narrative is that
Xavier leadership ignores
students’ legitimate concerns,
stifles their expression and
patronizes them, which is not
a good brand narrative.

Another is that Xavier does
not keep its brand promises,
that it does not follow the code
of community it promotes or
that, as Jason Willams™ April
5 Enquirer column and April
8 lead story noted, it is kick-
ing out its “touchy-feely Jesuit
priests.”

Impressively, Williams
manages to ignore the fact
that Xavier is a Jesuit Cath-
olic institution, dismiss the
core Jesuit value and pillar of
the new strategic plan, cura
personalis and simultaneous-
ly tie Xavier to the Catholic
Church’s past sexual abuse
scandals.

Again, none of this is a
good brand narrative.

Leadership’s silence en-
dorses the columnists’ narra-
tives and allows them to take
control, warp and damage
Xavier’s brand image.

Silence also leaves Xavier
community members to write
their own narratives about
Deters” appointment.

Without leadership’s pub-
lic explanation, members of
the Xavier community are left
with no choice but to create
their own explanations, which
are also not good brand nar-
ratives.

Students, staff and faculty
have questions about the ap-
pointment process, whom we
serve and why leadership has
ignored community members’

legitimate critiques.

Since the Xavier communi-
ty cannot rely on Hanycz and
leadership to participate in
community discussions, stu-
dents, staft’ and faculty must
carry on those discussions.

Faculty, staft’ and students
must provide the brand nar-
rative that builds community,
belonging and productive civ-
ic culture.

We must continue encour-
aging and supporting each
other’s civic engagement on
and off campus.

While recognizing and pre-
serving each other’s human
dignity, we must help each
other understand multiple
viewpoints and discern our
own.

We must listen to, believe
and uplift each other, especial-
ly our community members
of color and other members
who feel marginalized by De-
ters’ appointment and other
decisions.

We must keep living the
mission by embracing justice,
solidarity, kinship and love.

If Xavier’s leadership will
not defend its students or
community, we fear they will
soon not have students or a
community left to defend.

At the time of pub-
lication, this opinion
has been endorsed by
71 people, including

33 faculty, 20 current
undergraduate  stu-
dents, 2 staff mem-
bers and 16 alumni.
A full list of signa-
tures can be found at
Xaviernewswire.com.
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Jon Rahm Wins Marathon Masters In Style

Golf's number one player dominated on Sunday, clearing the field by four strokes to win

By BEN DICKISON
Staff Writer

It was a dark and stormy
Saturday afternoon at Augus-
ta National Golf Club when
play was suspended due to
unfit wind and rain condi-
tions: LIV Tour superstar
Brooks Koepka toted a four-
shot lead back to the Butler
Cabin clubhouse with a dicey
Sunday looming. Fast for-
ward approximately 20 hours
and Barrika, Spain native Jon
Rahm was being crowned in
green linen by the champion
he succeeded, Scottie Schef-
fler.

Rahm has been known for
his nuclear disposition due to
putting misfortunes through-
out his career; this weekend
he harnessed the urge to
pulverize the green with his
club. At the end of his initial
round, Rahm found himself
atop the leaderboard, joined
by exciting prospect and elite
ball-striker Viktor Hovland,
who also accumulated a 65-
shot round.

Lurking in a tie for sixth
position on Thursday was
this year’s eventual low-ama-
teur Sam Bennett, a fifth-year
student at Texas A&M; he
reigns as the 2022 Southeast-
ern Conference (SEC) Golfer
of the Year and 2022 US Am-
ateur Champion.

Bennett’s historic finish —

rain-filled Masters
defeating the

In a
center stage:

the first top 20 tournament
win by an amateur since 2005
— places him in the company
of fellow Masters low ama-
teurs of the past: Jack Nick-
laus, Tiger Woods and Phil
Mickelson.

Mickelson  delivered a
scintillating performance in
this year’s tournament, fin-
ishing in a tie for second and
shooting eight strokes below
par on the weekend.

Fashionably late to the
leader party on day one was
Kopeka, who found a birdie
on the ultimate hole to dis-

tournament, world number
field by four strokes en

rupt Rahm and Hovland atop
the throne. Koepka is one of
18 players who has left the
PGA Tour for LIV in the year
since Scheffler hoisted the
2022 Masters Trophy.

However, the blooming
magnolias of Augusta Na-
tional seem to have unify-
ing power, as LIV and PGA
athletes endured and adapt-
ed torrential weather all the
same to ensure a tournament
ridden with interruptions
would still finish on Easter
Sunday as scheduled.

Koepka, along with all oth-

one
route to a second major

Photo courtesy of yourgolftravel.com
golfer Jon Rahm took
win.
er patrons and contestants,
was able to disperse before
being flattened by one of
three fallen Augusta pines
and found himself ascending
to a two-shot lead at the end
of the cut round, which trick-
led over into Saturday morn-
ing.
Notably, 63-year-old Fred
Couples, 1992 Masters win-
ner, became the oldest player
to ever tread above the cut
line at the Masters.

Saturday saw Rahm and
Koepka paired with Bennett
as part of a system of triune

grouping to finish as many
holes as possible before the
wrath of the ominous clouds
was felt.

The aforementioned lead
group found themselves on the
sixth hole when play was sus-
pended. Koepka relished in a
four-shot lead (-13) after Rahm
bogeyed the fourth and fifth
holes to revert to nine-under.

“The Saturday Stoppage”
was a beacon that signified the
change of Rahm’s play from
dormancy to his unstoppable
surge and Koepka’'s erosion,
possibly due to Rahm’s famil-
larity with the 54-hole struc-
ture of LIV tournaments.

Koepka added surplus tallies
to his card on holes two, four,
six and nine; Rahm birdied
three and eight to soar into a
two-shot lead as the pair made
their turn for the clubhouse.

Koepka found himself bird-
ie-barren for the remainder of
his round, finishing five strokes
closer to par than he was for
Saturday’s siesta. Rahm birdied
holes 13 and 14 in rapid suc-
cession and by the time Amen
Corner was turned, there was
no doubt that the bearded bar-
on would join the most elite
club in professional golf: the
Masters Champions.

Finally, Rahm remarked, “If
you're going to make a double
or four-putt anything, it might
as well be the first hole. 71
holes to make it up.”

Musketeer Baseball’s Win Streak Reaches Ten Games

Xavier has impressed as of late, exten

By JusTIN MALONE
Staff Writer

Xavier baseball wrapped
up their thrilling Big East
opening series against But-
ler last weekend, sweeping
the Bulldogs 8-3, 4-2 and
13-6 and extending their win
streak to 10 games.

The weekend’s action be-
gan with the Musketeers tak-
ing an early lead after getting
the first two batters of the
second inning on base, with
senior outfielder and first
baseman Tyler DeMartino
moving to third on a fielder’s
choice. A sacrifice flyby senior
outfielder Alex Helmin drove
in DeMartino for the first run
of the game.

In the sixth inning, the
Musketeers added to their
lead after freshman infield-
er Connor Misch hit an RBI
single that brought in pitcher
Connor Hendrickson, making
the score 4-0. Xavier tacked
on another run when se-
nior infielder Jared Cushing
scored on a fielder’s choice.

Butler then invigorated
their own offensive rally as
the Bulldogs crushed a pair
of home runs in the eighth
inning, reducing the Mus-
keteer lead to two. However,
Xavier quickly responded in
the bottom of the frame after
junior catcher Matthew De-

Prey hit an RBI double and
graduate outfielder Andrew
Walker pummeled a two-run
home run, setting the final
score at 8-3.

Senior starting pitcher
Ethan Bosacker struck out
nine batters and walked two
in his career-long seven and
2/3 inning appearance. Soph-
omore pitcher Justin Loer
entered in the eighth, getting
the Musketeers out of a jam
with a strikeout. Senior pitch-
er Jonathan Kelly finished out
the game with a strikeout in
the ninth.

Xavier got on the board
early in the second game after
DePrey blasted a home run to
center field in the first, and
senior infielder Matt McCor-
mick smacked a solo homer
to right in the second, deliv-
ering an early 2-0 Musketeer
lead. Butler responded with a
solo shot in the fourth to cut
the lead in half, but Cushing
crushed a two-run homer to
right in the bottom of the in-
ning to put the Musketeers in
front 4-1.

The Bulldogs scored an-
other run from a solo blast
in the fifth inning, making
the final score 4-2. Graduate
pitcher Brant Alazus limited
Butler’s offense to only those
two hits in a career-long
eighth inning appearance, a
season-low for the Musketeer

ding their win streak to ten games against Butler
O TN T
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Over the weekend, Xavier baseball faced off against Butler University, defeating them in all three games
to complete a series sweep. The Musketeers have now won 10 in a row in the midst of conference play.

pitching staft. He also struck
out nine without allowing
a walk in his efforts, pick-
ing up the victory along the
way. Graduate pitcher Clay
Schwaner picked up a strike-
out in the ninth, earning his
fifth save of the season.

To close out the week-
end, the Bulldogs initially
took control of the game on
a first-inning home run and
scored two more runs in the
third. In the bottom of the in-
ning, a Housinger RBI double
and a Butler defensive error
allowed the Musketeers to
make the score 3-2.

The Bulldogs” one-run
lead persisted until the fifth
inning, when Xavier’s offen-
sive attack opened the flood-
gates in the bottom of the
frame. A Helmin two-RBI
home run — his first of the
season — and a Cushing run
put the Muskies in front 4-3.
Xavier added four more runs
to their lead after Walker hit
an RBI single and DeMartino
pummeled a three-run homer
to make the score 8-3 at the
end of the frame.

The Bulldogs tacked on
their own run in the sixth, but
the Musketeers responded

in the seventh scoring three
runs on three hits and two
walks.

Butler then added anoth-
er two runs to their total in
the eighth, but a DePrey solo
homer and an RBI single by
sophomore outfielder Teddy
Deters put the Musketeers up
13-6 for good.

On the mound, Relly
picked up the win, working
three innings in relief, while
Junior Nick Boyle picked up a
strikeout in the seventh.

Xavier looks to stay hot
this Friday as they take on
Connecticut.
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Opinion: K-Pop Star Shines Brlghtly

By LANEY KONZ
Staff Writer

With the emergence and
proliferation of “stan” cul-
ture in Gen Z, the charts have
become emblematic of an art-
1st’s success.

The weekly Billboard
charts are a strong indica-
tion of whether a song has
achieved bop status, primari-
ly valued for its popularity in
the U.S.

Consequently, the Hot 100
holds a lot of weight among
stans, as it reflects how much
the song has been purchased,
played on the radio and
streamed overall. Thus, earn-
ing a high placement in the
Hot 100 is a grand achieve-
ment.

For artists who aren’t from
Western countries, making it
big in America is difficult, let
alone charting in the Top 10
of the Hot 100. Artists like
Bad Bunny, Rosalia, BTS and
Blackpink are a few of many
boundary-breaking artists
who are blurring the lines
between language and music.
[t becomes apparent when
seeing the impact these art-
ists have had in America and
their ability to chart on the

Billboard Hot 100 that music
transcends language.

Before BTS and Blackpink,
Korean music began perme-
ating the U.S. charts through
PSY’s hit songs, “Gangnam
Style” and “Gentleman.” Yet,
surprisingly, these legendary
tracks never reached No. 1 on
the BB Hot 100. “Gangnam
Style” peaked at No. 2 on Sept.
27, 2012. When looking at
this song’s influence, the fact
that PSY never charted high-
er than No. 2 underscores just
how difficult it is to chart in
the U.S.

On April 3, “Like Crazy” by
Jimin rang in at No. 1 on the
Hot 100 chart, becoming the
first South Korean soloist to
achieve this feat. The single
does not only change history
due to its charting, but it also
is important to note that it had
little to no radio play, despite
it having an English version.
Thus, the large roles that stan
culture and streaming play
become even more palpable.

Moreover, the sales for
Jimin’s single were the high-
est in a single week since Tay-
lor Swift’s 328,000 units for
“Anti-Hero” back in Novem-
ber 2022. Jimin is the first art-
1st to sell more than 100,000

units since Swift’s song.

The song itself is a beau-
tifully painful reflection of
the struggles of finding one’s
identity, especially in regards
to facing societal expectations
for gender identity and sex-
ual orientation. The imagery
in the music video unveils
Jimin’s own journey in navi-
gating the lines between his
feminine and masculine sides.
He faces himself in the mir-
ror, critically analyzing the

Lana Del Rey Proves Her-
self as Miss Americana

By Gus NATIONS IV
Staff Writer

Americana. What does that
word even mean anymore?

One of the more obtuse
criticisms I've heard about the
U.S. is that it lacks an overar-
ching cultural identity.

And sure, there’s a case to be
made for that belief. The U.S.
is, after all, a melting pot. For
some, the mixture of count-
less backgrounds and stories
gives the country a haphazard
sort of feeling. As a first or
second-generation American,
there’s something grounding
in looking back a couple of
hundred (or thousand) years
and considering generations
of beautiful art and tradition
in a far-off home country. Mi-
chelangelo carved “David” in
Florence, Italy more than 200
years before the Founding Fa-
thers began writing the Con-
stitution. Mozart composed
his first symphony in Austria
18 years before Thomas Jef-
ferson drafted the Declaration
of Independence.

But rather than fall into the
easy habit of celebrating the
achievements of long-passed
foreigners, American culture
has a way of weaving stories
into a rich narrative canon.
Instead of parsing through
and separating the experienc-
es of its population, the U.S.
combines them.

The result is an eclectic
mix of identity — there’s a

little bit of everyone in ev-
erything. After all, in what
other country could a wom-
an named Elizabeth Grant
change her name to Lana Del
Rey and create deeply intro-
spective music about her ex-
periences as a wildly famous
female musician?

Del Rey’s new album, Did
you know that there’s a tunnel
under QOcean Boulevard, is a
case study in her dark, honest
and beautiful aesthetic. This
darkness is (and has always
been) part of her allure. Del
Rey has created a career that
does not shy away from both
the savory and unsavory as-
pects of her life in America.

Ocean Boulevard is a mov-
ing and contemplative peek
into the mind of an artist who

Photo courtesy of flickr.com

knows exactly who she is and
where she’s come from.

Each of the songs on the
record build upon the art-
ist’s mythos. “A&W” is a not-
so-thinly-veiled  euphemism
for the American fast food
restaurant chain. Incidentally,
the song’s title has a double
meaning: “American Whore.”
She sings, “I haven’t done a
cartwheel since I was nine /
I haven’t seen my mother in
a long, long time / I mean,
look at me, look at the length
of my hair, my face, the shape
of my body / Do you really
think I give a damn / What
I do after years of just hear-
ing them talking?” Such lyrics
give her songs a maddeningly
enigmatic feel — but also an
honest one.

person he sees and the person
he wants to be.

On top of this, Jimin sports
bold white eyeliner and a dan-
gly earring on the left side of
his face, showing that he sees
himself as a symbol of rebel-
lion. The song, its music video
and choreography are clearly
queer-coded. By taking this
brave step in being vulnerable
about uncovering his identity
and being on a path toward
self-discovery, Jimin is not

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

only breaking boundaries in
his music, but also setting a
precedent among Korean art-
ists and citizens by normal-
izing and celebrating queer
culture.

Jimin’s airy, light vocals and
the song’s vibey, smooth beat
are sure to give you a good
ride and make you stream like
crazy. If youre looking to
dive down the rabbit hole of
K-pop, Jimin’s “Like Crazy” is
the perfect first step.

p&E

s

By KYRA HUDSON
Staff Writer

4).

rian (April 6).

e Shrek 5 is in the works with the
original cast set to return (April

* Promo photos of the cast of the
highly-anticipated Barbie
ie were released, sparking trends
across social media (April 4).

* Lizzo and Jack Black cameoed in
the 22nd episode of The Mandalo-

mov-

* Millie Bobby Brown and Jake Bon-

giovi announced their engage-
ment (April 11).

Right after “A&W,” Del Rey
includes an interlude by pas-
tor Judah Smith. During the
four-minute-long track, Smith
colorfully pleads with his au-
dience (now Del Rey’s) to
torgo lust and to “look at the
splendor of the skies.” Smith
is controversial, not for his
occupation, but for forcing his
staff to donate money to his
church. It’s lyrics like these
that explore the occasionally
misplaced faith in traditions
accepted with certainty.

The entire album relishes
in this commentary on uncer-
tainty. The music, produced

by longtime collaborator Jack
Antonoff, is sweeping and
airy. The drums boom to em-
phasize a point, and the gui-
tars back off to let Del Rey’s
voice tell the story. The inflec-
tions seem to draw from clas-
sic American writers — Jack
Kerouac, William Burroughs
and Flannery O’Connor: indi-
viduals with an eloquent con-
fidence in their worldviews.
So maybe Americana is
just a fun way to characterize
good storytelling and an hon-
est narrative, but I'd hedge my
bets on saying that Americana
is what Del Rey tells us it is.
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BY JACKSON HARE, EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR

What’s that sound? Could it be? An army of VSCO girls are sk-sk-sk-skirting their way back to reclaim the throne
of popularity they once held over society in 2019. I almost mistook them for the carton of colored eggs my family and I
decorated over Easter weekend, with their oversized sweaters and t-shirts appearing like the only article of clothing they
were wearing. Yet, as they approached, I could make out the Crocs on their feet with 10 jibbitz on each, of course. Then,
the array of multicolored scrunchies on their wrists came into view and the Hydro Flasks in their hands were like weap-
ons in preparation for warfare. How many Vineyard Vine stickers does one person need on their water bottle? The “save
the turtles” stickers are really cute, but some were quite graphic detailing the consequences of not using reusable metal
straws. However, you know you're really in danger when the VSCO girls let out their screeching war cry, “And [ oop,”
followed by their most iconic sound, “sk-sk-sk-sk-sk,” which can only be equated to the cackles of coyotes as they circle
their prey.

Worry not. [ have a proposed solution to combat this unforeseen second wave of this trend that should stay in
2019 — a solution that I believe will kill two birds with one stone. Don’t bring back VSCO girls; if this trend must re-
turn, let it be VSCO boys. These wouldn’t be just any boys. They would be your Harry Styles-esque boys: floppy hair,
cuffed corduroy overalls with a single strap hanging low off the shoulder, a silver chain necklace, pastel colored nails and
some simple white Vans. Of course, you gotta ditch the Hydro Flask as well. Ripple water bottles are the VSCO boy ac-
cessory. These boys ought to be the kind that confuse and frustrate queer folk like myself. They are straight as can be but
have adopted the word “slay” as their own, using it solely in contexts it does not fit. Of course, VSCO boys have to have
some sort of social issue to care about. VSCO girls have turtles, so it would only be fitting that VSCO boys be impas-
sioned by narrowing the gender pay gap and improving women’s positions in the workforce. This new superpower will
quell any and all attempts VSCO girls execute to end their hiatus following their 2019 reign.

At least VSCO girls aren't coming back, but the rise of the soft VSCO boy may be worse than the VSCO girl of
2019. Prepare yourself for the coming days of boys telling you they know how to play guitar and that they'll get their

nails done with you.

Aries: You are the puka shell necklace. A little blunt,
but dependable to round out an outfit.

Libra: You are the excessive stack of Pura Vida brace-
lets. You're colorful, that’s for sure.

Taurus: You are the Hydro Flask. A neon pink one, of
course. You're a little rough around the edges, and you
could definitely knock someone’s tooth out.

Scorpio: You are none other than the pair of disgust-
ing white or checkered Vans. A staple, truly.

Sagittarius: You are the six-hour-old melted and fer-

Gemini: You are the tie-dye tote bag. You’re cutesy. A
mented Starbucks Refresher in hand.

little off-trend, but loveable.

Cancer: You are the one and only "save the turtles"

sticker. Every true VSCO girl needs one. Capricorn: You are the 3XL t-shirt covering the VSCO

girl’s daisy dukes.

Leo: You are the white Jeep Wrangler. This is not techni-

cally a VSCO girl accessory, but it just feels right. Aquarius: You are IneSHEEEES

Pisces: You are the bow-tie scrunchie, girl. You are es-
sential to this whole ensemble, and none of us would
be here without you.

Virgo: You are the penny board. You think you’re
edgy.
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