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This fall, the Center for In-
clusion and Diversity (CDI) 
welcomed their new director, 
Samuel Terry. 

Terry has worked at Xavi-
er for almost two years now, 
beginning his journey at 
Xavier as assistant director 
of  Student Services, success 
coach and advisor for bio-
medical sciences and biology 
majors and, until recently, the 
assistant director of  the CDI. 

With over 20 years of  
higher-education experience, 
in his new position, Terry is 
seeking to embrace the mis-
sion of  the CDI. 

Particularly, he believes 
the Jesuit value cura person-
alis is wholly aligned with the 
mission of  the CDI. Caring 
for the whole person — in 
Terry’s eyes — is the prima-
ry motivating factor for the 
CDI to provide for students 
on campus who are especially 
vulnerable.

“We deal with students of  
color, first-generation stu-
dents, low socioeconomic and 
LGBTQ+ students as well,” 
Terry said. 

“And what we strive to do 
is to be a catalyst for social 

BY DOMINIC DEGRINNEY

Newswire Intern

Samuel Terry, the former assistant director of the CDI, receives promotion to director
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Familiar Face is New Director of CDI

After nearly two years in various roles at Xavier, Samuel Terry has assumed the role of Director of 
the CDI. He hopes to empower students to use university resources and make a difference at Xavier.

change here at Xavier, cre-
ating safe spaces for our stu-
dents,” he continued.

This year, Terry hopes to 
focus on empowering stu-
dents in his new position. 

“I think for me, my key 
word this year is empow-
erment. What I really am 
striving to do is to empower 
students to make a difference 
here. They’re here not only to 
make a difference, but to em-
power them to seek resources 
to fight for social justice — to 
fight for a sense of  belonging 
here at Xavier,” he said.

Terry emphasized that he 
doesn’t feel students are ful-
ly aware of  the resources and 
programming the CDI offers.

“I think a lot of  people 
don’t realize what the (CDI) 
does. We want to be a hang-
out spot for students — a 
place where they can work 
and  meet other people, but 
also we do a lot of  programs 
to make sure that they are 
successful at Xavier,” he said.

Citing a few examples, 
Terry specifically mentioned 
programs such as Queeries, 
Barbershop Talk and the 
Multicultural Welcome Back.

Reflecting on his own ex-
perience as an undergradu-
ate student, Terry expressed 

excitement to serve as a re-
source to students jumping at 
opportunities to get involved 
with the CDI.

“I was a first-gen student, 
and so I’ve always wanted to 
be a resource to students. The 

opportunity presented itself  
for me to come to the CDI 
last year as assistant director, 
and so I started over here last 
year,” Terry said. “It was nev-
er about me when I took the 
position… It’s all about what 
I can do to help students. 
I had a mentor who really 
pushed me to become who I 
am, and I’ve always strived to 
be like him.”

 Terry then served as the 
assistant director for Multi-
cultural Affairs, advising 12 
groups for students of  color. 
He feels that through these 
opportunities, he has particu-
larly enjoyed connecting with 
students and it has encour-
aged his continued involve-
ment in the CDI.

“I think for me, it was more 
mentoring — making con-

nections with students on a 
personal level. I did that for 
about a year, and the oppor-
tunity presented itself  after 
our director left and I was ap-
pointed by our interim direc-
tor Ivy Banks to be the next 
director,” he said.

For Terry, being the CDI 
director is not a job. He made 
the distinction that it is rather 
a “ministry” and a  “calling.”

Terry states that the work 
he does requires creativity 
and a new perspective to fig-
ure different ways of  reach-
ing out to those he desires 
to help, but beyond that, he 
believes that his job requires 
“heart” and “passion,” which 
he plans to bring in order to 
empower students to make 
a significant change on the 
Xavier campus.Photo courtesy of xavier.edu



With Election Day on its way, students knock on doors to encourage voting
Photo-Op: XU Students Campaign

As Election Day quickly 
approaches, many students 
have found themselves jour-
neying along the campaign 
trail volunteering and work-
ing for local officials.

Students have been visiting 
local Cincinnati and Kentucky 
neighborhoods, knocking on 
doors and informing the com-
munity about candidates and 
issues they can vote for or 
against on Nov. 7.

In this election cycle, Ohio-
ans can vote on several major 
issues including Issue 1, the 
Right to  Make Reproductive 
Decisions Including Abor-
tion Initiative, and Issue 2, the 
Marijuana Legalization Initia-
tive.

The deadline to register for 
voting is Oct. 10, and early 
voting begins on Oct.

To register to vote in Ohio, 
an Ohio-issued photo ID, a 
military or veteran ID or a 
passport is needed. 

BY LUCA FILIGENZI 
Guest Writer

September 25, 2023
Student Government 

Association Meeting Recap

• Kate Lawson, chief  officer of  the Title IX 
Office, told students they can report Title 
IX violations, even if  the perpetrator is not 
a Xavier student, relating to climate issues 
or patterns of  behavior in addition to indi-
vidual actions.

• XUPD is patrolling Cleneay with eight to 
nine police cars, targeting large gatherings 
of  people and open containers.

• SGA is Listening is likely to happen on 
Monday, Oct. 19 in the Justice Atrium from 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

• Three new clubs are exiting conditional sta-
tus: the Buffalo Club on Nov. 8 and the Pick-
leball and Photography clubs on Nov. 23.

• Student Rights and Identity is meeting with 
a student concerned with the wording in 
Xavier’s student commitment statement.

BY  CASSANDRA HOFFMAN

“Canvassing is a fantastic way to get out into the community 
and experience the neighborhoods of  Cincinnati. It is so fulfill-
ing to talk to community members who are excited about the 
civic process. Sharing information that will help them exercise 
their right to vote in an informed way is incredibly rewarding,”  
junior Philosophy, Politics and the Public major Sophia Olivia 
said.

 “Canvassing is such a great way to get to see new parts of  
the city, engage with local politics and have important con-
versations with interesting people,” junior Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public and history double major Alyssa Blandford said.

“What’s most rewarding is getting the chance to talk to vot-
ers throughout Ky, which I would not have been able to do 
had it not been for canvassing for the Beshear campaign,” ju-
nior accounting major and president of  Xavier’s chapter of  the 
Young Democratic Socialist of  America Liam Fuller said.

“Xavier students have proven they want a voice in their 
communities. That is why so many of  them have started work-
ing on campaigns… and we couldn’t be happier,” junior PPP 
major and president of  College Republicans Mak Krivka said.

Newswire photo courtesy of Liam Fuller
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Ky. Governor Andy Beshear

Cincinnati City Councilmember Seth Walsh

Cincinnati City Councilmember Liz Keating

Cincinnati City Councilmember Meeka Owens

Correction: 
 An article in the Sept. 20, 2023 edition of  
Newswire regarding Xavier’s LGBTQ+ Alliance 
being granted University-Affiliated Organiza-
tion (UAO) status incorrectly stated the source 
of  UAO funding. UAOs receive funding from the 
student activity fee pool. The article also incor-
rectly stated the result of  the vote, which was 11 
votes for, one against and seven abstentions.
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Xavier students gathered 
on the Academic Mall last 
Sunday for the annual kick off  
of  the X-CHANGE program, 
marking the start of  their 
weekly service activities.

Sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Faith and Justice, 
X-CHANGE is a service pro-
gram where students dedicate 
about two hours each week to 
go into the community and 
help others. 

When they return to Xavi-
er, they put into practice the 
Jesuit value of  reflection and 
discuss their experience with 
other members. This semes-
ter, Xavier students have the 
opportunity to tutor children, 
walk dogs at an animal shel-
ter, serve in a soup kitchen 
and volunteer at a local farm.

The kickoff  took place 
on Sept. 24 from 1 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Upon arrival, students 
could check in with the board 
members and meet their 
groups. After a few announce-
ments and a group photo, 
X-CHANGE commenced. 

Groups began with ice 
breaker questions in order to 
take the first steps towards 
building a community. 

Sophomore biomedical sci-
ences major Meg Calumpang 
is a site leader this year and 
says that her group made 
quick work of  this.

“My group came really ear-
ly, so we got to know each oth-
er quickly, know each other's 
names, do our Xavier intros 
and stuff  like that,” she said. 
“We went to our room and 
then from there we did anoth-
er icebreaker and answered 
the most random questions.”

After introductions con-
cluded, groups went into Al-
ter Hall and learned about 
what it means to be in service 

BY CLARE MCKINLEY

with and for others through 
videos and more conversation.

Sophomore biology major 
Elisabeth Nelson said that one 
of  the most memorable parts 
was when they watched a vid-
eo featuring theology profes-
sor Dr. Marcus Mescher dis-
cussing what service means 
to him.

“He talked about how ser-
vice is not about doing things 
to make yourself  look better 

and put it on a resume. But 
it's more about being with the 
community and kind of  show-
ing people that you're there 
for them, so I really liked 
that,” Nelson said.

Nelson has been a par-
ticipant in X-CHANGE for 
all three of  her semesters at 
Xavier and joined the pro-
gram because she had never 
participated in community 
service before and thought it 

would be fun. 
This semester she is going 

to tutor kids at a church in the 
greater Cincinnati area and is 
most excited to build commu-
nity.

“I am most looking forward 
to being able to make new re-
lationships with some of  the 
children and be able to hear 
about their day and talk to 
them,” she said. “And not even 
that, just being someone that 
the kids can count on to come 
see them every single week 
and either to do homework, 
or not do homework and just 
to hang out and talk about 
things going on in life.”

X-CHANGE's mission 
is to encourage students to 
build friendships and en-
gage with people from the 
local community. Calumpang 
said she thinks that through 
X-CHANGE, she finally un-
derstands what Xavier means 
when they talk about service 
rooted in justice and love.

“I think the service oppor-
tunities given by Xavier in-
volve a lot of  hands-on expe-
rience. Being able to step off  
campus and know what life is 
like outside of  our little bub-
ble and being personal and 
genuine with everyone creates 
a really strong community. 
I think it’s really important, 
especially since we’re only at 
Xavier for so little and we are 
out in the real world for much 
longer,” Nelson said. 

X-CHANGE Kicks O� Student Service
Campus News

Through this year's X-CHANGE program, students will engage in a number of service-based 
activities with the goal of learning about working in solidarity with others and building community.

Photo courtesy of @xucfj via Instagram

3

@xavier.newswire September 27, 2023 3



U.S. & World News xaviernewswire.comSeptember 27, 20234

The authorities of  Na-
gorno-Karabakh, a non-in-
ternationally recognized state 
consisting of  a majority eth-
nically-Armenian population, 
surrendered their armed forc-
es and government to the mil-
itary of  Azerbaijan.

The Azerbaijani military 
entered the breakaway state 
and ultimately succeeded in 
forcing a capitulation by the 
de facto government, result-
ing in a death toll in the hun-
dreds.

After the surrender and 
Azerbaijan’s military taking 
control of  Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, also known as the Re-
public of  Artsakh, Azerbaijan 
officials met with represen-
tatives of  the pro-Armenian 
enclave to discuss the future 
of  the residents there under 
new rule. The Armenian gov-
ernment said that more than 
28,000 refugees had crossed 
into the country from the en-
clave since local forces surren-
dered. 

The meeting, which oc-
curred in the town of  Yevlakh, 
was described by the Azerbai-
jani administration as having 
been held in a “constructive 
and positive atmosphere” but 
did not immediately yield re-
sults. 

Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan noted that 
Armenia is ready to host dis-
placed people affected by the 
surrender. He said accommo-
dations had been prepared for 
tens of  thousands of  people, 
although he saw “no direct 
threat” to Karabakh’s eth-
nic Armenians. The region 
is home to approximately 
120,000 ethnic Armenians. 

Yesterday, a fuel depot 
blast in the breakaway region  
killed at least 68 people and 
injured hundreds more. The 
cause of  the explosion has not 
been made immediately clear, 
but the region has faced a fuel 
shortage following a months-
long blockade. 

“Nagorno-Karabakh is part 
of  the legacy of  the unre-
solved issues which remain 
over 30 years after the break-
up of  the Soviet Union,” Fa-
ther James McCann, S.J., a Je-
suit scholar and international 
politics professor at Xavier, 
said. 

The surrender of  Na-
gorno-Karabakh comes as 
the conclusion to a more than 
30-year long conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan fol-
lowing the dissolution of  the 
Soviet Union. In the early 
1990’s, Armenia and Azer-
baijan clashed over control 
of  areas consisting of  ethnic 
Armenians. 

This first conflict result-
ed in Armenia gaining a vast 
amount of  territory interna-
tionally recognized as being 
land within the borders of  
Azerbaijan. The two nations 
held tenuous peace which 
eventually fell apart. 

In 2020, a second war broke 
out between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, this time with the 
latter retaking much of  the 
territory they had lost.  While 
Armenia lost several cities in 
this war, one of  the greatest 
impacts came from the isola-
tion of  Nagorno-Karabakh.  

With Nagorno-Karabakh 
surrounded on all sides by 
Azerbaijani forces, a blockade 
of  the region began in Dec. 

2022, eventually giving way 
to military incursions from 
the former in late 2023. 

Nagorno-Karabakh then 
surrendered to Azerbaijani 
forces, ending its existence 
as a semi-independent state. 
Armenians took to protesting 
in the streets of  their capital, 
Yerevan, against a refusal to 
take action to reinforce Na-
gorno-Karabakh by their gov-
ernment.  

Russian army peacekeepers 
have also aided in relations be-
tween the region and Azerbai-
jan, and are present on behalf  
of  Armenia, a member of  the 
Russia-led Collective Security 
Treaty Organization.

“Russia’s peacekeeping (ef-

forts) promises obviously fell 
short,” McCann said. 

Armenia’s increasingly 
close ties to the United States  
have reflected the disparities 
in Russia’s peacekeeping ac-
tion. Armenia and the U.S. 
participated in  joint military 
exercises between the coun-
tries last week.

There have been several 
reports of  Russian soldiers 
coming under fire and being 
killed by Azerbaijani forces, 
during their evacuation of  the 
region. The current death toll 
stands at five confirmed Rus-
sian soldiers killed in action 
from Azerbaijani fire, as well 
as a single loss due to Arme-
nian action.

Iran’s parliament approved 
a new controversial law that 
increases the punishments for 
improper hijab-wearing last 
week, setting new regulations 
around dress and modesty for 
women in Iran. 

The measure, known as 
the Support the Family by 
Promoting the Culture of  
Chastity and Hijab Bill, was 
approved in a vote of  152 to 
34 last Wednesday. It will not 
be enacted until the Guardian 
Council, a group of  elders and 
morality counselors, approves 
the measure. 

While Iran has had a mod-
esty code since 1981, this 

70-article bill aims to make 
the current law much strict-
er and includes a wide range 
of  proposals. The bill would 
raise the jail time from the 
current maximum of  two 
months in prison to 10 years, 
and increase the fines from 
5,000 to 500,000 rials ($0.10-
$10.14) to 180 million to 360 
million rials ($3,651-$7,302). 

Alongside these punish-
ments, the bill enacts punish-
ments for any “foreign gov-
ernments, networks, media, 
groups or organizations” who 
purposefully promote viola-
tion of  the law. Businesses can 
be punished for serving wom-
en without hijabs as well. In-
dividuals who are found guilty 

of  insulting or ridiculing the 
hijab also face fines and poten-
tial jail time.  

“I know a lot of  people are 
talking about jail time. The 
law does say that, if  you ad-
vocate or encourage what they 
call indecent behavior, then 
you can be imprisoned for five 
to ten years. But, I think they 
put that law there for activ-
ists,” Dr. Bashir Tofangsazi, a 
Xavier assistant professor of  
sociology who focuses on so-
cial movements in the Middle 
East and North Africa and a 
born and raised Iranian, said. 

Tofangsazi mentioned that 
the real point of  concern 
for the average citizen is the 
fines. “For the everyday aver-
age citizen, they have put in 
really big fines. They can go 
up to the equivalent of  about 
$2,000, which is a lot of  mon-
ey in Europe, and it’s a lot 
of  money everywhere, but in 
that country, it could literally 
be equal to one year’s salary… 
if  you are a low wage worker,” 
he said.

The bill targets “socially 
influential” people that wear 
hijabs improperly and states 
that if  they are found guilty, 
they could also face jail time 
and a fine equivalent to 1-5% 
of  their total assets. The bill’s 
restrictions extend to toys 
and mannequins, which are 
barred from being portrayed 
with indecency.

The bill also states that ar-
tificial intelligence can be used 
to identify women who breach 

Iranian Parliament Approves Hijab Bill

the imposed dress code. 
There was no public de-

bate on the bill, due to Iran’s 
85th article of  their national 
constitution. This section has 
a provision that allows Iran’s 
parliament to pass a bill cir-
cumventing the standard pro-
cedure of  debating potential 
laws.

Several human rights 
groups have spoken out again-
wwst the bill, including the 
United Nations (UN). Experts 
at the UN have stated that the 
bill’s impacts could result in a 
“gender apartheid.” 

The bill comes almost ex-
actly a year after the uproar 
around the death of  Mahsa 
Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian 
woman who was charged with 
improperly wearing the hijab 
in public by the morality po-
lice. She died in Sept. 2022 in 
police custody under mysteri-

ous circumstances. 
This event sparked protests 

all over the nation attempting 
to topple the theocracy, with 
estimates of  500 people dy-
ing in the protests and over 
22,000 people detained.

 The Iranian government 
has faced massive questioning 
of  their legitimacy from reli-
gious groups because so many 
women have been out in pub-
lic without the hijab. 

“The protests literally 
threatened the existence of  
the regime. So they knew that 
they couldn’t go out and beat 
more people up, beat more 
women up, kill more wom-
en or arrest more women.
It would be a mess. But they 
wanted to do something, so 
they said, hey, we passed the 
law, we still care about this. 
We’re still an Islamic repub-
lic,” Tofangsazi said.  

Azerbaijan Claims Control of Nagorno-Karabakh
BY JACK PLUTH

BY AUDREY ELWOOD
Newswire
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The Iranian Parliament approved a new hijab bill that places 
numerous restrictions on the wearing of hijabs in public, 
including increasing the potential jail time to 10 years.   

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org
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UAW Expands Strike Against Automakers

The United Auto Workers 
union (UAW) expanded its 
strike last week against Gen-
eral Motors (GM) and Stel-
lantis  — the parent company 
of  Jeep, Dodge and Chrysler 
— as negotiations remained 
tense and divided on key is-
sues. The UAW has also be-
gun talks with Ford to come 
to a new labor agreement in 
its continued strike against 
the automaker. 

The strike is not a full-scale 
walkout but is a “limited and 
targeted” work stoppage by 
approximately 12,700 UAW 
members, which began on 
Sept. 15 after workers’ four- 
year work contracts expired. 
The strikes began with one 
plant from each of  the compa-
nies but expanded to include 
38 other Stellantis and GM 
facilities. 

The enlarged strike affect-
ed 18 GM distribution centers 
that employ a total of  3,475 
workers and 20 Stellantis cen-
ters with 2,150 UAW work-
ers. The standoff  comes at a 
time of  broader labor unrest 
and has fueled speculations of  
prolonged disruptions in pro-
duction and the supply chain. 

The UAW has demanded a 
40% wage increase over four 
years, which is an amount that 
union officials say matches the 
pay increase of  the three com-
panies’ top executives over the 

same time period. The union 
has also sought to end tiered 
benefit packages, receive pay-
ment plans that have a cost-
of-living adjustment, create 
more profit sharing, make new 
retirement plans, improve re-
tirement benefits and attain 
higher job security. 

Shawn Fain, the president 
of  the UAW, noted that the 
distance in pay between the 
automakers’ top executives 
and the auto worker reflects 
increasing economic inequal-
ity in the United States. 

“This is what’s wrong 
with our economy, and this 
is what’s wrong with Ameri-
ca right now. The billionaire 
class keeps taking more and 
more, and the working class 
keeps getting left behind,” he 
stated. 

Ford has made concessions 
in these areas, and despite 
progress in negotiation, the 
company stated that it still 
has “significant gaps to close” 
on economic issues before it 
can reach a new labor agree-
ment with the union. 

“At GM and Stellantis, it’s 
a completely different story,” 
Fain said. Stellantis and GM 
have made little to no conces-
sions in the negotiations.

When the strike started, 
the automakers offered to 
raise pay to around 14.5-20% 
over four years, including 
lump-sum payments and job 
security for workers who lost 
positions. However, Fain in-
sisted that the union would 
not settle for less than the 
40% they seek. 

The GM Cincinnati Parts 

Distribution Center, located 
in West Chester, is a part of  
the 38-plant expansion of  the 
strikes. The plant employs 
123 people and accounts for 
$10.3 million in wages every 
year, which the union hopes 
can increase. 

During the strike, workers 
are set to receive about $500 
a week in pay, which is well 
short of  what they earn while 
they are working. As a result, 
millions of  dollars in wages 
may become removed from 
the economy. 

Many politicians have come 
out in support of  the UAW, 
including representatives 
from Ohio. Senator Sherrod 
Brown has posted on his so-
cial media that he stands with 
the UAW and is calling on the 
auto manufacturers to make a 
fair deal with the workers.

“I am among the most 
pro-labor Republicans in the 
U.S. Senate,” Senator J.D. 
Vance said. He showed his 
support of  auto workers in 
Ohio and throughout the 
country.

Biden walked with the 
union yesterday in Michigan, 
joining workers on the picket 
lines to show his support for 
their strike and urging work-
ers to “stick with it.” Former 
president Donald Trump is 
skipping the second Repub-
lican debate tonight to meet 
with striking autoworkers in 
Michigan and address the is-
sue in an event there. 

Fed Leaves Interest Rates Unchanged
BY PETER MELAHN

The Federal Reserve opt-
ed to leave interest rates 
unchanged after meeting 
last Wednesday, signal-
ing the central bank’s opti-
mism that the U.S. economy 
is continuing to cool from 
historic levels of  inflation 
following the COVID-19 pan-
demic.       

Federal Reserve chair Je-
rome Powell announced the 
decision last week reaffirm-
ing the central bank’s aim of  
achieving a “soft landing” for 
the U.S. economy following a 
sustained presence of  histor-
ically high interest rates from 
post-COVID-19 inflation.   

In their meeting, the Fed-
eral Reserve noted that re-
cent economic activity was 
“expanding at a solid pace,” 
differing from the “moder-
ate” description seen in pre-
vious meetings. It also stated 
that   job gains have “slowed 
in recent months but remain 
strong,” though positive 
changes in employment were 
described as “robust” before.

The causes of  recent high 
inflation rates vary, but most 
notably include government 
stimuli to invigorate the econ-
omy and pandemic-related 
supply chain issues causing 
prices of  many consumer 
goods to rise. Higher interest 

rates on loans for consum-
ers are meant to slow down 
economic activity by making 
borrowing more expensive, 
thereby decreasing demand 
for consumer goods.      

The Federal Reserve’s goal 
for the Consumer Price Index 
measured inflation is to be at 
or below 2%. Inflation hit a 
post-pandemic high of  9.1% 
from June to July of  2022 and 
has continued to decline. The 
central bank seeks to return 
inflation and unemployment 
rates to their targets and to 
keep them there permanently. 

To hold inflation and un-
employment at steady target 
rates, interest rates must be 
held at a neutral rate, which 
the Fed continues to work to-
wards. It is believed this neu-
tral rate will be higher than it 
has been historically.        

Inflation has taken a notice-
able toll on many Americans, 
with many noticing increases 
in prices on goods they con-
sume on a daily or weekly 
basis. The inflation rate for 
August, around which the Fed 
was basing its interest rate de-
cision, was 3.7%. 

This means the prices of  
many consumer goods — in a 
broad set of  categories includ-
ing food, drugs and energy — 
were, on average, about 3.7% 
higher this August than they 
were in Aug. 2022. Though 

this is a lot closer to the Fed’s 
goal of  2%, an inflation rate 
of  3.7% is still noticeable to 
many Americans.

“I’m worried for the con-
sumer,” University of  Chi-
cago economist and a former 
chair of  the White House 
Council of  Economic Advis-
ers Tomas Philipson said. 

“People are hit on both 
fronts — lower real wages 
and higher rates,” he added.

A higher neutral rate may 
have implications for the fu-
ture of  the economy as well. 
A higher standard for interest 
rates would make borrowing 
more expensive in the long 
run. Not only would taking 
out a loan to buy a house or 
a car be more expensive for 
those seeking to make that 
kind of  purchase, but business 
investment may also slow.

As business and personal 
investors make sense of  the 
past few months of  inflation 
data, long-term Treasury 
yields have surged while ma-
jor stock indexes such as the 
S&P 500 and Nasdaq Com-
posite have slid over the past 
several months. This indicates 
investors may be concerned 
that a higher neutral rate may 
hamper growth in the future.

“A soft landing is a primary 
objective… that’s what we’ve 
been trying to achieve all this 
time,” Powell said.

Workers seek higher pay and other improvements in labor agreements from the Big Three

Workers from the United Auto Workers union expanded their targeted strike against General 
Motors, Ford and Stellantis. The union is demanding a 40% wage increase over the next four years.  

BY GAVIN STEELE

BY GAVIN STEELE

A flock of  sheep found their way into a 
greenhouse in Greece and ate more than 
600 pounds of  marijuana plants that were 
growing for medical use. The owner of  the 
greenhouse said the sheep were “jumping 
higher than (the) goats” after consuming 
the greenery (Sept. 25). 

Five flamingos were spotted wading on a 
Lake Michigan beach in Wisconsin. Wild-
life experts believe that the flamingos were 
pushed north by strong winds from Hurri-
cane Idalia (Sept. 23). 

Fayis Nazer set a new Guinness World Re-
cord by drinking a Capri Sun in an impres-
sive 8.02 seconds, becoming the first person 
to achieve this feat in under ten seconds. He 
took three seconds to unwrap the straw and 
puncture the pouch, and another five sec-
onds to consume the drink (Sept. 22). 
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This September, I attended 
the Cincinnati Comic Expo, 
and when I did, I paid extra 
attention to the layout of  the 
convention and how it allowed 
different aspects such as art-
ist alley, concessions, guest 
signings, panels and fun and 
games to be seen and noticed 
by those who came as con-go-
ers. 

Though I am a person who 
only goes to a few conventions 
every so often, something I al-
ways take note of  is the lay-
out of  the conventions and 
if  they help the con-goers or 
not. The people who run con-
ventions should be allowing 
all of  the different sections to 
receive attention and not leave 
any sections in the dust. I have 
heard of  many different con-
ventions that deal with their 
layouts very effectively, while 
others have shown almost no 
effort in helping get people to 
what the convention has to of-
fer and put their emphasis on 
one group over another. 

This was not my first time 
observing the convention lay-
out at the Cincinnati Comic 

Expo since this was my third 
time attending. Much of  the 
layout was changed to adapt 
with the future renovation of  
the Duke Energy Center. Ad-
ditionally, to accomodate the 
renovations, the Cincinnati 
Comic Expo is being moved 
to the Sharonville Convention 
Center in October, rather than 
September. 

From what I was able to 
observe, the changed layout 
of  the Cincinnati Comic Expo 
this year was much more con-
venient than it was confusing. 
Even though the space was 
more spread out than normal, 
it actually helped areas such 
as the artist alley to have more 
visibility and foot traffic while 
not making it feel as crammed. 

Another convenience was 
how they used their large 
space to their advantage by 
spreading out areas for photo 
ops, guest signings, conces-
sions and more. The photo 
ops were seen in one corner 
of  the convention center and 
in a small aisle on the opposite 
side of  the building. 

They separated the guest 

signings more between guests 
who focus on different forms 
of  media such as movies, an-
ime, video games, etc. Doing 
that helps people find their 
niche easier. 

Concessions appeared in 
several areas at the edges of  
the convention room so if  
you walked near any wall, 
you would always be close to 
something to eat, whether it 
be a food court-style restau-
rant or a small concession 
booth. The same thing ap-
plied with getting water. You 
could buy water there or, if  
you brought your own water 
bottle, there were free refill 
stations to use. 

Another major convenience 
was the seating choices that 
let folks rest and not be stuck 
standing everywhere which 
is helpful, especially for old-
er con-goers. At the Duke 
Energy Center specifically, 
there is a large overpass hall-
way known as the SkyPass for 
people to walk down and be 
showy or to sit down and have 
a break and watch the conven-
tion from a bird’s eye view.

Finally, almost everywhere 
you went, there was a sign 
showing the available rooms 
for gaming and what pan-
els were presenting that day. 
Additionally, they were very 
quick in giving out informa-
tion about the locations of  
things, updates and hyping up 
the event year after year. The 
telecom was also very suc-
cessful in alerting when times, 
such as signing up for the co-
splay contest and privately 
paid guest signings in sepa-
rate rooms, were occurring. 

However, despite the con-
veniences I mentioned of  the 
Cincinnati Comic Expo, it is 
making me ponder something 
about another incoming Ohio 
convention — GalaxyCon 
Columbus. Both a friend and 
someone I watch on YouTube 
went to an earlier Galaxy-
Con — GalaxyCon Austin —
and they said that the layout 
was very confusing and poor. 
They said it was due to prior-
itizing the guest signings and 
having very little water and 
check-in facilities. The latter 
person, who vended at the 

artist alley there, said she got 
almost no foot traffic or sales 
because of  the poor placement 
of  the artist alley in the back 
of  the venue, making the con 
way more confusing than con-
venient. 

Not every convention lay-
out is going to be perfect, nor 
should it be, but the best way 
to make a convenient conven-
tion layout is to allow every 
attraction of  a convention to 
be easily accessible and view-
able. I hope that GalaxyCon 
Columbus follows these cri-
teria when it takes place later 
this fall.

Convoluted Cons Can’t Cope

Waleed Majid is a 
staff  writer for News-
wire. He is a Philoso-
phy, Politics and the 
Public major from 
Cincinnati.

Your Ideology is Just Hypocrisy
The West has fallen. I’m 

not speaking ironically, nor 
am I trolling. The West has, 
in fact, fallen from Olympus 
down to the gaping mouth of  
Hades. Do you want to know 
why the mighty West, the 
bastion of  the White race and 
the exuberant epitome of  the 
Aryan spirit, has crumbled 
beneath the feet of  those who 
claim to champion its adven-
turous history, undeniable 
strength and domineering 
formidability? 

It’s not because, as the 
right would tell you, the Jews, 
gays and Blacks have taken 
over Hollywood and politics, 
nor because of  supposed mor-
al degradation or the loss of  
religious fervor. 

No, no, no. The West has 
fallen because the right is un-
principled. These idiots have 
either gone mad or are com-
pletely confused about their 
ultimate ideological goal. On 
a Thursday afternoon, they 
will deny the Holocaust, and 
the following Sunday evening, 

they will support the estab-
lishment of  the Zionist entity 
in Palestine. Maybe on Labor 
Day, they’ll shame workers for 
unionizing at some stupid cof-
fee shop, and perhaps during 
the winter, they will go full-
blown Leninist over some Ca-
nadian truckers. 

The West has now faced 
a perplexing contradiction 
threatening its security and 
existence. That contradiction 
is between an evolving demo-
graphic of  political beings 
that negate the West and the 
ideology of  White self-pres-
ervation that has unified the 
Western world since the 
Third Reich. 

But the Western conserva-
tive copes with this contradic-
tion by mixing and matching, 
picking and choosing whatev-
er narrative fits his vision for a 
White paradise and an all-en-
compassing ideology shield-
ing him from guilt and cogni-
tive dissonance. This fascist, 
this foe of  freedom and indi-
vidual will, is one lousy en-

emy. He is one lousy enemy 
because he cannot come to a 
unanimous foundation for his 
vision for the world amongst 
his peers. He is a charlatan 
who speaks from the heart but 
isn’t able to communicate with 
sincerity; he is a hypocrite.

Proof  of  his hypocrisy is 
present in the type of  men he 
follows. What kind of  “blood 
and soil,” closeted white su-
premacist follows and defends 
a mixed-race Muslim sex 
trafficker who runs a podcast 
promoting toxic masculinity 
(Andrew Tate), a president 
who is degenerate in all senses 
of  the word (Donald Trump), 
a Zionist who is a master of  
innuendo (Ben Shapiro) and a 
pundit who promotes mascu-
linity but cries at every damn 
thing (Jordan Peterson). 

These people put conser-
vative ideology on a pedestal 
despite that ideology’s refus-
al to acknowledge their exis-
tence. Thus, the Western man 
lacks the willingness and the 
strength to go all the way 

with their convictions if  those 
are their champions of  the 
Western spirit, masculinity, 
White unity and so on. These 
celebrities are not the ones a 
conservative should look up 
to, nor are they fit for a true 
conservative — the conser-
vative that hates the Jew, the 
Black and the homosexual. 

 I can already hear the 
whimpering now: “But 
Waleed, not all conservatives 
follow these men! The con-
servatives who like and follow 
these people do not want to 
kill minorities.” And I say to 
that: sure. That is true, unde-
niably. But when you use the 
same rhetoric, make the same 
enemies and protect the same 
majority demographic, no 
other connection can exist. 

The conservatives are not 
ready to change the world 
according to their dreams if  
they cannot agree on who to 
kill and who to spare. Thus, 
the West has fallen since the 
conservative has let into his 
midst those whom he claims 

to be lesser. If  you are a con-
servative and reading this, 
I urge you to either remove 
those feelings of  guilt, fear 
and shame in your heart for 
having your beliefs or become 
principled and steadfast in 
your creed and make yourself  
an open enemy for me and for 
all to oppose. Either make this 
choice or suffer forever in piti-
ful silence and subjugate your-
self  in front of  enemies you 
wish you could destroy. 

But until then, you are 
weak, and then the West is 
ours to conquer.

Joseph Hammann 
is a guest writer for 
Newswire. They are a 
junior graphic design 
major from Columbia, 
Md. 
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Victory Perk, a coffee shop 
located at the heart of  Xavier’s 
campus in  Gallagher Student 
Center (GSC), is frequent-
ly visited by many sleep-de-
prived students looking for a 
bite to eat and a cup of  coffee. 
It is the most accessible coffee 
shop for Xavier students com-
pared to the long walk up the 
hill to Starbucks. However, it 
also has a reputation for serv-
ing some questionable coffee 
to its customers. 

As a first-year in my first 
semester at Xavier, I had high 
hopes about its convenience 
and its wide array of  flavored 
syrups. Who doesn’t get excit-
ed about a lavender-flavored 
latte? I urged my suitemate to 
come with me, and we eager-
ly sprinted to GSC. I ordered 
an iced latte with oat milk, 
and by the looks of  the long 
line behind us, I felt that the 
little shop had some promise. 
I drank it throughout the day 
without much thought, oth-

er than the nagging thought 
that my drink had a slightly 
sour taste. It wasn’t until later 
that I regretted my decision. 
To both mine and my room-
mates’ horror, my friend and I 
were violently sick that night, 
presumably because of  the 
oat milk, but we tried to give 
them the benefit of  the doubt. 

Outside of  this freak oc-
currence, though, I have 
heard nothing but disap-
pointing news about Victory 
Perk’s coffee from my peers: 
the flavor was lacking and had 
a pungent taste to it or their 
customer service experience 
was dissatisfactory. I decid-
ed it was time to investigate 
where Victory Perk had gone 
wrong and search for some 
explanation as to why many 
avoid getting their morning 
pick-me-up there. Most im-
portantly, I intended to find 
out if  Victory Perk was worth 
going back to again. This is 
my analysis, formed through 

multiple visits, research and 
the expertise of  a friend who 
just so happens to be a long-
time worker at Starbucks. 

The preparation of  their 
drinks is one of  the most dis-
appointing aspects of  the ex-
perience. Most trained baris-
tas are taught that an espresso 
machine should be used for 
drinks such as lattes, america-
nos, macchiatos, cappuccinos, 
etc. It is the only way these 
drinks can be considered as 
such, as they are defined by 
their use of  espresso. Howev-
er, in the times I have ordered 
a latte, they have used their 
pitcher of  cold brew, usually 
prepared 12 hours in advance, 
as cold brew should be. How-
ever, it does not belong in a 
latte. So what I was actually 
receiving was a coffee with 
milk and a flavor shot, not 
what I had actually ordered. 
But why else is this signifi-
cant? 

To make matters worse, 

Victory Perk employees tend 
to leave the cold brew pitch-
er sitting out on the counter 
out of  convenience. However, 
this is a problematic practice. 
Cold brew, as is in the name, 
must be kept cold regularly. 
Otherwise, it’s just brew — 
and a questionable one at that. 
Using poorly maintained cold 
brew in a commonly-ordered 
drink that requires espresso 
will cause a sour, unpleasant 
flavor. Talk about leaving a 
bad taste in your mouth. 

The company that Victo-
ry Perk uses, Crimson Cup 
Coffee, provides high-quality 
arabica beans. If  you are unfa-
miliar, they are one of  the two 
main types of  coffee beans, 
the other being robusta. Gen-
erally, arabica beans are sup-
posed to have a smoother, 
sweeter taste compared to 
robusta. However, I think it’s 
fair to say the quality of  the 
coffee still suffers quite a bit 
despite the products Victory 

Perk uses. 
Whether the employees are 

not being trained properly or 
they simply just don’t care, 
I’m not sure. However, if  you 
are looking for a good cup of  
coffee, maybe it’s time to dust 
off  that Keurig you haven’t 
touched since you moved in, 
or maybe the walk to Star-
bucks isn’t as daunting now 
compared to your other op-
tions. If  you’re going to treat 
yourself  to the brew you des-
perately need, you might as 
well do it right.

Hannah Kremer is an 
intern for Newswire. 
She is a first-year En-
glish major from Cin-
cinnati.

I’m alarmed at and skep-
tical of  the absolute lack of  
effort in some of  the endeav-
ors our university allegedly 
wants to address. 

I am not condemning the 
administration for exploring 
expansion into empty spaces 
in the Jesuit education market 
and am an adamant propo-
nent of  our biggest leap of  
faith yet: opening an osteo-
pathic medical school. Xavier 
is a place a student seeks out 
because they want to be part 
of  something not found any-
where else. Creating a Jesuit 
osteopathic medical school 
noses us ahead of  our most 
symmetrically structured 
competitors: Midwestern Je-
suit institutions with Big East 
athletics such as Marquette 
and Creighton. 

The changes we make 
should translate to invest-
ment in becoming a pioneer in 
higher education in terms of  
diversity, equity, inclusion and 
accessibility. 

On Sept. 18, Xavier’s Stu-
dent Government approved 
LGBTQ+ Alliance’s request 
to become a University-Affil-
iated Organization, meaning 
the university is obligated 
to financially support Alli-
ance via the student activi-
ty fee pool. This codification 
of  the valued presence of  an 
LGBTQ+ organization on a 
Jesuit campus truly expands 
Xavier to become inclusive to 
groups that have traditional-
ly felt marginalized in similar 

communities. 
Unfortunately, some pur-

suits of  the university, con-
firmed as possibilities by 
members of  the administra-
tion team, seem to be aiming 
towards placing Xavier in na-
tional headlines. These moves 
may bring publicity, but do 
they really fulfill Jesuit val-
ues? 

For example, Vice Presi-
dent for Institutional Strate-
gy and Director of  Athletics 
Greg Christopher called the 
possibility of  adding a foot-
ball team “a model of  using 
sports teams to boost enroll-
ment.” He also publicly stat-
ed the interest of  following 
a model similar to the Pio-
neer League, which does not 
permit football programs to 
award scholarships. I am not 
suggesting we invest a quar-
ter-million dollars in Quid-
ditch, but with the amount of  
debt and investment in other 
ventures Xavier has made, 
football could not be funded at 
a level that would improve the 
financial health of  the univer-
sity. 

For example, according to 
an article in its student paper, 
Big East counterpart Villa-
nova University spent $6.6 
million on football in 2016, 
while generating under $1 
million in gross revenue from 
gridiron events. The Wild-
cats conquered the bracket the 
same year, winning a men’s 
basketball national champi-
onship and aiding the univer-

sity in generating about $11 
million in revenue, while only 
spending $9.5 million. In a 
year where the signature pro-
gram of  the university, men’s 
basketball, won a national 
championship, the athletic 
department lost around $20 
million. 

Xavier does not have an 
on-campus football stadium, a 
practice facility and adequate 
locker room, nor training fa-
cilities to realistically support 
a competitive football pro-
gram.

The only sport at Xavier 
that turns a profit — men’s 
basketball — has never won 
a national title, nor even ad-
vanced to the Final Four. The 
addition of  football would 
take investment opportunities 
away from more academically 
exceptional yet underprivi-
leged students. 

The average cost to attend 
Xavier, according to the Unit-
ed States Department of  Ed-
ucation, is $31,462 after aid. 
According to the New York 
Times, only 2.7% percent of  
students come from families 
that make less than $20,000 
annually. Some readers may 
think this is a number that 
protects the “prestigious” rep-
utation of  Xavier. However, at 
a Jesuit institution, the defi-
nition of  prestige should be 
identifying talented people, 
regardless of  socioeconomic 
status, to give students space 
to change our world for the 
better. Scholarships for those 

who deserve to be at Xavier 
but simply cannot afford it is 
actually rooted in justice and 
love. 

Xavier could also advance 
funding to further the social 
missions it claims to pursue. 
By consolidating Xavier Po-
lice (XUPD) with the Nor-
wood Police Department, 
Xavier could save on many 
expenses, such as officer sala-
ries, facility costs, utilities for 
Flynn Hall and patrol cars. As 
valuable as the incredible staff  
of  XUPD is, according to 
their own crime log for 2023, 
over half  of  XUPD respons-
es have been in assistance of  
other departments. As much 
as I genuinely love the rela-
tionships I’ve formed with 
each and every XUPD officer 
I’ve encountered, it could be 
beneficial to allow one or two 
XUPD officers to focus solely 
on campus issues while work-
ing for Norwood PD, and to 
have the rest of  the force join 
Norwood PD to serve the sur-
rounding communities. 

Additionally, the Digital 
Innovation, Film and Televi-
sion (DIFT) program could 
become housed in Flynn Hall 
as opposed to the current lo-
cation within Brockman that 
was initially meant to house 
the program until its own 
building could be constructed. 

Additional programs that 
would establish an intersec-
tion between “More Xavi-
er” and an improved Xavier 
would be committing to a 

more efficient recycling pro-
gram and expanding the ex-
isting amount of  bins on cam-
pus that separate plastic and 
paper. 

Furthermore, providing an 
expanded selection of  ramps 
would show a desire by the 
university to optimize the ex-
perience of  all who visit and 
reside on campus. 

At this point, as we ap-
proach the 200th anniversa-
ry of  our university, a time 
when there will be fewer col-
lege-aged students than ever 
before, the investments of  
time and treasure need to be 
intentionally geared towards 
making us THE university 
that cares for the whole per-
son in every person.

     

I Want Less “More Xavier,” More Or Less

Victory Perk Lacks Perks

Ben Dickison is the 
Sports Editor for 
Newswire. He is a 
sophomore Explor-
atory major from 
Louisville.
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XU Volleyball Goes Bluejay Hunting

The U.S. Women’s Nation-
al Soccer Team bade farewell 
to longtime midfielder Julie 
Ertz and striker Megan Rapi-
noe with two internation-
al friendly victories against 
South Africa last week.

Both players made it clear 
that this season would be 
their last representing Amer-
ica on the pitch, with Rapinoe 
announcing her planned re-
tirement ahead of  the Wom-
en’s World Cup and Ertz an-
nouncing afterwards on Sept. 
1st. In two emotional matches 
at TQL Stadium and Soldier 
Field, both players got a rous-
ing send-off.

Ertz, an Arizona native, 
played collegiate soccer from 
2010 to 2013 at Santa Clara 
University, where she led 
the Broncos to two NCAA 
Women’s Soccer Tournament 
berths and two selections 
to the NCAA All-Ameri-
can First Team. In 2014, she 
was selected third overall 
by the Chicago Red Stars of  
the NWSL, where she would 
play until she was traded to 
Angel City FC in 2021. In 
2015, after many successful 
appearances in friendlies, she 
was selected to the 2015 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup Roster, 
cementing her roster spot on 
the USWNT.

Rapinoe, who grew up in 

Redding, Calif., burst onto 
the scene at Portland Uni-
versity. Her early success ce-
mented her spot on the Wom-
en’s National team roster in 
2006, aged just 21 years; and 
though back-to-back ACL 
injuries caused her to miss 
almost three years of  action, 
she became a centerpiece of  
the national team for the sub-
sequent decade and change, 
helping the USA to a goald-
medal in the 2012 London 
Olympics and back-to-back 
FIFA Women’s World Cup 
Championships in 2015 and 

2019. In the latter World Cup, 
she was awarded the Golden 
Boot and the Golden Ball for 
her performance, topped off  
by her game-winning goal in 
the USA’s victory over the 
Netherlands in the final.

In Ertz’s final match, the 
USA put pressure on South 
Africa’s own 18 throughout, 
before a corner kick by Lind-
sey Horan was headed in by 
Lynn Williams to open the 
scoring. Less than two min-
utes later, Horan forced a 
turnover, leading Alex Mor-
gan to tee up Trinity Rodman 

Rapi-NO! It Ertz to Bid Farewell to USWNT Stars

on the breakaway and give the 
USA a 2-0 lead. In the 36th 
minute, Ertz took her curtain 
call, being substituted out to a 
raucous standing ovation of  
22,000. A second goal by Wil-
liams before the half  secured 
the 3-0 win.

“I gave everything I had to 
the sport that I love,” she said 
after announcing her retire-
ment. “With that I can walk 
away with no regrets because 
while I gave soccer every 
ounce of  myself, soccer gave 
me even more, and for that I’ll 
always be thankful.”

BY PAT GAINOR

BY SPENCER TRACY

comeback victory thanks to 
two straight ace serves from 
redshirt sophomore Emma 
Grace. Xavier won the match 
25-21, tying the series 1-1. 

A crucial third set looked 
gloomy for the Musketeers 
late after another Creighton 
4-0 run expanding the lead 
22-15. Their powerful offense 
was on display as they held 
on to win the third set 25-17, 
preventing any momentum 

swinging towards the Muske-
teer side, a critical element in 
their second set loss.  

A Credit to this Musketeer 
squad, they continued to fight 
through the Blue Jays domi-
nant offense by presenting 
the Jays with their own pow-
er. In the fourth set, an 8-7 
Creighton lead soon became 
a 14-9 Xavier lead thanks to 
three kills from Emma Grace 
all set up by Graduate setter 

Carrigan O’Reilly. Neither 
team took control the rest of  
the match, allowing Xavier to 
take another nail biter, win-
ning 25-20 and forcing one 
final set to decide it all. 

With one set remaining,  
Cintas Center was rocking in 
hopes of  a wild upset.

Both teams struggled to 
separate themselves from 
each other on the scoreboard, 
displaying how desperate each 

team was to win this dog 
fight of  a match. With just 
a 12-10 lead, Xavier could 
smell the upset, needing just 
three points to secure the 
win. This game was far from 
over as everyone could smell 
the Blue Jay offense just 
waiting to power their way 
to victory and leave Xavier 
fans heartbroken. 

However, redshirt soph-
omore and outside hitter 
Anna Taylor wasn’t in the 
mood for a comebacks, slam-
ming a set into the hardwood 
floor starting the Xavier 
scoring trend. Two more 
Xavier points followed, and 
the Musketeers took down 
the Creighton Blue Jays for 
the first time in program 
history.  

Emma Grace and Stevie 
Wolf  won Big East Wom-
en’s Volleyball weekly hon-
ors for their dominant per-
formances. Grace collected 
an impressive 15 kills and 
five service aces, while Wolf  
stacked up 29 perfect recep-
tions, 25 digs and one big 
time service ace.  

Xavier will  next play on 
the road against Villanova 
and Georgetown, hoping 
to build on the momentum 
coming off  this historic win.   
As for the Musketeers and 
Bluejays, a primtime Friday 
night rematch is slated for 
November 17 in Omaha.

The 11th-ranked Creigh-
ton Blue Jays came into  Cin-
tas Center Saturday night 
with the hopes of  building 
on their hot streak, having 
won eight of  their last nine 
matches. Little did Creighton 
know, they would be part of  
Xavier volleyball history with 
multiple set comeback victo-
ries, leading to the Muskies 
unbelievable triumph over the 
Blue Jays. 

Creighton took care of  
business. beginning with a 
dominant 12-3 run to open 
the first set, although Xavier 
answered with four straight 
points of  their own keeping 
the set within reach. Reaching 
game point, Xavier refused to 
go down without a fight, an-
swering with an ace from Se-
nior libero Stevie Wolf, who 
crunched the deficit to 24-21.

 Despite the strong ef-
fort from the Muskies, they  
dropped the first set 25-21. 
Another back and forth start 
to set two didn’t last long 
after Creighton scored five 
straight, stretching the lead 
to 17-11. 

Xavier answered as usual 
with seven of  the next eight 
points going in their favor, 
evening the score at 18. All 
notched at 21, another time-
ly Xavier run completed the 

Ertz closed her interna-
tional career with 20 goals, 
and started all 17 World Cup 
matches she played in. 

The U.S. Women’s Nation-
al Team returned to the pitch 
on Sunday at Soldier Field 
for Megan Rapinoe’s send-
off. In the 18th minute, Alex 
Morgan beat a defender with 
a  challenge before sending a 
cross for Trinity Rodman to 
send into the net to score ear-
ly. In the second half, a corner 
by Rapinoe was deflected by 
the South Africa goalkeeper, 
but Emily Sonnett got to the 
ball before it was cleared and 
sent it in for her second career 
international goal. Shortly af-
ter, Rapinoe took her exit in 
the 54th minute to a standing 
ovation.

“I know that I mean a lot to 
the game,” she said following 
the 2-0 victory, “But to have 
this night come and to actual-
ly feel it and see it — from my 
teammates, from our staff,and 
certainly from the fans, who 
have been such a huge part 
of  our success on and off  the 
field, really — it was very spe-
cial.”

Rapinoe’s career with the 
Women’s National Team is 
the 4th-longest ever at 17 
years and 61 days. She is 
ranked tenth all-time in goals 
scored internationally with 63 
and third all-time in assists 
with 73, tying legend Abby 
Wambach.
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BY JOSÉ  MARÍA
GÁMEZ-LAMADRID
Guest Writer

I walked past the double 
doors with my media badge 
in hand. A picture of  Shaz-
am doing a power pose stood 
triumphantly above a maroon 
bar with “Exhibitor” etched 
in golden art deco font. To 
my right was a life-sized rec-
reation of  Appa from Avatar: 
The Last Airbender at which a 
charitable donation granted 
access to take a photo with 
the sky bison, complete with 
a Water Tribe village back-
drop to fully immerse your-
self  in the hit Nickelodeon 
cartoon. To my left, in front 
of  me and all around me, 
there were endless rows of  
colorful booths, tables and 
pop-up shops that decorate 
the convention floor, servic-
ing crowds of  cosplayers, 
families and fans all around. 

Even though it only bears 
“comic” in the name, the Cin-
cinnati Comic Expo serves 
as the Queen City’s premier 
melting pot of  all forms of  
pop culture — movies, video 
games, television, manga and 
comics. Running every fall 

from Sept. 22–24 at the Duke 
Energy Convention Center 
on Elm Street, the comic expo 
draws both fans and creators 
alike. Everyone from indus-
try veterans such as Jim Lee, 
chief  creative officer and pub-
lisher at DC Comics, and Ash-
ley Eckstein, the voice of  Ah-
soka Tano from Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars, to independent 
creators from Cincinnati and 
abroad looking to promote 
their projects attended. 

As part of  an internship at 
Creative Mussel Productions, 
I was able to learn about the 
convention experience from 

the creator’s side — how a 
pitch works to an attendee, 
setup and teardown a booth,  
the waiting game for an inter-
ested attendee to come over. 

I met up with Jay B. Ka-
lagayan — creator, writer and 
publisher — and Clint Basing-
er — the contributing cover 
artist for Creative Mussel and 
creator, writer and artist of  
Cosmic Moustache Comics as 
they promoted the publisher’s 
flagship comic “MeSseD.” 

Centering on the adven-
tures of  Metropolitan Sewer 
District (MSD) filter worker 
Lilliput, the comic chronicles 

her exploits in the danger-
ous, terrifying and sometimes 
beautiful biomes of  the sew-
ers, transformed by years of  
buildup from human, medi-
cal and industrial waste. As 
Kalagayan describes it in his 
pitch, “You can compare it to a 
Tremors-Tank Girl-Hellboy 
kind of  comic book.”

“MeSseD” was a personal 
project for Kalagayan, who 
was inspired by his daugh-
ters to create a strong, female, 
Asian character — a character 
that they can see themselves 
in.

“Comics are the union of  
visuals and language. If  done 
well, you might not need the 
words. With comics, the read-
er controls time. If  the reader 
wants to slow the story down 
to understand it better, they 
have that control. TV and 
movies don’t have this ability,” 
Kalagayan said. 

Kalagayan and Basinger 
pour ink, sweat and tears into 
their work. From hours of  
conversation with them re-
garding inspirations, previous 
career ventures and all-time 
favorite comic books, it’s clear 
that they bleed passion for the 
industry. 

Besides comic-related ac-
tivities, the expo offers a cos-
tume contest with different 
classes based on experience, 
props and displays sponsored 
by charities, fighting and rac-
ing video game tournaments 
and tabletop gaming sessions, 
all sponsored by local organi-
zations. 

“It’s really special that the 
Cincinnati Comic Expo is lo-
cally-owned. A lot of  shows 
are owned by national chains, 
so it’s nice that the Cincy expo 
has a local flair in its pro-
gramming and is really com-
mitted to supporting Cincin-
nati-based artists,” Kalagayan 
said.

Next September, when 
you’re looking to kill time 
with a nice weekend adven-
ture to destress from classes, 
consider swinging by down-
town for the Cincinnati Com-
ic Expo. Stop and say hello 
to John Wick, Captain Rex 
or Doctor Fate as you roam 
the convention floor. Take a 
picture with Jabba the Hutt’s 
rancor or on Emperor Palpa-
tine’s throne. Maybe, by the 
end of  the day, you’ll leave the 
convention doors with a com-
ic or two. 

Adventure Time Spino� is No Piece of Cake
BY GRACE HAMILTON
Opinions & Editorials 
Editor

It’s Adventure Time again! 
Or is it? 

Pendleton Ward’s third 
series within the Adventure 
Time universe, Fionna and 
Cake premiered on Aug. 31 
and concludes Sept. 28. Span-
ning eight episodes, it follows 
the titular Fionna and her cat 
Cake, originally introduced in 
the third season of  Adventure 
Time. While the series makes 
a return to the familiar lands 

and characters from its prede-
cessor, Fionna and Cake cannot 
be confused as the same show. 

Fionna and Cake takes the 
whimsical wonder of  Ad-
venture Time and starts off  
by grounding it in reality — 
sort of. The series introduc-
es Fionna as a disenchanted 
20-something bouncing from 
job to job with her very regu-
lar, and non-talking, cat Cake. 
They live within the human, 
or human-seeming, universe, 
but have constant dreams of  
real adventure. 

In another universe lives 

Simon Petrikov, more wide-
ly known as the Ice King. 
No longer living with his ice 
powers, Simon now runs a 
museum of  sorts about the 
twentieth century man. He is 
dissatisfied with his life and 
misses his ice powers, though, 
more importantly, he misses 
Betty. 

Fans of  the original show 
will remember Betty as Si-
mon’s former fiancée, who 
sacrificed herself  and merged 
with GOLB — the embodi-
ment of  chaos — at the end 
of  the original series. The 
issue with Fionna and Cake is 
not that there’s a lot of  mov-
ing parts. The original series 
was the same as it moved fur-
ther along, growing more and 
more complex. The issue is 
that Fionna and Cake has lost 
touch with what made Adven-
ture Time so special in the first 
place. The main characters 
of  Adventure Time, Finn and 
Jake, were memorable and lik-
able because of  their positiv-
ity, their love for one another 
and their childlike wonder and 
fascination with the world and 
with adventure. It was a show 
for kids, sure, but even for 
adults it recalls the feelings of  
being young and experiencing 
a world full of  magic. 

Oh Man-ga! Comic Expo a Huge Hit

Fionna and Cake, on the 
other hand, tries to appeal to 
this adult audience by having 
Fionna be a pissed off  and 
directionless millennial-type, 
angry at the world for its per-
ceived wrongs and its lack of  
adventure. She’s outwardly 
rude to the people around her, 
and while I’m all for unlikable 
female characters, the Adven-
ture Time universe isn’t the 
place for them. 

And since the show is now 
aimed at adults, the writing has 
shifted to try and maintain the 
same energy as the original, 
but with more adult humor. 
Except it falls flat. As a young 
adult, Adventure Time is still 
funny to me in its PG ridicu-
lousness and humor. Ice King 
telling the Hitman, “Someone 
got hit in the Boingloings. Hit 

in the Boingloings. Boinglo-
ings. Boingloings. Somebody 
got hit in them,” still makes 
me laugh. It’s absurd, fun and 
it’s above all happy. 

Now we have Fionna, 
angry as she is; Simon, de-
pressed as he is; and in the 
original Adventure Time uni-
verse (the Land of  Ooo), a 
Finn with no Jake — which no 
one wants to see. It also dives 
into the multiverse, presum-
ably to keep up with the trend 
of  every other piece of  media 
needing to address the mul-
tiverse. Of  course, different 
universes played a part in the 
original show, but not to this 
extent.

Overall, Fionna and Cake is 
a decently fun show with fa-
miliar animation, voices and 
faces, but in trying to set it-
self  apart from the original 
or appeal to an older audience, 
it’s forgotten the absurdism 
and actual joy of  Adventure 
Time. There’s nothing wrong 
with anything inherently 
childlike or innocent — some-
thing that acknowledges good 
in the world and the magic of  
being alive in it. I only wish 
Fionna and Cake had remem-
bered that.

Newswire photo courtesy of José María Gámez-Lamadrid

• Pete Davidson and Madelyn Cline 
have started dating (Sept. 23).

• Usher was announced as the next 
Halftime Show performer for Su-
per Bowl 2024 (Sept. 24).

• Taylor Swift was seen at the Chiefs 
v. Bears football game amid ru-
mors of  dating Chiefs wide re-
ceiver Travis Kelce (Sept. 24). 

• Chris Brown was sued for $2 mil-
lion by Popeyes for unpaid loan 
(Sept. 24). 

BY KYRA HUDSON
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BY GRIFFIN BRAMMER 
AND WILL COFFMAN
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor and Newswire Intern

The 148-day writers’ strike 
ended at 12:01 a.m. this morn-
ing.

Hollywood producers, 
studios and streaming plat-
forms met with the Writers 
Guild of  America (WGA) to 
create a contract that would 
end their 148-day strike. 
This Sunday, the negotiations 
took place privately between 
WGA’s negotiating commit-
tee and the Alliance of  Mo-
tion Picture and Television 
Producers (AMPTP), where 
they reached a tentative deal.

Since May 2, Hollywood 
has been on a temporary 
shutdown, an action initiat-
ed by WGA in an effort to 

obtain better benefits for its 
members. Writers were soon 
joined by Actors from the 
Screen Actors Guild-Ameri-
can Federation of  Television 
and Radio Artists (SAG-AF-
TRA) on July 14. Their in-
clusion was due to concerns 
regarding the use of  artificial 
intelligence and low residual 
payments for their work on 
streaming services.

Members of  WGA’s East 
and West board approved 
AMPTP’s contract and its 
three-year agreement. Details 
of  the agreement included 
a viewership-based residual 
system for streaming services, 
better residuals and access to 
healthcare and a promise to 
refrain from recognizing ar-
tificial intelligence-generated 
content as source material. 
Officials from WGA are ada-

mant that all union members 
will be happy with the results.

“We can say, with great 
pride, that this deal is excep-
tional, with meaningful gains 
and protections for writers in 
every sector of  the member-
ship,” the negotiating com-
mittee for WGA wrote to 
its members in a union-wide 
email after the contract was 
announced.

As of  yesterday, WGA 
must still hold a vote with 
all its members to determine 
whether the contract will be 
ratified. The vote will be held 
Oct. 2–9. If  WGA’s members 
do not unanimously vote to 
ratify the contract, the strikes 
will resume. The guild has ex-
pressed that all members may 
return to work during the 
ratification process. Picketing 
was suspended last Sunday.

While the board for 
SAG-AFTRA has not reached 
a deal with AMPTP, they have 
expressed pride for their sister 
union’s success and assured 
that they will be involved in 
the finalization of  AMPTP’s 
contract.

“We applaud (WGA’s) dedi-
cation, diligence and unwaver-
ing solidarity over the last five 
months and are proud to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
you as creative partners in 
the entertainment industry,” 
SAG-AFTRA’s official ac-
count posted on X last Sunday. 
“We look forward to reviewing 

the terms of  the WGA and 
AMPTP’s tentative agree-
ment. And we remain ready to 
resume our own negotiations 
with the AMPTP as soon as 
they are prepared to engage 
on our proposals in a mean-
ingful way.”

The deal comes at an op-
portune time as the strikes 
have caused the most disrup-
tion to the economy of  the 
entertainment industry since 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
New York has seen a loss of  
17,000 jobs.

In an effort to fundraise for 
their cause, many actors who 
are members of  SAG-AF-
TRA have begun holding on-
line auctions offering various 
forms of  activities or mem-
orabilia for sale. The main 
goal of  the auction is to raise 
money for crew members who 
have not been able to work 
due to the complete stoppage 

from the writers’ and actors’ 
strikes.

 For instance, Bob Oden-
kirk, known for his role as Saul 
Goodman in Breaking Bad and 
Better Call Saul, is auctioning 
off  a dinner with him and co-
median David Cross. Fans can 
bid for Adam Scott of  Parks 
and Recreation fame to walk 
their dog or solve the New 
York Times crossword with 
Orange is the New Black star 
Natasha Lyone.

Several auctions have bids 
ranging in the thousands of  
dollars. WGA and AMPTP’s 
tentative deal has caused no 
change to the auctions ac-
cording to the Union Solidar-
ity Coalition, the main group 
behind the fundraising effort. 

“We want to think big 
about how we can support 
each other in the face of  a na-
tional labor crisis,” the group 
wrote on their website.

Dive Deep Into An Indie Game Full of Depth
BY JOSEPH NICHOLS

Cool Math Games was 
the ultimate survival tool for 
students to pass time in their 
classes throughout grade 
school and high school. The 
seemingly  educational name 
was enough to fool firewalls 
and school administrators 
from placing it on the blocked 
website list. While our gen-
eration has mostly moved 
on (except for the occasional 
Smith Scholar playing Papa’s 
Pizzeria), a diamond in the 
rough game named Amidst 
the Sky might leave you with 
more than just a few minutes 
of  wasted class time.

Amidst the Sky is an indie 
web browser game made by 
Dutch game developer Casper 
van Dommelen. Although the 
game can be played on the 
Cool Math Games website, 
van Dommelen created it in-
dependently. 

“It’s fun to design lev-
els and I also make them for 
myself. I like these kinds of  
games… so I just make more 
of  them,” van Dommelen said.

A platforming game by 
design, Amidst the Sky allows 
players to begin the game 
by jumping across rocks and 
floating islands before enter-
ing mysterious temple ruins. 
A score begins as players 
make their way through the 

ruins before eventually, access 
to the world is achieved. This 
is where the scale of  the game 
becomes apparent: the further 
you explore, the more temple 
ruins and concealed buildings 
become unlocked.

As the title suggests, the 
cloaked avatar you control is 
quite literally amidst the sky. 
Players utilize clouds and 
air ducts, traveling to dis-
tant islands and temples. The 
world-building and endgame 
in Amidst the Sky both place 
prominence on the explora-
tion of  the uncharted and on 
the self. 

“Those themes most cer-
tainly form a strong focus of  
the game, mostly explora-

tion… it’s all about the world 
and how the player experienc-
es it,” van Dommelen said.

Throughout the entirety 
of  the game, there is an em-
phasis on the beauty of  the 
natural world paired with the 
player’s individual journey. 
In both trekking to faraway 
temple ruins and the eventual 
completion of  the game, play-
ers are invited to partake in a 
personal odyssey both literal-
ly and figuratively. 

As players continue to tra-
verse through the sky and 
onto floating islands, they fall 
frequently. For a platforming 
game, this is a necessity. How-
ever, while you are bound to 
fall, Amidst the Sky shows that 

New Contract Ends Writers’ Strikes

you are not always bound to 
get back up. 

Falling in this game, es-
pecially towards the end, can 
erase a solid 10 or 15 minutes 
of  mental focus and fortitude. 
However, much like human ex-
istence, it’s not about how you 
fall, but rather how and why 
you get back up again. This 
is the reason for this game’s 
beauty and covert truth: it’s 
a commentary on the human 
experience.

In the game, frustrations 
are bound to mount during the 
final temple as falling is very 
common, wiping progress 
with even the slightest blun-
der. However, players have no 
obligation to finish the game. 

In regards to the player with-
in the game, van Dommelen 
stated, “You’re quite insignif-
icant in respect to the world: 
nature moves on without you, 
there’s no other human other 
than you. Make of  that what 
you will.” 

The world inside the game 
will continue whether you 
keep playing or not: through 
countless obstacles impeding 
your journey, life in Amidst the 
Sky is what you make of  it.

The game is not meant to 
be easy and falling and re-
starting is more common than 
I’d like to admit. However, the 
game takes you across great 
distances in a way that pays 
homage to the beauty of  the 
natural world. 

Perhaps there’s a hint of  
irony that an online brows-
er game I first found on Cool 
Math Games contains such 
sincerity. Yet, in the frantic 
life of  the day-to-day world 
of  a college student, I’m con-
tent knowing that there will 
be a second chance as long as 
I keep going. Maybe that, too, 
is beautiful.

If  you’re interested in play-
ing Amidst the Sky and van 
Dommelen’s other browser 
games that I cannot recom-
mend highly enough, search 
“Ferociter itch.io” and support 
a game developer who crafts 
an eccentric yet refreshing ex-
perience with every game.

According to Nichols, Amidst the Sky proves to be unlike anything seen on a website like Cool Math Games. 
Players engage in a platforming adventure, while also discovering messages about exploration and humanity.

SAG-AFTRA  still has not  made a deal with the AMPTP. Members 
have turned to auctioning services to support both strikes.

Newswire photo courtesy of Joseph Nichols

Photo courtesy of pexels.com

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org
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How to Make Your 
Roommate Hate You  

BY WILL COFFMAN, NEWSWIRE INTERN 

 There’s no doubt that college is a fun time full of brand-new ad-

ventures, but let’s face it; even the most exciting campuses can feel bor-

ing. The days move by one after the other, work can stress you out, you 

move from class to class and it all becomes repetitive, which is why it’s 

so important to take some time, have fun and let out your inner jokester. 

Harmless pranks are a great way to have fun and can really bring a friend 

group together. Below are three pranks you should consider adding to 

your schedule when you �nd yourself bored during a busy college day. 

 The �rst prank is a certi�ed classic: the early alarm clock prank. This 

one’s very simple and perfect for Xavier students in suites or apartments. 

Put an alarm clock in your roommate's room, set it up early, for example 

4 a.m. and wait a few hours. You’ll of course have to wake up early as well 

to see the results, but once the prank is over and all is forgiven, you and 

your roommate now have a lot of time to do something productive, like 

homework, cleaning or exercising. In fact, this prank could help start a 

trend of your roommate waking up early which will be bene�cial for them 

in the long run, so don’t be afraid to ask for a thank you or two from your 

roommate once all is said and done.

  Another great prank is swapping closets. This one will take some 

time, so for any reader out there who lacks patience, you might want to 

skip forward. However, for those of you who have some time on your 

hands, rearrange your clothes into your roommates closet and vice versa. 

When they wake up in the morning, they will be in for quite a shock. Who 

knows? There’s no requirement to change it back, so feel free to just make 

the swap permanent.

  Lastly, this article would like to dedicate a prank to our crosstown 

sibling, the University of Cincinnati. There are a few great ways you could 

prank them, such as a cookie party -- where you make Blue Blob shaped 

cookies-- to remind them that even our secondary mascot is cooler than 

theirs. But one great option would be a football party, where you dedicate 

a Saturday to the great sport that is college football and give each party 

attendee a name tag with their favorite team's records on it. Cincinnati 

fans will likely point out if their team has a winning record or talk about 

their bowl appearances. However, this pride will soon be humbled after 

you reveal the statistic that Xavier football has been undefeated since 

1973.

Aries: Go to your 8:30 a.m. class. I 
know it’s hard, but you signed up for 

this. You need to pass. 

Taurus: You don’t need more 
clothes. You need things like gas and 

groceries.

Gemini: If  you need a Plan B, there 
are some for cheap on the XU 2026 

Snap Story right now.

Leo:  Breakfast is the best meal of  
the day at the Caf. While you’re on 
the way to your 8:30 a.m. class, get 

some fake eggs. 

Virgo:  You’re not going to throw up. 
Drink some bubble water, close your 

eyes and be on your way.

Libra: Embrace the “Tube Girl” vibe. 
Strut mama, film in public. Who cares. 

You’re hot.

Scorpio: If  you can’t stand some-
one in one of  your classes, I think 
you should just tell them. You’re 

paying to be there, so why not cre-
ate a little drama to stay awake?

Sagittarius: Stop sniffling in class. 
Get it together with some Tylenol 
Cold and Flu AM or skip the class.

Capricorn: I am adoring the Travis 
Kelce and Taylor Swift memes. You 
should be those two for Halloween 

with your delusionship!

Aquarius: Boygenius is releasing an 
EP Oct. 13. This is not a drill.

Pisces: Why did we ever let the 
energy of  2016 die? All I want is for 
music like “We Don’t Talk Anymore” 

to be on the charts again.

Cancer:  Go to the HOLA Gala this 
weekend. Tickets are only $15 on 

EngageXU.

COMIC BY BRIANA DUNN


